64 &%)) 


"_ » LAY 

—_—_ ' " 
- % M 

© y WY J \ 4 — 

- \ \ <a iT >” , - 

—_ | W3 T jo | 3a 

Php deodorant. % . Alz 4 v 3 Wh 
IO by | ne IST '& -. 


AS RAR AAA \ >, T = (7p "IF © } 
* % 4 LL wa. 
4 4 » 


= - . " \ \ ry) A) - [ 
rn > RSS X SO T\[H RLELLHESSY 
- _ - _ - ? x - & -£ —_—— 
bo << ok = WADODLDISODOD ODA DSS, \ » Vike E- = . 
"- _ "+ —— = . DD —e cm, e- =: 
4 GE—_ ”—_ W114i | ” 
tee 4 » my, lll. (Þ- << 
NFE . 
p p == G © —1 
N £5 bx - 
i 


A : 


— 
. 


MM 
Mn: 


MI 
' 


Wi/\o1! 


: $31 
WWW40 | 
q 


MUTULENUOny 


Decameron G@#: 
VA} 


CONTAINING 
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Noucls. 
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three Noble Gentle- 
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TO THE RIGHT Ho- 


nourable, Sir PyILLie HERBERT, Knighe 
of the Bath at the ( oronation of our Soueraigne Lord 


King Tames, Lord Baron of Sherland, Earle of 
Montgomery, and Knight of the moit Noble 


Ordcrotthe Garter,&c. 


C4 0 
X=_——— T1 H E Philoſopher Zeno (Right Hoe 
== Q | 120ur able, and my most Worthyly eitces 
| CEN » I med Lord ) being demaunded on a time 
EE DEN aA ,.../ ” A "= 
| C22 4 of 'Y what Meanes 4 Nan mums 'E attainet)9 
[ &&L OH on 
J — 3/4 


= Z happineſſe ; made anſwere : By relor- 

Yn al ting to the dead, and hauing fami- 
(2) Uy (liar converſation with them. Inti- 

\SZ2= =D mating thereby : The reading of an- 
cient and moderne Hiſtories, and endeauouring to learne 
ſuch good inſtructions, as haue bene obſeruedin our Pre- 
decelſors. A Question alſo was mooued by great King Ptolomy, 
to one of the learned wiſe Interpreters. In what occaſions a King 
ſhould exerciſe himſelfe, whereto thus bee replyed :* To know 
choſe things which formerly haue bin done : And to read 
* Bookes of thoſe matters which offer themſelues dayly, or 
are fitteſt for our inſtant affaires. And laſtly, in ſeeking 
thoſe things whatſoeuer, that make for a Kingdomes pre- 
ſcruation, and the correctionof euwill manners or exam- 
ples. 

Upon theſe good and warrantable grounds (mot Noble Lord 
beſide many more of the ſame Nature, which Tomit, to auoide pro- 
lixity, I dare boldly affirme, that ſuch as are exerciſed i the rea- 
dins of Hiſtories, although they ſeems to be but yong m yeares, and 


ſlenderly inftruded in worldly matters : yet grauity and gray-hea- 
A2 ded 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. Sy 


CO —————_— 


ded age fpeaketh maturely in them, to the no meane admiration of 

common and vulgar indzement. As contrariwiſe, ſuch as are 19no- 
rant of things done and pat, before themſelues had any being : con- 
tinue ſtill in the ectate of children, able to ſþeake or behaue them- 
ſelues no otherwiſe and, euen within the bounds of their Natiue 
(ountries (in re#þect of knowledge or manly capacity ) they are 19 
more then well-ſeeming dumbe Images. 

In due conſideration of the precedent allegations, and Vppon the 
command, as alſo mot Noble encouragement of your Honour from 
time to tone ; this volume of ſingular and exquiſite Fistories, va- 
ried into ſo many and exatt natures, appeareth in the worlds view, 


der 3047 Noble patronave and defence, tobe ſafely ſheelded from 


foule mouthed [lander and detrattion, Which 1s too eaſily throwne 
pon the pery beſt deſernins labours. 

[ know(mo3t worthy Lord )that many of them haue(lons ſince ) 
bene publiſhed before, as 3tolne from the first or1gimall Author,and 
net not beautified with his ſweete ſtile and elocution of phraſes nei 
ther ſatourins of hus ſmear morall applications. For, as it was his 
full ſoope and ayme, by difconerins all vices in their voly deformu- 
ties, to make their mortall enemies (the ſacred Vertues ) to ſhine 
the clearer, beins ſet downe by them, and compared with them : ſo 
every true and vpriobt indgement, in obſerums the courſe of theſe 
well carried Nouels, ſhall plainly perceine, that there 1no ſpare 
made of reprogfe in any degree whatſoeaer, where ſin ws embraced, 
an, grace neglected ; but the int deferning ſhame and puniſhment 
thereon inflifled, that others may be warned by their example . In 
mitation of witty lope; who reciteth not a Fable, but oraceth it 
with a wdicious morall application ; as many other worthy Writers 
haue done the like. 

For-imnitance, let me beere inſert one. A poore man,hauing a pike 
ſtaffe on his ſhoulder, and trauailing thorow a Countrey Village, a 
great Matine ( urre ran mainly at him, ſo that hardly he could de= 
fend himſelfe from him. At the lensth, it was his chance to kill the 
Dooge : for which, the Owner immediately apprehending him, and 
bringing him before the Tudge, alledged, that he had ſlaine his ſer- 


want, which defended his life, houſe, and goods, and therefore chal- 


lenoed 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 

/enged ſatisfaction. The Iudge leaning more mm fauour to the Plain- 
tiffe, as being his friend, neighbor, and familiar, then to the inſtice 
and equity of the cauſe ; reprooued the poore fellow ſomwhat ſharpe- 
ly, and peremptorily commanded him, to make ſatisfafti 01,07 els he 
world commit him to priſon . That were iniuitice replyed the poore 
man, becauſe Ikilde the dog ge in defence of mine-owne life, which 
deſerneth much better re5þe#t then a million of ſuch (urres. Sirra, 
ſirra, ſaide the Judge, then you ſhould hane turned the other end of 
or Ftaffe, and not the pike, ſo the dogges life had beene ſaned, and 
your owne in no danger. True Sir(quoth the fellow )if the dog would 
haue turn'd his taile, and bit mee With that, and not his teeth, then 
we both had parted quietly. 

I know your Honor to be ſo truly tdicious, that your ſelfe can 
make the morall alluſuon, both in defence of my poore paines,and ac- 
ceptation of the ſame into your protection : With moit humble ſub- 
muſSon of my ſelfe,and all my vttermoſt endeauours, to bee alwayes 
ready at your ſeruice. 


T he eAuthors Prologue,tothe Lords, Ladies, 


and Gentlewomen. 


T is amarterof humanity, totake compaſhon onthe af- 
ficted, and although it be fhtting towards all in generall, 
yet toluch as arc moſt tied by bond of duty, who "Wig 
uing already ſtood innecde ot comtort,do the rfore moſt 
needfully  delcrue to enioy It. Among whom,it cucr any 
Y were inneceflity, tound it moſt precious, 1nd therby rc- 
cence no ſinall contentment, I am one of them ; bec: uſe trom my verie 
VOn: aclt yecres, cicnunillchis inn: nt ; mine affeRtions becam cxtraor- 
dinarily cnflamed, ina place high and Noble, more: (perhaps) then bc- 
ſcmedmy humble condition, albcitno way diſtaſtcd inthe wdgement 
of tuch as were difcrecte, when it came truly to their knowledgcand vn- 
U $0 Y<t (indecd)1 it was very painful tor meto endure, not in 
regard of her cruclty, whom to deercly loucd, as tor want of better g0- 
Icrnment in mine Owne carriage ; being altogerher [waycd by rath and 
PL -uith paſhons, which made my: \ictions more offenliuc to mce. then 
either wiledomeallowwed, or ſuited with my priuatc particular, 

But, as counſell in muery 1s no meanc comtort, ſo the good aduice of 
a worthy friend, by many ſoundand ſingular perſwations, wrought ſuch 

a deliberate alteration: as not onely preſcrued my lite(which was bctore 
ncxtreame peril) but alſo oaue conclulion ro my inconitdcrate loue, 
which in my precedent retractariec ruage, no dclibcration, coun{cll, c- 
uident thame, or whatſocuer perillihould en{uc thereon, couldin any 
manner contradic t ; beganne to aflivage of it {clte intume, be ſtowing nor 
onay one my former treedome, but deliuering mc likewi iſe from infi- 
ate pc crplexItics, 

And becauſetheacknowledgement of good turnes or courtclics re- 

co1ucd (in my poore opinion)isa vertuc among all other highly to oe 
commended, and thc contrary alſo to bc conderancd : to ſhewe my {cltc 
NOt ingratefull, [ determined{(ſo ſoone as I ſaw my fclf.- in abſolute hes: | 
ty) inc «change of ſo greata bencht beltowne on mince, to miniſter ſome 
mingation, I will not {ay ay to ſuch as relcened me, becauſerhcir owne bct- 
ter vnderſtanding, or blefſedneſle in Fortune, may detend them trom a- 
ny ſuch n« cclliy ; burrathertothem which cruly ſtandinnecd. And al- 
thoughth at my comfort, may ſome way or other auaile the common 
necdic, y cr (mc thinkeQwhere ercete ts greateſt, and calamity moſt 1n- 
ſultcrh: there oughtto be our paines ſoundly umployed, and our graucſt 
inſtructions and aduiſe wholly adminiſtred. 

And who can deny, but that it is much moreconucnient, to commil- 
Icratethe diſtreſle of Ladies and Gentlewomen, thenthe more able con- 
aiton oft men? They,as being naturally baſhfulland timorous,hauc their 
loft and gentle ſoules, often enflamed with amorous aMictions, which 


- le 
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T he eAuthors Prologue. 
lietherecloſcly conccalcd, as they can belt relate the power of them,thar 
hauc bin fubicct tothc greateſt prootc. Morcouer, thcy being reſtrained 
from their wils and defires, by the (cucrity of Fathers, Mothers, Brethe- 
ren, and Husbands, arc ſhur vp (moſt part of their time) in their Cham- 
bers, where conſtraincdly fitting idle, diverſity of ſtraunge cogitations 
whecle vp and downe their braines, forging as many (cucrall imaginati- 
ons, which cannot be alwayes pleaſant and contenting. It melancholly, 
incitcd by ſome amorous or louely apprehenſ1on, oppreſle their weake 
1nd vnreiſting hearts : rhey muſt be gladro bearc it patiently (til by bet- 
cr Fortune) luch occaſions happen, as may oucrcome lo proud an vſur- 
pation. es ; 

Morcoucr, we cannot but confeſle, that they are lefle able, then men, 
ro ſupport ſuch oppreitions : tor 1t men grow atfictionate, weeplainely 
perceiue, whenany mclancholly troublcelomethoughts, or what greetes 
ele can any way concerne them, their ſoules arc not {ubictt tothe like 
fifferinos, But ad mir they ſhould fall into ſuch neceflity, they can come 
and 0 whirher they will, heareand {ce many f1ngular lights, hawk, hunr, 
fiſh. fowlc, ride, or ail: on the Stas, all which excreifes hauc a particu- 
lar power inchumſclues, to withdraw amorous pathons, and appropri- 
atc the will to the pleaſing apperite, either by alteration of ayre,diftnce 
of placc, or protraction of time, to kill forrow,and quickendelight. 

Vheretorc, lomewhatto amend this error in humane condition,and 
where leaſt ſtrength is, as we fee to bee in you molt gracious Ladies and 
Gcentlewomen, further oft (then men) from all traile telicitics : for ſuch 
as feelethe weighty inſultations of proud and imprious loue, and therb 
are moſt in ncede of comtort (and not they that can handle the Needle, 
Wheelc, and Diſtaffc) I have proutded an hundred Nouelles, Tales,Fa- 
bles, or Hiſtorics, with iudicious moralles belonging torthem, tor your 
more dclight, and queinter exerciſe. In a faire and worthy aſſembly, of 
ſeucen Honourable Ladics, and three Noble Gentlemen, they were re- 
counted within the compaſle of tendayes, during the wofull time of our 
ſolate dangcrousf1cknefle, with apt Sonnets or Canzons, for the conclu- 
ſion of cach ſcucrall day. 


In which pleaſing Nouels, may be obſcrued many ſtrange accidents of 
Loue, and other notable aduentures, happening as well in our times; as 
thoſe of grauer antiquity : by reading whereof, you may receyue both 
pleaſure and profitable counſell, becauſe inthem you ſhal perceiue, both 

theſinto be ſhunned, and the vertueto be embraced, which as 1 
wholly hate the one, ſo I do (and euer willy ho- 
northe others aduance- 
ment. 
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The Eirſt Day, Gouerned by Ma- 


dam Pampanea, 


Efore Chappeler du Prat, b making 4 
”lle confe (ron, begwiled 41: holy religioms 
f.1{ſe confe £ 
L man, and Afrer da yed. Ard h.nemg durmm 
bus life temne, bene a ver y bad man, at his deat 
14 repured tobe a Saint, amd called S.C happelet, 
2, Nouell. 
Braham 4 Iew, beemg admonifhed or aduſed 
A;, A friond 0 hu, named Tehannot de Chenug- 
#7, iraudiled from Paru vnto Rome: And behol- 
ov there, the wicked behauur of men m the 
Church, returned to Pars aApan, where ( REWEr= 
theleſſe) he became a Chriſtian. 
2. - Nouell, 
M Flehiſedech 4 Tewe , by recounting 4 ta'eof 
three FIyngey, to the great Soldan, named S4- 
ladime, prevented a great danger which was pre- 
pared for him. 
4, Nouell. 
A Monte haumg committed an offence deſerumg 
to be very greewouſly puriſh?1 ; freed himſelfe 
fFom the pine to be mfticted 0n him,by w; trul y re- 
prehendmg his Abbot, with the very ſame fault, 


C* Nouell. 


] 4 Mey of Montferrat with a Bnhbet 
of Hens, and divers other gractons ſpeeches be- 
ſide repreſ/ ed the fond loue of che King of France. 
6. Nouell . 
N honeſt plaine meaning man (ſimply 13 con- 
ſcronabl y )reprehended the malignit y hypocri- 
ie ond miſdemeanor of many religious perſons: 
7, Noueli. 
Ergamino, by telling a Tale of a thilfull man, 
named Primaſſo, and of an Abbot of Clugn ; 
honeftly checked a new k1nde of couctonſneſſe, mn 
Maſter Can de {a Scala. 
8. Nouell. 


G #laume Bourſteur with a few quaint 77 ft- 
miltar word: , checkt the miſerable couctouſ- 
neſſe of Srgntor Hermumo de Gramalas. 
o. Nouell, 

Ow the King of Cyprus was witrely reprehen- 
Hit by the words of a Gentlewoman of Gaſ- 
copnie, and became vertwouſly altered from hu 
Vica0465 diſpoſition. 


10. Nouell, 


Mr Albert of. Bullen, honeſtly made 4 La- 
dy to bluſh,that thought to haue done aſmuch 


to him, becauſe exeed him to be amorou 
afteted as. "roy yy 


The ſecond Day, gouerned by 


Madam Philomena, 


I, Nouell, 
Avrtelling is 1.me fo bee lame of hus 
members, cauſed himſelfe to bee £ on the 
boly of Saunt Arraguo , where hee made 
ſhew of hu ſodaine recouery : but when hus diſs1- 
Puilarion was d:ſcomtred, he was well beaten, be- 


mg afterward taken priſoner,and m great d 11.7: 
of berng hanged and ſtrangled by the necte «nd 


nereſcaped in the end. 


2, Nouell, 
RR neino de Eſte, - 299 he was rol ted by threuet 


arrived ar Ch: C41 Gull ticyne.whe ce he 1.41 


friendly lodged by 1 faire Widow, and re, 0 pOn- 


ced li OW! Ee or all hrs lo les: returnimne d/rerward 
f © / 


ſ1fe and well home vnto his owne hou {e 


3. Nouell.* 


Of three yorg Gentlemen, berng Brethren, and 

hawmg [pint all thetr Landes and poſſeſrrom: 
Vanly, became poore. A Nephe w of theers | {ul 
ling almeſt mto as deſþcr ate + condition) becrme 
acquarmtied with an Abbot, whom hee _—_ 1w.ard 
found to be the King of Engl inds Dauphrer, and 
made him her Hushand m 14 toc re WP Pen- 
cang all hrs Vick les lo es, and {cating then Apt 
em yood eſ{ ate, 


4. Nouel], 
] Andoipho Reffeto, fallrg mfr priverty, became 
Aa Pirate on the Seas, arid beeing tation by the 


\ Of; ew 73es, L Ir {ly eſcape { drowningp:; H bt, h; Ti 4 


(ne "*t rtheleſ, he did, I A {; itle creſt GY cof/e Fa 


full of ver Y rach [ewels, "OCT CF} He a the Yeo) 1I'0 


Corfu, wh: re he was well entertarud by a rood 
womun : and 1fterward, returncd richly home to 
his owne hovſe. 


5. Novell, 
Warea de Piers. trauelling from Peron ſe v1to 
Naples to buy Horſes, was (m tho ſpace of one 
npht } ſurprized by three admirable accrdents. 


out of all which he fortunate tl, eſcaped, und with 


arich Rm ”, retwrned home to his owne houſe. 


6, Nouell. 
Meme Berucli Caraciill.:t, was finnd m 1n 


/ 


Iſland with two Gortt 3 baumsg loff her two 


ſons, and theme trauuuled mito Liege ts ts, mn, YC 


0770 of her Somnes became | rulnt tothe Lord ther- 

of, and was ſound fome-wh.it vner-funmtucr with 
buy Maifters daughter, who therefore t Auſed Lim 

to be impriſoned. Afterward when the Country of 
Sicily rebelled agamſt Kings Charles,rhe aforc{urd 

Sonne chanced to be bugwn by his Myther. + was 

married to his Maſters daughter And hrs brother 

being found likewiſe, they both returned 1o great 

eftate and credite. - 


7, Nouell, 


He Soldane of Babylon ſent one of his Daugh- 
ters, tobe toyned m marriage with the King of 


. Cholcos; who by amers accudents (m the ſpace of 


foure yeares) happened into the cuſftodre of nme 
men, and mn ſandy places. At lengrh, bemg reſto- 
red backe to her Father, ſhe went to the [ard king 
of Cholcot, as a Maide, and as at firft ſhe was 1n- 
tended to be his Wife. 

8, Novell, 


Ownt D Angers being fulſely accuſed, was ba- 
Cooked owt of France, hx hr two children 
12: England m diners places. Returmng 1fterward 


(vnknowne) thorough Scotland, hee ſound them 
aduanced vnto great dignity : Then, repairing mm 
the 
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b, | -  Fraunce 
he habit of a Serwitor, into the King © 
ye! army fot. hs ennoeenc y made pu libel kno - 
wen, he was reſeared am hu former honorable de- 


greet . 


g. Nouell. | 
Ernaido, a Merchant of Grnewa)y being deces- 
wed b J another Merchant , named Ambroſu, 


loft a preat part of his goods: and commanding his 
path ls ro be murthercd, ſhe eſcaped, and [4-4 


F 


he habit of 4 man, became ſernant to the Soldan. 


The decemer berg found at laſt fhe copaſſed ſuch 


means, that her hughand Bernardo came mto A- 
{oxandyia,and there after ane puniſhment inflict - 
ed on the falſe decemer ,fhe reſumed the garments 
apaime of a woman ,and returned home with her 


Hwimhand to Genewdy. 


10, Nouel:; 


[PEI Aa Monaco, a rowmp Pyrate on the 


(cas, caried aw-ty the fre Wife of Sipmeur 
Ricetardo ds Chins $4 who wnderſt andeng where 
ſhee was wer? thither z und falling mto friendſhip 
with Pugamineo, deminled hu wife of him;wher- 
to he yeel ted prouted that ſhe world willingly go 
aw.ty with him : ſho denied to part thence with 
ber hu .1nd and (iror Ricardo dying, ſhee be- 
C1771! tht wife 4 [",t HH110719, 


The third day, gouerned by Madame 
Neiphila. 


1. Nouell, 


Aſjetto os Lampeorechio, by counterfettmg 
himſelf Aumdve, becitimie tA aArAner 1 
Meon.1/te Yr : Sn Hh he had fumlt- 


AY CONu rſarl 1 with them all. 


, 2. Nouell, 
A Owerry of the [t.tble belonping to Apilulffo, IC 
of the Lombards, found the menes of Hreſſe 
tothe 0 neenes bedde, without any bnowledpe of 
eomlent m her. T his bec mg ſeq retly aſc oucred | Y 
the K mp, and the part) knowne, hee gaue hum .« 
mario, by ſhearing the hare of his head MW here 
ruppon, hee th.tt w.ts (5 ſhorne ſherred lhewiſe the 
heads of all hrs fellowes im the lodgimg,and (0 eſct- 
ped the puniſhment intended towards him. 


3. Nouell. 
p/Naer colowr of confeſaon and of 4 moſt pre £5 - 


[crence,a faire youp Gentlewoman, being amo- 
rouſly affected to an honeſt mangnduced a denout 


and ſolemne relipicaes Friar, to admle her in the- 


meAnes(mithour hs [uſpution or percerung ) how to 
envy the benefit of her friend, and bring her de- 
ſo es ro theo! full eff, &. 
4. Nouell, 
Ae ſcheller named Felice, enſtrudted Purcyo 
ds Riniert, how to become rich im a very ſhort 
time WH bile Puccto made experience of the m(tru- 


etions t.oght him ; Felice obtumed the ſallour of 


hi daughter. 
' Nouell, 


lectardo, ſurutmed the Mapmfico, S410 4 horſe 

fo 1g1110Y Franceſco I. ergilliſt,. Vpon condition - 
that by his leaue and licenſe he mught ſþeak to his 
wife m his preſence; which he dad, and ſhe not re- 
turning him an anſwer made &nſwer eo Gy 
en her behalfe and according to bus anſwer," fo F4 
effect followed. 


6. Novell, 
R047 Minutolo fel un lowe with the Wife of 
P hulsppello Fightnolfr, and knowing her ;o bee 
very 1ealorus of her husband , game her to wnder- 
ſtand that he was greatly enamored of hu I}, fe, 
and had appornted to meete her privatly an a ba- 
thing houſe on the next day following: where ſhee 
hoping to take his tard'y with his cloſe compatted 
Miſtreſſe, ſound her ſelfe to be decemed by the ſaid 
Riccrard)o, 


7, Nouell, 

T Hebaldo Eliſe haume recemed an vnhinde re- 

pulſe by hu beloued, departed from Florence, 
returning thither againe (4 long while after) mn 
the habit of a pulgrime , hee ſpake with her, and 
made hu wrongs b nowne wnto hex. Hee delineret 
her huthand from the danger of death, becauſe if 
was prowed that he had ſlutme Thebaldo. he made 
peace with his brethren ,and 1n the end,wiſely oY 
wyed his hearts defrre. 


$8, Nouell, 

FE rando, by drinking a certaime bind of pouder, 

was brried for dead 77 by the Abbot who was 
e©14mored of bys wife, was taken out of bus prays, 
and put imto a darke priſen,where they m11de him 
beleeve that he was m purgator y: afterward whe 
tme came that he ſhould be raiſed t5 life agaime, 
he was made to beepe a childe, which the Aibot 
Lad got by bu wife. 


9. Nouell. 
TP tiet of Narbona cured the K mg of France of 
dmgerows Fiſtul.:m recompence whereof, ſhe rc- 
queſted to emtoy as hor husb.tyd in mariage , Ber- 
trad the Count of Rouſrlion, He haump maried 
her ag.:mſt hus wil. as vtterl y deſfuſmp her, went 
t9 Florence, where he made loue to a youg Gentle- 
woman. [uljet, by a quernt and cunning policy, 
compaſſed the meanes ( mſted of his choſen ” 2676 ) 
to lye with her owne husb.mnd, by whom fhee had 
two ſornes ; which being afterward made hnowne 
Wnto the Cormnit, hee accepted hor tnto his famoy = 
g-1ne, and lowed hor as l; loyall and honourabt: 
wiſe. 
10, Novell, 

He wonderfull and ch, = reſolued contimencie 

of f-ure Serittha daughter to Siwalle King of 
Denmarke, who beeing ſought and ſed wato by 
m.ny worthy perſons,that did affett hey dearel\, 
would not looke any man m the face null ſec h 
time as ſhe was maried, 


The Fourth Day, gouerned by 
Philoſtratus. 


I Nouell, 


Arcrede, Prince of Salern, cauſed the amo- 

rows friend of his daughter to be flame, and 

ſent her his heart mm a cup of Golde : which 

afterward fhe ſteeped 11 2:2 1mpo pyſoned water 
then drinking it fo dyed. AT 

2, Nouell. 

Pi Rear Albert made a yong Venetian Gentlews- 

man beleeye, that God Currd was fulne in lowe 

m1!th her,and he reſorted oftentimes wnto her, on 

diſpmſe of the ſame God: afterward, berg frigh- 

redby the Gentlewomans kindred and friends hee 

caff himfelfe out of her chamber window and was 

hidden im @ poore mans houſe. On the day follow- 


M7, 
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ne ee 


” be (9.4 of a wilde or ſauage man, he was 
hoon dan rig of S. Mart WT being ther 
prblizely enamne by the Brethren of bus Order ,he 
4s commuted to priſon. 


3- Novell. 


Hree yong & entlemen affetimg three Sifterr, 
The wath them into Cane. T he eldeſt of them 
(through 1ealouſur ) becommeth the death of her 
Lower. T he ſecond, by canſenting to the Duke of 
C.undacs requeſt, 15 the memes of ſaumg her life. 
A/terw-tra,her owne friend talleth her, thence 
F yeth away with the elder /ifter. The third con- 

le, both man 4nd woman are charged with her 
death. and being committed Fe priſon,they eofeſſe 
the {ad :and fearmg death,by corruption of mo- 
ney they prewte with their yeepers, eſcaping fo 
thence io Rhodes, where the y dazed in great power- 
ty. | 
; 4, Nouell. 
Frlinocontrare to the former plighted faith 
of has Grandfather Kmg Gulieimo, foughte 
with 1 (hip at ſea belonomg to the ling of T hunis 
f0149e ama) hi daughter, who was then im the 
ſ.::e (hip. She bems flaine by them that had the 
poſſeſs1cn of her he livewiſe /ew them ; and after- 
Wir! had HE 5 OMP RC head ſmitten off. 


6. Noucll. 
£ Hs te three Brethren to I{abells, [le w 4 Gentle- 


1.18 that ſecretly led her. Hi: ghoſt appeds © 


rel to er 1m her [tet pe, and ſhewed ver an what 
plce the) ht burte1 his boly She (m ſilent ma- 
ne) ) brought awty his head, and putting it anto 4 
pt cl erth ſich as Flower:, B1ſule,or other ſweet 
herbes are v(ually ſet in, ſhe watered it (4 long 
while | with her teares: whereof her Brethren ha- 
HI PI 11elligence; ſoorte af rer ſpe aicd 5 with meere 
C016 Cute of ſor ow. 


6, Nouell, 
Beautifull yong virgm, named Andreana, be- 
c.:me enamored of x young Gentleman, called 
GAthrie!lo. In confe rence together, ſhee declared 4 
dre.1me of hers to him. and he ancther of his vato 
her, whereupor Gabrielle fell down ſodamly dead 
She mi her Ch.imber-maid were apprehended by 
toe Officers be e201mg vwnto the Sergnenur.y, as they 
were carrying Gabreello, to lay them beſore his 
awne done. The Poteſtate ojje, . ug wolence to the 
vom, and ſhe re/iſiing him veriworſl : H came 
10 the wnierſtanding of her Father who approued 
: he mnaocence of his dawghter, and compaſſed her 
AMelnier tnce. Brut fhe afterward, being wearie of 
all worlily felicatees, entred mto Religion, (7 be- 
clme a New. 


7. Nouel]. 
7 Are Sumonida affecting P aſquino, and wal- 
ting with him im a pleaſant parden,tt fortuned 
that Paſaumo rubbed his teeth with a leafe of 
S.zoe, ard immediately fell downe dead. Simon- 
d.1 being brgught before the bench of tnftice, and 
charged with the death of Paſquino : ſhe rubbed 
her teeth likewiſe, with one of the leaues of the 
(1746 Sage, as deckiring what ſhe [uw him do, 
there fhe dyed alſo in the ſirme manner. 


8. Nouell. 


[- romms affedting a youg Mayden named $yl- 

weſtri was conftrained by the earneſt importu- 
"ity of bus Mother, to take a tourney to Parys At 
his returne home ffom thence agame,he found his 
&:e Sulueftra maried ,B > y ſecrer meancs he got en- 


_— —————— VEPIIETT 


trance mo her houſe and dyed won the ied Lyay 
by her. Afterward hws boa y berg carted wnio ! 
Church to yeceree burial, thee like ſe dred there 
inflantly vpon bis coarſe. 
9, Nouell. 

ME*/* Guiglhtlmo of Roſrplione htumng [l, TL- 

Meſſer Grrghelm Guardaſftagno,whom he t- 
magmed to lowe hrs wife, pawe her bys hart to eat. 
Which ſhe enowmg afterward; threw her ſelf out 
of an high window 10 the ground : and being dead, 
was then breried with her friend. 


Io, Nouell, 

A” hy{itrans wife Lud a Lower of her matd.,[up- 

poſung him to be dead na « he/t by re.tfon that 
he had dranke w.tter which vſ.ull'y was gien 19 
procure a [lee py entrancing . Two Lombard ſu 
rers ſtealing the cheft an {Ae of t rich booty cars- 
ed 1t mto their owne houſe where afterwardes rhe 
man awacng was apprehended for a Theefe.T he 
Chamber-m-ud tothe Phyſuti.19:s wife , going be- 
fore the bench of luftice, accuſeth her ſelf for put- 
ting the imagined ded bod y into thei hef , wher- 
by he eſcaped harging : and the Theeues which 
/tole aw.ty the « heft were condemnel to p.ty 4 ve 
ry grear ſramernze of mone. F. 


The Fift day, Gouerned by Madame 


Fiammetta, 


1. Nouell. 


Hynon, by falling im lowe, became wile, and 

by force of Arme: 1111/1778 hs faire Ladye 

{phigenia on the ſeas was afterward 1mpri- 
ſoned at Rhodes Being del;nercd by one name Li 
ſirmnachiss with him he recouered his Iphigenta a+ 
game,and f-ure Caſſandra eutn im the miuldeſt of 
therr martage They fled with them mito Candye, 
where after they Lad maried them they wer cal- 
led home to therr owne dwelling. 


- FP Nouell, 


Atre Conft.unce of” Liparss, fell in Loue with 

Martucclo Goniato ; and hearmp that hee was 
dead, d ſperarel y (he entred mto a Barke, which 
bemg tranſported by the winds 10 Suſa in B 11b,r- 
ry, from thence ſhe went to Thums where ſhe 1ord 
"ak ro be ls:mmp. There ſhe made her ſelfe hnewne 
ro him,and he berg m preat amhorit;, as a privy 
Counſellor to the King ; he maried the ſarde Con- 


france, and returned richly home to her, to the 1- 
fland of Liparss. 


3. Nouell, 
(PE4ro Bocamaz 20, eſcapins aw1y with t yonug 
Damoſel which he luued named tnpelma mt 
with Theeues in his tourney The Damiſe' flying 


fearfully mto a Foreſt, by chance commerh 10 4 
Caſtle. Pedro bemg taker: by the theeucs, 737 hap- 


nmp afterward to eſt ape from them, accidentally 
came to the ſame Caſte where Anpelma was: 79 
mar ying her, they then returned heme to Rome. 
4. Nouell, 

R/fcor4 Manardy was found by Meſſer Liz j9 

da Valbonna ,as he ſt faſt offices at hs langh- 
fers chamber wmdow haumy hu hand f.ift in hirs 
and ſleeping in ane agg manner. Wher pm they 
were 10 yned topether in mariage, and their long 


loyall loue mutually recompenced, 
y . N OU el | ” 


Vidotto of Cremona,departing out of this mn; 
tall life, leſt a daughter of his with Lacomim» 


of 


—_— 
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TheT able. 


of Þ au14. Growanm di Seuermo,and Menghmo da 
Minghole, fel both 1n lowe with the yong Maiden, 
and ſought or her; who bem afterward bnowne 
co be the 6 er io Canons, oo Wa giuen 1m ma- 
rage to Menghino. 
6, Nouell, 

G” 10n ds Procida , being ford fſamnbaarly com- 

werſm with 4a yon Dameſel which he lowed, 
and had green formerly to Frederigo Kmg of 
Sicily: was bound to 4 like to bee conſumed with 


fire. From which danger (neuertheleſſe) hee eſca- 


ped;bemp knowne by Don Regrero de Orca, Lorde 
Admurall of Sucily, and afterward marryed the 
Dameſel. 
7. Noueli, 
T Heodere falling rm loue with Vidlenta, the 
daughter to hus M.ifter, named Amarigo, and 
foe conceyumg with childe by bum, was condemnd 
ro be hanged. As they were leading him wnto the 
gallowes, beating and wiſuſmg him all the way : 
hes happened to bec bnowne by his owne Father, 
whereupon he w.1s releaſed, and afterward moy- 
ed Vrolenta mm maridpe, 


8, Nouell. 

Naſtiſi, a Gentleman of the Family of the 
Hore/tt by loumg the dauphter to ſromor Pau- 
@ Tr wmer(ario , lamſhl) w1ſted a preat part of 
bu (ub/kance, without recernumg any lowe from her 
apame. Ry perſwaſ'- of ſome of his kindred and 
ends, he went to 4 Countrey dwelling of his cal- 
led Chiaſſo, where hee [uw a Rnight deſperately 
ptor ſue 4 ye Damoſcll, whom he ſlew, c3 after- 
ward paue her to be devvoured by his hounds. A 14- 
flaſio mutted hus friends, and hers alſo whom he ſo 
«e irly lowed, to take part of a dimmer with him, 


who _—_— ſawe the ſame Damoſell ſo torne un 
peeces ; which by: vk/nd lone pereevum fee 
rmg leaſt the like ll fortune ſhould happen ro ber , 
ſhe accepted Anaſtaſi to bee her hutband. 
9. Nouell, 

PF Rederrge, of the Alberight Family, loued « 

Gentlewoman,and was not requited with like 
lowe ag ame. By bountiful expencer,and ower libe- 
ral mutations, hee waſted and conſumed all his 
lands and goods, haumg nothing lefte him, but 4 
Hawke or Faulcon. Hu Wnhinde Miſtreſſe , hap- 

neth to come Wiſit } 1m, and he not haumg an 
ether food for her dmmner, made a damty diſh of 
bu Faulcon for her to feed en. Being conquered ty 
this hu exceeding binde courteſie, he changed ker 
former hatred towards him, accepting bin as key 
husband m marriage , and made him 4 man of 


wealthy pefſeſsrons. 


10, Nouell; 

Edro di Vinciolo, went to ſup at 4 friends hou ſe 

m the City Hys wife (in the meane while )had 

a yong man whom ſhe lowed, at ſupper with her. 
Pedro returning home Ypon a ſedame, the young 

man was hidden vnder a Coope for Hens. Pedro, 

'm excuſe of his ſo ſoone commmg home, declareth; 

how m the houſe of Herculano (with whome hee 

ſhowld haue ſupt) 4 friend of hes wines was found, 
which w.45 the reaſon of the ſuuppers breaking off. 

Pedroes wife reproumyg the errour of Herenlancer 

wife : an Aſſe (by chance) rreades on the young- 

mans fingers that lay hidden vnder the Henze- 

Coope. V pon his cr yims out, Pedro ſlepperh thither, 

fees him, knowes l, wn, and findeth the fallacie of 
bis wife: with whom ( neuertheleſſe) he proweth 

to agreement, mn regard of ſome impegfections in 


himPelfe. 


TheEnd of the Table. 


THE: DECTAHMERON, 


Conraining, an Hundred pleaſanr 
| NoveLLEts. 


herein, afrer Aemonit ration made by the Author, 7pon what eccaſion it Þ.p- 
nels that the perſons (of whom we ſhall peake hereafter) ſhould thus meete 
tether, tomake [0 queint a Narration of Nonels : Hee declireth wnto you, 
that they firit veain rodemfe and conferre, vnder the oouc 17ent of Wa- 
dam Pampined, and of [uch matters as may be mat pleajin? (9! hems 4/l 


. «SS # 


The Induction of the Author, to the 
follows Diſcourſes. 


Racious Ladies, ſo often as I coni1ider 
with my ſclfe, and obſeruc reſpectiucly, how na 
rurally you are enclined to compthon ; as many 
rmes do 1 acknowledge, thatthis preſent worke 
[of minc;, will (Gn your wdyzement) uppcare to 
luc but a harth and ofrfcenline b emniny, in 

oard of the mourntull remembrance un bearcth at 
the veric entrance of the laſt Peſtilentiall mort. 
 vniucrſilly hurttulltoallthar beheld ir, or otherwiſe cane tony, 

led ofit. But forallthar, I defire ut muy not be fo dreadiullto you, to 
1inder your farther procecding in reading, as 1 none were to looke 
thercon, but with ſivhes and tcares. For, T could rather with, that {0 
tarctull a beginning, ſhould ſeeme but as an high and ſteepy hil appeares 
torhem, thararremprro rraucll farre on foore, and aſcending the ſ:mc 
with ſome difficulry, come attcrward ro walk vpon 2 goodly cucn plane, 
which cau{eth the more contentment in them, becauſe ihe attaininy 


' » 


| | CTCTO WS hard 1nd paintull, For, CUCNA5S pl::2{:ircs arc CT ft by orictc 


andanguith; fo ſocrowes ccaſe by toyes mote Iweete and huppic arri- 
UNO. 

Aticr this brecfe molleſtarion, bricfe I ſay,becauſe ir 1s contained with- 
in ſmill compaſſe of Writing ; immediately followeth the moſt fweete 
and plcatint taſte of pleaſure, whereof (before) I made promiſe to you, 
Which (pcraducnture) could not bee expected by fucha beginning, it 
Promilc (toode not thereunto engaged. Andindecd, it 1 could wel hauc 
conucved yourto the center of my deſire, by any other way, then ſo rude 

2 


and 
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and rocky a paſſage asthis is, I would gladly haue doncit. But becauſe 
without this Narration,WC could not demonſtrate the occaſion how and 
wherctore the martcrs hapned, which you ſhall reade intheenſuing Diſ- 
courſes : I muſt ſet them downe (cuen as conſtrained thereto by mecre 
nec Aſity) in writing attcrthis manner. 

The ycarc of our bleficd Sautours incarnation, 1248. that memora- 
ble mortality happcncd in the excellent City  farrc beyondall thereſt in 
ttaly, which plaguc, by opcration of the ſupcriour| odics, or rather for 
Our enOrMous iniqwtics,by the tuſt anger of God was nry PON VS MOr- 
tals, Some tow yccres before, irtooke beginning inthe Eaſterne partes, 
[weeping ! thencean Innume! rable quantity -of lin ſoulcs : cxtending it 
oy afterward from place to place Weſtward, vnuill it ſcized on the ſaid 

ity. Whore neither humanc Skill or prouidence, could vic any preucn- 
tion, notwithſtanding it was cleanſed of many annoyances, by diligent 
Otheers cheroto doph *d: bet1des prohibition of all iickly perſons cnte- 
France, anda Il oth 1- proutton dayly vicd tor conſcruation of ſich 25 
WCIC MN an alt 'N, with inccl]ant prayers and ſupplic: tions of deuoutc pCo- 
ploytor ti all waving Ol {odin2crous a ticknetle. 

About rhe b KIEang 2 of the yearc, it alſo began 1 nvery trange man- 
nr, as appeared by diners admirable effects; yer nor as it had donc in'the 
E, (1 : oumnrics, where Lordor Lady being touched therewith,manitcſt 
(1yncs of Nc ah Ic death followed: hercon., by blecding x thenoſ {e.But 
Icreit becan with yo ng children, male and temalc ,Cithcr vnder the arm- 
p1ts, ON [N rhe OVOINC by CCITalne fx cllinzs, in ſome tothe bigncſle of an 
Apple, nog Ni1S ke 20 Eggc, and fon divers greater or leſſer wviuchln 
tr Valoar Lingaag! 1) they ' termicd ro be a Botch or Bylc. Invery ſhort | 
LING WS hoferwo infected parts w Cre JIOW n mortiferous, a and would 
dilpcrſc abroad ndificrently, to all parts of th ic body ; ; Whereupon, ſuch 
was the qualiic of thediteale, roſhew it {clte by blac ke or blew ſpottcs, 
which would appcarc onthe armes ofm any, others on their thighes,and 
cucric part el{c ofthe body : in{ome grear andfav, in others {mall and 
thick, 

Now, as the Byle (atthe ebcginni In2) was an aſlurcd ſ1gneof neercap- 
proaching dc ath ; fo prooucdrthe ſpots likewiſe to ſuch as had them : for 
the curing of w hich ſicknefſe it{cemecd, that the Phyſitians counſel, rhe 
vertuc of Medicines, or any application clic. could not yeceldany remC- 
dy : but rather it plaincly appeared, that cither the nature of the difcaſe 
would not endure it, or ignorance inthe Phylttians could nat compre- 
hend. from whence the cauſe pr oocceded,and [{oby conſequent,no reſo- 
lution was to be determined. - Morcouer, belide thenumber of ſuch as 
were $kiltull in Arr, many morc both women and men,vithout cucr ha- 
uing any knowlc doc in Phyficke, became Phytitians : ſothatnot onely 
few were healed, but (well-neere) alldycd, within three daycs aftcr the 


ſaide f1gnes were ſeene; ſome ſooner, andorhers later, commonly with: 
out cither Feaucr, or any other accident. 


Andthus peltilc ace was yct of tarrc greater poryer or A oh 
oncly 
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onely healthfull perſons ſpeaking to the ſicke, comming to (ce them, or 
ayring cloathes in kindneſle ro comfort them, was an occaſion of enſu- 
ing death : but touching their garments, or any foode whereon the ſicke 
perſon ted, or any thing elfe vied in his ſcruice, ſcemed to transferrethe 
diſeaſe from the (icke to the (ound, in very rare and-miraculous manner. 
Among which matcer of maruecll, ler me tell you one thing, which if the 
eycs of many(as well as minc owne) had nor ſcene, hardly could be per- 
ſwaded to write it, much leſlero belecue it, albeit a man of good credit 
Mould report ir. lay, that che quality of this contagious peſtilence was 
not onely of ſuch ethcacy , in taking and catching it one of another, ei- 
ther men or women: burit extended turther, euceninthe apparant view 
of many, that the cloathes, or any thing elſe, wherein one dicd of thar 
diſcaſe, being touchr, or lyen on by any beaſt, farre from the kind or qua- 
lity of man,they did not onely contaminate and infect the ſaid beaſt, were 
it Dogge, Cat,or any other; bur allo it died very foone after. 

Mine owne eyes (as formerly Lhaue ſaid) among diucrs other,one day 
had euident experience hereof, tor ſome poore ragged cloathes of lin- 
nenand wollen , torne from a wretched body dead of that diſeaſe , and 
hurled in the open ſtreete; two Swine going by, and (according to their 
naturall inclination) ſecking for foode on cuery dung-hill, toffed and 
eumbled the cloathes with their ſnouts, rubbing their heads likewiſe vp- 
ponthem; and immediately, each turning twice or thrice about, they 
both feil downe dead on the {aide cloathes, 'as being fully infected with 
the contagion of them: which accident,and other the like, if not far grea- 
ter, begat divers icarcs and imaginations in them chat beheld them, all 
ending to amoſt inhumane and vnchatitable end; namely, to flic thence 
trom the ſicke, andtouching any thing of theirs, by which mcanes they 
thought their health ſhould be ſately warranted. 

Some there were, who conſidered with themſelucs, that liuing ſober- 
ly, with abſtinence from all ſuperfluity; it would be a fithcient reſiſtance 
apainſt all hurttull accidents.So combining themſclues in a fociable man- 
ner , they lincd as ſeparatiſis from all other company , being ſhut vp in 
ſuch houſes, where no ſicke body ſhould be neere them. And there, for 
their more ſecurity, they vſed delicate viands and excellent wines, auoi- 
ding luxurie, and refuſing ſpeech to one another , not looking torth ar 
the windowes, to heare no cries of dying people, or ſec any coarlcs car- 
ried to buriall; but hauing muſicall inſtruments, lucd chere1n all poſſible 
pleaſure. Others were of a contrary opinion, who auouched,thar there 
was no other phyſicke more certaine, for a diſcalc ſo deſperate, then to 
drinke hard, be merry among themſelues, ftnging continually, walking 
euery where, and fatistying their appetites with whatſocuer they deſired, 
laughing, and mocking at euery mourncfull accident, and ſorhey vowed 
to ſpend day and night: for now they wovld goe to one Tauerne, then to 
another, lining without any rule or meaſure; which they might very caſi- 
lie doe, becaule euery one of them, (as it he were to liue no longer in this 
Weld) had euen forſaken all chings that he had. By meancs whercof 
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che moſt part of the houſes were become common, and all ſtrangers, 
might doethelike (if they pleaſed to aduenture it ) cuen as boldly as the 
Lord or owner, without any let or contradiction, 
Yet in all this their beaſtly behaviour, they were wiſe enough, to ſhun 
(ſo much as they might ) the weake and fickly : In which miſery and af- 
fiction of our City, the venerable authority of the Lawes, as well divine 
as humane, was cuen deſtroyed, as it were, throvgh want of the awetull 
Miniſters of them. For they being all dead , or lying ſicke with there}, 
or elſe 11ued (o (olitary, inſuch greatnecelſity otſervants and attendants, 
as they could not execute any office, whereby it was lawtull for eucry one 
to doe as he liſted. 
>erweene theſe two rehearſed extremities of life, there were other of 
a more moderate temper , not bcing lo daintily cieted as the firſt, nor 
drinking fo Ciflolutely as the ſecond ; but vied all things fufh:ienr for 
their appetites, and withour ſhutting vp themſelucs , walked abroade, 
ſome carrying {weete noſe-gayes of flowers in their hands; others odori- 
ferous herbes, and others diuers kinds of ſpicerics,holding theni to their 
noſes, and thinking them moſt comfortable for the braine, becauſe the 
ayre ſcemed to be much infected,by the noylome imeil of dead carkaſes, 
and other hurctull ſauours. Some otherthere were alſo of more inhu- 
mane minde (howbeit peraduenture it might be the ſureit) ſaying, that 
there was no better phylicke againſtthe peſtilence, nor yet ſo good; as to 
flic away from it, which argument mainely mouing them, and caring for 
no body but themiſelues, very many, both men and women, forſooke the 
City, their owne houles, their Parengs, kindred, triends, and goods, flv- 
ing to other mens dwellings elle-where. Asif thc wrath okGod, inpu- 
nithing the f1nnes of men with this plague, would tall heauily vpon none, 
but ſuch as were encloſed within the City wals; orelfe perſwading them- 
(clues, that not any one ſhould there be letr aliue, but that che finall en- 
ding of all things was come. 
Now albei: theſe perſons in their diverſity of opinions died not all, fo 
vndoubredly they did not all eſcape; bur many among them becommirg 
licke, and making a generall exarmple of their fl.ght and folly, among 
them that could not ſtirre out of their beds, they languithed more per- 
plexedly then the other did. Ler vs omic,that one Citizen fled af;er ano- 
ther, and one neighbour had not any care of atother , Parents nor kin- 
redneuer viſiting them , but veterly they were forſaken on all ſides: this 
tribulation pierced into the hearts of men, and with ſuch a dreadfull ter- 
rour, that one Brother forſooke another; the Vnkle the Nephew, the Si- 
ſter the Brother,and the Wite her Husband: nay,a matter much greater, 
and almoſt incredible ; Fathers and Mothers fled away from their owne 
Children , cuen asif they had no way appertained to them. In regard 
whereot,it could be no otherwiſe, but that acountleſſe multitude of men 
and women tell {icke; finding no charity among their triends , except a 
very tew, and ſubiced to the auarice of ſeruants, who attended them 
conſtrainedly, for great and vnreaſonable wages) yet few of choſe 8 
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Jants ro be found any where too. And they were men or women bur of 
t}aſc condition,as allo of groſer vnderſtanding,who ncuer before had ſer- 
ued in any ſuch neceſſicies, nor indeed were any way clſc to be imployed, 
butto giuc the ſicke perſon ſuch things ashe called for, or to awaite the 
houre of his death; in the performance of which ſeruices, ofteatimes for 
gaine, they loſttheir owne lives, | 

[n this extreame calamity, the ficke being thus forſaken of neighbors, 
kinred,and iriends,ftanding alſo in ſuch need of ſeruants; a cuſtome came 
vp among them, neuer heard of before, that there was not any woman, 
how noble,young,ort faire focuer ſhee was, but falling ſicke,ſhee muſt of 
neceſſity 1auc a man to attend ner , were he young or otherwilc, reſpe&t 
of ſhame or modeſty no way preuailing , but all parts ofher body mu 
be diſcoucred to him, which (in the like vrgency) was not to be ſeenc by 
any but women : whercon enſued afterward, that vpon the parties hea- 
ling and recoucry, it was the occaſion of further diſhoneſty, which many 
being more modeltly curious of, refuſed ſuch diſgracefull atrending,chu- 
ſing rather to dic, then by ſuch helpe to be healed. In regard whercof, as 
well through the want of conuenient remedies , ( which the licke by no 
meanes could attain vato) as alſo the violence of the conragion, the mul- 
titude of them that dicd night and day, was ſo great, that it wasa dread- 
full ſight to behold,and as much to heare ſpoken of, So that meere neceſ- 
{iry(amongthem that remained liuing)begat new behauiours,quite con- 
trary to all which had beene in former times, and frequently vicd among 
the City lonbabirants. | 

The cuſtome of precedent dayes(as now againe it is)was,that women, 
kinred, neighbours, and friends, would meete together at the deceaſed 
partics houſe, and there, with them that were of neercſt alliance.cxpreſlc 
they hearts ſorrow for their friends loſle. It not thus, they would aflem- 
ble betore the doore, with many of the beſt Cittizens and kindred, and 
(according to the quality of the deceaſed) rhe Clergy met there likewiſe, 
and the dead body was carried (in comely manner) on mens ſhoulders, 
with tunerall pompe of Torch-light, and ſinging, to the Church appoin- 
ted by the deceaſed. But theſe ſeemely orders, after thar the tury of the 
peſtilence began to cncreaſe, they in like manner altogether ceaſed, and 
other new cuſtomes came in their place; becauſe not onely people diced, 
without hauing any women about them, bur infinitesallo paſt out of this 
lite, not hauing any witneſſe, how,when, or in what mariner they depar- 
ted. So that few or none there were, to deliuer outward ſhew of ſorrow 
and pricuing: bur inſteed thereof, diuers declared idle ioy andreioycing, 
a vie ſoone learned of immodett women, hauing put off al teminine com. . 
paſſion, yea,or regard of their owne welfare, | 

Very tew alſo would accompany the body to the graue, and they nor 
any of the Neighbours, akhough ithad beene an honourable Citrizen, 
but onely the meaneltkinde of people, ſuch as were grauc-makers,coffin- 
bearcrs,or the like, that did thele ſcruices onely for money,and the beere 
bcing mounted on their ſhoulders, inall haſke they would runne away 
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with it, not perhaps to the Church appointed by the dead,but to the nee 
reſt at hand , hauing ſome foure or ſixe poore Prieſts following , with 
lights or no lights, and thoſe of the ſillicſt ; ſhort ſeruice being ſaid at the 
buriall, andthe body vnreuerently throwne into the firſt open graue they 
found. Such was the pittifull miſery of poore people, and divers, who 
were of better condition, as it was molt ſamentable to behold ; becauſe 
the greater number of them, vnder hope of healing,or compelled by po- 
uerty,kept ſtill within their houſes weake and faint, thouſands falling ſick 
daily, and hauing no helpe, or being ſuccoured any way with foode oc 
phyſicke, all of them died, few or none eſcaping. 

Great ſtore there were, that died in the ſtreetes byday or night, and 
many more beſide,although they dicd in their houſes;yer firſt they made 
it knowne to their neighbours , that their lives periſhed , rather by the 
noyſome ſmcll of dead and putrified bodies, then by any violence of the 
diſeaſe in themſelues. So that of theſe and the reſt, dying in this manner 
euery where, the neighbours obſerucd one courſe of behauiour, (moued 
thereto no leſle by teare , that the ſmell and corruption of dead bodies 
ſhould harme them, then charitable reſpe& of rhe dead) that themiſclues 
when they could, or being aſſiſted by ſome bearers of coarſes, when the 
wer able to procure the, wold hale the bodics(alreadie dead)out of their 
houſes, laying them betore their doores,where ſuch as paſſed by, eſpeci- 
ally in the mornings,might ſee them lying in no meane numbers. After- 
ward, Bieres were brought thicher,and ſuch as might nor haue the helpe 
of Bicres,were glad to lay them on tables; and Bieres hauc bin obſerucd, 
not onely to be charged with two or three dead bodies at once,but many 
times it was ſcene al{o,that the witewithche husband, two or three Bre- 
thren together; yea, the Father and the mother, hauc thus becne carried 
along to the graue vpon one Biere, 

Moreouer, oftentimes it hath bene ſ{cene,that when two Prieſts wenr 
with one Croſſe to fetch the body ; there would follow(behind)three or 
foure bearers with their Bicres, and when the Prieſts intended the buri- 
all but of one bodie,ſixe or eight more haue made vp the aduantage, and 
yet none of them being attended by wy ſcemly company, lights,reares, 
or the very leaſt decencie, but it plainly appeared, that the veric like ac- 
count was then made of men or Women, as if they had bene Dogges or 
Swine . Wherein might manifeſtly bee noted, that that which the na- 
eurall courſe of things could not ſhewe to the wiſe, with rare and little 
loſle, to wir, the patient ſupport of miſcries and misfortunes , euen in 
cheir worm height : not onely the wiſe might gow learne, butalſo thd 
veric {1mpleſt people ; &in ſuch ſort, that they ſhould alwaics beprepa- 
red againſt all infelicities whatſoever. 

Hallowed ground could not now ſuffice, for the great multitude of 
dead bodics,which were daily brought to euery Church inthe City,and 
euery houre inthe day ; neither could the bodies haue proper place of 
buriall,according to our ancient cuſtome : wherfore,after that the chur- 
ches and Church-yards werefilled, they were conſtrained to make vſc of 
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great decpe ditches ,wherein they were buried by hundreds at once,ran- 
kng dead bodies along in graues, as Merchandizes are laide along in 
ſhips,coucring each atrer other with a ſmall quantity of carth,& fo ; #60 
filled at laſt vp the whole ditch tothe brim. 7 

Now, becauſe I would wander no further in cueric particularity,con- 
cerning the miſeries happening in our Citie : I tell you, that extremitics 
running on in ſuch manner as you haue heard, little lefſe ſpare was made 
in the Villages round about ; wherein (ſerting aſide encloſed Caſtles, 
which were now filled like to ſmall Cities) poore Labourcrs and Huſ- 
band-men, with their whole Families, dyed moſt miſerably in our- 
houſes, yea, and inthe. open fieldes alſo; without any affiſtance of phy- 
ſicke, or helpe of ſeruants; & likewiſe in the high -wayes,or their plough- 
edlandes, by day ornight indifferently, yernot as men, bur like brute 
beaſts, 

By meanes whereof, they became lazie and ſlothfullin their daily en- 
deuours, euen like to our Citizens ; not minding or medling with their 
wonted affaires: but, as awaiting for death every houre, imployed all 
their paines, not in caring any way for themſclucs, their cattle, or gathe- 
ring the fruits of the earth, or any of their accuſtomed labours ; but ra- 
ther waſted and conſumed,cuen ſuch as were for their inſtant (uſtenance. 
Whereupon,it fell ſo our, that their Oxen, Aſſes, Shcepe,and Goares, 
their Swine, Pullen,yea their verie Dogges,thetrucſt and faithlulleſ ſer- 
uants to men, being beaten and baniſhed from their houſes, went wildly 
wandring avroad in the fields, where the Corne grew ſtill onthe ground 
without gathering, or being ſo much as reapt or cut. Many of the fore- 
ſaid beaſts(as endued with reaſon)*after they had paſtured themſelues in 
the day time, would returne full fed at night home to their houſes, with- 
out any gouernment of Heard{men,or any other. 

How many faire Palaces ! How many goodly Houſes ! How many 
noble habitations, filled before with families of Lords and Ladies, were 
then to be ſeene emprie,without any one there dwelling,except ſome fi]- 
ly ſeruant } How many Kinereds, worthy of memory ! tow many great 
inheritanccs ! And what plenty of riches, were left without any true 
ſucceſſours ? How many good men ! How many woorthy W omen ! 
How many valiant and comely yong men, whom none but Galen, Hypo- 
crates, and Eſculaprus (if they were living) could haue bene reputed any 
way vnhealchfull; were ſeene co dine at morning, with their Parents, 
Friends, and familiar confederates, and went to ſup in another world 
with their Predeceſſors ? 

It is no meane breach to my braine, ro make repetition of ſo many 
mileries ; whereforc, being willing to part withthem as caſily as I may : 
I ſay that our Citi being in this caſe, voide of inhabitants, it came to 
paſſe(as afterward I vnderſtoode by ſome of good credite ) that inthe 
venerable Church of $. Marie !a Neufue, on a Tueſday morning, there 
being then no other perſon, after rhe hearing of divine Seruice,in mour- 
ning habirs(as the ſcaſon required) returned thence ſeuen _— yong 
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Gentlewomen, all allyed together, either by triendſhip, neighbor-hoogd, 
or parentage. She among them that was moſt entred into yeares,cxcec- 
ded not eight and twenty ; and the yongeſt was no lefſerhen eighteene ; 
being of Nobledeſcent, faire forme, adorned with cxquilite behaviour, 
and gracious modelty, 

Their names I could report,if iuſt occaſion did not forbid itin regard 

of the occaſions following by them related, and becaulec times heercat- 
ect ſhall not taxe them with reproofe the Jawes of plealure being more 
ſtraircd now adayes (for the matters before reucaled) then at that ume 
they were, not onely totheir yeares, but to many much riper . Neither 
will I likewiſe miniſter matter to raſh heades (ouer-readie in cenluring 
commendable life) any way to impaire the honeſtie of Ladies, by therr 
idle derracting ſpeeches. And therefore ,to the end that what cach of 1:0 
faith, may be comprehended without contuſion I purpole to ſtile the-1 
by names, wholly agreeing, or (in part) conformable to their qualities . 
Thefirſt and moſt aged, we will name Pampinea; the ſecond Fiamerta; 
the third Philamena ;the fourth Amilia ; the fift Lawretta; the f1xt Vei- 
phila, and the laſt we terme (not without occaſion) Elſa, or Eliza, All 
of them being aſſembled at a corner of the Church, nor by any delibera- 
tion formerly appointed, bur meercly by accident, and fitting as it were 
in around ring : after diuers ſighs ſeuerally deliuered, they conterred on 
ſundry matters anſwerable to the ſad qualitie of the time, and vvithin a 
while atter, Madam Pamprnea began in this manner. 

Faire Ladies, you may (no doubt as well as I) hauc often heard, that 
no 1niury is oftered to any one, byſuch as make vic bur of their owne 
right. It is athiog naturall for eueric 6ne which is borne inthis VVorld, 
to aide, conſerue, and defend her life fo long as ſhee can ; andthis right 
lath bene ſo powerfully permitted,that although ir hath ſometimes hap- 
pened, that (to defend cthemſelues) men have beene {laine without any 
offence : yet Lawes haue allowed it to be ſo, in whoſe folicitude lieth the 
beſt huing of all mortals. How much more honeſt and iuſt is it then for 
vs, and for euery other well-diſpoſed perſon,to ſecke for(without wron- 
ging any) and to praiſe all remedies that wee can, forthe conſeruation 
of our liues ? VV hen I well conſider, what we hauc heere done this mor- 
ning, and many other already paſt ;remernbring (withally' what likewiſe 
is proper and conuenientfor vs : I, concciue (as all you way do the like) 
chat cueric one of vs hath a due reſpe of her ſelfe, and then I meruaile 


not, butrather am much amazed (knowing none of vsto be depriued of 


a Womans beſt iudgement) that wee ſecke notafter ſome remedies for 
our clues, againſt thar, whick cuery one among vs, ought (in reaſon)to 
feare. 

Heere we mecte and remaine (as it ſecmeth to mee) in no other man- 
ner, then as if we would or ſhould be witneſſes ,toallthe dead bodies at 
reſt intheir graucs; orelſe to liſten,when che religious Siſters here dwel- 
ling (whoſe number now are well-neere come to be none at all) {ing Ser- 
uice atſuch houres as they ought co do; orelſcto acquaint all A 
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hither (by our mourning habites) with the quality and quantitie of our 
hearts mileries. And when we part hence, we mcere withnone but dead 
bodics ; or licke perlons tranſported from one place to another ; or clſc 
we ſee runnigg thorow the City (in moſt offenſive fury) fuch as (by au- 
choritic of publike Lawes) were baniſhed hence, onely for their bad and 
bruſh behaviour in contempt of thoſe Lawes, becauſe now they know, 
that the executors otthem are dead and ſicke. And it not thele,more la- 
mentable {peCtacles pretent themſelues to vs, by the bale rafcality of the 
Citie ; who being tatted with our blood, tearme themlſclues Grauc-ma- 
ers, and in mcere contemptible mockerie of vs, are mounted on horſe- 
backe, gallopping euerie where, reproaching vs with our loſles and mil- 
{oy tunes, with lewd and diſhoneſt ſongs : ſo that we can hear nothing cls 
butſuch an ſuch are dead, and ſuch and ſuch lic adying; heere hands 
wringing, and evcric where moſt pittifull complaining. 

[t we recurne home to our houſes (I know not whether your caſe bee 
inf{werable to mine) when I can finde none of all! my Family, but onely 
my poore waiting Chamber-maide ſo great are my feares, that the ve- 
ric haire on my head declareth my arnazeinent, and wherelfocuer I go or 
ſir downe, methinkes I [ce the ghoſjes and ſhadowes of deceaſed friends, 
not with ſuch louely lookes as I was wont to behold them, but with moſt- 
horrid and dreadfuil regards, newly ſtolne vpon them I know not how. 
In theſe re{peQs, both heere, cl{e-where, and at home in my houſe, me- 
thinkesI am alwaies il], and much more (in mine owne opinion) then a- 
ny other bodie, not haning meanes or placcof retirement,as all we hauc, 
and none fo reinaine heere bur onely we. (1 

Moreover, | hauec often heard it (aid, that in tarrying or departing, no 
i{\nEt1on 15 made in things honeſt or diſhoneſt; onely appetite. will be 
{crued ; and be they alone or in company, by day or night,they do what- 
locuer their appetite defireth : not ſecular perſons onely, bur ſuch as are 
rccluſes, and (hut vp within Monaſteries, breaking the Lawes of obedi- 
ence, and being addicted to pleaſures of the fleſh, are become aſciuious 
and di\[olute, making the world beleeue, that whatfocuer is conuenient 
tor other women, is no way vabeſceming them, as thinking im that man- 
ner to eſcape. A 

[t it be ſo, as manifeſtlie it maketh ſhew of it ſelfe ; What do we here? 
\\ hat ſtay we for ? And whereondo we dreame ? Why are we more re- 
ſpectleſle of our health, then all the reſt of the Cirizens* 'Repute we our 
{clues lefſe precious then all the other? Or do we beleeue, that lite is hin- 
ked to our bodies with ſtronger chaines, then to others, and thatthere- 
fore we ſhould not feare any thing thathath power to offend vs? Wee 
erre therein, and are deceiued. What brutiſhneſle were it in vs, if wee 
{ouid vrge any ſuch belecfe? So often as wee call to minde, what, and 
how many gallant yong men and women, haue beene devoured by this 
cruell peſtitence z wee may evidently obſerne a contrary argument, 

\'V herefore, to the end, that by being ouer-ſcrupulous and carclefle, 
we tail not into ſuch danger, whence when we would (pcrhaps)we canot 
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recouer our ſelues by any meanes : I thinke it meere ( if your iudgement 


therein ſhall jiumpe with mine) that all of vs as we are (at leaſt, if we will 
doe as diuers before vs haue done,and yer daily endeauour to doe)ſhun- 
ning death by the honeſt example of other , make our retreatero our 
Countrey houſes,wherewith all of vs are ſufhciently furniſhed, and there- 
to delight our ſelues as beſt we may,yet without tranſgreſling (in any a) 
the limits of reaſon. There ſhall we hcare the pretty-birds ſweetly ſing- 
ing, ſce the hilles and plaines verdantly flouriſhing ; the Corne twaning 
in the field like the billowes of the Sea; infinite ſtore of goodly trees, and 
the Heauens more fairely open to vs,then here we can behold them: And 
alchough they are iuſtly diſpleaſed, yer will they notthere denic vs berter 
beautics to gaze on, then the walles in our City (emptied of Inhabitants) 
can offoord vs. 

Morcouer, the Ayre is much freſh and cleere, and generally, there is 
farre greater abundance of all things whatſocuer, needefull at thisrime 
for preſeruation of our health, and leſle offence or molleſtation then wee 
find here. 

And although Countrey people die, as well as heere our Citi- 
zens doc, the gricte notwithſtanding is ſo much thelefſe, as the houſes 
and dwellers there arc rare, in compariſon of them in our City. And 
beſide, if we well obſerue it, here wee forſake no particular perſon, butra- 
ther wee may tearme our ſelues forſaken; in regard that our Husbands, 
Kinred, and Friends, cither dying, or flying from the dead, haucleft vs 
alone in this great affliftion, even as if we were no way belonging vnto 
them. And therefore, by following this counſell , wee cannot fall into 
any reprehenſion; whereas it we negle&t and refuſe it, danger, diſtreſſe, 
and death, (perhaps) may enſue thereon. 

\V herefore , if youthinke good, I would allow it for well done, to 
take our waiting women, with all ſuch things as are needfull for vs, and 
( as this day) betake our ſelues to one place, to morrow to another, ta- 
king there ſuch pleaſure and recreation , as ſo fweere a ſeaſon liberall 
beſtoweth on vs, In which manner we may remaine,tillwe ſee (if S_ 
otherwiſe preyent vs not)what endethe gracious Heauens haue reſerued 
for vs. I would haueyou alſo to conlider, that itisno lefſe ſeemely for 
vs ro part hence honeſtly , then a great number of other Women to re- 
maine here immodeſtly. | 

The other Ladies and Gentlewomen,having heard Madam Pampines, 
not onely commended her counſell, but deſiring alſo to pur ir in execu- 
tion; had already particularly conſulted with themſclues,by what means 
they might inſtantly depart ftromthence. Neuertheleſſe, Madam Philo- 
mena, who was very wile, ſpake thus. 

Albcir taire Ladies, the caſe propounded by Madam Pampinea hath 
beenevery wel delivered;yet(for all that)itis againſt reaſon for vs to ruſh 
on, as We are ouer-ready to doe. Remember that we are all women, and 
no one among vs is ſo childiſh, but may conſider, that when wee 


ſhall 
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(hall be lo aſſembled together, without prouidence or conduct of ſom "va 


man, we can hardly goucrne our ſelues. We arc traile, offen(iue, ſuſpi- 
cious, weake ſpirited, and tcarctull: in regard of which imperteQtions, I 

reatly doubt (if we haue no better direQtion then our owne) this lociety 
will ſooner diſſolue it ſelfe, and (perchance) with leflc honour to vs, then 
if we neucr had begunne it, And therefore ir ſhall be expedient tor vs, 
to prouide before wee procecde any further. Madam El://a hereon thus 
replicd. 

"__" rue it is, that men arc the chicfe or head of women,and withour 
their order, {ildome times doe any matters of ours ſort to commendable 
ende, But what meanes (hal we make for men? we all know well enough, 
that the moſt part of our friends are dead, and ſuch as areljuing, ſome be 
diſpearſed here, others there, into diuers places and companies, where 
we hauc no knowledge of their being. And to accept of ſtrangers, would 
ſceme very inconuenient z wherefore as we haue ſuch carc of our health, 
ſo ſhould wee be as reſpeCtiue (withall) in ordering our intention : that 
whercſocucr wee aime at our pleaſure and contentment , reproote and 
ſcandall may by no meanes purſue vs. 

While this diſcourſe thus held among the Ladies , three young Gen- 
tlemen came forth of the Church ( yetnot ſo young, but the yovngeſt 
had attained to fiue and twenty yeeres) in whom, neither malice ofthe 
time, loſle of friends or kinred , nor any fearcfull conceit in the;mſc lues, 
had the power to quench afteion; bur (perhaps) might alittle coole it, 
in rcgacd of the queazy ſeaſon. One of them called himſelte Pamphiles, 
the ſecond /hiloſtratrs, and the laſt Dionews. Each of them was very affa- 
ble and well conditioned, and walked abroade (for their greater comfort 
in ſuci1 a time of tribulation) totrie if they could meete with their faire 
friends, who (happily) might all three be among theſe {eauen, and the 
reſt kinne vnto them in one degree or other. No ſooner were theſe La- 
dieseſpyed by them, but they met with them alſo in the ſame aduantage; 
whereupon Madam Pampinea (amiably {miling) ſaide. 

Sec how graciouſly Fortune is fauourable to our beginning , by pre- 
{cnting our eyes with three ſo wiſe and worthy young Gentlemen , who 
will gladly be our guides and ſeruants, if we doe not diſdaine them the of- 
fice. Madam Neiphila beganne immediatly to bluſh,becauſe one of them 
11ada louc inthe company, and ſaide; Good Madam Pampinea take heed 
what you ſay, becauſe (of mine owne knowledge) nothing can be ſpoken 
bu © g00d of them all; and I thinke them all to be abſolurely ſufficient, for 
alarre greater employment then is here intended : as being well worthy 
to keepe company, not onely with vs, but them of more faire and preci- 
ous eiteemethen we are. But becauſe it appeaceth plainely cnough,that 
they beare affetion to ſome here among vs : I feare, if wee ſhould make 
the motion, that ſome diſhonour or reproofe may enſue thereby,and yet 
without blame either in vs or them. That is nothing at all, anſwered Ma- 
dam Philomena, let mee liue honeſtly, and my conſcience not checke me 
with any crime;ſpeake then who can to the contrary,God and truth ſhal 
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enter armes for me. I wiſh that they were as willing to come, as a!lwee 
are to bid them welcome : for truly (as Madam Pampmea ſaide) wee may 
very well hope that Fortune will bee furtherous toour purpoled tour. 
ney. 

The other Ladics hearing them ſpeake in ſuch manner, not onely were 
Glent to themſclues,but all with one accord and conſent ſaide,that it were 
well done to call them, and to acquaint them with their intention, en- 
treating their company in fo pleaſant a voyage. Whereupon , without 
any more words , Madam Pampinea mounting on her teete (becauſe one 
ofthe three was her Kinſman ) went rowards thers, as they ſtood reſpec- 
tiucly obſerving them; and (with a pleaſing countenance) giuing them a 
gracious ſalutation, declared rothem their deliberation, deſiring (in be- 
halfc of all the reſt) that with a brotherly and modeſt minde, they would 
vouchſafe to beare them company. 

The Gentlemen imagined at the firſt apprehenſion, that this was ſpo- 
ken in mockage of them, bur when they better percciued, that her words 
tended to folemne earneſt; they made anſwer, rhat they were all heartily 
ready to doc them any ſeruice. And without any turther delaying , be- 
fore they parted thence , rooke order for their apteſi furniſhing withall 
conuenient neceſlaries, and ſent word to the place of their firſt appoint- 
ment. On the morrow, being Wedneſday about breake of day, the La- 
dies, with certaine of their attending Gentlewomen, and the three Gen- 
tlemen, hauing three ſeruants to waite on them; left the Ciry to beginne 
their iourney, and having trauelled about a lcagues Ciſtance, arriued at 
the place of their firſt purpoſe of ſtay ; which was ſeared on alittle hill, 
diſtant (on all f1des)from any high way, plenrifully ſtored with faire ſprea- 
ding Trees , affoording no mcane delight to the eye. On the top of all 
ſtood a ſtately Pallace,hauing a large and ſpacious Court in the middeſt, 
round engirt with galleries, hals and chambers,cuery onc (cparate alone 
by themſclues, and beautified with pictures of admirable cunning. Nor 
was there any want of Gardens, Meadowes, and other pleaſant walkes, 
with welles and ſprings of fairc running waters, all encompaſſed with 
branching vines, fitter for curious and quafhng bibbers, then women ſo- 


 berand ſingularly modeſt. 


This Pallace the company found fully fitted and prepared, the beddes 
in the Chambers made and daintily ordered,thickly firewed with variety 
of lowres,which could not but giue them the greater contentment, Dv0- 
neus, who (aboue the other) was a pleaſant young gallant,and full of infi- . 
nite witty conceits, ſaide; Your wit (faire Ladies) hath better guided vs 


hither , then our prouidence. I know not how you haue determinedto 
- diſpoſe of yourcares; as for mine owne,, I left them at the City gate, 


when I camethence with you : and therefore let your reſolution be, to 
ſpend the time here in ſmiles and ſinging (I meane, as may fitteſt agree 
with your dignity)or elſe giue me leaue to goe ſeeke my ſorrowes againe, 
and ſo to remaine diſcontented in our deſolate City. Madam Pampinea 
hauing in like mannex ſhaken off her ſorrowes , deliuering amodeſt and 


baſhfulj 
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baſhfull ſmile,replied in this manner. 
Dioners, well haue you ſpoken, itis fit to liue mertily, and no other oc- 
calion made vs forſake the (icke and ſad Citie. Bur, becauſe ſuch things 
as are without meane or meaſure , are ſubie& to no long continuance. 
I, who began the mocion , whereby this ſociery is thus aſſembled, and 
- aye atthe long laſting thereof : doe hold it very conuenicnt, that wee 
ſhould all agree , ro haue one chiete commaunder among vs, in whom 
the care and prouidence ſhould conſiſt, for direQion of our merriment, 
performing honour and obedieace to the patty , as to our Patrone and 
fole Gouernour. And becauſe cuery one may feele the burthen of ſolli- 
citude , as alſo the pleaſure of commaunding, and conſequently haue a 
ſenſible rake of both , whereby no enuie may ariſe on any ſide : I could 
wiſh, that each one of vs (tor a day onely) ſhould feele both the burthen 
and honour, and the perſon ſo to be aduanced, ſhallrecciuec it from the 
election of vs all. As for ſuch as are to ſucceede, after him or her that 
hath had the dayes of dominion : the party thought ht for ſucceſſion, 
muſtbe named ſo ſoone as night approacheth. And being in this emi- 
nencie {according as he or ſhe ſhall pleaſe) hee may order and diſpoſe, 
how lorg the time of his rule ſhalllaſt , as alſo of the place and manner, ( 
where beſt we may continue our delight. 
Theſe words were highly pleaſing to themall , and, by generall voyce, 
Madame Pamprmea was choſea Queene for the firſt day. Whereupon, 
Madame Philomena ranne preſently toa Bay-tree, becauſe ſhe had often 
heard, what honour belonged to thoſe branches, and how worthy of ho- 
nour they were, that righttully were crowned with them, plucking off di- 
uers branches, ſhe mace of them an apparant and honourable Chapler, 
placing it (by generall conſent) vpon her head, and this, ſo long as their 
company continued , manifeſted to all the reſt , the ſignall of dominion 
and Royall greatneſle. 
After that Madame Pamprnea was thus made Queene,ſhe commanded 
publique (ilence, and cauling the Gentlemens three ſervants,and the wai- 
ting women alſo (being foure in number) to be brought before her, thus 
(hee began. Becauſc I am to giue the firſt example to you ail , whereby 
(proceeding on from good to better) our company may liue in order 
and pleaſure, acceptable to all, and without ſhame to any : I create Par- 
meno (ſeruant to Dionews) Maiſter of the Houſhold, hee taking the care 
_ and charge of all our t:ayne, and for whaiſocuer apperraineth to our 
Hall ſeruice. I appoint alſo that Siliſco (ſeruant to Pamphilws) ſhall be 
our Diſpencer and Treaſurer , performing that which Parmeno ſhall 
commaund hum. And that Tindaroſerue as Groome of the Chamber, to =. 
Pruloftrattys his Maiſter, and the other two,when his fellowes(tmpeached 
by their offices) cannot be preſent. Mifia my Chambermaid, and Liceca 
(belonging to Philomena) ſhall ſerue continually in the Kitchin) and di- 
ligently make ready ſuchvyands , as ſhall be deliuered them by Parmene.. 
Chimera, viayting-womanto Lauretta, and Stratilia (appertaining to Fi- 
47metta) ſhall haue the charge and gouernement of rhe Ladies Cham- 
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bers, and preparing all places where we ſhall be preſent. Moreover, we 
will and commaund euery one of them (as they defire to deſerue our 
ce) that whereſocuer they goe or come , or whatſocuer they heare or 
fe: they eſpecially reſpeQ to bring vs tydings of them. After ſhce had 
ſummarily deliucred them theſe orders, very much commended of cuery 
one ; ſhee aroſe fearetully, ſaying. Hecre wee haue Gardens, Orchards, 
Meadowes, and other places of ſufficient pleaſure, where cuery one may 
ſport & recreate themſelues: bur ſo ſoone as the ninth houre ſtriketh, then 
all ro meetc here againe, to dine in the coole ſhade. 
This iocund company hauing receiued licence from their Queene to 
diſport themſelues,the Gentlemen walked with the Ladies into a goodly 
Garden,making Chaplcts and Noſegayes of diuers flowers, and ſinging 
filently to themſelues. When they had ſpent the time limitted by the 
Queene,, they returned intothe houſe , where they found that Parmens 
had effectually executed his office. For, when they entred into the Hall, 
they ſaw the Tables couered with delicate white naperie, and the Glaſſes 
looking like {iluer, they were ſotranſparantly cleare, all the roome beſide 
ſtreamed with flames of Iuniper. Vhen the Queene and all the reſt had 
waſhed ; according as Parmeno gauec order, ſo euery one was ſeated at the 
Table: the vyands (delicately dreſt) were ſerued in , and excellent wines 
plentifully deliuered, none attending but the chree ſeruants, and little or 
no loud table-talke paſſing among them. 
Dinner being ended , and the tables withdrawne (all the Ladies, and 
the Gentlemen nyiſh: being skilfull both in ſinging and dauncing, and 
playing on inſtruments artificially)the Queene commaunded,that diuers 
inſtruments ſhould be brought, _— ſhe gaue charge) Dionews tooke a 
Lute , and Fiammetta a Violl degamba, and began to play an cxcellent 
daunce. VVhereuponthe Queene, with the reſt of che Ladies, andthe 
other two young Gentlemen (hauing ſent their atrending ſeruants te 
dinner) paced foorth a daunce very maieſtically. And when the daunce 
was ended , they lnag ſundry excellent Canzonets , out-wearing ſo the 
rime, vntill the Queene commaunded them all co reſt, becauſe the houre 
did neceſlarily require it. The Gentlemen hauing their Chambers farre 
ſeucred from the Ladies, curiouſly ſtrewed with flowers, and their beds 
adorned in exquiſite manner , as thoſe of the Ladies were not a iotc in- 
feriour to them : the ſilence of the night beſtowed ſweer reſt on them all. 
In the morning, the Queene and all the reſt being riſea, accounting ouer- 
much flecpe to ve very hurtfull: they walked abroade into agoodly Mea- 
dowe, where the grafſe grew verdantly , and the beames of the Sunne 
hearcd not ouer-violently , becauſe the ſhades of faire ſpreading trees 
$2ue a temperate calmeneſſe, coole and gentle winds fanning their ſweer 
reath plealingly among them. All of them being there ſer downe in a 
round ring, and the Queene inthe middeſt, as being the appointed place 
of eminencie, ſhe ſpake in this manner. 
Youlee (faire company) thatthe Sunne is highly mounted , the heate 


(clſe-where) too extreme for ys, and therfore here is our fitteſt refuge,the 
ayre 
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acceptableto you (I purpoſing to follow inthe ſame courſe of Fes Y 
think we 


The Ladies & Gentlemen allowed of the motion, to ſpend the time 
in telling pleaſant tales ; whereupon the Queene ſaide ; Seeing you have 
approoucd mine aduice, 1 grant free permiſſion for this firſt day, that e- 
uery one ſhall relate, what to him or her is beſt pleaſing . And turning 
her ſelfe to Pamphiluws (who was ſeated on her right hand) gauehim fa- 
uour,with one of his Nouels, to begin the recreation: which he not da- 
ring to deny, and percciuing generall attention prepared for him, thus 
he began. | 


Meſfire Chappelet du Prat, by mou 4 falſe confeſſion, beeuyled an holy Rehi- 
gious man, and after dyed. And hauing (during hs life time) bene a rverie 
bad man, at bis death wat reputed to be a Saint, and called $S.Chappelet. 

The firſt Nouell. 

Wherein i contained, bow hard 4 thing it s, to diitinguiſh goodneſſe from hy- 
pocrifie; and how (wonder the ſhadow of holineſſe) the wickednes of one man, 
may deceine many. | 


SC T is a matter moſk conuenient(deare Ladies) that a man 
3 Yf ought to begin wharſocuer he doth,in the great and gla- 
= ſ||rious name ofhim, who wasthe Creator of all thinges, 
<4 \hercfore, ſecing that I amthe man appointed, to be- 
& gin this your invention of diſcourſing Nouelties : I in- 
Xia icndto begin alſowith one of his wonderfull workes. To 
the end, rhar this beeing heard, ourhope may remaine on him, as the 
thing onely permanent, and his namefor euer to be praiſed by vs. Now, 
asthere is nothing more cergaine, but that cuen as temporall things are 
morrall and tranfitory, ſo arc they both in and out of themſclues, full of 


ſorrow, paine, and anguiſh, and ſubic&ed to infinite dangers : So inthe 


ſame manner, weliue mingled among them, ſceming as part of them, - 


and cannat (without ſomeerrcor) continue or defend our ſclues, if God 
by his eſpeciall grace andfauour , giue vs not ſtrength and good vnder- 
Randing, Which power we may not beleeuc, that cither it deſccnderh 
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to vs, or liucth in vs, by any merites of our owne ; but of his onely moſt 
gracious benignity. Mooucdneuerthelefle, and entreated by the inter- 
cefſions of them, who were (as we are) mortals ; and _—_ 
obſerued his commandements, are now with him in cternall blefſednes. 
To whom (as to aduocares and procurators, informed by the experi- 
ence of our frailty) wee are not to preſentour prayers inthe preſence of 
ſo great a ludge x6 only to himſclfe, for the obtaining of allfuchthings 
25 his wiſedomeknowerh to be moſt expedientfor vs. And well may we 
credit, that his goodneſle is more fully enclined rowards vs,in his conti- 

nuall bounty and liberality ; then the fubrilty ofany mortal eye,can reach | 
into the ſecret of ſodiuine a thought : and ſometimes therefore we may 
be beguiled in opinion, by cleRing ſuch and ſuch as our intercefſors be- 
fore his high Maicſty, who perhaps are farre off from him,ordriueninto 
perpetuall exile, as vnworthy to appeare in ſo glorious a preſence. For 
he, from whom nothing can be hidden, more regardeth the fincerity of 
him that prayeth, then ignoramtdeuotion, commirted to the truſt of a 
hcedlefſe interceſſor ; and ſuch prayers hauc alwaics gracious acceptati- 
on in his ſight. As manifeſtly will appeare, by the Nouell which Iintend 
to relate; manifeſtly (I ſay) not as in the iudgement of God, but accor- 

ding to the ahprchevſton of men. 

= V ERCGS7 >—Q There was one 
) 2 Irnamed, Muſciatto 
f Franceſi, whofrom 
SIJDQ (©) bccing a moſt rich 

DOSS 8 and great merchant 


Min France, was be- 
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SS9A\Q ome a Knight; and 
== \ preparing to go in- 

ro Tuſcany, with 

Monſieur Charles 

without Land, Bro- 

thertothe King of 

d) France (who vvas 


SS I /__© |, defired and incited 
Rn en ann Dau LS (2 to come thither by 
ODD! Pope Boniface) ford 
DEI DOT FRITH bis affaires greatly 
| ANEITFENENYS =] intricated here and 
there (as oftentimes the matters of Merchants fall outto bee) and that 
very hardly hee ſhould ſodainly vniatangle them, without referring the | 
charge ofthem to diuers perſons. And for all he tooke indifferent good 
order, onely he remained doubtfull, whom he might ſufficiently leaie,ro 
recouer his debts among many Burgwndians. And the rather was his care 
the more herein, becaulc he knew the Burgundians to be people of badde 
nature, rioters, brablers, full of calumny, and without any faithfulneſle : 
(o that he could not bethinke himſelfe of any man ſhow wicked ſocuer he 


was) 
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was) in whom he might repoſe truſt to mecte with theit lewdneſſe, Ha- 
110g along while cxamined his thoughts vpon this point, at laſt hee re- 
mermbred one maſter Chappelet ds Prat, who ofttimes had reſorted ro his 
houſe in Pars. And becauſe he was a man of htcle ſtature yet handſom 
enough, the French not knowing what this word Chappeler might mean, 
eſtceming he ſhould be called rather (in their tongue) Chappell, Imagi- 
ned, that in regard of his ſmall ſtature, they termed him Chappeler , and 
not Chappel,andſo by the name of Chappelet he was cuery where known, 
| andbytewornone acknowledged for Chappel. | 

This maſter Chappelet, was of fo good and commendable life ; thar, 
being a Notaric, he heldit in high Gifdaine, that any of his Contractes 
(although he made bur few) ſhould be found without falſhoode. And 
looke how many ſoeuer hee dealt withall, he would be vrged and requi- 
red thereto, offering them his paines and trauaile for nothing, but to be 
requited otherwiſe then by money ; which prooued to bee his much lar- 
ger recompencing, andteturned to him the farre greater benefit, Hee 
ro! ke the onely pleaſure of the world, to beare falſe witneſle,if hee were 
thereto entreated, and (oftentimes) when hee was not requeſted arall. 
Likewiſe, becauſe in thoſe times, great truſt and belecfe was giuen to an 
oath, he making no care or conſcience to be periured: greatly aduanra- 
gcd himſclte by Law ſnites,in regard that many marters relyed vpon his 
oath,and delivering the truth according to his knowledge. 

He delighted(beyond meaſure)and addifted his beſt ſtudies,to cauſe 
enmities & ſcandals between kindred and friends, or any other perſons, 
agreeing well together; and the more miſchiefe he could procure in this 
kind,ſo much the more pleaſure and delight tooke he therein. It he were 
called to kil'any one,or to do any other villanous deede, he neuer would 
make deniall,but goto it very willingly; and divers times it was wel kno- 
wen, that manywere cruelly bearen, ye flainc by his hands. Hee was a 
moſt horrible blaſphemer of God and his Saints, vpon the very leaftoc- 
caſion, as being more addicted to choller, then any other man could be. 
Neuer would he frequent the Church, but baſely contemned it,with the 
Sacraments andreligious rites therein adminiſtred, accounting them for 
vile and vnprofitable things: but very voluntarily would viſit Tavernes, 
and other places of diſhoneſt acceſle , which were continually pleaſing 
vnto him,to ſarisfic his luſt and inordinate lubricicic « Hee would ſcale 
both in publike and priuaze,cuen with ſuch a conſcience, as if it were gi- 
uen to him by nature ſo todo. He was a great glutton and a drunkarde, 
cuen till he was not able to take any more: being alſo a continuall game- 
na carrier of falſe Dice, to cheate with them the verie beſt Friendes 

chad. 

But why do I waſte time in ſuch extent of words > Vhen it may fut- 
ficeto ſay,that ncuer was there a worſe man borne; :whoſe wickednefle 
was for long time ſupported, by the fauour, power, avd Authoritie 
of Monſieur Mu/ciatto, for whole ke many wrongs and iniuries were = 
patiently cndured, as well by priuate perſons (whom hee would abuſe 
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notoriouſly) 250thers of the Court, beeweene whom he made no-diffe- 
rence at all in his vile dealing. This Maſter Chappeler, being thus remem. 
bred by Muſciatto (who very well knew his life and behauiour)he perfeQ- 


ly perſwaded himſclfe , thatthis was aman aptin all reſpeAs, ro meete 
with the treachery of the Burgundians: whereupon, hauing ſent for him, 
thus he beganne. 
Chappelet, thou knoweſt how I am wholly to retreate my ſelfe from 
hence , and hauing ſome affaires among the Burgundians , men full of 
wickedneſſe and deccite; I can bethinke my ſelfe ofno meeter a man then 
Chappelet to recouer ſuch debts as are ducto me amang them. And be- 
cauſc ir falleth out ſo well, that thou art not now hindered by any other 
buſineſſe; it thou wilt vndergoe this office for me, I will procure thee fa- 
uourable Letters from the Court, and giue thee areaſonable portion in 
all thou recovereſt. Maſter Chappelet, ſecing himſelfe idle, and greedy 
after worldly goods , conſidering that Mounfieur Mu(ciatto (who had 
beene alwayes his beſt buckler ) was now to depart from thence, without 
any dreaming on the matter, and conſtrained thereto (as it were) by ne- 
ceſſity , ſer downe his reſolution , and anſwered that hee would gladly 
doe it. 
Hauing made their agreement together, and reccined from MMuſciatto 
his expreſſe procuration , asalſo the Kings gracious Letters; after that 


To Bor- Muſctatto was gone on his journey, Maſter Chappelet went to Dyo9n,where 
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he was vaknowne (well neere)of any. And there (quite from his natural} 
diſpoſition)he beganne benignely and graciouſly,in recouering the debts 
duc; which courſe he tooke the rather, becauſe they ſhould haue afurther 
feeling of him in the ende. Being 4.0 inthe houſe of two Florentine 
brethren, that liued on their monies vſance; and (for Mounfieur Muſciat- 
toes (ake)viing him with honour andreſpett: It forruned that he fel! licke, 
and the two brethren fent for Phyſicions to attend him , allowing their 
ſeruants to be diligent about him, making no ſpare of any thing, which 
gauethe beſt Iikelyhood of reſtoring his health. Bur all their paincs pro- 
ucd to no purpoſe, becauſe he(honeſt man) being now growne aged,and 
having lived all his life time very difordredly , tell day by day (according 
ro the Phylicions judgement) from bad to worſe, as no other way ap- 
peared but death, whereat the brethren greatly greeued, - 

Vpon a day, ncere tothe Chamber where the ſicke man lay, they en- 
tred into this communication. What ſhall wedoe(quorh the oneto the 
other) with this man ? We are much hindered by him; for to ſend him a- 
way (licke as he is) we ſhall be greatly blamed thereby, and it will be a ma- 
nifeſt note of our weake wiſedome : the people knowing that firſt of all 
we gaue him entertainement, and have allowed him honeſtphyfical at- 
tendance, and he not having any way iniuried or offended vs, to lethim 
be ſuddenly expulſed our houſe (ficke to death as he is) it can beno way 
for our credit. | 

On the other ſide, we areto confider alſo, that he hath bin ſo badde a 
man, as he will not now make any confeſſion thereof, neither rec —_— 
bleſled 


L-5 


pc -— - -—_—_ << | —_— 


The fir Day of Decameron. 


— — — ——— C1 ey 


—  — > -  — 


bleſſed Sacrament of the Church, and dying fo without coofeflion ; 
there is no Church that wil accept his body,but it muſt be buried in pro- 
phane ground, like to a Dogge. And yetifhe would confeſſe himlclte, 
his ſinnes are ſo many and monſtrous; as the like caſe alſo may happen, 
becauſe there is not any Prieſt or Religious perſon , that can or willab- 
ſoluc him. And being not abſolued, he muſt be caſt intoſome ditch or 
pir, and then the people of the Towne, as wellin regard ofthe account 
we carry hcere, (which to them appeareth ſo little pleaſing,as we are dai- 
ly purſued with their worſt words) as alſo coucting our {poile and ouer- 
throw ; vpon this accident will cry out and mutiny againſt vs ; Behelde 
theſe Lombard dogs, which are not to be receined into the Church, why ſhould 
we ſuffer them toline heere among ws? In furious madneſſc wil they come 
vpon vs, and our houle, where (peraduenture) not contenteq with rob- 
bing vs of our goods, our lives will remaine in their mercy and danger ; 
ſo that, in whar ſort ſocuer it happen, this mans dying heere, muſt necds 
be bancfull to vs. | 

Maſter Chappelet, who (as we haue formerly aide) was lodged neere to 
the place where they thus conferred, hauing a ſubtle atrention (as often- 
times we ſee ſicke perſons to bee poſlefſed withall) heard all theſe ſpec- 
ches ſpoken of him, and caufing them to be called vato him, thus hee 
ſpake. 

F I would not haue you to be any way doubtfull of me; neither that you 

ſhold receiue the leaſt damage by me : I haue heard what you haue ſaid, 
and am certaine, that it will happen according to your words, if matters 
ſhould falldur as you conceite ; but I am minded to deale otherwiſe, 1 
haue committed {o many offences againſt our Lord God, in the vvhole 
current of my life; that now I intend one aQion at the hour ofmy death, 
which I truſt will make amends for all . Procure therefore, I pray you, 
that the moſt holy and religious man that is to be found (if there bee any 
one at all) may come vnto me, and referre the caſe then to me, for | will 
deale in ſuch ſort for you and my ſelfe, that all ſhall be well, and you no 
way diſcontented. 

The two Brethren, alchough they had no great hope in his ſpeeches, 
went yet to a Monaſtery of Gray-Friars, and requeſted ; that ſome one 
holy and learned man, might cometo heare rhe confeſhon of a Lombard, 
that lay verie weake and ſicke intheir houſe . And one was granted vmo 
them, beeing an aged religious Frier, agreat read maſter in the ſacred 
Scriptures, a very venerable perſon , who beeing of good and ſanQified 
life, all the Cirizens held him in great reſpe& & eſteem,and on he went 
with the ro their houſe. When he was come vp intothe Chamber wher 
Maſter Chappelet lay, and being there ſeated downe by him; he beganne 
firfttro comfort him very louingly, demanding alſo of him, howe many 
times he had bin at confeſſion ? Whereto maſter Chappelet (who ncuer 
had bin ſhriuen in all his life time) thus replied. 

Holy Father, 1 alwayes vſcd (as a common cuſtome) to bee confeſſed 
Once (at the leaſt) cuery weeke, albeit ſometimes much more often)bur 
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true it is, that being faln into this ſickneſſe, now eight dayes fince;I bhaue 
not bene confeſt, ſo violent hath bene the extremity of my weakeneſſe . 
My ſonne (anſwered the good old man) thou haſt done well, and ſo ke 
thee ſtill hereafter in that minde : but I plainly perceiue, ſeeing thou haſt 
ſo often confeſſed thy ſelfe, that I ſhall rake the leſſe labour in vrging 
queſtions to thee. 

Maſter Chappelet replied : Say not ſo good Father , for albeit I haug 
bene ſo oftentimes confeſſed , yet am I willing now to make a generall 
confeſſion, cucn of all ſinnes comming to my remembrance, from the 
very day of my birth, vntil this inſtant houre of my ſhrife, And therefore 
| intreate you (holy Father) ro make a particular demand of euery thing, 
cuen as if I had neuer bene confeſſed at al, and to make no reſpeRt ofmy 
ſickneſle : for I had rather be offenſiue to;mine owne fleſh, then by fauo- 
ring or allowing it caſe, to hazard the perdition of my ſoule , which my 
Redeemer bought with ſo precious a price. 

Theſe words were highly Arps. totheholy Frier, andſcemedto 
him as an argument of a good conſcience : Wherefore, after hee had 
much commended this forwardneflcin him, he began ro demand of him 
if hehad neuer offended with any Woman ? Whereunto maſter Chap- 
pelet (breathing foorth a great ſigh)anſwered. 

Holy Father, I am halfe aſhamed to tell you the truth in this caſc,as 
fearing leaſt I ſhould ſinne invaine-glory. Whercto the Confeſlor re- 
plyed : Speake boldly Sonne, and feare not ; for in telling the truth,be ir 
in confeſſion or otherwiſe, aman can never ſinne. Then ſayde Maifter 
Chappelet, Father, _— you giue me ſo good an aſſurance, Fwil reſolue 
you faithfully heerein. I am ſo true a Virgin-man in this matrer, even as 
when I iſſued forth of my Mothers wombe. O Sonne (quorh the Frier) 
how happic and bleſſed of God art thou ? Well haſt chou liued, and 
therein haſt not meanly merited: hauing hadde ſo much libertic to doo 
the contrary it thou wouldſt, wherein very few of vs can ſo anſwer for our 
ſelues. | 

Afterward, he demanded of him, how much diſpleaſing to God hee 
had beene in the finne of Gluttony ? W hen (ſighingagaine greatly) he 
anſwered: Too much, and toooften, good Father. For, ouer and be- 
ſide the Faſts of our Lent ſeaſon, which cuecric yeare ought to bee dulic 
oblerued by deuout people, I brought my ſelfe to ſuch a cuſtomarie vſe, 
that I could faſt three dayes in euery VWecke, with Bread and Water. 
But indeede (holy Father) I confeſle, that I have drunke water with ſuch 
a pleaſing apperite and;delight (eſpecially in praying, or walking on pil- 
grimages) euen as greedy drunkards do, in drinking good Wine . And 
many times I haue deſired ſuch Sallades of ſmall hearbes, as VVomen 
gather abroad in the open fields,and feeding onely vpon them, without 
coueting after any other kinde of ſuſtenance ; hath ſeemed much more 
pleaſing ro me, then I thought to agree with the nature of Faſting, eſpe- 
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Sonne, Sonne, replicd the Confeſſour , theſe fines are naturall, and 
very light, and therefore I would not havethee to charge thy conſcience 
with them, more then is needfull. Ithappeneth to eucry man (how holy 
ſocuer he be) that after he hath faſted ouer-long, feeding will be welcome 
co him, and drinking good drinke after his trauaile. O Sir (ſaid Maiſter 
Chappelet) neuertell me this to comfort me, for well you know, and I am 
not ignorant therein, thar ſuch things as are done for the ſeruice of God, 
ou ght allto be performed purely, and withour any blemiſh of the minde'; 
what otherwiſe is done, {auoureth of ſinne. The Friar being well con- 
rented with his words, ſaid: Iris not amiſſe that thou vnderflandeRt it in 
this manner, and thy conſcience thus purely cleared , is nolimnle comfort 
ro me, Burttellme now concernin ce, haſt thou ſinned therein ? 
by deſiring more then was reaſonable, or withholding from others, ſuch 
things as thou oughtſt nor to detaine ? whereto Maifter Chappelet anſwe- 
red. Good Father , I would not haue youto imagine , becauſe you ſee 
me lodgedhere in the houſe of two viurers , thar therefore | am of an 
ſuch diſpoſition. No truly Sir, I came hither to no other end, but onely 
to chaſtiſe and admoniſh them in friendly manner,to cleanſe their mindes 
from ſuch abhomiqable profit : And affuredly, I ſhould haue prevailed 
therein, had not this viokntly ficknefle hindered mine intention. But 
vnderſtand (holy Father) that my parents left me a rich man, and imme- 
diatly after my fathers death , the greatcr part of his goods I gaue away 
for Gods ſake,and then,to ſuſtaine mine ownelife,and ro helpethe poore 
members of Icſus Chriſt, I betooke my ſelfe to a meane eſtate of Mer- 
chandiſe, deſiring none other then honeſt gaine thereby , and cuermore 
whatſocuer bevel came to me; I imparted halfe thereof ro the poore, 
conuerting minc owne ſmall portion about my neceſſary affaires , which 
that other part would (carſcly ſerue to ſupply : yet alwaycs God gaue 
thereto ſuch a merciful bleſſing , that my bulineſle dayly thriued more 
and more, ariſing ſtillfrom good to better. 

Well haſt thou done thercin good Sonne . ſaid the Confeſſour : but 
how often times haſt thou beene angry ? Oh Sir (ſaid Maiſter Chappeler) 
thercinl aſſure yee, Thauc ofcentranſgrefſed. And what man is ableto 
forbeare it , bcholding the dayly ations of men tobe ſo diſhoneſt ? No 
carc ofkeeping Gods commaundements , nor any feare of his dreadfull 
iudgements. Many times in aday , I hauc rathcr wiſhed my ſelte dead 
then liuing , beholding youth purſuing idle yanities , to ſweare and for- 
ſwcare themſclues, tipling in Tauernes, and nener haunting Churches , 
but rather affeing the worlds follies, then any ſuch dutics as they owe 
to God. Alas Sonne (quoth the Friar) this ao) coy and holy anger,and 
I can impoſe no penance on thee forit. Butte 
ric at any time ſo over-ruled thee, as to commit murther or manſlaugh- 
ter, or to ſpeake euill ofany man, or to doe any other ſuch kinde of iniu- 
ric? Oh Father (anſwered Maiftcr Chappeler) you that ſeeme to be a man 
of God, bow dare you vſe any ſuch vile words? If I had had the very leaſt 
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would hauc ſuffered me to liue ? Theſe are deedes of darknefle, fit for vil- 
laines and wicked liuers , of which helliſh crue, when at any time I have 
happened to mecte with ſome one of them ; I hauclaid, Goc, God con- 
uert thee. 

Worthy, and charitable words, replied the Friar; but tell me Sonne, 
Didfi thou cuer beare falſe witnefſe againſt any man, or haſt ſpoken falſly, 
or taken ought from any one, contrary to the will of the owner ? Yes in- 
deede Father, ſaid Maiſter Chappeler, I haue ſpoken ill of another, becauſe 
I haue ſometime ſcene one of my neighbours,who with no meane ſhame 
of the world, would doe nothing elſe bur beate his wite : and of him once 
I complained to the poore mans parents, ſaying, that he never didit, but 
when ba was Oucrcome with drinke. Thoſe were no ill words, quoth the 
Friar ; but I remember, you ſaid that you were a M-rchant : Did you eucr 
deceiue any , as ſome Merchants vie to doe? 1 ruly Father, anſwered 
Maiſter Chappelet,[ chinke not any,except one man,who one day brought 
me money which he owed me, tor acertaine piece of cloath I ſolde him, 
and I put it into a purſe without accounting it: about a moneth after- 
ward, I found that there were foure {mall pence more then was dueto 
me. Andneuer happening to meete with the man againe , after I had, 
kept them the ſpace ofa whole yeare , I then gauethem away to foure 
poore people for Gods ſake. 

A ſmall martcr,faid the Friar, & truly payed back again to the owner, 
in beſtowing them vpon the poore. Many other queſtions hee demaun- 
ded ofhim, whereto ſtill he anſwered in the ſame manner : but before he 
procecded to abſolution , Maiſter Chappeler ſpake thus. I have yer one 
ſinne more, which I haue nor reucaled to you : when being vrged by the 
Friar to confeſſe it, hefaid. Iremember, that I ſhould afford one day in 
the weeke, tocleanſe the houſe of my ſoule , for better entertainemenc 
to my Lord and Sauiour , and yet I haue done no ſuch reuerence to the 
Sunday or Sabaoth , as Ioughrt ro have done. A ſimall fault Sonne, 
replied the Friar. O no(quoth Maiſter Chappelet)doc not terme it a ſmall 
fault, becauſe Sunday being a holy day, is highly to be reuerenced : for, 
as on that day, our blefled Lord aroſe from death rolife. But (quoth the 
Confeſſour) haſt thou done nothing elſe on that day ? Yes,ſaid he, being 
forgetfull ofty ſelte , once I did ſpetin Gods Church. The Friar ſaj- 
Es ſaid : Alas Sonne, thatis a matter of no moment, for wee that are 
Religious perſons, doe vſe to ſpetthere euery day. The mores your 
ſhame, anſwered Maifter Chappelet , forno place ought to be kept more 
pure and cleane then the ſacred Temple , wherein our dayly ſacrifices are 
offered vp to God, | 

In this manner he held on an houre and more , vttering the like tran(- 
greſſions as theſe ; and atlaſt began to ſigh very paſſionately, and to ſhed 
a few tcarcs, as one that was skiltull enough in ſuch diſſembling prankes ; 
whereat the Confeſlour being much mooued, ſaid : Alas Sonne , what 
ayleſt thou? Oh Father (quoth Chappeler) there remainerh yer one finne 
more vpon my conſcience, whereof I ncuer at any time made confeſſion, 
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{© ſhametull it appeareth to me to diſcloſe it; and I am partly perſwaded, 
chat God will neuer pardon mefor that ſinne, How now Sonne? ſaid the 
Friar, nener ſay ſo; for if all the finnes that euer were committed by men, 
or ſhall be commurted ſo long as the World endureth, were onely in one 
man, and he repenting them, and being ſo contrite for chem,as | ſee thou 
art ; the grace and mercy of Godis ſogreat, that vpon penitent confel- 
fon,he will freely pardon him,and therefore ſparenot to ſpeak it boldly. 
Alas Father (ſaid Chappeler, ſtill in pretended weeping ) this ſinne of mine 
is ſo great, that I can hardly beleeue (if your earneſt prayers doe not affiſt 
me) that ener I (hall obtaineremiſſion for it Speake it Sonne, ſaid the 
Friar,and feare not, I promiſe thatI will pray to God for thee. , 

Maſter Chappelet ſtill wept and ſighed, and continued (ilent, notwith- 
ſtanding allthe Confefſors comfortable perſwafions ; but after hee had 
helde him a ” while in fuſpence, breathing forth a ſighe, euen as if his 
very heart would haue broken, he ſaide; Holy Father,ſecing you promiſe 
to pray to God for me , I will reueale it to you : Know then, that when I 
was alittle boy, I did once curſe my Mother;which he had no ſooner ſpo- 
ken,but he wrung his hands,and greeued extraordinarily. Oh good Son, 
Aide the Friar, doth that ſeeme ſo greataſinne to thee ? VVhy, men doe 
daily blaſpheme our Lord God, and yer neuerthcleſſe, vpon their hearty 
repentance , he is alwayes ready to forgiue them ; and wile not thou be- 
lecue to obtaine remifſton,for aſinneſo ignorantly committed? Weepe 
no more deare Sonne,but comfort thy ſelfe,and reſt reſolued,thart if thou 
wert one of them, who nayled our bleſſed Saujour to his Croſle; yet be- 
ing ſorruly repentanr, as ſee thou art, he would freely forgiue thee. Say 
you ſo Father? quoth Chappelet, What ? mine owne deare Mother? that 
bare me in her wombe nine moneths, day and night, and afterwards fed 
me with her breaſts a thouſand times, can I be pardoned for curſing her ? 
Ohno, ir is too haynous a finne, and except you pray to God very in- 
{tantly for me, he will not forgive me. 

When the religious man perceiued , that nothing more was to be 
confeſſed by Maſter Chappeler; he gaue him abſolution, and his owne be- 
nedicion beſide,repuring him to be a moſt holy man, as verily belceuing 
all that he had ſaid. And who would not have donethe like , hearing 
2 man to ſpeake in that manner, and being vpon the very point of death ? 
Afterward, he ſaide vnto him; Maſter Chappelet, by Gods grace you may 
be ſoone reſtored to health, but ifit ſo come to paſle, that God doe take 
your bleſſed and well diſpoſed ſoule to his mercy , will it pleaſe you to 
haue your body buried in our Conuent > VVhereto Maſter Chappelet an- 
ſwered ; I thanke you Farker for your good motion , and ſorry ſhould I 
be,if my friends did bury me any where elſe, becauſe you haue promiſed, 
to pray to God for me; and beſide, I haue alwayes carried areligious de- 
uotion to your Order. Wherefore, I beſeech you, ſo ſaone as you are 
come home to your Connent , preuaile ſo much by your good meanes, 
that the holy Euchariſt , conſecrated this morning on your high Altar, 
may be brought vnto me: for although Iconfeſle oy ſelfe viterly —_ 
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etl ſe (by your reuerend permiſhon) torecciue it , as alſo 
Rm a pra” 6} drach to this ende, that hauing liued a greeuous 
ſinner, I may yet (at the laſt) dic a Chriſtian. Theſe words were pleaſing 
to the good ode man, and he cauſed cuery thing to be performed, accor- 
ding as Maſter Chappelet had requeſted. 
he two Brethren , who much doubted the diflembling of Chappeler, 
being both in a ſmall partition, which ſundercd the {icke mans Chamber 
from theirs, heard and vnderſtood the paſſage of ll, berweene him and 
the ghoſtly Father, being many times ſcarcely able torefrain from laugh- 
ter, atthe fraudulent courſe of his confeſſion. And often they ſaid with- 
in themſclues; what manner of man is this, whom neither ape, fickneſle, 
nor terror of death ſo neere approaching, and ſenſible ro his owne ſoule, 
nor that which is much more, God, before whole judgement he knowes 
not how ſoone he ſhall appeare, or elſe be ſent to a more fearetull place; 
none of theſe can alter his wicked diſpoſition, but that he will needes die 
according as he hath liued > Notwithſtanding, ſceing he had fo ordered 
the matter,that he bad burial freely allowed him,they cared for no more. 

After that Chappelet had receiued the Communion, and the other ce- 
remonics appointed for him ; weakeneſſe encreaſing on him more and 
more, the very ſame day of his goodly confefhon, he died(notlong after) 
rowards the cuening. VVhereupon the two Brethren tooke order, that 
all needefull things ſhould be in a readineſle, to haue him buried honou- 
rably ; ſending to acquaint the Fathers of the Conuent therewith, that 
they might come to ſay their Niziles, according to precedent cuſtome, 
and then on the morrow to fetch the body. The honeſt Friar that bad 
confeſſed him, hearing he was dead, went to the Prior of the Convent, 
and by ſound of the houſe Bell, cauſed allthe Brethren to aſſemble roge- 
cher,giuing them credibly to vnderſtand, that Maſter Chappelet was a very 
holy man , as appeared by all the parts of his confeſſion, and made no 
doubr, but that many miracles would be wrought by his ſanRified body, 
perſwading them to fetch it thither with all deuoute ſolemniry and reue- 
rence; whereto the Prior, and all the credulous Brethren preſently con- 
diſcended very gladly. 

When night was come, they went all to viſit the dead body of Maſter 
Chappelet , where they vſed an cſpeciall and ſolemne Nigil; and on the 
morrow, apparrelled in rheir richeſt Coapes and Veſtiments,with books 
in their hands, and the Crofle borne before them, ſinging inthe fo 
of a very deuoute proceſſion, they brought the body pompeouſly in 
their Church, accompanied with al the people ofthe Towne, both men 
and women. The Father Confeſlor, aſcending vp into the Pulpit, prea- 
ched wonderfull things of him, andtherare holinefle ofhis life;his "75a 
his virginity, ſimplicity, innocency, and true ſanRity, recounting alſo 
(among other Social obſcruations) what Chappelet had confeſſed , as 
this moſt { es and greeuous finne, and how hardly he could be perſwa- 
ded,that God would grant him pardon for it.Yherby he tooke occafion 
eo reproue the people then preſent,ſaying; And you(accurſed of 6 
the 
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vericleaſt and crifling matter hapning,will not ſpareto blaſpheme God, 
his bleſſed Mother, and the whole Court ofheaucnly Paradiſe : Oh,take 
example by this ſingular man, this Saint-like man Nay, a veric Saint in- 
deede. 

Many additions more he made, concerning his faithfulneſſe, truth,& 
integrity ; ſo that, by the vehement aſſeueration ofhis words (wherro all 
the people there preſent gaue credible belecfe) he prouoked them vnto 
ſuch zcalc and earneſt deuotion ; that the Sermon was no ſooner ended, 
but (in mighty crowds and throngs) they preſſed about the Biere, kiſhng 
his bands and feete, and all the garments about him were tornein pec- 
ces,as precious Reliques of ſo holy aperſon, and bappy they thought 
themſclues,rhat could get the ſmalleſt peece or ſhred of anic thing that 
came ncere to his aha ey thus they continued all the day, the body ly- 
ing ſtill open, to be vilited in this manner. 

When night was come, they buried him in a goodly Marble tombe, 
erecd ina faire Chappel! an rw, and for many dayes after follow- 
ing, it was moſt ſtrange toſee, how the people of the country came thi- 
ther on heapes, with holy Candles andother offerings , with Images of 
waxe faſtened to the Tombe, in {igne of Sacred and folemne Vowes, to 
this new created Saint. Ando farre was ſpread the fame and renowne 
of his ſanQity, depotion, and integrity of life, maintained conſtantly by 
the Fathers of the Conuent that Z any one fell ſicke in need, diſtreſſe, 
or aduerfity, they would maketheir Vowes to no other Saint but him : 
naming him (as yet to this day they do) Saint Chappeleti, affirming vpon 
their Oathes, that infinite miracles were there daily performed by him, 
and cſpecially on ſuch,as came in deuotion to viſit his ſhrine. 

In this manner liued and died Maſter Chappelet du Prat, who before he 
became a Saint, was as you hauc heard : and I will not deny irtto be im- 
poſſible, but thathe may be at reſt among other bleſſed bodies. For, al- 
though he liued lewdly and wickedly, yet ſuch might be his contrition in 
the lateſt extreamity, that (queſtionleſle) he might finde mercie . Bur, 
becauſe ſuch things remaine vnknowne to vs, and ſpeaking by outwarde 
appearance, vulgar judgement will cenſure otherwiſe of him,and thinke 
him to be rather in perdition, then in ſo bleſſed a place as Paradice. Bur 
referring thatto the Omnipotent appointment, whoſe clemencic bath 
alwayes beene ſo great to vs, that he regards nor our errors, but the in- 
tegrity of our Faith, making (by meanes of our continuall Mediator) of 
an open enemy, a conuerted ſonne and ſeruant . AndasI began in his 
name, ſo will I conclude, defiring that it may euermorebe had indue re- 
uerence, and referre weour ſelues thereto in all our neceſſities, with this 
{ctled aſſurance,that he is alwayes readie to heare vs. And ſo he cealcd. 
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Abraham a Iew, being admoniſhed or aduiſed by a friend of bis, named Iehan- 
not de Cheuigny, trauailed from Paris into Rome : And beholding there 
the wicked behauiour of men in the Church, returned backe to Paris again, 
where yet (neuertheleſſe) he became a Chrijtian. 

The Second Nouell. 

herein is contained and expreſſed, the liberality and grodneſſe of God exten- 

ded to the Chrijtian Faith. 


4 & H E Nouell recited by Pamphilus, was highly pleaſing to thecom- 
pany, and much commended by the Ladies : and after it had beene 
diligently obſcrued among thzm, the Queen commanded Madam Nez. 
phila (who was ſeated neereſt ro Pamphilus) that, in relating another of 
hers, the ſhould follow on in the paſtime thus begun. She being no leſſe 
gracious in countenance, then merrily diſpoſed ; made an{wer, that ſhee 
would obey her charge, and began in this manner. 
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Pamphilus hath declared to vs by his Tale, how the goodneſſe of God 
regardethnot our errors, when they proccede from things which vyce 
cannot diſcerne, And I intend to approoue by mine, what argument of 
infalliblerruth, the ſame benignity delwereth of it ſelfe, by enduring pa- 
tiently the faults of them, that (both in word and worke) ſhoulddeclare 
vnfaigned teſtimony of ſuch gracious goodneſſe, andnor to liue ſo dif- 
ſolutely as they doe. To the end, that others illumined by their light of 
life, may belceuc with the ſtronger conſtancy of minde. 

As hauc heeretofore heard (Gracious Ladies) there liued a wealthy 
Marchant in /args, being a Mercer, or ſeller of Silkes, named Jchannot de 
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:ﬀfeion and friend(hip with a very rich Lew, named Abrabamn, that was 
; Merchant alſo, and a man of very dire& conuerfation. JTehannot vvell 
aoring the honeſty and loyall dealing ofthis Iew, began to haue a Reli- 
giouskind of compaſhon in his ſoule, much pittying,that a man ſo good 
:n behaniour; ſo wiſe and diſcreete in all his ations, thould be in danger 
of perdition thorow want of Faith. In which regard, louingly he began 
to entreate him, that he would leaue the errors ot his Iewiſh belcefe,and 
follow the truth of Chriſtianity, which he eujdently ſaw (as being good 
and holy) daily to proſper and enlarge it ſelfe, whereas (on the contrary) 
his profcfſion decreaſed,and grew to nothing. 

The Iew made anſwer, that he beleeued nothing to be ſo good & ho- 
ly, as the [ewiſh Religiov, and hauing becne borne therein, therein alfo 
he purpoſed toliue and dye, no matter whatſocuer,being able to remoue 
him from that reſolution. For all this ſtiffe deniall,, chapnot would not 
ſo giue him ouer ; but purſued him ſtill day by day , reitterating continu- 
ally his former ſpeeches to him : deliuering infinite excellent and preg- 
nant reaſons , that Merchants themſclues were not ignorant, how farte 
the Chriſtian faith excelled the Iewiſh falſhoods. And albeit the Iew 
was a very learned man in his owne law, yer notwithſtanding , the intire 
amity hee bare to /channot, or (perhaps) his words fortified by the bleſſed 
Spirit, were ſo preualent with him : that the Tew felt a pleafing apprehen- 
ſion in them, though his obſtinacie ſtood (as yer) farre off from conucr- 
ſion. But as hee thus continued ſtrong in opinion , ſo /thaxnet lefrnort 
hourely to labour him: in ſo much that the Iew , bging conquered by 
ſuch earneſt and continuall importunity , one day ſpake to Jehannot 
thus. 

My worthy friend [ehannot, thou art extremely defirous,that I ſhould 
conuert to Chriſtianity, and I am well contended to doc it , onely vpon 
this condition, Thar farſtI will iourney to Rome, to ſee him (whom thou 
layeſt) is Gods generall vicar here on carth,and to confider on the courſe 
ofthis lite and manners , and likewiſe of his Colledge of Cardinals. It he 
and they doc appearc ſuch men to me, asthy ſpeeches affirmes them to 
be, and thereby I may comprehend, that thy faith and Religion is berter 
then mine, as (withno meane paines) thou endeuoureſt to perſwade me : 
I will become a Chriſtian as thou art,burt if I finde ir otherwiſe, I will con- 
tinue a Icw asI am. 

VVhen Iehannot heard theſe words, he became exceeding ſorrowtfull, 
within himſelfe. I haueloſt all the paines , which I did thinke to be well 
imployed, as hoping to haue this man conuerted here : For, it he goe ro 
the Court of Rome, and behold there the wickednes of the Prieſts lives : 
farewell all hope in me, of euer ſeeing him to become a Chriſtian. Bur 
rather, were he already a Chriſtian, withoutall queſtion, he would turne 
lew: And ſo (going neerer to Abraham) heſaid. Alas my loving friend, 
why ſhould{t thou vnderrake ſuch a tedious trauell, and ſo greata charge, 
AS thy iourncy from hence to Rome don thee ? Conſider, that to 8 
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rich man (as thou art) trauaile by land or fea is full of infinite dangers. 
Doeſt thou not thinke,that here are Religious men enow, who will glad. 
ly beſtowe Baptiſme vpon thee, To methereforc it plainely appeareth, 
that ſuch a voyage is to no purpoſe. If chou ſtandeſt vpon any doubt or 
ſcruple , concerning the faith whereto 1 wiſh thee ; where canſt thou de. 
ſire conference with greater DoRours, or men more learned in all re- 
ſpecs, then this famous Citic doth affoord thee, to rceſolue thee in any 
queſtionable caſe ? Thou muſt thinke, that the Prelates are ſuch there, as 
here thou ſceſt them to be , and yet they muſt needes be in much better 
condition at Rome,becauſe they are ncere to the principall Paſtour. And 
therefore, ifthou wilt credit my counſell, reſerue this journey to ſome 
time more conuenient, when the lubilec of generall pardon happeneth, 
and then (perchance) I will beare thee company,and goe along with thee 
as in vowed pilgrimage. 

Whereto the Iew replied. I belecue /ehannor,that all which thou haſt 
ſaid may be ſo. Bur, to make ſhort with thee , I am fully determined (if 
thou wouldſt hane mea Chriſtian , as thou inſtantly my meto be) to 
goethither, forotherwiſe, I will continue as I am. /ehannor perceiving 
his ſerled purpoſe, ſaid : Goe then in Gods name. Bur perſwaded him- 
ſclfe, that hee would neuer become a Chriſtian, after hee had once ſeene 
the Court of Rome : neuertheleſle, he counted his labour not altogether 
loſt, in regard he beſtowed it to a good end, and honeſt intentions are to 
be commended. 

The Iew mounted on horſc-backe, and made no lingering in his jour- 
ney to Rome, where being arriued , he was very honourably entertained 
by other Iowes dwelling in Rome. And during the time of his abiding 
there (without reucaling to any one, the reaſon of his comming thither) 
very heedfully he obſerued , the manner of the Popes life , of the Cardi- 
nals, Prelates,and all the Courtiers. And being a man very.diſcreete and 
iudicious, he apparantly perceiued , both by his owne eye , and further 
information of friends ; that from the higheſt to the loweſt (without any 
reſtraint, remorſe of conſcience, ſhame, or feare of puniſhment) all ſin- 
ned in abhominable luxurie, and not naturally onely, but in foule Sodo- 
mic , ſothat the credit of Strumpets and Boyes was nor ſmall, and yec 
might be too eaſily obtained. Moteouer, drunkards, belly-Gods, and 
ſeruants of the paunch, more then of any thing elſe (euen like brutiſh 
beaſts after their luxurie) were cuery where to be met withal). And,vpon 
further obſeruation , hee ſaw all men ſo couctous and greedy of coyne, 
that cuery thing was gk 1 and ſolde for ready money , not onely the 
blood of men , bur (in plaine termes) the faith of Chriſtians, yea,and 
matters of diuineſt qualities, how, or co whomſocuer appertaining,were 
it for ſacrifices or benefices,, whereof was made no meane Merchandize, 
and more Brokers were there to be found (then in Pars attending vpon 
all Trades) of manifeſt Symonie , vnder the nice name of Negotiation, 
and for gluttony, not ſuſtentation : euen as if God had not knownethe 
{ſ1ignification of vocables, nor the intentions of wicked hearts , but would 
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ſuffer himſelfe to be deceived by the outward names of th hs wn. 


ched men commonly vſe to doe, 

Theſe things, and many more (fitter for filence , then publication) 
were ſo deepely diſpleaſing to the Iew , being a moſt ſober and modeſt 
man; that he had ſoone ſeene enough , reſoluing on his returne to Pars, 
which very ſpeedily he performed. And when Jehannot heard ofhis arri- 
uall, crediting much rather other newes from him , then cuer to ſee him 
a conuerted Chriſtian z he went to welcome him, and kindly they feaſted 
one another. After ſome fewe dayes of reſting , channor demaunded of 
him ; what he thought of our holy father the Pope and his Cardinals, and 
generally of all the other Courriers ? Whereto the Iew readily anſwered; 
It is ſtrange /channor, that God ſhould giue them ſo much as he doth. For 
I will truly tell chee, that if I had beene able ro conſider all thoſe things, 
which there I haue borh heard and ſeene: I could then haue reſolued my 
ſelfe, neucr to haue found in any Prieſt, either ſanQity, deuotion, good 
worke , example of honeſt life ,'or any good thing elſe beſide. Bur if a 
man deſire to ſee luxury, auarice, gluttony, and ſuch wicked things, yea, 
worſe, if worſe may be, and held in gencrall eſtimation of all men ler 
him but goe to Rome, which Ithinke rather to be the forge of damnable 
ations , then any way leaning to grace or goodneſſe. And, for ought I 
could perceiue, me thinkes your chicfe Paſtour,and (conſequently) all che 

reſi of his dependants, doe ftrine fo much as they may (with all cheir en. 
| ine arte _ endeuour) to bring to nothing , or elſe to baniſh quite out 
of the world, Chriſtian Religion, whereof they ſhould be the ſupport and 
foundation. 
But becauſe I percciue , that their wicked intent will never come to 
paſſe, but contrariwiſe , that your faith enlargeth ir ſelfe , ſhining euery 
day much more cleare and ſplendant : I pgather thereby cuidently, that 
_ thebleſſcd Spirit is the true ground and defence thereof, as being more 
true and holy then any other. In which reſpe@,whercas I ſtood ſtiffe and 
obitinate againſt the good admonitions, and neuer mindedto become a 
Chriſtian : now I freely open my heart vnto thee, that nothing in the 
world can or ſhall hinder me, buc I will be a Chriſtian, as thou arr. Ler 
vs therefore preſently goe to the Church, and there eng cothe 
true cuſtome of your holy faith) helpe me tobe baptized. : 
lehannot, who expected a farre contrary concluſion, then this, hearing 
him ſpeake it with ſuch conſtancy ; was the very gladdeſt man in the 
world, and went with him to the Church of Noſtre Damein Pars, where 
he requeſted the Prieſts there abiding, to beſtow baptiſine on ,Hrabem, 
which they ioyfully did , hearing him ſo earneſtly to deſire it. /:hannor 
was his Godfather , and named him Joby, and afterward, by learned Di- 
uinces he was more fully inſtruQed in the grounds of our faith; wherein 
he grew of greatly vnderſtanding, andled a very vertuous life. 
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Melchiſedech a Iew,, by recounting 4 Tale of three Rings, to the great Soldan, 

? I Saladine, prevented a great danger which was prepared for him. 
The third Nouell. AY es, Eee 

hereby the Author, approuing the Chriitian Faith, ſheweth, how beneficial 

4 rh and ingenious anſwer may fall out to bee, eſpecially when a man 


finds himſelfe in ſome euident danger. 


wil 


The Tale delivered by Netphila, maketh mee remember a doubtfull 
calc, which ſometime hapned to another Iew. And becauſe that God, 
and the truth of his holy Faith,hath bene already very wel diſcourſed on: 
it ſhall nortſeeme vnficring (in my poore opinion) todeſcend now into 
the accidents of men. Wherefore, I will relate a matter ynto you,which 
being attentiuely heard and conſidered ; may make you much more cir- 
cumſpea, in anſwering to diuers queſtions anddemands,then (perhaps) 
otherwiſe you would be. Conſider then (moſt woorthy aſſembly) that 
like as folly or dulneſſe, many times hath ouerthrowne ſome men from 
place of eminencie, into moſt great and grecuous miſeries : euen ſo, diſ- 
creet ſenſe and good vnderſtanding, hath deliuercd many out of irkfome 
perl, end ſeared them in ſafeſt ſecurity. And to prove it true, thatfol- 
y hath made many fall from high authority, into poore and deſpiſed ca- 
lamity ; may be auouched by infinite examples, which now were neede- 
Icſlero remember: But, that good ſenſe and able vnderſtanding, may 
prooucto be the occalion of great deſolation, without happy preuenti- 

on, 
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on, I will declare mnto you in very few words, and make it good accor- 
ding to my promile. 

Saladine, was a man ſo powerfull and yaliant, as not onely his very va- 
lour made him Soldan of Babylon, bu alſo gauc him many ſignall vi- 
Aories, ouer Kings of the Sarrazens, and of Chriſtians likewiſe. H aving 
in divers Warres, and other magnificent employments of his owne, wa- 
ſicd all his treaſure, and (by reaſori of fome ſodaine accident happening 
to him) ſtanding in neede to vic ſome great ſumme of money, yctnot 
readily knowing where, or how to procureit;heremembred a rich Iew 
named Melchiſedech, that lent out m_— to vſe or intercſt in the City of 
Alexandria. This man he imagined beſt able to furniſh him, ifhe could 
be won to do it willingly : but he was knowneto be fo gripple and mile- 
rable, that hardly any meanes would drawe him toit. Intheend,con- 
ſtrained by neceſſity, and labouring his wits for ſome apt deuice whereby 
he might haue it : he concluded, though hee might not compell him to 
do it, yet by a praQiiſe ſhadowed with good reaſon to enſnare him. And 
hauing ſent for him entertained him very familiarly in his Court,and fit- 
ting downe by him, thus began. 

Honeſt man, I haue often heard it reported by many, that thou art ve- 

*ilfull, and in caſes concerning God, thou gocſt beyondall other of 
kl times: wherefore, I would gladly be informed by thee, vvhich of 
thoſe three Lawes or Religions, ; ror to be trneſt ; that of the Icw, 
the other ofthe Sarazen, or that ofthe Chriſtian? The Icw,being a ve- 
ry wiſe man, plainly percciued, that Saladine ſoughtto entrap him in his 
anſwer, and fo to raiſe ſome quarrell againſt him. For, if he commended 
any one ofthoſe Lawes aboucthe other,he knew that Salaarne bad what 
he aymed at. Wherefore, berhinking himſelfe ro ſhape ſuclFAn anſwer, 
as might no way trouble or enrangle him : ſummoning all his ſences to- 
gether, andconſidering, that dallying with the Soldane might redound 
ro his no meane danger, thus hereplied, EIS 

My Lord, the queſtion propounded by you, is faire and worthy, & to 
anſwer mine opinion truly threof, doth neceſſarily require ſome time or 
conſideration, if it might ſtand with your liking to allow it: but ifnorler 
me firſt make entrance tomy reply, with apretty tale, and well worththe 
hearing, Fhaue oftentimes heard it reported, that (long fince)there was 
a very wealthy man, who-(among otherprecious Tewels of his owne)had 
a goodly Ring of greatvalew ; the beaury andieſtimation whereof, made 
him earneſtly deſirous to leaue it as a perpetuall memory and honour to 
his ſucceſſors. VVhereupon, he willed and ordained, that he among his 
male children, with whom this Ring (being left by the Father) ſhould be 
found in cuſtody after his death; hee and none other was to bee reputed 
his heire, and to be honoured and reuerenced by all the reſt,as being the 
prime and worthieſt perſon. That Sonne,to whom this Ring was left by 
him, kept the ſame courſe ro his poſterity, dealing (in all reſpeRs) as bis 
tra wn done; ſothat (in ſhort time) the Ring (from hand to 

and) had many owners by Legacie. F 
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Aclength, it came tothe hand of one, who had three ſonnes, all of 
them goodly and vertuous perſons, and veric obedient to their Father: 
in which regard, he affeted them all equally, without any difference or 
partial reſpe. The cuſtome ofthis ring being knowne ro them, each 
one of them (coucting to beare eſteeme aboue the other) deſired (as hee 
could beſt make his meanes) his father,that in regard he was now grown 
very old, he would leauethat Ringrto him, 'whereby he ſhould bee ac- 
knowledgedtfor his heire, The good man, wholoued no one of them 
more then the other, knew not how to make his choiſe, norto which of 
them he ſhould leaue theRing : yet hauing paſthis promiſe to them ſe- 
ucrally, he ſtudied by what meanes to fatisfic them all three. Wherfore, 
ſecretly having con rred with a curious and excellent Goldſmith, hee 
cauſed two other Rings to bee made, ſo really reſemblingthe firſt made 
Ring, that himſclf (when he bad them in his hand) could not diſtinguiſh 
which was the right one. x 

Lying vpon his death-bed, and his Sonnes then plying him by their 
beſt opportunities, he gaue to each of them a Ring Andthey (after his 
death) preſuming ſeucrally vpon their right ro the inheritance & honor, 
grew to great contradiQtion and fquare : cach man producing then his 
Ring, which wereſo truly all alike in refemblance, asno one could know 
theright Ring from the other. Andtherefore,ſuire in Law,to diſtinguiſh 
the true heire ro his Father z continued long time, and ſo it dooth yer to 
this very day. Inlike manner my good Lord, concerningthoſethree 
Lawes giuen by God the Father, to three ſuch people as you have pro- 
pounded : each ofthem do imagine thar they haue the heritage of God, 
and his true Law, and alſo duelyto performe his Commandements ; 
bur which of them doſo indeede, the queſtion (as of the th: ee Ringes)is 
yet remaining. 

Saladine well perceyuing, thatthe Tew was too cunning to be caughe 
in his ſnare, and had anſwered ſo well, that to doe him further violence, 
would redound vnto his perpetuall diſhonour ; re! -.::2d to reueale his 
necde and extremity, and try if he would therein friendly ſted bim. Ha- 
uing diſcloſed the matter, and how he purpoſed to.haue dealt withhim, 
if he had not returned ſo wiſe an anſwer ;the Iew Jenthim fo greata ſum 
of money as hee demanded, and Saladine repayt:i ir againe to him iuſtly, 
giuing him other grear gifts beſide: reſpeRinghim as his eſpeciall frend, 

and maintaining\himin very honourable condition, 
necre _w_ his owneper® (| 
On. 
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A Monke.hauing committed ax offence , 
(hed, freede bimſelfe from the paine tobe inflicted on bim , by wittly repre- 
hending his Abbot , with the very ſame fawlt. 

The fourth Nouell. 
wherein may be noted , that (uch men as will _ thoſe errors in others, 


which remaine in themſelues , commonly are the Authors of their owne re- 
prehenſuon. 


Q0 ceaied Madam Philomena, after the concluſion of her Tale , when 
Dionerts {1tting next vnto her , ( withourtarrying for any other com. 


mandfrom the Queene, knowing by the order formerly begunne,thart he 
was to follow in the ſame courſe) {| pake in this manner. 


Fi 
ſaluation of his ſoule, and Melchiſedech (by his witty vnderſtanding) de- 
fended his riches from thetraines of Saladine : I now purpoſeto tel you 
in a few plaine words, (without feare of receiving any reprehenſion)how 
cunningly a Monke compaſled his dcliucrance, from apuniſhment in- 
tended towards him. | 
There was in the Country of Lunigiana (which isnot farre diſtant from 
our owne) a Monaſtery, which ſometime was better furniſhed with ho- 


lineſle 


—— — 


deſeruing to be very grieuouſ] y puni- 
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lineſſe and Religion , then now adayes they are; wherein liued (among 
divers other) a young nouice Monke, whoſe hot and lufly diſpoſition(be- 
ing in the vigour of his yecres) was ſuch, as neither faſtes nor prayers had 
any great power ouer him. It chanced on +#Wſting day about high noone, 
when all the other Monkes were afleepe in their Dormitaries or Dorrers, 
this frolicke Friar was walking alone in their Church , which ſtood in a 
very ſolitary place, where ruminating on many matters by himſelfe, hee 
cſpied a pretty hanſome wench (ſome Husbandmans page pp inthe 
Countrey , that had beene gathering rootes and hearbes in the field) vp- 
pon her knees before an Altar , whom he had noſfooner {cene , but im- 
mediately hee felt cffeminate temprations , and ſuch as ill fitred with his 
profeſſion. : 

Laſciuious deſire, and no religious deuotion , made him draw ncere 
her, and whether vnder ſhift (the onely cloake to compaſle carnall afte- 
ions) or ſome other as cloſe conference,to as pernicious and vile a pur. 
poſe, Iknownot : but fo farre he preuailed vpon her frailety, and ſuch a 
bargaine paſſed betweene them,that (from the Church) he wonne her to 
his Chamber, before any yore could percciue it. Now,while this Jorg 
luſty Monke (tranſported with ouer-fond aftetion) was more carelefle 
of his dalliance, then he ſhould haue beene; the Lord Abbor,beingnew- 
ly ariſen from fleepe, and walking ſoftly about the Cloyſter, came to the 
Monkes Daughters doore,where hearing whatnoyſe was made between 
them, anda feminine voyce, more ſtrange then hee was wont to heare ; 
he layed his care cloſe to the Chamber doore,and plainly percciucd, that 
a woman was within. Wherewith being much moued, he intended ſud- 
denly to make him open the doore; bur (vpon better conſideration) hee 
concciued it farre more fitting for him , to returne backe to his owne 
chamber, and tary vntill the Monke ſhould come forth. 

The Monke,though his delight with the Damoſel was extraordinary, 
yer fearc and ſu{pition followed vpon it : for, in the very height of all his 
wantonneſle, he hearda ſoft voting about the doore. And prying tho. 
row a {mall creuice in theſame doore,perceiued apparantly,that the Ab- 
bot himſclte ſtood liſtening there,and could nor be ignorant,bur that the 
Maide was with him in the Chamber. As after pleaſure enſucth paine, 
{o the veniall Monke knew well enough (though wanton heate would 
not let him hcede it before) that moſt greeuous puniſhment muſt be infli- 
aed on him; which made him ſad beyond all meaſure. Neuertheleſſe, 
without diſcloſing his diſmay to the young Maiden,he began to conſider 
with himſclfe on many meanes, whereby to find out one that might beſt 
fithis turne. And ſuddenly conceited an apt ſtratagem, which ſorted to 
ſuch effcCtas he would hauc it: whereupon ſeeming ſatisfied for thar ſea- 
ſon, hee tolde the Damoſcll, that (being carefull of her credit) as he had 
brought her in vnſcen of any,ſo he would free her from thence again, de- 
firing her torarrie there (without making any noyſe at all) vntil ſuch time 
as he returned to her. 

Going forth of the Chamber, and locking it faſt with the key,he wont 
direly 
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Jicectly ro che Lord Abbors lodging, anddeliuering himthe ſaide key(as 


euery Monke vied to doethic like,whenhe went abroade out of the Con- 
aent) ſetting a good countenance on the marter, boldly ſaide; My Lord, 
[ haue not yet brought inall my parw#of the wood, which lieth ready cue 
downein the Forreſt; and having now conuenient time ro doeit, if you 
pleaſe to giue me [eaue, I will goe andfetchir. The Abbor perſwading 
himſclfe , rhathe had not beene diſcouered by the Monke, andto be re- 
ſolued more afſuredly inthe offence commirted;being nor alittle jtocund 
of fo happy an accident,gladly tooke the key ,and gaue him leauc to fetch 
the wood. 

No ſooner was he gone, but the Abbot beganne to conſider with hiar- 
ſclfe, what he were beſt to doe in this caſe,cither(in the preſence of all the 
other Monkes) to open the Chamber doore , that ſo the offence being, 
knowne to them all, they might haue no occaſion of murmuring againſt 
him,when he proceeded in the Monkes puniſhment;or rather ſhould firſk 
vnderſtand of the Damoſcil her ſelfe, how, and in what manner ſhee was 
brought thicher, Furthermore, he confidercd, that ſhee might be a wo- 
man of reſpe&, or ſome ſuch mans daughter, as would not rake it well, 
to haue her diſgraced beforeall the Monkes. Wherefore he concluded, 
firſt to ſee (himſelfe) what ſhee was,and then(afterward) to reſolue vpon 
the reſt. So going very ſoftly to the Chamber,and entring in,locked the 
doore faſt with the key, when the poore Damoſell thinking it had becne 
the gallant young Monke; but baking itto be the Lord Abbot, ſhee fell 
on her knees weeping, as fearing now to recciue publike ſhame, by being 
betrayed in this vokinde manner. 

My Lord Abbor looking demurely on the Maide, and percciuing her 
to be faire, feate, and lovely; felt immediately (although he was olde) no 
eſſe ſpurring on to fleſhly deſires , thenthe young Monke before had 
done ; whereupon he beganne to conferre thus priuately with himlelte. 
Why ſhould I not rake pleaſure , when I may freely haue it? Cares and 
moleſtations I cndure eucry day, but fildome find ſuch delights prepared 
forme, This is adclicate ſweete young Damoſell, and here is no eye that 
can diſcouer me. 1f I can enduce her to doe as I would haue her, I know 
no realon why I ſhould gaine-ſay it. No man can know it, or any tongue 
blazc it abroade; and finne ſo concealed,is halfe pardoned, Such a faire 


fortune as this is, perhaps hereafter will neuer befall me ; and therefore I 


hold it wiſedome;, to take ſuch a bencfit when a man may enioy it. 

Vpon this immodeſt meditation, and his purpoſe quite altered which 
he came for;he wenr neerer to her, and very kindly began to comfort her, 
deſiring her to forbeare weeping , and (by further infinuating ſpeeches) 
acquainted her with his amorous intention. The Maide, who was made 
neither of yron nor diamond, and ſceking to preuent one ſhame by ano- 
ther, was eaſily wonne tothe Abbots will, which cauſed him to embrace 
and kiſſe her often. 

Our luſty young nouice Monke , whom the Abbor imagined to be 


gone for wood , had hid himſelfe aloft vyponthe roofe of t fer nonh 
where, 
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where, when he ſaw the Abbot enter alone into the Chamber, hce loſt ; 

cat part of his former feare , promiſing to himſelfe a kinde of perſwa- 
{Aon that omewhat would enſue to his beter comfort ; but when he be. 
held him lockt into the Chamber, then his hope grew to vndoubted cer. 
rainty. A little chincke or creuice fauoured him , whereat he could both 
hearc and ſee, whatſocuer was done or ſpoken by them: ſo,whenthe Ab. 
bot thoughthee had ſtaide long enough with the Damoſell, leauing her 
ill there, and locking the doore faſt againe, hee returned thence to his 
owne Chamber. 

Within ſome ſhort while after, the Abbot knowing the Monke tobe 
inthe Conuent, and wy Ling". him to be lately returned with the wood, 
determined to reproue him ſharpely,and to haue him cloſely impriſoned, 
that the Damoſel] might remaine folic to himſelfe, And cauſing him to 
be called preſently before him, with a very ſicarne and angry countenance 
giuing him many harſh and bitter ſpeeches, commanded, that he ſhould 
be clapt in priſon. 

The Monke very readily anſwered, ſaying. My good Lord, I haue nor 
yet beene ſo long in the order of Saint Beneditf, as to lcarne all the parti- 
cularities thereto belonging. And beſide Sir , you never ſhewed mee or 
any ofmy brethren, in what manner we young Monkes ought to vſe wo- 
men, as you haue otherwiſe done for our cuſtome of prayer and faſting, 
Bur ſecing you haue ſo lately therein inſtruted mee , and by your owne 
example how ro doc it : I heere ſolemnely promiſe you, it you pleaſe to 
pardon me but this one error, I willneucr faile therein againe, but dayly 
follow what I have ſeenc you doe. 

The Abbor, being a man of quicke apprehenſion , perceiued inſtantly 
by this anſwere; that the Monke not onely knew as much as he did , but 
alſo had ſecne (what was intended) that hee ſhould nor, Wherefore, 
finding himſclfc ro be as faulty as the Monke , and that hee could nor 
ſhame him, but worthily had deferued as much himſelfc ; pardoning him, 
and impoſing ſilence on cithers offence : they conuayed the poore abu- 
ſed Damoſell forth of their doores , ſhe purpoling (never after) to tranſ- 
preſſc in the like manner, 


The Lady Marqueſſe of Montferrat , with a Banquet of Hennes , and diners 
other gracious ſpeeches beſide,yepreſſed the fond loue of the King of France. 
The fift Nouell. 
Declaring, that wiſe and vertuous Ladies, ought to hold their chaſtitie in more 


eſteeme , then the greatneſſe and treaſures of Princes : and that a diſcreese 
Lord ſhould not offer modeſtie wiolence. 


Lz-- HE Talc reported by Dienews, at the firſt hearing of the 
19 | Ladies, beganto relliſh of ſome immodeſtic , as the baſh- 
T4 \ > | tullblood mounting vp into their faces, deliuered by appa- 
SVN} rant reſtimonie. And beholding one another with ſcarſc- 


"— plcaſinglookes, during all the time it was in diſcourſing, no 
ſooner 
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ſooner had hee concluded : but with a fewe milde and gentle ſpeeches, 
they gaue him a modeſt reprehenſion, and meaning to let him know ghar 
ſuch tales ought not to be tolde among women. Afterward, the Queene 
commaunded Madame Frammetta, (fitting on a banke of Rowers betore 
her)to take her turne as nextin order: and ſhe,ſiniling with ſuch a virgin- 
bluſh, as very beautifully became her, began in this manner, 


(Wy 


Itisnolictle toy to me, that wee vnderſtand fo well (by thediſcourſcs 
already paſt) wiat power confiſterh in the delivery of wiſe and ready an- 
ſweres z And becauſlc it is a great part of ſence and iudgement in meu, to 
afte women of great birth and quality , then themſelues , as alſo an ad- 
mirable forc-fight in women, to keepe off from being ſurprized in louc, 
by Lords going beyond them in degree: a matter offereth it ſelfe ro my 
memory , well deſeruing my ſpeech and your attention, how a Gentle- 
woman (both in word and deede) ſhould defend her honour in that kind, 
when importunity laboureth to betray it. 

The Marqueſſe of Xontferrat was a worthy and valiant Knight , who 
being Captaine Generall for the Church, the neceſſary ſeruice required 
his company on the Seas, in a goodly Army of the Chriſtians againſt the 
Turkes. Vponaday, inthe Court of King Philip,lirnamed the one eyed 
King (who likewiſe made preparation in France, for aroyall aſſiſtance to 
that expedition) as many ſpecches were dcliuered , concerning the va- 
lour and manhood of this Marqueſſe: it fortuncd, that a Knight was 
then preſent, who knew him very familiarly, and hee gaue an addition to 
the former commendation, thavthe whole world contained not a more 
cquall couple in mariage,then the Marqueſle & his Lady. For,as among 


all Knights , the Marqueſſe could hardly be paraleld for Armes and ho- 
E 
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nour ; cuen ſo his wife , in compariſon of all other Ladies , was ſcarcely 
matchable for beauty and vertue. Which words were ſo waighty inthe 
apprehenſion of King Philep , that ſuddainly (hauing as yer never ſcene 
her) he began to affe& her very earneſtly, concluding to embarque him- 
ſelfe at Gennes or Genowa, there to ſet forward onthe intended voyage, 
and iourneying thither by land: hee would ſhape ſome honeſt exculc to 
ſce the Lady Marqueſſe , whoſe Lord being then from home , opinion 
perſwaded him over-fondly , that he ſhould ealily obraine the flue of his 
amorous deſire. 

When hee was come within a dayes iourncy , where the Lady Mar- 
queſle then lay ; he ſent her word, that ſhe ſhould expeR his company on 
the morrow at dinner. The Lady, being {1ngularly wife and 1udicious ; 
anſwered the Meſſenger, that ſhe reputed the Kings comming to her, as 
an extraordinary grace and fauour, and that hee ſhould be moſt hearrti'y 
welcome. Afterward, cntring into further conſideration wich herfſelfe, 
what the King might meane by this private viſiration, knowing her hul- 
band to be from home, anditto be no meane barre to his apter enter- 
tainement: at laſt ſhe diſcreetly conceited(and therein was not deceiued) 
that babling report of her beauty and pertetions, might thus occaſion 
che Kings coming thitherhis iourny lying clſc a quite contrary way.Not- 
withſtanding , being a Princely Lady , and ſo loyall a wite as cuer liued, 
ſhee intended to giue him her beſt entertainement : ſummoning the 
chicfeſt Gentlemen in the Country together, to take due order (by their 
aduiſc) for giuing the King a gracious welcome. But concerning the 
dinner, and diet for ſervice to his table ; that remained onely at her owne 
diſpoſing, 

Sending preſently abroade, and buying all the Hennes that the Coun- 
try afforded ; thee commaunded her Cookes, that onely of them (with- 
outany other prouiſion beſide) they ſhould prepare all the ſeruices that 
ay could deuiſe. Onthe morrow, the King came according to his pro- 
miſe, and was moſ{ honourable welcomm:d by the Lady, who ſeemedin 
his cye(farre beyond the Knights ſpeeches of her)the faireſt creaturethat 
cuer he had ſcene before ; whereat he meruailed not alittle, cxtolling her 
pertetions to be peereleſle , which much the more enflamed his fe. 
ons , and (almoſt) made his defires impaticnt. The King being with- 
drawn into ſuch Chambers, as orderly were prepared for him , and as 
belcemed fo great a Prince: the houre of dinner drawing on, the King 
and the Laoy Marqueſle were ſeared at one Table, and his attendants 
placed at other cables,anſwerable to their degrees of honour. 

Plenty of diſhes being ſerued in, and the rareſt wines that the Coun- 
trey yeelded,the King had more minde to the faire Lady Marqueſſe,then 
any meate that ſtood on the Table. Nevuertheleſſe , obſcruing each ſer- 
vice after other, and that all the Viands (though variouſly cooked, and in 
diucrs kindes) were nothing elſe but Hennes onely; he began to wonder, 
and ſo much the rather,becauſe he knew the Countrey to be of ſuch qua- 
liry,that it affoorded all plenty both of Fowles and Venyſon: beſide, after 

the 
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the time of his comming was heard, they had reſpite enough, both for 
hawking and hunting ; and thercfore it encreaſed his maruell the more, 
that nothing was prouided for him,but Hennes onely: wherein to be the 
better relolued, turning a merry countenance to the Lady, thus he ſpake.. 
Madam, are Hennes onely bred in this Countrey, and no Cockes? The 
Lady Marqueſle , very well vnderſtanding his demand, which fitted her 
with an apt opportunity , to thwart his idle hope, and defend her owne 
honour;boldly returned the King this anſwere, Not ſo my Lord,but wo- 
men and wives, howſoeuer they differ in garments and graces one from 
another ; yet notwithſtanding , they are all hcere as they be in other 
lJaces. 
F When the King heard chis reply, heknew well cnough the occaſion of 
his Henne dinner , as alſo , what vertue lay couched vnder her anſwer ; 
percciving apparantly, that wanton words would proue but in vaine, and 
ſuch a woman was not eaſily to be ſeduced ; wherefore, as hee grew ena- 
morcd on her inconfiderately, ſo he foundit beſt ficting for his honour, 
ro quench this heate with wiſedome diſcreetely. Andſo, without any 
more words, or further hope of ſpeeding in fo vnkingly a purpoſe, dinner 
being ended, by a ſudden departing, he {moothly ſhadowed the cauſe of 
his comming, and thanking her for the honour ſhee had done him,com- 


mended her to her chaſte diſpoſition , and poſted away with ſpeede to 
Gennes. 


Annoneit plaine meaning man, (ſimply and conſcionably) reprehendea the ma- 
liznity, hypocriſic, and miſdemeanour of many Religious per(ons. 
The f1xt Nouell. 
Declaring, that in few, diſcreete, and wellplaced words, the conered craft of 
Church-men may be inſtly reproued , and their hypocriſie honeftly diſco- 


wered. 
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M 2dan Fnmilia ſitting next to the gentle Lady Friammetta, perceuuing, 
the modeſt chaſtiſement , which the vertuous Lady Marqueſle had 
given to the King of France, was generally graced by the whole Aſſem. 
bly; began (after the Queene had thereto appointed her) in thele words. 
Nor will I conceale the deſerued reprehenfion , which ap honeſt ſimple 
lay-man, gaue to a couctous holy Father, in very few words; yet moreto 
be commended, then derided. 
Not long ſince (worthy Ladies) there dwelt in our owne native City, 
a Friar Minor, an Inquiſitor after matters of Faith, who, although he la- 
bourcd greatly to ſceme a ſanCtified man, and an earneſt affeter of Chri- 
ſtian Religion, (as all of them appeareto be in outward ſhew;)yet he was 
amuch berter Inquiſitor after them,that had their purſes plenteoully ſto- 
red with money , then of ſuch as wereflenderly grounded in Faith. By 
which diligent continued care in him, he found out aman, more richin 
purſe, then vnderſtanding; and yet not ſo defeRtiue in matters of faith, as 
miſguided by his owne ſimple ſpeaking , and (perhaps) when his braine 
E 2 was 
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was well warmed with wine, words fell more fooliſhly from him, then in 
better indgement they could haue done. 
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Being on aday in company, (very little differing in quality from him- 
ſelfe) he chanced to ſay ; that he had becne at ſuch good wine, as God 
himſelfe did never drinke better. Which words (by ſome Sicophantthen 
in preſence) bcing carried to this curious Inquiſitor, and he well know- 
ing, that the mans faculties were great,and his bagges ſwolne vp full with 
no meane abundance : Cum pladys (+ fuſtibus ; Wirh Booke, Bell, and 
Candle, he rayſcd an hoaſt of execrations agawſt him, and the Sumner 
cited him with a {olcmne Proceſle to appeare before him, vnderſtanding 
ſufficiently , that this courſe would ſooner fetch money from him, then 
_—_ any misbelicfe in the man; for no further reformation did he ſeeke 
after. 

The man comming before him, he demanded , ifthe accuſation inti- 
mared againſt him, was true or no? Vhereto the honeſt man anſwered, 
that he could not denic the ſpeaking of ſuch words, and declared in what 
manner they were vttered. Preſently the Inquiſitor, moſt deuoutly addi- 
Qed to Saint John wich the golden beard, ſaide; Vhat ? Docſt thou make 
our Lord a drinker,and a curious quaffer of wines,as ifhe were a glutton, 
belly-god, or a Tauerne haunter,as thou,and other drunkards are. Being 
an hypocrite, as thou art, thou thinkeſt this to be but alight matter, be- 
cauſc it may ſeeme ſoin thine owne opinion : bur I tell thee plainly, that 
it deſcrueth fire and faggor, if I ſhould proceede in Tuſtice to infli& it on 
thee: with theſe,and other ſuch like threatning words, as alſo a very ſtearn 
and angry countenance, he made the man belieuchimſelfe to be an Epi- 
Cure , and that hee denicd the eternity of the ſoule; wherebybe fell _ 
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ſuch arrembling feare , as doubting indecd , leait he ſhould be burned, 
that, to be more mercitully dealt withall,he rounded him in the care, and 
(by ſecrer means) ſo annointed his hands with Saint 7obxs golden greaſe, 
( a very ſingular remedy againſt the diſeaſe peſtilentiall in coucrous 
Prieſts, eſpecially Friars Minors, that dare touch no money ) as the caſe 
became very quickly aitered. 

This ſoucraigne vation was of ſuch vertue (though Galen ſpeakes nor 
a wor thercot among all his chieteſt medicines) and ſo farre prevailed 
that the terrible threatening words of fire and fagor, became meerely fro- 
zen vp, and gracious language blew a more gentle and ca)mer ayre; the 
Inquiſitor dehuering him an hallowed Crucitixe,creating him a Souldier 
of the Croſſe (becaulc he had payred Crofles good ſtore forit) andeuen 
as if he were to trauell vnder that Standard to the holy Land ; fo did hee 
appoint him a home-paying pennance, namely, to vifit him thrice eucry 
weeke in his Chamber , and ro annoint his hands with the ſelfe-ſame yel - 
low vnguent,and afterward, to hearc a Maſle of the holy Croſſe, viſiting 
him alſo at dinner time, which being ended, to doe nothing all the reſt of 
the day, but according as he dire&ed him. 

The ſimple man , yet not ſo ſimple, but ſeeing that this weekely grea- 
ſing the Inquiſitors hands,would (in time)graſpe away all his gold;grew 
weary of this annointing, and beganne to conſider with himſelfe, how to 
ſtay the courſe of this chargeable penance: And comming one morning, 
(according to his iniunRion) to heare Maſlc, in the Goſpell he obſcrued 
theſe wordes ; You ſhall receine an hunared for one, and ſo poſſefſe eternall 
bfe; which ſaying he kept perfeQly in his memory , and , as hee was 
commanded, at dinner time, he came tothe Inquiſitor, finding him (a- 
mong his fellowes) ſeated at the Table. The Inquiſitor preſently deman- 
ded ot him, whether he had heard Maſſe that morning, or no ? Yes Sir, 
replied the man very readily. Haſt thou heard any thing therein ( quoth 
the Inquiſitor) whereof thou art doubttull , or defireſt to be further in- 
formed ? Surely Sir, anſwered the plaine meaning man, I make no doubr 
of any thing I hauc heard, bur doe belecue all conſtant]y;onely one thing 
troubleth me much, and maketh me very compaſſionate of you, and of 
all theſe holy Fathers your brethren, perceiving in what wofull and wret- 
ched eſtate you will be,when you ſhall come into another World, Whar 
words are theſe, quoth the Inquiſitor? And why art thou moued to ſuch 
compaſſion of vs? O good Sir, faiderhe man , doe you remember the 
words inthe Geſpell this morning ? you fhall recciue an hundred for 
one, Thatis very truc , replied the Inquiſitor , but what moucth thee to 
vrge thoſe words ? | 

I will tell you Sir, anſwered the plaine fellow, ſoit might pleaſe you to 
be not offended. Since the time of my reſorting hicher, I haue daily ſeene 
many poore people at your doore, and (out of your ubundance) when 
you and your brethren haue fed ſufficiently, cuery one hath had a good 
meſle of pottage : now Sir, if for cucry diſhfull giuen, you are ſure to re- 
cetue an hundred againe,you will all be meerely drowned in portage. Al- 
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thoughthereſt (ſitting atthe Table with the Inquiſitor) laughed heartily 
at this icſt; yet he found himſelfe roucht in another nature,hauing (hypo- 
critically) recciued for one poore offence, aboue three hundred peeces of 
gold, and not a mite tobe reſtored againe. Bur fearing to be further diſ. 
cloſed, yer threatning him with anorher Proceſle in Law, for abuſing the 


words of the Goſpell;he was content to diſmiſle him for altogether,with- 
out any more golden greafing in the hand. 


Bergamine, by wry 4 Tale of a skilfull man, named Primaſlo, and of ay Ab- 
bot of Cluzni ; hone#ly checked a new kinde of couetouſneſſe , in Maiter 
Can dela Scala. 

The ſeauenth Nouell. 


_APprouing, that it i much vnfittimg for 4 Prince, or great perſon, to be coge- 
tors ;, but rather tobe liberal ro all men. 


] 'He curreous demeanor of Madam Am1lia,and the quaintneſle of her 
diſcourle, cauſed both the Queene, and the reſt of the company, to 
comme the inuention of carrying the Croſle,and the golden oyntment 


appointed for pennance. Afterward, Philo/7ratus, who was in orderto 
ſpcake next, began in this manner. | 


WAJ'E 


— 


94 1-7 
*''). Jt 


| 
| 


TH 


| 
[1] 


Il 


Wi 


It is a commendable thing(faire Ladies) to hita But that neuer ſtirreth 
out of hisplace: bur it isa matter much more admirable , to ſce a thin 
(luddenly appearing , and fildome or neuer frequented before) to be as 
ſuddenly hit by an ordinary Archer. The vicious and polluted lines of 
Prieſts, yeelderh matter of itſelfe in many things , deſeruing ſpeech and 
reprehenſion, as a true But ofwickedneſſe,and well worthy to be ſharply 
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ſhot at. And therefore, though that honeſt meaning man did wiſely , in 
rouching Maſter Inquiſttor to the quicke , with Go lepbericicns charity 
of Monkes and Friars , in giuing ſuch things to the poore, as were more 
meetefor ſwine, or to be worſe throwne away; yet I hold him more to be 
commended, who (by occaſton of a former tale, and which I purpoſe to 
relate) pleaſantly reproued Maſter Can dela Scala, a Magnifico and migh- 
tic Lord,for a ſudden and vnaccuſtomed coucrouſneſle appearing in him, 
figuring by other men, that which he intended to ſay of him, in manrier 
following. | 

' Maſter Cap dela Scala, as fame ranne abroade of him in all places, was 
(beyond the infinite fanours of Fortune towards him ) one of the moſt 
notable and magnificent Lords that enerliued m /caly, fince the dayes of 
Fredericke the ſecond Emperour. He determining to procure a very ſo- 
lemne aſſembly at Yerona, and many people being met there from divers 
places, eſpecially Gentlemen of all degrees; ſuddenly (vpon what occa- 
{jon I know nor) his minde altered, and hee would not goe forward with 
his intention. Moſt of them hee partly recompenced which were come 
thither, and they diſmiſſed ro depart at their pleaſure, one onely man re. 
mained vnreſpected, or in any kinde ſort ſent away, whoſe name was Ber- 
gamino , a man very pleaſantly diſpoſed, and ſo wittily ready in ſpeaking 
and anſwering, as nonecould eaſily credit it, but ſuch as heard hirn; and 
alchough his recompence ſeemed ouer long delayed, yer heemadeno 
doubr of a beneficiall ending. 

By ſome enemies ofhis,Maſter Candela Scala was incenſed, that whar- 
focuer he gaue or beſtowed on him ; was as ill imployed and vreerly loſt, 
as if it were throwne into the fire , and therefore he neither dig or ſpake 
any thing to him. Some fewe dayes being paſſed ouer , and Bergamino 
perceiuing, that hee was neither called, nor #4 account made of , not- 
withſtanding many manly good parts in him ; obſeruing beſide, that hee 
found a ſhrewd conſumption in his purſe, his Inne, horſes, and ſeruants 
being chargeable to him:he beg in to grow extremely melancholly, and 
yet hee attended in expeRation day by day , as thinking it farre voheting 
tor him,to depart before he was bidden farewell. 

Having brought with him thither,three goodly rich garments, which 
| had beene giuen himby ſundry Lords, for his more fightly appearar.ce 
at this great meeting : the importunate Hoſt being greedy of payment, 
firſt he delivered him one of them, and yet not halfe the ſcore being wiped 
off, the ſecond muſt needes follow, and beſide, excepthe mcanttoleauc 
his lodging , hee muſt live vpon the third ſo long as it would laſt, till hee 
ſaw what end his hopes would ſort to. Ir fortuncd, during thetime of 
liuing thus vpon his lateſt. refuge , that he mer with Maiſter Can one day 
x dinner , where he preſented himfelfe before him, with a diſcontented 
countenance : which Maiſter Car well obſerving , more to diſtaſte him, 
then take delight in any thing that could come from him, he ſaid. Berga- 
mins, how cheareſt thou ? Thou art very melancholly, Tpray thee cell vs 
why ? Bergamino ſuddenly, without any premediration, yer ſceming 4 if 
E 4 c 
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he had long conſiJered thereon, reported this Talc. 

Sir, I hauc heard of a certaine man, named Premaſſo, one Kkiltully lear- 
nedin the Grammar, and (beyondall other) a very witty and ready ver- 
ſifier : in regard whereof, he was ſo much admired, and ftarre renowned, 
that ſuch as neuer ſaw him, but onely heard of him, could eaſily ſay, this 
is Primaſ/o, It came to paſle, that being once at Pars, in poore eſtate, as 
commonly hee could light on no bertec fortune (becauſe vertue is ſlen- 
derly rewarded, by ſuch as haue the greateſt poſſcſhons) he heard much 
fame of the Abbot of Clugni, a man reputed (next to the Pope) to be the 
richeſt Prelate of the Church. Of him he heard wonderfull and magni- 
ficent matters, that he alwayes kept an open and hoſpitable Court, and 
neuer made refuſall of any (from whence ſo euer hee came or went) bur 
they 41d eatc and drinke freely there z prouided, that they came when 
the Abbot was ſer at the Table, Primaſ/ohearing this, and being an car- 
neſt deſirer,to ſee magnificent and vertuous men ; he refolued ro goeſee 
this rare bounty of the Abbot,demaunding how tar he dwelt from Pars. 
Being anſwered , about ſome three leagues thence ; Primaſſo made ac- 
count, that if he went on betimes in the morning , he ſhould eaſily reach 

thither before the houre for dinner. 

Being inſtrufted in the way , and not finding any to walke along with 
him ; fearing, if he went without ſome furniſhment,and ſhould ſtay long 
there for his dinner, he might (perhaps) complaine of hunger : he there- 
fore caried three loaucs of bread with him, knowing that he could mcete 
with water cuery where, albeithe vicd todrinke bur little. Hauing aptly 
conuaycd his bread about him,he went on his iourney,and oc atthe - 
Lord Abbots Court, an indiffcrent while before dinner time : wherfore, 
cntring into the great Hall , and ſo from place to place, beholding the 
great multitude of Tables, bountifull preparation in the Kitchin, and 
what admirable prouiſion there was for dinner ; he ſaid to himſelfe, Truly 
this man is more magnificent, then Fame hath made him, becauſe ſhee 
ſpcakes too ſparingly of him. 

VWhilerhus he went about, conſidering on all theſe things, he ſaw the 
Maiſter of the Abbots houſhold (becaulc then it was the houre of din- 
ner) commaund water to be gy for waſhing hands, and cuery one 
ſirting downe at the Table: it fell to the lot of Primaſſo, to fit diredtly 
againlt the doore, whereat the Abbot muſt enter into the Hall. The 
cuitome in this Court was ſuch, that no foode ſhould be ſerued to 
any , of the Tables, vntill the Lord Abbor was himſelfc firſt ſerte : 
w ares FU , Euery thing being fitte and readie , the Maiſter of the 
houſhold, went to tell his Lord, that nothing now wanted but his pre- 
ſence onely. | 

The Abbot comming from his Chamber to enter the Hall , looking 
abour him , as hee was wont to doe; the firſt man hee ſaw was Primaſ/o, 
who being but in homely habite , and he having nor ſcene him before to 
his remembrance ; a preſent bad conccite poſſeſſed his braine,that he ne- 
uer ſaw an vnworthier perſon, ſaying within himſelfe : Sec how I giue 
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my goods away to be deuoured. So returning backe to his Chamber 
againe , commaunded the dooreto be made taſt , demaunding of every 
man neere about him , it they knew the baſe Knaue that ſate before his 
entrance into the Hall, and all his ſeruants anſweredno. Primaſſo being 
extreamely hungry, with travailing on foote ſo farre, and neuer vſed to 
faſtſo long ; expeRing ſtill when meate would be ſerued in, andthatthe 
Abbot came not at all : drew out one of his loaues which hee brought 
with him, and very heartily fell to feeding, _ 

My Lord Abbor, after he had ſtayed within an indifferent while, ſent 
forth one of his men, to ſee it the poore fellow was gone,or no. Theſer- 
uant told him, that he ſil] ſtayed there, and fed vpon dry bread, which it 
ſeemed he had brought thither with him. Let him feede on his owne(re- 
plyed the Abbot) for he ſhall taſte of none of mine this day. Gladly wold 
the Abbor, that Primaſ/o ſhould haue gone thence of himſelfe, and yer 
held it ſcarſely honeſt in his Lordſhip, to diſmiſſc. him by his owne com- 
mand. Primaſſo having eaten one of his Loaues, and yet the Abbot was 
not come ; began to feede vpon the ſecond : the Abbot ſtill ſending to 
expe his abſence, and anſwered as he was before. Art length,the Ab- 
bot not comming,and Primaſſo hauing caten vp his ſecond loafe, hun- 
ger compeld him to begin with the third. 

When thefe newes were carried to the Abbor, ſodainly he brake forth 
and ſaide. VVhat new kinde ofneedy tricke hath my braine begorte this 
day ? Why dolI grow diſdainfull againſt any man whatſocuer ? I haue 
long time allowed my meare to be eaten by all commers that did plcaſe 


to viſit me, without exception Ss." any perfon, Gentleman, Yeoman, 


poore or rich, Marchant or Minfſtrill, honeſt man or knaue, neuer refrai- 
ning my preſence in the Hall,by baſely contemning one poore man.Be- 
lecue me, couctouſneſſe of one mans meate, doth ill agree with mine e- 
ſtate and calling, \What though he appeareth awretched fellow to mee? 
He may be of greater merit then I can imagine,and deſerue more honor 
then I am able to giue him. , 20 
Hauing thus diſcourſed with himfelfe,he would needs vnderſtande of 
whence and what he was, and finding him to be Primaſ/o, come onely to 
ſee the magnificence which he had reported of him, knowing alfo(by the 
generall fame novſed cuery whereof him) that he was reputed to bee a 
learned, honeſt,and ingenious man: he grew greatly aſhamed of his own 
— ,and being defirous to make him an amends,ſtroue many waies how 
to do him honor, VWhen dinner was cnded,the Abbot beſtowed hono- 
rable garments on him, ſuch as beſeemed his degree and merit, and put- 
ting good ſtore of money in his purſe, as alſo giuing him a good hotſle 
to ride on, left it at his owne free eleQion, whether hee would ſtay there 
ſtill with him, or depart at his pleaſure. VWherewith Primeſſs being bigh- 
ly contented, yeelding him the hearticſithankes he could deuiſe to doe, 
returned to Pars on horſe-back, albcit he came poorly thether on foor. 
Maſter Can de la Scala, who was a man of good vnderſtanding, percey- 
ued immediately (withour any further interpretation) what Bergamino 
| meant 
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meant by this moral!, and ſmiling on him, ſaide : Ber2amzno, thou haſt 
honeſtly expreſſed thy vertue and neceſſities, and iuſtly reprooued mine 
auarice, niggardneſlc, and baſe folly. And truſt me Bergamino, I neuer 
felt ſuch a tir of couctouſneſle come vpon me;as this which I have diſho- 
neſtly declared to thee : and which I will now banith trom me, with the 
ſame correction as thou haſt taught mee. So, hauing payed the Hoſt all 
his charges, redeeming alfo his robes or garments, mounting him on « 
good Gelding, and putting plenty of Crownes in his purſe, hee referd it 
to his owne choiſe to depart, or dwell there ſtill with him. 


Guillaume Bour ſier, with a few quaint and familiar words, checkt the miſera- 
ble conetouſneſſe of Siznior t1erminio de Grimaldl. 
The eight Nouel], 
Which platnly declareth, that a couetous Gentleman, is not worthy of any honox 
or reſpect. 


MAG Lanretta,(\tting next to Philoitraties, when ſhe had heard the 
witty conceite of Zergamno; knowing, that (hee was to ſay ſome- 
what, without iniunCtion or command,plcaſantly chus began, 
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[11s Jaft diſcourſe (faire and vertuous company) induceth mee to tell 
you, how an honeſt Courtier reprehended in like manner (and nothin 
vnprotitably)baſe couerouſneſle in a Merchant of extraordinary wealth, 
\Vhich Tale, although (in effeR) it may ſeeme ro reſemble the former ; 
yet perhaps, it will prouc no leſſe pleaſing to you, inregard it ſorted to 
as good an end. 

Itisno long time ſince, that there liued in Genes or Geneway,a Gentle- 


man 
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man named Signior Herminio de Grimaldi, who (as cuery one wel knew) 
was more rich in inheritances, and ready ſummes of currant mony, then 
any other knowne Citizen in /taly . Andas hee ſurpaſſed other mcnin 
wealth, ſo did he likewiſe excell them in wretched Auarice, being fo mj- 
ſcrably greedy and couetous,as no man in the world could be more wic- 
ked that way z becauſe, not onely he kept his purſe lockt vp from pleaſu- 
ring any, but denicd needful things to himſelf,enduring many miferics & 
diſtreſſes, onely to auoide expences, contrary tothe Genewayes generall 
cuſtome, who alwayes delighted to be decentlycloathed, and to haue 
their dyet ofthe beſt. By reaſon of which moſt wiſerable baſeneſſe,they 
rooke from him the fir-name of Grimalds, whereof hee wasin right deſ- 
cended : and called him maſter Hermmio the couerous Mizer,a nickname 
very notably agreeing with his gripple nature. 

It came to paſſe, that in this time of his ſpending nothing, but multi- 
plying daily by infinite meanes, that a ciuill honeſt Gentleman (a Cour- 
tier, ofready wit, and diſcourſtue in Languages) came to Geneway , be- 
ing named Guillaume Bourſier . A man very farre differing from diuers 
Courriers in theſe dayes, who for ſoothing ſhamefull and graceleſſe ma- 
ners, i ſuch as allowthem maintenance, are called andreputed to bee 
Gentlemen, yea eſpeciall fauourites : whereas much more worthily,they 
ſhould be accounted as knaues and villaines, being borne and bred in all 
filthineſſe, and skilfull in every kinde of baſeſt behaujour, not fit ro come 
in Princes Courts. For, whereas in paſſed times, they ſpent their dayes 
and paines in making peace, when Gentlemen were at warre or diflcn- 
tion, or treating on honeſt marriages, betweene friends and familiars, & 
(with loving ſpeeches) would recreate diſturbed mindes, deſiring none 
but commendable exerciſes in Court, and ſharpely reproouing (like fa- 
thers) diſordred hife, or ill ations in any, albeit with recompence little, 
or none at all : theſe vpſtarts now adayes, employ all their paines in de- 
tracions, ſowing queſtions and quarrels berweene one another, making 
no ſpare of lyes & falſhoods.Nay which is worſe, they will do this in the 
preſence of any man, vpbraiding him with inturies, ſhames,and ſcandals 
(true or not true) vpon the very leaſt occaſion. And by falſe and deceit- 
full Aattcries and villanics of their own inventing, they make Gentlemen 
to became as vile as theinſelues, For which deteſtable qualities,they are 
better beloued and reſpe&ed of theyr miſdemeanor'd Lords,and recom- 
penced in more dountiful manner, then men of yertuous carriage and de- 
ſcrte, Which is an argument ſufficient, that goodnefle is gone vp to hea- 
uen,and hath quite forſaken theſe loathed lower Regions,where men are 
drowned in the mud of all abhominable vices. 

Bur returning where I left (being led out ofmy way by aiuſt and reli- 
gious anger againſt ſuch deformity) this Gentleman, Maſter Gur/aume 
Bourſier, was willingly ſeene, and gladly welcommed by all the beſt men 
In Geneway. Having remayned ſome few dayes in the City, 8& (among 
other matters, he2rd much ralke ofthe miſerable coucrouſnes of matſjer 


Herminio, he grew verie deſirous to hauc a (ight ofhim, Maſter Hermi 
ha 
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had already vnderſtood, that this Gentleman, Maſtcr Gui/aume Bour ſier, 
was vertuoully diſpoſed,and (how couetouſly ſocuer he was inclined) ha- 
ving in him ſome ſparkes of noble nature; gaue him very good words,and 
gracious cntertainement, diſcourſing with him on ciuers occaſions, 

In company of other Genewayes with him , he brought him to anew 
erected houſe of his, a building of great coſt and beauty, where, after he 
had ſhewen him all the variable rarities , he beganne thus. Maſter Guzl- 
laume, no doubt but you haue heard and ſeene my things, and youcan 
inſtru& me in ſome quaint conceit or deuile, to be fairely figured in pain- 
ting, at the entrance into the great Hallof my Houſe, Maſter Guilaume 
hearing him ſpeake ſo ſimply, return2d him this anſwere; Sir,I cannot ad- 
uiſe you in any thing, ſo rare or vnſcen as youtalke of : but how to ſneeze 
(after a new manner) vpon afull and ouercloyed ſtomacke, to auoide 
baſe humours that tupifie the braine, or other matters of the like quality. 
But if you would be taught a good one indeede, and had a diſpoſition to 
ſee it fairely effeed;I could inſtru you in an excellent Embleme,wher- 
with (as yer)you neuer came acquainted. | 

Maſter Herminio hearing him ſay ſo, and expeQiing no ſuch anſwere as 
he had ſaide z Good Maſter Guillawme, tell me what itis, and on my faith 
I will haue it fairely painted. Vhereto Maſter Guillaume ſuddenly re- 
plied: Doe nothing but this Sir; Paint ouer the Portall at your Halles en- 
trance, the lively picture of Liberality, to bid all your friends better wel- 
come, then hitherto they haue beene. VWhen Maſter Herminio heard 
theſe words,he became poſſeſſed with ſuch a ſudden ſhame,that his com- 
plexion changed from the former paleneſſc, and anſwered thus, Maſter 
Guillaume, | will hauc your aduice ſo truly figured oucr my gate, and ſhee 
(hall giue ſo good welcome to all my gueſts, that both you, and all theſe 
Gentlemen (hall ſay; I haue both ſeene her, and am become reaſonably 
acquainted with her. From that time forward, the words of Maſter Guil- 
laume were ſo eftcAtuall with Signior Hermmio , that he became the moſt 
bountifull and beſt houſe-keeper, which lived in his ti me in Geneway z no 
man more honouring and friendly welcoming both ſirangers and Citi- 
zens, then he continually vſcd to doe. 


The King of Cyprus was Witialy reprehended , by the words of a Gentlewoman 
of Gaſcoigme, and became vertuouſly # IAC, from bg vicious diſpoſition. 
The ninth Nouell. 
Giuing all men to underſtand that Tutice is neceſſary in 4 King aboue all things 
elſe whatſoeuer. 


T Helaſt command of the Queene, remained vpon Madam El;/a, or 

Eliza, who without any delaying, thus beganne. Young Ladies, it 
hath often beene ſecne, that much paine hath beene beſtowed, and many 
reprehenſtons ſpent in vaine,till a word happening at adventure, and per- 
haps not purpoſely determined, hath cfteQually done the deede : as ap- 
pearcth by the Tale of Madam Zavretts , and another of minc owne, 


where- 
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wherewith I intend briefly to acquaint you, approuing, that when good 
- words are diſcreetly obſerucd, they are of ſoueraigne power and vertue, 
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Inthe dayes of the fuſt King of Cyprus, after the Conqueſt made in the 
holy Land by Godfrey of Bully, itfortuned, that a Gentlewoman of Ga/- 
coiznie , trauelling in pilgrimage , to viſitthe ſacred Sepulcher in /eruſa- 
lem, returning home againe, arriued at Cyprws, where ſhee was villanou- 
ſly abz:ſed by certaine baſe wretches, Complaining thereof, without 
any comfort or redreſle, ſhee intended to make her moane to the King of 
the Countrey. W hereupon it was tolde her, that therein ſhee ſhould 
but looſe her labour, becauſe hee was ſo womaniſh , and faint-hearted; 
that not onely he refuſed ro puniſh with iuſtice the offences of others, bur 
alſo ſuffered ſhametull injuries done to himfſelfe. And therefor, ſuch as 
were diſplealed by his negligence, might eaſily diſcharge their ſplecnc 
againſt him, and doe him what diſhonour they would. 

\Vhen the Gentlewoman heard this, deſpairing of any conſolation, 
or reuenge for her wrongs, ſhee ceſolued to checke the Kings deniall of 
wuſtice, and comming before him weeping, ſpake in this manner. Sir, 
prelumenot into your preſence , as hoping to hauc redreſſe by you , for 
diuers diſhonourable injuries done vnto me ; bur, as a full ſatisfa&ion for 
them, doe bur teach me how yo uf ſuch vile abuſes, as daily are offe- 
redto yourſelfe, To the ende,rhat being thertin inſtructed by you, may 
the more patiently beare mine owne which ( as God knoweth) I would 
rang 'on you very gladly , becauſe you know ſo well how.to endure 

em. 

The King , who (till then) had beene very bad , dull, and flothfull, 
cucnas ſleepingourt his time of gouernement; beganne to reuenge the 

wrongs 
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wrongs done to this Gentlewoman very ſeuerely , and (thence forward) 
became a moſt ſharpe luſticer , for the leaſt offence offered againſtthe 
honour of his Crowne, or to any of his ſubie&sbelide. 


Maſter Albert of Eulen , honeſtly made a Lady to bluſh, that thought to haye 
done as much to him , becauſe ſhee perceined him, tobe arty affeited 
towards her, 

| " The tenth Nouell. | 
1hercin is declared, that honeſt lone agreeth with people of all ages. 


Ae that Madam Elizs ate ſilent , the laſt charge and labour of the 
1ke cmployment,remained to the Queene her ſelte; whereupon ſhec 
E-cganne thus to ſpeake : Honeſt and verruovs young Ladies, like as the 
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Sta;res (whenthe Ayre is faire an! cleere ) are the adorning and beauty 
of Heauen, and lowres (while the Spring time laſterh)doe graciouſly em- 
be!liſh the Meadowes; even ſo ſweete ſpeeches atid pleaſing conferences, 
to pail the time with commendable diſcourſes, are the beſt habit of the 
minde, and an outward beauty tothe body : which ornament of words, 


when they appeare to be ſhort and ſweere, are much more ſeemely in 


women, thenin men; becauſe long and tedious talking (when it may be 
done in leffcrtime ) is a greater blemiſh in women, then in men. 
Among vs women, this day, I thinke few or none haue therein offen- 
ded, but as readily have vnderſtood ſhort and pithy ſpeeches,as they have | 
beene quicke and quaintly deliuered. But when anſwering ſuterh not 


with vnderſtanding, it is generally a ſhame in vs, and all ſuch as liue ; be- 


cauſc our moderne times haue conuerted that vertue , which was within 
them 
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them who liued before vs, into garments of the bodie , and ſhew 
whoſe habires were noted to bee moſt gaudie, fulleſt of imbroyderies 
and fantaſtick faſhions : ſhe was Fane 2 haue moſt matter in her, and 
therefore ro be more honoured and eſteemed. Neuer conſidering, that 
whoſocuer loadeth the backe of an Afſſe, or puts vpon him the richeſt 
braueric ; he becommeth not thereby a jote £ wiſer , or merriteth any 
more honour then an Aſſe ſhould haue. Iam aſhamed to ſpcake it , be- 
cauſe in deteRing other, | may (perhaps) as iuſtly taxe my ſelfe. 

Such imbroydered bodies , tricked and trimmed in ſuch boaſtin 
bravery, are they any thing elſe but as Marble Statues, dumbe, dull, . 
vtrerly inſenſible ? Or it (perchaunce) they make an anſwere, when fome 
queſtion is demaunded of them; it were much better forthemto be filent, 
For defence of honeſt deuiſe and conference among men and women, 
they would haue the worldto thinke, that it proceedeth bur from ſimpli- 
city and preciſe opinion, couering their owne folly with the name of ho- 
neſty : as if there were no other honeſt woman , bur ſheethat conferres 
onely with her Chamber-maide, Laundrefle, or Kitchin-woman,as if na- 
cure had allowed them (in their owne idle conccite) no other kinde of 
talking. 

Moſl true it is,that as there isareſpeA to be vied in theaQion of other 
things ;ſo,time and place are neceſſarily to be confidered,and alſo whom 
we conuerſe withall ; becauſe ſometimes it happeneth, that a man or wo- 
man, intending (by a word of icſt and merriment)to make another body 
bluſh or be aſhamed : not knowing what ſtrength of wit remainerh in 
the oppolite , doe conuerrt the ſame diſgrace vpon themſelues. There- 
fore, that we may the more aduiſedly ſtand vpon our owne guard, and to 
preuent the common prouerbe, That Women (in all things) make choyſe of 
the woorſt : | deſire that this dayes laſt tale , which is to come from my 
ſc|te, may make vs all wiſe. To the cnd, that as in gentleneſle of minde 
we conferre with other; ſo by excellency in good manners, we may ſhew 
our {clues notinferiour to them. 

Itis not many yeares ſince (worthy aſſembly) that in Bu{{oigne there 
dwelt alearned Phyſitian, a man famous for skill, and farre renowned, 
whoſe name was Maſter Albers, and being growne aged, to the eſtimate 
of threeſcore and tenne yeares : hee had yet ſuch a ſprightly diſpoſition, 
that though naturall heate and vigour had quite ſhaken hands with him, 
yet amorous flames and deſires had not wholly forſaken him. Hauing 
ſeene (ar a Banquet) a very beautifull woman , being then inthe eſtate of 
widdowhood, named (as ſome ſay) Madame Margaret de Chiſolieri, nee 
appeared fo pleaſing in his eye; that his ſences became no leſle diſtur- 
bed, then as if he had beene of farre younger temper, and no night could 
any quierneſſe poſſeſſe his ſoule, except (the day before) he had ſeene the 
ſweet countenance of this loucly widdow. In regard whereof, his dayly 
paſſage was by her doore, one while on horſcbacke , and then againe on 
foote ; as beſt might declare his plaine purpoſe to ſee her. | 

Both ſhee and other Gentlewomen , percciuing the occaſion of his 
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paſſing and repaſling ; would priuarely ieft thereat rogether, to {ce aman 
of ſuch yeares and diſcretion, to be amorouſly addited, or ouer-lwayed 
by cffeminate paſſions. For they were partly perſwaded, that ſuch wan- 
ton Apuc fits of Louc, were fit for none but youthfull apprehenfions, as 
beſt agrecing with their chearefull complexion. Maſter Albert continu- 
ing his dayly walkes by the widdowes lodging,it chaunccd vpoua Feafti. 
uall day, that ſhee (accompanied with divers other women of great ac- 
count) being ſitting at herdoore  eſpied Maſter Albert (farre off )com- 
miog thitherward, anda reſolued determination among themſclucs was 
ſer downe , to allow him fauourablcentertainement, and to teſt (in fome 
merry manner)at his louing foily,as afterward they did indeede. . 

No ſooner was he come neere, but they all arole, and cuurteoully in- 
uited Him to enter with them , conduQting him into a goodly Garden, 
where readily was prepared choyſe of delicate wines and banquertting, 
Ar length, among other pleaſant and delighttull diſcourſes, oy deman- 
ded ot him : how it was poſlible for him , to be amoroufly affected to- 
wards ſo beautifull a woman, both knowing and ſceing,how earneſtly ſhe 
was ſollicited by many gracious, gallant, and yourhtull ſpirits, aptly fu- 
ting with her yeares and deſires? Maſter Albert perceiuing, that they had 
drawne him in among them, onely to fcoffc and make a mockery ofhim; 
ſct a merry countenance on the matter,and honeſtly thus anſwered. 

Bclecue mce Gentlewoman (ſpeaking to the widdowe her felfe) it 
ſhould not appeare ſtrange ro any of wiſedome and diſcretion, that 1 am 
amoroutly cnclined, and eſpecially ro you , becauſe you are well worthy 
ot it. And although thoſe powers, whichnaturally appertaine tothe cx- 
erciſcs of Louc , are bereft and gone from aged people z yet good will 
thereto cannot be taken trom them , neither iudgement to know ſuch as 
deſerue to be aftced : for, by how much they exceede youth in know- 
ledge aud experience, by fo much the more hath nature made them meer 
for reſpe& and reuerence. The hope which incited me (being aged) to 
louc you , that arc affected of ſo many youth:tull Gallants, grew thus. I 
hauc often chaunced into diuers places , where I haue feene Ladies and 
Gentlewomen, being diſpoſed to a Collation or rere-banquet after din- 
ner,to tecde on Lupines, and young Onions or Leckes , and although ir 
may be ſo,thar there is little or no goodnefle at all inthem ; yer the heads 
of them are leaſt hurtfull , and moſt pleaſing in the mouth. And you 
Gentlewomen generally (guided by voreaſonable appetite) will hold the 
heads of them in your hands, and feede vpon the blades or ſtalkes: which 
not onely are not good for any thing, but alſo are of very bad ſauour. And 
what know I (Lady) whether among the choiſe of friends, it may fit your 
fancy todocthelike? For, if youdid ſo, it were no fault of mine to be 
ata of you, butthereby were all the reſt of your ſuters the ſooner an- 
wered. 

The widdowed Gentlewoman, and all thereſt in her company, being 
baſhfully aſhamed of her owne and their folly , preſently ſaid. Maſter 
Albert , you haue both well and worthily chaftiſed our cuer-bold pre- 


ſumption, 
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ſumption , and belecue mee Sir, I repute your loue and kindneſſe of no 
Meane merrit , comming from a man fo wile and vertuous : And there- 
fore (mine honour reſerucd) commaund my vttermoſlt, as alwayes ready 
rodo you any honeſt ſeruice. Maſter A/vert,arifing from bis ſeat,thankin 
the faire widdow for her gentle offer ; tooke leaue ofher and all the com- 
pany, and the bluſhing, as all the reſt were therein not much behinde her , 
chinking to checke him , became chiddcn her ſelfe , whereby (it wee be 
wiſe) let vs all take warning. 

The Sunne was now ſomewhat farre declined, and the heates extre- 
mity well worne away , when the Tales of the ſeauen Ladies and three 
Gentlemen were thus ftiniſhed, whereupon their Queene pleaſantly ſaid. 
For this day (faire company) there remaineth nothing mare to be done 
vnder my regiment , but onely to beſtow anew Queene vpon you ,-who 
(according to her iudgement) mult take her turne, and diſpoſe what next 
is to be done, for continuing our time in honeſt pleaſure. And although 
the day ſhould endure till darke night; in regard, that when ſome time is 
taken before, the better preparation may be made for occaſions to fol- 
low, to the end alſo , that whatſoeuer the new Queene ſhall pleaſe to ap- 
point, may be the better fitted for the morrow : I am of opinion, thar at 
the ſame houre as we now ceaſe, the following dayes ſhall ſeuerally be- 
gin. Andtherefore,in reuerence to him that giueth life to all things, and 
in hope of comfort by our ſecond day ; Madame Philomena, a moſt wiſe 
young Lady, ſhall goucrne as Queene rhis our Kingdome. 

So ſoone as ſhe had thus ſpoken, ariſing from her ſeate of dignity,and 
taking the Lawrell Crowne from off her owne head ſhe reuercntly pla- 
ced it vpon Madame Philomenaes, ſhe firſt of all humbly ſaloting her, and 
then allthe reſt , openly confefhing her to be their Queene, made graci- 
ous offer to obey whatſocuer ſhe commaunded. Philomena, her cheekes 
deliucring a ſcarlet tinfure , to ſee her ſelfe thus honoured as their 
Queene,, and well remembring the words, ſo lately vitered by Madame 
Pambinea; that dulneſle or negle& might nor be noted in her , rooke 
checrefull courage to her,and firſt of all,(he confirmed the officers, which 
Pampineahad appointedrhe day before, rhen ſhee ordained for the mor- 
rowes prouiſion,as alſo for the ſupper ſo neere approaching, before they 
departed away from thence,and then thus began. 

Louely Companions, although that Madam Pazpraes , more in her 
ewne courteſie, then any matter of merit remaining in mee, hath made 
me your Queene : I amnot determined, to alrer the forme of our inten- 

dedlite,nor to be guided by mine owne iudgement, bur to affxciate che 
{ame with your aſſiſtance. And becauſe you may know what I intend 
to do, and ſo (conſequently) adde or diminiſh at your pleaſure; in veric 
few words , you (hall plainly vnderſtand my meaning. If you haue well 
conſidered onthe courſe, which this day hath bene kept by Madam Pam: 
prmea, me thinkes it hath bene very wg and commendable ; in which 
repard, vntill by ouer-tedious continuation, or other occaſions of irke- 
{ome offence, it ſhall ſeeme injurious, I am ofthe minde, notto alter ir. 
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that the order by you appointed, is moſt plealing and worthy to bee al- 
lowed. Burl intreate one ſpeciall fauour for my ſelfe,and to hauc it con- 
firmed ro me, fo long as our company continueth; namely, that I may 
not be conſtrained to this Law of dire&ion, but to tell my Tale at liber- 
ty, after mine owne minde , and according to the freedome firſt inſtitu- 
red. And becauſe no one ſhall imagine, that I vrge this grace of you, as 
being vnfurniſhed of diſcourſes in this kinde, I am well contented to be 
the laſt in cuery dayes exerciſe, 

The Queene, knowing him to be a man full ofmirth and matter, be- 
gan to conſider very aduiſedly, that he would not haue mooued this re- 
qe bur onely to the end, thatif the company grew wearied by any of 
the Tales re-counted, hee would ſhut vppe the dayes diſport with ſome 
mirthfull accident. Wherefore willingly, and with conſent of al the reſt 
hc had his ſuite granted. So, arifing all, they walked to a Chriſtall river, 
delcending downe alittle hill into a vally, graciouſly ſhaded with good- 
ly Trees ; where waſhing both theirhands and feete, much pretty plea- 
ſure paſſed among them ; till ſupper time drawing nere, made them re- 
eurne home tothe Palace, Vhen ſupper was ended,and bookes and in- 
ſiruments being laide before them, the Queene commanded a dance, 8 
that Madam /Emilsa, aſſiſted by Madam Laurerta and Dieneus, ſhold ſing 
a {weer ditry, At which command, Lawrerra vndertooke the dance, and 
(edit, /Emiaſingingthisſong enſuing. | 
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The Song, 
_ much delight my beauty yeelds to mee, 
That any other Loue, 
Towiſh or proue ; 


Can ner ſute it ſelfe with my deſire. 


Therein I ſee, pon good obſeruation, 
hat [weete content due underitandims lends : 
Ole or new thoughts canngt in any faſhion 
Rob me of that, which mine owne ſoule commends. , 
hat obiecF then, 
(mong#t infinites of men) 
Can Tener finde 
to dipoſſeſſe my mind, 
And plant therein another new deſire? 


So much delight. &>c. 


But wereit ſo, the blifſe that I would chuſe, 
Is, by continual fight to comfort me : 
So rare a preſence neuer torefuſe, 
Which mortal tongue or thought what ere it be ; 
Muſt ſtill conceale, 
not able to reueale, 
Such a ſacred ſweete, 
for none other meete, 
Bus hearts enflamed with the (4 ame deſare. 
So much delight,c>c. 


_— —— SO —  . 


The Song being ended, the Chorus whereof was aunſwered by them 
all, it paſſed with generall applauſe: and after a few other daunces, the 
nightbeing well run on, the Queene gaue ending to this firſt dayes Re- 


creation, $o,ltghts being brought, rhey departed to their ſcuerall Lod- 
oings,totake their reſt till the nextmorning. 


The End of the firſt Day. 
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Whercin, all the Diſcourſes are under the gouernment of Madam Philomena : 
Concernins ſuch men or women, as (in diners accidents) haue beene much 
mollefted by Fortune, and yet afterward (contrary totheir hope and expe- 
(tation, hane had a happy and ſucceſſefull deliuerance. 


Ii Lready had the bright Sunne renewed the day e- 
Juery where with his ſplendant beames, and the 
Birds ſate merrily finging on the blooming bran-. 
ches, yeelding teſtimony thereofto the cares of 
all hearers ; when the ſeuen Ladies,and the three 
Gentlemen (after they were riſen)entered the 
Gardens,and there ſpent ſome time in walking,as 
alſo making of Noſe-gayes and Caplets of Flo- 
wers. And cuen as they had done the day before, 
ſo did they now follow the fame courſe y for, after they had dined, in a 
coole and pleafing aire they fell ro dancing, and then went to ſleepea- 
while, from which being awakcd, they tooke their places (according as 
it pleaſed the Queene to appoint) in the ſame faire Meadow about her. 
And ſhe, being a goodly creature, and highly pleaſing to beholde, ha- 
uing put on her Crowne of Laurcll, and giuing agractous countenance 
tothe whole company ; - commanding: Madam Neiphilathat her Tale 
ſhould begin this daies delight, Whercupon ſhe, without returning any 
excule or denial], beganin this manner. 


— Martelhno 
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Martellino counterfetting to be lame of bis members, cauſed himſelſe tobe ſet 
on the body of Sarut Arriguo, where be made ſhew of bus ſudden recoxery, 
but when his diſytmulation was d;ſconered, be was wellbetten, being after- 


vi 


ward taken priſoncr , and ingreat danger of being hanged awd ſtrangled by 


the necke, and yet be eſcaped tn the ende. 
The firſt Nouell, 
Whereis is fignified, bow eafic a thang it ix, fer wicked men to deceiue the world, 
onacr the ſpadow and colour of: maracles: and that /a #ch trecbery(oftentumes ) 
redowndeth to the harme'of the deae/er. | 


F Aire Ladies, it hath. happened timcs , that hee who firiucth to 
ſcorne and floute other men, andeſpecially in occaſions deferuing to 
be reſpeted, prouethts mocke himſclfe with thefelfe-ſame matter, yea, 
and to his no meane danger beſide. As you ſhall perceiue by a T ale, 
which I intend to tell vou, obeying therein the command of our Queene, 
and according to the ſubieC by ber enjoyned. In which diſcourſe, you 
may firſt obſerue,what great milchance happened to one of our Citizens; 
and yet afterward, how (beyond all hope) he happily cſcaped. 

Not long ſince there liued in the City of Trewers, an Almaine or Ger- 


maine, named Arriguo, who being a poore man,ſerucd as a Porter,or bur. ©' *'5%: 


den-bcarer for money, when any man pleaſedto employ him. And yer, 
potwithſtanding his poore and meane condition , he was generally repu- 
ted, tobe of good and ſandihed life. In which regard (whether icwere 
true or no, I know not) it happened, thatwhen he died ( atleaſt, as the 
men of Treuers themſclues affirmed) in the very inſtant houre of his de- 

artinig, all the Belles in the great Church of Trexers, (not being pulled 
by the helpe of any hand) beganne to ring : which being accounted for a 
miracle,cuery one ſaide;that this Arriguo had been,and was a Saint. And 
preſently all the people of the City ran to the houſe where the dead body 
lay, and carricd it (as a ſanQtificd body) into the great Church,where peo- 
ple, halr, lame, and blinde , or troubled with any otherdifeaſes., were 
broughr abour it, cuen as ifeuery one ſhould forth-with be holpen, oncly 
by their touching the bodie. 

It came to pafle; that in ſo great a concourſe of people, as reſorted thi- 
ther from all parts; three of aur Citizens went to Trewers, one of them 
being named Stechro, the ſecond Marteffeno, and thethird Marquiſe, all 
being men of ſuch condition,as frequented Princes Courts,to giue them 
delight by plcafant & counterfeired qualities. None of thele men hauing 
cuer beene at Trexers before, ſecing how the people crowded thorow the 
ſtreetes,, wondred greatly thereat : but when they knew the reaſon, why 
the throngs rannne on heapes in ſuch fort together, they grew as defirous 
to ſee the Shrine, as any of thereſt, Having ordered all affaires at their 
lodging, Marque/oſaide ; Iris fit for vs to fee this Saint , bur I know not 
how we ſhall-attaine thereto, becauſe (as I hauc heard) the place is guar- 
dcd by.Germane Souldicrs, and other warlike men, commandedtiucher 

by 
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by the Gouernour s of this City , leaſt any outrage ſhovld be chere com- 
mitted : And beſide, the Churchis fo full of people, as wee ſhall neuer 
compaſle to ger necre. Martelino being allo as forward in defire to ſee 
it,preſently replied: All chis difficulty cannot diſmay mc,butIwill goeto 
the very body of the Saint itſelfe. Burt how ? quoth Afarqui/o. I will tell 
thee, anſwered Martelhno. I purpolſeto I in the diſguiſe of an impotent 
lame perſon, ſupported onthe one fide by thy ſelfe , and on the other by 
Stechio, as if I were not able ro walke of my ſclfe : And you two thus ſu. 
ſtaining me, deſiringto come neere the Saintto cure me ; euery one will 
make way, and freely giue you leave to goe on. | 

This deuiſe was very pleaſing to Marquiſo and Stechio, ſo that(without 
any further delaying ) they all three left their lodging, andreſorting into 

aſecretcorner aſide, Marte{{inoſo writhed and miſhaped his hands, fin- 
gers,and armes, his legges, mouth, eyes, and whole countenance, that it 
was adreadfull ſight to looke vpon him , and whoſoeuer beheld him, 
would verily haue imagined, that hee was vtterly lame of his limbes, and 
greatly deformed in his body. XMarquiſo and Stechio, ſceing all ſorted ſo 
well as they could wiſh, tooke and led him rowards the Church, making 
very pitious moanc, and humbly deſiring (for Gods fake) of every one 
that they met, to grant them free paſſage,whereto they charitably condiſ- 
cended. 

Thus leading him on, crying ſtill ; Beware there before, and giue way 
for Gods ſake,they arriucd at the body of Saint Arriguo,that(by his helpe) 
he might be healed. And while all eyes were diligently obſeruing, what 
miracle would be wrought on Martens, hee hauing ſitten a ſmall ſpace 
vpon the Saints bodie,and being ſufficiently skilfull in counterfeiting; be- 
ganne firſt ro extend for the one of his fingers , next his hand, then his 
are, and ſo (by degrees) the reſt of hisbody. Which when the people 
ſaw, they made {uch a wonderfull noyſc in praiſe of Saint Crriguo, cuen 
as if it had thundered in the Church. 

Now it chanced by ill fortune , that there ſtood a Florentine neereto 
the body,who knew 4artellinovery perfeAly;bur appearing ſo monſtrou- 
{ly miſhapen , when he was broughr into the Church, hee could take no 
knowledge of him. But when he ſaw him ſtand vp and walke, hee knew 
him then to be the man indeede z whereupon he ſaide: How commethir 
to paſſe, that this fellow ſhould be ſo miraculouſly cured, thatneuer truly 
was any way impotent ? Certaine men of the City hearing theſe words, 
entred into further queſtioning with him, demanding, how he knew that 
the man had no ſuch imperfeQion ? Well cnough (anſwered the Floren- 
tee) Iknow him to be as direRiin his limbes and body, as you I, or any 
of vs all are: but indeede, he knowes better how to diſſemble counterfet 
trickes, then any man elſe that euer I ſaw. 

When they heard this, they diſcourſed no further with the Florentine, 
bur preſſed on mainely to the place where Martellino ſtood, crying out a- 
loude. Lay holde on this Traytor, a mocker of God, andhis holy Saints, 
that had no lameneſle in his limbes;but ro make a mocke of our Saint and 
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vs, cane hither in falſe and counterfetmanner. So laying hd _— 


him, they threw him againſt the ground, haling him by the haire on his 
head, and tearing the garments from his backe, ſpurning him vvith their 
feere, and beating him with their fiſts, that many were much aſhamed to 
ſee it. 

Poote Martellinowas in a pittitull caſe, crying out for mercy, but no 
man would heare him; for, the more hecried, the moreſhl they did beat 
him, as meaning to leaue no life in him, which Srechioand Marquiſe ſee- 
ing, conſidered withrhemſclues , that they were likewiſe in a deſperate 
cale; and therfore, fearing to be as much miſvſed, they cryed out among 
the reſt ; Kill rhe counterfet knaue, lay on loade, and ſpare him not; ne» 
aertheleſſe, they tooke care how to get him out of the peoples handes, 
as doubting, leaſt they wouldkillhim indeede, by their extreame vio- 
lence. 

Sodmnly, Marquiſo bethought him how to do it,and proceeded thus, 
All the Sergeanrs for Iuſtice ſtanding at the Church doore, hee ran with 
all poſſible {peede to the PoteFFates Lieutenant, and (aid vnto him.Good 
my Lord Iuſtice, helpe me in an hard caſe ; yonder is a villaine that hath 
cut my purſe, I deſire he may bee brought before you , that I may haue 
my money againe. He hearing this, ſent for a dozen ofthe Sergeants, 
who went to apprehend vnhappy Marteliino, and recouer him trom the 
peoples fury, leading him on with them to the Palace,no meane crowds 
throneing afterhim, whenthey heard that he was accuſed to bee a Cur- 
purſe. Now durſt they meddie no more with him, but aſſiſted the Of- 
ficers; fome of them charging him in like manner, that he had cut rheyr 
purſes alſo. 

Vpon theſe clamours and complaints, the PoteZates Lieutenant (be- 
ing a man of rude quality) tooke him ſodainly aſide, and examined him 
ofthe crimes wherewith he was charged. But Marte/no, as making no 
account of theſe accuſations, laughed, and returned ſcofting anſweres . 
Wherear the Iudge, waxing much diſpleaſed, delivered him ouct to the 
Strappado, and ſtood by himſelfe, to haue him confeſſerhe crimes im- 
poſed on him, and then to hang him afterward. Beeing let downe to the 
ground, the Iudge ſtill demaunded of him , whether the accuſations a- 
gainſthim were true, or no? Afhirming, thatitnothing auayled him to 
deny it : whereupon hee thus ſpaketo rhe Indge. My Lord, I am heere 
ready before you, to confeſſe therruth ; but I pray you, demaund of all 
them that accuſe me, when and where I did cutthcir purſes, & then I wil 
tell you that, which(as yet)I haue not done, otherwiſc I purpoſe tro make 
you no more anſwers, 

Well /quoth the Iudge) thou requireſt but reaſon ; & calling diuers 
of the accuſers, one ofthem ſaide, that he loſt his purſe eight dayes be- 
fore ; another ſaide ſix, another foure, and ſome ſaide the very ſame day. 
VWhich Martens hearing,replycd.My Lord, they al lic in their chroats, 
as I will plainly prouc before you . I would to God I had neuer ſet foote 
within this City,as it is not many houres ſince my firſt entrance,and pre- 
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ſently after mine arrivall, I went (in an cuill houre I may ſayfor me)to ſee 
the Saints body, where I was thus beaten as you may beholde. Thar all 
this is true which I ſay vnto bas the Seigneuries Officer that keeps your 
Booke of preſentations, will teſtifie for me, as alſo the Hoſt where I am 
lodged. Wheretore good my Lord, if you finde all no otherwiſe, then 
as I hauc ſaid, I humbly entreate you,that vpon theſe bad mens reportes 
and falſe informations, I may not be thus tormented, and putin perill of 
my life. 

While matters procceded in this manner, 44rqw/o and Stechio, vn- 
derſtanding how roughly the PoteZZates Licutenant dealt with Martellings 
and that he had alrcady giuen him the Strappado;z were in heauy per- 
plexity, ſaying to themſelues ; we haue carried this buſineſſe very badly, 
redeeming him our of the Frying-pan, and flinging him into the Fire , 
Whereupon, trudging about from place to place, & meeting at length 
with their Hoſt, they told him truly how all had happened , whereat hee 
could not refraine from laughing. Afterward, he went with them co one 
Maſter Alexander Apolante, who dwelt in Trewers, and was in great cre- 
ditc with the Cities cheefe Magiſtrate, to whom hee related the whole 
Diſcourſe all three earneſily entreating him, to commiſlerate the caſe 
of poore Martellims. 

Maſter Alexander, after he had laughed heartily at this hotte peece of 
ſcruice, went with him co the Lord of Trewers ; preaailing ſo vvell with 
him, that he ſent to haue Marte{ino brought before him. The Meſſengers 
that went for him, found him ſtanding inhis (hirt before the Iudge, very 
\hrewdly ſhaken with the Strappado, trembling and quaking pitrifully . 
Forthe Iudge would not heare any thing in his excuſe ; bur hating him 
(perhaps) becauſe hee was a Florentine: flatly determined to baue him 
hangde by the necke,and would not deliuer him to the Lorde, vntill in 
meeredeſpight he was compeld to do it. 

The Lord of Trewers, when Martehino came before him, and had ac- 
quainted him truly with euery particular : Maſter 4lexander requeſted, 
that he might be diſpatched thence for Florence, becauſche thoughtthe - 

| halter to be about his necke, and that there was no other helpe but han- 
ging. The Lord, ſmiling (a long while) at the accident, & cauſing Mar- 
telhino to be handſomely apparrelled, deliuering them alſo his Paſle,they 


eſcaped out of further danger, and tarried no where, till they came vnto 
Florence. | 
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Rinaldo de Eſte, after he was robbed by Theeues, arriued at Chaiteas Guil. 
laume, where he ws friendly lodged by a faire widdow, and recompemced 
likewiſe for all bus loſſes , returning afterward ſafe and well home nts ths 
ow ne houſe . fi 
The ſecond Nouell. 


hereby wee may learne, that ſuch things as ſometime ſeeme hurtful to ws, 
may tnrne to our benefit and commodity. 


MY merriment was among the Ladies, hearing this Tale of Mar- 
tellinos misfortunes, ſo familiarly reported by Madam Neiphila, and 
of the men, it was beſt reſpeRed by Philoſtratus, who fitting neereſt vnto 


Neipbila, the Queene commanded his Tale to be the next,w hen preſent- 
ly he began to ſpeake thus, 


Gracious Ladies, I am to ſpeake of vniuerſall occafions,mingled with 
fome misfortunes in part, and partly with matters leaning to loue:as ma- 
nytimes may happen to ſuch people, that trace the dangerous pathes of 
amorous deſires, or haue not learned perfeRtly, to lay S, 1ulianspater no- 

fer, hauing-good beds of their owne, yet (caſually) mecte with worſer 
odping. 

To - time of 4zz9, Marqueſle of Ferrara,there was a Marchant na- 
| med Rinaldo de Eſte, who being one day at Bologna, about ſome efpeciall 
buſineſſe ofhis owne.; his occaſionsthere ended, and riding from thence 
towards Yeropa, hefell in company with other Horſemen, ſeeming ro be 
Merchants like himſclie ; but indeede were Theeues, men of moſt badde 
life and conuerſation ; yer he hauing ” ſuch miſtcuſt of them, rode on, 
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conferring with them very familiarly. They perceiving him to be a Mer- 
chant,and likely to hauc ſome ſtore of money about him, concluded be- 
rweene themſelues to rob him, ſoſoone as they found apr place and op- 
portunity. But becauſe he ſhould concciue no ſuch ſuſpition,they rode 
on like modeſt men, talking honeſtly & friendly with him, of good parts 
and diſpoſition appearing in him, offering him all humble and gracious 
ſeruice, accounting themſelues happy by his companie, as hee returned 
the ſame courteſie to them, becauſe he was alone, and but one ſeryant 
with him. 

Falling from one diſcourſe to another, they began toralke of fuch 
prayers, as men (in journey) vſe to. ſalute God withall; and one of the 
Theeues (they being three in number, ſpake thus to Rizalao. Sir, let it be 
no offence to you,that I deſire ro know, what prayer you moſt vie when 
thus you trauell on the way ? Whereto &inaldo replyed inthis manner. 
To tell you true Sir, I am a man groſle enongh in ſuch Divine matters, 
as medling more with Marchandize, then I do with Bookes, Neuerthe- 
leſſe, at alltimes when I am thus in journey, ia the morning before 1 de- 
part my Chamber, I ſay a Pater noſter and an Aue Maria, for the ſouls of 
the father and mother of Saint 7ulian, and after that, I pray GodandS. 
iulian to ſend me a good lodging at night. Andlet me tell you Sir, that 
very oftentimes heeretofore, Thaue mer with many 'great dangers vpon 
the way, from all which I till eſcaped, and cuermore (when night drewe 
on) I came to an exceeding good Lodging. VWhich makes mee firmely 
belecuc, that Saint 7#an (in honour of whom I ſpeakeit) hath begd of 
God ſuch great grace for me ; and meethinkes, that if any day Iſhould 
faile of this prayer inthe morning: I cannot trauaile ſecurely ,nor come 
to agoodlodging. Nodoubt then Sir (quoth the other) but you haue 
(aide that prayer this morning? I would be ory clfefaide &inaldo,fuch an 
eſpecial] matter is not to be neglefted. : 

He and the reſt, who had alrcady determined now to handle him be- 
tore they parted, ſaide within themſclues : Looke thou haſt ſaid thy prai- 
er, for when we have thy money, Saint 7«lan and thou ſhift for thy lod- 
ging. Afterward, the ſame man thus againe conferd with him. As you 
Sir, ſo I have ridden many iournies, and yet Incuer vſed any ſuch praier, 
although I haue heard it very much commended, and my lodging hath 
prooucd neuer the worſer, Perhaps this veric night will therein reſoluc 
vs both, whether of vs two ſhall be the beſt lodged ; youthat haue ſayde 
the prayer,or I that neuer vſ{de it at all. But I muſt not deny, that in ſted 
thereof, I have made vſe of ſome verſes ; as Dirapii, orthe Intemerata, 
or Deprofundis, which are (as my Grandmother hath often told mee)of 
very great vertue and efficacy. 

Continuing thus in talke of divers things, winning way,and beguiling 
rhe time, ſtill waiting when thcir purpoſe ſhould ſort to effe@ : it fortw- 

_ ned, that the Theeues ſeeing they were come neecre to a Towne, called 
Caieau Guillaume, by the foord of a Riuer, the houre ſomewhat late, the 
place {olitaric, and thickely ſhaded with trecs, they made their aſſault ; 
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and hauingrobd him, left hin there on foore, ſtript inco his ſhirt, ſ, aying 
to him. Goenow and fee, whether thy Saint /#{az will allow thee this 
night a good lodging, or no, for our owne we are ſufficiently prouided ; 
ſo paſſing the River, away they roJe. Rinaldees ſeruant, ſecing his Ma- 
Ger ſo ſharply aſlayled, like a wicked villaine, would nor affiſt him in any 
ſort : but giuing his horſe the ſpurres , never left gallowping, vntill hce 
came to Chaſteau Guillaume , where hee entred vpon the point of night, 
prouiding himſcltc of a lodging , but not caring what became of his 
Maſter. 

Kinalds remaining there in his ſhirt , bare-foote and bare-legged, the 
weather extremely colde , and ſnowing inceſſantly , not knowing what 
to doe, darke night drawing on, and looking round about him, for ſome 

lace where to abide that night, to the erid he might not dye with co'de: 
bo found no helpe at all there for him, in regard that (no long while be. 
fore) the late warre had burnt and waſtedall,and nor ſo much as the leaſt 
Cottageleft. Compelled by the coldes violence, his tecth quaking, and 
all his body trembling , hee trotted on towards Chaſtean Guillaume, not 
knowing, whether his man was gonethither or no, or to what place elſe: 
but perſwaded himſelfe, that if he could get entrance, there was no feare 
of finding ſuccour. But before he came within halfe a mile ofthe Towne, 
the night grew extreamely darke , and atriuing there ſo late , hee found 
the gates faſt lockt, and the Bridges drawne vp,ſo that no entrance might 
be admitted. | 

Gricving greatly hereat , and being much diſcomforted, rufully he< 
went ſpying about the walls,for ſome place wherein to ſhrows himlclfe, 
at leaſt, to keepe the ſnow from falling vpon him. By good hap, hee 
eſpicd an houſe vpon the wall of the Towne, which had a terracc iutting 
out asa penthouſe, vnder which he purpoſed to ſtand allthe night , and 
then toget him gone inthe morning. At length, hee found a doore in 
the wall, but very faſt ſhut , and ſome ſmall ſtore of ſtrawe lying by it, 
which he gathered together, and fitting downe thereon very penliuely ; 
made many ſzd complaints to Saint Ielzen, ſaying : This was not accor- 
ding to the truſt he repoſed in her. But Saint rallan, taking compaſhon 
vpon him, without any oucr-long tcarying z prouided him of a good 
lodging, as you ſhall heare how. 

In this towne of Chaſteau Guillaume, lived ayoung Lady , who was a 
widdow, fo beautifull and comely of her perſon , as fildome was ſcene a 
more louely creature, The Marqueſle Azzo moſt dearely affe&ed her, 
and (as his choyſeſt Iewell ofdelight) gaue her that houſego live in, vn- 
der the terrace whereof poore Rinaldo made his ſhelter, It chaunced che 
day before, thatthe Marqueſſe was come thither , according to his fre- 
quent cuſtome, to weare away that night in her company, ſhe having ſe- 
cretly prepared a Bath for him, and a coſtly ſupper beſide. All things be- 
ing ready, and nothing wanting but the Marqueſle his preſence: ſudden- 
ly a Poſt brought him ſuch Letters, which commanded him inſtantly ro 
horſebacke, and word hee ſent to the Lady, to ſpare him for that night, 
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becauſe vrgent occaſions called him thence , and hee rode away im- 
mediartely. | 
Much diſcontented was the Lady at this vnexpeRted accident, and not 
knowing now how to ſpend the time, reſolued to vic the Bath which hee 
had vey for the Marqueſle , and (after ſupper) betake her ſelfe to reſt, 
and ſo ſhe centred into the Bath. Cloſe to the doore where poore Rxalds 
ſate, ſtoode the Bath, by which meanes, (hee being therein, heard all his 
uiuering moanes, andcomplaints, ſceming to be ſuch, asthe Swahne 
G ging before her death : whereupon, ſhee called her Chamber-maide, 
ſaying to her. Goe.vp aboue, and looke ouer the terrace on the wall 
downe to this doore , and ſee who is there, and what hee doth. The 
Chamber-maide went vp aloft , and by alirtle glimmering in the ayre, 
ſheſaw a man fitting in bis ſhirr, bare on feere and legges , trembling in 
manner before rchearſed, Shee demaunding, of whence, and what hee 
was ; Rinaldoes teeth ſo trembled in his head , as very hardly could hee 
forme any words , but (ſo well as he could) tolde her what hee was, and 
how hee came thirher : moſt pittifully entreating her, that if ſhee could 
affoord him any helpe,not to ſuffer him {taruc there to death witheolde, 
The Chamber-maide, being much moucd to compaſhon , returned 
to her Lady, and tolde her all ; ſhe likewiſe pitrying his diſtreſle, and re- 
memibring ſhee had the key of that doore , whereby the Marqueſle both 
entred and rernrned, when he intended not to be ſcene of any ſaid ro het 
Maide. Goe, and open the doore ſottly for him ; we haue a good ſupper, 
and none to helperocateir, and ithe be a man likely, we can allow hi 


one nights lodging too. The Chamber-maide, commending her L 
for this charitable kindnefle, «omg the doore, and ſeeing hee appeare 
im. 


as halfe frozen, ſhee ſaid vnto Make haſt good man, ger thee into 
this Bath, which yet is good and warme , for my Lady her felfe came bur 
new]y out of it. hereto very gladly he condiſcended,as not tarrying to 
be bidden twiſe ; finding himſelte ſo ſingularly comforted with the heare 
thereof, cuen as if docked beene reſtored from death to life. Then the 
Lady ſent him garments, which lately were her deceaſed husbands, and 
mou him fo aptly in all rcſpeQts, as if purpoſely they had beene made 
or him. 

Attendingin further expeQation , to know what elſe the Lady would 
commaund him ; hee beganto remember God and Saint 7ulian, hartily 
ehanking her, for deliuering him from ſo bad a night as was threatned to- 
wards him, and bringing him ro ſo good cntertainement. Afeer all this, 
the Lady cauſing a faire fire tobe made in the necreſt Chamber beneath, 
went and fate by it her ſelfe , demaunding how the honeſt man fared. 
Madame, anfwered the Chamber-maide, now thathe isin your deceaſed 
Lords garments,he appeareth to be a very goodly Gentleman,and (que- 
ſtionleſſe) is of reſpeiue birth and breeding , well deſeruing this graci- 
ous fayour which you haue afforded him. Goe then (quoth the Lady) 
and condu@ him hither, to ſitby this fire, and ſup here with mee, for 1 
fearehe hath had bura ſorrie ſupper. When Rinaldo was cocred inco th 
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Chamber, and beheld her to be ſuch a beaurifull Lady , accounting his 
fortune co exccede all compariſon, hee did her moſ} bumble reverence, 
exprefling ſo much rhanketulneſle as poſſibly hee could , for this her ex- 
craordinaty grace and fauour. SY | | | 

The Lady fixing a ſtedfaſt cye ypon him , well liking his gequle lan- 
guage and behauiour, perceiving alſo, howfitly her deceaſed husbands 
apparell was formed to his perſon, and reſembling him in all familiar re- 
ſpeds,he 4 age her iudgement) farre beyond the Chambermaides 
commendartions of him. fo praying him to fat downe by her bcetore the 
fire, ſhee queſtioned with him, concerning this vnhappy nights accident 
befalne him , whercin hefully reſolued her, and ſhee was the more Pcr- 
ſwaded, by reaſon of his ſeruants comming into the Towne before night, 
aſſuring bim,that he (ſhould be found for him early in the morniog, 

Supper being ſeruedin tothe Table, and hee ſeated according as the 
Lady commanded, ſhee began to obſerue him very conſiderately ; for 
| hewas a goodly man , compleate in all perfeQtions of perſon, a delicate 

pleaſing countenance, aquicke alluring eye,fixed and conſtant, not wan- 
conly gadding, in the jomall youthfulneſſe othis time,and rrueftremper 
for amorous apprehenſion; all theſe were as battering enfignes againſt a 
Bulwarke of no ſtrong reſiſtance , and wrought ſtrangely vpon her flexi- 
ble affections. And though hee fed heartily , as occaſion conſtrained, 
yet her thoughts had entertained a'new kinde of dict , digeſted onely by 
the eye; yet ſo cunning]y concealed, that no motiue to immodeſty could 
be diſcerned. Her mercy thus extended to him in miſcry, drew on (by 
Table diſcourſe) his birth, education, parents , friends, and alies; his 
wealthy poſſeſſions by Merchandize , aud a ſound ſtability in his eſtate, 
but abouc all (and beſt of all ) the ſingle and ſole condition of a batche- 
ler; an aptand ealic ſtecle to ſtrike fire, eſpecially vpon ſuch quicke ta- 
king tinder,, andin atime fauoured by Fortune. 

No imbarment remained, but remembrance of the Marqueſle , and 
that being ſummond to her more aduiſed conſideration , her youth and 
beauty ſtood vp as conſcious accuſers , for blemiſhing her honour and 
fairc repute, with lewd and luxurious life;farre vnfitfor a Lady of her de- 
gree, and well worthy of generall condemnation. What ſhould further 
ſay ? vpen a ſhort conference with her Chambermaide, zepentancefor 
{inne paſt, and ſolemne promiſe of a conſtant conuerſion, thus ſhee deli- 
ucred her minde to Rinaldo. 

Sir, as you haue related your fortunes to me, by this your caſuall hap- 
pening hither , if you can like the motion ſo well as ſhee that makes ir, 
my deccaſed Lord and husband living ſo perfeRly in your perſon; this 
houſe,and all mine,is yours; and ofa widow I will become your wite,ex- 
cept (vamanily) you denie me. Rinaldo hearing theſe words, and procce- 
dingfrom a Lady of ſuch abſolute perfetions, preſuming vpon ſo proud 
an offer, and condemning himſelfe of folly if he ſhould refuſe it, thus re- 
plied. Madam,conſidering that I ſtand bound for euer hereafter, ro con- 
eſſe thar you are the gracious preſeruer of my life , and Inoway ableto 
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returne requirall ; if you pleaſeſo to ſhadow mine inſufhciency , andto 
me and tny faireſt fortunes to doe you ſervice : ler me die before 

a thought of deniall; or any way to yeeld you the leaſt diſcontentment, 
Here wanted but a Prieſt to joyne their hands , as muruall affe&ion 
already had done their hearts, which being ſealed with infinite kiſſes; the 
Chamber-maide called vp Friar Koger her Conteſſor, and wedding and 
bedding were both effeed before the bright morning. In briefe, the 
Marqueſſe hauing heard of the marriage, did not miſlike it, but confir- 
med it by great and honourable gifts; and bany ſent for his diſhoneſk 
ſeruant , he diſpatched him (after ſound reprehenſton) to Ferrara, with 
T etters to Rinaldoes Father and friends, of all the accidents that had be- 
falne him. Moreouer, the very fame morning, the three theenes, that 
had robbed, and ſo ill entreated Rinaldo, for another fate by themn the 
ſame night committed; weretaken, and brought to the Towne of Cha- 


ſteau Gnillawme, where they were hanged for their offences , and Rinaldo 
with his wife rode to Ferrara. 


Three young Gentlemen, being brithren, and hauing ſpent all their Lands aud 
poſſeſſions ainely, became pooxe. 1 A-Nephew of theirs (falling almoſt into 
as deſperate a condition) became acquainted with an Abbot, whom he after 
ward found to be the King of Englands Daughter, awd made him her H uf. 
band in marriage,recompencing all gs Vncles loſſes, and ſeating them againe 
in good eftate. OSA 

The third Nouell. 


Wherein i declared the dangers of Prodigalitie, and the manifold mutabilities 
of Fortune. ; | 


*He fortunes of Rinaldo de Eſte, being heard by the Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen, they admired his happineſſe , and commended his deuotion 
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0 Saitt 7eljan, who ( in ſuch extreame neceflity ) ſent him © good ac- 


cour. Nor was the Lady to be blamed, for leaving baſe liberty, and con- 
nerting to the chaſte embraces of the marriage bed, the dignity of wo- 
Hens honour , and etcrniall diſgrace hung otherwiſe. While thus they 
deſcanted on the happy night betweene her and Riz4/do , Madam P amnpi- 
nea ſitting next to PhiloFtrativs, confidering, that her diſcourſe muſt fol- 
law tm order, andthinking on what ſhee was toſay ; the Queene had no 
ſooner fem out her command, bunt ſſhee being no leſſe faire then forward, 
beoanftre in this manner. | 

Ladics of oreat refpe&,the more we conferre on the accidents of For. 
rune,ſfo much the more remainethto conſider on her mutabiliries,where- 
in there is noneed at wonder,if difcreetly we obferue,thar all ſuch things 
as we fondly tearme to be our owne , are in her power, and fo ( confe- 
quently) change from one to anorher, without any ſtay or arreſt (accor- 
ding to her concealed inigement) or ſetled order (at leaſt) that can bee 
knowne to vs. Now, although theſe things appeare thus daily to vs, 


enen apparantly in all occaſions, and as hath beene diſcerned by fome of 


our precedent diſcouries; yet notwithftanding, ſecing it pleaſerh the 
Quacene, that otrr arguments ſhould ayme at theſe ends, I will adde to 
the former talcs another of my owne, perhaps not vnprofitable for the 
heaters, nor vopleafing in obſcruation. 

Sometime hcererofore , there dwelt in our Citie,a Knight named 
Sighior Thebaldo, who (according as ſome report) iſſued from the Fa- 
mily of Lamberti, but others deriue him of the Agolant, guiding (per- 
haps) cheir opinion heerein, morefrom the traine of children, belong- 
ing to the faide Thebaldo (cuermore equal to that of the Agolanti)then a- 
ny other matter elſe. Bur ſetting afide, from which oftheſe two houſes 
te came, I ſay, that in his time he was a very welthy Knighr, & had three 
yonnes ;the firſt being named Lambert, the ſecond Thebaldeo,Fr the third 
Az9lanto, all goodly and gracefull youths: howbeit, the eldeſt had nor 
comptzared eighteene yeares, when Signior Thebaldothe father deceea- 
ted, who left them ail his goods and inheritances:And they,ſfecing them 
iclues ich inread.e monies and reuennewes, without any other gouern- 
ment then their owne voluntary diſpoſition, keprno reſtraint vpon their 
expences, bur maintained many ſeruants, and ſtore of vnvalewable hor- 
ſes, belide Hawkes and Hounds, with open houſe for all commers ; and 
not o:.ely all delights elſe fit for Gentlemen,but what vanities beſide beſt 
agreed with their wanton and yourhfull appetites. 

Not long had they run on this race, but the treaſures lefte them by 
their Father, began greatly rodiminiſh ; andtheir reuennewes ſuffiſed 
not, to ſupport ſuch lautſh-expences as they had begun : but they fell to 
engaging and pawning their inheritances, felling one to' gay, and ano- 


ther to morrow, ſo that they ſaw chemſelues quickly cometo nothing, 


and then pouerty opened their eyes,which prodigalicy had before cloſed 
vp. Heereupon, Lamberto (on a day) calling his Brechren to him, ſhe- 
wed them whatthe honors of their Fatherhad beene, eo whar height his 
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wealth amounted, and now to what an ebbe of pouetty it was falne,one- 
ly thorow their inordinatc expences. VVhereforc hee counſelled them, 
(as beſt he could) before further miſery inſulted oucr them ; to makeſale 
of the ſmall remainder that was left, and then to berake themſclues vato 
ſome other abiding, where fairer Fortune might chance to (hine vppon 
them. 

This aduice prevailed with them z and ſo, without taking leaue of any 
body, or other ſolemnity then cloſeſt ſecrecy , they departed from Flo- 
rence,not tarrying in any place vntill they were arriucd in Enmgland.Com- 
ming tothe City of London, and taking there a ſmall houſc vpon year- 
ly rent, living ono little charge as poſhble might be, they began to lend 
out money at vſe : whercin Fortune was ſo fauourable to them , that (in 
few ycares) they bad gathered a great ſurame of mony : by means where- 
of it cameto paſle,that one while one of them, and afterward another, 
returned backe againeto Florence : where, with thoſe ſummes, a great 
part of their inheritances were redeemed, and many other bought be- 
{ide. Linking themſclues in marriage, and yer continuing their vſances 
in England ; they ſent a Nephew of theirs thicher, named Aleſſandro, a 
yong man, and of faire demeanor, to maintaine their ſtocke in employ- 
ment : while they three remained ſtill at Florence, and growing forgertul 

- of their former milery, fell againe into as vnreaſonable expences as cuer, 

neucrreſ| pecingþeir houſbold charges , becauſe they had good credite 

amongthe Merchants, and the moniesſtill ſent from Aleſſandro, ſuppor- 
ted their expences diuers yeares. 

The dealings of Aleſ/androin England grew very great, for hee lent 
out much money to many Gentlemen, Lords, and Barons ofthe Land, 
vpon engagement of their Manours, Caſtles, and other reuennues:from 
whence he deriucd immeaſurable benefite . While the three Brethren 
held on in cheir lawiſh expences, borrowing moneys when they wanted 
vntill their ſupplyes came from England, whereon (indeede) was their 
onely dependaace : it fortuned, that (contrary to the opinion of al men) 
warre happened betweene the King of v4 ,and one ofhis ſonnes, 
which occaſioned much trouble in the whole Countrey, by taking part 
on cither (ide, ſome with the Sonne,and other with the Father.ln regard 
whereof, thoſe Caſtles and places pawned to Aleſſandro, were ſodainely 
ſcized from hjm, nothing then remaining that returned him any profit. 
But liuing in hope day by day, that peace would be concluded berweene 
the Father and the Sonne, he neuer doubted, but all things then ſhould 
be reſtored to him, both the principall and intereſt,& therfore he would 
not depart out of the Country. 

The three Brethren at Florence, bounding within no limites their diſ- 
ordered ſpending ; borrowed daily more and more . And afterſome few 
yeares, the Creditors ſeeing no effec of their hopes to com from them, 
all credit being loſtwith them, and no repayment of promiſed dues; they 

were impriſoned, their landes and all they had, not ſuffiſing to pay the 
moity of debts, bur their bodies remained in priſon for the reſt, rheyr 
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Wiues and yong children being ſent thence, ſome to one village, ſome 
to another, ſo thatnothing row was to be expected, but ponerry & mi- 
ſery of life for cuer. 

As for honeſt Mleſ/andro, who had awaited long time for peace in Eng- 
land, perceyuing there was no likelyhood of it ; and c'nfidering alſo, 
that(beſide his tarrying there in vaine to recouer his dues)he was in dan- 
ger of his life ; without any further deferring, hee ſet away for /taly. [t 
came to paſſe, that as he iſſued foorth of Breges, hee ſaw a yong Abbor 
alſo ioutneying thence, being cloathed in white, accompanied with di- 
uers Monkes, and a great traine before, conduQting the needefull carri- 
age. Two ancient Knights, Kinſtmento the King, followed after, with 
whom Aleſ/andro acquainted himſelfe, as having formerly known ther, 
and was kindly accepred into their company. Aleſſandro riding along 
with them, courteouſly requeſted to know, what thoſe Monks were that 
rode before, and ſuch a traine attending on them ? Whereto one of the 
Knights thus anſwered. 

He that rideth before, is a yong Gentleman, and out Kinſman,who is 
newly cleQed Abbot of one of the beſt Abbeycs in England; & becauſe 
he is more yong in yeares, then the decrees for ſuch a dignity doe allow, 
wetrauaile with him to Rezve,to entreat our Holy Father, thathis youth 
may be diſpenſed withall, and he confirmed in the ſayd dignity ; but hee 
isnot to ſpeake a word to any perſon . On todethis new Abbot, ſome- 
times before histraine, and other whiles after, as we ſee great Lords vſe 
to do,when they ride vpen the High-wayes. 

It chanced on a day, that Aleſſandro rode ſomewhat neere to the Ab- 
bot, who ſtedfaſtly beholding him, percciued that he was averie comely 
young man, fo affable, louely, and gracious, thateuen inthis firſt en- 
counter, he hadde neuer ſcene any man before, thar better pleaſed him, 
Calling him alittle cloſer, he began to conferre familiarly with him, de- 
manding what he was, whence he came, and whether he travelled. Az/- 
ſandro imparted freely to him all his affaites, in euery thing ſatisfying his 
demands, and offering(although his power was ſmall) to doc him all the 
{eruice he could. | 

When the Abbot had heard his gentle anſwers, ſowiſcly & diſcreet- 
ly delivered, conſidering alſo (more particularly) his commendable ca- 
io ; he rooke him to be (atthe leaſt) a well-borne Gentleman , and far 
diftering from his owne logger-headed traine. Wherfore,taking com- 
po on his great misforruncs, he comforted him very kindly, wiſhing 

im to live alwayes in good hope. For, ifhee were vertuous and honeſt, 
he ſhould ſurely attaine to the ſeate from whence Fortune had throwne 
him, or rather much higher. Entreating him alſo, that ſeeing he 1tournt- 
ed towards Tuſcany, as he hinoſelfe did the like; ro continue ſti{ifhe plea- 
ſed) in his company. Aleſſandro moſt humbly thanked him for ſuch gra- 
cious comfort ; protefting,that he would be alwaics ready, todoe what- 
ſocuer he commanded, 


The Abbor riding on, with newer crochet in his en had 
| Ore 
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before the ſight of Aleſſandro ; it forruned, that afrer divers dayes of ra- 


uaile, they came to a ſmall countrey Village, which affoorded little tore 
of lodging, and yet the Abbot would needs lye there . Aleſſandro, be- 
ing well acquainted with the Hoſt of the houle, willed him, to prouide 
for the Abbot and his people, and then to lodge him where hee thought 
mceteſt, Now, beforethe Abbots comming thither, the Harbinger 
that marſhalled all ſuch matters , had prouided for his traine inthe Yil- 
lage, ſoinc in one place, and others elſewhere, in the beſt maner that the 
Towne could ycelde. Bur when the Abbot had ſupr, a great part ofthe 
night being ſpent, and euery oncelle at his reſt ; Aleſſandro demaunded 
of the Hoſt, what prouiſion he had made for him z and how hee ſhould 
be lodged that night ? 

In good ſadneſſe Sir (quoth the Hoſt) you ſce that my houſe is full of 
Gueſts, ſothat I and my people, muſt gladly (leepe on the tables & ben- 
ches: Neuertheleſle, next adioyning ro my Lord Abbors Chamber, 
there are certaine Corn-lofts,whether I can cluſely bring you, and ma- 
king ſhift there with a ſlender Paller-bed, it may ſerue for one night, in- 
ſited of a better, But mine Hoſt (quoth Az/aniro) how can I paſle tho- 
row my Lords Chamber, which 1s ſo little, as it wouid not allowe Lod- 

ing for any of bis Monkes ? If I had remembred ſo mueh(faid the Hoſt) 
ck the Curtaines were drawne, - I could haue lodgd his Monkesin 
thoſe Corn-lofts, and then both you and I might haue {lept where now 
they do. But feare you not, my Lords Curtaines are cloſe drawne, hee 
ſleeperh (no doubt) ſoundly , and Ican conucigh you thither quietly e- 
nough, without the leaſt diſturbance to him, and a Paller-bed ſhal be fir- 
ted there for you. Aleſanaroperceyuing, that all this might bee eaſilic 
done,and no dilcaſe offered to the Abbor, accepted it willingly, & went 
thither without any noyle at all. 

My Lord Abbot, whoſe thoughics were ſo buſied about amorovs 
deſires, that no ſleepe atall could enter his cyes; heard all this talke be- 
eweene the Hoſt and Aleſſandro, and alſo where hee was appointed to 
lodge, wherefore he ſayd to himſelte.Secing Fortune hath firred me with 
a propitious time, to compaſle the happines of my hearts deſire; I know - 
no reaſon why I ſhould refuſe it, Perhaps, I ſhall ncuer have the like of- 
fer againe, or cucr be enabled withſuch an opportunity. So, being ful- 
ly determined to proſecute his intention, and perſwading himſelte alſo, 
that the ſilence of night had beſtowed ſleepe on all the ref ; With a lowe 
and trembling voyce,he called Aleſſandro, aduiſing him ro come andlye 
downe by him, which (after ſome few faint excuſes) he did, and puttin 
oft his cloaths, lay downe bythe Abbor, being nct a little prowde of ſo 
gracious a fauour. 

The Abbor, laying his arme ouer the others body, began to imbrace 
and hugge him; euen as amorous friends (prouoked by carneſt affeQi- 
on) vic to do. VW hereat Aleſſandro very much maruayling, and being 
an /cal;an himſelfe, fearing leaſt this folly inthe Abbot, would conuert 
to foule and diſhoneſt ation, ſhrunk modeſily from him. Which mm 
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Abbot perceiuing,and doubting, leaft Ale//andro would depart and leaue 
tim,pleaſant!y {miling,and with baſhtull behaviour, baring his ſtomack, 
he rooke Ale//androes hand, and x. it thereon, (aide; Al-/andro,let all 
bad thoughts of beſtiall abuſe be farre off from thee, andfeclc hereto re- 
foluc thee from all ſuch teare. Ale//andro feeling the Abbots breſt, found 
there tWO pretty little mountainers, round, plumpe, and imooth, appea- 
ring as if they had bcene of polithed Iuory ; whereby he percciued, that 
the Abbot was a woman: which, ſerting an edge on his youthfull deſires, 
made him fall ro embracing, and immediately he offered to kifle her ; bur 
ſhee ſomewhat rudely repuiſing him, as halfe offended, faide. 

Aleſſandro, torbeare ſuch boldneſſe, vpon thy lives perill, and before 
thou further preſume to touch me,vnderſtand what 1 ſhall tell thee. I am 
(as thou perceiuecſt) no man, but a woman; and departing 2 Virgin from 
my Fathers Houſc;am trauclling rowards the Popes holineſle,ro the end 
that he ſhoulda beſtow me in mariage. Bur the other day, when firſt | be- 
held thee , whether jt proceeded from thy bappineſle in fortune , or the 
farall hovre of my owne infelicity for cuer,I know not; I conceived ſuch 
an eftcctuall kinde of hiking towards thee , as neuer did woman loue a 
man more truly, then I doe thee, having ſworne within my ſoule to make 
thee my Husband before any other and if thou wilt not accept mee as 
thy wite,ſct alocke vpon thy lippes concerning what thou haſt heard,and 
depart hence tothine owne bed againe. 

Nodoubt , but that theſe were ſirange newes to Aleſſandro, and ſee- 
med meerely as a miracle to him. VWhat ſhee was, he knew not, but in 
regard of her traine and company, hee reputed her to be both noble and 
rich, as allo ſhce was wonderfull faire and beautifull. His owne fortunes 
ſtood our of tature expectation by his kinfmens ouerthrow,and his great 

tofſes in En2lund; wheietore, vpon an opportunity ſo fairely offered, hee 
he!dit no wiſedome to returne refuſall, bur accepted her gracious moti- 
2n, and referred all to her d.ſpoſing. Shee ariſing out ot her bed, called 
hum to alittle Table ſtanding by, where hung a faire Crucifx vpon the 
wall; before which, and calling him to witneſle, that ſuftered ſuch bitter 
and cruel! rormenrs on his Croſſe, putting a Ring vpon his finger, there 
ihe taichtully eſpouled him,refuting all the World,to be onely his: which 
being on either {ide confirmed folemnely, by an holy vow,and chaſte kil- 
ſes 3 thee commanded him backe to his Chamber, and ſhee terurned ro 
her bed againe , ſufficiently ſatisfied with her Loues accepration, and fo 
:1hcy iournied on till they came to Rome. | 

When they had reſtec themſclues there for ſome few dayes, the ſup- 
noſed Abbor, with the two Knights,and none elſe in company bur Aleſ- 
/andro,went before the Pope,and hauing done him ſuch reucrence as be- 
Icemed, the Abbot began to ſpeake in this manner. 

Holy Father ( as you know much berter then any other) euery one 
that defircth to Hue well and vertuouſly, oughtto ſhunne ( lo farre as in 
tem lierh) all occaſions that may induce to the contrary. To the ende 
therefore, thatT' (who defire nothing more)then to live withinthe mw 
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aſle of a vertuous conucrſation , may perfect my 52m inthis behalte : 
I haue fled from my Fathers Court, and am come hither in this habite as 
you ſee, to craue therein your holy and fatherly furtherance. I am daugh- 
ter to the King of England, and haue ſufhciently furniſhed my ſelfe with 
ſome of his treaſures, that your holincſle may beſtow me in marriage; 
becauſe mine vnkind Father,neuer regarding my youth and beauty(infe- 
rior to few in my natiue Country)would marry me to the King of North- 
wales, an aged, impotent, and ſickly man, Yetlet me tell your ſanQiry, 
that his age and weakeneſſe hath not ſo much occaſioned my flight, as 
feare of mine owne youth and frailety ; when being married to him, in- 
ſtead of loyall and vnſlained life, lewd and diſhoneſt deſires might make 
me to wander, by breaking the diuine Lawes of wedlocke, and abuſing 
the royall blood of my Father. 

As [ trauailed hither with this vertuous intention , our Lord, who 
onely knoweth perfeAly, what is beſt fitting for all his creatures; preſen- 
ted mineeyes (no doubt in his meere mercy and goodneſle) witha man 
mecte to be my husband , which (pointing to Aleſſandro) is this young 
Gentleman ſtanding by me , whole honeſt, vertuous, and cinill demea- 
nour, deſcructh a Lady of farre greater worth , although (perhaps)no- 
bility in blood be denied him,and may make him ſeeme notſo excellent, 
as one deriued from Royal diſcent. Holy and religious vowes haue paſt 
betwcene vs both, and the Ring on his finger , isthe firme pledge of my 
faith and conſtancic; ncuer to accept any other man in marriage , but 
him onely, although my Father , or any elſe doe diſlike it. VVherefore 
(holy Father) the principall cauſe ofmy comming hither, being alkeady 
eftcfually concluded on, I defire to complear the reſt of my pilgrimage, 


by viſiting the ſanQified Few inthis City,whercofthere are great plen» 


ty: Andalſo, that ſacred marriage , being contracted in the preſence of 
God onely, betweene Aleſſandro and my leltc,may by you be publiquely 
confirmed , and in an open congregation. For, ſeeing God hath ſo ap- 
pointed it, and our foules haue ſo ſolemnely vowed it, that no diſaſter 
whaifocner can aiter it : you being Gods vicar here on earth, I hope will 
not gaine-ſay , bur a it with your fatherly benediftion, that wee 
may liuc in Gods feare, and dye in his fauour. 

Perſwade your ſelues (faire Ladies) that Aleſandre was in no meane 
admiration, when hee heard , that his wife was daughter tro the King of 
England; vnſpeakeable ioy (queſtionleſſe) wholly ouercame him : butthe 
two Knights were not a littic troubled and offended , at ſuch a ſtrange 
and vnexpected accident, yea, fo violent were their paſſions , that had 
they beencany where elle, then in the Popes preſence, Aleſſandro had 
telethcir fury , and (perhaps) the Princeſſe her ſelic too. On the other 
{1de, the Pope was much amazed, at the habite ſhe went diſguiſed in,and 
likewiſe at the cleQion ofher husband ; bur, percciuing there was no re. 
fiſtance to be made againſt ir, hee yeelded the more willingfy to ſatisfic 
her deſire. And therefore, hauing firſt comforted the two Knights, and 
made peace betweene them, the Princefle and Aleſſandro; he gaue ww 

or 
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for the reſt that was to be done. | 

When the appointed day for thefolemnity was come; hee cauſed the 
Princeſſe (cloathed in moſtrich and royall garments) to appcare before 
all che Cardinals , and many other great perſons then in preſence, who 
were cometo this worthy Feaſt , which hee had cauſed purpoſely to be 
prepared, where (heſcemed fo faire & goodly a Lady,that cuery cyc was 
highly delighted to behold her, commending her with no mean admira- 
tion. In like manner was Aleſſandro greatly honored by the two Knights, 
being moſt ſumptuous in appearance , and nor like a man that had lent 
money to v{ury, but rather © very royAllquality 5 the Pope himſelfe ce- 
tebrating the marriage berwcene them , which being finiſhed , with the 
moſt magnificent pompe that could bedeuiſed, hee gaue them his bene- 
diction,and licenced their departure thence. 

Aleſſandro, his Princeſle and her traine thus leau ing Rome, they would 
. needcs viſite Florence, where thenewes of this accident was(long before) 
noyſed , and they receiued by rhe Citizens 1n royall manner. There did 
ſhee deliver the three brethren our of priſon , hauing firſt payed all their 
debts, and reſcated them againe (with their wiues) in their former inhe» 
ritances and poſſeſſions. Afterward, departing from Florence , and Ago- 
lanto, one of the Vancles trauailing with them to Pars ; they were there 
alſo moſt honourably oncccaloadby the King of France. From whence 
the two Knights went before for England, and preuailed fo ſuccesfully 
with the King; that hee recciued his daughter into grace and faugur, as 
alſo his Sonne in law her husband , to whom hee gaue the order of 
Knighthoode , and (for his greater dignitic ) created him Earle of 
Cornewall, 

And ſuch was the noble ſpirit of Alefandro, that he pacified the trou- 
bles berwcene the King and his ſonne, whereor: enſued great comfort to 
the Kingdome, winning the loue and fauour of allthe people ; and Ago- 
lanto (by the meancs of Aleſſandro) recouered all that was duc to him 
and his brethren in England, returning richly home to Florence, Counte 
Aleſſandro (bis kinſman) having firſt dubd him Knight. Long time hee 
led in peace and tranquility , with the faire Princeſle his wife, prouing 
to be ſo abſolutein wiſedome , and ſo famous a Souldier that (as ſome 
report) by aſſiſtance of his Father in law, hee conqueredthe Realme of 
Ireland, and was crowned King thereof. 


—— —— — 
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Landolpho Ruffolo, falling into ponerty , became 4 Pirate on the Seas, and 
bring taken by the Genewayes, hardly eſcaped drowning : Which yet (nexer- 
 theleſſe) he did, upon alitile Cheit or Coffer, full of very rich Tewels, being 
caried thereon to Coriu, where he was well entertained by a good woman ; 
And afterward, returned richly home to bus owne houſe. 
The fourth Nouell. 
thereby may be diſcerned , into how many dangers a man may fall, through « 
conetow deſire to enrich himſelfe. 


Adame Lauretts, ſitting next to Madame Pampinea, and ſecing how 

triumphantly ſhee had finiſhed her diſcourſe ; without attending 
any thing elſe, ſpake thus. Gracious Ladies, wee ſhall neuer behold (in 
mine opinion) a great ad of Fortune, then to ſee a man ſo ſuddainly ex- 
alted , cucn from the loweſt death of pouerty, to a Royall eſtate of, dig- 
nity ; as the diſcourſe of Madame Pawpinea hath made good, by the hap- 
py aduancement of Aleſſandro. And becauſe it appeareth neceſlary,thar 
whoſocuer diſcourſerh on the ſubic& propoſed, ſhould no way varie 
from the very ſame termes; I ſhall not ſhame to cell a ale, akl6mngh 
it containe farre greater miſhaps then the former , may ſort to as happy 
an ifſue, albeirnotſo noble and magnificent. In which reſpeQ, it may 
| anars 8, merit the lefſc attention; bur howſoeuer that fault ſhall be 

ound in you, I meaneto diſcharge mine owne duty. 


- Opinion hath made it famous for long time, that the Sea-coaſt of Rhe- 
g1umto Gateta, is the onely deleQable part of all /raly, wherein, ſomewhat 
necte to Salers, is a ſhore looking vpon the Sea, which the inhabitants 

EN chere 


T be ſecond Day of Decameron, 


there dwelling , doe callthe coaſt of May, toll of fmall Townes, Gar- 
dens, Springs and wealthy men , trading in as many kindes of Mcerchan- 
dizes, as any other people that I know. Among which Townes, there is 
one, nzmed Raxello, wherein (as yet to this day there are rich people) 
there was (not long lince) a very wealthy man, nained Landolpho 1 uff olo, 
who bcing not contented with his riches, but coueting to multiply them 
double and trebble, fc!l in danger, to looſe both himſclte and wealth to- 
gether. | ; 

This man (as other Merchants are wont to doe) after hee had conſi- 
dered on his affaires, bought him avery goodly Ship , lacing it with di- 
- uersſorts of Merchandizes, ail belonging to himiclle onely, and making 
his voyage to the lile of :yprz25. Where he found , ouer and beſidethe 
Merchandizes he had brought thither , many Sinps more there arriued, 
and all laden with the fclte {ame commoditic., in regard whereof, it was 
needefull for him, not onely to make a good Magt of h1s 200ds ; but allo 
was furthcr conttrained (if ce meantto vent his commodities) tolell 
thein away (a!moit) ior nothing , endangering his vetcr deliruction and 
oucrthrow. VV hercupon, grieving exccedingly at ſo great aloſle , nor 
knowing what to doc, and ſeeing, that from very aboundant wealth, hee 
was likely to fall into as low poverty : hee reſolucd to dyc, or to recom- 
pence his loſſes vpun others, becauſe he would not returne home poore, 
| hauing departed thence fo rich. 

Meeting witha Merchant , that bought his great Ship of him ; with 
the money made thereof, and alfo of his other Merchandizes , hee pur- 
chaſed another, being a lighter veſlell, apt and proper for the vſe of a Pi- 
rate, arming and furmithing it in ample manner, for roving and robbivg 
vpon the Seas. Thus hee began to make other mens goods his owne, 
eſpecially from the Turkes he tooke much wealth, Fortune being alwaycs 
chercin ſo fauourable to him , thathee could never compaſle the like by 
trading. So that, within the ſpace of one yeare, hee had robd and taken 
ſo many Gallies from the 'Turke ; that he found himſeltc wellrecoucred, 
not onely of all his lofſes by Merchandize , bur likewiſe his wealth was 
wholly redoubled. Finding his loſſes to be very liberally required, and 
having now ſufficient, it were folly to hazard aſecond fall ; wherefore, 
conferring with his owne thoughts, and finding that he had enough,ard 
needed not to couct after more: he fully concluded,noiw to returne home 
to 11i50wne houſe againe,and line vpon his goods thus gotten, 

Continuing hill in feare, ofthe lofles he had ſuſtained by traffique,8 
mindiag,neucr more to imploy his mony that way, but to keep this light 
veilel,wwhich had holpen him to all his wealth: he commanded his men to 
put forth their Oares,and ſhape their courſe for his owne dwelling.Being 
atoltinthe higher Seas, darke night ouer-taking them , and a mighty 
winde ſuddainly comming vpon them : it not onely was contrary to 
their courſe , but held on with fuch impetuous violence ; that the ſmall 
veilci], being vnable to endure it, made to land-ward ſpeedily, andin ex- 
pectarion of a more friendly wind, entiedalitle port of the Sca,dircting 
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vpinto a {mall I{land, and there ſafcly ſheltred it ſelte. Into the ſame port 
which Landolpho had thus taken for his refuge, entred ({oone after) two = 
great Carrackes of Genewayes, lately come trom Conitantinople . When 
the men in them had eſpied the ſmall Barke , and lockr vppe her paſſage 
from getting foorth ; vnderſtanding the Owners name, and that report 
had famed him to be very rich, they determined (as men ceuermore addi- 
Qed naturally, to couct after money and ſpoile) to make it their owne as 
a prizc at SC. | 

Landing ſome ſtore of their men, well armed with Croſſe-bowes and 
other weapons, they togke poſſeſſion of ſuch a place, where none durſt 
iflue forth of the ſmall Barke, but endangered his life with their Darts & 
Arrowes. Entering aboord the Barke, and making it their owne by full 
polleſſion, all the men they threw ouer-boord, withour ſparing any bur 
Landolphohimſelfe, whom they mounted into one of the Carrackes, lea- 
uing lym nothing but apoore ſhirt of Maile on his backe, and having 
rifled the Bartke of all her riches, ſunke it into the bottome of rhe ſea.The 
day following, the rough windes being calmed, the Carrackes ſet ſaile a- 
gaine, having a proſperous paſſage all the day long ; but vppon the en- 
trance of darke night, the windes blew more tempeſtuoully then before, 
and {weld the Sea in ſuch rude ſtormes, that the rwo Carracks were ſun- 
dered cach from other, and by violence ofthe tempeſt it cameto pale, 
chat the Carracke wherein lay poore miſcrable Landolpho (beneath the 
I{le of Cephalonia) ran againſt a rocke, and euen as aglaſle againſta wall, 
{o ſplit the Carracke in peeces, the goods and merchandizes floating on 
the Sea, Cheſts, Coffers, Beds, and ſuch like other things, as ke 09, By 
neth in ſuch lamentablz accidents. 

Now, notwithſtanding the nights obſcurity, and impetuous violence 
of the billowes ; ſuch as could \wimme, made ſhift toſaue their liues by 
{wimming. Others caught hold onluch things , as by Fortunes fauour 
floarced neereſt to then, among whom, diſtreſſed Landolpho, defirous to 
{auc his life, if poſſibly it ons 2 be, eſpicd a Cheſt or Coffer before him, 
ordained (no doubt)to be the meanes of his ſatery from drowning. Now 
although the day betorehe had wiſhed for death infinite times, rather 
then to returne home in ſuch wretched pouerty ; yet, ſeeing how other 
men ſtrouc for ſafery of their liues by any helpe,were it neuer ſo little, he 
rooke aduantage of this fauor offred him,and the rather in a neceſſitie ſo 
vrgent. Keeping faſt vpon the Coffer ſo well as he could, and being dri- 
ucn by the winds & waucs,one while this way,and anon quite contrarie, 
he made ſhift for himſelte till day appeared ; when looking eucry way a- 
bout him,ſecing nothing bur clouds, the ſeas and the Coffer, which one 
while ſhrunke from vnder him, and another while ſupported him,accor- 
ding as the windes and billowes carried it: all that day and night thus he 
floated vp and downe, drinking more then willingly hee would, but al- 
moſt hunger-ſtarued thorow want of foode, The next morning, either 
by the appointment of heauen, or power of the Windes, Landolpho 
who was (well-ncere) become a Spundge, holding his armes ſirongly 


about 


— » = - _ 
—  — _ _ 


- 
= _ - 
- -_ TCO ee ett. oe nn en ns A — - 
—— - © — - —_—  - _ 
—— _ 


*K.5 5 
ay ——_ — mo 
————_—_— 


The ſecond Day of Decameron, 
Fang 2 Cheſi, as wee haue ſome doe, who (dreading —_— take 
hold on any the very fmalleſthelpe ; drew neere vnto the ſhore of the [- 
land Corf#, where (by good fortune) a poore woman was ſcowring di. 
ſhes with the ſalt water and ſand,to make them(houſe-wife like)neate and 
cleanc. 

When ſhee ſaw the Cheſt drawing neere her, and not diſcerning the 
ſhape of any man, ſhee grew fearctull, and retyring from it, cried out a- 
loude. He had no power of ſpeaking to her, neither did his ſight doc 
him the ſmalleſt ſeruice; but euen as the waues and windes pleaſed, the 
Cheſt was driven ſtill neerer to the Land,and then the woman perceived 
that it had the forme of a Cofcr,and looking more aduiſedly,beheid rwo 
armes extended ouer it,and afterward,ſhee eſpicd the face of a man, not 
being able ro judge, whether he were aliue, or no. Moued by charitable 
and womanly compaſſion, ſhee ſtept in among the billowes, and getting 
faſt holde on the haire of his head, drew both the Cheſt and him to the 
Land, and calling forth her Daughter to helpe her, with much adoc ſhee 
vnfolded his armes from the Cheſt, ſerting ic vp on her Daughters head, 
and then betweene them, Landolpho was led into the Towne, and there 
conucyed into a warme Stoue,where quickly he recouered(by her pains) 
his ſtrength benummed with extreame cold. 

Good wines and comfortable broathes ſhee cheriſhed him withall, 
that his ſences being indifferently reſtored, hee knew the place where he 
was; butnot in what manner he was brought thither, till the good wo- 
man ſhewed him the Cofer that had kept him floating vpon the waues, 
and (next vnder God) had ſaued his life. The Cheſt ſeemed of ſuch flen- 
der weight,that nothing of any value could be expeQed in ir,cither to re- 
compence the womans great paines and kindnefſc beſtowne on him, or 
any marter of his owne benefit. Neuerthelefſe,the woman being ablent, 
he opened the Cheſt, and found innumerable precious ſtones therein, 
ſome coſtly and curiouſly ſer in gold, and others not fixed in any mcteall. 
Having knowledge of their great worth and value (being a Merchant, 
and skild in ſuch matters) he became much comforted, prayſing God for 
ro good ſucceſle, and ſuch an admirable meanes of deliverance from 

anger. 

Then conſidering with himſelfe, that (in a ſhort time) hee had beene 
twice well buffered and beaten by Fortune, and fearing, leaſt a third mil- 
hap might follow in like manner; hee conſulred with his thoughts, how 
hc might ſafeſt order the buſineſſe,and bring ſo rich a booty (withour pe- 
rill) ro his owne home. Wherefore, wrapping vp the Iewels in very vn- 
ſightly cloutes, that no ſuſpition at all ſhould be conceiued ofthem, hee 
laide ro the good woman , that the Cheſt would not doc him any further 
{cruice ; bur if ſhee pleaſed to lende him a ſmall ſacke or bagge, ſhee 
might keepe the Cofer , for in her houſe it would diuers way ftcad her. 
The woman gladly did as he deſired, and Landolpho returning her infinite 
thankes, for the louingkindnefſe ſhee had affoorded him , throwing the 
ſacke on hisnecke, paſſed by a Barke to Brundyfiam, and from thence to 
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Tranium,where Merchants in the City beſtowed good garments on him, 
hee acquainting them with his difaſterous fortunes, bur nor a word con- 
cerning his laſt good ſucceſle. 

Being come homcin ſafety to Rawelo, hee fell on his knees, and than. 
ked God for all his mercies towards him. Thenopecning the ſacke, and 
viewing the Iewcls at moreleyſure then formerly he had done, he found 
them to be of ſo great eſtimation , that ſclling them bur at ordinary and 
reaſonable rates, he was three times richer, then when hee departed firſk 
from his houſe. And having vented them all, he ſent a great ſum ofmo- 
ney to the good woman at Corf#, that had reſcued him out of the Sea, 
and ſaucd his life in a danger ſo dreadfull: The like hee did to Tranium, 
to the Merchants that had newly cloathed him; liuing richly vpon the 


remainder, and never aducnturing more to the Sea, but ended his dayes 
in wealth and honour. 


Andreade Piero, trauelling fromPerouſe to Naples to buy Horſes, was(in 
the ſpace of one night ) ſurpriſed by three admirable accidents,out of alU[which 
hee fortunately eſcaped, and, with a rich Ring, returned home to his owne 
houſe. 

E The fift Nouell. 

Comprehending, how needfull a thing it is,for a man that trauelleth m affaires 
of the World, tobe prouident and well adniſed, and carefully to keepe him- 

ſelfe from the crafty and deceitfull allurements of Str umpets. 


He precious Stones and [ewels found by Landolpho , maketh mecto 
Y ſa (ſaid Madam Fiammetta, who was next to deliuer her diſ- 


courſe) a Tale, containing no leſſe perils, then that reported by Madam 
Lanreita : 


T he ſecond Day of Decameron. 

7.4a4rezta : but ſomewhat different from it, becauſe the one happened in £5 
{undry yecres, and this other had no longer time, then the compaſle of 
one poore night, as inſtantly I will relate ynto you. 

As I haue hcard reported by many, there ſometime lined in Peronſe or 
Perugia, a young man, named Andrea de Piero, whoſe profeſſion was to 
crade about Horſes, in the nature of a Horſe-courſer, or Horſe-maſter, 
who hearing of a good Faire or Market (for his purpoſe) at Naptes, did 
put fiue hundred Crownes of gold in his purſe, and journeyedthither in 
the company of other Horſe-courſers, arriving there on a Sunday in the 
eucning. According to inſtructions giuen him by his Hoſt, he went the 
next day into the Horſe-ma: ket, where heſaw very many Horſes that he 
liked, cheapening their prices as he went vp and downe, bur could fall to 
no agreement; yet to manifeſt that he came purpoſely to buy, and not as 
a cheapener onely,oftentimes (like a ſhalow.brainde trader in the world) 
he ſhewed his purſe of gold before all paſſengers, neuer reſpeQing who, 
or what they were that obſerued his follie. 

It came to paſle, that a young Sician wench (very beautifull, bur at 
commaund of whoſocuer would, and for ſmall hire) paſſing then by, and 
(without his perceiuing) ſeeing ſuch Kore of gold in his putſe ; preſently 
ſhe ſaid to her ſelfe : why ſhould nor all thoſe crownes be mine , when 
the foole that owes them,can keepe them no cloſer? And ſo ſhe went on. 
With this young wanton there was (at the ſame time) an olde woman 
(as common)y ſuch ſtuffe is alwayes ſo attended) ſeeming to be a Sici//i- 
an alſo ,- who fo ſoone as ſhee ſaw Andrea, knew him, and, leauing her 
yourhfull commodity, ranne to him , and embraced him very kindly. 
Which when the younger Laſfle perceiued , without proceeding any 
further, ſhe ſtayed,to ſee what would enſue thereon. Andrea conferring 
with the olde Bawde, and knowing her (but not for any ſuch creature) 
declared himſelte very affable to her ; ſhe makinghim promiſe, that ſhee 
would come and drinke with him at his lodging. So,breaking off furcher 
ſpeeches for that time, ſhee returned to her young Cammeraas ; and An- 
drea went about buying his horſes,ſtill cheapning good ſtore,bur did not 
buy any all that morning. 

The Punke that had taken notice of Adreaes purſe, vpon the olde wo- 
mans comming backe ro her (hauing formerly ſtudied, how ſhee mighr 
get all the gold, or the greater part thereof) cunningly queſtioned with 
her, what the rnan was, whence hee came, and the occaſion of his buſi. 
neſle there 2 wherein ſhe fully informed her particularly, and in as ample 
manner as himſelfe could have done : That ſhee had long time dwelt in 
Sicily with his Father, and afterward at Perow/e ; recounting alſo, at whar 
time ſhe came thence , and the cauſe which now had drawne him to Na- 
pies. The witty young houſewife, being thorowly inſtrued , concer- 
ning the Parents and kindred of Andre, their names , quality, and all 
other circumſtances thercto leading ; began to frame the foundation of 
her purpoſe thereupon, ſetting her reſolution downe conſtant]y ,that the 
purle and gold was (already) more then halfe her owne. 
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Being come home to her owne houſe , away ſhee ſent the olde Pan- 
dreſſe about other buſineſſe, which might hold her time long cnough of 
employment, and hinder her returning to Anarea according to promiſe, 
pur a rd rotruſt her in this ſerious picce of ſeruice. Calling a young 
2 Girle to her , whom ſhe had well rutoured in the like ambaſſages, 
when cuening drew on,(heſenther to Anareaslodging, where (by good 
fortune) ſhe found him fitting alone at the dore, and demanding of him, 
if he knew an honeſt Gentleman lodging there, whoſe name was Sipnior 
Andrea de Piero; he made her anſwere, x 26 himſelfe was the man. Then 
taking him aſide, ſhee ſaid. Sir, there is a worthy Gentlewoman of this 
Cirie, that would gladly ſpcake with you, it you pleaſed to vouchſafe her 
ſo much fauour. 

Anavea, hearing ſuch akinde of ſalutation, and from a Gentlewo- 
man, named of worth; began to grow proud in his owne imaginations, 
and to make no mean eſtimation of himſelfe : As (vndoubredly) that he 
was an hanſome proper man, and of ſuchcariage and perfeQions,as had 
attracted the amorous cyc of this Gentleworman, and induced her to like 
and loue him beyond all other , Naples not contayning a wan of better 
merit. VWhercupon he anſwered the Mayde, that he was ready to attend 
her Miſtreſſe,deliring to know,whenit ſhould be,and where the Gentle» 
woman would ſpeake with him ? So ſoone as you pleaſe Sir, replied the 
Damoſcll, for ſhe taricth your comming in her owne houſe. | 

Inſtantly A*drea (withour leauing any dircRion of his departure in his 
lodging, or when he intended to returne againe) ſaid to the Gitle : Goe - 
before, and I will follow. This lictle Chamber-commoduy, conducted 
him to her Miſtreſſes dwelling, which was in a fireete named Nawpertus, 
atitle manifeſting ſufficiently che ſtreeres honeſty : buthee, havingno 
ſuch knowledge thereof, neicher ſuſpeRing any harme at all, butthathe 
went to a molt honeſt houſe, and to a Gentlewoman of good reſpect; 
centred boldly , the Mayde going in betore , and guiding him vp a faire 
payre of ſtayres, which he hauing more then halte aſcended,the cunning 
young Queane gaue a call to her Miſtreſle, ſaying ; Sigmior Anarea is 
come already, whereupon,ſhe appeared at the ſtayres-head,as if ſhe had 
ſtaycdthere purpoſely ro entertaine him. She was young , very beauti- 
full, comely of perſon, and rich in adornements, which Andrea well ob- 
ſeruing,& {ceing her deſcend two or three ſteps, with open armes to em- 
brace him, catching faſt hold abour his neck; he ſtood as a man confoun- 
ded with admiration,and ſhe contained a cunning kinde of filence,cuen 
as it ſhe were vaable to vtter one word, ſeeming hindered by extremity 
of ioy at his preſence, and to make him effeually admire her extraordi- 
nary kindnefſe, hauing tcarcs plenteouſly at commaund,intermixed with 
lighes and broken ſpeeches,ar laſt,thus ſhe ſpake. 

Stgmor Anarea, you are the moſt welcom friend to me in all the world; 
ſealing this ſaluration with infinite ſweer kiſſes and embraces : whereat 
in wonderfull amazement) hc being ſtrangely tranſported,replicd ; Ma- 
ame, you honour me beyond all compaſle of merit. T hen, taking = 
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by the hand , ſhee guided himthorow a goodly Hall, into her owne 
Chamber, which was delicately embalmed with Roſes,Orenge-flowres, 
2nd all other pleaſing {melles, and a coſtly bed in the middeſt, curtained 
round abour, very artificiall PiQures beautifying the walles, with man 
other embelliſhments, {uch as thoſe Countries are liberally tored with- 
all. He being meerely a nouice in theſe kinds of wanton carriages of the 
World, and free from any baſe or degenerate conceit; firmely perſwa- 
ded himſelfe, that (queſtionleſſe) ſhee was a Lady of no meane cſteeme, 
and he more then happy,to be thus reſpeed and honoured by her. They 
both being ſeated on a curious Cheſt at the Beds feete , teares cunningly 
trickling downe her checkes , and ſighes intermedled with inward fob- 
bings , breathed forth in ſad, but very ſeemely manner ; thus ſhee be- 
ganne. 

| am ſure Andrea, that you greatly maruell at me, io gracing you with 
this ſolemne and kinde entertainment, and why I ſhou'd ſo melt my ſelfe 
in ſighes and teares,at a man that hath no knowledge of me,or (perhaps) 
fildome or neuer heard any ſpeeches of me : but you ſhall inſtantly re- 
ceiue from mee matter to augment your greater maruell , mecting heere 
with your owne fiſter, beyond all hope or expeQation in either of-vs 
both. But ſecing that Heauen hath beene ſo gracious to me, to let mee 
ſee one of my brethren before I die (though gladly I would haue ſcene 
them all) which is ſome addition of comfort to me, and that which (hap- 
pily) thou haſt neuer heard before, in plaine and trueſt manner, I will re- 
ucale vnto thee. 

Piero, my Father and thine, dwelt long time (as thou canſt not chuſe 
but to haue vnderſtood) in Palermo, where, through the bounty, and o- 
ther gracious good parts remaining in him, he was much renowned; and 
(to this day) is no doubt remembred , by many of his louing friends and 
we!l-willers. Among them that moſt intimately afteed Prero, my mo- 
ther (who was a Gentlewoman, and at that time a widow) did deareſt of 
all oter loue him ; fo that forgetting the feare of her Father, brethren, 
yea, and her owne hhonour, they becameſo privately acquainted, that I 
was begotten, and am here now ſuch as thou ſeeſt me. Afterward, oc- 
calions ſo befailing our Father, to abandon Palermo, and returneto Pe- 
rouſe,heleft wy mother and me his little daughter,neuer after(for ought 
that I couid learne) once rememdbring either her or me: ſo that(if he had 
not becne my Father) I could haue much condemned him, in regard of 
his ingratitude to my Mother,and love which hee oughtto haue ſhewne 
me as his childe, being borne of no Chamber-maide, neither of a City 
ſinner; albeit I muſt needes ſay, that ſhee was blame-worthy,withour any 
further knowledge of him(moued onely thereto by moſt loyal affe&ion) 
to commit both her {elfe,and all the wealth ſhee had, into his hands: but 


things ill done, and ſo longtime ſince, are more eaſily controled, then 
amended. 


Being left ſo young at Palermo, and growing (well neere)to the ſtature 
a5 now youlce me; my mother, being wealthy; gaue mee in marriageto 
one. 
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one of the Gergemes Family, a Gentleman, and of great reuenewes, who 
in his loue to me and my mother, weat and dwelt at Palermo: where fal- 
ling into the Guelphes faction , and making one in the enterprize with 
Charles our King ;z it came to paſle , that they were diſcouered to Frede- 
ricke King of Arragon, before their intent could be pur in execution, 
whereupon , we were enforced to flic from Sake, euen when my hope 
ſtood fairely to haue beenethe greateſt Lady in all the and. Packing 
vp then ſuch few things as wee could take with vs , few I may well call 
them,in regard of our wealthy poſſeſſions, both in Pallaces, Houſes,and 
Lands, all which we were conſtrained to forgoe : we made our recourſe 
tro this City , where wee found King Charles ſo benigne and gracious to 
vs, that recompencing the greater part of our loſſes, he beſtowed Lands 
and Houſes on vs here, beſide a continuall large penſion to my husband 
your brother in Law,as hereafter himſelte ſhall better acquaint you with- 
all. Thus came I hither, and thus remainc here, where I atn able to wel- 
come my brother Andrea, thankes more to Fortune, then any friendli- 
neſle in him: with which words ſhe embraced and kiſſed him many times, 
ſigbing and weeping as ſheedid betore, 

Fas 4 hearing this fable ſo artificially deliuered , compoſed from 
point to point, with ſuch likely proteſtations , withour faltring or failing 
1n any one words vtteranec; and remembring perfeRly for truth, that his 
Father had formerly dwelt at Palermo; knowing alſo (by ſome ſenſible 
feeling in himſelte) the cuſtome of young people, who are cafily con- 
quered by aft<Con in their youthfull heate;ſecing beſide the teares,trem- 
bling ſpeeches, and earneſt embracings of this cunning commodity : he 
tooke all ro be faithfully erue by her thus ſpoken , and vpon her ſilence, 
thus he replied. Lady, letit not ſeeme ſtrange to you, that your words 
haucrailcd maruell in me, becauſe (indeede) I had no knowledge of you, 
cucn no morethen as if I had neuer ſcene you, neuer alfo hauing heard 
my Father to {pcake cither of you or your Mother (tor ſome con{1derati- 
ons beſt knowne to himſelte) orifatany time he vſed ſuch language, ei- 
ther my yourh then, or defeQtiue memory ſince, hath vtrerly loſt ir. Bur 
truly, it isno little joy and comfort tone, to finde a (iſter here, where I 
had no ſuch lope or expeRation , and where alſo my ſelfe am a meere 
ſtranger, For to ſpeake my mind freely of you, and the perfeRions grace- 
fully appearing in you, I know not any man,of how great repute or qua- 
lity ſocuer, but you may well beſeeme his acceptance, much rather then 
mine, that am but a meane Merchant. But faire ſiſter, I deſire to be re- 
ſolved in one thing, to wit, by what mceancs you had vnderſtanding of my 
being in this City? whereto readily ſhee returned him this anſwer. 

Brother, a poore woman of this City, whom 1 employ ſowerimes in 
houſhold occaſions, came to me this morning, and (having ſeene you) 
tolde me, that ſhee dwelt along while with our Father, both at Palermo, 
and Perouſe. And becauſe I held it much better beſceming my condition, 
to have you viſit me in mine owne dwelling , then I to come ſee you at 
acommon Inne; I madethe bolder to ſend for you hither. Aﬀer which 
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words, in very orderly manner, ſhee enquired of his chiefeſt kin PAY or hae 


friends, calling them readily by their properinames, according to her for- 
mer inftruQions. Whereto Anarea ſtill made her anſwer , confirming 
thereby his beliefe of her the moreſtrongly , and crediting whatſocucr 
ſhee faide, farre better then before. 

Their conference hauing longtime continued, and the heate of the 
day being ſomewhat exrraordinary, ſhee called for Greeke wine,and ban- 
querting ſiuffe drinking to Andrea; and he pledging her very contented. 
ly. After which, he would haue returned to his lodging,becauſe it drew 
neere ſupper time; which by no meanes ſhee would permit, but ſceming 
more then halfe diſpleaſed,ſheeſaide. Now I plainely perceiue brother, 
how little account you make of me, conſidering, you are with your owne 
Siſter, who (you ſay) you neuer ſaw before, and in her owne Houſe,whe- 
ther you ſhould alwayes reſort when you come to this City; and would 
you now refuſc her, to gae and ſup at a common Inne. B:lecue me bro- 
ther, you ſhall ſup with me,for although my Husband is now from home, 
tro my no little diſcontentment: yet you ſhall find brother, that his wife 
can bid you welcome, and make you good cheere beſide. 

Now was Andreaſo confounded with this extremity of courteſie,thar 
he knew not whart to ſay, bur onely thus replied. I louc you as a Siſter 
ought to be loued, and accept of your exceeding kindnefle : bur if I re- 
rurne not to tny lodging , I ſhall wrong mine Hoſt and his gueſts roo 
much, becauſe rhey will not ſup vntill Icome. For that ( quoth ſhee) 
wehaue a preſent remedy, one of my ſeruants ſhal goe and giue warning, 
whereby they (hall not carry your comming. Albeit, you might doe me a 
great kindneſſe,to ſend for your friends to ſup with vs here, where 1 aflure 
yethey ſhall finde that your Siſter (for your ſake) will bid them welcome, 
and after ſupper, you may all walke together ro your Inne. Andrea an- 
ſwered, that he had no ſuch friends there, as ſhould be ſo burthenous to 
her : but ſeeing ſhee vrged him ſo farre,he would ſtay to ſup with her,and 
reterred himſelfe ſolely to her diſpoſition. 

Ceremonious ſhew was made, of ſending a feruant to the [nne, for 
notexpeQing Andreas preſence at Supper , though no ſuch matter was 
performed; bur, after diuers other diſcourſings,the table being couered, 
and variety of coſtly viands placed thereon, downe they fate to feeding, 
with plenty of curious Vines liberally walking about , ſothar it was 
darke night before they aroſe from the table. pry en then offring to take 
bis leaue, ſhe would (by no meanes) ſuffer it, but tolde him that Naples 
was a Citie of ſuch ſiri& Lawes and Ordinances, as admitted no night- 
walkers, although they were Natiues, much leſſe ſtrangers,but puniſhed 
themw ith-greac ſeuerity. Andtherefore,as ſhe had formerly ſent word 
to his Inne, that they ſhould not expe his comming to ſupper, the like 
had ſhedone concerning his bed, intending to giue her Brother Andrea 
onenights lodging, which as eaſily ſhe could affoord him, as ſhe hadde 
done a Supper. All which this new-caught Woodcocke verily credi- 
ting, and that he was in company of his owne Siſter Fiordel;za(tor ſo did 
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ſhe cunningly ſtile her ſelfe, and in which beleefe hee was meerely delu- 
ded) he acceptedthe more gladly her gentle offer,and concluded to ſtay 
there all rhat night. : 

After ſupper, their conference laſted very long, purpoſely dilated our 
in length, that a great part of the night might therein be waſied when, 
leauing Andres to his Chamber, and a Lad to attend, that he ſhold lake 
nothing ; ſhe with her women went to their lodgings, and thus our bro- 
ther and ſuppoſed Siſter were parted. The ſcaſonthen being ſomewhat 
hot and ſoultry, Andrea put off his hoſe and doublet, and beeing in his 
ſhirt alone, layed them vndernearh the beds boulſter, as ſeeming,carefull 
of his money. But finding aprouocation to the houſe of Office, he de- 
manded of the Lad, where hee might find it ; who ſhewed him a little 
doorcin a corner of the Chamber,appointing him ro enter there. Safely 
enough he went in, but chancedto tread vpon a board, which was faſte- 
ned at neither ende to the joynts whereon it lay, being a pit-fall made of 
purpoſe, to entrap any ſuch coxecombe, as would be trained to-ſo baſe a 
place of lodging, ſo that both he and the board ſell downe together ito 
the draught; yer ſuch being his good fortune, to receiue no harme jn the 
fall (alchough it was of extraordinary height) onely the filth of the place, 
(ir being ouer full) had fowly myred him. 

Now for your better vnderſtandingthequality ofthe place, and what 
enſucd thereupon,it isnor vnneceſlary to deſcribe it,according io acom- 
mon vſc obſerued in thoſe parts. There was a narrow paflape or entrie, 
as often we ſec reſerued betweene two houſes, for eithers benefit to ſuch 
ancedfullplace; and boards looſely lay vpou the ioynts, which ſuch as 
were acquainted withall, could eaſily auoide any perill, in pafſingto or 
fromthe ſtoole. But our ſo newly created brother, not dreaming to find 
aqueane to his Siſter, recciuing ſo foule a fall into the vaulte, and know- 
ing not how to helpe himſeltc, being ſorrowtull beyond meaſure; crycd 
out to the boy for light and aide,who intended nor to give him any. For 
the crafty wag, ( a mecte attendant for ſo honeſt a Miſtreſſe) no ſooner 
heard him to be fallen, but preſently heranne to enforme her thereof, and 
ſhee as ſpeedily returned tothe Chamber, where finding his cloathes 
vnder the beds head, ſhee needed no inſtruction for ſearch in his pockets, 
Bur hauing found the gold, which Andre indiſcreetely carried alwayes a- 
bout him, as thinking it could no where elſe be ſo ſafe : This was all ſhee 
aymed at,and for which ſhee had enſnared him, faigning her ſelfe tobe of 
Palermo, and Daughter to Piero of Perouſe,ſo that not regarding him any 
longer, but making faſt the houſe of Office doorc, there ſhee left him in 
that miſerable taking. 

Poore Anarea percciuing, that his calles could gee no anliwer from the 
Lad; cryed out louder, but all to no purpoſe : when ſecing into his owne 
ſimplicity, and vnderſtanding his error, though ſomewhat roo late, hee 
made ſuch meanes confſtrainedly, thache got ouer a wall, which ſeucred 
that foule ſinke from the YVorlds cyc;and being inthe open ſireere,went 
to the doore of the Houſe, which then he knew too well co his coſt, ag 
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king loude exclaimes with rapping and knocking , bur all as fruitleſſe as 
before. Sorrowing exceedingly, and manifeſtly beholding his misfor- 
tune; Alas (quoth he) how ſoone hauel loſt a Siſter , and flue hundred 
Crownes beſides ? with many other words, loude calles,and beatings v- 
on the doore without intermiſſion, the neighbours finding themſclues 
diſeaſed , and vnable to endure ſuch cealeleſſe vexation, roſe from their 
beds, and called to him, defiring him to be gone and letthem reſt. A 
maide alſo of the ſame Houſe, looking forth at the window, and ſeeming 
as newly raiſed from jleepe,called to him, ſaying; VV hat noyſe is that be- 
neath? Why Virgin (anſwered 4zdrea) know you not me? Iam Andrea 
4c Piero, Brother to your Miſtrefle Fiordehza. Thou art adrunken knaue, 
replied the Maide, more full ofdrinke then wit , goeſlcepe, goc {lcepe, 
and comme againe to morrow: for I know no Andrea de Piero, neither hath 
my Miſtreſſe any fuch Brother, get thee gone good man, and ſuffer vs to 
llcepe I pray thee. How now (quoth Anarea) doeſt thounot vnderſtand 
what I ſay? Thou knoweſtthar I ſup with thy Miſtreſſe this night; bur if 
our Sici{zan kindred be ſo ſoone forgor, I pray thee give me my cloathes 
which I left in my Chamber, and then very gladly will I ger mee gone. 
Hcreat the Maide Jaughing out aloude, aide; Surely the man is mad, or 
walketh the ſtreeres in a dreame; and fo claſping faſt the window, away 
ſhee went and left him. 

Now could Andrea aſſure himſelfe , thathis gold and cloathes were 
paſt recovery , which mouing him to the more umpatience , his former 
interceſſions became conuerted into fury, and what hee could not com- 
paſſe by faire entrears, he entended to winne by outrage and violence,ſo 
that taking vp a great ſtone in his hand , hee layed vponthe doore very 
powerfull ftrokes. The neighbours hearing this moleſtation kill, admit- 
ting them not the leaſt reſpite of reſt, reputing him for a troubleſome fel- 
low, and that he vſed thoſe countertet words , onely to diſturbe the Mi- 
{treſle of the Houſe, and all chat dwelled neere about her; looking againe 
out at their windowes , they altogether began to rate and reprouc him, 
evenlike ſo many bona Ones barking at a {trange dog paſſing tho- 
1owtheſireete. This is ſhamefull villany(quoth one)and not to be ſuf. 
tered, that honeſt women ſhould be thus moleſted in their houſes, with 
fooliſh idle words, and at ſuch an vnſcaſonablerime of the night. For 
Gods ſake (good man) be gone, andletvs flcepe; it thou haue any thing 
toſay tothe Gentlewoman of the Houſe, come to morrow in the day 
time, and no doubt but ſhee will make thee ſufficient anſwer. 

areabeing ſomewhat pacified with theſe ſpeeches , a ſhag-hairde 
ſwath-buckler,a grim-viſagde Rufhan(asſildome bawdy houſes are with- 
out ſuch ſwaggering Champions) not ſcene or heard by Anarea, all the 
while ofhis being in the houſe rapping out two or three terrible oathes, 
opened a caſement, and with a ſtearne dreadfull voyce, demaunded who 
durſt keepe thatnoyſe bencath ? Axarea fearefully looking vp, and (by a 
little glimmering of the Moone) ſecing ſuch a rough fellow, with ablacke 
beard, firowting like the quilles of a Porcupine, and patches on his wy. 
or 
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for hurts recciued in no honeſt quarels, yawning alſo and ſtretching, as 
angry to hauchis {lcepe diſturbed : trembling and quaking, anſwered; 1 
am the Gentlewomans brother ofthe houſe. The Rufhan interrupting 
him, and ſpeaking more fiercely then before ; ſealing his words with hor- 
rible oathes, ſaid. Sirra, Raſcall, Iknow not of whence or what thou 
art, but if I come downe to thee, I will ſo bombaſt thy prating cox- 
combe,as thou was neuer better bearen in all thy life, like a drunken ſlaue 
and beaſt as thou art , that all this night wilt nor ler vs {leepe ; and ſo hee 
claptto the window againe. 

The neighbours, well acquainted with this Rufhans rude conditions, 
ſpeaking in gentle manner to Andreas,ſaid. Shift for thy ſelfe (good man) 
intime, and tarrie not for his comming downe to thee ; except thou art 
wearie of thy life , be gout therefore , and ſay thou haſt a friendly war- 
ning. Theſe wordsdi _ Andrea,but much more the ſtearne oathes 
and vgly ſight of the Ruffian, incited alſo by the neighbours counſel], 
whom he imagined to aduiſe him in charitable manner : it cauſed him ro 
depart thence, taking the way homewardto his Inne , in no meane affli- 
Aion and torment of minde, for the monſtrous abuſe cffered him, and 
loſle ofthis money. Well he remembred the paſſages, whereby (the day 
before) the young Girle had guided him, bur the loathſome ſmell abour 
him, was ſo extreamcly offenſiue to himſelfe: thar, deſiring ro waſhhim 
at the Sca (ide, he ſtrayed too farre wide on the contrary hand, wandring 
vp the ſtreere called Ruga Gatellana. 

Proceeding on ſtill, cuen tothe higheſt part of the Cirie, hee eſpied a 
Lanthorne and light, as alſo a man carrying it, and another man with 
him in company , both of them comming towards him. Now, becauſe 
he inſpected them two of the watch, or ſome | re that would appre- 
hend him : he ſtept aſide ro ſhunne them, and cntred into an olde houſe 
hard by at hand. The other mens intention was to the very ſame place, 
and going in, without any knowledge of L9dreaes being there, one of 
them layd downe diuers inſtruments of yron , which he had brought thi- 
ther on his backe , and had much ralke with bis fellow concerning thoſe 
engines. Artlaſt one of them ſaid, Iſmell the moſt abhominable ſtinke, 
that cuer Itelt in all my life. Soy lifting vp his Lanthorne,he eſpicd poore 
pittifull Azares, cloſely couched behinde the wall. Which Gabe ſome- 
what affrighting him, he yet boldly demaunded, what and who hee was : 
whereto Andres aunſwered nothing , bur lay ſtill and held his peace. 
Neerer they drew towards him with their light, demaunding how hee 
came thither, and in that filthy manner. | 

Conſtraint hauing now no other cuaſion, but that (of neceſſity) all 
muſt out : hee related tothem the whole aduenture, in the ſame ſort as it 
had befalne him. They greatly pittying his misfortune,one of them ſaid 
to the other. Queſtionleſle, this villanie was done in the houſe of Scara- 
bone Buttafuoco ; And then turning to Anarea, procceded rhus. In oo 
faith poore man, albeit thou haſt loſt thy money, yer art thou highly be- 
holding to Fortune, for falling (though in a foule place)” yer in ſuccesfull 
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manner, and entring no more backe into the houſe. For, belecue mee 
fiend, if thou hadſtnor falne , out quietly gone to fleepe jn the houſe ; 
that ſleepe ha beene thy laſt in this world , and with thy money , thou 
had{t loſt thy life likewiſe. But tearcs and lamentations are now help- 
Jeſſe, becaule, as eaſily mayelt thou plucke the Starres from the firma- 
ment, as get a gaine the leal} doyr of thy lofſe. And for thar (hag-haird 
Slauc in the houſe, he will be thy deaths-man, if he but vnderſtand, that 
thou makeſt any enquiry after thy money. Vhen he had thus admoni. 
ſhed him, hc began alſo in this manner to comfort him. Honeſt fellow, 
we cannot but putty thy preſent condition,wherfore,if thou wile friendly 
aſſociate vs , ina bulineſſe which wee are inſtantly going to effet : thy 
loſſe hath not beene ſo great , but on our words wee will warrant thee, 
chat thine immediate gaine ſhall farre exceede it, What will not a man 
(in deſperate extremity) both well like and allow of, eſpecially, when ir 
carrieth apparance of preſent comfort ? So fared it with Andrea, hee pcr- 
ſwaded himſelte, worſe then had already happened,could not befall him; 
and therefore he would gladly aduenture with them. 

The ſelfe ſame day preceding this diſaſtrous night to Andrea, in the 
chicke Church of the Citic , had beene buriedthe Archbiſhop of Vaples, 
named S72ntor Prilippo Minutulo, inhis richeſt pontificall roabes and or- 
naments, and a Ruby on his finger,valued to be worth fiue handred duc- 
kers of gold :' this dead body they purpoſed to rob and rifle, acquainting 
| Andrea with their whole intent , whoſe neceſſity (coupled with a couc- 
rous deſire) made him more forward then well aduiſed, to ioync with 
them in this ſacriligious enterpriſe. On they went towards the great 
Church , Andrezes vaſauourie perfume much diſpleaſing them , where- 
vpon the one ſaid to his fellow. Can we deuiſe no eaſe for this foule and 
noyſome inconuenience? the very ſmell of him will be a meanes to be- 
tray vs. There is a Well-pit hard by , anſwered the other , with a pulley 
and bucket deſcending downe into it, andthere we may waſh him from 
this filthineſſe. To rhe VWell-pic they came, where they found the rope 
and pulley hanging ready , butthe bucket (for ſafety) was taken away : 
whereon they concluded , to faſten therope about him , and folet him 
downe into the VWell-pit, and when he had waſhed himſelfe, hee ſhould 
wagpe the rope, and then they would draw him vp againe , which accor. 
dingly they forth-with performed. 

Now it came to paſſe, that while hee was thus waſhinghimſeife in the 
Well-pit, the watch of the Citic walking the round , and findingitto be 
a very hote and ſwcltring night ; they grew dry and thirſty, and therefore 
wentto the Vell ro drinke. The other two men, perceiuing the Watch 
lo neere vpon them: left Andrea in the Pit to ſhift for himſelfe , running 
away to ſhelter themſelues. Their flight was nor diſcouered by the 
Warch, butthey comming to the Well-pit , Andrea remained ſtill in 
the battome, and having cleanſed himſelfe ſo well as hee could , fate 
| wagging the cope, expecting when hee ſhould be haled vp. This dumbe 

ligne the Watch diſcerned not , but mg downe by the Wells ſide, 
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they layde downe their Billes and other weapons, tugging to draw Vp 
the rope, thinking the Bucket was faſtened thereto , and kull of water. 
Andrea being haled vp tothe Pits brim, left holding the rope any longer, 
catching faſt hold with his hands for his berter ſatery : and the Watch 
at the ſight heercof being greatly affrighted , as thinking that they had 
dragd vp a Spirit ; notdaring to ſpeake one word,ranne away with all the 
haſt they could make. 

Andrea hereat was not alittle amazed , ſo that if he had not takeny 
good hold on the brim : he might hauefalneto the bottome, and doubt- 
leſſe there his life had periſhed. Being come forth ofthe Well.and tread- 
ing on Billes and Halbards,which he well knew that his companions had 
not brought thither with them; his meruaile ſo much the more encrea- 
ſed, ignorance and feare ſtill ſeizing on him , with filent bemoaning his 
many misfortunes, away thence he wandrec|, but hee wiſt not whither. 
As he went on, he met his two fellowes, who purpoſely returned to dra 
him out ofthe Well, and ſeeing their intent already pertormed, Jefired 
troknow who had done it : wherein 4zdrea could not reſolue them, re- 
hearſing whathee could , and what weapons hee found lying abour the 
ell. Whercat they ſmiled , as knowirg, that the Watch had haled 
him vp, tor feare of whom they left him , and ſo declared ro him the rea- 
{on of their returnc. 

Leaving off all further talke, becauſe now it was about midnight,they 
wentto the great Church, where finding their entrance to be cafe: they 
approached neere the Tombe, which was very great, beingiall of Mar- 
ble, andthe couer-ſtone weighty , yet with crowes of yron and other 
helps, they raiſed it ſo high , that a man might without perill paſle into 
it. Now beganthey to queſtion one another , which of the three ſhould 
enter into the Tombe. Not I,ſaid the firſt ; fo ſaid the ſecond: No,nor I, 
anſwered 4n4rea.\Vhich when the other two heard, they caught faſt hold 
of him,ſaying, Wilt not thou goe to the Tombe? Be aduiſed what thou 
ſayeſt, for, it thou wiltnot goc in : we will ſo beat thee with one of theſe 
yron ciowes,that thou (halt neuer goe our of this Church aliue. 

Thus poore Andrea is ftill made a property, and Fortune (this farall 
night)wili haue no other foole bur he,as delighting in his hourly diſaſters. 
Feare of their fury makes him obedient,into the graue he goes,and being 
witnin,thus conſults with himſelic. Theſe cunning companions ſuppoſe 
me to be {tmple, & make me enterthe Tombe,hauing an abſolute inten- 
tion to decciue me.For,when I hauc giuen them allthe riches that I finde 
here,and am ready to come forth for mine equall portion:away will they 
runne fortheir owne ſafery, and leauing me here, not onely ſhall I looſe 
my right among them , bur muſt remaine to what danger may follow 
after. Hauing thus meditated,he rcſolued to make ſure of his owne ſhare 
firſt,and remembring the rich Ring, whereof they had tolde him : forth- 
with hee rooke it from the Archbiſhops finger , finding it indifferently 
fire for his owne. Afterward, hee tooke the Croſſe, Miter, rich gar- 
ments, Gloues and all , leauing him nothing bur his ſhire, giuing __ 


wherein he was not aiot deceiued,albeit his teare the more augmented. 
Having opened the Tombe, and ſupported the ſtone, they varicd alſo a- 
mong themſelues for entrance, and an indiffrent while contended abour 
it. Arlength, a Prieſt being one in the company, boldly ſaid. Why how 
now you whitc-liver'd Raſcals ? What are you affraid of? Do you thinke 
he will eate you ? Dead men cannot bite, and therefore I iy ſelte will go 
in. Hauing thus ſpoken, he prepared his entrance to the Tombe in ſuch 
order, that he thruſt in his feere before, forhis eaſter deſcending downe 
intoit, 

Anarea\uting vpright in the Tombe, and deſiring to make vſe of this 
happy opportunity, caught the Prieſt faſt by one of his legges, making 
ſhew as if he meant to dragge him downe. Vhich when the Prieſt felt, 
he cryed out aloud, getting out with all the haſt he could make , and all 
his companions, being well-neere frighted out oftheir wits, ranne away 
amaine, as if they had bene followed by a thouſand divels!, Ararea lit- 
tledreaming onſuch fortunate ſucceſſe , made meanestorget out ofthe 
Si afterward forth ofthe Church,at the very ſame place where he 
entred. 

Now began day-light to appeare, when hee, hauing the rich Ring on 
his finger, wandred on heeknew not whether: till comming to the Sea- 
{1de, he found the way dircRingto his a all his company m"_ 
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with his Hoſt, who had bene very carctull for him . Having related bis 
manifold miſchances, his Hoſte friendly aduiſcd him with ſpeedeto ger 
him out of Naples. As inſtantly he did, returning home to Peronſe, ha- 
uing aduentured his fiue hundred Crownes on a Ring, where-with hee 
purpoſed to haue bought Horſes, accordingto the intent of his journey 


thither. 


ck 


Madame Beritola Caracalla, was found in an Iſland with two Goates, hauing 
lott her two Sonnes, and thence trauailed into Lunigiana : where one of her 
Sonnes became ſeruant to the Lord thereof, and was found ſomewhat ouer- 
familiar with bis Maiters daughter ,who therefore canſed him to bee impri- 
ſoned. Afterward, when the Country of Sicily rebelled againſt K.Charles, 
the aforeſaid Sonne chanced to be knowne by his Mother, and was married 
to his Maſters daughter. And his Brother being found likewiſe, they bot, 
returned to great eſtate and credit. 

| The f1xt Nouell, 
Heerein all men are admoniſhed, neuer to diſtruſt the powerfull hand of Hea- 


wen,when Fortune ſeemeth to be moſt adnerſe avaſt them. 


He Ladies and Gentlemen alſo, having ſmiled ſufficiently at the ſe- 

uerall accidents which did befall the poore Traveller Audyea, repor- 

ted at large by Madame Fiemerta, the Lady Emilia, ſeeing her tale to be 

tully concluded, began (by commandement of the Queene) to ſpeake in 
this manner. 

The diverſitic of changes and alterations in Fortune as they are great, 

ſo mult they needs be greeuous ; and as often as we take occaſion to talk 

of them, as oftcn do they awake and quicken our vnderſtandings, auou- 


ching 
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ching, that 1t 15 NO cake matter todepend vpon her flatteries. AndI am 
of opinion, that to hearethem recounted, ought not any way to offend 
vs, be it of men wretched or forwunate; becauſc, as they inſiruſt the one 
with good adviſe, ſo they animate the other with mor og And there- 
fore, although great occaſions haue beene already related, yet I purpoſe 
:0 tell a Tale,no leſle true then lamentable; which albeit it ſorted to a ſuc- 
ceſſefull ending, yet notwithſtanding, ſuch and ſo many were the bitter 
chwartings, as hardly can | beleeue, that euer any ſorrow was more -ioy- 
fully ſweetened. | | 

You muſt vnderſtand then (moſt gracious Ladics)that after the death 
of Frederickethe ſecond Emperour, one named Manfred, was crowned 
King of Srcilie, about whom liued in great account and autho rity, a Nea- 
politane Gentleman, called Henriet Capece, who had ro Wite a beautifull 
Gentlewoman, and a Neapolitane allo, named Madam Beritola C aracalla. 
This Hepriet held the gouernment ofthe Kingdome of Szcilie, and vnder- 
ſtanding, that King Charles the firſt, had wonne the bartle at Benenuenturn, 
and {laine King Mayfred; the whole Kingdome reuolting alſoto his de. 
uotion, andlittle truſt to be repoſed in the S7ci/ians, or he willing to ſub- 
ic& himſelfe ro his Lords enemy ; provided for his ſecret flight from 
thence. Bur this being diſcouered to the Sici/ians, he and many more, 
who had beene loyall ſeruants to King Manfred, were ſuddenly taken and 
impriſoned by King Charles, and the ſole poſſeflion of the Iland confir- 
medto him, | 

Madam Beritola not knowing (info ſudden and ſtrange an alteration 
of State affaires ) what was become of her Husband, fearing alſo greatly 
before , thoſe inconueniences which afterward followed ; being oucr- 
come with many paſſionate conſiderations , hauing left and forſaken all 
her goods, going aboard a ſmall Barke with a Sonne of hers, aged about 
ſome cight yeeres, named Geoffrey, and growne great with childe with a- 
nother; ſhee fled thence to Lipary, where ſhee was brought to bed of ano- 
ther Sonne, whom ſhee named (anſwerable both to his and her hard for- 
rune) Thepoore expelled. 

Hauing prouided her ſelfe of a Nurſe, they altogether went aboard a- 
gaine, ſcrting ſayle for Naples to viſither Parents; bur it chanced quite 
contrary to her expeQation, becauſe by ſtormie windes and wearther,the 
veſlcll being bound for Naples, was hurried to the Ile of Poyzo, where en- 
tring into a ſmall Port of the Seca, rhey concluded to make their aboade, 
till a time more furtherous ſhould fauour their voyage. 

Asthereſi,ſo did Madam Boritolagoe on ſhore inthe Iland, where ha- 
uing found a ſeparate and ſolitary place, fit for her ſilent and ſad medita- 
tions,lecretly by her ſelfe, ſhee ſorrowed for the abſence ofher husband. 
Reſorting daily to this her ſad exerciſe, and continuing there her com- 
plaints, vnſcene by any of the Marriners,or whoſocuer elſe: there arriued 
ſuddenly a Galley of Pyrates, who ſeazing on the ſmall Barke, carried it 
and all the re(t in it away with them. VVhen Berizola had finiſhed her wo- 
full complaints, as daily ſhee was accuſtomed to doe,ſhee returned backe 
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to her children againe ; but finding no perſon there remaining , whereat 
ſhe wondered not alittle : immediately (ſuſpeRing what had happened 
indcede) ſhe lent her lookes on the Sea, and ſaw the Galley,which as yer 
had not gone farre, drawing the ſmaller veſſell after her. Heereby plainly 
ſhe perceyued, that now ſhe had loſt her cbildren, as formerly ſhee had 
done her husband ; being left there poore, forſaken, and miſerable, nor 
knowing when, where, or how to finde any ofthem againe, and calling 
for her husband and children, ſhee fell downe in a fwound vppon the 
ſhore. 

Now was not any body neere,with coole water or any other remedy, 
to helpe the recouery of her loſt powers ; wherefore her ſpirites might 
the more freely wander at their own pleaſure : bur after they were retur- 
ned backe againe, and had won their wonred offices in her body, drow. 
nedin teares, and wringing her hands, (hee did nothing but call forher 
children and husband, ſtraying all about, in hope to finde them, ſeeking 
in Caucs, Dennes, and cuery where cl(c, that preſented the verie leaſt 
elimpſc of comfort. But when ſhe ſaw all her paines ſort to no purpoſe, 
and darke night drawing ſwiftly on, hope and diſmay raifing infinit per- 
curbations, made her yet to be ſomewhat reſpeQiue of her ſelfe,& there- 
fore departing from the ſea-ſhore,he rerurnedto the ſolitary place,where 
ſhe vſedto ſigh and mourne alone by her ſelte. | 

The night bcing ouer-paſt with infinite feares and affrights , & bright 
day ſaluting the world againe, with the expence of nine hours and more, 
ſhe fell ro her former fruitleſſe crauailes. Being ſomewhat ſharply bitten 
with hunger , becauſe the former day and night ſhee hadde nor taſted 
any food : ſhe made therefore a venehit of neceſſity,and fed onthe green 
heatbes ſo well as ſhe could, notwithout many piercing afflictions,what 
ſhould become ot her in this extraordinary miſery. As ſhee walkedin 
theſe penſiue meditations, ſhe ſaw a Goate enter into a Caue,and (with- 
in a while after) come forth againe, wandering along thorow the woods. 
Vhercupon ſhe ſtayed, and entred where the ſaw the beaſt iſſue forth, 
where ſhe found two yong Kids,yeaned(as it ſeemed) theſelteſame day, 
which ſight was very pleaſing to her,and nothing (in that diſtreſſe)could 
more content her. 

As yetſhe had milke freſhly running in both her breſts, by reaſon of 
her ſo late deliuery in child-bed ; wheretore (hee lay downe vnto the two 

yong Kids, and taking them tenderly in her armes, ſuffered each ofthem 
to ſucke a teate, whereof they made not any refuſall , but tooke them as 
louingly as their dammes, and from that time forward, they made no di- 
ſinguiſhin g betweene their damme and her. Thus this vnfortunate La- 
dy, hauing found ſome company in thisſolitary deſert, fed on hearbes & 
roots, drinking faire running water, and weeping filently to her ſelfe, ſo 
often as (he remembred her husband, children, and former dayes paſt in 
much better maner. Here ſhee reſolued now to live and dye, being at 
laſt depriued both of the damme and yonger Kids alſo, by theyr wandc- 
ring further into the neere adioyning Voods, according to their _ 
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rall .\clinations 3 whereby the poore diſtreſſed Lady became more ſa- 


uage and wilde in her daily conditions, then otherwiſe ſhee would hauc 
bene. | 

After many monthes were ouer-paſled, at the very ſame place where 
the tooke landing z by chance, there arriued another [mall veſſcll of cer- 
caine Piſans, wich remained there diuers dayes.In this Bark was a Gen- 
teman, named Conrado de Marcheſt Maleſpint, with his holy and vertuous 
wifc, who were returned backe from a Pilgrimage, hauing viſited all the 
ſanctificd-places, that then were in the Kingdome ot Apulta,& now were 
bound homeward to their owne abiding . This Gentleman, for the ex- 
pelling of melancholy perturbations, one eſpeciall day amovgſt other , 
with his wife, ſeruants, and waiting hounds, wandercd vpinto the land, 
not far from the place of Madam Beritolaes deſert awciling. The hounds 
queſting alter game,at laſt happened on the two Kidces where they were 
feeding, and (by this time) had artaincd to inciffterent growth : and fin- 
ding chemſclucs thus purſued by the hounds, fied to no other part of the 
wood, the:) tothe Cane where Beritolaremained, and ſeeming as if they 
ſought to be reſcued only by her,ſhe ſodainly caught vp a ſtaffc, and for- 
ced the hounds rhencero flight. 

By this time, Corrado and his wife, who had tolloweg cloſely afterthe 
hounds, was come thither, and ſecing what had hapned, looking on the 
Lady, who was become blacke, (watthy, mcager, and hairy,they wonde- 
red not alittle ather, and ſhea great deale moreatihem. W hen (vpon 
her requeſt) Conrado had checkt back his hounds,they preuailed ſo much 
by carneſt intreaties, to know what ſhe was, and the reaſon ot her liuing 
there ;that ſhe intirely celatedher quality, vnfortunate accidents, and 
{trangedetermination for living there. Which when the Gentleman had 
heard, who very well knew herhusband, compaſſion forced teares from 
is cycs, and earneſtly he laboured by kinde per{waſtons, to alter ſo cruel 
a deliberation ; making an honourable offer, for conducting her home 
to [115 owne dwelling, waere ſhee ſhould remaine with him innoble re- 
ſpect, as if the were bis'owne ſiſter, withour parting from him, ill For- 
wnc thoutd ſmile as fajrely on her,as cuer ſhe had done before, . 

When theie gentle on could not preuaile with her,the Gentleman 
left his wite in her company, ſaying, that he would go ferch ſome foode 
torker ; and becauſc her garments were all rent and torne , hee woulde 
bring her other ofhis wiues, not doubting bur to winne her thence with 
them. His wife abode there with Beritola, very much demoaning her 
great diſaſters, and when both viands and garments were brovght: by 
extremity of interceſhon, they cauſed her to put them on, andalſo to 
icede with them, albeit ſhe proteſied, thar ſhee would not part thence 
into any place, where any knowledge ſhould be taken of ber. ln the end, 
they perſwaded her, to go with them into Lunigians, carrying alſo with 
her the two yong Goats and their damme,which were then in the Caue 
altogether, prettily playing before Beritola, to the great admiration of 
Conrado and his wilc,as alſo the ſeruants attending on them. 
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When the windes and weather grew fauourable for them , Madam 
Beritola went aboard with Conradoand his wite , being followed by the 
two young Goatcs and his Damme ; and becauſe her name ſhould bee 
knowneto none but Conrado, and his wife onely, ſhee would be ſtiled no 
otherwiſe,but the Goatherdeſle. Merrily,yet gently blew the gale,which 
brought them to enter the Riuer of Macra, where going on ſhore, and 
into their owne Caſtell, Beritola kept company with the wite of Conrado, 
but in a mourning habite, and a wayting Gentlewoman of hers, honeſt, 
humble, and very dutifull, the Goates alwayes familiarly keeping them 
company. 

Returne wee now to the Pyrates , which at Ponzo feized on the ſmall 
Barke, wherein Madam Beritola was brought thither, and carried thence 
away, without any ſight or knowledge of her. With ſuch other ſpoiles 
as they had taken, they ſhaped their courſe for Geneway, and there (by 
conſent of the Patrones of the Galley) made a diviſion of their booties, 
It came to paſſe, that (among other things ) the Nurſe that attended on 
Beritola, and the two with her Children , fell to the ſhare of one Adeſſey 
Gaſparmo 4'Oria, who ſent them together to his owne Houſe, there to be 
employcd in ſcruice as ſeruants. The Nurſe weeping beyond meaſure 
for the loſſe ofher Lady, and bemoaning her owne miſerable fortune, 
whercinto (hee was now fallen with the two young Laddes ; after long 
lamenting, which ſhee found vtterly fruitleſſe and to none efteA,though 
ſhe was vicd asa ſecruant with them, and being but a very poore woman, 
yet was ſhee wiſe and diſcreetly aduiſed. Wherefore, comforting both 
her ſelte,and them ſo well as ſhe could,and conſidering the depth of their 
difaſter; (hee conceited thus, that if the Children ſhould be knowne, it 
migh : redounde to their greater danger, and ſhee be no way advantaged 
thereby. 

es hoping that Fortune(carly or late) would alter her ftearne 
malice, and that they might (if they liued) regaine once more their for- 
mercondition: (hee would not diſcloſe them to any one whatſoever, rill 
ſhee ſhoul.l ſee the rime aptly diſpoſed for it, Being thus determined, to 
allſuch as queſtioned her concerning them, ſhe anſwered that they were 
her owne Children, naming the eldeſt not Geoffrey, but Tehannot de Pro- 
cida. Astorthe youngeſt,ſhee cared not greatly for changing his name, 
and therefore wiſely enformed Geoffrey, vpon what reaſon ſhee had alte- 
red his name, and what danger he might fall into, it he ſhould otherwiſe 
be diſcoucred; being not ſatisfied with thus telling him once, but remem- 
bring him thereof very often, which the gentle youth (being ſo well in- 
ſtructed by the wiſe and carefull Nurſe) did very warily obſerve. 

The two young Laddes, very poorely garmented, but much worſe 
hoſed and ſhodde, continued thus in the houſe of Gaſparino, whereboth 
they and the Nurſe were long time imployed, about very baſe and drud- 
ging Offices, which yet they endured with admirable patience. Bur /c- 

«nmor, aged alrcady about fixteene yeeres , hauing alofrier ſpirit, then 
belonged to a ſlauiſh ſeruant, deſpiſing the baſeneſle of his ſeruile condi- 
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their meanes with lefle diſcretion, then is required in ſuch nice caſes,and 
which cannot be roo pronidently managed. 

Vpon a day, he and ſhee walking to a goodly wood, plentifully furni- 
ſhed with ſpreading Trees, having out-gonethe reſi oftheir company ; 
they made choiſe of a pleaſant place, very daintily ſhaded, and beautified 
with all ſorts of Aoures. There they ſpent ſometime in amorous diſcourſe, 
beſide ſome other ſweere embraces , which though it ſeemed ouer-ſhort 
to them, yet was it ſo vnaduiſedly prolonged;rhat they were on a ſudden 
Furprized, firſt by the Mother,and next by Meſſer Conradohimſelfe: who 
grceuing beyond meaſure, to be thus trecherouſly dealt withall, cauſed 
them to be apprehended by three of his ſeruants, and ( without relling 
them any reaſon why) ledde bound to another Caſtle of his, and fries 
with extremity of rage, concluded in his minde, that they (ſhould bot 
ſhametully be put to death. 

The Mother to this regardleſſe Daughter , hauing heard the angry 
words of her Husband , and how hee would be reuenged on the faulrie ; 
could nat endure that he ſhould be ſo ſeuere: wherefore, although ſhee 
was likewiſe much afflited in minde , andreputed her Daughter worthy 
(tor ſo grear an offence) of all cruell puniſhment : xyer ſhee haſted to her 
diſplcaſed husband,who began to entreate, that he would not runne on 
in ſuch a furious ſpleenc, now in his aged yeares, to bethe murtherer of 
his owne childe,and ſoile his hands in the blood of his feruant . Rather 
he might finde our ſome milde courſe for the ſatisfaRion of his Anger, 
by committing them to cloſe impriſonment, there to remaine & _— 
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for their follie committed. The vertuous and religious Lady alledged 
ſo many commendable examples, and vſcd ſuch plenty of moouing per- 
ſwaſions ; that ſhe quite altred his minde, from putting them to death , 
and hecommanded onely, that they ſhould ſeparately bee impriſoned, 
with little ſtore of foode, and lodging of the vneafieſt, vnrill hee ſhould 
otherwiſe determine of them, and ſo it was done. What their life now 
was in captivity and continual! teares, with ſtriter abſtinence then was 
needefull for them ; all this I muſt commit to your conſideration, 
lehannot and Spina remaining in this comfortleſſe condition, and an 
whole yecre being now out-worne, yet Coxrado keeping them thus ſill 
impriſoned: it came to paſſe, that Doz Pedro King of Arragop, by the 
meanes of Meſſer Tohn de Procida, cauled the Ile of Sicily ro reuolt, and 
rooke it away from King Charles, whereat Conrado (he being of the Ghib- 
biline faCtion) not a little reioyced. Jehannot having intelligence therof, 
by ſome ofthem that had him in cuſtody , breathing foortt>a vehemenr 
ſigh, ſpake in this manner, Alas poore miſerable wretch as Iam ! thar 
haue already gone begging through the world aboue fourtecne yeares, 
in expeation of nothing elſe but this opportunity; and now it is come, 
muſt I be in priſon, to the end, that I ſhould never more hope for any fu- 
turc happineſſe ? And how can I get forth of thispriſon, except itbeb 
death onely ? How now, replied the Officer of the Guard ? What doth 
chis buſineſle of great Kings concerne thee ? VWhar affaites haſt thou in 
Sicily ? 

Once more /ehannot ſighed extreamly, and returned him this anſwer. 
Me thinkes my heart (quoth hee) doth cleaue in ſimder, whenlI callto 
minde the charge which my Father had there, for although I was but a 
little boy when I fled thence : yet I can well remember, that I fawe him 
Goucrnour there,at ſuch time as King Manfred liued. The Guard, pur- 
ſuing on ſtill his purpoſe, demanded of him, what, and who his Father 
was? My Father (replyed /ehannot) I may now ſecurely ſpeake of him, 
being out of the perill which neerely concerned me if I had beenediſco- 
ucred. He was the named (and ſo ſtillifhe be living) Henriet Capece,and 

my name is Geoffrey, not /ehannot ; and I make no doubt, but if Ivvere 
free from hence, and might be returned home to Szczly, I ſhould (for his 
ſake) be placed in ſome authority. | 
The honeſt man ofthe Guard, without ſeeking after any further infor- - 
mation ; ſo ſoone as he could compaſle the leyſure, reported all ro Me/- 
ſer Conrado,who hauing heard theſe newes(albeit he made no ſhew ther- | 
of to the reucaler) went to Madam Beritola , graciouſly demaunding of 
her, if ſhe had any ſonne by her husband, who was called Geoffrey. The 
Lady replyed in teares, that if her eldeſt ſonne were as yet liuing, hee was 
lonamed,and now aged about two and twenty yeares. Conrado hearing 
this, imagincd this ſame to be the man, conſidering further withall, chat 
if1t fell outro proue ſo : he might haue the better meanes of mercic,and 
cloſely concealing his daughters ſhame, ioyfully ioyne them in marriage 
together. | 
Heere- 
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Hereupon he ſecretly cauſed Jehannet to be brought before him, exami- 
ning him particularly of all his paſlcd life, and finding (by moſt maniteſt 
arguments)that his name Was reuly Geoffrey,& he the eldeſt ſon of Henrier 
Capece,he ſpake ro him alone in this manner. /channor,thou knoweſt how 
great the injuries which thou haſt done me, & my deare daughter,gently 
entreating thee(as became a good & honeſt ſeruant) that thou thouldeſt 
alwaycs haue bin reſpeQiue of mine honor,and all that do apperrain vnto 
me. There are many noble gentlewomen,who ſuſtaining the wrog which 
thou haſt offred me,they would hauc procured thy ſhameful death,which 
pitty & compathon wil not ſuffer in me. Vherfore ſceing/as thou infor. 
meſt me) that thou art hpnorably deriued both by father & mother; [ will 
gjuc cnd to all thine anguiihes,cuen when thy {clf art fo pleaſed ,relcaſing 
thee from the miſery & capriuity,wherein I haue ſo long time kept thee, 
and in one inſtant, reduce thine honor &mine into complear perfeQion. 
As thou knoweſt,my Daughter Sp;#4,whom thou haſt embraced in kind- 
neſſe as a triend (although farre vnfitting for thee or her) is a widow, and 
her mariage is both great and good; what her manners and conditions 
are, thou indifferently knoweſt, and art not ignorant of her Father and 
Mother : concerning thine owne eſtate, as now I purpoſe not to ſpeake 
any thing. Therefore, when thou wilt, I am ſo derermined, that whereas 
thou haſt immodeſily affeQed her,ſhe ſhall become thy honelt wife,and 
accepting thee as my Son,to remain with me ſo long as you both plc 1(c. 

Impriſonment had ſomewhat miſhapen /eharnot in his ourward forme, 
but not impaired a iot ofthar noble ſpirit, really deriued from his famous 
progenitors, much lefle the true Joue he bare to his faire friend. An.\ al- 
though moſt earneſtly he deſired that, which Copradenow ſo franckly of- 
tered him, and was in his power onely to beſtow on himzyet could he not 
cloude any part of his greatneſle, bur with a refolued iudgement,thus re- 
plied. My Lord, affectation of rule, deſire of wealthy poſleſsions, or any 
other matter whatſocuer,could neuer make mea traytor to you or yours; 
but that I haue loued,do loue & for cuer ſhal loue your beautious daugh- 
ter;il tharbetreafon,l freely cofeſle it,& wil dic a thouſand deatbs,before 
you or any elſe ſhal enforce me co denie it;for I hold her highly worthy of 
my loue. If T have bin more vamanerly with her,then became me, accor- 
ding tothe opinion of vulgar iudgment,I haue committed bur that error, 
Which euermore is fo attendant vpon youth ; that to denie it , is ro denie 
youth alſo. And if reucrend age would but remember, that once he was 
young, meaſure others offences by his own;they would not be thought 
lo great or greeuous,as you(& many more)account them to be,mine c 
ng comitted as afriend, & not as an enemy:what you make offer of ſo wil- 
ingly todo,T haue alwayes deſired, & if I had thought it would have bin 
granted,long ſince I bad moſt humbly requeſted it;and ſo much the more 
acceptable would it have bin to me, by how much the further offir ſtood 
from my hopes, Bur if you be fo forward as your words doe witneſſe,then 
feede mee not with any further fruitlefſe expe&ation : bur rather ſend 
me backe to priſon, and lay as many afflitions on mee as you pleaſe: 
for my endeared loue to your Daughter Spins, maketh mce to louc 
you 
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you the more for her ſake;how hardly ſoeuer you entreate me,8& bindet!; 
me in the greater reuerence to you,as being the father of my faireſt friend. 
Meſſer Conrado hearing theſe words,ſtood as one confounded with ad- 
miration, reputing him to be a man of lofty ſpirit, andhis affeQion moſt 
fervent to his Daughter, which was.as alittle to his liking. Wherefore, 
embracing him, and kiſſing his cheeke, without any longer dallying, hee 
ſent in like manner for his Daughter. Her reſtraint in priſon had made 
her lookes meager, pale and wanne, and very weake was ſhee alſo of her 
perſon, farre diftcring from the womari ſhee was wontto be, before her 
affection to /channor; there in preſence of her Father, and with free con- 
ſent of either, they were contraQted as man and wile, and the eſpouſals a- 
greed on according to cuſtome. Some few dayes after , ( withour any 
ones knowledge of that which was done) having furniſhed them with all 
things fic for the purpoſe,and time aptly ſeruing,that the Mothers ſhould 
be partakers in this toy; he called his wife, and Madam Beritola, to whom 
firſt he ſpake in this manner, 

What will you ſay Madam, if I cauſe you to ſee your eldeſt Son, not 
long {ince married to one of my Daughters? whereunto Berztola thus re- 
plicd. My Lord, I can ſay nothing elſe vnto you, but that I ſhall be much 
more obliged to you, then already Iam, and ſo much the rather, becauſe 
you will let me ſce the thing which is dearer to me then mine ownelife ; 
and rendring it vnto mee in ſuch manner as you ſpeake of, you will recall 
backe ſome part of my former loſt hopes:and with theſe words the teares 
ſtreamed aboundantly from her eyes. Then turning to his wife, he ſaide ; 
And you deate Loue, if I ſhew youſuch a Sonne in Law, what will you 
thinke of it? Sir (quoth ſhee)what pleaſeth you,muſt and ſhall ſatisfie me, 
be he Gentleman, ora beggar. Well ſaid Madam anſwered Meſſer Con- 
rado,l hope(within few dayes)to make you both joyfull. So when the a- 
morous couple had recouered their former feature, and honourable gar- 
ments were prepared for them,priuately thus he ſaid to Geoffrey; Beyond 
the ioy which already thou art inriched withall, how would it pleaſe thee 
ro meet with thine owne Mother here?I cannot belecue Sir,replied Geof- 

frey, that her greeuous misfortunes haue ſuffered herroliue ſo long; yer 
| notwithſtanding, if Heauen hath becne ſo merciful to her,my ioyes were 
- incompirabic,for by her gracious counſell,I might well hope ro recouer 
1 no meane happineſle in Sicilze. Vithin a white after, both the Mothers 
were ſent for ,- who were tranſported with vnſpeakable ioyes, when they 

beheld the ſo lately maricd couple; being alſo much amazed , when they 

could nor gueſle what inſpiration had gnided Conrado tor this extraordi- 

nary benignity, ioyning /channet in mariage with Spina, Hereupon Ma- 

dam Beritola, remembring the ſpeeches between her and Conrado, began 
to obſcrue him very aduiſedly , and by a hidden vertue , which long had 

filently ſlept in her, and now with ioy of ſpirit awaked, calling ro minde 

the lineatures of her Sonnes Infancy , without awaiting for any other 

demonſtrations , thee folded him in her armes with earneſt affeion. 

Motherly ioy and pitty now contended fo violently together , that 

ſhee was not able to viter one word , the ſenſitiue vertues oY 
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ſo cloſely combined, that (cucn as dead) ſheefell downein the armes of 
' her Sonne. And he wondering greatly thereat, making a better recolle- 
tion of his thoughts, did well remember, that he had often before ſcene 
her in the Caſtell, without any other knowledge of her. Neuertheleſſe, 
by mcere inftinQ of Nature,whoſe power(in ſuch aQtions)declares it ſelfe 
to be highly predominant ; his very ſoule aſſured him , that ſhee was his 
Mother, and blaming his vaderſtanding , that he had not before beene 
better adviſed, he threw his armes about her, and wept cxcecdingly, 
Afterward, by the louing paines of Conradoes wife, as alſo her daugh- 
cer Spina, Madam Beritola ( being recoucred from her paſſionate trance, 
and her vitall ſpirits executing their Offices againe;)fcll once more to the 
embracing of her Sonne, kiſſing him infinite times, with teares and ſpec- 
ches of motherly kindneſſe , he likewiſe expreſſing the ſame duritull hu- 
manity to her. VWhich ceremonious courteſies being paſſed ouer and 0- 
uer, to no little joy in all the beholders, beſide repetition of their ſcuerall 
misfortunes. Meſſer Conrado made all knowne to his friends, who were 
very glad of this new alliance made by him , which was honoured with 
many ſolemn & magnificent feaſtings.VVhich being all concluded,Geof- 
frey hauing found our fit place and opportunity , for conference with his 
new created Father, without any ſiniſter oppoſition; began as followerh. 
Honourable Father , you haue raiſed my contentment to the higheſt 
degree , and hauc heaped alſo many gracious fauours on my noble Mo- 
ther; but now inthe finall concluſion, that nothing may remaine vneffe- 
Red, which confiſteth in your power to performe; I would humbly cn- 
ereate you, to honour my Mother with your company, at a Feaſt of my 
making, where I would gladly alſo haue my Brother preſent. Meſſer Ga- 
ſparino d' Oria(as I haue once heretofore told you)queſting as a common 
Pyrate on the Scas, tooke vs, and ſent vs home to his houle as ſlaves, 
where(as yet he detaineth him.) I would haue youlikewiſc ſend one into 
Sicilie, who informing himſclfe more amply in the ſtate of the Country, 
may vnderſtand what is become of Hepriet my Father,and Whether he be 
lining or no, If he remaine aliue,toknow in what condition he is;and be- 
ing ſecretly inſtructed in all things, then to returne backe againe to you,- 
This motion made by Geoffrey, wasſo pleaſing to Conrads, that with- 
out any reference to further leyſure, hee diſpatched thence two diſcreere 
perſons, the one to Geneway, and the other to Sicilie: he which went for 
Geneway, hauing met with G4ſþparino, earneſtly entreated him, (onthe be- 
halfe of Conrado)to ſend himthe Poore expeled;and his Nurſe recounting 
Every thing in order, which Conrado had tolde him, concerning Geoffrey 
and his Mother: when Gaſparino had heard the whole diſcourſe, he mar- 
velled greatly thereat, and ſajde; Trucir is, that I will doe any thing for 
Meſſer Conrado , which may be to his loue and liking, prouided, thar it 
lic in my power to performe; and (about ſome fouretcene yeeres ſince) I 
broughtſuch a Lad as you ſecke for, with his Mother home to my houſe, 
whom I will gladly ſend vnto him. But you may tel} him from me, that 
I aduiſe him from ouer-raſh crediting the fables of lehannot , that now 
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eearmes himſelfe by the name of Geoffrey, becauſe hee is a more wicked 
boy, then he taketh him to be, and ſo didI find him. 

Hauing thus ſpoken, and giuing kinde welcome tothe Meſſenger, ſe- 
crerly he called the Nurſe vnto him, whom he heedfully exaroined con- 
cerning this cale. Shee having heard therebellion in the Kingdome of 
Sicilie, and vnderſtanding withall , that Henrier was yer living; ioyfully 
threw off all her former teare,relaring euery thing to him orderly,and the 
reaſons mouing her , to conceale the whole butineſſe in ſuch manner as 
ſhce had done. Gaſparins wel) percciuing, that the report ofthe Nurſe, 
and the meſſage receiued from Conrado, varied not in any one circum- 
ſtance, beganne the berter to credit her wordes. And being a man moſt 
ingenjous, making further inquiſition into the buſineſle, by all the poſſ. 
ble meanes he could deviſe, and finding every thing to yeeld vndoubred 
aſſurance; aſhamed of the vile and baſe vſage, wherein hee had ſo long 
time kept the Ladde , and deſiring (by-his beſt meanes) to make him a- 
mends; he had a faire Daughter, aged about thirteene yeeres, and know- 
ing what manner of man he was,his father Henriet alſo yet liuing,he gaue 
her to him in marriage, witha very bountifull and honourable dowry. 

The iouiall dayes of fcaſting being paſt,he went aboard a Galley,with 
the Poore expelled; his Daughter,the Ambaſladour,and the Nutſe, depar- 
ting thence to Lericy, where they were oY welcommed by Aeſſer Con- 

 rado, and his Caftle being not farre from thence , with an honourable 


traine they were conducted thither , and entertained with all poſſible 
kindneſſe, Now concerning the comfort ofthe Mother,mecting fo hap- 


pily with both her Sonnes, the ioy ofthe Brethren and Mother together, 
hauing alſo found thefaithfull Nurſe, Gaparins and his Daughter,in com- 
pany now with Conrado and his VVife, friends, familiars,and all generally 
in a Iubilee of rejoycing : it exceedeth capacity in me to expreſlc it; and 
therefore [ reterre it to your more able imagination. 

In the time of this mutuall contentment, to the ende that nothing 
might be wanting, to compleat and perfe this vniuerſall ioy; our Lord, 
a moſt aboundant beſtower where he beginneth, added long wiſhedty- 
dings, concerning the life and goodeſtate of Henriet Capece. For, cuen 
as they were feaſting, and the concourſe great of worthy gueſts, both of 
Lords and Ladies: the firſt ſeruice was ſcarcely ſer on the Tables, but the 
Ambaſſador which was ſent to Sicilze, arrived there before them. Among 
many other important matters, he ſpake of Heyrier, who being ſo long a 
time detained in priſon by King Charles, when the commotion aroſe in 
the City againſt the King; the people (grudging at Henriets long impri- 
ſonment) {lew the Guards,and ſet him ar liberty. Then as capitall enemy 
to King Charles, he was created Captaine generall, following the chaſc, 
and killing the French. . 

By meanes whereof, he grew great in the grace of King Pedro, who re- 
planted him in all the goods of. honours which he had before,with very 
high and eminent authority. Hereunto the Ambaſſadour added,that he 
was entertained with extraordinary grace, and dcliucry of publike 

| an 


The ſecond Dayof Decameron, 


and exaltation, when his Wife and Sonne were knowne to be living, of 
whom notydings had at any time beene heatd, ſince the hourc of his ſur- 
prizall. Morcoyer, that a {witt winged Barke was riow ſent thither (vpon 
the happy hearing of this newes) well furniſhed with noble'Gentlemen, 
coartend till their rtrurning backe, Ve neede tomake nodoubt concer- 
ning the rydings brought by this Ambaſſadour ys NOT of the G entlc mens 
welcome, thus ſent'to Madam, Beritola and Geoffrey; who before they 
would ſit downe atthe Table, ſalured Meſſer Conrado and hiskinde Lady 
(on the behalfe of Henriet) for allthe great graces extended to her and 
her Sonne, with promiſe of anything, lyingin the power of Henrier, to 
reſt continually attheir command. Thelike they did to Signior Gaſparins, 
(whoſe liberall fauours came vnlooked for) with cerraine aſſurance, thar 
when Henriet ſhould vnderſtand what hee had done for his other Sonne, 
the Poore expelled; there would be no defailance of riciprocall courte- 
ies. 

As the longeſt ioyes haue no perpetuity of laſting, ſo all theſe gracefull 
ceremonies had their concluſton , with as many inkes and teares at par- | 
ting, as ioyes abounded attheir firſt encountring. Imagine then , that 
you ſce ſuch aboard, as were to haue hereno longer abiding, Madam Be- 
ritola and Geoffrey, with the re, as the Poore expelled, the ſo late married 
Wiues, and the faithfull Nurſe'bearing them company. With proſpe- 
rous windes they arriued in S:rilze, where the Vife, Sonnes,and Daugh- 
ters, were ioyfully mer by Henriet at Palermo, and with ſuch honourable 
pompe, as a caſe ſo important equally deferued. The Hiſtories make fur- 
ther mention, that there they liued (along while after) in much felicity, 


with thankfull hearts (no doubt) to-Heauen, in acknowledgement of ſo 
many great mercies recciued, 


The Soldan of Babylon ſent one of his Daughters, to be toyned in marriage with 
the King of Cholcos; who by diuers accidents (in the ſpace of foure yeeres) 
happened into the cuitody of nine men, and in ſundry places. At length be- 
ing reitored backe to her Father ſhee went to the [aide King of Cholcos,us 
4 Maide, and as at firſt ſhee was intenaed tobe his wife. 

___ Theſeauenth Nouell. 

Altucly demonitration, that the beauty of a Woman, (oftentimes )is very hurt- 

full to her ſelfe, and the occaſion of many euils, yea, and of death, to diuers 


__ meh 


PEraduemure the Nouell related by Madam Amilia, did not extendirt 

{elite ſo farre in lengrh, as it moued compaſſion in the Ladies mindes, 
hearing the hard fortunes of Bericola and her Children,which had incited 
them ro weeping : but hat it pleaſed the Queene (vpon the Tales con- 
cluſion) ro command Pampbilws, to follow (next in order) with his diſ- 


courſe, and hee being thereto very obedient, beganne in this man- 
ner. 
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[t is a matter ofno meane difficulty(vertuous Ladies) for vsto take in- 
tire knowledge of cuery thing we doe, becauſe (as oftentimes hath beene 
obſcrued) many men, imagining if they were rich , they ſhould liue ſe- 
curely , and without any cares. And therefore , not onely have their 
g's and interceſſions aimed at thar end,bur alſo their ſtudies and dai- 
y endeauours, without refuſall of any paines or perils haue not mcanely 
expreſſed their hourely ſolicitude. And although it hath happened ac- 
cordingly to them, and their couctous deſires fully accompliſhed; yet at 
length they have mer with ſuch kindceof people , who likewiſe thirſting 
after their wealthy poſſeſſions, have bereft them of life, being their kinde 
and intimate friends,before they attained toſuchriches. Some other, be- 
ing of low and baſe condition , by aduventuring in many skirmiſhes and 
foughten barrels, trampling in the bloud of their brethren and friends, 
hauc beene mounted to the ſoueraigne dignity of Kingdomes or ack 
that therein conſiſted the trueſt iam 4 but boughe with the dear 
price of their liues. For, beſide their infinite cares and feares, wherewith 
ſuch greatneſle is continually attended, attheir royall Tables, they haue 
drunke poyſon in a golden pot. Many other inlike manner (with moſt 
carneſt appetire)haue coueted beauty and bodily ſirength,not foreſceing 
with any indgement, that theſe wiſhes were not withour perill; when be- 
ing endued with them,they cither haue beene the occaſion of their death, 
or ſuch alingering lamentable cſtare of life , as death were athouſand 
times more welcome to them. 

Bur becauſe I would not ſpeake particularly of all our fraile and hu- 
mane affeQions,] dare aſſure ye,thatthere is not any one of theſe deſires, 
co be cleQed among vs mortals,with entire forclight or prouidence = 
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rantable againſt their ominous iſſue. Vherefore, if we would walke di- 
realy , wee ſhould diſpolc our willes and affeRions , to be ordercd and 
guided onely by him, who beſt kaowerh what js needfull for vs, and will 
beſtow them at his good pleaſure. Nor let me lay this blamefu] 'impu- 
cation vpon men onely,for offending in many things through over laviſh 
deſices : becauſe you yourſelues (gracious Ladies) ſinne highly in one, 
as namely , 4n coucting to be beautifull. $o that it js not ſufficient tor 
you , to cnioy thoſe Deauries beſtowng an you by Nature; but you pra- 
iſe to encreaſe them , by the rarities of Art. Wherefore, letitnor of- 
fendyou , that Ircll you the hard fortune of a faire Sarrazines, to whom 
it happened (by Grange aduentures)within che compaſſe of foure yeares, 
nine Cacral times $0 be maried, and onely for her beauty. 

Ic is now alongrime {ance , that there lined a Soldane in Babylon, na- 
me9J Beminidab, ro whom (while he liued) many things happened, anſwe- 
rable to his ownedelires. Among diuers other children both male and 
female, he had a daughter, called Alathrelta, and thee (according tothe 
common voyce of cuery one that ſaw her) was the fayreſt Lady thenli- 
uing in all the world. And becauſe the King of Cho/cos hail wonderfully 
aſſiſted him , in a valiant foughten barraile , againſt a mighty Armie of 
Arabes, who on a ſuddaine had aſſailed him : hee demaunded his faire 
daughter in marriage,which likewiſe was badly grantcd to him. A good.- 
ly and well armed Ship was prepared for her, with full furniſhmeot of all 
neceſſary prouifion , and accompanied with an honourable trainc, both 
Lords and Ladies, as alſo moſt coſtly and ſumptuous accouſtrements ; 
commending her to the mercy of heauen, in this manner was ſhce ſent 
away. 

The time being propitious for their parting thence, the Mariners hoi- 
ſed their ſayles, lcauing the part of Alexawdria, and fayling proſperoutly 
many dayes together, VVhen they had paſt the Country of Sardizma, 
and (as they imagined) were well necre to their iourneyes end : (uddain- 
ly aroſe boiſterous and contrary windes , which were ſo impetuous be- 
yond all meaſure, and ſo crormented the Ship wherein the Lady was; that 
che Mariners, ſecing no ſigne of comfort,gaue ouer all hope of eſcaping 
withlite. Neuerthelefle, as men moſt expert in implacable dangers,they 
laboured to their vitermoſt power, and contended with infinite bluſtrin 
tempeſts for the ſpace oftwo dayes and nights together, hoping the third 
day would proue more fauourable. Bur therein they ſaw thewſclues de- 
cciued,, for the violence continued flill, encreafing in the night time 
more and more, being no way able to comprehend , cither where they 
were, or what courſe they tooke, neither by mariuall iudgement, or any 
apprehenſion elſe whatſocuer , the heauens were ſo clouded , and the 
nights darkneſſe ſo ext: eame. 

Being (vnknowne to them) neere the Ifle of Matorica, they felr the 
Ship to ſplit in the hottome , by meanes whereof , perceiving now no 
nope of eſcaping (cuery one caring ior himſelfe, and nor any other) they 
threw forth a Squiffe on the troubled waucs, repoſing more confidence 
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of ſafety that way then abiding any longer in the broken Ship. Howbeit, 
ſuch as were firſt deſcended downe , made ſtout reſiſtance againſt all o- 
ther followers,with their drawne weapons : bur ſafety of life fo farre pre. 
uailed , that what with the tewpeſts violence , and over-lading of the 
Squiffc, it ſunke to the bortome, and all periſhed that were therein, The 
The Ship being thus ſplit , and more then halfe full of water , toſſed and 
tormented by the bluſtring windes, firſt one way, and then another : was 
atlaſt driuen into a ſtrand of the Ifle Mavorica,, no other perſons remai- 
ning therein, but onely the Lady and her women , all of them (through 
the rude tempeſt , andtheir owne conceiued feare) lying ſtill , as if they 
were more then haife dead. Andthere, within a ſtones caſt ofthe neigh. 
bouring ſhore, the Ship (by the rough ſurging billowes) was fixedfaſt in 
the ſands, and ſo continued all the reſt of the night , without any further 
moleſtation of rhe windes. 

When day appeared , and the violent ſtormes were more mildly ap. 
peaſed, the Lady, who ſeemed well-neere dead lifted vp her head, and 
began (weake as ſhe was) to call firſt one, and then another : but ſhe cal- 
led ja vaine, for ſuch as ſhe named were farre enough from her. Where- 
fore, hearing no anſwere, nor ſeeing any one, ſhe wondered greatly, her 
feares cncreaſing then more and more, Rayling her ſelfe ſo well as ſhee 
could, ſhe beheld the Ladies that were of her company, and ſome other 
ofherwomen, lying ſtill withour any ſtirring : whereupon, firſt jogging 
one, and then another, and calling them ſeuerally by their names ; ſhee 
found them bereft of vnderſtanding, and enen asifthey were dead, their 
hearts were ſo quailed, and their feare ſo ouer-ruling , which was no 
meane diſmay to the poore Lady her ſclfe. Neuertheleſſc, neceſſity 
now being her beſt counſailour , ſeeing her ſelfe thus all alone, andnot 
knowing in what place ſhe was, ſhe vſed ſuch meanes to them that were 
living , that (at the laſt) they came better to knowledge of therſclues, 
And being vnable to gueſlſe,what was become ofthe men and Mariners, 
ſceing the Ship alſodriuen on the ſands,and filled with water : ſhe began 
(with them) to Jament moſt grieuouſly, and now it was about the houre 
of mid-day,before they could deſcry any perſon on the ſhore, or any cl(c 
to pitty them in ſo vrgent a neceſſity. 

Atlength, noone being paſt, a Gentleweman, named Baiazeth, atten- 
ded by diuers of his followers on horſeback, and returning from a Coun- 
try houſe belonging to him,chanced to rideby on the ſands. Vpon ſight 
ot rhe Ship lying in that caſe,he imagined truely what had happened,avd 
commanded one of his men to enter aboord it, which (with ſome difh- 
culty) hee did, to reſolue his Lord what remayned therein. There hee 
found the faire young Lady, with ſuch ſmall orc of company as was left 

| her, fearcfully hidden vnder the prow of the Ship. So ſoone as they ſaw 
him, they held vp their hands, wofully deſiring mercy ofhim: but he per- 
cciuing their lamentable condition, and that hee vnderſtoode not what 
they ſaid to them, their afflition grew the greater, labouring by ſignes 

and geſtures,to giue them knowledge of their misfortune, 24 
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"The ſeruaut, gathering what be could byrheir outward behauiour,de- = 


wvlarcd to his Lord , what hee had ſcene in the Ship : who cauſed the wo- 
men to be brought on ſhore, and all the precious things remaining with 
them , conducting them with him to a place not farre off, where, with 
foode and warmrth he gaue them comfort. By the rich garments which 
the Lady was cloathed withall , hee reputed her to be a Gentlewomen 
well deriued , as the great reucrence done to her by the reſt, gaue him 

o0d reaſon to conceiue. And although her lookes were pale and wan, 
as alſo her perſon mightily altered, by the rempeſtuouswiolence of the 
Sea : yet notwithſtanding, ſhe appeared faire and louely inthe eye of Ba- 
14zecth, whereupon forthwith he determined, that if ine were not maricd, 
he would enioy her as his owne in mariage, or if he could not winne her 
to be his wife, yet (arthe leaſt) (thee ſhould be his friend, becauſe ſhee re- 
mained now in his power. 

F4i1zeth was a man of ſterne lookes , reugh and harſh both inf peech 
and behaviour : yet cauſing the Lady to be honourably vied divers dayes 
together, ſhe became thereby well comforted and recouered. And ſce- 
ing her beauty to exceede all comparifon, he was afflifted beyond mea- 
jure, that he could not vnderſtand her, nor ſhe him , whereby hee could 
not know, of whence or whatſhe was. His amorous flames encreaſing 
more andmore; by kinde, courteous, and affable ations, hee laboured 
ro compaſle what he aymed at. Burt all his endeauour proued to no pur- 
poſe, for ſhee refuſed all familiar priuacie with him , 'which ſo much the 
more kindled the fury of his fire. This being well obferued by the Lady, 
hauing now remayned there a moneth & more,and collecting by the cu- 
ſtomes ofthe Countrey, that the was among Turkes,and inſuch aplace, 
where although ſhe were knowne,, yet it would little atvantage her, be- 
ſide, that long protraQtion of time vvould proucke Bazazeth, by faire 
meanes or force to obtaine his vvill: ſhe propounded ro her ſelte (with 
magnanimiry of ſpirit) to tread all misfortunes vnder her feete , com- 
maunding her vvomen(vvhereof ſhe had but threerow remaining aliue) 
that they ſhould nor diſcloſe vyhat ſhe vvas; excepr it vvere in ſome ſuch 
place, where manifeſt ſ1ignes might yeeld hope of regaining their liberty. 
Moreouer, ſhee admonithed them , ftourly ro defend rheir honour and 
 chaſtiry, affirming, that ſhee had abſolutely reſolued with her ſelfe, that 
neuer any other ould enioy her , but her intended husband ; yvherein 
her vvomen did much commend her,promilſing to preſcrue their reputa- 
tion,according as ſhe had commanded. 

Day by day vvere the torments of Bai4zeth, vvonderfully augmented, 
ver ſtill his kinde offers ſcornefully refuſed, and he as farre off from com- 
paſting his deſires, as vvhen hee firſt began to moouethe matter : where- 
tore , perceiuing thar all faire courſes ſerued to no efteA, hee reſolued to 
compaſle his purpoſe by craft and ſubrilty, reſerving rigorous extremity 
for his finall concluſion. And hauing once obſerucd, that vvine was very 
pleaſing tothe Lady, ſhe being neuer vſedto drinke any at all,becauſe(by 
her Countries law) it was forbidden her, and no'meane ſtore bauing 
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becne lately brought to Baiaze7h in a Barke of Geneway : hee reſolued tg 
ſurprizc her by meanes thereof, as achicfe Miniſter of YVenws, to heate 
the cooleſtblood. And ſeeming now in his outward behauiour, as ifhe 
had giuen ouer his amorous purſuite, and which ſhe ſtrouc by all her be 
endeauours to withſtand : one night, after a very maicſtick and ſolemne 
manner, he prepared a delicate and ſumptuous lupper, whereto the La- 
dy was inuited : and hec had given order , that hee who attended on her 
Cup, ſbould ſerue her with many wines compounded and mingled to. 

ether, which hee accordingly performed , as being cunning enough in 
Fich occaſions. 

Alothiella,inſtruQing no ſuch trecherie intended againſt her,and liking 
the wines pleaſing taſte extraordinarily ; dranke more then ſtoode with 
with her precedent modeſtreſolution , and forgetting all her paſſed ad- 
uerſities , became very frollick and merry : ſo thatſeeing fome women 
daunce after the manner obſerued therein Matorica, (he allo fell ro daun- 
cing, according to the Alexandriay cuſtome. Which when Baiazeth be- 
held, he imagined the viftory to be more then halte wone, and his hearts 
deſire very necrethe obtaining : plying her ſtill with wine vpon wine,and 
continuing this revelling the moſt part of the night. Ar thelengrh, the 
inuited gueſts gh9s gone , the Lady retired then ro her chamber, at- 
rended on by none but Baiazerhhimſelte, and as familiarly, as if hee had 
beene one ot her women, ſheeno way contradiQting his bold intruſion, 
ſo faire had wine ouer-gone her ſences , and preuailed againſtail modeſt 
baſhfulneſſe. Theſe wanton embracings, ſtrange to her that had never 
taſted them before, yer pleaſing beyond meaſure, by reaſon of his treche- 
rous aduantage: afterward drew on many more of the like carowſlij 
meetings, without ſo much as a thought of her paſſed miſerics, or thoſe 
more honourable and chaſte reſpe&s , that euer ought to atrend on 

_ - Ladies. 

Now, Fortune enuying theſe their ſtolne pleaſures, and that ſhe, be- 
ing the purpoſed witeof a potent King, ſhould thus become the wanton 
friend of a much meaner man,whoſe oncly glory was her ſhame : altered 
the courſe of their too common paſtimes , by preparing a farre greater 
infelicity for them. This Batazeth had a Brother , aged about fiue and 
twenty yeares, of moſt compleate perſon, inthe @Ss, a of his time, 
and freſh as the ſweeteſt ſmelling Roſe, he being named Amwurath. Aﬀeer 
he had once ſeene this Lady (whoſe faire feature pleaſed him beyond all 
womens elſe) ſhe ſeemed in his ſuddaine apprehenſion, both by her out- 
ward bchauiour and ciuill apparancie , highly to deſeruc his very beſt 
opinion,for ſhe was not meanely entred into his fauour. Now he found 
nothing to his hinderance , in obtayning the height of his hearts deſire, 
but onely the ſirit cuſtody and guard, wherein his brother Baiazeth kept 
her : which raiſed a cruell conceit in his minde , whereon followed (not 
long after) ascruell an effe. 

It came to paſſe, that at the ſame time, in the Port ofthe Citie, called 
Caffa,there lay thena Ship laden with Merchandize,being bound ow 
or 
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tr Smiri24, of which Ship two Geneway Merchants (being brethren) were. 
he Patrones and owners, who had gwen direction tor hoyling the {ayles, 
©© depart thence when the winde thould ferue. VVith theſe rwo Grae- 
wayes Amurath had couenanted , for himſclte to goe abord the Ship the 
night enſuing, and the Lady in his company. When night was came, 
hauing ra{olacd with himſelfe what was to be dane: in a diſguiſed habite 
hee wentto the houſfof Batazeth, who ſtood nor any way duubttull of 
him, and with certaine of his moſt faithfull contederares (whom he had 
ſyorne to the intended aRion) they hid themſelues cloſely in the houſe. 
After ſome part of the night was ouer-paſt , hee knowing the ſeueral! 
lodgings both of Baiazeth and Alathiella ; flew his brother ſoundly tlce- 
ping, and ſeizing on the Lady , whom hee found awake and weeping, 
threatned to kill hier alſo, if ſhee made any noyſe. So, being well turni- 
ſhed, with the greater part of coſtly Iewels belonging to Bazazeth, vn- 
heard or vadeſcried by any body , they went preſently to the Port, and 
there, without any further delay , Amurath and the Lady were recciued 
into the Ship, but his companions returned backe againe ; when the Ma- 
riners, hauing their ſayles ready ſet, and the winde aptly fitting for them, 
launched forth merrily into the maine. Wo 

You may well imagine , that the Lady was extraordinarily afflited 
with griefe for her firlt misfortune, and now this ſecond chancing ſo ſud- 
dainly , muſt needes offend her in greater manner : but Amurath did fo 
kindly comfort her, with milde, modeſt, and manly perſwafions ; that all 
remembrance of Bazazeth was quickly forgotten , and ſhee became con- 
uertedto lonely demeanour, euen when Fortune prepared a freſh miſery 
for her, as not ſatisfied with thoſe whereof ſhee had taſted already. The 
Lady being enriched with vnequalled beauty (as wee hane often related 
before) her behauiour alſo in ſuch exquiſite and commendable kinde ex- 
preſſed: the two brethren, owners ofthe Ship , became ſo deepely cna- 
moured of her, that forgetting all their more ſerious affaires,they ſtudied 
by ali poſſible meanes , to be pleaſing and gracious in her cye, yet with 
ſuch a carefull cariage, that Amurath thould neither ſce or ſuſpect it, 

When the brethren had imparted their loues extremity cach to the 
other , and plainely perceived , that rhough they were equally in their 
hery torments, yer their deſires were vrterly contrary : they began ſeue- 
rally to conſider, that gaine gotten by Merchandize, admitted an equal! 
and honeſt djuiſion, bur this purchaſe was ofa different quality, pleading 
the title of a ſole poſſeſſion , without any partner or intruder. Fearetull 
and jcalous were they both, leaſt either ſhould ayme at the others jnten- 
tion, yet willing enough to ſhake hands, in ridding Amurath out of the 
way, who onely was the hinderer of their hopes. W hereupon they con- 
cluded rogether, that on a day, when the Ship ſayled on very ſwiftly,and 
Amurath was {1tting vpon the deck , Rudiouſly obſeruing , how the bil- 
lowes combatted each with other , and not ſuſpeCting any ſuch treaſon 
In themtowards him : ſtealing ſoftly behinde him , ſuddainly they threw 
him into the Sea , the Ship fleeting on abouchalfc a leagues Ns, 
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before any percciucd his fall into the Sea. 

When the Lady heard thereof, and ſaw no likely mcancs of recoue- 

ring him againe, ſhe fell to her wonted teares and lamentations : but the 
two Louecrs came quickly to comfort her, viing kinde words andpithie 
perſwaſions (albeit the vnderſtood them not, or atthe moſt very little)ro 
appcaſc the violence of her paſſions; and, to ſpeake vprightly, ſhee did 
not ſo much bemoane the loſle of Amurath, as the multiplying of her 
owne misfortunes, ſtill one ſucceeding in the necke of another. After 
diuers long and well deliuered Orations, as allo very faire and courteous 
behauiour,they had indiflcrently pacified her complaynings : they began 
to diſcourſe and commune with themſelues , which of them had moſt 
right and title to Alathiel{a,and (conſequently)ought to enioy her. Now 
that Amurath was gone , each Four his priuiledge to be as good as the 
others, both in the Ship, goods, and all aduantages elſe wharſocuer hap. 
pening : which the elder brother abſolutely denied, alleadging firſthis 
propriety of birth,a reaſon ſufficient, whereby his younger ought to gjue 
him place ; likewiſc his right and intereſt both in ſhip and goods, to be 
more then the others, as being heire to his Father , and therefore iniu- 
{tice to be higheſtpreferred, Laſt of all,that his ſtrength onely threw .4- 
murath into the Sea, and therefore gaue him the full poſſeſſion of his 
prize, no right atall remaining to his brother. | 

From temperate and calme ſpeeches, they fell to frownes and ruder 
language, which heated their blood in ſuch violent manner, that forget- 
ting brotherly affection, and all reſpeR of Parents or friends, they drew 
forth their Poniards, ſtabbing each other ſo often and ceſperarely, that = 
before any in the ſhippe had the power or meanes to part them, both of 
them being very dangerouſly wounded, the younger brother fell downe 
dead, the elder being in little better caſe, by recciuving ſo many perilous 
hurts, remained (neuertheleſſe) liuing. This vnhappy accident diſplea- 
ſed the Lady very highly ſeeing her ſelfe thus left alone, withoutrthe help 
or counſell of any body , and fearing greatly, leaſt the anger of the two 
Brethrens Parents and Friends, ſhould now be laide to her charge, and 
thercon follow ſeucriry of puniſhment. But the carneſt entreaties ofthe 
wounded ſuruiuer, and their arriuall at Symrna ſoone after,deliuered him 
from the danger of death, gaue ſome caſe to her ſorrow, and there with 
hita ſhee went on ſhore. 

Remaining there with him in a common Inne, while he continued in 
che Chirurgians cure, the fame of her ſingular and much admired beauty 
was (oone ſpread abroade throughour all the City;and amongſtthereſt, 
tothe hearing of the Prince of 19z:a, who lately before ( on very vrgent 
occaſions) was come to Smirna, This rare rumour, made him deſirous 
to ſec her, and after he had ſcenc her, ſhee ſeemed farre fairer in his cyc, 
then common report had noyſed her to be,and ſuddenly grew ſo cnamo- 
red of her,that ſhee was the onely Idea ofhis beſt deſires. Afterward,vn- 
derſtanding in what manner ſhee was brought thither,he deviſed how to 
make her his owne;praiiſing all poſhble meanes to accompliſh it:which 
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when the wounded brothers Parents heard of, they not onely made ten- 
ler of their willingneſle therein, but alſo immediately ſent her to him : a 
matter moſt highly pleaſing to thg Prince, and likewiſe to the Lady her 
{elie; becauſe ſhee thought now to befrced from no meane perill, which 
/ otherwiſe) the wounded Merchants friends might have inflicted on 
ner. 

The Prince perceiuing,that beſide her matchlefſe beauty,ſhee had the 
true character of royali behauiour; greeued the more, that he could not 
be further informed of whar Countrey ſhee was, His opinion being lo 
ſtedfaſtly groundel, that (lefſe then Noble) ſhee could not be,was a mo- 
tiuc to {et akeener cdge on his afteCtion towards her , yet not toenioy 
her as in honourable and louing complement onely, but as his cfpouſed 
Lady and Wite. VWhich appearing to her by apparant demonſtrations, 
though entercourle of ſpeech wanted to confirme it ; remembrance of 
her {o many fad diſaſters, and being now in a moſt noble and reſpected 
condition, her comtort enlarged ir ſelfe with a ſctled hope her teares grew 
free irom any more moleſtations , and her beautics became the onely 
thcame and argument of priuate and publike conference in all Natolza, 
that (welneere) there was no other diſcourſe, in any Sdlembly what- 
{ocuer. 

Hereupon the Duke of Athens, being young, goodly, and valiant of 
perſon, as alſo a necre Kinſman to the Prince,had a deſire to ſee her; and 
vader colour of viſiting his noble Kinſman, (as oftentimes before he had 
done)attended with an honourabletraine,to Sm7rna he came, being there 
moſt royally welcommed, and bounteouſlly fealted. Within ſome few 
daycs ot his there being, conference paſled berweene them, concerning 
the rare beauty of the Lady ; the Duke queſtioning the Prince, whether 
thee was of ſuch wonder, as fame had acquainted the Worid withall ? 
\Whereto the Prince replied; Much more(noble Kinſman) then can be 
ſpoken of, as your owne eyes ſhall witneſle, without crediting avy words 
of mine. The Dake ſolliciting the Duke thereto very earneſtly,they both 
went together to ſee her; and (hee having before heard of their com- 
ming,adorned her ſelfe the more maieſtically,entertaining them with ce- 
remonious demeanor ( after her Countries cuſtome ) which gaue moſi 
gracious and vnſpeakable accepration. 

Atthe Princes aftablc motion, ſhee ſate downe betweene them, their 
celight being beyond expreſſion , to behold her , but abridged of much 
more ſelicity , becauſe they vnderſtood not any part of her language : fo 
that they could haue no other conference , but by lookes and outward 
l1gncs onely ; and the more they beheld her, the more they maruelled at 
her rare perfe&ions , eſpecially the Duke, who hardly credited that ſhee 
was amortall creature, Thus not perceiuing,what deepe carowles of a- 
morous poylon, his cyes dranke downe by the meere {1ght of her, yer 
thinking thereby onely to be ſatisfied; heloſt both himſelfe and his beſt 
(ences,prowing in loue(beyond all meaſure)with her. When the Prince 
and he were parted from her, and hee was at hisowne priuate amorous 
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meditations in his Chamber; he reputed the Prince far happier then any 
man elſe whatſoeuer , by the enioying of ſuch a peereleſle beauty. 

After many intricate and diſtraſtegh cogitations , which moleſted his 
braines inceſſantly, regarding more his loues wanton heate,then reaſon, 
kindred, and honourable hoſpitalityz he reſolutely determined (whatſoc- 
ucr enſued thereupon ) to bereaue the Prince of his faire felicity , thar 
nonebut himſelfe might poſleſſe ſuch a treaſure,which he eſteemed to be 
the height of all happineſſe. His courage being contormable to his bad 
intent,with all haſt it muſt be put in execution; ſo that equity, iuſtice, and 
honeſty ,being quite abandoned,nothing but ſubtill ftratagems were now 
his meditations. On aday , according to a fore compacted treachery, 
which he had ordered with a Gentleman of the Princes Chamber, who 
was named Churiacy; heprepared his horſes to be in readineſle, and dif- 
patched all his affaires elſe for a ſudden departure. The night following, 
he was ſecretly conucyed by the ſaid Chariacy, and a friend of his with 
him (being both armed) into the Princes Chamber, where he (while the 
Lady was {oundly {leeping,) ſtood at a gazing window towards the Sea, 
naked in his ſhirt, to rake rhe coole ayre, becauſe the ſeaſon was excee- 
ding hot. Hangs formerly enſtrufed his friend what was to be done, ve- 

ric {oftly they ſtept to the Prince, and running their weapons quite tho. 
row his body immediately they threw him forth of the window. 

Here you are to obſeruc, that the Pallace was ſeated on the Seaſhore, 
and very high , and the window whereart the Prince then ſtood looking 
foorth, was directly ouer divers houſes, which the long continuance of 
time, and inceſſant beating on by the _— of the Sea , had ſo defaced 
and ruined them,as fildome they were viſited by any perſon;whereof the 
Duke hauing knowledge before,was the eaſier perſwaded,thar the falling 
of the Princes body in fo vaſtea place,could neither be heard, or deſcried 
by any. The Duke and his companion hauing thus execured what they 
came for, proceeded yetin their cunning alittle further; caſting a ſtrang- 
ling coard about the necke of Chariacy, ſeeming as it they hugged and 
embraced im: but drewit with ſo maine ſirengrh,thathe neuecr ſpake one 
word after, and ſo threw him downe after the Prince. 

This done, and plainely perceiving that they were not heard or ſeene, 
either by the Lady, or any other : the Duke tooke a light in his hand, go- 
ing on to the bed, where the Lady lay moſt ſweerely {leeping; whom the 
more he beheld, the nnorehe admired and commended: bur if in her gar- 
ments ſhee appeared ſo pleaſing, what did ſhee now in a bed of ſuch ſtare 
and Maicſty > Being no way daunted by his ſo late committed ſinne, but 
ſwimming rather in furtet of joy, his hands all bloody.,and his ſoule much 
more vglic;ke laide him downeon the bed by her,beſtowing infinite kil- 
ſes and embraces on her,ſhe ſuppoſing him to be the Prince all this while, 
no* opening her eyes to be otherwiſe reſolued. But this was not the de- 
light he aimedat, neither did he thinke it ſafe for him, ro delay time with 
any longer tarying there : wherefore having his agents at hand fit and 
conuenient for the purpoſe,they ſurprized her in ſuch ſorr,that ſhe could 
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10t make any noiſe or outcry, and carrying her thorough the fame Falſe 
poſerne, whereat themſclucs had entred, laying her in a Princely litter; 
away they went with all poſhble ſpeede, not tarrying in any place , vnull 
chey were arriued neere Athens . But thither hee would not bring her, 
becauſe himſelte was a married man, bur rather to a goodly Caſtle of 
his owne, not diſtant farre oft from the City ; where he cauſed her to be 
kept very ſecretly (to her no little greefe and ſorrow) yer attended on and 
ſerucd in moſt honourable manner. 

The Gentlemen vſually attending on the Prince, having waited all 
the next morningrill noone, in expeQation of his rifing,and hearingno 
ſtirring in the Cbambec : did chruſt at the doore, which was but onely 
cloſed together, & finding no body there, they preſently imagined, that 
he was priuately gone roſome other place, where (with the Lady whom 
he ſo deerely affeted) heemight remaine ſome few dayes for his more 
contentment, and fo they reſted verily perſwaded. Within ſome fewe 
daycs following, while no other doubt came in queſtion, the Princes 
Foole, entering by chance among the ruined houſes, where lay the dead 
bodics of the Prince and Churicy : tooke hold of the corde about Churia- 
cyesnecke, and ſo went along dragging it after him. The bodye being 
knowne to many, with no meane meruaile, how hee ſhould bee murthe- 
red in ſovile manner : by giftes and faire perſwaſions they wonne him, 
co bring them to the place where hee foundit. And there (to theno 
lictle greefe of all the Cittic) they found the Princes body alſo, which 
they cauſcd to bee interred with all the moſt maiciticke pomp that might 
bee. 

Vpon further inquiſition, who ſhould commit ſo horrid a deed, per- 

ccyuing likewiſe, that the Duke of Athens was not to be found, but was 
cloſely gone : they iudged (according to the truth) that he had his hand 
in this bloody buſinefle, and had carried away the Lady with him. Im- 
mcdiately, they ele&ed the Princes brother ro bee their Lord and Soue- 
raigne, inciting him to reuenge ſo horrid a wrong, and promiling to aſ- 
fiſt kim with their vtmoſt power . The new choſen Prince being aſſured 
aiterward, by other more apparant and remarkeable proofes, that his 
pcople informed him with nothing but truth: ſodainly, and according as 
they had concluded, with the helpe of neighbors, kindred,and frends,col- 
IeCtcd from diuers places ; he muſtred a goodly and powerful army,mar- 
ching on towards Athens, to make war againſt the Duke. 
. Nofoonerheard he of this warlike preparation made againſt him,but 
he likewiſe leuied forces for his ownedefence, and to his ſuccour came 
many great States: among whom,the Emperor of Conſtantinople ſent his 
Sonne Conſtantine, attended on by his Nephew Emanuel, with troopes 
of fairc and towardly horſe, who were moſt honourably welcommed 
and entertained by the Duke, but much more by the Dutcheſle, be- 
Cauſe ſhe was their ſiſter in law. 

Military prouiſion thus proceeding on daily more and more,the Dut- 
chcs making choiſe of a fit and TS 5 houre, took theſe two _ 
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with herto awith-drawing Chamber; and there in flouds of teares flow. 
ing from her eyes, wringing her hands, and ſighing inceſſantly, ſhee re- 
counted the whole Hiſtory, occaſion of the warre, and how diſhonoura-. * 
bly the Duke had dealt with her about this ſtrange woman,whom he pur. 
poſed to keepe in deſpight ofher, as thinking thar ſhe knew ern, ther- 
of, and complaining very earneſtly vnto them , entreated thar for the 
Dukes honour, and her comfort, they would giue their beſt aſſiſtance in 
this caſe. 

The two young Lords knew all this matter, before ſhce thus reported 
it tothem; and therefore, without ſtaying to liſten her any longer, bur 
comforting her ſo wel as they could,wich promiſe oftheir beſt — 
paines:being informed by her,in what place the Lady was fo cloſely kepr, 
they tooke Peir leaue,and parted from her. Often they had heard the La- 
dy much commended,and her incomparable beauty highly extolled,yea, 
euen by the Duke himſelfe ; which made them the more deſirous to ſee 
her:wherefore carneſily they ſalicited him,to letthem haue a ſight ofher, 
and he(forgetting what happened to the Prince, by ſhewing her ſo vnad- 
uiſedlyto him) made them promiſe to grant their requeſt Cauſing amag- 
nificent dinner to be prepared, & in a goody garden,at the Caſtle where 
che Lady waskept:on the morrow morning,attended on by aſmal train, 
away thcy rode ro dine with her. 

Conjtantine being ſeated at the Table, he began ( as one confounded 
with admiration)to obſerue her iudiciouſly,affirming ſecretly to hjs ſoule 
that he had neuer ſeeneſo compleat a woman before;and allowing itfor 
ivſtice,thatthe Duke,or any other whoſocuer, if (to enioy ſo rare a beau- 
ty) they had committed treaſon,or any miſchicfe elſe beſide,yer in reaſon 
they ought to be held excuſed. Nor did he beſtow ſo many lookes vpon 
her,bur his prayſes infinitely ſurpaſſed them, as thinking that he could not 
ſufficiently commend her, following the Duke ſtep by ſtep in affeQion : 
for being now growne amorous of her,and remembrance of the intended 
warre vtterly abandoned; no other thoughts could come neerer him,but 
how to bercaue the Duke of her, yet concealing his loue, and not impar- 
ting it to any one. 

While his fancies were thus amorouſly ſer on fire, the time came,thar 
they muſi make head againſt the Ptince, who alrcady was marching with. 
inthe Dukes Dominions: wherfore the Duke Conſtantine ,and all thereſt, 
according to a counſell held among them, wenr to defend cerraine of the 
frontiers, to the endthat che Prince might paſſe no further. Remaining 
there diuers dayes together , Conſtantine , who could thinke on nothing 
clſe, butthe beautiful Lady,confidered with himſelfe,that while the Duke 
was not fo far off from her, it was ancaſie matterto compaſle his intent: 
hereupon, the better to colourhis preſent returne to Athens, he ſeemed 
to bc ſurprized with a ſudden extreame ſickneſſe, in regard whereof (by 
the Dukes free liſence, and leauing all his power to his Couſen Emanuel) 
forthwith he journeyed backe to Athens. After ſome conference bad with 
his ſiſter,concerning her diſhonorable wrongs endured at his hands only 
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by the Lady: be ſolemnly proteſted,thar if ſhee were ſo pleaſed, he would 

aide her powerfully inthe matrer,by taking her from the place where ſhe 
was, and neuer mote afterward, to be ſeene inthat Countrey any more. 

The Dutcheſlc being faithfully perlwaded,that he wou!d doe this one- 
ly for her ſake,and not in any afteion he bare to the Lady, made anſiver 
that it highly pleaſed her ; alwayes prouided, that it might be performed 
in ſuch ſort,as the Duke her Husband ſhould neuer vnderſtand, that cuer 
ſhee gaue any conſent thereto, which Cons5antine {ware vnto her by ma- 
ny deep oathes,whereby ſhe referred all ro his owne diſpoſition. Conſtan- 
ftine heceupon ſecretly prepared in readineſſe a ſubtill Barke, ſetding it 
(in an cuening) neere to the garden where the Lady rclorted; hauing firſt 
informed the people which were in it, fully in the buſineſſe that was tg be 
done. Afterward, accompanicd with ſome other of his attendants, hee 
went tothe Palace to the Lady,where he was gladly catertained, noton- 
ly by ſuch as waited on her, but alſo by the Lady her ſelfe. 

Leading her along by the arme towards the Garden, attended on by 
ewo of her ſeruants, and two of his owne, ſeeming as ifhe was ſent from 
the Duke, to conferre with her: they walked alone to a Port opening on 
the Sea, which ſtanding ready open, vpon a igne giuen by him to one of 
his complices, the Barke was brought cloſe to the ſhore, andthe Lady 
being ſuddenly ſeized on, was immediately conucycd into it; and he re- 
turning backe to her people, with his ſword drawnein his hand, faide : 
Lctno manſtirte, or ſpeake a word, except he be willing to looſe his life: 
for I intend not to rob the Duke of his faire friend, but to expel the ſhame 
an. diſhonour which he hath oftercd to my Siſter, no one being fo hardy 
as toreturne him any anſwer. Aboard went Conſtantine with his conſorts, 
and ſitting neerto the Lady, who wrung her hands,and wept bitterly; he 
commanded the Marriners to launch forth, flying away on the wings of 
th: wind, till about the breake of day following , they arriucd ar Melaſ/o. 
There they tooke landing ,and repoſed on ſhore for ſome few dayes,Con- 
ſtantinelabouring to comfort the Lady,euen as if ſhee had been his owne 
Siſter, (hee having good cauſe to curſe herinfortunate beauty. 

Going aboard the Barke againe, within few dayes they came to Seta- 
14, and there fearing the reprehenſion of his Father, and leaſt the Ladie 
(hould be taken from him; it pleaſed Conſtantine to make his ſtay, as in a 
placcot no meane ſecurity. And (as before) after much kinde behaui- 
our vſcd rowards the Lady , without any meanes in her ſclfe to redreſle 
the lcall of all theſe great extremities: ſhee became more milde and affa- 
ble,tor diſcoptentment did not a jot quaile her, 

While occurrences paſſed on in this manner, it fortuned, that Osbech 
tac King of Turky (who was in continuall war with the Emperour) came 
by accident to Laidzzo: and hearing there how Jaſciuiouſly Conſtantine 
ſpent his time in Seralza,with a Lady which he had ſtolne,being but weake 
and {lenderly guarded; inthe night with certaine well provided ſhips, his 
men & he entredthe Towne, & ſurprized many people in their beds, be- 
fore they knew oftheir enemies coming, killing ſuch as Kood ypontheir 
3 defence 
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defence againſt them , ( among whom was Con#antine ) and burning 


the whole Towne, broughttheir booty and priſoners aboard thcir ſhips, 
wherewith they returned backe to 414229. Being thus come to Laiazzy, 
Osbech , who was a braue and gallant young man , vpon areuiew of the 
pillage; found the faire Lady, whom hee knew to be the beloued of Cog. 


ſtantine, becauſe ſhee was foundlying on his bed. Without any further 


delay, he made choyſe of her to be his Witez cauling hisnuprials to be 
honourably ſollemnized, and many moneths hee liued there in great loy 
with her. 

But before occaſions grew to this efte, the Emperour made a con. 
federacy with Baſſano, King of Cappadocia, that hee ſhould deſcend with 
his forces, one way vpon Osbech, and hee would aſſault him with his 

ower on the other. But he could not ſo conueniently bring this to paſle, 
eee the Emperour would not yeeld to Baſ/ano, in any vnreaſonable 
marter he demanded. Neuertheleſſe,when he vnderſtood what had hap- 
pened to his Son (for whom his griefe was beyond all meaſure) he gran- 
tedthe King of C appadociaes mew .olliciting him withall inſtancy,to be 
the more ſpeedy in aſſailing Osbech. It was not long, before hee heard of 
this coniuration made againſt him;zand therefore ſpeedily muſtered vp all 
his forces , ere he would be encompaſſed by two ſuch potent Kings, and 
marched on to meete the King of Cappadocia, leauing his Lady and Wite, 
(for her ſafety) at Laiazzo, in the cuſtodie of a true and loyallſeruant of 
his. | 

Wibin a ſhort while after,he drew neere the Campe belonging to the 
King of Cappadocia,where boldly he gaue him batrel};chancing therein to 
be {laine,his Army broken and diſcomfited,by meanes whereof the King 
'of Cappaaocia rem aining Conquerour , marched on towards Laiazzs, 
euery one ycelding him obeyſance all the way as he went. Inthe meane 
ſpace, the ſervant to Osbech, who was named Antiochns, and with whom 
the faire Lady was left in guard ; although hee was aged, yet ſecing ſhee 
was ſo extraordinarily beautifull, he fell in loue with her, forgercing the 
ſollemne vowes he had madeto his Maſter. One happineſle hee had in 
this caſc to helpe him, namely, that he vnderſtood and could ſpeake her 
language, a matter of no meane comfort to her; who conſtrainedly had 
liued diuers yeeres together, in the ſtate of a deafe or dumbe woman, be- 
cauſe cuery where clſe they vnderſtood her nor, nor ſhee them, butby 
ſhewes and ſignes. 

This benefit of familiar conference, beganne to embolden his hopes, 
elenate his courage, and make him ſeeme more yourhfull in his owne o- 
pinion, then any ability of body could ſpeake vnto him, or promiſe him 
in the poſſeſſiggot her, who was fo farre beyond him, and ſo vnequallto 
be enioyed by him: yetto aduance his hopes a great deale higher, newes 
came, that Osbech was vanquiſhed and ſlaine, and that Baſ/ano made cue- 
ric where havocke of all: whereon they concluded together, notto tarrie 
there any longer,bur ſtoring themſelues with the goods of Osbech,ſecret- 
ly they departed thence to Rhodes, Being ſeated there in ſome indifferent 
abiding 
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abicing, , IT Came to paſſe, that Antioch fell into a deadly ſickneſſe, ro 
whom cane a Cyprian Merchant , one much eſtecmed by him , as being 
an intimate friend and kinde So 1” and in whom hee repoſed no 
(mall confidence. Feeling his fickneſle to'cncreaſe more and more vpon 
him dayly, hee determined, not onely to lcaueſuch wealth as hee had to 
this Merchant, but the faire Lady likewiſe; and calling them both to his 
beds {ide,he brake his minde vnto them in this manner. 

Dearc Loue, and my moſt worthily reſpeRed fricnd,I perceive plain- 
ly and infallibly, that I am drawing ncere vnto my end, which much diſ- 
contenteth me ; becauſe my hope was,to haueliued longer in this world, 
for the enioying of your kinde and moſt eſteemed company. Yet one 
thing maketh my death very pleaſing and welcome to me, namely, chat 
lying thus in my bed of lateſt comfort in this life : I ſhall expire and finiſh 
my courſe, in the armes ofthoſe two perſons , whom I moſt affecedin 
all this world, as you wy cuer deareſt friend, and you faire Lady, whom 
(ince the very firſt ſight of you) Iloucd and honoured in my ſoule. Irk- 
ſome and very grieuous it isto me, that (if I dyc) I ſhall leauc you here a 
ſtranger , without the counſaile and helpe of any body : and yet much 
more offenſiue would it become, if I had nor ſuch a friend as you here 
preſent, who I am faithfully perliwaded, will haue the like care and reſpe& 
of her (cuen for my ſake) asof my ſelte , iftime had allotted my longer 
tarying here. And therefore (worthy friend) moſt carneſtly I defire you, 
that if I dyc,all mine affaires and ſhe may remaine to yourtruſty care, as 
being (by my ſelfe) abſolutely commended to your prouidence, and ſo 
to diſpoſe both of the one and other, as may beſt agree with the comforr 
ofmy ſoule. As for you (choiſe beauty) Ihhumbly entreate, thar after my 
ccath you would not forget mee, to the end, I may make my vaunt in 
another world, that I was affe&ed here , by the onely faireſt Lady that 
cuer Nature framed. It of theſe two things you will give me aſſurance ; I 
{halldepart from you with no meane comfort, 

The friendly Merchant, and likewiſe the Lady , hearing theſe words, 
wept both bitrerly , and after hee had giuen ouer ſpeaking : kindly they 
comforted him , with promiſe and ſolemne vowes, that ifhee dyed, all 
ſhould be performed which he had requeſted. Within a ſhort while at- 
ter, he departed out of this life, and they gaue him very honourable bu- 
riall, according to that Country cuſtome. VVhich being done, the Mer- 
chant diſpatching all his affaires at Rhodes, was defirous to returne home 
to Cypr5, in a Carrack of the Catelans then there being : mouing the 
Lady in the marrer , to vnderſtand how ſhee ſtood enclined, becaule vr- 
gent occaſions called him rhence to Cyprus. The Lady made anſwere, 
that (he was willing to paſſe thither with him , hoping for the loue hee 
bare to deceaſed Antioch, that he would reſpeQ her as his-Siſter, The 
Merchant was willing to giue her any contentment,but yet reſolued her, 
that vnder the title of being his Siſter, it would be no warrant of ſecurity 
totem both ; whereforc hee rather aduiſed her, to ſtile him as her huſ- 
band, and hee would terme her his wife, and ſo hee ſhould be ſure to de- 
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fend her from all iniuries whatſocuer. 

Being abord the Carrack, they had a Cabine and ſma!l bed conueni- 
ently allowed them, where they ſlept together, that they might the better 
be reputed as man and wite, for, to paſſe otherwiſe, would haue beene 
very dangerous to them both. And queſtionleſle, their fairhfull promiſe 
made at Rhodesto Antiochws , ficknefſle on the Sea, and mutuall reſpe& 
they had of each others credit, was aconſtant reſtraint to all wanton de- 
fires, and a motiue rather to incite chaſtity , then otherwiſe, and ſo (I 
hope) you are perſwaded of them, Bur howſocuer, the windes blewe 
merily, the Carrack ſayled luſtily , and (by this time) they are arriued at 
Baffa, where the Cyprian Merchant dwelt , and where ſhee continued a 
long while with him , no one knowing otherwite , but that ſhee was his 
wife indeede. 

Now it fortuned,that there arrined alſo at the ſame Baffa (about ſome 
eſpeciall occaſions of his) a Gentleman,whoſe name was Aztigonwus, well 
ſtept into yeares, and better ftored with wiſcdome then wealth : becauſe 
by medliog in many matters , wile hee followed the ſeruice of the King 
of Cypr1#s, Fortune had beene very aduerſe to him. This ancient Gentle- 
man, paſſing (on a day) by the houſe where the Lady lay , andthe Mers- 
chant being gone abour his buſineſſe into Armenra: hee chancedto ſee 
the Lady at a window of the houſe, and becauſe ſhee was very beautifull, 
he obſerued her the more aduiſedly,recolleing his ſences together,thar 
(doubtleſſe he had ſeenc her before , but in what placehce could not re- 
member. The Lady her ſelfe likewiſe , who had ſo long time beene For- 
runes tennis ball, and the termeof her many miſeries drawing now neere 
ending : began toconceiue (vpon the very firſt ſight of Antigone) that 
ſhe had formerly ſeene him in Alexanzria , ſeruing her Father in place of 
oreat degree. Hercupon, aſuddaine hope perſwaded her, thatby the 
advice and furtherance of this Gentleman, ſhe ſhould recouer her won- 
red Royall condition: and opportunity now aptly fitting her, by the ab- 
ſence of her pretended Merchant, husband, ſheſent for him, requeſting 
tohane a few words with him, 

When he was come into the houſe, ſhe baſhfully demanded of him, if 
he was not named Antigonus of Famagoita, becauſe ſhee knew one (like 
him) ſo called ? Hee anſwered, that he was ſo named, ſaying moreouer: 
Madame, me thinkes that I ſhould know you , bur I cannot remember 
where I haue ſeene you , whereforeI would entreate (if it might ſtand 
with your good liking) that my memory might be quickned with better 
knowledge of you. The Lady perceiuing him to be the man indeede, 

- weeping inceſſantly, ſhethrew herarmes about his necke, and ſoone at- 
ter asked Antizonus (who ſtood as one confounded with mervaile) if hee 
had neuer ſecne her in Alexandria? Vpon theſe words, Antigonus knew her 
immediatly to be Alathie/{a,daughter to the great Soldane,who was ſup- 
poſed (long ſince) to be drowned inthe Sca: and offering ro doe her 
fuch reverence as became him , ſhe would not permithim , but defired, 


that he would be aſliſtanc to her, and willed him alſo to fit downe a while 
by her. A goodly 
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A good] y Chaire being brought him, in very humble manner he de- 
manded ofher, what had become of herin ſo long a time: becauſe it 
was verily beleeued cthroughour all Egypt, that ſhee was drowned in the 
Sea. [ would ithad bin ſo,anſwered the Lady, rather then tolcade ſuch 
a life as I haue done; and | thinke my Father himifelfe would wiſh it ſo, if 
cucrhe (ſhould come to the knowledge thereof. With theſe words the 
rearcs rained downe her faire cheekes : wherefore Antigonws thus ſpake 
vnto her. Madame, diſcomfort not your ſelfe before you haue occaſion, 
but (if you beſo pleaſed) relate your paſſed accidentsto mee, and what 
che courle of your life hath bene : perhaps, I ſhall giue you ſuch friendly 
aduice as May ſtand you in ſted,and no way be iniurious to you. 

Fetching a ſigh, cuen asif her heart would have ſplit in ſunder, thus 
ſhe replyed. Ah Antrzonms, me thinkes when I looke on thee , lieeme 
to behold my royall Father, and therefore mooued with the like religi- 
ous zeale and charitable loue, as (in duty) I owe vnto him : I will make 
knowne to thee, what I rather ought to conceale,and hide from any per- 
ſon liuing. I know thee to bee honourable, diſcreete, and truely wiſe , 
though i am a fraile, {imple, and weake woman, therefore I dare diſco- 
ver to thee, rather then any other that I know, by what ſtraunge and vn- 

- expected misfortunes, I hauelived ſo long obſcurely in the world. And 
ifin thy great and graue judgement (after the hearing of my many miſc- 
ries) thou canſt any way reſtore me to my former eſtate, I pray thee do it: 
bur if thou perceiue it impoſſible co bee done, as earneſtly likewiſe I en- 
create thee, neuer to reucale to any liuing perſon, that cither thou haſt 
ſecne me, or heard any ſpeech of me. After theſe words, the teares (till 
ſireaming from her faire eyes, (hee recounted the whole paſſage of her 
rare miſhaps, euen from her ſhipwracke in the Sea of Mazorica,vntil that 
very inſtant houre ; ſpeaking them inſuch harſh manner as they hapned, 
and not ſparing any iot of them. 

Antizonts being mooued to much compaſſion, declared how hee pi- 
tied her by his teares, and hawfng bene ſilent an indifferent while,as con- 
{idering in this caſe) what was beſt to be done, thus he began . Madam, 
(ceing you haue paſt through ſuch a multitude of misfortunes, yet vndil- 
couered, what and who you are : I will render you as blameleſle to your 
Father, and eſtate you as fairely in his loue, as at the hour when you par- 
ted from him, and afterward make you wife tothe King of Cholcos . She 
demanding of him,by what meanes poſſibly this could be accompliſhed: 
breetely he made it knowne to her, how, and in what manner hee would 
performe it. 

To cut off futther tedious circumſtances, forthwith he returned to Fa- 
”420;ta, and going before the King ofthe country,thus he ſpake to him. 
Sir, you may (if ſo you will be pleaſed) inan inſtant, do me an exceeding 
honor, who haue bene impoueriſhed by your ſeruice, and alfo a deed of 
great renowne to your ſelte, without any much matter of expence and 
colt. The King demanding how ? Antigone thus anſwered. The fayre 
daughter of the Soldanc, ſo generally reported to bedrowned,is arriued 

at 
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at Baffa, and to preſcrue her honour from blemiſhing, hath ſuffered ma- 
ny croſſes and calamities : being at this inſtant in very poore eſtate, yet 
deſirous to re-vilite her father. It you pleaſe ro ſend her home vnder my 
condu, it will be great honour to you, and no meane benefite to mee : 
Which kindneſle will for cuer be thankfully remembred by the Soldan, 

The King in royall magnificence, replied ſodainly, that he was highly 
pleaſed with theſe good tydings ; & hauing ſent honourably for her Po 
Baffa, with great pompe ſhe was conducted to Famago;ta,and there moſt 
graciouſly welcommed both by the King and Queene, with folemne rri- 
umphes, bankets, and reuelling, performed in moſt Maieſticke manner. 
Being queſtioned by the King and Queene, concerning ſo large atime 
of ſtrange misfortunes : according as Antizonws had tormerly enftruced 
her,fo Tia ſhe ſhape the forme of her anſwers, and ſatisfied (withhonor) 
all their demands. So, within few dayes after, vpon her earneſt & inſtant 
requeſt ; withan honourable traine of Lords and Ladies , ſhee was fenr 
thence, and condutted all the way by Artigonws, vntill ſhe came vnto the 

Soldans Court. 

After ſome few dayes of her repoſing there, the Soldan was defirous 
to vnderſtand, how ſhe could pofhbly live ſo long, in any Kingdome or 
Prouince whatſocuer, and yet no knowledge to bee taken of her ? The 
Lady, who perfeQly retained by heart, and had all her leſſons at her fin- 
gers ends, by the warie inſtruQtions which Anon had giuen her, an- 
ſwered her fatherin this manner. Sir, about the twentith day after my 
departure from you, a verie terrible and dreadtull tempeſt ouer-tooke vs, 
ſo that in dead time of the night, our ſhip being ſplit in ſunder vpon the 
ſands, neereto a place called Yarys ; what became of all the men that 
were aboord, I neither know, oreuer heard of. Onely I remember,hen 
when death appeared, and I being recoucred from death to life cerraine 
pezants of the countrey, comming to get whart they could finde in the 
ſhip ſo wrackt, I was firſt (with two of my women)brought and ſer ſafely 
on the ſhore. 

No ſooner were we there, but certaine rude ſhagge-haird villaines ſer 
vpon vs, carrying away from me both my women,then haling me along 
by the haire of my head, neither teares or interceflions could draw any 
pitty from them. As thus they dragd me into aſpacious Woodd, foure 
horſemen on a ſodaine came riding by, who ſeeing how diſhonourably 
the villaines vſed me, reſcued me from them, and forced them to flight: 
But the foure horſemen, ſeeming (in my iadgement) to bee perſons of 
power and authority, letting them go, came to mee, vrging ſundry que- 
ſtions to me, which neither [ vnderſtood, or they minc anſwers. Aﬀeer 
many deliberations held among themſclues,ſerting me vpon one of their 
horſes, they brought me to a Monaſtery of religious women, according 
to the cuſtome of their law : and there, whatſocuer they did or ſayde, 1 
know not, but | was moſt benignely welcommed thither, and honoured 
of them extraordinarily, where (with them in deuotion) I dedicated my 
feltc to the Goddeſle ofchaſtity, who is highly reucrenced and regarded 
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imong the women of that Countrey, and co her religions ſeraice, they : 
tre wholly addicted. | 

Alter I had continued ſome timne among them, and learned a little of 
their language 3 they asked me, of whence, and whar I was. Reaſon gauc 
me ſo much vnderſtanding, to be feartu)l of telling them the trueth, tor 
feare of cxpullion from among them, as an enemy to their Law and Re- 
ligion : wherefore ] anſwered (according as neceſſity vrged) that I was 
daugler to a Gentleman of Cyprus, who ſent me to bee marricd in Can- 
die ; bur our forrunes (meaning ſuch as had the charge of mce') fell our 
quite Contrary to our expectation, by loſſes, Shipwracke,and other mil- 
chances ; adding many matters more beſide, onely in regard of feare, & 
ycelding obedicntly to obferue their cuſtomes. 

Ar length, ſhe that was in checteſt preheminence among theſe Wo- 
men (whom they termed by the name of their Lady Abbeſle) demaun- 
ded of me, whither I was willing to abide in that condition of life, or to 
returve home againe into Cyprus. I anſwerd,that I deſired nothing more. 
But ſhe, being very carcfull of mine honour, would never repoſe conh- 
dence in any that came for Cyprus; till two honeſt Gentlemen of Fraxce, 
who hapned thirther about tewo moneths ſince, accompanied with their 
wines, one of them being a necre kinſwoman to the Lady Abbeſle.. And 
ſhe well knowing, thart they trauclled in pilgrimageto /er»/alem, to viſit 
the holy Sepulcher, where (as they belecue)that he whom they held for 
their God was buried, after the Iewes had pur him to death : recom- 
mended me to their loving truſt, with eſpecial charge, for delivering me 
ro my Father in Cyprus. What honourable loue and reſpe& I found in 
the company ofrhoſe Gentlemen and their wiues, during our voyage 
backe to Cyprres : the hiſtory would be ouer-tedious in reporting, neither 
151: mach materiall ro our purpoſe, becauſe your demandis to another 
elic's 
Sayling on proſperouly in our Ship, it was not long, before wee arri- 
ued at Baffa, where being landed, and not knowing any perſon , neither 
what 1 ſhould ſay tothe Gentlemen, who onely were carclull for deli- 
vcring me to my Father, according as they were charged by the reuerend 
Abbeſle: it was the will of heauen doubtleſle (in pitty and compaſſion of 
my paſſeq diſaſters) that I was no ſooner come on ſhore at Baffa : bur ] 
ſnould there haply meete with Antigonus , whome I called vnto in our 
countrey Language, becauſe I would not be vnderſtood by the Gentle- 
men nor their wiues, requeſting him to acknowledge me as his Daugh- 
ter. Quickly he apprehended mine intention, accompliſhing what I re- 
queltcd, and (according to his poore power) moſt bounteoully feaſted 
tac Gentlemen and their wiues, conduRting me to the K. of Cyprus, who 
rece1uedme royally, and ſent me hometo you with ſo much honour,as I 
am no way able to relate, har elſe remainerh to be ſaid, Amtizonus who 
bath oft heard the whole ſtory of my fortunes, at berter leiſure wil repore. 

Antizoniss then turning to the Soldan,faid : My Lord,as ſhee hath of 
ten told me,and by relation both of the Gentlemen andtheir wiues, ſhe 
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hath deliuered nothing bur trueth, Onely ſhee hath forgotten ſome. 
what worth the ſpeaking , as thinking it not fit for herto vtter, becauſe* 
(indeede) it is not ſo conuenient for her. Namely, how much the Gen. 
tlemen and their wines (with whom ſhe came) commended the rare ho- 
neſty and integrity of life, as alſo the vnſportedvertue, wherein ſheliued, 
among thoſe chaſic Religious women, as they conſtantly (both with 
teares ani} ſolemne proteſtations) auouched to me, when kindly they re. 
ſigned their charge to mee. Ofall which matters, and many more be- 
ſide, if I ſhould make diſcourſe to your Excellencie ; this whole day, the 
night enſuing, and the next oo full extendure, are not ſufficient to ac- 
quaint you withall. Letit ſuffice then, that I have ſaid ſo much, as (both 
by the reports, and mine owne vnderſtanding) may giue you faithful 
aſſurance , to make your Royall vaunt ; of having the fayreſ, mod 
vertuous, and honeſt Lady ro your Daughter , of any King or Prince 
whatlocuer. 

The Soldane was ioyfull beyond all meaſure , welcomming both him 
and the reſt in molt itately manner, oftentimes entreating the Gods very 
heartily,that be might liue to requite them with equal: recompence,who 
had ſo graciouſly honoured his daughter: but(aboue all the reſt)the King 
of Cyprus, who ſent her home ſo maieſtically. And hauing beſtowne 
great gitts on Antigonss, within a few dayes after, hee gaug him leaueto 
returne to Cyprus : with thankfull fauours tothe King as well by Letters, 
as alſo by Ambaſladours expreſly ſent , both from himſelfe and his 
daughter. 

$7 'hen as this buſineſſe was fully finithed, the Soldane, deſiring to ac- 
compliſh what formerly was intended and begun, namely, that ſhee 
might be wife to the King of Cholcos: he gaue him intelligence of all thar 
had happened, writing moreouer to him, that (if he were ſo pleaſed) hee 
would yet ſend her in Royall manner to him. The King of Cholcos was 
exceeding ioytull of theſe glad tydings, and diſpatching a worthy trayne 
to fetch her, the was conuayed thither very pompouſly,and ſhe who had 
beene embraced by ſo many , was recciued by him as an honeſt virgine, 
livinglong time after with him in much joy and felicity. And theretore, 
it hath beene ſaid as a common Prouerbe : The mouth well kiſt comes 
got ſhort of good fortune, butis ſtillrenewed like the Moone, 
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The Count 1) Angiers being faljly accuſed, wes baniſhed out of France, (left 
his two children in England in dizers places. Returning after ward (won- 
knywne) thorow Scotland, hee found them aduanced onto great dignty. 
Then, repayring in the habite of a Seruitour,, into the King of France his 
Armic, and his innocencie made publiquely knowne, hee was reſeated mm his 
former honourable degree, 

The cight Nouell. 

uy hereby all men may plainely onaerſtand , that loyalt; fauthfully kept tothe 
Prince (what perils ſo ener doe enſue) doth yet nenerthele(/e renowne a man, 
and brinz him to farre greater honour, | 
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He Ladics fighcd very often , hearing the variety of wotull miſcries 

happening to Alathiei{a; but who knoweth, what occaſion moned 
them ro thoſe tighes? Perhaps there were ſome among them, who ra- 
ther ſighed they could not be fo often married as ſhe was, rather then for 
any other compaſſion they had of her diſaſters. Bur Icauing that to their 
owne conſtruction, they {miled merrily at the laſt ſpeeches of Pamphilus, 
and the Queene percceuuingthe Nouell ro be ended : (hee-ixed her eye 
vpon Madame Eliza, as ſignifying thereby, that ſhe was next to ſucceeds 
in order, which ſhee ioyfully cmbracing, ſpake as followerh. The field is 
very large and ſpacious, wherein all this day we haue walked, and there is 
not any one here, ſo wearicd with running the former races, bur nimbly 
would aduenture on as many more,{o copious are the alterations of For- 
tunc,jinſad ceperition of her wonderfull changes: and among the infinity 
ot her various courſes, I muſt make addition of another,which I cruſt will 
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When the Romaine Empire was tranſlated from the French to the 
Germains,mighty diſſentions grew between both the nations, infomuch 
that it drew a diſmall and alingring warre. In which reſpeQ, as well for 
the ſafety of his owne Kingdome , as to annoy and diſturbe his enemies, 
the King of France and one of his ſonnes, hauing congregarted the forces 
of their owne dominions , 2s alſo of their friends and confederates, th 
reſolucd manfully to encounter their enemies. But before they would 
aduentute on any raſh proceeding ; they held ir as the chiefeſt part of 
pollicic and Royall prouidence, notto leaue the State without a chiefe 
or Gouernour. And having had good experience of Gwaltier , Counte 
D' Anziers,to be a wiſe, worthy, and moſttruſty Lord,ſingularly expert 
in militaric diſcipline , and faithfull in all affaires of the Kingdome (yer 
fitter for caſe and pleaſure, then laborious toyle and trauaile : ) hee was 

cle&cd Lieutenant Gouernour in their ſted , ouer the whole Kingdome 
of France,and then they went on in their enterprize. 

Now began the Counteto executethe office committed to his truſt, 
by orderly proceeding , and with great diſcretion , yet notentring into 
any buſineſſe , without conſent of the Queene and her faire daughter in 
law : who although they were left vnderhis care and cuftodie , yet (not- 
withſtanding) he honoured them as his ſuperiaurs, and as the dignity of 
their quality required. Heere you are to obſerue , concerning Count 
Gualtier himſelfe, that he was a moſt compleat perſon, aged little aboue 
forty yeares; as affable and (ſingularly conditioned , as any Noble man 

offivly could be, nor did thoſe times afford a Gentleman, that cqualled 
im in all reſpeQs. It fortuned, that the King and his ſonne being buſic 
in the afore-named warre, the wife and Lady of Counte Gealtier dicd in 
the meane while, leauing him onely a ſonne and a daughter, very young 
and of tender yeares , which made his owne home the lefſe welcome to 
him, hauing loſt his deare Loue and ſecond ſelfe. 

Hereupon, hee reſorted ro the Court of the ſaid Ladies the more fre- 
quently , often conferring with them, about the waighty affaires of the 
Kingdome : in which time ofſo ſerious interparlance, ghe Kings Sonnes 
wife , threw many affeQionate regards vpon him», conuaying ſuch con- 
ſpiring paſſions to herheart (in regard ofhis perſon and vertues) that her 
loue exceeded all capacity of gpouernement. Her deſires our. ſtepping all 
compaſle of modeſty, or the dignity ofher Princely condition ; throwes 
off all regard of ciuill and ſoberthoughrs, and guides her into a Laby- 
rinth of wanton imaginations, For, ſhe regards not now the eminencic 
of his high authority, his grauity of yearcs , and thoſe parts that arethe 
true conducts to honour : but lookes vpon her ewne looſe and laſciuious 
appetite, her young, gallant, and ouer-ready yeelding nature , compa- 
ring them with his want of a wife, and likely hope (thereby) of her ſooner 
prnaney ; ſuppoſing, that nothing could be her hinderance, but onely 

; baſhfull ſhame-facednefſe, which ſhe rather choſe viterly to forſake and 
ſer aſtde, then to faile of her hote enflamed affeion, and therefore, ſhee 
would ncedes be the diſcouerer of her owne diſgrace. 
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Vpon aday , being alone by her ſelic , and the tumc ſeeming ſutcable 
-oher intention: ſhee ſent for the Counte, vnder colour of {ome other 
portant conference with him, The Counte D' Angters,whoſe thoughts 
were quite contrary to hers : immediately went to her, where they both 
fitting downe together on a beds {ide in her Chamber , according as for- 
merly ſhce had plotted her purpoſe twice hee demaunded of her, vpon 
what occaſion ſhe had thus ſent for him. She fitting a long while ſilent, 
as if ſhe had no anſ{were to make himepreſled by the violence of her amo- 
rous paſſions, a vermillion tinQure leaping vp into her face, yet ſhame 
enforcing teares from her eyes, with words broken and halfe contuſcd, ar 
laſt ſhe began to deliver her minde in this manner. 

Honourable Lord, and my dearely reſpected friend, being fo wile a 
man as you are , it 1s no Cirhcult matter for you to know , whar a fraile 
condition is impoſed both on men and women ; yer (for diuers occali- 
ons) much more vpon the one, then the other. Vherefore deſcrttully, 
in the cenſurg of a iuſt and vpright Iudge, a fault of divers conditions(in 
reſpect of the perſon) ought not to becenſured with one and the ſame 
puniſhment. Belide, who will notſay, that a man or woman of poore 
and meane eſtate, having no other helpefor maintainance,but laborious 
rrauaile of their bodies ſhould worthily receiue more ſharpe reprchen(1- 
on, in ycelding to amorous deſires, or ſuch paſhons as arc incitcd by 
loue;then a wealthy Lady whole liuing relieth not on her paines or cares, 
neither wanteth any thing that ſhe can wiſh to haue: I daxe greſume,thar 
you your ſelfe will allow this ro be equalland juſt. In whith reſpe&, I am 
of the minde, that the fore-named allegations , ought to ſerue-as a ſufh- 
cient excuſe, yea, and to the aduantage of her who 1s ſo poſleſled, it the 
paſhons of loue ſhould ouer-reach her : alwaycs prouided, that ſhee can 
pleade(inher owne defence) the choiſe of a wiſe and vertuous fricnd,an» 
{weable to her owne condition and quality,andno way to betaxcd with 
al{erutle or vile eleCtion. | 

Theſe two eſpeciall obſeruations, allowable in my indgemient, and li- 
u1ngnow in mg, ſeazing on my youthfull blood and yeares : have found 
no mean inducement to louc,in regard of my husbands far diſtance from 
me, medling in the rude vnciuill ations of warre, when he ſhould rather 
be athome in more ſweet imployment. You ſce Sir, that theſe Orators 
aduancethemſclues here in your preſence, to acquaint you with the ex- 
tremity of my ouer-commanding agony:and if the ſame power hath do- 
minion in you, which your diſcretion (queſtionleſle) cannor be voide of; 
then let me entreate ſuch aduiſe from you, as may rather helpe, then hin- 
der my hopes. Beleeue it then fortrueth Sir, that the long abſence of 
my husband from me, the ſolitary condition wherein I amlett, ill agree- 
ing with the hot vlood running in my veines, &the temper of my earneſt 
deſires : haue ſo prevailed againſt my ſtrongeſt reſiſtances,that not onely 
{o weake a woman as Iam , but any man of much more potent might 
(liuing in eaſe and idlencſſe as I doe)cannot withſtand ſuch continuall aſ- 
Jaults, haning no other helpe then fleſh and blood. 
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"_ Nor am I ſo ignorant , but publique knowledge of ſuch an error in 
me , would be reputed a ſhrewd taxation of honeſty : whereas (onthe 
other ſide) ſecret carriage, and heedfull managing ſuch amorous affaires, 
may paſſe for currant without any reproach. Andlet me tell you Noble 
Counte, that I repute Louc h:ghly tauourableto mee, by guiding my 
wdgement with ſuch moderation, to make cleRion of a wile, worthy, 
and honourable friend, fit to enioy the grace ofa farre greater Lady then 
I am, and the firſtlerrer ofhis name, is the Count D*Angrers. For ifer- 
ror haue not miſled mine eye, as in Loue no Lady can be cafily decei. 
ucd : for perſon, perfeions, and all parts moſt ro be commended ina 
man ,,the whole Realme of Fraxce containeth not your cquall. Obſeruc 
beſide , how forward Fortune ſheweth herlelfe to vs both in this calc, 
you to be deſtitute of a wife , as] am of an husband; for I count him as 
dead to me, when he denies me the duties belonging to a wife. VVhere- 
fore, in regard of the vnfaigned afftcQion I beare you, and compaſſion, 
which you ought to have of Royall Princefle, cuen almoſt ſicke rodeath 
for your ſake : I carneſtly entreate you, not to denie me your louing ſo. 
ciety, but pittying my youth and hicry afflitions (never to be quenched 
but by your kindneſſe) I may enioy my hearts defare. 

As ſhee vttercd theſe words, the teares ſtreamed aboundantly downe 
her faire cheekes , preuenting her of any further ſpeech: ſo that deie- 
Qing herhead into her boſome , oucrcome with the predominance of 
her paſſions ; ſhe fell vpon the Countes knee, whereas elſe ſhee had 
falne vpon theYround. Vhen hee, like aloyall and moſt honourable 
man , ſharply reprehended her fonde and icle loue, and when ſhee 
would haue embraced him about the necke ; hee repulſed her rough- 
ly from him , proteſting vpon his honour. ble reputation , that tather 
then hee would ſo wrong his Lord and Maiſter, he would cndure a thou- 
ſand deathes. 

The Lady ſeeing her deſire diſappointed, and her fond expeQation 
vtterly fruſtrated : grewe inſtantly torgerfull of her inzemperate loue, 
and falling into extremity of rage , conuerted her former gentle ſpec- 
ches, into this harſh and ruder language. Villaine (quoth ſhee) ſhall 
the longing comforts of my life , be abridged by thy baſe and ſcorne- 
full deniall? Shall my defirution bce wrought by thy currith vnkind- 
neſſe, and all my hoped ioyes be defeated in a moment 2 Know flaue, 
that I did not ſo earneſtly defire thy fweet embracements before , but 
now as deadly I hate and deſpiſe them, which either thy death or baniſh- 
meat ſhall dearely pay for. No ſooner had ſhee thus ſpoken, buttea-. 
ring her haire, andrenting her garments in pieces , ſhee ranne about 
like a diſtrated woman, crying out aloude : Helpe, helpe, the Count 
D Angiers will forcibly diſhonour mee , the luſtfull Count will violence 
mine honour. 

D Angiers (ecing this, and fearing more the malice of the ouer-cre- 
dulous Court, then cither his owne conſcience, or any diſhonourable 


a& by him commirced, belecuing likewiſe, thar her ſlanderous accuſai- 
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on would bee credited, aboue his true and ſpotleſſe innocency : cloſe! 

he conucycd himſelte our of the Court , making what haſt hee could, 

home to his owne houſe, which being roo weake for warranting his (afe- 

ty vpon ſuch purſuite as would be vied _ him, withour any further 

1duice or counſell, he ſeated his two children on horſcbacke,himſelfe al- 
ſo being but meanly mounred, thus away thence hee wentto Calice. 

Vponthe clamour and noiſe of the Lady , the Courtiers quickly floc- 
ked thither; and, as lies ſoone winne beleeic in haſty opinions, vpon any 
filly or ſhallow ſurmiſe : ſo did her accuſation paſſe for currant, andthe 
Counts aduancement being enujed by many, made his honeſt carriage 
(in this caſe) the more ſuſpeed. In haſt and madding fury, they ran to 
the Counts houſes, to arreſt his perſon, and carry him to priſon : bur 
when they could not finde him, they raced his goodly buildings dowye 
to the ground, and vſed all ſhametull violence to them.Now, as il newes 
fildome wants a ſpeedy Meſſenger; fo, in lefle ſpace then you will ima- 
gine, the King and Dolphin heard thereofin the Camp,and were there- 
with ſo highly offended, that the Count hada fodaine and ſcuere con- 
demnartion, all his progeny being ſentenced with perpetuall exile, and 
promiſes of great and bountifull rewards, to ſuch as could bring his bo- 
dy aliue or dead. 

Thus the innocent Count, by his ouer-haſty and ſodaine flight,made 
himſelfe guilty of this foule imputarion : and arriuing at Ca/ice with his 
children, their poore and homely habites, hid them from being knowne, 
and thence they croſſed ouer into England, ſtaying no where vntill hec 
came to London. Before he would enter into the City, he gauc diuers 
goodaduertiſements to his children, but eſpecially two precepts abouc 
all che reſt . Firſt, with patient ſoules ro ſupport the poore condition, 
whereto Fortune (without any offence in him or them) had thus dceiec- 
tedthem. Next, that they ſhould haue moſt heedfull care, at no time to 
diſcloſe from whence they carne, ot whoſe chilJren they were,becaulc it 
extended tothe perill of their liues. His Sonne,being named Lewes,and 

| now about nine yeares old, his daughter called Yiolenta, and aged ſeauen 
yeares , did both obſerue their fathers dircQion, as afterward ir did 
ſufficiently appeare. And becauſe rhey might liue in the ſafer ſecuri- 
tic, hee thought it for the beſt ro*change their names , calling his ſonne 
Perotto , and his daughter Gianetta , for thus they might beſt eſcape vn- 
knowne, 

Being entred into the Citty, and in the poore eſtate of beggers, they 
craued cuery bodies mercy and almes. It came to paſſe, thac ſtanding 
one morning at the Cathedral Church-doore, a great Lady of England, 
being then wife to the Lord high Marſhall, coming forth of the Church, 
eſpied the Count and his children there begging. Ofhim ſhe demanded 
what Countrey-man he was? and whether thoſe children were his owne, 
orno? The Count replycd, that he was borne in Picardy,and for an vn- 
happy fa& commited by his eldeſt ſonne (a ſtripling of more hopeful} 
expectation, then proued) hee was enforced, with thoſe his two other 
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children to forſaie his country. The Lady being by nature very pittiful, 
looking aduiſedly on the yong Girle, be ganne to grow in good liking of 
her ; becauſe (indeede) ſhe was amiable,gentle,and beautifull whereup- 
on ſhee ſaide. Honeſt wan, thy daughter hath a pleaſing countenance, 
and (perhaps) her inward diſpoſition may prooue anſwerable to hir out. 
ward goods parts : if therctore thou canſt bee content to leauc her with 
me, I will giue her cntertainment,and vpon her dutifull carriage and be- 
hauiour, it ſhe live to ſuch yeares as may require it, I wil haue her honeſt. 
ly beſtowne in marriage. This qgotion was verie pleaſing tothe Count, 
who readily declared his willing conſent thereto, and with the teares 
trickling downe his checkes, inthankfuli manner he deliuercd his prertic 
daughter to the Lady. | | 

Shee being thus happily beſtowne, hee mindedro tarry no longer in 
London ; bur, in his wonted begging manner, trauailing thorough the 
Country with his ſonne Perotto, at length hee came into Wales : but not 
without much weary paine and trauell, being neuer vied betore, to jour- 
ney {o far on foote. There dwelt another Lord, in office of Marſhalſhip 
to the King of England, whoſe power extendedouer thoſe partcs ; a man 
of very great authority, keeping a moſt noble and bountifull houſ..,which 
they terracd the Preſident of Wales his Court; whereto the Count and his 
ſon oftentimes reſorted, as finding there good releete and comfort. On 
a day, one of the Preſidents ſons, accompanied with diuers other Gen- 
tlemens children, were performing certaine youthful ſports & paſtimes, 
as running, leaping, and ſuch hke, ., wherein Perozto preſumed to make 
one among them, cxcciling all the reſt in ſuch commendable manner, as 
noneof them ca ne any thing nere him. Diuers times the Preſident had 
taken notice th: icof, aad was ſo vvellpleaſed with the Lads behauiour, 
that he caquired, of whence he was ? Anſwer vvas made, that hee vvasa 
poore mans lon,that euery day came for an almes to his gate. 

The Preſident beu.g defirous to make the boy his, the Count (whoſe 
dayly prayers werc to the ſame purpoſc) frankly gaue hisſon tothe No- 
bleman : albeit naturall and farherly aftcction, vrged ſome vnwillingneſle 
to part ſo with him ; yet neceſſity and diſcretion, found it to bee for the 
benefit of chem both. Being thus eaſed of care for his ſon and davghter, 
and they (though indifferent places) ygt vnder good and woorthie go- 
ucrnment : the Count would continue no longer in Eugland:but,as beſt 
he could procure the meanes, paſſed ouer into /reland,and being arriued 
at a place called Stanford, became ſervant to an Eaile of that Country,a 
Gentleman profeſſing Armes,on whom he attended as a ſerving man,8& 
liucd alung while inthat eſtate very painfully. 

His daughter /ilenta, clouded vnder the borrowed name of Gianettay 
dwelling with the Lady at Zondgn, grew lo in yeares, beauty,comlincfle 
gf perſun, and was ſo gracefull inthe fauopr of her Lord and Lady,yea, 
of cuery,one in the houſe beſide, that it was wonderfull to behold. Such 
as but obſcrued her vſuall carriage, and what modeſty ſhincd clearciy in 
her eyes, reputcd her vvell Ee 4 of honourable preferment ; in which 


regard 


regard, the Lacy that had recciued her of her Farhier , not knowing of 
whence, or what ſhee was z, but as humſelte had made report, intended to 
match her in honourable marlage, according as her verrues worthuy de- 
ſ-rucd. Bur God, the iuſt rewarder of all good endeauours knowing her 
tobe noble by birth, and (caulcleſlc) ro fluffer for the ſinnes of another 
diſpoſed otherwiſe of her, and thatſo worthy a Virgin might beno mate 
for aman of ill conditions, no doubt ordained what was to be done, ac- 
cording to his owne good pleaſure. | | 

The noþle Lady, with whom poore Giaxerta, dwelt, had but one one- 
ly Sonne by her Husband, and he mol deerely atteQed of them both, as 
well in regard hee was to be their heire,, as alſo for his vertucs and com- 
mendable qualities , whercin he excelled many young Gentlemc1), En- 
duced he was with heroycal valour,compleate in all petteCtions of perſon, 
and his mind cuery:way an{werable to his outward behauijour,exceeding 
Gianetta about {1xe yeeres in age. Lec perceiuing her to be a'faire and 
comely Maiden, grew to aftect her (o entirely,that all things elſc he held 
contemptible, andnothing pleaſing in his eye but ſhec, Now, in regard 
her parentage was reputed poore , hec kept his loue conceal.d trom his 
Parcnts, not daring to deſire her in marriage : for both hee was to looſe 
their :auour, by diſcloſing the vehemency of his afflictions,which proued 
agreater rorment to him, then if it had beene openly knowne. 

It came to palle, that loue oucr-awed himin ſuch fort, as he fell into a 

violent {ickneſſe, and ſtore of Phylicions were ſent for, to ſauchim from 
death,if poſhbly ic might be.. Their judgements obſerving the couſe of 
his ſicknefle, yer not reaching to the cauſe of the diſeaſe, made a doubt- 
full queſtion of his recouery;which was ſad1{pleaſing to lis parents,thart 
their gricfe and ſorrow grew beyond meaſure. Many earneſt entrearties 
they mouedro him, to know the occa(ion of his fickneſle, whereto he re- 
turned no other anſwer, bur heart-breaking {1ghes, and inceflantteares, 
which drew him more and more into weakeneſle of body. 

It chanced on a day, a Phyficion was brought vio him, being young 
in yceres, bur well experienced in his praQiſe, and as hee made rriall of 
his pulſe, Gianetta (who by his Mothers command, attended on him very 
diligently) vpon ſome eſpecial occaſion entred into the Chamber,which 
when the young Gentleman perceiued,and that thee neirher ſpake word, 
nor ſo much as looked towards him, his heart grew great in amorous de- 
lire, and his pulſe did beate beyond the compaſle of ordinary cuftome ; 
whereof the Phyſicion made good obſcruation, tonote how long that fir 
would continue. No ſoc ner was Gianetts gone forth of the Chamber, 
but the pulſe immediately gauc over beating, which perſwaded the Phy- 
wars » that ſome part of the diſeaſe, had now diſcouercd itfelte appa- 
randy. tt, 

Within awhile after , pretending to haue ſome ſpeech with Gianetta, 
and holding the Gentleman till by che arme,the Phyſicion cauſed her to 
be lent for,and immediately (hee came. Vpou her very entrance intothe 
Chamber,the pulſe began to beate againe cxtreamely and when ſhee de- 
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arted, it preſently ceaſed. Now was he thorowly perſwaded, that hee 
ad found the true effec of his ſickneſſe;when taking the Father and mo. 
ther aſide, thus he ſpake to them. If you be deſirous of your Sons health, 
it conſiſteth not cither in Phyſicion or phyſicke, but in the mercy of your 
faire Maide Gianetta; for manifeſt ſignes haue made it knowne to me,and 
he loueth the Damoſell very dearely : yet (for ought I can perceive, the 
Maide doth not know it) now if you hauc reſpeRot his hfc,you know (in 
this caſc)what is to be done. The Nobleman and his Witc hearing this, 
became ſomewhat ſatisfied, becauſe thete remained a remedy to preſerue 
his life: bur yer it was no meane griefe to them, if it ſhovldſo ſucceede, 
as they feared , namely , the marriage betweene their Sonne and Gia- 
netta. | 
The Phyſicion being gone, and they repairing to their ſicke Sonne, 
the Mother began with him in this manner. Sonne, I was alwayespex- 
ſwaded, that thou wouldeſt not conceale any ſecret from me, orthe leaſt 
patt of thy deſires; eſpecially when without cnioying them,thou muſtre. 
maine in the danger of death. Full well art thou aſlured , or in reaſon 
ouphteſt to be , that there is not any thing for thy contentment, be it of 
what quality ſoeuer, bur it ſhould hauc beene prouided for thee, andin 
as ample manner as for mine owne ſelfe. But though thou haſt wandred 
ſo farre from duty, and hazarded both thy life and ours, it commethſoto 
aſſe,that Heauen hath been more mercifull to thee,then thou wouldeſt 
be to thy ſelfe or vs. And to pretient thy dying of this difeaſe, adreame 
this night hath acquainted me with the principall occaſion of thy ſicke- 
neſſe, to wit, extraordinary affeion to ayoung Maiden , inſomeſuch 
place as thou haſt ſcene her. 4 tell thee Sonne, itis a matter of no diſ- 
grace to loue, and why ſhouldſt thou ſhame to manifeſt as much,it being 
ſo apr and conuenient for thy yourh ? For if I were perſwaded, that thou 
couldſt not loue,I ſhould make the lefle efteeme of thee, Therefore deare 
Sonne, be not diſmayed,but freely diſcouet thine affections. Expel thoſe 
diſaſtrous drouping thoughts, that haudindangered thy life by this lon 
lingering ſickneſſe, And let thy ſoule be faithfully affured, chat thou peat 
not require any thing to be done, remaining withinthe compaſle of my 
power,bur I will performe ir;for I loue thee as dearely as mine ownelife. 


Set therefore aſide this nice conceit of ſhame and teare, reucaling the 


 truthboldly to me, ifI may ſtead thee in thy loue; reſoluing thy ſelfe vn- 
_ faignedly,rhatifmy care ſtretchnot tocompaſſethy content,account me 


for the moſt cruell Mother liuing, and vtterly vnworthy of ſuch a Sonne. . 

The young Gentleman having heard theſe proteſtarions made by his 
Mother, was not alittle aſhamed of his owne follic; but recolleing his 
bettet thoughts together , and knowing in his ſoule , that no one could 
berter further his hopes, then ſhee forgetting all his former feare, hc re- 
turned her this anfwere; Madam, and my dearely affe&ted Mother, 
nothing hath more occaſioned my loues fo ſtri& concealement , 
bur an eſpecial errour, which I finde by daily proofe in many , who 
being grown to yeeres of graue diſcretion , doe neuer —__ 
that 
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that they themſelues haue bin yong. But becauſe heerein I fiad you to be 
both diſ@cct and wiſe, [ will not onely aftirme,what you haue ſcenin me 
ro be true,bur alſo will confelle, to whom itis : vpon condition, chat the 
effect of your promiſe may tollow it,according tothe power remaining 
in you,whereby you onely may ſecure my life, 

His Mother, deſirous to bee reſolued, whether his confeſſion would 
agree with the Phyſtcians words, or no, and reſeruing another intention 
to her ſelfe : bad him feare nothing, but freely diſcouer his whole deſire, 
and forthwith ſhe doubted notto cffeR ir. Then Madame (quoth hee) 
the marchleſle beauty, and commendable qualitics of your maid, Gianet- 
tz,to whom (as yet) I have madeno motion, tocommillerate this my 
Linguiſhing extremity, nor acquainted any liuing creature with my loue ; 
the concealing of theſe afflictions to my ſelfe, hath brought mee to this 
deſperate condition : and it ſome meane bee not wrought, according to 
your conſtant promiſe, for the full en'oying ofmy longing deſires, aſſure 
your ſelfe (moſt noble Mother)-thart the date of myllite is very ſhort, 

The Lady well knowing , that the tume now rather required kindeſt 
comfort, then any ſeucre or ſharpe reprehenfion ; ſmiling on him, ſaide. 
Alas deere ſonne, waſt thou ficke for this ? Be of good cheare,and when 
thy ſtrength is better reſtored, then referre the matter to me. lhe young 
Gentleman, being put in good hope by his mothers promiſe, began ' in 
ſhorttime) to ſhew apparant ſignes of well-forwarded amendment : 19 
the Mothers great ioy and comfort, diſpoſing her ſclte daily co prooue, 
how in honor ſhe mightkeepe promiſe with her Son. 


Within a ſhort while after, calling Giaxettaprivately to her, in gentle 
manner, and by the way of pleaſant diſcourſe, (he demanded of her,whi- 
ther ſhe was prouided of a Loucr, or no. Gianetta, being never acquain- 
ted with any ſuch queſtions, a ſcarlet Dye couering all her modeſt coun- 
tenance, thus replied. Madam, I have no neede of we Louer, and very 


vnſeemly were it, for ſo poore a Damoſel] as I am, to haue fo much as a 
thought of Louers : being baniſhed from my friends and kinsfolke, and 
remaining in ſeruice as I do. | 

If you haue none (anſwered the Lady) wee will beſtowe one on you, 
which ſhall content your minde, and bring you to a more pleaſing kiade 
of life ; becaulc it is faric vnfit, that ſo faire a Maid as you arc, ſhould re- 
mainedefſtiture of a louer. Madam, ſayde Gianetta, confidering with my 
felfe, that ſince you receiued me of my poore Father, you haue vſcd me 
rather like your daughter, then a ſcruant ;*it becommerh mee to doe as 
plealeth you. Notwithſtanding, I truſi(in the regard of mine own good 
and honour) neuer to vic any complaint in ſuch a caſe : but if you pleaſe 
to beſtow a husband on me, I purpoſe to louc and honour him onely, & 
notany other, For, ofall the inheritance left me by my progenitors,no- 
thing remaineth to me but honourable honeſty, and that ſhall bee my le- 
gacie ſo long as I live, 

Theſe words were of a quite contrary complexion , to thoſe which 
the Lady cxpe&ed from her, and for cffcQing the promiſe made voto bir 


Son: 
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Sonne : howbeit (like a wiſe and noble Lady) much ſkee inwardly com. 
mended the maids anſwers, and aide vnto her. Burttell me Grungta,whar 
ifmy Lord the King(who is a gallant yourhtull Prince,and you ſo brighr 
a beauty as you arc} ſhould take pleaſurcin your love, would ye denie 
him ? Sodainly the Maide returned this anſwer : Madam, the King (per- 
haps) might enforce me; but with my free conſent, hee ſhall neuer haue 
any thing ofmethat is not honeſt. Nor did the Lady miflike her Maides 
courage and reſolution » but breaking off all her further conference, in- 
tended ſhortly to put her proieCt in proofe, ſaying to herſon, that when 
he was fully recouered, he ſhould have priuarte acceſſc to Gianetta,whom 
(hec doubted not but would be tratable enough to him; for ſhe held it 
no meane blemiſh to her honour, to mooue the Maide any more in the 
matter, but let him compaſleit as he could. 

Farre from the yonp Gentlemans humour was this anſwer of his Mo- 
ther, becauſe he aimed notat any diſhonowrable end : true, faithfull, & 
honeſt louc was the ſole ſcope of his intention, foule and loathſome Juſt 
he viterly defied ; whereupon, he fell into ſickeneſlc againe, rather more 
violently then before. Which the Lady perceiuing, reuealed her whole 
intent to Graxecta, and finding her conſtancie beyond common compa- 
riſon, acquainted her Lord with all ſhe haFdone, and both conſented 
(though much againſt their mindes) to let him entoy her in honourable 
marriage: accounting it better, for preſeruation of their onely ſons life, 
co match him farre inferiour to his degree, then (by denying his deſire) 
to let him pine away,and die for her Joue, = 

After great conſultation with kindred and friendes, the match was a- 
greed vpon, to the no little 1oy of Gianetta, who deuoutlyi returned infi- 
nite thankes to heauen, for ſo mercitully reſpeing her deieed poore 
cltare, after the bitter paſſage otſo many miſeries, and neuer tearming 
her ſelfe any otherwiſe,but the daughter of a poore Piccard. Soone was 
the yong Gentleman recouered and married, no man aliue ſo well con- 

_ rented as he, and ſetting downe an abſolute determination, to lead a lo- 
uing life with his Granerra. 

Let vs now conuert our lookes to wales, to Perotto ; being lefte there 
with the other Lord Marſhall, who was the Preſident of that Countrey. 
On he grew in yeares, choiſely reſpected by his Lord, becauſe hee vvas 
moſt comely ot perſon, and addiQed to all valiant attempts : fo thatin 
Tourneyes, Iuſtes, and other ations of Armes, hislike was notto bee 
found in all the If]Jand, beingnamed onely Perottothe valiant Piccard,and 
{o was he famed farre and neere . As God had not forgorten his Siſter, 
ſo in mercy he became as mindefull of him ; for, a contagious morralitic 
hapning in the Country,the greater part of the people periſhed thereby, 
the reſt flying thence into other partes of the Land , whereby the wholc 
Prouince became diſpeopled and deſolate. | 

In the time of this plague and dreadful vifitation,the Lord Preſident, 
his Lady, Sonnes, Daughters, Brothers, Nephewes, and Kindred dyed, 
none remaining aliue, but one onely Daughter marriageablea —_ 

the 
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the houthold ſeruants, beſide Perotto , whom (after the (ickneffe was 
more mildly aſfwaged) with counfſaile and conſent of the Country peo- 
ple, the young Lady accepredto bo her husband, becauſe hee was a may 
(0 worthy and valiant, andof all the inhericance left by her deceaſed Fa- 
ther, ſhe made him Lord and ſole commaunder. Within no long while 
after, the King of England, vnderſtanding that his Preſident of Wales was 
dead, and fameliberally relating, the vertues, valour, and good parts of 
Perottorhe Piccard: hee created him to be his Preſident there, and to 
ſupply the place of his deecaſcd Lord, Theſe faire fortunes, within the 
compaſlſe of ſo ſhort atime , tell ro the two innocent children of the 
Count D' Anziers, after they were left by him as loſt and forlorne. 

Eighteene yeares were now fully ouer-paſt, fince the Count D' Aw» 
giers fled from Parw , hauing ſuffered (in mifcrable ſat) many hard and 
[amentable aduerfities, and icceing himſelfe now to be growne aged hee 
was defirous to leaue [reland, and to know (if hee mjght) what was be- 
come of bo:h his children. Hereupon, percciuing his wonted forme 
to be ſoaltered, rhac ſuch as formerly had conuerſed moſt with him, 
could now nor take any knowledge of him, & feeling his body (through 
long labour and exerciſe endured in ſcruice) more luſty , then in his idle 
youthfull yeares, eſpecially when he left the Court of France, hee purpo- 
ſed to proceede in his determination. Being very poore and fimp's in 
apparcll , hee departed fromthe Iriſh Earchis Maſter, with whom hee 
had continued long in ſeruice , to no aduantage or aduarcenent , and 
croſling ouer into England, trauailed tothe place in Wales, where he lefe 
Perotto : and where hee found him to be Lord Marſhall and Preſident of 
the Country, luſty and in good health,a man of goodly feature, and moſt 
honourably reſpected and reuerenced of the people. 

Well may you imagine, that this was no ſinall comfortto the poore 
aged Countes heart, yet would he not make himſelfe knowne to him, or 
any other about him ? but referred his joy to a further enlarging or di- 
miniſhing , by ſight of the other limme of his lifc , his dearely affeRed 
daughter Gianetta, denying reſt to his body in any place, vntill ſuch time 
as he came to Loudon. Making there ſecret enquiry, concerning the La- 
dy with whom he had left his daughter : hee vnderſtoode, that a yourg 
Gentlewoman, named Gianetta, was wartied to that Ladies onely Son ; 
which made a ſecond addition of ioy to his foule, accounting all bis 
paſſed aduerſitics of no value, both his children being living, and in fo 
high honour, | 

Hauing found her dwelling, and (like akinde Father) being earneſily 
deſirous ro ſee her; he dayly reſorted neexe tothe houſe, where Sir Roger 
Mandauill (foro was Gianettaes husband named) chauncing to ſee him, 
being moucd to compaſſion ,becauic he was both poore and aged: com- 
maunded one of his men , totake him into the houſe , and to giue him 
ſome foode for Gods ſake, which (accordingly) the ſeruant performed. 
Gianetta had diuers children by her husband, the <|deſt of themm being bur 
ezght yeares olde, yerall of them fo faire and comely as could be. As os 
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olde Count fate eating his meate inthe Hall , the children came al} a. 
bout him, embracing, hugging, and making much of him, even as if Na. 
ture had truly inſtructed them , that this was thciraged , though poore 
Graundfather , and hee as louing]y receiuing theſe kinde relations from 
them, wiſcly and (ilently kept all to himſelfe,with fighes,teares,and ioyes 
entermixed together. So that the children would nor part from him, 
though their Tutour and Maiſter called them often , which being olde 
to their Mother , ſhee came foorth of the neere adioyning Parlour, and 
threarned to beate them, ifthey would not doe what their Maiſter com- 
manded them. 

Then the children began to cry, ſaying, that they would arie till by 
che good olde man, becauſe he loued them better then their Maiſter did; 
whereat both the Lady and the Count began to ſmile, The Count, like 
a poore beggar , and not as father to ſo great a Lady, aroſe, and did her 
humble reuerence, becauſe ſhee was now a Noble woman , conceiving 
wonderfull ioy in his ſoule, to ſee hero faire and goodly acreature : yer 
could ſhe rake no knowledge of him, age, want and miſery had fo migh- 
tily altred him), his head all white, his beard without any comely forme, 
his garments fo poore, and his face ſo wrinkled, lcanc and meager, that 
hee ſeemed rather ſome Carter, then a Count. And Giarnetta percei- 
uing , thatwhen her children were fetcht away , they returned againe 
tothe olde man, and would not leauc him deſired their Maiſter toler 
them alone. 

While thus the children continued making much of the good olde 
man, Lord Andrew Mandeuile, Father to Sir Koger, came into the Hall,as 
bcing ſo willed to doe by the Childrens Schoolemaiſter. He being a ha- 
{tic minded man, and one that cuer deſpiſed G:aretta before , but much 
more ſince her mariageto his ſonne, angerly ſaid. Let them alone with 
a miſchicfe , and ſo bcfall them , their beſt company ought to be with 
beggers , for io are they bred and borne by the Mothers ſide: and therc- 
forc it is no meruaile, if like will to like, a beggers brats to keepe compa- 
ny wich beggers. The Count hearing theſe contemptible words , was 
not alittle greeued thereat, and although his courage was greater, then 
his poore condition would permit himto expreſle ; yer, clouding all in- 
wries with noble patience, hanging downe his head, and ſhedding ma- 
ny a ſalt teare, endured this reproach, as hee had done many, both before 
and after. 

But honourable Sir Roper, perceiving what delight his children tooke 
inthe poore mans company; albeit he was offended at his Fathers harſh 
words, by holding his wife infuch baſe reſpeR; yer fauoured the poore 
Countſo much the more, and ſeeing him weepe, did greatly compaſſio- 
nate his caſe, ſaying to the poore man, that if hee would accept of his ſer- 
vice, he willingly would entertainebim. VVhereto the Count replied, 
that very gladly he would embrace his kinde offer : but hee was capable 
of no other ſeruicc, ſauc onely to be an horſe-keeper, wherein he had im- | 
ployed the moſt part of his time. Heereupon, more for pleaſure and 
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itry.chen any neceſſity of his ſeruice, he was appointedto the keeping of 
1c Horſe, which was onely for his Daughters ſaddle, and daily after he 
12d done his Ciligence about the Horſe, he did nothing elſe but plav with 
thechildren, While Fortune pleaſed thus to dally with the poore Count 
D' Anziers, & his children, it came to paſſe, that the King of Fraxce (after 
4iuers lcagues of truces paſſed berween him & the Germaines) died, and 
next after him,his Son the dolphin was crowned King,and it was his wile 
chat wrongfully cauſed tne Counts baniſhment. Atter expiration of the 
laſt league With the Germarns,the warres began to grow nuich more fierce 
and ſharpe,*and the King of England, (vpon requeſt made to him by his 
1ew brother of France) (ent him very honourable f upplies of his people, 
vader the condudt of Perotto, his lately eleed Pretident of Wales, and 

Sir Rozer Mandemile, Son to his other Lord high Marſhal';with whom al- 

ſo the poore Count wenr,and continued along while in the Campe as a 

common Souldier, where yet like a valiant Gentleman(as indecd he was 

no lcſle) both in aduice ana ations; he accompliſhed many more nota- 

ble matters, then was expected to come from him. 

[t ſo cl] out,that in the continuance of this warre,the Queen of France 
{|| into a grieuous {icknes, and perceiving her felfero be atthe point of 
death,ihee became very penitently ſorrowfull for all her ſinnes, carneſily 
defiring that ſhee might be confeſſed by the Archbiſhop of Koane, who 
was reputed to be an holy and vertuous man. In the repetition of her o- 
ther oftences,ſhe reuealed what great wrong ſhe had done to the Count 
D' 4nziers,reſting, not ſo ſatisfied, with diſcloſing the whole matterto him 
alone z bur alſo confeſſed the ſame before many other worthy perſons, 
and of great honour, entreating them co worke fo withthe King, that (if 
the Count were yet lining, or any of his Children)they might be reſtored 
to their former honour apaine, 

It was not longafter , but the Queene left this life, and was molt roy- 
ally ent-rred,when her confeſſion being dilcloſed to the King after mnch 
lorrow forſo iniurioufly wronging a man of fo greatvalour and honour: 
Proclamation was madethrougnout the Camp, and in many other parts 
of France beſide, that whoſocuer could produce the Count D Anzters,or 
any of his Children, ſhould richly be rewarded for cach one of them , 1n 
regard he was innocent of the foule imputation , by the Queenes owne 
conteſtion , and for his wrongfull exile ſo long, he ſhould be exalted ro 
ns former honour with farre greater fauours , which the King franckely 
would beſtow vpon him. When the Count(who walked vp and downe in 
the habite of a common ſeruitor) heard this Proclamation,torth-with he 
went to his Maſter Sir Roger Mandewile, requeſting his ſpeedy repaire to 
Lord Perotto, that being both aſlembled rogether , he would acquaint 
tem witha ſerious matter, concerning thelate Proclamation publiſhed 
bythe King, Being by themſclucs alone in the Tent, the Count ſpake in 
tis miner ro Perocto. Sir, S.Roger Madenilehere,your equal competitor 
1 1s military ſeruice,is the husband to your naturall fiſter,hauingas yer 
Wucr receiued any dowry with her,bur her inherent vnblemithable vertue 
X1onor, Now becauſe ſhe may nor ſtil remain deſticute of a competent 
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Dowry : Ideſire that Sir Roger, and none other, may cnioy the royallre. 
ward promiſed by the King, You Lord Perotto, whoſe true name is Le. 
wes, manifeſt your ſe]te to be nobly borne, and ſonne to the wrongfull 
baniſhed Count D' Angters: auouch moreouer, thatY7olemta, ſhadowed 
vnder the borrowed name of Gzaxetta, is your owne Siſter; and deliver 
me vp as your Father, the long cxiled Count D' Angers. Perotto heating 
this, beheld him more aduiledly, and began to know him : then,the tears 
flowing abundantly from his eyes, he fell athis teete , and often embra. 
cing him, ſaide: My deere and noble Father ! a thouſand times more 
deerely welcome to your Sonne Lewes. 

Sir Roger Mandewile, hearing firſt what the Count had ſaid,/and ſeeing 
what Perotto afterward performed ; became ſurprized with ſuch extraor- 
dinary ioy and admiration,that he knew not how to carry himſelfe in this 
caſe. Neuertheleſſe, giving credite to his words, and being ſomewhat 
aſhamed, that he had not vſed the Count in more reſpeRiue manner, & 
remembring beſide, the vnkinde language of his furious Father to him : 
he kneeled downe, humbly craving pardon, both for his fathers rudenes 
and his owne, which was courteornfly granted by the Count,embracing 
him louingly in his armes. | 

When they hada while diſcourſed their ſeuerall fortunes, ſometime 
inteares, and then againe in ioy, Perottoand Sir Roger, would haue the 
Count to be garmentedin better manner, but inno wiſe he would ſuſfer 
it; for it was his onely deſire, that Sir Roger ſhould be aſſured of the pro- 
miſed reward, by preſenting himin the Kings preſence, andin the home. 
ly habut which he did then weare, to touch him with the more ſenſible 
ſhame, for his raſh belcefe, and iniurious proceeding . Then Sir Roger 
Aranleuile, gviding the Count by the hand, and Perot following after , 
came before tize King, oftcring to preſent the Countand his children, if 
the reward promiſed in the Proclamation might be p@formed. The king 
unmediately commanded, that a reward of incftimable valew ſhould be 
produced ; de{iring Sir Roger vppon the {1ght thereof, to make good his 
offer, for forthwith preſenting the Count and his children , Which hee 
made no longer delay of, but turning himfclfe abour, delivered the aged 
Count, by the title of his ſeruant, and preſenting Perotronexr, ſaid, Sir, 
heereI deliuer you the Father and his Son, his daughter who is my wife, 
cannot ſo conueniently be heere now, bur ſhortly, by the permiſſion of 
heauen, your Maicſly ſhall haue a ſight ofher. 

VWhea the King heard this, ſtedtaſtly he looked on the Count ; and, 
notwithſtanding his wondertull alteration,both from his wonted feature 
and forme : yer, after he had very ſeriouſly viewed him, he knew him per- 
teAly ; and the tearestrickling downe his checkes, partly with remorſc- 
full ihame, and ioy alſo for his ſo happy recouery,he rooke vp the Count 
from kneeling, kiſſing, and embracing him very kindely , we an9008 
Perottointheieltelame manner. Immediately alſo he gaue commaund, 
that the Count (ſhould bereſtored ro his honors, apparrell, ſeruants,hor- 
{cs, and turniture, anſwerable to his high eſtate and calling, which was a8 
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ſ>eedily performed. Morcouer, the King great] honoure\l Sir Roger 
1/:ndeuile; defiring to be made acquainted with all their paſſes fortunes, 

When Sir Roger had recciued the royallreward , for thus ſurrendring 
the Count and his Sonne,the Count calling him to him, ſaice. Take thar 
Princely remuneration of my ſoueraigne Lord the King, and commen- 
ding me to your vnkinde Father, tell him that your Children are no be g- 
gars brats, neither baſely borne by their Mothers fide. Sir Roger retuc- 
ning home with his bountifull reward,foone after brought his Wife and 
Mother to Pars, and ſo did Peretzo his Wife , where in great oy and tri- 
umph,chey continued a long while with the noble Count;who had all his 
goods and honours reſtored to him, in far: c greater meaſure then eucr 
they were before : his Sonnes in Law returning home with their W iucs 
into En2land , left the Count with the King at Pars , where he ſpent the 
reſt of his dayes in great honour and felicity. 


Bernardo, 4 Merchant of Geneway, being deceiued by another Merchant, 
»amed Ambrofio, loft a great part of bis gods. And commanding his in- 
nocent Wife to be murthered, ſbee eſcaped, ana (em the babite of a man) be- 
came ſeruant to the Soldane. The deceiver being found at laſt, ſhee compaſ- 
ſed (uch meanes, that her Husband Bernardo came into Alexandria, and 


there, after due puniſhment inflicted on the falſe deceiuer, ſhee reſumed the , 


garments againe of a woman, and returned home with her Husband to Ge- 
neway. 


eninth Nouel]. 
Wherein i declared, that by ouer-liberall commending the chaſtity of Women, 


it falleth out (oftentimes) to be very dangerous, Genel by the meanes of 
treacherers, whoyet(in the ende) are inſtly puniſhed for their treachery, 


A Adam Eliza having ended her compaſſionate diſcourſe, which in- 
decde had moned all the reſtto ſighing;the Queene who was faire, 
comely of ſtature, and carrying a very maieſticallcountenahce , ſmiling 
more familiarly then the other , ſpake to them thus. Iris very neceſſary, 
thatthe promiſe made to Dionews, ſhould carctully be kept , and becauſe 
now there remaineth none, to report any more Nouels,but onely he and 
my ſelfe: I muſt firſt deliver mine, andhe (who takes itfor an honour) to 
dethelaſtinrelating his name, laſtler him be for his owne deliuerance. 
Then pauſing a little while, thus ſhee began againe. Many times among 
vulgar people, it hath paſſed as a common Prouerbe: That the deceiuer 
1s often trampled on,by ſuch as he hath deceiued. And this cannot ſhew 
t ſelfe (by any reaſon)to be true, except ſuch accidents as awaite on trea-. 
chery, doe really make a iuſtdiſcouery thereof. And therefore ———_— 

to the courſe of this day obſcrued, I am the woman, that muſt make goo 
what I haue faide for the approbation of that Proucrbe: no way(l hope) 
Ciſtaſifullro you in the hearing, but aduantageable to preſerue you from 

any ſuch beguiling. | 

Therewas a faire and good Inne in Pars, much frequented by many 
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great /taban Merchants, according to ſuch variety of occaſions and buli- 

neſſe, as vrged their often reſorting thither. One night among many 0- 
ther, having had a merry Supper together,they began io diſcourſe on di- 
uers matters, and falling from one relationto another ; they communed 
in very friendly manner, concerning their Wiues, lefte at home in their 
houſes. Quoth the firſt, I cannot well imagine what my wife is now do- 
ing, butI am able to ſay for my ſelf, thar ita pretty female ſhould fall in- 
to my company : I could eaſily forget my loue to my wife, and make ve 
ofſuch an aduantage offered. 

A ſecond replyed ; And truſt ne, I ſhould do nolefle, becauſe I am 
meh that if my wife be willing to wander, the law is in her owne 

and, and I am farre enough from home : dumbg walles blab no tales, & 
oftences vnknowne are fildome or neuer called in queſtion . A thirde 
man vnapt in cenſure, with his former fellowes of the Iury ; and it plain- 
ly appeared, thar al the reſt were of the ſame opinion, condemning their 
wiues ouer-raſhly, and alledging,that when husbands ſtrayed fo far trom 
home, theis wiues had wit enough to make yſc of their time. 

Ovely otic man among them all, named Bernardo Lomellno,g dwel- 
ling in Gezeway, maintained the contrary ; boldly aueuching,that by the 
e{peciall fauour of Fortune,he had a wife ſo perfe ly compleat in al gra- 
ces and vertues, as any Lady in the world poſhbly could be, and that /t4- 
h ſcarſely contained her equall. For, ſhe was goodly of perſon, and yet 
very young, quicke, quaint, milde, andcourteous, and not any thing ap- 
pertaining to the office of a wife, either for domeſticke affayres, or any 
other imployment wharſoeuer, but in woman-hoode ſhee went beyond 
all other. No Lord, Knight, Eſquire, or Genyleman, could bee berter 
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ſerued ar his table , then himſelte dayly was, with more wiſedome, mo- 
deſty and diſcretion. After all this, hce praiſed her for riding, hawking, 
hunting, fiſhing, fowling, reading, writing, enditing, and moſt abſolute 
keeping his Bookes of accounts, thatneither himſelfe, or any other Mer- 
chant could therein excell her. After infinite other commendations, he 
cameto the former point of their argument,concerning the caſic falling 
of women into wantonneſle, maintaining (with a ſolemne oath) that no 
woman pofhibly could be more chaſte and honeſt then ſhe; in which re- 
ſpe,he was verily perſwaded, that it he ſtayed from her ten yeares ſpace, 

ca (all his life time) our of his houſe ; yer neuer would ſhec life her 
faith to him,or be lewdly allured by any other man, 

Among theſe Merchants thus communing together , there was a 
young proper man, named Ambrozinols of Placentia, who began to laugh 
at the laſt praiſes , which Bernardo had vied of his wife , and ſeeming to 
make a mockerie thereat, demaunded, if the Emperour had giuen him 
this priniledge, abage all other married men ? Bernardo being ſomewhat 
offended, anſwered: No Emperour hath done ir, bur the eſpecial bleſ. 
ſing of heaven , exceeding allthe Emperours on the carth in grace, and 
thereby haue receiued this fauour ; whereto Ambroernolopreſently thus 
replicd. Bernardo, without all queſtion to the contrary , I belecue that 
what thou haſt ſaid, is true, but, for ought I can perceiue, thou haſt ſlen- 
der iudgement in the nature of things : becauſe, if thou didſt obſerue 
them well, thou couldſtnot be offo groſle vnderſtanding ; for, by com- 
prehending matters in their true kinde and nature , thou would(i ſpeake 
of them more correRly then thou doeſt. Androtheend , thou mayeit 
not imagine , that wee who haue ſpoken of our wiues, doe thinke any 
otherwile of them , then as well and honeſtly as thou canſt of thine, nor 
that any thing elſe did vrge theſe ſpecches of them, or falling into this 
kinde of diſcourſe,bur onely by a naturall inſtin& and admonition ; I will 
procecde familiarly alittle further with thee , vpon the matter already 
vropounded. 

l haue cuermore vnderſtood , that man was the molt noble creature, 
formed by God to liue in this world , and woman in the next degree ro 
him : bur man, as generally is belecued , and as is diſcerned by apparant 
effects, is the moſt perfe& of both, Hauing then the moſt pericion in 
him,withour all doubr,he muſt be ſo much the more firme and conſtant, 
So inlike manner, ithath beene, and is vniuerſally graunted, that wo- 
man is more various and mutable, and the reaſon thereof may be appro- 
ued,by many naturall circumſtances,which were needleſſc now to make 
any mention of. If a manthen be poſlcſſed of the greater ſtability , and 
yet cannot containe himſelfe from condiſcending , I ſay not to one that 
entreates him , butto delire any other that may pleaſe him, and beſide, 


to couet the enioying of his owne pleaſing contentment (a thing not 


chancing to him once in amoneth, bur infinite times in a dayes ſpace.) 
What can you then conceiue of a kraile woman , fubicc (by nature) ro 
cntreatics, flatteries, gifts, perſwWions, and a thouland other enticing 
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meanes, which aman (that is affeed to her) can vie? Doeſt thou think 
then that ſhee hath any power to containe ? Aſſuredly, though thou 
ſhould(t reſt ſo reſolued, yet cannot I be of the ſame opinion. For I am 
ſure thou beleeueſt, and muſtncedes confefle it , that thy wife is a wo- 
man , made}of ficſh and blood , as other women are: ifitbeſo, ſhee 
cannot be without the ſame deſires, and the weakeneſle or ſtrength as 
other women haue , to reſiſt ſuch naturall appetites as her owne are. In 
regard whereof, it is meerely impoſſible (alrhough ſhee be moſt honeſt) 
but ſhe muſt needs do that which other women do; for there is nothing 
clſc pofſible,cither to be deniedor affirmed to the contrary,as thou moſt 
vnaduiſedly haſt done. 

Bernaruo anſwered in this manner. Tam a Merchant; and no Philo. 
ſopher,and like a Merchant I meane to anſwerethee. I am nottolearne, 
that theſe accidents by thee related, may happen to fooles, who are void 
of vnderſtanding or ſhame: but ſuch as are wiſe, and endued with ver. 
rue, haue alwayes ſuch a precious eſteeme of their honour, thar they will 
containe thoſe principles of conſtancie,which men are meerely careleſle 
of, and I iuſtifie my wife to be one of them. Belecue me Bernardo (repli- 
ed Ambropinolo) itſo often as thy wiues minde is addicted to wanton fol- 
ly, a badge of ſcorne ſhould ariſe on thy forchead, to render teſtimonic 
other female frailty z I beleeue the number of them would be more,chen 
willingly you would wiſh them to be. And among all married men, in 
euery degree , the notes are ſo ſecret of their wiues imperfeQions , that 
the tharpeſi ſight is not able to diſcerne them ; and the wiſer ſort of men 
arc willing not to know them ; becauſc ſhame and lofſe of honour is ne- 
uer impoſed, but in caſes euident and apparant. 

Periwade thy ſeltc then Berzardo, that, what women may accompliſh 
inſecret, they will rarely faile ro doe : or if they abſtaine, it is through 
feare and folly. Wherefore, hold it for acertaine rule, that that woman 
is onely chaſte, that neuer was ſolicited perſonally, or if ſhe endured any 
ſuch ſute, cither ſhee anſwered yea, or no. And albeit I know this tobe 
crue, by many infallible and naturall reaſons,yet could I not ſpeake ſo cx- 
actly as I doe it I had not tried experimentally, the humours and affe&i- 
ons of divers women, . Yea, andlet metell thee more Bernardo, were l 
in priuate company with thy wife, howſoecuer pure and preciſe thoupre- 
ſumeſt her ro be : I ſhould account it a matter ofno impoſhbility,to finde 
in her the ſelfe ſame frailty. | 

Bernardoes blood began now to boile , and paticnce being alittle put 
downe by choller , thus hee replied. A combat of words requires oucr- 
long continuance, for I maintaineche matter , which thou denicſt, and 
all this ſorts to nothinginthe end. Burt ſccing thou preſumeſt, that all 
women are ſo aptand traCtable, and thy ſelfe ſo confident of thine owne 
Reach I willingly yeeld (for the better aſſurance of my wifes conſtant 

oyalty) to have my head ſmitten off, if thou canſt winne her to any ſuch 
diſhoneſt a, by any meanes whatſoeyer thou canſt vſe vnto her; which 
if thou canſi not doe, thou ſhalt onelY looſe a thouſand duckets of gold. 


Now 
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Now began Ambroginolo to be heated with theſe words, anſwering _— 


Bernardo, if I had won the wager, I know not what I ſhould doe with thy 
head; bur ifthou be willing to ſtand vpon the proofe, ron downe fiuc 
thouſand Duckers of gold, (a matter of much lefle value then thy head) 
againſt a thouſand Duckets of mine, granting me a lawful limirted time, 
which I require to be no more then the ſpace of three moneths, after the 
day ofmy departivg hence. I will ſtand bound to goe for Geneway, and 
there winne fich kinde conſent of thy VVife, as ſhall be to mine owne 
conſent. In witneſſe whereof , I will bring backe with me ſach priuate 
andeſpeciall tokens, asthou thy ſelfc ſhalr confeſle that I hauc nor failed. 
Prouided, that thou doe firſt promiſe vpon thy faith , to abſent thy ſelfe 
thence during my limitted time, and be no hinderanceto me by thy Lert- 
ters, concerning the attempt by me vndertaken, 

Bernardo (aide , beR abargaine, Iam the man that will make good 
my five thouſand Duckets; and albcitthe other Merchants then preſent, 
earneſtly Jabourcd to breake the wager,knowing grearharme muſt needs 
enſue thereon: yet both the parties wereſo hot and fiery, as all the other 
men ſpake to no efte&, but writings were made,ſealed,and dcliuered vn- 
der cither of their hands, Bernardo remaining at Pars, and TAnbrocinolo 
departing for Geneway. There he remained ſome few dayes, tolearne the 
ſtreetes name where Bernardo dwelt, as alſo the conditions and qualities 
of his Wife, which ſcarcely pleaſed him when he heard them ; becauſe 
they were farre beyond her Husbands relation , and ſhee reputed to be 
the onely wonder of women; whereby he plainelyperceiued,that he had 
vndertaken a very idle enterpriſe , yer would he nor giue it over fo , bur 
proceeded therein alittle further. 6 

He wrought ſuch meanes, that he came acquaintcd with a poore wo- 
man, who often frequented Bernardoes houſe, and was greatly in fltiour 
with his wife; vpon whoſe pouerty he ſo preuailed, by carneſt perſwaſi- 
ons, but much moreby large gifts of money, thathe won her to further 
him in this manner following. A faire and artificiall Cheſt he cauſed to 
be purpoſely made , wherein himſelfe might be aptly contained, and ſo 
conueycd intothe Houſe of Bernardoes Wife, vader colour of a formall 
exculc; that the poore woman ſhould be abſent from the City two or 
three dayes, and ſhee muſt keepe it ſafe till he returne. The Gentlewo- 


man ſuſpeCing no guile , bur thatthe Cheſt was the recepracle of all the 
womans wealth ; would truſt itin no other roome,, then her owne Bed-. 


Ag » Which was the place where Ambroginolo moſt defired to 

ec. | 
\. Beingthus conueyed into the Chamber , the night going on apace, 
and the Gentlewoman faſt aſleepe in her bed, alighted Taper ſtood bur- 
ning onthe Table by her, as in her Husbands abſence ſhee cuer vſed to 
haue « Ambroginolo ſoftly opened the Cheſt, according as cunningly hee 
badcontriued it; and iepping forth in his fockes made of cloath, obſer- 
ved the ſcituation of the Chamber,the paintings,piQures,and beautifull 
hangings, with all things elſe that were remarkable, which perfe&ly he 
N 4 commit- 
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committed to his memory. Going neere to the bed, he ſawher he there 
ſweetly {leeping, and her young Daughter in like manner by her,ſkce ſce- 
ming then as compleate and pleaſing a creature , as when ſhee was atti- 
redin her beſt braucry. No eſpeciall note or markecould hee deſcrie, 
whercof he might make credible report, but onely a ſmall wart vpoy ber 
lefe pappe,with ſome few haires growing thereon, appearing to beas yel- 
low as gold. | k 

Sufficicot had he ſeene, and durſt preſume no further; but taking one 
of herRings, which lay vpon the Table, a purſe of hers, hanging by on 
the wall, alight wearing Robe of ſilke, and her girdle, all which he put 
into the Cheſt;and being in himſclfe,cloſed it faſt as it was before,fo con- 
tinuing there in the Chamber two ſcuerall nights, the Gentlewoman 
neither miſtruſting or miſſing any thing. The thirdday being come, the 

oore woman , according as formerly was coneluded , came to hauc 
Lg her Cheſt againe,and brought ir ſafely into her owne houſe; where 
Ambrozinolo comming forth of it, ſatisfied the poore woman to her own 
liking, returning (with all the forenamedthings ) fo faſt asconueniemly 
he could to Paris. 

Being arriued there long before his limitted time , he called the Mer- 
chants together, who were preſent atthe paſſed words and wager;auou- 
ching before Bernardo, that he had won his fiue thouſand Duckets , and 

ormed the taske he vndertooke. To make good his proteſtation, firſk 

e deſcribed the forme of the Chamber, the curious pictures hanging a- 
bour it, in what manner the bed ſtood , and euery circumſtance elſe be- 
ſide. Next he ſhewed the ſeuerall things, which he brought away thence 
with him, affgming that he had receiued them ot her ſelte. Bernardocon- 
felled, that his deſcription of the Chamber was true, and acknowledged 
moicouer, that theſe other things did belong to his Wite : But (quoth 
he) this may be gotten , by corrupring ſome ſeruant of mine , bothtor 
intelligence ofthe Chamber, as alſo of the Ring, Purſe, and what clfe is 
beſide; all which ſuffice not to win the wager, without ſome other more 
apparant and pregnant token. In troth, anſwered Ambrozznolo, me thinks 
theſe ſhould ſerue for ſuthcient proofes;but ſeeing thou art ſo deſirous to 
know more : I plainely tell thee, that faire Geneura thy. VWite, hath a ſmall 
round wart vpon her left pappe , and ſome few little golden haires grow- 
ing thercon. 

VWhen Bernardo heard theſe words , they were as ſo many ſtabs to his 
heart,yca,beyond all compaſle of patient ſufferance,and by the changing 
of his colour, it was noted manifeſtly, (being vnable to viter one word) 
that Amzbroginolo had ſpoken nothing bur the trath. Within a while af- 
rer, he ſaide; Gentlemen,that which 4mbroginolo hath ſaide,is very true, 
wherefore let him come when he will, and he ſhall be paide;which accor- 
dingly he performed on the very next day, cucn tothe vtmoſt penny, de- 
parting then from Pars towards Geneway, with a moſt malicious inten- 
tion to his Wite : Being come ncere to the City, he would not enter it, 
but rode toa Countrey houſe of his, Randing abouttenne miles / wy 
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then ce. Being there arriucd, he called a {cruant, inwhom hee repoſed 


eſpeciall cruſt , ſending him to Geneway with two Horſes, writing to his 
Wife,thar he was returned, and ſhee ſhould come thuther to ſee him. Bur 
ſecretly he charged his ſeruant , that fo ſoone as he had brought her to a 
conuenientplace, he ſhould there kill her, withour any pitty or compaſl- 
Gon, and then returne to him againe. 

When the ſeruant was come to Geneway, and had delivered his Let- 
ter and meſſage , Genevra gaue him moſBioyfull welcome ,, and on the 
morrow morning mounting on Horſe-backe with the ſeruant, rode mer- 
rily towards the Countrey houſe; diuers things ſhee diſcourſed on by the 
wayztil they deſcended into a deepe (olitary valey, very thickly beſet with 
high and huge ſpreading Trees,which the ſeruant ſuppoſed to be a meere 
place, for the execution of his Maſters command. Suddenly drawing 
forth his ,Sword,and holding Geneura faſt by the arme,he ſaide;Miſticfle, 
; Quickly commend your ſoule to God, for you muſt die, before you paſſe 
any further. Gezewra (ceing the naked Sword, and heating the words fo 
peremprtorily deliucred, fearefully anſwered ;; Alas deare friend, mer 
for Gods ſake; and before thou kill me, tell me wherein I haue offended 
- thee,and why thou muſt kill me? Alas good Miſtreſſe replied rhe ſeruayr, 
you haue not any way offended me , but in what occafion you haue dif. 
pleaſed your Husband, it is vtterly vnknowne tazne : for he hath ſtrialy 
commanded me, without reſpe& of pitty or compaſſion, to kill you by 
the way as I bring you, and if I'doe it not, he hath ſworne to-hang me by 
the necke. You know good Miſtreſſe, how much I ſtand obliged ro him, 
and how impoſſible it is for me,to contradiR any thing that he comman- 
deth. God 1s my witnefle, that I am cculy compaſſionate of youyand yer 
(by no meanes) may [ler you liue. | | 

Geneura kneeling before him weeping, wringing her hands, thus re- 
plicd. Wilt thou turne Monſter, and be a murtherer of her that neuer 
wronged rhee,to pleaſe another man,and on a bare command?God,who 
truly knoweth all chings, is my fairhfull witneſſe, that I neuer commirred 
any offence , whereby to deſcrue the diſlike of my Husband, much leſle 
lo harſh a recompence as this is. But flying from mine owne iuſtificati- 
on, and appealing tothy manly mercy , thou mayeft {wert thou but ſo 
well pleaſed) in amoment fatisfic both thy Maſter and me, in ſuch man- 
ner as | will make plaine and apparant to thee. Take thou my garments, 
ſpare me onely thy doublet, and ſuch a Bonnet as is fitting for a man, ſo 
returne with my habite to thy Maſtcr , aſſuring him , that the deede is 
done. And here ſiveare to thee , by that life which I enioy bur by thy 
mercy , I will ſo ſtrangely diſguiſe my ſelfe, and wander fo farre off from 
theſe Countries,as neither he or thou,nor any perſon belonging to theſe 
parts, ſhall cuer heare any tydings of me. 

The feruant , who had no great good will to kill her, very eaſily grew 
pitiful, ronke off her vpper garments,and gaue her a poorc ragged dou- 
blet, aſilie Chapperone , and ſuch ſmall ſtore of money as he had, defi- 
ting her to forſake that Countrey , and ſo left her to walke on foote _ 
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ofthevally. Whenhe cameo his Maiſter , and had delivered him her 
garments, he aſſured him , tharhe had nor onely accompliſhed his com- 
maund, but alſo was moſt ſecure from any diſcouery : becauſe he had no 
ſooner done the deede, but foure or fiue very rauenous Volfes, came 
preſently running to the dead body , and gaue it buriall in their bellies, 
Bernardo ſoone after returning to Geneway , was much blamed for ſuch 
vnkinde cruelty to his wife ; but his conſtant auouching of her treaſon to 
him (accordyng then to the Cbuntrics cuſtome) did cleare him from all 
purſuitc of law. 

Poore Geneara, was left thus alone and diſconſolate,and night ſtealin 
faſt vpon her, ſhee went to alilly village neerc —_—_ whete (by the 
meancs of a good olde woman) ſhe got ſuch prouilion as the place affor- 
ded, making the doublet fit ro her body , and conuerting her petcicote 
roa paire of breeches, according to the Mariners faſhion : they cuttin 
her haire , and queintly Ciſguiſcd like to a Sayler , ſhee went to the Sea 
coaſt. By good fortune, ſhe met there with a Gentleman of Catbalogna, 
whoſe name was Sigmor Exchararcho , who came on land from his Ship, 
which lay hulling there about 4lbagia, to refreſh himſelfe ata pleaſanc 
Spring. Epchararchotaking herto be a man, as ſhee appeared na other- 
wiſe by her habite 3 vpon ſome conference paſling berweene them, ſhee 
was entertained inta his feruice , and being brought aboord the Ship, 
ſhe went vnder the name of Siaurans da Finale. There (hee had better 
apparcll beſtowne on her by the Gentleman, and her ſeruice proued ſa 
K 4 4 and acceptable to him, that hee liked her care and diligence be- 
yondall compariſon. 

It came to paſſe within a ſhort while after, that this Gentlemanof 
Cathalogna ſayled (with ſome charge of his) into Alexandria, carying thi- 
ther c-rraine peregrine Faulcons , which hee preſented to the Soldanc : 
who oftentimes welcommed this Gentlemanto his table, where hee ob- 
ſcrued the behauiour of Sicur4ns, attending on his Maſters trencher, 
and therewith was ſo highly pleaicd; that he requeſted to have him from 
the Gentleman, who (for his more aduancement) willingly parted with 
his ſo lately entertained ſcruant. Sicwrans was ſo ready and diſcreete in 
his dayly ſeruices; that he grew in as greatgrace with the Soldane,as be- 
fore he had done with Enchararcho. 


Ar a certaine ſeaſon in the yeare, ascuſtomaric order (there obſerued) 
had formerly beene, in the Citic of Acres,which was vnder the Soldanes 
ſubicCtion : there yearely met a great aſſembly of Merchants, as Chriſti- 
ans, Moores, lewes, Sarrazines, and many other Nations beſide, as at a 
common Mart or Fayre. And to the end, that the Merchants (for the 
better ſale of their goods) might be there in the ſafer aſſurance the Sol- 
dane vſed to ſend thither ſome of his ordinarie Officers, and aſtrong 
guard of Souldiers beſide, to defend them from all iniuries and moleſta- 
tion, becauſc he reaped thereby no meane benefit. And who ſhould be 
now ſent about this buſineſſe, but his new eleed fauourite Sicurans; be- 
Cauſe ſhe was $kilfull and perfe&inthelanguages. 
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Sicurano being come to Acres, as Lord and Captaine of the Guaxd 
fr the Merchants, and for theſafery of their Merchandizes : ſhe diſchar- 
ged her office moſt commendably, walking with hertraine through cue- 
ry part of the Fayre, where ſhee obſerucd a worthy company of Mer- 
chants, Sicilians, Piſanes, Genewayes, Venerians , and other [talians, 
whom che more willingly ſhee noted , in remembrance of her native 
Countrey. At one eſpecialltime,among other, chancing into a Shop or 
Boothe belonging to the Venetians ſhe eſpied (hanging vp with other 
coſtly warcs) a Purſe anda Girdle, which ſuddainly ſhee remembred to 
be ſometime her owne,whereat ſhe was not a little abaſhed in her mind. 
Bur, without making any ſuch outward thew , courteoully the requeſted 
to know whole they were, and whether they ſhould be ſold, or no. 

Ambroginolo of Placentia, was likewiſe come thither, and great ſtore of 
Merchandizes hee had brought with him , in a Carrack appertaining to 
the Venetians , and hee, hearing the Captaine of the Guard demaund, 
whoſe they were; ſtepped foorth before him , and ſmiling, anſwered : 
Thatthey w-:re his, but not to beſolde, yet if hee liked them gladly, hee 
would beſtowe them on him. Sicuranoſecing him (mile, ſuſpeRed, leaſk 
himſclfe had (by ſome vnficting behauiour) beene the occaſion thereof: 
and therefore , with a more ſctled countenance, hee ſaid. Perhaps thou 
{mileſt, becauſe I that am a man, profeſſing Armes , ſhould queſtion af- 
ter ſuch womanith toyes. Ambroginoloreplied. My Lord, pardon me, 


' Iſmile not at you, or your demaund ; but at the manner how I came by 


theſe things. 

Sicurano, vpon this anſwere,was ten times more de{1rous then before, 
and ſaid. If Fortune fauoured thee in friendly manner, by the obtaining 
of theſe things : if 1t may be ſpoken, tell me how thou hadit chem. My 
Lord (anſwered Ambrozinolo) theſe things (with many more beſide) 
were giuen me by a Gentlewoman of Gexeway, named Macaime Genenra, 
the wife to one Bernardo Lomellins,in recompence of one nights lodging 
with her .and ſhe deſired me ro keepe them for her ſake. Now,the maine 
reaſon of my ſmiling, was the remembrance of her husbands tolly,in wa- 
ging hue thouſand Duckets of golde, againſt one thouland of mine, that 
| !hould not obraine my will of his wife, which I did, and thereby wone 
the wager. But hee, wio better deſerued to be punithed for his folly, 
then ſhee , who was bur {icke of all womensdiſeaſc : returning from Pa- 
745 tO Geneway, cauſed her to beſlaine, as afterward it was reported by 
himſelte. | 

VVhen S$icurans heard this horrible lye , immediatly ſhee conceiued, 
that this was the occaſion ofher husbands hatred to her, and all the hard 
haps which ſhe had fince ſuffered : whereupon, ſhee reputcd it for more 
then a mortal! ſinne , ifſuch a villaine ſhould paſſe without due puniſh- 
ment. Sic#rano ſeemed to like well this report, and grew into ſuch fami- 
liarity with CXmbrozinolo, that (by her perſwaſions) when the Fayre was 
ended, ſhe tooke him higher with her into Alexandria, and all his Wares 
along with him Furniſhing him with a fit and convenient Shop where Ms 

| made 
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made great benefit of his Merchandizes , truſting all his monies in the 
Captaines cuſtody,becauſcit was the ſafeſt courſe for him,and ſo he con. 
tinued there with no meane contentment. 

Much did ſhee pirty her Husbands perplexity,deuiſing by what good 
and warrantable meanes, ſhe might make knowne her innocency to him; 
wherein her place and authority did greatly ſted her , and thee wrou ehr 
withdiuers g2!l2nt Merchants of Geweway, that then remained in Alexay. 
dria,and by vertue of the Soldans friendly Letters, beſide to bring him thi- 
ther vpon an eſpeciall occaſion. Come he did, albeit in poore and meane 
order , which ſoone was better altered by her appointment, and he ve 
honourably (though in priuate) enterrained by divers of her worthy 
friends, till time did favour what ſhee further intended. 

In the expeQation of Bernardoes artivall , ſhee had ſo preuailed with 
Ambrozinolo, that the ſame tale which he formerly tolde to her,he delive- 
red againc in preſence of the Soldane, who ſeemed to be well pleaſed with 
it : But after ſhee had once ſeencher Husband , ſhee thought vpon her 
more ſcrious buſineſle ; prouiding her ſelfe of an apt opportunity, when 
ſhee entreated ſich fauour of the Soldane, that both the men might be 
brought before him, where if Ambroginolo would not conteſſe (without 
conſtraint) that which he had made his vaunt of concerning Bernardoes 
Wite , he mightbe compelled thereto perforce. 

Sicuranoes word was a Law with the Seldane, ſo that Ambroginolo and 
Bernardo being brought face to face, the Soldaxe, with a ſterne and angry 
countenance, inthe preſence of a moſt Princely Aﬀſembly; commanded 
Ambrozmolo to declare the truth, yea,vpon peril of his life, by what means 
he won the wager , of the five thouſand golden Duckets he received of 
Bernardo. Ambroginoloſecing Sicurans there preſent, vpon whoſe favour 
he wholly relied, yet perceiuing her lookes likewiſe to be as dreadfull as 
the Soldanes, and hearing her threaten him with moſt greeuous torments, 
except hereuealed the truth indeede: you may eaſily gueſle (faire com- 
pany ) in what condition he ſtood at thatinſtant. 

Frownes and fury he beheld on either ſide, and Bernardo ſtanding be- 
tore him, with a worlJ of famous witneſles, to heare his lie confounded 
by his owne confeſſion , and his tongue to denie what it had beforeſo 
conſtantly auouched. Yet dreaming on no other paine or penalty,but re- 
ſtoring backe the five thouſand Duckets of gold, and the other things by 
him purloyned,truly he reuealed the whole forme of his falſhood, Then 
Stcurano according as the Soldane had formerly commanded him, tur. 
ning to Berpardo, ſaide. And thou, vpon the ſuggeſtion of this foule lie, 
what didſt thou to thy Wife ? Being (quoth Bernardo) ouercome with 
rage, forthe loſſe cf my money, and the diſhonour I ſuppoſed to receiue 
by my Wife; I cauſed a ſeruant of mine to kill her, and as he credibly a- 
ha , her body was deuoured by rauenous Wolues in a moment 
after. 

Theſethings being thus ſpoken and heard, inthe preſence of the So/- 
dane, and no rea(on (as yer) made knowne, why the caſe was fo wm” 

vrged, 
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vrocd, and to what endir would fucceede: Srcurano ſpake in this manner 
0 the Soldane. My gracious Lord, you may plainely perceiue,in what 
degree that poore Gentlewoman might make her vaunt - being {o well 
prouided, born of algaing friend, and a husband. Such was the friends 
lJoue, that man inſtanr, and by a wicked lye, hec robbed her both of her 
renowne and honour, and bereft her alſo of her husband. And her hu(- 
band , rather crediting anothers falſhood , then the invincible rructh, 
whercofhe had faithfull knowledge , oy long and very honourable ex DC- 
rience; cauſed her robe ilaine, and made foode for deuouring VV olues. 
Beſide allthis , ſuch was the good will and afteion , borne tothat wo- 
man borh by friend and husband , that the longeſt continuer of them in 
her company, makes them alike in knowledge of her. But becauſe your 
orcat wiledome knoweth perfe@ly,what each ofthem hauc worthily de- 
ſcrued: if you pleaſe (in your euer knowne gracious benignity) ro per- 
mit the puniſhment of the decetuer , and pardon the party ſo deceined ; 
[will procureſuch meanes, that ſhe ſhallappeare here in your preſcace, 
and theirs. 

The Soldane, being deſirous to giue Stcuraro all manner of ſatisfaQi- 
on, hauing followed the courſe ſo induſtriouſly ; bad him to prodvce the 
woman , and hee was well contented. Vhereat Bernardo ſtoode much 
amazed, becauſe he verily belecued that ſhe was dead. And Ambroginolo 
foreſceing already 2 preparation for puniſhment, feared, that the repay- 
ment of the money would not now ſerue his turne : not —_ alſo 
what he ſhould further hope or ſuſpe&t, if the woman her ſelfe did per- 
fonally appeare , which hee imagined would bea miracle. Sricurarnoba- 
uving thus obtayned the Soldanes permiſſion , in teares , humbling her 
{elte at his feerte, ina moment ſhee loſt her manly voyce and demcanour, 
as knowing,that ſhe was now no longer to vie them,but mult truely wit- 
neſle what the was indeede.,and therefore thus {pake. 

Great Soldane, I am the miſerable and vnfortunatc Gexeuza, that, for 
the ſpace of fixe whole yeares, haue wandered throvgh the world, in the 
habite of a man , falfly and moſt malicioutly ſlaundercd , by this villai- 
nous traytour Ambrozinolo, and by this vnkinde cruel] husband, betrayed 
to his ſeruantto be {laine, andleft to be deuoured by ſauage beaſts. Af- 
terward, defiring ſuch garments as berter fitted for her, and ſhewing her 
breſts ; ſhe made it apparant , before the Soldane and his afliſtants, thar 
the was the very ſame woman indeede. Then turning her ſelte ro Am- 
Lrozinolo, with more then manly courage, (he demaunded of him,when, 
and where it was, that he lay with her, as (villainouſly) he was nor aſha- 
med to make his vaunt. Bur hee, having alreacic acknowledged the 
contrarie, being tricken dumbe with ſhamefull diſgrace, was not abic to 
viter one word. 

The Soldane, who had alwayes reputed Src#rano to be a man, hauing 
lieard and ſcene ſo admirable an accident : was ſo amazed in his minde, 
that many times he was very doubtful, whether this was a dreame,or an 
abſoluterelation of trueth. But, after hee had more ſeriouſly conſidered 

_ thereon, 


3 


—_— 


Nouell. 9, T he ſecond Day of Decameron. 

thereon, and found it to bereall and infallible : with extraordinary gra- 
cious prailes, he commended the life, conſtancie,conditions and vertues 
of Geneura, whom (till chat time)he had alwayes called Sicurano. So com- 
mitting her to the company of honourable Ladies, to be changed from 
her manly habitc : he pardoned Bernardo her husband (according to her 
requeſt formerly made) although hee had more iuſtly deferued death , 
which likewiſe himſelfe confeſſed, and falling at the feete of Geneura, de- 
ſired her (in teares) to forgiue his raſh tranſgrefſhon,which moſt louingly 
ſhe did kiſſing and embracing him a thouſand times. 

Then the Soldaneſtriatly commaunded, that on ſome high and emi. 
nent place of the Citie, Ambroginolo ſhould be bound and impaled on a 
Stake, having his naked body anointed all ouer with honey,dhd neuer to 
be taken off, vntill (of it ſelfe) it fell in pieces , which, according to the 
ſentence, was preſently performed. Next,he gaue expreſſe charge,that 
all his mony and goods ſhould be giuen to Geneura, which valued abouc 
ten thouſand double Duckets. Forth-with with a ſolemne feaſt was pre- 
pared, wherein, muchhonour was done tc Berpardo, being the husband 
of Geneura : and to her.as to a moſt worthy woman, and matchleſſe wife, 
he gaue in coſtly Iewels, as alſo veſlcls of gold and filuer plate, ſo much 
25 amounted to abous ten thouſand double Duckets more. 

When the fea(ting was finiſhed , he cauſed a Ship to be furniſhed for 
them, graunting them licence to depart for Geneway when they pleaſed; 
whicher they returned moſt rich and joyfully , being welcommed home 
with great honour, eſpecially Madame Geyeurs,whom cuery one ſuppo= 
ſed to be dead, andalwayes afrer, fo long as ſhee liued, ſhee waxmolt fa- 
mous forher manifold vertues. But as for Ambrogznelo, the very ſame 
day that he was impaled onthe Stake, annointed with honey, and fixed 
in theplace appointed, to his no meane torment : he not onely died, but 
likewiſe was deuoured to the bare bones,by Flyes, Waſpes and Hornets, 
whereof the Countrey notoriouſly aboundeth. And his bones, in full 
forme and faſhion, remained ſtrangely blacke for along while after, knit 
together by the {inewes; as a witneſle to many thouſands of people, 
which afterward beheld his carkafle of his wickednefle againſt ſo good 
and vertuous a woman, that had not fo much as a thought of any cuill 
towards him. And thus was the Prouerbe truly verified, that ſhame ſuc- 


ceederh after vgly ſinne, and the deceiuer is trawpled and trod , by ſuch 
as himſclfe hath decceiued. 
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Pagamino da Monaco , 4 ronng Pirate on the Seas , caried awiy the faire 
Wife of S1gnior Ricciardo di Chinzica , who underitanains where ſhee 
w.cs, went thither , and falling into friendſhip with Pagamino, demaunded 
his Wife of bum 4, whereto he yeelded, prouded, that ſhee would willmzly goe 


away with him. She denied to part thence with her Husband, and yignior 
Ricciardo dyin? ; ſhe became the Wife of Pagamino. 
- The tenth Nouell. 
herein olde men are wittily reprebgnded , that will match themſclues with 


younzer women, then 4s fit for their yeares and inſufficicncie ; neuer con- 
fiderins , what afterward may kappen to them. 


Þ Very one in this honeſt and gracious aſſembly,molt higlily coromen- 

ded the Nouell recounted by the Queene : but eſpecially Dronews, 
who remained, to finiſh that dayes pleaſure with his owne diſcourſe ; and 
after many praiſes ofthe former tale were paſt, thus he began. Faire La- 
dies, part of the Quecnes Nouell, hath made an alteration of my minde, 
from that which I intended to proceede next withall,and therefore I will 
report another. 1 cannot forget the vamanly indiſcretion of Bernardo, 
but much more the baſe arrogancie of Ambroginolo, how iuſtly delerued 
ſhame fell vpon him ; as well it may happen to all other , that areſo vile 
in their owne opinions, as he apparantly approued himſcite ro be. For, 
a3 mcn wander abroade in the world , according to their occaſions in di- 
ucrſity of Countries , and obſervation of the peoples behauiour : ſo are 
their humours as variouſly tranſported. Andif they finde women wan- 
tonly Jiipoſed abroade, rhe like iudgement they giue of their wines at 
home, asifrhey had neuer knownetheir birth and breeding , or made 
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roofe of their loyall carriage towards them. VVherefore, the Tale that 
Lonad to relate, will likewiſe condemne all the like kinde of men; but 
more eſpecially ſuch , as ſuppoſe themſelues to be endued with more 
ſtrength, then Nature euer meantto beſtow vpon them, fooliſhly belce- 
ving, that they can couer and atisfie their owne defeRs, by fabulous de. 
monſtrations; and thinking to faſhion other of their owne complexions, ' 
that arc mcerely ſtrangers to ſuch groſle follies. 

Let me tell you then,that there liuedin Piſa(about ſome hundred yeeres 
before Tw(canie & Liguria came to embrace the Chriſtian Faith) a ludge 
berter ſtored with wildome and ingenuity, then corporall abilities of the 
body, he being named Signior Ricciardo di Cinzica, He being morethen 
halfe perſwaded,that he could content a woman with ſuch fartisfa&ion as 
be daily beſtowed on his ſtudies, being a widdower, and extraordinarily 
wealthy; laboured (with no meanc paines and endeauour)to enioy a faire 
and youthfull wife in marriage : both which qualities he ſhould much rg- 
ther haue auoyded, ifhe could haue miniſtred as good counſell to him, as 
he did to others, reſorting to him for aduice. 

Vpon this his amorous and diligent inquiſition, it came ſoto paſſe, 
that a worthy Gentleman, called Bertolomea, one of the very faireſt and 
choyſeſt young Maidesin Piſa, whoſe youth did hardly agree withhis 
age ; but mucke was the moriue of this mariage, and no expeCation of 
mutuall contentment. The Iudge being maried, and the Bride broughe 
ſolemnly home to his houſe , we need make no queſtion of brauecheare 
& banqueting,wel furniſhed by their friends on either fide: other matters 
werenow hammering in the Iudges head, for though he could pleaſe all 
his Clyents with counſell ; yet now ſuch a ſute was commenced againſt 
himſelf,and in Beauties Court of continual requeſts,thar the Iudge failing 
in plea for his owne defence, was often non-ſuited by lacke of anſwer; yer 
he wanted neither good wines,drugges, and all reftauratiues,to comfort 
the heart, and encreaſe good blood, bur all auayled nor in this caſe. 

But well farc a good courage,where performance faileth,hecouldlibe- 
rally commend his paſſcd iouiall dayes, and make a promiſe ofas faire fe- 
licities yet to come ; becauſe his youth would rencw it ſelfe , like to the 
Eagle, and his vigour in as fullforce as before, But beſide all theſe idle al- 
legations, he would needs inſtru his wife in an Almanack or Calender, 
which (long before) he had bought at Rawenna, and wherein he plainely 
ſhewed her, that there was not any oneday inthe yeere, bur it was dedi- 
cared to ſome Saintor other. In reuerence of whom, and for their ſakes, 
he approued by diuers arguments & reaſons, that a man & his wife ought 
to abſtaine from bedding together. Hereto he added, that thoſe Saints 
daycs had their faſts & feaſts, beſide the foure ſeaſons ofthe yeere, the vi- 
gils of the Apoſtles, and a thouſand other holy dayes, with Fridaycs, Sa- 
turJayes, & Sundayes, in honor of our Lords reſt, and all the ſacred time 
of Lent; as alſo certaine obſervations of the Moone, & infinite other ex- 
ccptions beſide; thinking perhaps, that it was as conuenient for men to 
refraine from their wiues conuerſation, as he did often times from fitting 


in the Court, Theſe were his daily documents to his young a jet 
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\vith(poore ſoule)ſhe became lo tired, as nothing could be moreitkſome 


to her; and very careful ſhe was, leſt any other ſhold reach her what bel. 
2d to working daics, becauſe he wold haue herknow none but holidaies, 

Afterward it came to paſſc,thar the ſcaſon waxing extremely hor, Sis- 
nor Ricciardo would goe recreate himlfelfe ar his houſe in the Countrey, 
necre vnto the black Mountaine, where for his faire wiues more content- 
ment, he continued diuers dayes 3. PwnIn And for her further recreati- 
on, he gaue order, to haue aday of fiſhing, he going aboard a ſmall Pin- 
nace among the Fiſhers, and ſhee was in another, conſorted with diucrs 
other Gentlewomen, in whoſe company ſhee ſhewed her lelfe very well 
pleaſed, Delight madethem launch further into the Sea, then either the 
Iudge was willing they ſhould have done, or agreed with reſped of their 
owne ſafery. For ſuddenly a Galliot came vpon them , whercin was one 
Pazamino, a Pyrate very famous in thoſe dayes, who eſpying the two Pin- 
naces , made out preſently to them , and ſeized on that wherein the wo- 
men were. Vhen he bcheld there lo faire a young woman, he coucted 
afcerno other purchaſe; but mounting her into his Gallior,in the fight of 
Stonior Ricctardo, who(by this time)was fearcfully landed, he caricd her a- 
way with him. When $720 Iudge had ſcene this theft (he being (o ica- 
lous of his wife, as ſcarcely he would let the ayre breathe on her) it were a 
ncedlefſe demand , toknow whether he was offended, or no. He made 
complaint at Piſa, and in many other places beſide , what iniury he had 
ſuſtainedby thoſe Pyrares,in carying his wife thus away from him: bur all 
was in vaine,heneither(as yer)knew the man,nor whether he had conucy- 
cd hertrom him. Pagamine perceiving what a beautifull woman ſhe was, 
made the more precious eſteeme of his purchaſe,and being huvſelfe a ba- 
chelar, intended to keepe her as his owne; comforting herwith kina and 
pleaſing ſpeeches, not vſing any harſh or vnciuill demeanor to her, be- 
cauſe ſhee wept and lamented grieuouſly, But when night came, her huſ- 
bands Calendar falling from her girdlc,and all the faſts 8 featls quite out 
of her remembrance;ſhe receiued ſuch curteous conſolations from Paga- 
mins, that before they could arrive at 44onaco,the Iudge & his Law cales, 
_ werealmoſt out of hermemory,ſuch was his affable behauiour to her,ana 
ſhe began to conuerle with him in more friendly manner, and he entrea- 
ting her as honourably, as if ſhee had beenc his eſpouſed wife, 

Within a ſhort while after,report had acquainted Rrccrardothe Iudge, 
where,& how his wife was kept from him;whereupon he determined,not 
toſcnd any one, bur rather togo himſelfe in perſon,8& to redeem her from 
the Pyrate,with what ſums of mony he ſhould demand. By Sea he paſſed 
' to Monags,where he ſaw his wife,and ſhee him,as(ioone after)ſhee made 
known to Pazamino.On the morrow following, Sigmior Kicciardo meeti 
with Pagamino,madc means to be acquainted with him, & within lefle the 
| anhoures ſpace, they grew into familiar & priuare conference: Pagamino 
yer pretending not to know him,bur expected what iſſue this ralke would 
lort to. When time ſerued,the Iudge diſcourſed the occaſion of his com- 
ming hither deſiring him to demand what ranſome he pleaſed, & rhar he 
Might hauc his wife home with him; wherero Pagaminothus anſwered. 
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My LordIudge, you are welcome hither, andto anſwer you breefel 

very true itis, that I baue a yong Gentlewowan in my houſe , whome 
neither know to be your wife, or any other mans elſe wharſoeuer: for I. 
am ignorant both of you and her, albeit ſhe hath remained a while here 
with rwe. If you bee her husband , as you ſcemeto auouch, I will brin 
her to you, tor you appeare to be a worthy Gentleman,and (queſtionles) 
ſhe cannot chuſe but know you perfeRQly. If ſhe do confirme that which 
you haucſaid, and be willing to departhence with you : Iſhall reſt wel] 
ſatisficd, and will haue no other recompencefor her ranſome (in regard 
of your graue and reuerent yeares)but what your ſclfe ſhall pleaſe to giue 
me.But if it fall out otherwiſe,and prouec not to be as you haue affirmed: 
you ſhall offer me great wrong, in ſccking to get her from me; becauſe [ 
am a young man,and can as well maintaineſo faire a wife, as you,or any 
man elſe that Iknow. Belecue it certainly, replied the Iudge, that ſhe is 
my wife, and if you plcaſe to bring me where ſhe is, you ſhall ſooneper. 
ceiue it: for, (he will preſently caſt her armes about my neck, and I durſt 
aduenturethe vtter loſſe of her, if ſhee denie to doe it in your preſence. 
Come on then, ſaid Pagamino, and let vs delay the time no longer. 

When they were entred into Pagaminees houſe, and fate downe inthe 

Hall, ke cauſcd her to be called, and ſhee, being readily prepared forthe 
purpoſe, cameforth ofher Chamber before them both, where friendly 
they ſate conuerling together ; neuer vttering any one word to Signior 
Ricciardo, or knowing him from any other ſtranger, that Pagamno might 
bring in to the houſe with him. Which when my Lord the Judge be- 
held, (who expected to finde a farre more gracious welcome) he ſtoode 
as a man amazed, ſaying to himſelfe. Perhaps the extraordinary grictc 
and mellancholly,ſuftered by me ſince therime ofher loſle; hath fo altred 
my wontedcomplexion, that ſhee is not able to take knowledge of me. 
Wherefore, going necrer to her, hee ſaid. Faire Louc, dearcly haue] 
bought your going on fiſhing,becauſe neuer man felt the like afflictions, 
as | haue done (ince the day when I loſt you : but by this your vncivill fi- 
lence,you ſeeme as if you did not know me. VVhy deareſt Love,ſeeſt thou 
not that I am thy husband Rrcciardo, who am come to pay what ranſome 
this Gentleman ſhall demaund, euen in the houſe where now we are: ſo 
to conuay thee home againe, vpon his kinde promiſe of thy deliverance, 
after the payment of thy ranſome ? 

Bertolomea turning towards him , and ſeeming as if ſhee ſmiled toher 
ſclte, thus anſwered. Sir,ſpeake you to me ? Aduiſe your ſelfe well, caſt 
you miſtake me for ſome other, becauſe, concerning my ſelfe, I doe not 
remember, that euer I did ſee you till now. How now quorh Riccardo? 
conlider better what youſay, looke more circumſpeQAly on me, and then 
you will remember,that I am your louing husband,and my name is Kicc- 
ardo di Cinzica, You muſt pardon me Sir, replied Bertolomes, I know it 
notſo fitting for a modeſt woman (though you (perhaps) are ſo perſwa- 
ded) to ſtand gazing in the faces of men : and let mee looke vpon you ne- 
uer ſo often, certaine | am, that (till chis inſtant) hauc noc ſeene you. 

My Lord ludge caccined in his mind,thatthus ſhe denicd all knowlecg 
| 0 
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of him, as ſtanding in fearc of P4g4amino, and would not confeſſe him in 
his preſence. VWherefore hee entreated of Pa7amino, to affoord him ſo 
much fauour,that he might ſpeake alone with her in her Chamber. Para- 
in anſivered, thathe was well contented therewith, provided, that he 
ſhould not kiſſe her againſt her will. Then he requeſted Bartolomea, to goe 
with him alone into her Chamber, there to heare what he could ſay, and 
ro anſwere him as ſhee found occation. When they were come into the 
Chamber, and none there preſent bur he and ſhee, Siemior Kicciardo be- 
gan inthis manner. Heart of my heart, life of my life, the ſweeteſt hope 
that I haue in this world ; wilt thou not know thine owne Ricciardo, who 
Joueth thee more then he doth himſelfe ? Why art thou ſo firange? Am I 
ſo disfigured,that thou knoweſt me nor? Behold me with a more pleaſing 
cye, I pray thee. 

Bercolomea ſmiled to her ſelfe,and without ſuffering him to proceed any 
further in ſpeech, returned him this anſwere. I would haue you to vnder- 
ſtand Sir, that my memory 1s not ſo dbliuious, but I know you to be Sy- 
nor Ricctardo di Cinzica, and my husband,by name or title; bur during the 
timethar I was with you,it very ill appeared that you had any knowledge 
ofme. For it you had been ſo wiſe and confiderate,as(in your own iudge- 
ment } the world reputed youto be , you could not be voide of ſo much 
apprehenſion, but did apparantly percciue, that I was young, freſh, and 
cheeretully diſpoſed; and fo (by conſequent)meer ro know matters requi- 
ſire for ſuch young women, beſide allowance of food & garments,though 
baſhfulneſle & modeſty forbid to vtrer it. But if ſtudying the Lawes were 
more welcome to you then a wife, you ought not to haue maricd, & you 
looſe the worthy reputation of a Iudge, when you fall from that venera- 
ble profeſſion, and make yourſelfe a common proclaimer of feaſts and ta- 
ſting dayes,lenten ſeaſons,vigils,& ſolemnities due to Saints, which pro- 
kibite the houſhold conuerſation of husbands and wives. 

Here am I now with a worthy Gentleman, that entertained mee with 
very honourable reſpeR, and hereT liue in this charaber, not ſo much as 
hearing of any feaſts or faſting daies ; for,neither Fridaies, Saturdaics,v1- 
gils of Saints, or any lingering Lents, enter at this doore: but here is ho- 
neſt and ciuill conuerſarion, better agreeing with a youthfull diſpoſition, 
then thoſe harſh documents wherewith you tutord me, Vherefore my 
purpoſe is ro continue here with him,as being a place ſutablero my mind 
& youth,referring feaſts,vigils,& faſting dayes, to a more marure & ſtay- 
edtime of age, when the body is better able to endure them, & the mind 
. may be prepared for ſuch ghoſtly medications : depart therctorc at your 
owne pleaſure, and make much of your Calender, without enioying any 
company of mine, for you heare my reſolued determinarion. 

The ludge hcaring theſe words, was ouercome with exceeding gricte, 
& when ſhe was ſilent,thus he began. Alas deare Loue, what an anſwer 
1s this? Haſt thou no regard ofthine owne honor, thy Parents,& friends? 
Canſt thou rather affect to abide here, for the pleaſures of this man, and 
{o lin capirally,then to lie ar Pſa inthe ſtate ofmy wife? Conſider dearc 
heart, when this man ſhall waxe weary of thee, to thy ſhame & his owne 
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diſgrace, he will reic& thee. I muſt and ſhall loue thee for euer,and wher, 
I dye, Lleauc thee Lady and commandreſle of all that is mine. Can an 
inordinate appetite , cauſe thee to be careleſſe of thinc honour, and of 
him that loucs thee as his owne life ? Alas,my faireſt hope, ſay no more 
ſo,but returne home with me, and nowthat I am acquainted with thy in- 
clination ; I will endeauour heereafter to giue thee better contentment. 
Wherefore (deare heart) doc not denic me, but change thy minde, and 
goc with mie, for I never ſaw merry day ſince Hoſtthee, 

Sir(quoth ſhe)I defire no body to haue care of mine honor,beſide my 
ſelfe, becauſe it cannot be here abuſed. And as for my parents, what re- 
ſpect had they of me, when they made me your wite : If then they could 
be {o careleſs of mee, what reaſon hauc I to regard them now ? And 
whereas you taxe me,that I cannot liue here without capitall fin; farre is 
the thought thereof from me , for, here I am regarded as the wife of Pa. 
gamino, but at Piſa, you reputed me not worthy your ſociety : becauſe, by 
the point of the Moone,and the quadratures of Geomatrie ; the Planets 
held coniunRtivn berweene you and me, whereas here I am ſubic&tono 
ſuch conſtellations. You ſay beſtde, that hereafter you will ſtrive to giue 
me better contentment then you haue done: ſurely, in mine opinion it is 
no way poſſible, becauſe our complexions are fo farre different, as Ice is 
from fire , or gold fromdroſſe. As for your allegation, of this Gentle- 
mans rceiecting me, when his humour is ſatisfied ; ſhould ifit proue to be 
ſo (as it is the leaſt part of my feare) what fortune ſoeuer ſhall beride me, 
neuer will I make any meanes to you, what milſcries or miſaduentures 
may happen to me; but the world will affoord me one reſting place or 0- 
ther,and more to my contentment , then tI were with you. Therefore 
I rell you once againe,to liue ſecured from all offence to holy Saints,and 
not to injury their teaſts, faſts, vigills, and other ceremonious ſeaſons: 
hereis my demourance, and fgom hence | purpoſe not to parr. 

Our Iudge was now in a wofull perplexity, and confeſſing his folly, in 
marying a witc ſo yong,and far vnhit for his age and abilitic ; being halfe 
deſperate,ſad and diſpicafed, he came forth of the Chamber, vſing diuers 
ſpeeches to Pazamino, whereot he made little orno account at all, and in 
the cnd, without any other ſucceſle, left his wife there,& returned home 
ro P;/a. There,turther affliftions fell vpon him, becauſe the people began 
to ſcorne him, demanding dayly othim, what was become ofhis gallant 
young wite,making hoines,with ridiculous pointings at him:whereby his 
ſences became dillraCted, o that he ran raving about the ſtreeres,and af- 
terward dicd in very miſerable manner. Which newes cameno ſooner 
to the eare of Pagamizo, but, in the honourable affeQtion hee bare to Ber- 
tolomea, he maricd hcr. with greatſolemniry ; baniſhing all Faſts, Vigils, 
and Lents from his houſe, and living with her in much felicity. Where- 
fore (faire Ladies) I am ofopinion,that Bernardo of Geneway,in his diſpu- 
tation with Ambroginolo,might haue ſhewne himſclfe a great deale wiſer, 
and ſparcd his raſh proceeding with his wife. , 

This tale was ſo merrily entertained among the whole company , thar 
each one {miling vpon another, with one conſent commended Diones, 
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maintaining that he ſpake nothing bur the truth,& condemnin 8 Bernardo 
for his cruelty. Vpon a generall filence commanded,the Queene percei- 
uing charthe time was now very farre ſpenc, and cucry one had delivered 
their ſeuerall Novels,which likewiſe gaue a period to her Royalty : ſhee 
gaue the Crowne to Madam Nephila, pleaſantly ſpeaking to her in this 
order. Heercafter the goucrnment of theſe few people is committed to 
your truſt and care,for with the day concludeth my dominion. Madam 
Neiphila, bluſhing at the honor done vntaher, her cheekes appeared of a 
vermillion tin&ure, her eyes glittering with graccfull deſires, and ſparke- 
ling like the morning Starre. And after the modeſt murmure of the Afi 
ſtants was ceaſed, and her courage incheartull manner ſetled, ſeating her 
ſclfc higher then ſhe did before, thus ſhe ſpake. 

Seeing it is ſo, that you haue elected me your Queene, to varic ſome- 
what from the courſe obſerued by them that went before me, whoſe go- 
ucrament you haue all ſo much commended : by approbation of your 
counſell,l am defirous to ſpeake my mind, concerning what I wold haue 
to be next followed.It is not vnknown to you all,that ro morrow ſhal be 
Friday,and Saturday the next day following, which are daies ſomewhat 
moleſtnousto the moſt part of men, for preparation of their weekly food 
& ſuſtenance. Moreouer, Friday ought to be reuerendly reſpeed, in rc- 
membrance of him, who died to giue vs life, and endured his bitter paſſi- 
on,as on that day ; which makes me to hold it firand expedient, that wee 
ſhould mind more weighty matters,and rather atrend our prayers & de- 
uotions,then the reperition of tales or Nouels, Now concerning Satur- 
day,it hath bin a cuſtom obſerued among women,to barh & wath them- 
ſelucs from ſuch immundicities as the former weekes roile hath impoſed 
on the. Beſide,it is aday of faſting,in honor of the enſuing Sabath, wher- 
on no labor may be done, bur the obſervation of holy exerciſes. 

By that which hath bin ſaide, you may eaſily conceiue, that the courſe 
which we haue hitherto continucd, cannot bee proſecuted, in one and 
the ſame manner : wherfore,l would aduice and do holdirt an ation wel 
perforined by vs, to ceaſe for theſe few dayes,from recounting any other 
Nouels, And becauſe we haue remained here foure daies already, except 
we would ailow che enlarging of our company, with ſome other friends 
that may reſort vnto vs:I think it neceſſary to remoue from hence, & rake 
our pleaſure in another place,which is already by me determined. When 
we ſhalbe there aſſembled, and haue ſlept onthe diſcourſes formerly de- 
livercd,let our next argumentbe ſtil the murabilities of Fortune, bur cſ- 
pecially to concerne ſuch perſons as by their wit and ingenuity, induſtri- 
ouſly haue attained to ſome matter earneſtly deſired,or elſe recoucred a- 
gaine, after the loſſe. Heereon let vs ſeuerally ſtudy and premedicate,that 
the hearers may receiue benefit thereby, with the comfortable mainte- 
nance of our harmleſle recreations; the priuiledge of D:onewgglwayes re- 
ſcrued to himſelfe. 

Euery one comended the Queens deliberation,concluding that it ſhold 
be accordingly proſecuted: and therupon,the maſter of the houſhold was 
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called , to giuc him order for that cuenings Table ſeruice, and what elſe 
concerned the time of the Queenes Royalty, wherein he was ſuffic ienely 
inftrued: which being done, the company aroſe, licenſing cuery onety 
doe what they liſted. The Ladies and Gentlemen walked to the Garden 
and hauing ſported themſelues there a while ; when the houre of ſup 3 
came, they ſatc downe,and fared very daintily. Being riſen from the Ta. 
ble, according to the Queenes command, Madam Emilialed the dance, 
and the ditty following, was ſung by Madam Pampinea, being anſwered 
by all the reſt, as a Chorus, 


The Song. 
Ad if not I, what Lady elſe can ſing, 
Of thoſe delights, which kind contentment bring ? 
Come, come, ſweet Loue, the cauſe of my chiefe good, 


RIES of allmy hopes, the firme and full effett ; 


Sing we together, but in no ſad moode, 
of fizhes or teares , which toy doth counterchecke 
Stolne pleaſures are delightfullm the taſte, 
But yet Lowes fire u often times too fierce ; 
Conſuming comfort with ore-ſpeedy haſte , 
Which into gentle hearts too far doth pierce, 

And if not I, (5c. . 


The firit day that 1 felt this fiery heate, 
So ſweete apaſhzon aid poſſeſſe my ſoule, 
That though I found the torment ſharpe , and great ; 
ret ſtill me thought t was but a ſweete controule. 
Nor could Icount it rude, or rigorous, 
Taking my wonnd from ſuch a piercing eye : 
As made the paine moſt pleaſing, gracious, 
That 1 deſire m ſuch aſſaults to ate. 
Andif not I, 5c. 


Grant they great God of Loue, that 1 may ſtill 
Enioy the benefit of my deſire ; 
And honour her with all my deepeſt kill, 
That firſt enflamde my heart with holy fire. 
To her my bondage is free liberty, 
My fickneſſe health, my tortures ſweet repoſe, 
Say ſhee the word, in full felicaty, 
All my extreames ioyne in an happy cloſe. 
Then if not I, what Lower elſe can fing, 
Of thoſe delights which kind contentment bring. 


After this Song was ended, they ſung diuers other beſide, and hauing 


great variety of inſtruments, they parted ro them as many pleaſing dan- 
CCS. 
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-c5, Bur the Queene conidering that the meere houre for reſt was come, 
with cheir lighted Torches before rhem they all repaired to their Chany 
bers; ſparing the other dayes next ſucceeding , forthoſe reaſons by the 
Queene alleaged, and ſpending the'Sunday in folemne deuotion. 


The ende of the ſecond Day. 


nN 


The Thud Day. 


7 pon which Day all matters to be diſcourſed on, doe paſſe vnatr the regiment of 
Madam Neiphila : concerning ſuch perſons as (by their wit and induitry) 
haue attained to their long wiſhed deſires, orriconered ſomething, ſuppoſed 
to be loſt. 


' The Induttion tothe enſuing Diſcourſes. 


HE morning put on a vermillion countenance, 
and made the Sunne to riſc bluſhing red, when 
the Queene (and all the faire company ) were 
\ come abroade forth of their Chambers; thc Se- 
1} neſhall or great Maſter of the Houſhold, hawing 
(long before) ſent all things neceffary to the place 
of their next intended meeting. And the pco- 
ple which prepared there cuery necdfull matter, 
ſuddainely when they ſaw the (pL@nD = 
Queen was ſetting forward, char- Jr WY W!! 
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ged all the reſt of their foilowers, W@W F< 
as if it had been preparation for a Wl oiaial Wh 2535 
Campe; to make haſt away with 'r fig | 4p 
the carriages,the reſt ofthe Fam. of FTE 
lie remaining behind, to.attend v- [ IP 
pon the Ladies and Gentlemen. | 

With a milde, maicſticke, apd] | 
gentle peace, thEQuieen rode 0p, 1 bk 
being followed by the other La-F 
dics, and the three young Gentle-I} 
men,taking their way towards the JY# $f 
Weſt; conducted by the muſicall Þ A | 
notes of ſiveere ſinging Nightin- YACHTS 
pales, and ijnfirute othet pretty BYE 
Birds beſide, riding in atra@ not ( Nc_ _— 
much frequented , but richly a- P/N ID== 75/N 
bounding with fairc hearbes and OE 6 6: feel 
floures, which by reaſon ofche Sunnes high mounting,beganne to open 
their boſgine , and fill the freſh Ay with their odorifferous perfumcs. 
Before they had trautlled two ſinalf miles diftance, all of them pleaſantly 
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conuerſing togerher;they arriued at another goodly Palace,which being 
ſomewhat mounted aboue the plaine, was {cated on the ſide of alittle ri. 
ſing hill. 

When they were entred there into, and had ſcene the great Hall, the 
Parlors, _ beautifall Chambers , cuery one ſtupendiouſly furniſheg 
with all conuenient commodities to them belonging, and nothing Wan. 
ting, that could be deſired, they highly commended ir,reputing the Lorg 
thereof tor a moſt worthy man,that had adorned itin ſuch Princely man- 
ner. Afterward, being deſcended lower , and noting the moſt ſpacious 
and pleaſant Courr, the Sellars ſtored with the choyleſt Wines, and deli. 
carc Springs of water euery where running, their prayſcs then exceedeg 
morc and more. And being weary with beholding ſuch variety of ple. 
ſures,they ſate downe in a faire Gallery,which rook the view of the whole 
Court, itbcing round engirt with trees and floures , whereof the ſeaſon 
then yeeldcd great plenty. And then came the diſcreete Maſter of the 
Houthold, with diners ſeruants attending on himypreſenting with Com- 
fits, and other Banquerting, asalſo very {ingular Vines, toſerue in fied 
of a breaketaſt. 

Hauing thus repoſed themſclues a while, a Garden gate was ſet open 
rothem, coaſting on one ſide of the Pallace, andround incloſed with 
high mounted walles. Whercinto when they were entred, they found it 
to be a moſt beautiful Garden,ſtored with all varicties that poſſibly could 
be deuiſed ; and therefore they obſerued it the mote reſpeRiuley. The 
walkes and allycs were long and ſpacious, yet direQtly ſtraite as an arrow, 
enuironed with ſpreading vines,wheron the grapes hung in copious clu- 
ſters;which being come to their ful ripeneſle,gaue ſo rare a ſme] through- 
out the Garden, with other ſweete ſauours intermixed among, that they 
luppoſed to feele the freſh ſpiceries of the Eaſt. $ 

le would require large length of time, to deſcribe all the zarities of this 
place, deſerving mil more to be commended, then my beſt faculties 
will affoord me. Inthe middeſt of the Garden , was a ſquare plot, after 
the reſemblance of a Meadow, flouriſhing with high graſſc, hearbes,and 
plants, beſide athoufand diuerſities of floures, cuen as if by the art of 
painting they had beene theredeputed. Round was jt circkled with very 
verdant Orenge and Cedar Trees,their branches plentiouſly ſtored with 
truite both old and new, asalſo the floures growing freſhly among them, 
Ay not onely a rare aſpe& to the cye , but Ki adelicate ſauour to 
che ſmell. | | 

In the middeſt of this Meadow, ſtood a Fountaine of white Marble, 
whereon was engrauen moſt admirable workemanſhip, and within it (I 
know not whether it were by anatutall veinc, or artificiall) owing from 
a figure, ſtanding on a Collomneinthe midſt of the Founraine , ſuch a; 
boungance of water; and ſo mounting vp towards the Skics, that it was a 
wonder to behold. For after the high aſcent, it fell downe againe into the 
wombe of the Fountainc, with ſuch a noyſe and pleaſing murmur, as the 
ſitzcamethar gliderh from a mill. When the recepracle ofthe Fountains 
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did o:eflow the bounds,ir treamed along the Meadow,by ſecret paſla- 


ges and chanels, very faire and artificially made,returnivg 28aine into c- 
uery part ofthe Meadow , by the like wayes of cunning canueighance, 
which allowed it ful courſe into the Garden,running (wifely thence down 
towards the plaine ; but before it came thether, the very ſwift current of 
the ſtreame,did driue two goodly Milles, vvhich brought in great bene- 
fitro the Lord of the ſoile. 

The ſight of this Garden,the goodly grafts,plants,trees, hearbes, fru- 
rages,and flowers,the Springs, Fountaines,and prety riuolers ſirearving 
from it, ſo highly pleaſed the Ladies and Gentlemen, that among other 
infinite commendarions, tacy ſpared not to ſay : ifany Paradiſe remay- 
ned on the earth to be ſeene, it could not poſſibly bee in any other place, 
but onely was contained within the compaſle of this Garden . With no 
meane pleaſure and delight they vvalked round about it, making Chap- 
lets of fowers,and other faire branches of the trees,continually hearing 
the Birds in mellodious notes,ecchoing and warbling one to another, e- 
ven as if they enuicd caci others felicities. 

But yet another beauty (which before had nor preſented ir ſelfe vnto 
them)on a ſodaine they perceyued; namely diuers prety creatures in ma- 
ny parts of the Gardens. In one place Conies tripping about; in another 
Hindes feeding eucty where: yet vvichour ſtrife or vvarring together,bur 
rather living in ſuch a Domeſlicke and pleaſing kinde of company, cuen 
as if they vvere appoyntcd to cnſtrud the moſt noble of all creatures, to 
imitatc their ſociable conuerſation. 

When their ſenſes had ſufficiently banquetted on theſe ſeucra!l beau- 
ties, the tables were ſodainly prepared about the Fountaine, where firſt 
they ſung ſixe Canzonets; and having paced two or three dances, they 
late downe to dinner, according as theQueene ordained,being (erved in 
very {umptuous manner,with all kinde ofcoſtly and delicate viands, yet 
not any babling noiſe among them. The Tables being withdrawne, they 
played againevpontheir inſtruments,ſfinging and dancing gracetully ro- 
gcther : till,in regard of the extreame heate, the Zueene commanded to 
give oucr,and permitted ſuch as were ſo pleaſed , tro rake their caſe and 
reſt. But ſome, as not ſatisficd with the places pleaſures,gaue themſclues 
to walFing : others fell to reading the liues ofthe Romanes ; ſome to the 
Cheſle, and the reſt to other recreations, 

But, after the dayes warmth was more mildely qualified , and euerie 
one had made benefit of their beſt content: they went (by order lent fro 


the Lucene) into the Meadow where the Fountaine ſtood, and being ſet | 
about it,as they vſcd to do in telling their Tales (che argument appoin- | 


ted by the Zucene being propounded) the firſtthat had the charge im- 
poled,was Philotratws,who began inthis manner. | 
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Maſſetto di Lamporechio, by counter fetting himſelfe to be dumbe, became a 
Gardiner in « Monajtery of Nunnes where be had familiar conuerſation 
with them all. The firſt Nouell. | 


herein is declared, that virgmity « very hardly to be kept, in allplaces. 


Coat; Ma woorthy Ladies, there 

C wantesnoſtore of men and 

EXE: Jwomen, thar arc ſo {1mple, asto 

FEIIDAVNSS credit for a certainty, that ſo ſwon 

Volk as a yong virgin hath the veile pnt 

\ Won hir head/after it is once ſhorn 

and filletted) & the blacke Cowle 

MY lgiuen to coucr her withall: ſhee is 

N \no longer a woman,nor more ſen 

$$ IGble of feminine afteions, then 

"NF [as ifin turning Nun, ſhee became 

2289 | conuecrted to a ſtone. And if (per- 

© /Ochance)they heard ſome matters, 

[Ill if car co their former ſetled 

"A = <D perſwaſion ; then they growe ſo 

MF. Fx A) foriouſly offended, as if one had 

CEt———=—= Fig committed a moſt foul and enor- 

- A |mous ſinne, direRly againſtthe 

courſe ofnature. And the torrent of this opinion hurries them on ſo vio- 

lently, that they will not adnue the leaſt tes to conſider, how (in ſuch a 

full ſcope of hberty they haue power to do what they liſt, yea beyonde all 

meanes of {iifficient ſatisfying ; neuer ramembring withall, how potent 
the priviledge of idleneſle is,cſpecially when it is back by ſolitude. 

Inlike manner,there are other people now,who do verily belieue,that 

the Spade and Pickaxe, grofſe feeding and labour, do quench all ſenſual 

and fleſhly concupiſcences, yea, in ſuchas till and husband the grounds, 
by making them dull,blockiſh,and (almoſt) meere ſenſleſle of vnderſtan- 
ding Kee! will approue(according as the Queene hath commanded me, 
and within che compaſſe ofher dirc@ion) and make it apparant to you al, 
by a ſhort and pleaſant Tale ; how greatly they are abuſcd by error, that 
build vpon ſo weake a foundation. 

Not far from Alexandria,there was(and yet is)agreat & goodly Mo- 
naſtery,belonging to the Lord of thoſe parts, who is termed the Admiral. 
And therein,vnder the care andtruſt of one woman, diuers virgins were 
kept as recluſes or Nunnes,vowed to chaſtity of life ; ot of whoſe num- 
ber, the Soldan of Babylon(vnder whom they liucd in ſubicion)at curry 
three yearcs end,had vſually three of theſe virgins ſeat him . Art the time 
wherof I am now to ſpeak, there remained in S Monaſtery,no more but 
cight religious Siſters only, beſide the Gouerneſle or Lady Abbeſſe,and 


an honelt poore man,who was a Gardiner, and kept the garden in com- 
mendable order. His 
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intended to tarry no longer there, but came away, asthou ſeeſt, And 
yet the FacFotum deſired meat my departing, thatif I knew any one,who 
| would vndertakethe aforeſaid labours, I ſhould ſend him thither, as (in- 
deed) I promiſed to do : but let mee fall ficke and dye, before T helpe ro 
fend them any. 4 
When Mafſetto had heard the words of Lurco, hee was ſo defirous to 
dwell among the Nunnes, that nothing elſe now hammercd in his head: 
forhe meant more ſubtilly, then poore Laurcodid, and made no doubt, 
to pleaſe them ſufficiently. 'Then conſidering with himſclfe, how beſt he 
might bring his intent to «ſte ; which appeared nor eafily ro be done 
he could queſtion no further therein with Lurco, bur onely demanded as 
ther matters of him, and among thiem ſaid. Imroth thou didſt well Lur- 
co,to come away from fo tedious a dwellingyhad he not need to be more 
then a man that is to live with ſuch; women? It were betrer for him ro 
dwell among ſo many diucls,becauſe they vnderſtand nor the tenth part 
that womens wily wits can diuc into. Hog 
After theix cogference was ended, Maſſettobegan to bear bis braines, 
how he might compaſic to dwell among them, knowing that he could 
well cnough performe all the labours;whereof Lurco had made memiion: 
he cared norfor any loſe he ſhould ſuſtaine thercby : but onely ſtoode in 
doubt of his entertainment, becauſchewastov yong and ſprighdy.Ha- 
ung pordered on many — ,he aide to himſelfe. The p of i$ 
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farre enough diſtant hence, and none there can take knowledpe of mee: 
if Thaue wit ſufficient, cleanely to wake them beleeue that Lam dumbe, 
then (queſtionleſſe) I ſhall be receiued. And reloluing to profecure this 
determination,he rooke a Spade on his thoulder, and without reucaling 
to any body, whether he went, in the diſguiſe of a poore laboring coun- 
tryman,he trauclled to the Monaſtery. 

When he was there arriued, he found the great gate open, and ente- 
ring in boldly, it was his good hap to eſpy the Fac-tatum in the court, ac. 
cording as Lurco had giuen deſcription of him. Making fignes before 
him, as if he were both dumbe and deafe ;he manifeſted, rhat he craned 
an Almes for Gods ſake, making ſhewes beſide, that it need required, he 
could cleaue wood, or do any reaſonable kinde of ſeruice. The Fac-to- 
tum gladly gaue him food,and afterward ſhewed him diuers knorty logy 
of wood, which the weake ſtrength of Zarcohad left vncloven ; but this 
fellow being more aCtiue and luſy, quickly rent them all to picces.Now 
it ſo fell out, that the Fac-totum muſt needs go to the Forreſt, and tooke 

Maſſetto along with him thither : where cauſing him to fell diners Trees, 
by lignes he bad him to lade the two Aﬀles therewith, which commonly 
carried home alithe wood, and fo driue them to the Monaſterie before 
him, which Maſſertoknew well enough how to do, and performed it ve- 
ry efteQtually. Ys 

Many other ſeruile offices were there to bee done , which cauſed the 
Fac-totum, to make vie of his paines diuers other dayes beſide : in which 
time, the Lady Abbeſle chancing to ſee him,demanded of the Fac-totum 
what he was ? Madam (quoth hee) a poore labouring man, who is both 
deate and dumbe : hither he came to craue an almes the other day,which 
in charity I covld do no leſle but giue him ; for which hee hath done ma- 
ny honelt ſeruices about the houle. Itſeemes beſide, that hee hath ſome 
pretty $kill in Gardening, fo that it I can perſwade him to continue here, 
I make no queſtion of his able ſeruices: tor the old filly man is gone, and 
we haue neede of ſuch a ſtout fellow,ro do the bufinefſe belonging vnto 
the Monaſtery, and one fitter for the turne, comes {ildome hither. More- 
over, in regard of his double imperfcRions, the Siſters can ſuſtaine no 
impeachment by him. VWhereto the Abbeſle anſwered, ſaying ; By the 
faith of my body, you ſpeakebut the truth : vnderſtand then, it hee haue 
any knowledge in Gardening, andwhether hee will dwell heere, orno: 
which compaſle ſo kindly as you can. Let him have anew paire of ſhoes, 
fill his belly daily full of mearc, flatter, and make much of him, for wee 
ſhall findehim worke enough to do. All which, the Fac-tor#m promiſed 
to fuMfill ſufficiently. 

Maſſetto,who was nor farre off from them all this while,bur ſeemed (c- 
riouſly buſied, abour ſweeping and making cleane the Court, hearde all 
theſe ſpecches; and being notalirtte joyfullof them, ſaidero himſelfe. It 
once I come to worke in your Garden, letthe proofe yeelde praife of my 
Skill and knowledge. When the Fac-rorum perctiued, that he knew per- 
fealyhow to vadergohis bulineſle, and had queſtioned himby ſignes, 
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concerning his willingneſſe to ſerue there ſtill, and recciued the like an- 
fiver alſo, of his dutitull readineſlc thereto ; he gaue him order, to worke 
:1 the Garden, becauſe the ſeaſon did now require it ; andto leaue all 0- 
ther atfayres for thc Monaſtery, attending now onely the Gardens pre- 

ration. 
& As Maſſetto was thus about his Garden emploiment,the Nunnes be- 
ganto reſort thither , and thinking the man to bee dumbe and deafe in- | 
deede, were the more lauiſh of their language , mocking and flowting | 
him very immodeſtly, asbeing perſwaded, that he heard them nor. And 
the Lady Abbeſle, thinking he might as well be an Eunuch, as deprived 
both ofhearing and ſpeaking, ſtood thelefle in feare of the Siſters walls, 
but referred them to their owne care and prouidence. Onaday, Maſ/er- 
tohauing laboured ſomewhat extraordinarily,lay downe to reli himiſcife 
awhile vader the trees,and two delicatc yong Nunnes, walking there to 
rake the aire, drew neere tothe place where he diſſembled {leeping; and 
both ofthem obſeruing his comelineſle of perſon, began to pity the po- 
verty of his condition, but much more the miſery of his great defeQtes . 
Then one ofthem,who had alittle liuelicer ſpirit then the other, thinking 
Maſſettoto be faſt a{lecpe,began in this manner. 

Siſter (quoth ſhe) if I were faithfully aſſured ofthy ſecrecic, I woul Pg 
rell chee a thing which I haue often thought on, and it may (perhaps) re- (formed 
dound to thy profit. Siſter, replyed the other Nun, ſpeake your minde to that m- 
boldly, and beleeuc it (on my Maiden-head) that I will never reueale it jc, fuck 
to any creature lining. Encoraged by this folemne anſwer, the firſt Nun with ſuch | 
thus proſecuted her former purpoſe,ſaying. Iknow not Siſter whether it 1g;ou; wo. 
hath entred into thine vnderſtanding orno, how ſtrialy we arc here kept *2+ 
and attended, neuer any man daring to aduenture among vs, except our 
good and honeſt Fac-totum, who is very aged; andtihis dumbetellow, 
maimed, and made imperfe@ by nature, and therefore not woorthy the 
title of a man. Ah Siſter, it hath oftentimes bin told me,by Gentle-wo- 
men comming hither to viſite vs, thatall other ſweetes inthe world, arc 
meere mockeries, to the incomparaole pleaſures of man and woman, of 
which we arc barred by our vnkind parents, binding vs to perpetuallcha- 
fity, which they were neucr ableto obſerue themſelucs., 

A Siſter of this houſe once told me, that before her turne came to be 
ſent to the Soldane, ſhe fell in frailty,with a man that was both lame and 
blinde, and diſcovering the ſameto her Ghoſtly Father in confeſſion; he | 
abſolued her of that ſinne; affirming, that ſhe had not tranſgrefſed with ſ 
a man, becauſe he wanted his rationall and vaderſtanding parts. Behold 
Siſter, heere lyes a creature,almoſt formed in the ſelfe-ſame mold, dumb 
and deafe, which are two the moſt rational and vnderſtanding parts thar 
do belong to any man, and therefore no Man,wanting them. Iffolly & 
frailty ſhould be commixted with him (as many times ſince hee came hi- 
ther it hath run in my minde) hee is by Nature, ſworne to ſuch ſecrecie, 
bat he cannor (if he would) be a blabbe thereof. Beſide, the Lavves and | 


conſlitutions of ourReligion doth teach vs,thar a ſinne ſo afſuredly con- 
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cealed, is more then halfe abſolued. 

Aue Marta Siſter ({aid the other Nunne)what kinde of words are theſe 
ou vtter ? Doe not you know, that wee haue promiſed our vrginity'to 
God ? Oh Siſter (anſwered the other) how many things are promiſed 
to him cuery day, and not one of a thouſand kept or performed ? If wee 
hauc made him ſuch a promiſe, and ſome of our weaker witted Siſters do 
performe it for vs,no doubt but he will accept it in part of payment, Yea 
bur Siſter, replied the ſecond Nunne againe, there 1s another danger ly. 
ing in our way : If wee proue to be with childe, how ſhall we doe then? 
Siſter (quoth our couragious Wench) chou art afraid of a harme, before 
it happen, ifit come {o to paſſe, let vs conſider on it then: thou art but a 
Nouice in matters of ſuch moment, and wee are prouided of a thouſand 
meancs, whereby to preucnt conception. Or, it they ſhould faile, wee 
are ſo ſurely firted , that the world ſhall never know it : ler it ſuffice, our 
lives muſt not be (by any) ſo much as ſuſpected, our Monafrie queſtio- 
ned, or our Religion raſhly ſcandalized. Thus thee ſchooled her youn- 
ger Siſter in wit,albeit as forward as the in will, and longed as defirouſſy, 

to know what kinde a Creature a man was. 

After jome other gueſtions , how this intention of theirs might be 
ſafely brought to full efte& : the ſprightly Nunne, that had wit atwill, 
thus anſwered, Youlce Siſter (quoth the):t 1s now the houre of midday, 
when all the rcſt of our Siſterhood are quiet intheir Chambers, becauſe 
we are then allowed to fleepe, tor our carherriling to morning Mattins, 
Here arc none 1n the Garc.len now but ourſelues,and,while I awake him, 
be you the watch , and afterward follow me in my fortune, tor Twill va- 
liantly leade you the way. aſſetto imitating a dopges fleepe , hea: d all 
this conſpiracic intended againſt him , and longed as carnefllly , till ſhee 
came to awake him, Vhich being done, he ſeeming very fimply ſoctiſh, 
and the chearing him with flattering bchauiour : into the cloſe Arbour 
they went, which the Sunnes bright eye could not pierce into, and there 
I Ieaue 1t tothe Nunnes owne approbation, whether 2/af/etrowas a man 
rationall, or no. 11] deedes require longer time to contriue, then aR, and 
both the Nunnes, hauing beene with Maſ/etto at this new forme of con- 
tefſion, were enioyned (by him) an eafie and filent penance, as brought 
them rhe oftner to ſhritt , and made him to prooue a perfe& Con- 
feflour. 

Deſires obtained, bur not fully ſatisfied, Joe commonly vrge more 
frequent acceſſe, then wiſdome thinkes expedient,or can continue with- 
out diſcouerie. Our two Touiall Nunnes, not alittle proud of their pri- 
uate (bolne pleaſures, fo long reſorted to the cloſe Arbour ; till an other 
Siſter, who had often obſerued their haunt thither , by meanes of a little 
hole in her window ; that ſhee began ro ſuſpe& them with aſſerts, and 
imparted the ſame to two other Siſters, all three concluding , to accuſe 
them betore the Lady Abbeſle. Bur vpon a further conference had with 
the offenders, they changed opinion, tooke the ſame oath as the fore- 


woman had done, and becauſe they would be free from any taxation » 
all; 


— 


a. 7 


all : rhey revealed their aduentures to the other three ignorants , and (\ 
fell all cighr into one formall confederacic, but by good and waric 0b. 
eruacion, leaſtthe Abbeſle her ſelfe ſhould deſcry them; finding poore 
Maſſetto fuch plenty of Garden-worke, as madehim very doubttull in 
plealing them all. 

It came to pafſc in the end, thatthe Lady Abbeſſe, who all this while 
imagined no ſuch mattcer,walking all alone1n the Garden on a day,tound 
Maſſetto\leeping vnder an Almond tree, hauing then very little buſineſſe 
to doe, becauſe he had wrought hard all the night beture. Shee ob(er- 
ned him to be an hanſome man,young,)uſty, well limbde, and proportio- 
ned, having a mercifull commuſleration of his dumbneſſe and deateneſle, 
being perſwaded alſo in hike manner, that if he were an Eunuch too, he 
deſcrued a thouſand times the more to be pittied. The ſeaſon was excee- 
ding hot,and he lay downe fo carelefly tolcepe, that ſomething was no- 
ted, wherein (hee intended to be better reſolued, almoſt falling {icke of 
the other Nunnes diſeaſe, Hauing awaked him,ſhe commanded him; (+ 
ſignes) that he (hould follow her to her chamber, where he waske pi cluſe 
ſo long, that the Nunnes grew offended,becauſe the Gardener came not 
to his dayly labour. 

Well may you imagine that 2aſſetio was no miſle-proud man now, 
to be thus aduanced from the Garden to the Chamber, and by no worſe 
woman,then the Lady Abbeſlc her telic,what ſignes,ſhewes,or what lan- 
guage he ſpeaks there, am not ablero expreſle; onely it appeard that his 
bchaujour pleaſed her ſo well, as ir procured his daily repairing thither ; 
and acquainted her with ſuch familiar converſation, as ſhee would haue 
condemned in the Nuns her daughters, but that they were wiſe enough 
rokeepe it from her. Now began Maſſettoto conſider with himſelfe,thar 
he had vndertaken a taske belonging to great Hercalesin giving content 
ment to ſo many, and by continuing dumbe in this manner,it would re- 
dound to his no meane detriment . Whereupon, :as hee was one night 
ſitting by the Abbeſle,the ſtring that reſtrained his rongue from ſpeech, 
brake on a ſodaine,and thus he ſpake. 

Madam, I haue often heard it ſaid,that one Cocke may doe ſeruice to 
ten ſeuerall Henies, but ren men can(very hardly)cuen with all their beſt 
endeauour, giue full ſatisfation cuery way to one woman; and yer am 
tiedto content mine,which is farre beyond the compaſle of my power to 
doc. Already hauc I performed ſo much Garden and Chamber-worke, 
that [ confeſſe my ſelfe ſtarke tired,and can trauaile no further;and there- 
fore let me entreate youto lyſence my departure hence , or finde ſome 
meanes for my better caſe. The Abbeſle hearing him ſpeake,who had (o 
bng (erued there dumbe;being ſtricken into admiration,and accountin 
it almoſt a miracle, ſaide. How commerh this to paſſe? I verily ned 
thee tobe dumbe. Madam (quorth A«ſſetto) ſo I was indeed, but not by 
Nature;onely Thad a long lingering ficknefle, which bereft me of ſpeech, 
and which I hauc not onely recouered againethis night, bur ſhall cuer re- 
maine thankfall ro you for it, 
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The Abbcſle verily credited his anſwer, demanding what he meant, in 
ſaying,that he did ſeruice to nine ? Madam,quorh he, this were a dange- 
rous queſtion, and not eaſily anſwered before all the eight Siſters, Vpon 
this reply , the Abbeſlc plainely perceiucd, that not onely ſhee had fallen 
into folly, bur all the Nunnes likewiſe cried guilty too: wherefore bein 
a woman of ſound diſcretion, ſhe would not grant that Maſ/erto ſhould 
depart, but to keepe him ſtill about the Nunnes buſineſſce, becauſe the 
Monaſtery ſhould not be ſcandalized by him . And the Fac-totum being 
dead alittle before, his ſtrange recouery of ſpeech revealed , and ſome 
things clſe more neerely concerning them : by generall conſent, & yyich 
the good liking of 14//etto, he was creates the Fac-totum of the Mona- 
ſteric. 

All the neighbouring people dwelling thereabout, who knew Maſerts 
to be dumibe, by fetching home wood daily from the Forreſt, and diuers 
employments in other places; were made to belceue that by the Nunhes 
denoute prayers and diſcipline, as alſo the merits of the Saint, in whoſe 
honourthe Monaſtery was buile and ereted, Maſ/etto had his long re- 
ſtrained ſpeech reſtored, and was now become their ſole Fac-totum , ha- 
uing power now to employ others in drudgeries, and eaſe himſcite of all 
ſuch labours. And albcit he make the Nunnes to be fruitſull, by encrea- 
ſing ſome ſtore of yonger Siſters ; yet all matters were ſo cloſe & clean- 
ly carried, as it was neuer talkt of, till after the death of the Ladic Ab- 
beſſe, when aſſerts beganne to grow in good yeares, and deſired, tore. 
turne home to his Natiue abiding,which (within a while after) wasgran» 
ted him. 

Thus 2aſ/etto, being rich and old, returned homelike a wealthy Fa- 
ther, taking no care for the nurſing of his children, but bequeathed them 
ro the place where they were bred and born, hauing (by his wit and inge- 
nious apprehenſion) made ſucha benefit of his yourhfull years,thatnow 
he merrily tooke eaſe in his age. 


A 2uerry of the Stable, belonging to Agilulfto; King of the Lombards, found 
the meanes of acceſſe to the 2 ueenes bed, without any knowledge or conſent 
in her. Thy being ſecretly diſcouered by the King and the party knowne fe 
gau him a marke, by ſhearing the haire of hu head.whereupon, be that was 

ſo ſhorne, ſheared likewiſe the heads of all bas fellowes in the lodging, and ſs 
eſcaped the puniſhment intended towards him. 
The ſecond Nouell. 

Wherein is ſignified, the prouidence of a wiſe man, when he ſhall haue reaſon 
to we revenge. And the cunning meanes of another , when hee compaſſeth 
meanes to defend himſelfe fromperill. | 


VvWW Hen the Nouell of PhiloZratus was concluded,which made ſome 
ot the Ladies bluſh, and thereſt to ſmile : it pleaſed the Queene, 

that Madam Pampinea ſhould follow next, to ſecond the other gone be- 
fore ; when ſhe, ſmiling on the whole aſſembly, began thus. Fay are 
ome 
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me men ſo ſhallow ot capacity , that they will (neverthelefſe) make 
ew of knowing and vnderſtanding ſuch things, as neither they are able 
ro doe,not appertaine tothem : whereby they will ſometimes reprehend 
other mens errours, and ſuch faults as they haue vnwillingly committed, 
thinking chereby to hide their owne ſhame , when they make it much 
more apparant and maniteſt. For proofe whereof , faire company, in a 
contrary kinde I will ſhew you the ſubtill cunning of one, who (perhaps) 
might be reputed ofle le reckoning then Maſ/etts; and yer hee went ve- 
yond a King, that thought himſelfe co bea much wiſer man. 

' Avilalſffo, King of Lombardie, 
according as his Predecefſours 
had done before him , male the 
principallſeate of kis Kingdome, 

in the Citie of P.1uia, having em- 
braced in mariage,Ten4elinoa,the 
late left widdow of Vetario, who 
likewiſe had beene King of the 
Lombaras, a moſt beautifull,wiſe 
and vertuous Lady , but made 
vnfortunate by a miſchance. The 
occurrences and-cftate of the 
whole Realme, being 1n an ho- 
nourable , quiet and well ſetled Y 
condition , by the diſcrecre care ({ 
and prouidence of the King ; % 
a Querrie appertaining to rhe (| 
Queenes Stable ot Horſe, being 

a man but of meane and lowe 
quality, though comely of perſon, andofequall ſtature tothe King z be- 
came immeaſurably amorous of the Queene. And becauſe his baſ&and 
{eruile condition , had endued him with fo much vnderſtanding, as to 
know infallibly, that his afte&ion was mounted, beyond the compaſſe of 
conueniencic : wiſely hce concealed it to himſclte , not acquainting any 
one therewith , or daring fo much, as rodiſcouer iteither by lookes, or 
any other afteionate behauionr. 

And although hee lined vrerly hopeleſle , of cuer attaining tohis 
hearcs deſires ; yet notwithſtanding, hee proudly gloried, that his Joue 
12d ſoared fo high a pitch,as to be enamoured ofa Queene. And dayly, 
asthe fury of his flame encreaſed ; ſo his cariage was farre aboue his fel- 
lowes and companions, in the performing of all ſuch ſeruiceable duties, 
as any way he imagined might contentthe Queene, Whereon enſued, 
that whenſocuer ſhee roade abroad to take the ayre, ſhee vſed oftnet to 
mount onthe Horſe , which this Querrie brought when ſhee thade her 
chioife, then any ofthe other char were ledby his fellowes, And this did 
lic eſteeme as no meane happineſſe rohim, ro order the ſtirrope for her 
mountmg,and therefore gave dayly his due attendance :{0 TIO 
ric 
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No other conrſe now beleagers his braines,but onely for ſecret acceſle 
to the Queenes bed, and how he might get entrance into her Chamber, 

- vndercolour of the King, who (as he knew very well) ſlept manie nights 
together from the Queene, Wherefore, to ſec in what manner,8& whar 
the vſuall habit was of the King, when he came to keepe companie vvith 
his Queene : he hid himſelfe diuers nights ina Gallery , which was be- 
tweene both their lodging Chambers. Arlength,he ſaw the King come 
forth ofhis Chamber, himſelfe all alone, with a faire night-mantle wrapt 
abour him, carrying alighted Taperin the one hand , and a ſmall white 
Wand in the other, ſo went he on tothe Queenes lodging;and knocking 
at the doore once or twice with the wand, and not vſing any word, the 
doorec opened, the light was left withour, and he entered the Chamber, 
where he ſtayed not long, before his returning backe againe, which like- 
wiſe very diligently he obſerued. 

So familiar was he in the Wardrobe, by often fetching and returning 
the King and Queenes furnitures ; that the fellowero the ſame Maatle, 
which the King wore when he went to the Queene, very ſecretly he con- 
ueighed away thence with him, being prouided of a Lighr, and the verie 
like VVand. Now beſtowes hecoſily bathings on his body,thar the leaft 
ſent of the Stable might not be felt abouthim ; and finding atime ſurable 
to his defire, when he knew the King to be ar reſt in his owne Lodging, 
and all elſc {lceping in their beds; cloſely he ſteals into the Gallery,where 
alighting his Taper, with Tinder purpoſely broughtthither, rhe Mantle 
folded about him, and the Wand in his hand,valiantly he aduentures vp- 
on his liues perill. Twicc hee knockt ſoftly at the doore, which a way- 
ting woman immediately opened, and receyuing the Light, went forth 
_ the Gallery, while the ſuppoſed King, was conuctſing vvith the 

UEenc. 

Alas good Queene, heercis ſinne committed, without any guiltic 
thought in thee, as (within a while after) it plainely appeared. For, the 
Querry hauing compaſſed what he moſt couered, and fearing to ne 
is 
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yr:;ed backe as he came, the ſleepy waiting woman not ſo much as loo- 
ing on hun \butracher glad,that ſhe might get her to reſt againe. Scarce- 
ly was the Querrie ſtept into his bed, ynheardor diſcerned by any of his 
{ellowes,diuers of them lodging beth in that and the next Chamber: bur 
it pleaſed che King to vilite the Queene , according to his wonted man- 
ner,co the no little meruaile of the drowfiewayting woman,who was ne. 
ver twice troubled in anight before. The King beingin bed, whereas al- 
wayes till then, bis refort to the Quecne,, was altogether in ſadnefſe and 
melancholly, both comming and an en, without ſpeaking one word : 
now his Majeſtic was become more pleaſantly diſpoſed, whereat the 
Queene began not alittle to meruaile. Now truſt mee Sir , quoth ſhee, 
chis hath been along wiſhed, and now moſt welcome alteration, vouch- 
ſafing ewicein a night to viſite me, and both within the compaſſe of one 
houre ; for it cannot be much more, fince your being here,and now com- 
ming againe. ' 

The King hearing theſe words, ſodainly preſumed that by ſome coun- 
cerfeit perſon or other, the Queene had been this night beguiled: where- 
fore (very aduiſedly) hee conſidered , that in regard the party was vn- 
knowneto her, and all the women about her ; to make no outward ap- 
pearance of knowing it, butrather concealed it to himſelfe. Farre from 
the indiſcretion of ſome hare-braind men, who preſently would have an- 
ſwered and ſworne ; I came not hither this nighc, till now. Vhereupon 
many dangers might enſue,to the diſhonor and preiudice of the Queene; 
belide,hir error being diſcouered to hir,might afterward be an occaſion, 
to vrge a wandring in her apperite,and to couer after change againe. Bur 
by this filence, no ſhame redounded to him or her, whereas prating,muſt 
necdes be the publiſher of open infamie: yet was hee much vexcd in his 
minde, which neither by lookes or words hee would diſcover, bur plea- 
fantly ſaid to the Queene. W hy Madame, althoughl was once heere 
before tonight, IThope you miſlike not my ſecond ſeeing you , nor if I 
ſhould pleaſe to come againe. No truely Sir, quoth ſhe, I onelydefire 
you to haue care of your health. VVell, ſaid the King, I will follow your 
counfaile , and now returne to mine owne lodging againe, committing 
my Queene to her good reſt. 

His blood boyling with rage and diſterper, by fuch a monſtrous in- 
uric offered him ; he wrapt his night-mantle abour him, and leauing his 
Chamber, imagining, that whatſoeuer he was, needes he muſt be one of 
his owne houſe : he tooke a light in hishand, and conuayed irinto a little 
Lanthorne, purpoſing to be reſolued in his ſuſpition. No gueſts or ſtran- 
pers were now in his Court, but onely fuch as belonged ro his houſhold, 
who lodged altogether abour the Efcurie and Stables , being there ap- 
pointed to divers beds. Now, this was his conceite,that whoſocuer had 
deene (o lately tamiliar with the Queene , his heart and pulſe could (as 
yet) be hardly ar reſt, bur rather would betroubled with apparant agita- 
710, as diſcoucring the guilr of ſo great an offender. Many a +7 
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had hee paſſed thorow , where all were ſoundly ſleeping, and yet he fel 
both their breſts and pulſes. 

Arlaſi he came to the lodging of the man indeede , that had ſoimpy. 
dently viurped his place,who could nor as yet ſleepe,for toy of his atchie. 
ued aduenture. Vhen he eſpied the King come in,knowing well the oc- 
caſion of his ſearch, he began to waxe very doubtfull,ſo that his heart and 
pulſe beating extremely, he felt a further addition of feare, as being confi. 
dently perſwaded, that there was now no other way but death, eſpecially 
if the King diſcouered his agony. And although many conſiderations 
were in his braine, yet becauſe he ſaw thatthe King was vnarmed,hisbeſt 
refuge was,to make ſhew of lleepe, in expectation what the Kivg inten- 
dedto doe. Among them allhe had ſought, yet could not find any like- 
lihood, wherby to gather a grounded probability; vntill he cameto this 
Querry, whoſe heart and pulſes laboured fo ſternely, that he ſaid tohim- 
ſclfe;yca mary this is the man that did the deede. 

Neuerthelcſſc, purpoſingto make no apparance of his further inten- 
tion , he did nothing clſeto him, but drawing foorth a paite of (heares, 
which purpoſely he brought thither with him, he clipped away a parr of 

| his lockes, which(in thoſe times) they vied to weare very long, to the end 
that he might the berter know him the next morning , and ſo returned * 
backe to his lodging againe. The Querry, who partly ſaw, but felt what 
was done to him; percciued plainely (being a ſubtill ingenious fellow)for 
what intent he was thus warked., Wherefore, without any longer dally- 
ing, vp heroſc,and taking apaire of ſheares, wherewith they vied to trim 
their Horſes;foftly he went from bed ro bed, where they all lay yet ſound- 
ly fleeping,and clipt away cach mans locke from his right eare,in the ſclfe 
ſame manner asthe King had done his, and being nor perceiued by any 
one of them, quietly he laide him downe again. 

In the morning, when the King was riſen, he gaue command that be- 
fore the Pallace gates were opencd, all his whole Family ſhould come 
before him, as initantly his will was fulfilled. Standing all vncovered in 
his preſence, he began to conſider with himſelfe, which of them was the 
manthathe had marked. And ſeeing the moſt partof them ro hauetheir 
lockes cut, all after one and the ſelfe ſame manner; marvailing greatly,be 
ſaide to himſelte. The man whom I ſceke for,though he be but ofmeane- 
and baſe condition , yer it plainely appeareth , that he is of no deieR or 
common vnderſtanding. And ſeeing, that without further clamour and 
noyſe, he could not find outthe party he looked for; heconcluded,not to 

Wwineternall ſhame,by compaſling a poore reuenge: but rather(by way of 
admonition) to ler the offender know in a word , that he was both noted 
andob(erued. Sorurning to them all, he ſaide; He that hath done it, ct 


_ be (ilent, and doe ſo no more, and now depart about your buli- 
NCItE., 


Some other turbulent ſpirited man, no impriſonments, tortures, ex 
minations, and interrogatories, could haue ferued his turne ; by which 


Couric of procceding,he makes the ſhame to be publikely nouns Og 
reaſon 
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reaſon requicethro keepe concealed. Bur admit that condigne venges 
ance were taken, itdiminiſherh not onetitie of the ſhane, neither quali- 
fieth the peoples bad affe&ions, who will laſh out as liberally inſcandall, 
and vpon the very leaſt babling rumor. Such therefore as heard the Kings 
words,few though they were,yet truly wiſe;maruelled much atthem,and 
by long examinations among themſclues, queſtioned, bur came far ſhort 
of his meaning;the man onely excepted, whom indeede they concerned, 
and by whom they were neuer diſcouercd, fo long as the King liued, nei- 
ther did he dare ar any time after, to hazard his lite in the like ation, vn- 
der the frownes or fauour of Fortune, 


Vader colour of Confeſſion, and of a moſt pure conſcience, a faire youn? Gentle- 
woman, being amonrouſly affected to an honeſt man; induced a deuonte and 
ſolemne religions Friar, to aduiſe her in the meanes (without his [uſþitton or 
perceiuing ) how to entoy the benefit of ber friend , and bring ber acſires to 
their full effect. 

The third Nouell, 

Declaring, that the leude and naughty qualities of ſome perſons,doe oftentimes 
miſeuide good people, into very great and greeuoms errors. 

V Hen Madam ? ampinea fate ſilent, and the Querries boldneſſe e- 

qualled with his crafty cunning, and great wiſedome in the King 

had paſſed among them with generall applauſe ; the Queene, herſelfc to 

Madam Philomena, appointed her to follow next in order, and to hold 

rancke with her diſcourſe, as the reſt had done before her : whereupon 

Philomena gracioutly began inthis manner, 
It is my purpoſe, to acquaint Lf 

you with a notable mockery , / 
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but earneſt). by a faire Gentlewo- 
man, to a grane and devoute reli- 
g:ous Friar ,-which will yeclde fo 
much the more pleaſure and re- 
creation , to cuery ſecular vader-| (4 
{tander.if but diligently he or ſheef | Ws 
aoe obſerue ; how commonly | eh 
thoſe rel;gious perſons (ar leaſt] 
themoſt part of them) like noto- 
rious fooles, are the inuenters of £5 
new courſes and cuſtomes, as thin- \ 
king themſclues more wiſe and Q 
Skiltul in all things then any-ather; pd 
yet proue tobe of no worth or va KEY 

lichty , addiRing the very beſt of y! AC \ 
all their Ceuiſes , to'cxprefile then hn” V 
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pered Swine. And aſſure your ſclues worthy Ladies, thatI doe nor tell 
this Talc onely to follow the order enioyned me;bur alſo toinforme you 
chat ſuch Saint-like holy Sirs, of whom we are too opinarive and credy. 
lous, may be, yea, and are (diuers times) cunningly mer withall, in their 
craftinefſc, not onely by men, bur likewiſe ſome of ourowne ſexe, as] 
ſhall make it apparantto you. 

In our owne Cuy (morefull of crafc and deceit, then Joue or faithful 
dealing) there liued not many yeeres fince a Gentlewoman, of good ſpi- 
rit, highly minded, endued with beauty and all commendable qualities, 
as any other woman (by nature) could be. Hername,or any others,con- 
cerned in this Nouell,I meanenot to make manifeſt,albeit I know them, 
becauſe ſome are yet living, and thereby may be ſcandalized ; and there- 
fore it ſhall ſuffice to paſſe them over with a ſmile. This Gentlewoman, 
ſecing her ſclfe ro be deſcended of very great agen, 4. and (by chance) 
marricdto an Artezen, a Clothier or Drapier, that lived by the making 
and (clling of Cloth : ſhee could not (becauſc he was a Trades-manJtake 
downe the height of her minde; concciuing, that no man of meane con- 
dition (how rich ſocuer) was worthy to enioy a Gentlewoman in marti- 
age. Obſeruing moreouer, that with all his wealth and treaſure, he yn- 
derſtood nothing better, then to open ske ines of yarne, Hll ſhuttles, la 
webbes in Loomes, or diſpute with his Spinſters , abour their bu 
neſſc. 

Being thus ouer-ſwaycd with her proud opinion,ſhee would no longer 
be embraced, or regarded by him in any manner, and onely becauſe ſhe 
could not refuſe im; but would find ſome other for her better ſatisfaQi- 
on , who might ſceme more worthy of her reſpeR, then the Drapier her 
Husband did. Hereupon ſhee fell fo deepe in love , with a very honeſt 
man of our City allo, and of indifferent yceres; as what day ſhee ſaw him 
not , ſhee could take no reſt the night enſuing. The man himſelfe knew 
nothing hereot,arfd therefore was the more negleR and careleſice, and ſhe. 
being curious,nice,yct wiſely conſiderate; durſt notlert him vnderſtandir, 
neither by any womans cloſe conueyed meſſage , nor yet by Letters, as 
fearing the perils which happen in ſuch caſes. But her eye obſeruing his 
daily walkes and reſorts, gaue her notice of his often conuerſing with a 
religious Friar, who albeit he was a fat and corpulent man, yetnotwith- 
ſtanding, becauſe heſcemedtoleade a ſanimonious life,and was repor- 
ted to bea moſt honeſt man; ſhe perſwaded her ſelfe, that he might be the 
beſt meanes, betweene her and her friend. 

Having confidered with her ſelfe,what courſe was beſito be obſerued 
in this caſe; vpon a day, apt and conuenient, ſhee went to the Conuene, 
where he kept, and having cauſed him to be called, ſhee rold him, charif 
his leyſure ſo ſerued, very gladly ſhee would be confeſſed, and onely had 
made her choyceof him. The holy man ſceing her , andreputing her to 

be a Gentlewoman, asindecde ſhee was no lefſe; willingly heard her,and 
when ſhee had confeſſed what ſhee could, ſhee had yet another matter to 
* acquainthim withall and thereupon thus ſhe began. n; 
oly 
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Holy Father, it is no more then conuenient, that ſhould have re- 
courſe to you,to be afhited-by your help and councell, iv a marter which 
[ will impart vato you, 1 know,that you arenot ignorant of my parents 
and husband, of whom I am affeQed as dearely as his lite , tor proote 
whereof, there 15 not any thing that | can deſire, but immediar! y | hane 
icofhim, he being a moſtrich man, and may very ſuthcicntly aftoord it, 
In regard whercot, | loue him equally as my ſelfe , and, ferting afi-ſe my 
beſt cadeauours for him; I muſtrel] you one thing, quite contrary to his 
liking and honor, wherein no woman can more worthily deſerue death, 
then my ſelfe. Vnderſtand then, good Father, that there is a man, whoſe 
name know not, bur hee ſcemeth to be honeſt, and of good worih ; 
moreouer (if I aw not deceiued) heereforteth oftentimes to you, being 
faire and comely of perſon , going alwayes in blacke garments of good 
price and value, TI his man, imagining (perhaps) no ſuch minde in me, 
as truely there isz hath often attempted mee, and ncuer can | be at my 
doorc, or window, but hee is alwayes preſent in my fight, which is not a 
little diſpleaſing to me; he watcheth my walkes,and much I ineruaile,thar 
heis not now here, 

Let me tell you holy Sir,that ſuch behauiours,doc many times lay bad 
impurations vpon very honeſt women, yet without any offence in them, 
[t hath often run in my minde, to let him have knowledge thereof by my 
brethren: bur afte: ward I conſidered, that men (many times) deliuer 
meſſages in ſuch ſort, as draw on very vngentle anſwercs, whercon grow 
words, and words beget aCtions. In which reſpe@, becauſe no harme or 
{candall ſhould enſue, I thoughtit beſt ro be filent ; determining, to ac- 
quaint you rather therewith, then any other, as well becauſe you ſeeme 
to be his friend, as alſo in regard of your office, which priuiledgerh you, 
rocorrec ſuch abuſes, not onely in friends,bur alſo in ſtrangers. Enowe 
other women there are, (more is the pitty) who (perhaps) are bercer o1l- 
poſed to ſuch ſuites,then I am,and can both like and allowe of ſuch cour- 
_ ting, otherwiſe then I can doc as being willing ro embrace ſuch otters, 

and (happily) loath to yeeld Ceniall. Wherefore,moſt humbly [ entrear 
you, good Father (even for our bleſſed Ladies fake) that you would giue 
him a friendly reprehenſton,and aduiſe him,to vieſuch vamanly meancs 
no more hereafrer. Vith which words, ſhee hung downe her head in 
her boſome,, cunningly diſſembling, as if ſhee wept , wiping her eyes 
with her Handkerchife, when not a ceare fell from them,bur indeed were 
dry cnough. 

The holy Religious man, ſo ſoone as he keard her deſcription ofthe 
man , preſently knew whom thee meant, and highly commencing the 
Gentlewoman , for her good and vertuous ſeeming diſpoſition, belec- 
ved faithfully all that ſhee had ſaid : promiſing her, to order the matter 
ſo well and diſcreetly , as ſhee ſhould not be any more offended. And 
knowing her tobe a woman of great wealth (after all their vſuall man- 
ner, whenthey caſt forth their fiſhing nets for gaine: ) liberally he com- 
mended Almes-deedes, and dayly workes of charity , recounting to her 
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pod calie enough cnioyned her, ſhee promiſed to make her parents 
0 


more words in theſe-ſtout denials, becauſe they cannor ferue thy turne: 
I tell thee plainely , I heard it not from any Ws RE , but even ofher 
owne ſclfe , ina very ſorrowfull and ſad complaint, And though (pet- 
haps) hereafter , thou canſt very hardly refraine ſuch follies ; yet ler mee 
tell thee ſo much of her (and vnder the ſeale of abſolute aſſurance) that 
ſhe is the onely woman of the world, who (in my true iudgement) doth 
hate and abhorre all ſuch baſe behaujour. Wherefore,in regard of thine 
owne honor,as alſo not to vexe & preiudice fo vertuous a Gentlewoman: 
[ pray thee refrain ſuch idlenes henceforward,& ſuffer hir to live in peace. 
The Gentleman, being alittle wiſer then his ghoſtly Father,perceived 
immediatly (without any further meditating on the matter) the notable 
polli.ic of the woman : whereupon, making ſomewhat baſhfull appea- 
rance of any crror already committed ; hee ſaid, hee would afterward be 
better aduiſed. So,departing from the Frier,he went on direQly,to paſſe 
by the houſe where the Gentlewoman dwelt,and ſhe ſtood alwayes ready 
on her watch, at alittle window, to obſerue, when hee ſhould walke that 
way : And ſccing him comming,ſhe ſhewed her ſelfe ſo ioyfull and gra- 
cious to him, as heeaſily vnderſtood , whereto the ſubſtance ot the holy 
Fathers chiding tended. And, from that time forward, hee vſed dayly, 
tough in couert manner (to the no little liking of the Gentlewoman 
and himſelte) ro make his paſſage through thar ſtreete 


ſome important occaſions there, concerning him. 


Soone after, it being plainely diſcerned on either ſide , that the one 
was as well contented with theſe walkes, as the other could be : ſhee de- 


fired to enflame him a litrle further , by a more liberall illuſtration of her 
affection rowards him , when time and place affoorded convenient op- 
portunity. Io the holy Father againe ſhee went, (for ſhee had beentoo 


long 


, vnder colour of 
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long from (hrift ) and kneeling downe at his feete, intended to begin her 
confeſſion in teares; which the Friar perceiuing, forrowfully demanded 
of her, what new accident had happened ? Holy Father (quoth ihce) nv 
nouell accident, but onely your wickedand vngracious friend, by whom 
(ſince I was here withyou , yea, no longer agoe then yeſterday) I have 
beene ſo wronged , as | verily beleeue that hee was borne tobe my mor- 
call enemie , and to make me doe ſomething to my viter difprace for 
euer ; and whereby I ſhall not dare to be ſeene any more of you, my 
deare Father. Howisthis? anſwered the Friar, hathhe nor refrained 
from affliting you lo abuſtely 2 

Pauſing awhile, and breathing foorth many a diſſembled ſiph, thus 
ſhee replyed. No truly, holy Father, there 1s no likelyhood of his ab- 
ſtaining z for ſince I made my complaintto you, he belike taking ttin evil 
part, tO be contraried in his wanton humours , hath ( meerely in de- 
ſpight) walked ſcauen times in a day by my doore , whereas formerly, 
he ncuer vſed it aboue once or twice. And well were it (good Farher) 
if he could be contented with thoſe walkes , and gazing giaunces which 
hee dartes at me : bur growne heis ſo bolde and thameleſſe, that eucn 
yeſterday, (as I rolde you) he ſent a woman to me, one of his Pax4o- 
raes ) as it appeared , and asif Thad wanted either Purſes or Girdles, he 
ſent me(by her) a Purſe and a Girdle, ' W hereat I grew (© grienouſſy of- 
fended,as had it not beene for my due reſpect and feare of God,and next 
the ſacred reuerence I beare to you my ghoſtly Father ; doubtleſs, I had 
done ſome wicked deede. Neuertheleſſe, happily I withſtood it, and will 
neither ſay or doe any thing in this caſe , till firſt I have made it knowne 
to you 

Then [ called to minde, that having redeliuered the Parſe and Girdie 
to his ſhee meſſenger , ( which brought them ) with lookes ſufficient to 
declare my diſcontentment: I called her oacke againe, fearing leaſt ſhoe 
would keepethem to her ſelfc, and make him belecue, that T had receiued 
them ( as I have heard ſuch kind of women vſe to doe ſometimes) and in 
anger I ſnatcht them from her , and haue brought them hither to you, ro 
the endthat you may gine him them againe;andtell him,l have no necde 
of any ſuch things, thankes be ro Heauen and my husband, as no woman 
can be better ſkured then | am. Wherefore good Father, purpoſely am 1 
now come to you, and [ beſeech you accept my uſt excuſe,thar it he wil 
not abſtaine from thus moleſting me,I willdiſcloſe it tomy Hnsband,Fa- 
ther, and Brethren, whatſocuer ſhall enſue thereon : for I had rather he 
ſhould reccine the iniury (it needs it muſt come) thenI co be cauſeleſly 
blamed for him; wherein good Father tell me, if I doc not well. With 


8 


many counterfet ſobbes, 1ighes, and teares, theſe wordes were delive- 


red; and drawing foorth from vnder her gowne, a very faire and rich 
purle,as alſo a Girdle of great worth,ſhee threw them into the Friers lap. 

He verily belecuing all this falſe report, beeing troubled in his minde 
thereat beyond meaſure, tooke the Gentlewoman by the hand , ſa ing: 
Daughter, if thou be offended artheſe impuden follies, afſnredly I can- 
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not blame thee, nor will any wiſe man reprooue thee forit; and I com- 
mend thee for following my counſel. Butler me alone for ſchooling of 
my Gentleman: ill hath he kept his promiſe made to mee ; wherefore, in 
regard of his former offence,as alſo this other ſo latelycommitred,] hope 
toſethim in ſuch a heare,as ſhall make bim leaue off from further miury- 
ing thee. And in Gods name, ſuffernot thy ſcltc robe conqueredby cho- 
ler, in diſcloſing this to thy kindred or husband, becauſe too much harme 
may enſue thereon, But feare not any wrong tothy ſclfe; for, both before 
God and men, I am atrue witneſle of thine honeſty and vertue, 

Now began ſhe to appeare ſomewhat berter comforted;& forbearing 
to play onthis ſtring any longer,as wel knowing the couetouſnes of him 
and his equals ſhe ſaid. Holy Father, ſome few nights paſt, me thoughe 
in my ſleepe, that Ciuers ſpirits of my kindred appeared to me Ina viſion, 
who (me thought) were in very great paines ,arc defired nothing els 
Almes; eſpecially my God-mother, who ſeemed to bee afflicted win 
ſuch extreme pouerty, that it was moſt pittifull tro behold. And I am haff 
perſwaded, that her torments are the greater, ſeeing mee troubled with 
ſuch an enemy to goodnefſſe. Vherefore (good Father) to deluer her 
ſoule and the others, out of thoſe fearfull flames ; among your infinit 0- 
ther deuout prayers, I would haue you to ſay the fortic Maſles of $. Gre- 
gory, as a meanes for their happy deliuerance, and ſo ſhe put ten ducates 
into his hand. Which the holy man accepted thankfully, and with good 
words, as alſo many ſingular examples, confirmed her bountifull deuoti- 
on : and when he had giuen her his benediQion, home ſhe departed. 

After that the Gentlewoman was gone, hee ſent for his friend, whom 
ſhe ſo much ſeemed to be troubled withall ; and when he was come, hee 
bechoiding his Holy Father to looke diſcontentedly: thought, that now 
he (hould heare ſome newes from his Miſtreſſe, and therefore expe&ed 
what he would ſay. The Frier, falling into the courſe of his former repre- 
henſions, but yet in more rough and impatient manner, ſharpely checkt 
him for his immodeſt behauiour towards the Gentlewoman,in ſendi 
her the Purſe and Girdle. The Gentleman, who as yet could not oneſie 
whereto his ſpeeches tended ; ſomewhat coldly and temperatcly, denied 
che ſending of ſuch tokens to her,to the end that he would not be vrterly 
diſcredited with the good man, iffo bee the Gentlewoman had ſhewne 
him any ſuch things. But then the Frier, waxing much more angry ,ſtern- 
ly ſaid. Bad man as thou art,how canſi thou deny a manifeſt truerh ? See 
ſir, theſe are none of your amorous tokens ? No, Iam ſure you doe not 
know them, nor euer ſaw them till now. 

The Gentleman, ſeeming as if he were much aſhamed, faide. Truely 
Father I do know them, and confeſſe thatI hauc done ill,and very great- 
ly offended : but now I will fweare vnto you, ſeeing Lvnderſtande how 
firmely ſhe is affe&ed, that you ſhall neuer hearc any more complaints of 
me. Such were his vowes and proteſtations,as in the end the ghoſtly Fa 
ther gave him both the Purſe and Girdle : then after he had preached, & 
ſcucrely coniured him, neuer more to vexc her with any gifts ar all, a 
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he binding himſelte thereto by a foleine promiſe, he gauc him licen(e to 
depart. Now grew the Gentleman very iocond, being lo ſurely certityed 
of his Miſtreſics loue, and by tokens of fuch worthy cſtecme; wheretore 
noſooncr was hee gone from the Frier, but hee went into ſuch aſecree 
plzcc, wherehe could let her behold at her Window, what preciuus ro- 
kens be had receyued from her, whereof ſhe was extraordinarily ioyfull, 
becauſcher deuices grew ſtill better and beter ; nothing now wanting 
but her husbands abſence, vpon ſome journey from the City, for the full 
cffcing of her defire. 

Within a few dayes after, ſuch an occal{jon hapned ,as her husband of 
neceſſity muſt iourney to Geneway, and no ſooner was hee mounted on 
horſcbacke, taking leave of her and all his friends : but ſhe, being ſure hee 
was gone, went in all haſt ro her GhoſIly Father ; 4nd, after a few taigncd 
outward {hewes, thus ſhe ſpake. I muſt now plaialy tell you, boly father, 
that I can no longer endure this wicked friend of yours; but becauſc 1 
promiſed you the other day, that I wouldnot do any thing, before ]had 
your counſel therein, I am now come totell you, the iuſt reaſon of my 
anger, and full purpoſe to auoid all further raglteſtation. 

Your friend I cannot terme him, bur (queſtiooles) a very diuel of hell. 
This morning, before the breake of day, having heard (but how, I know 
not)that my husband way ridden to Geneway : got ouer the wall into my 
Garden,and climbing vp a tree which ftanderh cloſc before my chamber 
window, when I was faſt aſleepe, opened whe Caſement,and would have 
entred in atthe window, Bur, by great good fortune, I awaked and made 
ſhew of an open out-cry : but that he entreated mee, both for Gods ſake 
and yours, to pardon him this error, and neuer after he would preſume 
any more to offend me. When he ſaw, that(for your ſake) was ſilentyhe 
cloſed fait the window againe,departed as he came,and ſince Incuer ſaw 
him,or heard any tidings of him. Now iudge you, holy Father, whether 
theſe be honeſt courſes,or no,and to be endured by any civil! Gentlewo- 
man; neither would I ſo patiently have ſuffered this, but onely in my du- 
tifullreugrence to you. 

| The Ghoſtly Father hearing this, became the ſorrowfulleſt man in the 
world, not knowing how to make her any anſwer,but only demanded of 
her diuers times,whether (he knew him fo perteRly,that ſhe did nor mi- 
ſtake him for ſome other ? Quorth ſhe, would I did not know him from 
any other. Alas deere daughter(replied the Frier)what can more be ſayd 
in this caſe,but that it was ouer-much boldneſle,and very il done;& thou 
ſhewedſi thy ſelfe a worthy wiſe woman,in ſending him away ſo merci- 
fully,as thou didſt. Once moreI would entreat thee (deare and vertuous 
daughter)ſecing grace hathhitherto kept thee from diſhonor, and twice 
alrcady thou haſt credited my counſell, let me now aduiſe rhee this laſt 
. time. Spare ſpecch,or complaicing to any other of thy friends,and leaue 
itt rpc, to try if I can overcome thys vachaineddiuel, whom I rooke to 
be a much morcholy man.IfT can recall him from this ſenſuall apperite, 
I ſhall account mylabour wdll employed ; bur if I cannot do ie , xl 
orward 
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forward(with my bleſſed benediction)I giue thee leaue to do,cuen whar 
thy heart will beſt tutor thee to. You {ce Sir (ſaid ſhee)whart manner of 
man he is, yet would I not hauc you troubled or diſobeyed, only 1 deſire 
to liuc without diſturbance, which work(I beſcech you)as beſt you may: 
for I promiſe you, good Father, neuer to folicite you more vppon his 
occafion : And ſopin a pretended rage, ſhee returned backe from the 
ghoſtly Father. | 

Scarſely was ſhe gone forth of the Church, butin commetrh the man 
that had (ſuppoſedly) ſo much tranſgreſled ; and the Fryer raking him a. 
ſide, gave him the moſt injurious words that could be vcd to a man,cal. 
ling him diſloyall,periured, and atraitor. Hee who had formerly twice 

rcciued, how high the holy mans anger mounted,did nothing but ex- 
pect whathe wold lay ; and, like a man extreamly perplexed, {trove how 
to get it from him, ſaying; Holy Father, how come you to be fo heinou- 
{ly offended ? Vhat haue I done to incenſe you ſo ſtrangely ? Heare mee 
diſhone(} wretch anſwered the Frier, liſten what I (hall ſay vato thee, 
"Thou anſwereſt me, asif it were a yeare or two paſt, ſince ſo foule abuſes 
wereby thee committed, & they almoſt quite our of thy remembrance. 
But tell me wicked man, where waſt thou this morning, before breake of 
the day ? Whereſocuer I was, replyed the Gentleman, mee thinkes the 
ridings come very quickly to you. [tis true,faid the Frier, they arc ſpee- 
dily come to me indeed,and vpon vrgent neceſſity, 

Afﬀer alittle curbing in ofthis wrath, ſomewhat ina milder ſtrain,thus 
he proceeded. Becauſe the Gentlewomans husbandis journeyed to Ge- 
weway, proues this a ladder to your hope, tharto embrace her in your 
armes, you muſt climbe ouer the Garden wall, like a treacherous robber 
in the nightſcaſon, mount vp atree betore her Chamber window, open 
the Caicment, as hoping to compaſle that by importunity, which her 
ſporleſſe chaſtity will never permit. There is nothing inthe world , that 
poſſibly ſhe can hate more then you, and yet you will loue her whether 
ſhe will or no. Many demonſtrations her felfe hath made to you, how 
retrograde you are to aty good conceit of her, & my louing admoniſb- 
ments might haue had better ſucceſle in you, then as yer they ſhewe by 
outward apparance. But one thing I muſttell you, her ſilent ſufferance of 
your injuries all this while, hath notbin in any reſpect of you, but at my 
earneſt entreaties,and for my ſake. But now ſhee will be patient no lon- 
ger, andI haue giuen herfreelicenſe, if euerheereafter you offer to at- 
tempt her any more, to make her complaint before her Brethren, which 
wil redound to your no meanedanger. 

The Gentleman, having wiſely colle&ed his Loue-leſſon out of the 
Holy Fathers angry words,pacified the good old manſo wel as he could 
with very ſolemne promiſes and proteſtations, that he ſhould heare (no 
more) any misbehauiour of his. And being gone from him, followed 
the inſtructions ghpen in her complaint, by climbing ouer the Garden 
Wall, aſcending the Tree, and entering at the Caſement,ſtandingready 
open to welcome him. Thus the Friers ſimplicity, wrought on by her 
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moſt ingenuous fubriſtie, made way to obraine both their longing de- 
{1res, 
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13:27 Scholler, named Felice, enftrutted Puccio di Rinicri, how roberome 
11ch) tn a very ſhort time. While Paccio mane experience of the nit ruttions 
twin him Felice obtained the fauour of his Daughter. 

: The fourth Nounell. 

herein 1s aeclared, what craft and ſubtilty ſome wily wits can deniſe, to de- 

ccie the ſimple ,an1 compaſſe their one deſires, 
v 


Frer that Ph:lomera had fini- 
{hed her Tale, the ate (till; 
)) and Droneres with faire and plea- 
NJ- NES fing Language) comme:.ded the 
VF Gentlewomans quaint cunning, 
but ſmiledat the Contelſors wit- 
lefle ſimplicity. Then the Queen, 
turning with chearctulllooks to- 
wards Pamphilis . commwannded 
him to continue on their delight; 
who gladly yeelded,and tus be- 
gan. Madame, many men therc 
are, who while they firiue to 
climbe from a good eſtate, to a 
) :eeming better; doc become in 
much worſe condition then they 
were before. As happened to a 
neighbour of ours, and no love 
time ſince, as the accident will 
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berrer acquaint you withall, | 

According as Ihaue heardirreported,neere to Saint Brancazuo,there 
dwelt an honeſt man, and ſuine-what rich, who was cafled Puccio 4i Ri- 
nieri, 1nd who addifted al! his paines and endeuours to Alchimy:where- 
forc, he kept no other family, bur onely a widdowed daughter, and afcr- 
uant ; and becauſe he had no other Art or exerciſe, hee vicd otter; ro fre- 
quent the market place. Andinregard he was but a weake witted man, 
and a gourmand or groſle feeder ; his language was the more harſh and 
rude, like to our common Porters or loutith men, and his carriage alſo 
abſurd, boore-like, and clowniſh. His daughter, being named Monna 1- 
ſabetta, aged not aboue eightand twenty,or thirty yeers ; was a freſh in- 
diffcrent tairc, plumpe,round woman, cherry cheekt, like a Queene- Ap- 
ple; and, to pleaſe her Father,fed not fofparing]y, as otherwiſe ſhe wold 
have done, but when ſhe communed orieſted with any body, ſhe would 
talke ofnothing,bur onely concerning the great vertue in Alchimy, ex- 
tolling it aboue all other Arts. 

Much about this ſeaſon of the yeare, there returned a young Scholler 


from 
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from Paris, named Felice, faire of complexion, comely of perſon, ingeni- 


ouſly witted, and skilfully learned, who (ſoone after) grew into familia. 
rity with Puccio: now becauſe he could reſolue him in many doubts, de. 

nding on his profeſſion of Alchimy, (himſelfc having onely praiſe, 
in no great learning ) he vſed many queſtions to him, ſhewed him very 
eſpeciall matters of ſecrecy , entertaining him often to dinners and ſup. 

ers, whenſoeuer he pleaſed to come and converſe with him ; and his 
daughterlikewiſe,perceiuing with what fauour ber Fathcr reſpeed him, 
becam: the more familiar with him, allowing him good regard and reuc- 
rence. 

The young man — his reſort to the Houſe of Puccio, and ob. 
ſeruing the widow to be faire,freſh,and prettily formall;he began to con- 
ſider with himſelfc , what thoſe things might be, wherein ſhee was moſ 
wanting; and(if he could)to faue anothers labour,ſupply them by his beſt 
endeauours, Thus not alwayes carrying his cyes before him , but vſing 
many backe and circumſpect regards , he proceeded fo farre in his wylic 
apprehenſions, that (by a few ſparkes cloſe kept together) he kindled part 
of the ſame fire in ber, which began to flame apparantly in him. And he 
very wittily obſerving the ſame, as occat(ion firſt ſmiled on him, and al- 
lowed him fauourable opportunity , ſo did hee impart his intention to 

her. 

Now albeit hc found her plyant enough,to gaine phyſick for her owne 
griefe, as ſoone as his; yet che meanes and manner were(as yet) quite out 
of all apprehenſion. For ſhee in no other part of the World,would truſt 
her (elfc in the young mans company,but onely in her Fathers houſe;and 
that was a place out of all poſſibility, becauſe Puccio (by along cominued 
cuſtome)vſcd to watch well neere all the night,as commonly te did,cach 
night after other, neuer ſtirring foorth of the roomes,which much abated 
the edge of the young mans appetite. After infinite intricate reuoluings, 
wheeling about his buſtcd braine, hethought it not altogether an Hercs- 
lian taske,to enioy his happineſle in the houſe, and without any ſuſpition, 
albcit Paccio kept ſtill within doores, and watched as hee was wontto 
doc. 

Vpon aday as he ſate in familiar conference with P«ccio, he began to 
ſpeake vnto him in this manner ; I have many times noted, kinde friend 
Puccio, that all thy defire and endeauour is, by what meanes thou maycſt 
become very rich , wherein (me thinkes) thou rakeſt roo wide a courſe, 
whenthere is a much necre and ſhorter way, which Mighel, Scotus, and 
other his aflociates, very diligently obſerued and followed,yet were neuer 
willing to inſtru other men therein ; whereby the miſtcric might be 
drowned in obliuion,and proſecuted by none bur onely great Lords,that 
are able to vndergoe it. Bur becauſe thou art mine cſpeciall friend,and I 
haue receiued from thee infinite kind fauours; whereas I never intended, 
thar any wan (by me) ſhould be acquaintes with fo rare a ſecret; if chou 
wiltimitate the courſe as I ſhall ſhew thee, 1 purpoſe to teach it thee 1n 
full pertkeEtion. Pmccio being very earneſtly deſirous to vnderfiand = 
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edieſt way to ſo ſingular a myſterie,firſtbegan to entreat him(with no 
po wb. ro acquaint him withrhe rules of ſorich a A ht - and 
afterward ſware vnto him, neuer to diſcloſe it to any perſon, except hee 
gaue his conſent thereto; affirming beſide, that it was a rarity, not caſe 
tO be comprehended by very apprehenfiue judgements. Well (quoth 
Felice)ſeeing thou haſt made me ſuch a ſound and folemne promiſe, I will 
makeitknowne vnto thee. 

Know then friend Puccio, the Philoſophers do hold,thar ſuch as couet 
co become rich indeed, muſt vnderſtand how tomake the Stone: as I will 
eell thee how,but marke the manner very heedfully. I do not ſay, thar af. 
ter the Stone is obtained,thou ſhalt be een as rich as now rhou art; bur 
thou ſhalt plainly perceiue,that the very groſeſt ſubſtances, which hither: 
ro thou liaſt ſeene, all of them ſhalbe made cw golde, and ſuch as after- 
ward thou makeſt, (hall be more cerraine, then ro go orcome with Aqua 
forts, as now they do. Moſt expedientis ittheretore, that when a man 
will go diligently about this bufineſle,and purpoſeth to profecute ſuch a 
ſingular labour,which will and muſt continue for the ſpace of qo.nights, 
muſt giue very careful! attendance, wholly abſtaining from ſleepe, ſlum- 
bering,orſo much as nodding all tnat while. | 

Moreouer,in ſome apt and conuenient place of thy houſe, theremuſt 
be a forge or furnace ercRed, framed in decent andformall faſhion, and 
neere it a large table placed, ordered in ſuch forr, as ſtanding vpright an 
thy feete, and leaning the reines of thy backe againſt it ; thou muſt ifande 
ſedfaſtly in that maner cuery night, wxhout the leaft motion or ſlirring, 
vntill the breake of day appeareth, and thine eyes ſtill vppon the Furnace 
fixed, ro keepe euer in memory, the true order which I have preſcribed. 
So ſoone as the morning is ſeene, thou mayſt (if rhou wilt) walke, or reft 
alittle ypon thy bed, and afterward go about thy buſinefle, if thou haue 
any. Then go to dinner, attending readily till che cucnings approch,pre- 
paring ſuch things as I will ceadily fer thee downe in writing, vvithourt 
which there is not any thing to bee done ; and then returne tothe ſame 
racke againe, not vatying aiot from the courſe direfted. Before the time 
be fully expired, thou ſhalt perceive many apparant ſignes,that the ſtone 
is ſtill in abſolute forwardneſſe, bur it wilt bee vcrerly loſtifrhoufayle in 
the leaſt of all the obſcruances. And whenthe experience hath crowned 
thy labour, thou art ſure: to have the Philoſophers ſtone, and rhereby 
ſhalt be able roenrich all, and worke wonders beſide, | 

Puccis inflantly replied. Now truſt me Sir, there, is a grear difficultic 
in this labour;neither doth ic require any extraordinary length of time - 
but it may verycaſily be followed and performed, and (byyour friendly 
{auour, in helping to direxhe Furnace and Table, according as yon i- 


magine moſt conuenient) on Sunday at night next, I will begin my task. 
The Scholler being gone,he went to his daughter, and tolde her allthe 
| matter, and what he had determined to do : which ſhee immediately vn- 
derſtood ſufficiently, and what would enſue on his nightly watching in 
that manner, returning him anſwer, that wharſocuer he liked and allow- 

ed 


"Dn ern an Rr I Po nmne > g = 


" Kioaell. «- | TheThird Day of Decameron. 


— 


ed of, it became not her any way to miſlike. Thus they continued inthis 
kinde concordance,till Sunday night came. When Puccio was to begin 
his experience, and Felice to ſet forward vpon his aduenture. Concluded 
it was, that cucty night the Scholler muſt come to Supperzpartly to bee 
a witneſle of his conſtant performance, but more eſpecially for his owne 
aduantage. | 

The place which Puccio had choſen, for his hopefull attaining to the 

Philoſophers Stone, was cloſe tothe Chamber where his daughter lay, 
baving no other ſeparation or diuiſion, bur an old ruinous tottring wall, 
Sothat, when the Scholler was playing bis prize , Puccro heard an yn- 
wonted noiſe in the houſe, which he had neuer obſcrued before , neither 
knew the wall to haue any ſuch motion: wherefore, notdaring to ſtirre 
from his ſtanding, leaſt all ſhould be marrd in the very beginninghe cal- 
led to his daughter, demanding, what bulic labour ſhe was about ? The 
widdow,bcing much addiQed to frumping,according as queſtions were 
demanded of her, and (perhaps) forgetting who ſpaketo her, pleaſant- 
ly replicd : Whoop Sir, where are we now ? Are the Spirits of Alchimy 
walking in the houſe, that we cannot lye quietly in our beds ? | 
Puccio mervailing at this anſwer, knowing ſhe neuer gauc him the like 
before ; demanded againe,what ſhe did? The ſubtle wench ,remembring 
thar ſhe had not anſwered as became her,faid : Pardon mee Father, my 
wits were not mine owne,when you demanded ſuch a ſodaine queſtion; 
and I hauc heard you ſay an hundred times, that when folke go ſupperles 
to bed, either they walke in their ſleepe, or being awake,talke very idely, 
as (no doubt) you haue diſcernde by me. Nay daughter(quoth he)it may 
be, that] was ina waking dreame, and thoughtT heard the olde wall tor- 
ter : but I ſce I was deceiued, for now itis quiet and ſtill enough . Talke 
no more good Fatheryſaide ſheyeaſt you ſtirre from your place,and hin- 
der your labour : take no care for mee, Iam able enough to haue care of 

my lelfe. 

To preuent any more of theſemighty diſturbances, they went to lodge 
in another part ofthe houſe, where they continued out thetime of Pac- 
cz0es paines, with equall contentment to them both, which made her di- 
ucrs times ſay to Felice : You teach my father the cheefe grounds of Al 
chimy,while we belpe to waſte away his treaſure. Thus the Scholler de- 
ing bur poore, yet well forwarded in Learning, made vſe of Pucctoes fol- 
ly, and found benefic thereby, to keepe him out of wants, which is the 
bane and ouerthrow of numberleſſe good wits. And Puccio dying, bc- 
fore the date of his limitted time, becauſe hee failed of the Philoſophers 
Stone, //abetta joyned in marriage with Felice, tomake him amends fot 
enſuing her father, by which meanes he came to be her husband. 


Ricciat- 
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Ricciardo, /* urnamed the Maznifico, gaue a Hor(e to Signior Franceſco Ver- 
ecllifi, pon condition, that (by bus leaue andliſence) he mizht ſpeake to his 
Wife in hu preſence; which he did, and ſhee not returmns him any anſwere, 
made an{wer to himclfe on her behalfe, and according to his anſwer, ſo the 


effeft followed. 


The fifth Noucll. 


Wherein i deſcribed the frailety of ſome Women,and folly of ſuch Husbands, as 
leaue them alone to their owne diſpoſition. 


P4nphier hauing ended the 
Nouell of Puccio the Alchi- 5B 
miſt , the Quieene fixing her cye (fy 
on Madam Elizs, gauc order, &= 
chat ſhee ſhould ſucceede with 
hers next, When ſhee asking Wh 
ſomewhat more auſterely , then 
any of che reſt, not in any ſpleen, 
but as it was her vſuall manner, 
thus began. T he World contai- 
neth ſome particular people . 
who doe beleeue (becauſe them- 
| ſelues know ſomething ) rhat 0- 
thers are ignorant in all things; Þ » I 
who for the moſt part, while they K\R \ 
intend to make a Gig of other A CSU 
men, vpon the proofec, doc finde (&& 

themſclues to carry away the pz 

ſcorne. And therefore I account 
1tno meane follic in them who (VYpon no occaſion) wili cemprt the POW CT 
of another mans wit or experience. But becauſe all men and women(per- 
haps) arc not of mine opinion; I meane that you ſhall perccjue it more 
apparantly, by an accident happening to a Knight of P:;70za, as you ſhall 
heare by me related. 

In the Towne of Pioia,bordering vpon Florencethere lined not long 
fince, a Knight named Signior Franceſco, deſcended of the linage or fa- 
mily ofthe Yergelhifs, a man very rich, wiſe, and in many things proui- 
dent, but gripple, couctous, and too cloſc handed, without reſpec to 
his vworth and reputation. He being called to the Office of PodeF4 in the 
City of 1ilaine, furniſhed bimſclic with all things (in honourable man- 
ner) beſcemingſuch a charge ; only,a comely horſe(for his owne ſaddle) 
excepted, vyhich he knew not by any meanes how to compaſle, ſo loath 
he vvas to lay out money, albeit his credit much depended thereon, 

Atthe ſame time, thereliucd in Pi5#0ya likewiſe, a young man, named 
. Ricctardo, deriued ofmeanc birth, bur very wealthy ,quicke witred, and of 
commendable perſon,alwayes going ſo neate,fine,and formall inhis ap- 
Parrell, that he was generally tearmed the Magmifiro, who had long time 
afeed, yea, andcloſcly courted , (though without any aduantage or 


ſucceſſe) the Lady and Wife of Signior Franceſco , who was very _ 
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full, vertuous,and chaſte. Itſo chanced,thar this Agmifico had the very 
choyſeſt 3nd goodlieſt ambling Gelding in all Tuſcame , which he loucd 
dearely, for his faire forme, and other good parts. Vpon a flying rumoc 
throughout Piſtorra, thar he daily made loue to the fore. ſaid Lady;ſome 
buſic body, put it into the head of Signior Franceſco, that if he pleaſed tg 
requeſt the Gelding, the Afagmifico would frankly giuc it him, in regard 
of the loue he bare to his Wife. 

The baſe minded og. , coueting to haue the Horſe, and yetnot to 
part with any money , ſent for the Magnifico , deſiring to buy his faire 
Gelding of him, becauſe he hoped to haue him of free gift. The Mazzi. 
fico hearing his requeſt, wasnota litle ioyfull hereof, and thus an(we. 
red; Sir, if you would giue me all the wealth which you poſleſſe in this 
World, I will nor ſell you my Horſe, rather [ will beſtow him on you as 
a Gentlemanly gift ; but yet vpon this condition, that before you haue 
him deliuered, 1 may with ou lifence , and in your preſence ſpeake a 
few words to your vertuous Ladie, and fo farre off in diſtance from you, 
as [ may not be heard by any, but onely her ſelte. Signzor Franceſco,whol- 
ly conducted by his baſe auaricious defire,and meaning to make aſcorne 
at the Mapnifico, made an{were; that he was well contented, toler him 
ſpeake with her when he would, and leauing him inthe great Hall of the 
houſe,he went to his Wiues Chamber,and told her, how eaſily he might 
enioy the Houſe; commanding her forth-with, to come and heare what 
he could ſay to her, onely ſhee ſhould abſtaine, and not returne him any 
anſwer. The Lady with a modeſt bluſh, much condemned this folly in 
him, that his couctouſneſle ſhould ſerue as acloake, to couer any vnfit- 
ting ſpeeches, which her chaſte eares could never endureto heare : ne- 
uertheleſſe, being to obcy her Husbands will, ſhee promiſed rodoeir, 
and followed him downe intothe Houſe , to heare whatthe Magnifico 
wouldſay. Againe, he there confirmed the bargaine made with her Huſ- 
band, and fitting downe by her in a corner of the Hall, farre enough off 
from any ones hearing,taking her curteouſly by the hand thus he ſpake. 

| Worthy Lady,it appeareth to me for a certainty, that you are fo tru- 
ly wiſe, as you haue (no doubt) along while ſince percciued, what vnfai- 
ned afteion your beauty (tarre excclling all other womens that I know) 
hath compelled me to beare you. Setting aſide thoſe commendable qua- 
lities, and ſingular vertues, gloriouſly ſhining in you, and powerfull c- 
nough to make a conqueſt of the very ſtouteſt courage : I held ir vreerly 
necdlefſe,to let you vnderſtand by words, how faithfull the loue is I beare 
you, were it not much more feruent and conſtant, then cuer any other 
man can expreſſe to a woman, In which condition itſhal]l ſtill continue, 
without the leaſt blemiſh or impaire, ſo long as I enioy life or motion ; 
yea, and ] dare aſſure you ghar if in the future World,afte&ion may con- 
taine the ſame powerfull dominion,as it doth in this;I am the man,borne 
to loue you perpetually. Whereby you may reſt confidently perſwaded, 
that you cnioy not any thing, how poore or precious ſocuer it be, which 
you can fo ſolemnely account to be your owne , andin thetrueſt title of 
right,as you may my ſelfe,in all thatI hauc,or for cuer ſhall be mine. - 
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To conhrineyour opinion in this calc,by any argument of greater po- 
wer,le: me tell you, that | ſhould repute it as my faireſt and moſt graci. 
os forcuneif you would command me fome ſuch ſeruice,as confiſterh in 
ring avility tO pectorme, and in your COUrtcous fauour to acc pr, yca, It 
*t Were tO Lrauaile thorow the whole world, nght willing am 1, and obe- 
dient. In which regard, faire Madame, it I be fo much vours, 25 you 
kcareT am , I may boidly aduenture (and not without good reaſon) to 
acquaint your chaſte carcs with my carneſt deſires, for on you onely de. 
pendett my happineſie,lite and abſolute comfort,and as your molt hum- 
ble ſeruant , I befeech you (my dearcit good, and (ole lope of my toule) 
that rigour may dwell no longer in your gentle breſt, bur Lady-like pitty 
and compaſhon : whereby I ſhal ſay,that as your divine beauty enflamed 
mine affeions, eucn fo 1t extended (uch a mercitfull qualification, as cx- 
ceeded all my hope, but nor the halte part of your pitty. 

Admit (miracle of Ladies) that I ſhould die in this diſtreſſe: Alas, 
my det would be bur your dithonour, I cannot be termed mine owne 
murtherer , when the Dart came from your cye that Cid ir, and muſt re- 
maine a witneſlte of your rigour. You cannot then chuſe but call w 
minde, and ſay within your ownefſoule : Alas ! whar afinne hauc I con- 
mitted,in being {o vamercitull ro my XZagnifice. Repentance then ſerucs 
to no purpoſe , but you muſt anſwere for ſuch vnkinde cruelty. Vhere- 
fore , to preuent fo blacke aſcandall royour bright beauty , befide the 
ccaſeletlc acclamarions , which will dogge your walkes in the day tune, 
and breake your quiet fleepes 1a the nightfeaſon,with fearctull fights and 
galty apparitions , hovering and haunting abour your bed ; ler ail theſe 
1c you to mide mercy, and ſpillnot lite, when you may lauc it, 

So tac AMazwfico cealing , with teares ſireaming from his eyes, and 
1:15 breaking from his heart, he ſare (till in exſpetation of the Lagies 
ani yicc, wine madentither long or ſhort of the marter, neitizer Hits nor 
Tourncying, nor many loft mornings and cuenings , nor mhtinite other 
{luchlike offices , which the 1agarfico (tor her fake) from time to time 
hd {vent in vaine, without the leaſt ſhew of acceptation, or any hope at 
ali to winne her loue : Mowucd now in this very houre , by theſe folemne 
proteſtations,or rather moſt preuailing afleuerations; ſhe brgan to finde 
tatin her, which (before) the never felt, namely Love. And aithovghy 
(tokeepe her promiſe made to her husbano) ſhee ſpake nor a word: yer 
ber heart heauing , her ſoule throbbing, ſighes intermixing, and com- 
picxicn altering , could not hide her intended an{were to the Maznifico, 
1 promiſe had beene no hinderance to her will. All this while the 1ag- 
mfcoſate as mutc a5 ſhe, and ſeeing ſhe would not giue him any anſwere 
at all; heconld not chuſe but wonder therear, yet at length percciued, 
tac it was thus cunnin ply contrived by her husband. Notwithſtanding, 
od{cruing well her countenance, thatit was in aquite contrary temper, 
another kinde ot fire ſparkling in her eye , other humours flowing , her 
puitcs ſtrongly beating, her ſtomack riſing, and ſighes ſwelling ; all theſe 
Were arguments of a change, and mortines to aduance his hope. Taking 
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courage by this tickling perſwaſion,and in{trufting his minde with anew 
kinde of counſel! : he would needes an{were himſeltc on her behalfe, and 
as if ſhe had vrtered the words, he ſpake in this manner. 

Maznifico, and my friend, ſurely itis along time fince , when I fir 
noted thine affeion towards me,to be very great and moſt perfe@ : but 
nowl am much more certaine thereof, by thine owne honeſt and gentle 
ſpeeches, which contentme as they ovghtto doe, Neuertheleſle,ithere. 
tofore | have ſcemed cruell and vnkinde to thee , I would not haue thee 
thinke,that my heart was any way guilty ofmy outward ſeuerity; but did 
cuermore loue thee , and held thee dearer then any man living. But yer 
it became me to doc ſo, as well in fearc of others, as for the renowne of 
mine owne reputation. But now the time is at hand, to let thee know 
moreclearely , whecherI doe aftctthee orno: as aiuſt guerdon of thy 
conſtant loue, which long thou haſt,and ſtil] doeſt beare ro me. Where- 
fore comfort thy (elte,and dwell vpon this vndoubred hope, becauſe $1g- 
mio! F ranceſcomy husband, is to be abſent hence for many dayes , being 
choſen Podeita at Millaine, as thou cani: not chuſe but heare , for itis 
common through the Country. 

I know (for my ſake) thou haſt given him thy goodly ambling Gel. 
ding, and ſo ſoone as hee is gone, I promiſe thee vpon my word, and by 
the taichfull loue I beare thee : that I will haue further conference with 
thee, and let thee vnderſtand ſomewhat more of my minde. And be- 
cauſc this is neither fitting time nor place,to diſcourſe on matters of ſuch 
ſerious moment z obſerue heereafter, as a ſignall, when thou ſeeſt my 
crim{or. skarte hanging in the window of my Chamber , which is vpon 
the Garden ſide ; that cuening (fo ſoone as it is night) come to the Gar- 
den gate,with wary reſpe&,thatno eye doe diſcouer thee,and there thou 
ſhait inde me walking,and ready to acquaint thee with other matters,ac- 
corclivg as I ſhall inde occaſion. 

When the Magnrfico, in the perſon ofthe Lady, had ſpoken thus,then 
hee returned her this anſwere. Moſt vertuous Lady , my ſpirits arc ſo 
tranſported with extraordinary ioy, for this your gracious and welcome 
an{were; that my ſences fo fayle mee, and all my taculties quite forſake 
me , a: I cannot giue you ſuch thankes as I would. And if I could ſpcake 
cqually co my dcfire, yer the ſeaſon ſutes not therewith , neither were 
it conuenient that I ſhould be ſo troubleſome to you. Let me therefore 
humbly beſcech you, that the defire I have ro accompliſh your will 
(which words auaile nottoexpreſle) may remaine in your kinde conlt- 
deration. And, as you haue commaunded me, ſo will I not faile toper- 
torme itaccordingly , and in more thankfull manner, then as yetI am 
abletolet you know. Now therereſtcth nothing elſe ro doe , but, vnder 
the proteQion of your gracious pardon, I to give ouer ſpeech, and you 
to atrend your worthy husband, 

Notwithſtanding all that hee had ſpoken, yer ſhee replied not one 

word, wherefore the Magzificoaroſe, and returned to the Knight, who 
went to mcete hum, ſayingin aloude laughter. How now man ? hauel 
nog 
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0c kept my promiſe with thee ? No Sir, anſwered the Maznifico, for you 
promiſed] ſhould ſpeake with your wite , and you haue made mee talke 
to a marble Statue. This anſwere was greatly pleaſtng to the Knight, 
who, alchough hee had an vndoubred opinion of his wife z yer this did 
much more ſtrengthen his beliete, and hee ſaid. Now chou confeſleſt 
thy Gelding ro bee mine? Idoc, replied the Magnifico, bur if I had 
thought , that no berrer ſucceſſe would haue cnſucd on the bargaine z 
without your motion for the horſe, [ would hauc giuen him you: and[ 
am ſorie that I did not, becauſe now you have bought my horlc,and yet] 
haue not ſold him. The Knight laughed heartily at this anſwere, and be- 
ing thus prouided of fo fairea beaſt, he rode on his journey to Mollaine, 
and there entred into his authory of Podej#a. 

The Lady remained now in h1berty at home, conſidering on the 47as- 
nificoes words,and likewiſe the Gelding,which (for her ſake) was giuen to 
her husband. Oftentimes (hee ſaw him paſſe to and fro before her win- 
dowe, ſtill looking whenthe Flagge of defiance ſhould be hanged forth, 
that hee might fight valiantly vnder her Colours. The Story ſaith, thac 
among many of her much better meditations, ſhe was heard to talke chus 
idely to herſelte. What doc I meane ? Wherefore is my yourh ? The 
olde miſerable man is gone to Mlzaine, and God knoweth when hee 
comes backe againe, cuer, or neuer. Is dignity preferred before wed- 
lockes holy duty, and pleaſures abroade, more then comforts at home ? 
Illcan age pay youths arrerages,when time isſpent, and no hope ſparde. 
AXtions omitted, are often times repented, but done in due ſeaſon, they 
arc (ildome ſorrowed for. Vpon theſe vn-Lady-like priuare conſultart- 
ons , whether the window ſhewed the fignall or no; it isno matter be- 
longing ro my charge : I ſay, husbands are vawiſe, to graunt ſuch ill ad- 
uantages, and wiucs much worſe, if they take hold of them, onely iudge 
you the beſt,and ſo the Tale is ended. 


Ricciardo Minutolo fel in love with the Wife of Philippello Fighinolh, 
and knowin her to be very icalous of her Husband, gaue her to underſtand, 
that ke was greatly enamoured of his wife , and had appointed to meete ber 
prezcately in 4 Bathing houſe, on the next day following : Where ſhe hoping to 
take him tardie with h1s cloſe compacted Miſtreſſe, found her ſelfe to be de- 
ceined by the [aid Ricciardo. 

The fixth Nouell. 

Declaring, how much perſeuerance, and 4 couragious ſpirit is auaileable in loue. 


No more remained to be ſpoken by Madame E/iz4 , but the cunning 
of the 4agnifico, being much commended by all the company : the 
Qucene commanded Madame Fiammetta, to ſucceede nextin order with 
one other Nouels , who ({milivgly) made anſwerethar ſhe would, and 
beganthus. Gracious Ladies, mie thinkes wee haue ſpoken enough al- 
ready,concerning our owne Citie, which asit abounderh copioully in all 

commodiies, fo is it an example alſo to euery conuenient purpoſe, And 
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as Madam Eliz4 hath done , by recounting occaſions happening in ano- 

cher World, ſo muſt we now leape alittle turther off, euen ſo farre as V4 

ples, ro ſec how one of thoſe Saint-hke Dames, that nicely ſeemes ro ſhun 

Loues allurings, was guided by the good ſpirit to a friend others, and ta. - 
ſed of the fruxce, before ſhee knew the lowers. A ſufhcient warning for 

you, to apprehend before hand,what may follow after; and to let you ſee 

beſide, that when an errour is committed, how to be difcreetein keeping 

it from publike knowledge. ; 

In the City of Naples, it heing 

Nel of great antiquity ,and (perhaps) 


d) as pleaſantly ſcituated , as an 
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_ Eg other City in all tale, there 
Ar diligi PNCS WAYS) dwelt ſomerime a'young Ger. 
S " Il IU! | {TN \1 tleman, of noble parentage, and 
well knowne to be wealthy, na- 
med Rzicctardo Minutolo, who, al- 
though hee had a Gentlewoman 
(of excellent beauty and worthy 
che very kindeſt affeQiing) ro hus 
wife; ycthis gadding eye gazed 
clſe-where, and he became ena- 
moured of another , which (in 


— - 


— 
- 
: 
PR 
— — 


Hl 


the Neapolitane women elſe, in 
feature, fauovr, and the choyſeſt 
—q pertctions, ſhee being named 

FAR Amd Madam Cats/la,wifeto as gallant 
ay ung Gentleman, called Philippelio Fighinolfe, who moſt dearely he lo- 
ued beyond all other, tor her vertue and admired chaſtity. 

Ricctardolouing this Madam Catulla,and viing all ſuch meanes,where- 
by the grace and liking of a Lady might be obtained; found it yet a mat- 
terbey ond poſſibility, ro compaſſe the height of his deſire : ſo that many 
deſperate and dangerous reſolutions beleagred his braine, — {oin- 
tricate , 3nd vnlikely to affoord any hopetull ifſue , as he wiſhed for no- 
thing more then death. And death (as yet) being deafe to all his earneſt 
imprecations, delayed him on in lingering affliaions, and continuing 
ſtill in ſuch an extreame condition , he was aduifed by ſome of his beſt 
friends,vtterly to abitaine from this fond purſuite,becauſc his hopes were 
meercly in vaine , and Madam Cats prized nothing more precious to 
her in the World, then vnſtayned loyaltiero her Husband ; and yer ſhce 
lived in ſuch extreme icalouſic othim, as fearing leaſt ſowe bird flyingin 
the Ayre, ſhould ſnatch him fromher. 

Aicciardo not vnacquainted with this her icalous humour , as well by 
credible hearing thereof, as alſo by daily obſeruation; began to covſider 
with himſelfe, that it were beſt for him , to diſſemble amorous affeion 
in ſome other place, and (hence-forward)ts ſet aſide all hope, of cuer en- 
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:oving the louc of Madam Carula, becauſc he was now become the ſer- 
12nt to another Gentlewoman, pretending (in her honour) to performe 
many worthy actions of Armes, Iouſts, Tournaments, and all ſuch like 
noble exerciſes, as he was wont to doe for Madam Cata//a. So that almoſt 
all che people of Naples, bur ef] pecially Madam Cats//s, became verily per- 
(v2ded, that his former fruitleſle loue ro her was quite changed, and the 
new eleed Lady had all the glory of his beſt endeauours, pcricucring ſo 
long in this opi1i0n,asnow it paſſedabſolutely for currant. Thus ſeemed 
he now as a meere ſtranger to her, whoſc houſe before he familarly fre- 
quenred;yet(as a neighbour)gaue her the dayes falutations,according 2s 
he chanced to ſee her, or meere her. 

It cameto paſſe, that it being now the delightfull Summer ſcaſon, 
when all Gentlemen and Gentlewomen vſed ro mecte together ( accor- 
ding to a cuſtome long obſerued in that Countrey)ſporting along on the 
Sea Coaſt, dining and ſupping there very often. Riccrardo Minutolo hap- 
pened to heare, that Madam Catul{a (witha company ot her friends) in- 
rendcd alſo to be preſent there among them, at which time, conſorted 
with a ſcemely traine ofhis confederates,he reſorted thither,and was gra- 
ciouſly welcommed by Madam Catul/a, where he pretended no willing 
long time of arrying; but that Catulaand the other Latjes were faine to 
entreare him, dilcourſing of his loue to his new cleed Miſtreſſe : which 
Minutolo graced with ſo ſolemne a countenance ,' as it miniſtred much 
more matter of conference, all coueting to know what ſhee was. 

So farre they walked, and held on this kinde of diſcourſing, as eucry 
Lady and Gentlewoman , waxing Weary of too long a continued argu- 
ment, began to ſeparate herſelfe wich ſuch an aflociate as ſhee belt liked, 
and as in ſuch walking women are wont to doe ; ſothat Madam Carulla 
hauing few females lefi with her, ſtayed behind with Minutole, who ſud- 
denly ſhot foorth a word,concerning her husband Phrlippelo,& of his lo- 
ling another woman beſide her ſelfe.She that was obermuch icalous be- 
fore, became ſo ſuddenly ſect on fire,co know what ſhee was of whom 1M1- 
nutoloſpake; as ſhee ſare ſilent a long while,till being able to concaineno 
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longer, ſhee entreated Ricciardo, even for the Ladies ſake, whoſe loue he 


had ſo deyoutly embraced, to reſolue her certainely , in this ſtrange alte- 
ration of her Husband; whereunto thus he anſwered. 

Madam, you hauc fo ſtraitly coniured me,by vrging the rernembrance 
of her; for whoſe ſake I am nor able ro denie any rhing you can demand, 
as I amready therein to pleaſure you.” Bur firſt you muſtptomiſe me, 
that neither you, or any other perſon for you, ſhall ar any time diſcloſe it 
to your Husband, vntill you haue ſecne by efteR, that which I have rolde 
you proucth to be true: and when you pleaſe, will inſtruc you how your 
ſelfe ſhall ſee it. The Lady was not alittle ioyfull, ro be thus ſatisfied in 
her Husbands follie, and conſtantly crediting his words tobe true, ſhee 
{ware a folcmne oath, that no one aliue ſhould ever know it. So ſtepping 


alirtle further aſide, becauſe no liſtening careſhould hearc him , thus he 
beganne. | . 


R 4 Lady, 
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Lady, if I did loue you now ſo effeQually, as heretofore I haue done, 
I ſhould be very circumſpet, in vrtering any thing which I imagineg 
might diſtaſte you. 1know not whether your Husband Philippe, were 
at any time offended; becauſe I affeed you, or beleeued, that I received 
any kindneſſe from you: but whether it were ſo or no, I could never dif. 
cerne it by any outward apparance. But now awaiting for the Opportu= 
nity of time, which he conceiued ſhould affoord me the leaſt luſpition; 
he ſeckes ro compaſle that, which (I doubt) he fearcs I would haue done 
to him, in plainetermes Madam, to haue his pleaſure of my wife. And as 
by ſome carriages I have obſerued,within few dayes paſt he hath ſolicited 
and purſucd his purpoſe very ſecretly, by many Ambaſſages, and other 
meanes, as(indeede) I haue learned from her ſclte, and alwaycs ſhee hath 
returned in ſuch anſwers, as ſhee rece1ued by my direQion. 
And no longer agoe Madam,thenthis very morning, before my com- 
ming hicher,l found a woman meſflenger in my Houſe, in very cloſe con- 
ference with my Wife , when growing doubtfull of that which was true 
indecde, [ called my W ite, enquiring,whar the woman would hane with 
her,and ſhce to!dc me it was another purſuite of Philippelio Fighinolfi who 
(quorh ſhee) vpon ſuch anſwers as you haue cauſed me to {cnd him from 
time to time , perhaps doth gather ſome hope of prevailing in the ende, 
which maketh him ſtill to importune me as he doth. And now he aduen- 
eureth ſo farre, as to vnderſtand my finall intention, hauing thus ordered 
his complor, that when pleaſe, I muſt meete him ſecretly in an houſe of 
this City, where he hath prepared a Bath ready for me, and hopethtoen- 
ioy the cnde of his deſire, as veryearneſtly be hath ſolicited me thereto, 
But if you had not commanded me, to hold him in ſuſpence with ſo ma- 
ny friuolons anfwers;I would (long ere this)haue ſeat him ſuch a meſſage, 
as ſhould haue beene- lictle to his liking, 

With patience (Madam) I endured all before, but now (me thinkes) 
he proceedeth too farre , which is not any way to be ſuffered ; andthere- 
fore I intended to let you know it, whereby you may perceiue, how well 
you are rewarded, for the faichfull and loyall loue you beare him, and for 
which I was cuen at the doore of death. Now,becauſe you may be the ſv- 
rer of my ſpeeches, not tobe any lies or fables, and that you may (if you 
be ſo pleaſed)approue the trueth by your owne experience : I cauſed my 
Wi ite to ſend him word, that ſhee would meetc him to morrow, atthe 
Bathing-houſe appointed, abour the houre of noone-day, when people 
repole themſclues, in regard of the heates violence; with which anſwere 
the woman returned very tocondly. Ler mc now tell you Lady, 1 hope 
you haue better © pinion of my wit, then any meaning in me, to ſend wy 
witethither; I rather did it to this ende, that hauing acquainted you with 
his ireacherous intent, you ſhould ſupply my wiues place,by ſauing both 
his reputation and your owne, and truſtrating his vnkind purpoſe tome. 
Morcoue:, vpon the view of his owne deluſion , wrought by my wife in 
meere Joue ro you, he ſhall (ee his foule ſhame,and your moſt noble carc, 
to keepe the rites of marriage berweene you ſill vnſtained. F 

Madam 


The third Day of Decameron. 


Madame Catw{, hauing heard this long and vnpleaſing report; with. 
aut any conſideration, either what he was that toldethe tale , or what a 
creaſon he intended againſt her: immediatly (as icalous perſons vic to 
doe) ſhe gave faith tohis forgerie , and began to diſcourſe many things 
to him which imagination had often auiſguided her in,againſt her honeſt 
minded husband , and enflame\ with rage, ſuddenly replied ; that thee 
would doe according as he had adnifed her, as being a matter of no difh- 
culty. Butithe came, lhe would ſo ſhame and diſhonour him,asno wo- 
man whatſocuer ſhould better {choole him. Ricciardo highly pleaſed 
herewith,& being perſ[waded,that his purpoſe would take the ll eftc&:; 
confirmed the Lady in her determination with many words more; yet 
putting her in memory , to keepe her faithfull promiſe made , without 
reuealing the matter to any liuing perſon , as ſhee had {worne vpon her 
faith. 

On the morrow morning, Ricciardo went to an auncient woman of his 
acquaintance,who was the Miſtreſſe ota Bathing-houſe,and there where 
he had appointed Madame Catu//a, that the Bath ſhould be prepaicd tor 
her, giuing her to vnderſtand the whole buſinefle, and defiring her to be 
fauourable therein to him. The woman, who had beene much behiold- 
ing to him in other matters, promiſed very willingly to fulfill his requeſt, 
concluding with him, both what ſhould be done and ſaid. She had 1n her 
houſe a very Jarke Chamber, without any wincow ro affoord it the leaſt 
Ight,which Chamber ſhee had made ready, according to Riccrardoes di 
rection, with arich Bed therein, {o ſoft and delicate as poſhble could be, 
wherein he entred fo loone as he had dined, to attend the arriuall ot Ma- 
Came Catul{a, On the ſame day, as ſhe had heard the ſpeeches of Kiccrar- 
do, and gaue more credit trorhem then became her; ſhee returnec! home 
to her houſe in wonderfull impatience. And Phrlppelio her husband 
came home diſcontentedly too , whoſe head being buſted abour ſume 
worldly affaires, perhaps he looked nor ſo pleaſantly, neither vicd her fo 
kindly, as he was wont to doe. VVhich Cats/a perceiuing, thee was ten 
times more ſuſpicious then before , ſaying to her ſcelfe, Now apparant 
tructh doth diſcloſe it ſelfe, my husbands head is troubled now with 
nothing elſe, bur Ricctardoes wife, with whom (ro morrow) he purpoleth 
his meeting ; whercin he ſhall be diſappointed, if Tliue; raking no reſt ar 
all the whole night, for thinking how to handle her husband, 

What ſhall I ſay more ? On the morrow, at the houre of mid-day, 
accompanied onely with her Chamber-mayde , and without any other 
alteration in opinion ; ſhee went to the houſe where the Bath was pro- 
miſcd , and meeting there with the olde woman, demaunded ot her,it 
Philippello were come thither as yet or no? The woman, being well in- 
lirufed by Ricciards, anſwered : Are you ſhee that ſhould meete him 
heere, Yes, replied Catulla. Goc in thento him (quoth the woman) for 
be isnor farre off before you. 

Madame Catu//a, who went to ſeeke that which ſhe would not finde, 
being brought vailed into the darke Chamber where Riccrardo was, en- 
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ered intothe Bath , hoping to finde none other there but her husbang, 
and the cuſtome of the Countrey , neuer diſallowed ſuch meetings of 
men with their wiues, but held them to be good and commendable, In 
a counterfeit voyce he bad her welcome, and ſhe, not ſeeming ro be any 
other then ſhe was indeed, entertained his embracings in as loving man. 
ner ; yet not daring to ſpeake, leaſt he ſhould know her, but ſuffered him 


to proceedc in his owne crrour. 


Let paſſc the wanton follies paſſing betweene them , and come to 
Madame Catu/la, who finding it a fit and conuenient time , to vent forth 


the tempeſt of her ſplecne, began in this manner. Alas! how mighty 


arerhe misfortunes of women, and how ill requitedisthe loyall loue, of 
manyiuecs to their husbands ? I, a poore miſcrable Lady, who, for the 
ſpace of eight yeares now fully compleated , haue loued thee more 
dearely then mine owns life, finde now (to my hearts endleſle pgriefe) 
how thou waſteſt and conſumeſt thy deſires, ro delight them with a 
ſtrange woman , like a moſt vile and wicked man as thou art. VVith 
whom doeſt thou now imagine thy ſelte to be? Thou art with her,whom 
thou halt long time deluded by falſe bland:ſhments , feigning to affect 
her, when thou doarteſt in thy deſires clſc-where. I am thine owne 
Catulli, and not the wife of Ricciardo, rraytcrous and vofaithfull man, 
as thou art, 1am ſure thou knoweſt my voyce, andlI thinke it athou- 
ſand ycares, vntill wee may ſce each other in the light , todoe thee ſuch 
diſhonour as thou iuſtly deſerueſt, dogged, diſdainefull, and villainous 
wretch. By conceluing to hauc another woman in thy wanton embra- 
ccs, thou haſt declared more iouiall diſpoſition, and demonſtrations of 
farre yreater kindneſſe, then domeſticke familiarity. At home thou 
lookelt fower , ſullen or furly, often froward , and {ildome well pleaſed, 
Bur the beſt is, whereas thou intendeit this husbandriefor another mans 
ground, thou haſt againſt thy will) beſtowed it on thine owne , and the 
water hath runne a contrary courſe , quite from the current where thou 
meant? it. 

VV hat anfwere canſt thou make, deuill, and no man ? V\hat, have 
my words {mittenthee dumbe >? Thou mayeſt (with ſhame enough)hold 
thy peace, for with the face of a man, and loue of an husband to his wife, 
rhou art not able to make any anſwere. 

Ricctordo durlt not ſpeake one word, bur ſtill expreſſed his affable be- 
hauiour towards her , beſtowing infinite embraces and kiſſes on her : 
which ſo much the rnore augmented her rage and anger , continving on 
her chiding thus, It by theſe flatteries and idle follies , thou hopeſito 
comfort or pacitie me, thourunneſt quire byas from thy reckoning : for 
[ ſhall never imagine my ſelfe halfe Carisfih , vntill in the preſence of 
my parents, friends, and neighbours , I haue reucaled thy baſe behaul- 
our. Tell mce, treacherous man, am not I as faire, as the wife of Ric- 
ciara? Am I not as good a Gentlewoman borne , as ſhee is ? VV hat 
canſt thou more reſpeCt in her, then isin mee? Villaine, monſter, wity 
docſt thou nor anſwere mee? I willſend to Ricciardo, who loueth mee 


beyond 
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beyond all other women in Naples,and yet could never vaunt,that I gaue 
him {ſo much as a friendly looke : he thall know, what a diſhonour thou 
hadſt intended towards him z which both he and his friends will reuenge 
ſoundly vpon thee. 

The exclamations of the Lady wereſo tedious and irkſome, that Ricci- 
ardoperceiuing,if ſhe continued longer intheſe complaints,worſe would 
enſie thereon, then could be ealily remedied : reſolued ro make himſclfe 
Lnowneto her, to reclaime her our of this violent extaſic, and holdin 
her ſomewhat ſtrialy,to preuent her eſcaping from him, he ſaid. Madam, 
affli& your ſelfe no further , for, what I could not obtaine by iunply lo- 
ving you, ſubrilry hath berter caught me, and I am your Kicctardo, which 
ſhe hearing, and perfectly knowing him by his voyce; ſhee would haue 
leapt out ofthe Bath, but ſhee could not, and to auoyde her crying our, 
he layde his hand on her mouth, ſaying. Lady,what is done,cannot now 
be vadone,, albeit you cried out all your hfe time. 1fyou exclaime, or 
make this knowne openly by any meanes; two vnauoydable dangers 
muſt needes enſue thereon. The one (which you ought more caretully 
to reſpeR) is the wounding of your good renowne and honour,becauſe, 
when you ſhall ſay , that by treacheric I drew you hither : I will boldly 
maintaine the contrary , auouching, that having corrupted you with 
gold , and not giuing you ſo much as couetouſly you defired; you grew 
offended, and thereon made the out-cry, and you are not to learne, that 
theworld is more ealily induced to belecuethe worſt , then any good- 
neſle, be it never ſo manifeſt. Next vnto this, mortal] hatred muſt ariſe 
berweene your husband and me, and (perhaps) I ſhall as ſoone kill him, 
as he mee z whereby you can hardly liue in any true contentment after. 
\Wherctore, ioy of my life, doe not in one moment, both ſhame your 
ſelfe, and cauſe ſuch perill berweene your husband and me: for you are 
not the firſt, neither can be the laſt, that ſhall be deceiued. I hauc not be- 
guiled you, to take any honour from you, but onely declared, thefaith- 
tull affection I beare you, and ſo ſhall doe for euer, as being your boun- 
den and moſt obedient ſeruant; and as it is along time agoc, ſince I de- 
dicatcd my felfe and all mine to your ſeruice , ſo hence-forth muſt I re- 
maine for euer. You are wiſe enough (I know) inall other things; then 
ſhew your ſelfe not to be{illy or {imple in this. 

Ricciardowrtered theſe words , teares ſtreaming aboundantly downe 
his cheekes, and Madame Catul/a (all the while) likewiſe ſhowred forth 
her ſorrowes equally to his, now,although ſhe was exceedingly troubled 
inminde, and ſaw what her owne icalous folly had now brought her to, 
aihame beyond all other whatſocuer: in the midſt of her cormenting 
palhons, ſhe conſidered on the words of Kcciardo, found good reaſon in 
them, in regard of the ynauoydable euils , whereupon ſheethus ſpake. 
Ricctardo , I know not how to beare the horrible iniuric, and notorious 
treaſon vſed by thee againſt me, grace and goodneſlc hauing ſo forſaken 
me, tolet me fall in ſo foule a manner. Nor becommeth it me, to make 
any noyſe or out-cry heere, whereto {implicity , or rather deuilliſh ica- 
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_ (gracious Ladies) to returne 


louſic, did conduct me. But certaine I am of one thing,that1 ſhallneucr 
ſee any one ioyfull day , till (by one meanes or other be reuenged on 
thee. Thou haſt glutted thy deſire with my diſgrace,let me therefore goe 
from thec , neuer more to looke vypon my wronged husband , or lctany 
honeſt wornan cuer ſee my face. | 

Ricciardo perceiving the extremiry of her perplexed minde, vſed all 
manly and milde perſwaſions, which poſſibly he could deuiſe to'doe, to 
turne the torrent of this high tide, to aca!mer courſc;as by outward ſhew 
ſhee made apparance of, vntill ( in frightfull feares ſhunning cuery one 
ſhee met withall , as arguments of her guiltinefle ) ſhee recoucred her 
owne houſe, where remorſe ſo tortured her diſtreſſed ſoule, that ſhee fell 
into ſo fierce a melancholy, as neuer left her till ſhee diced, Vpon the re- 
port whereof, Ricciarao becomming likewiſe a widdower, and gricuing 
extraordinarily for his haynoustranſgreſſon , penutently betooke him- 
ſelfe to ljuc in a wilderneſle, where (nor long after) he ended his dayes. 


Thebaldo Eliſei, haning received an onkinde repulſe by his belowed, departed 
from Florence, and returning thither againe (along while after) in the ha- 
bite of a Pilgrime ; he ſpake with her , and made iu wrongs knowne vnto 
her. He deliuered her Husband from the danger of death, becauſe it was 
proud, that he had 'ſlarne Thebaldo : he made peace with his brethren, and 
in the ende, wiſely emoyed his bearts defare. 

The ſeauenth Nouell, 

herein i ſignified the power of Lowe, and the diner ſuty of dangers, whereints 

men may duly fall, 
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qualities,tO enioy of her whatſoever he could deſire. Secretly they were 
efpoulcd rogether, but Fortune, the enemy to Louers felicities, oppoſed 
her malice againſt chem, in oepeining Thebaldo of thoſe deare delights, 
which ſometime he held in free poſſeſſion, and making him as a ſtranger 
to her gracious tauours. Now grew {hee contemptibly to deſpiſe him, 
not onely denying to heare any meſlage ſent from him, bur ſcorning allo 
ro vouchſafe ſo much as aſight ot him, cauſing in him extreme griete and 
melancholy , yet concealing all her vnkindneſle fo wiſely to humſclte, as 
10 one could vnderſtand the reaſon of his ſadneſle. 

After he had laboured by all hopetull courſes, to obtaine that fauour 
of her, which he had formerly loſt, without any offence in him, as his in- 
nocent ſouletruly witneſſed with him, and ſaw that all his further c1:dea-+ 
aours were fruitlefle and in vaine;he concluded to retreate himſelfe from 
the World , and not to be any longer irkeſome in her eye, that was the 
onely occaſion of his vahappineſle. Hereupon, ſtoring himſelfc with 
ſuch ſummes of moncy, as ſnddenly he could colle rogether ſecretly he 
departed from Florence, without ſpeaking any word to his friends or kin- 
dred; except one kind companion of his, whom he acquainted with moſt 
of his ſecrers,and ſo trauelled to Ancona,where he termed himſclte by the 
naive of Sandoleſcio. Repairing to a wealthy Merchant there, he placed 
himſelte as his ſeruant, and went in a Ship of his with him to Cyprus; his 
actions and behauiour proued ſo pleafing to the Merchant, as not onely 
he allowed him very ſufficient wages, but alſo grew into ſuch aſſociation 
with him; as he gaue the moſt of his affaires into his hands,which he gui- 
ded with ſuch honeſt and diſcreete care, that he himſelfe (in few yeercs 
compaſle) prouedrto be a rich Merchant, and of famous report. 

Ile matrers went on in this ſucceſletull manner,although he could 
not chuſc, bur (till he remembred his cruell Miſtreſſe, and was very del- 
perate!y tranſported for her loue, as coueting(aboue all things e:{c)to ſee 
her once more;yet was he of ſuch powerfull conſtancy, as 7. whole yecrs 
rogether,he vanquiſhed all thoſe fierce conflits. Bur on a day it chanced 
he heard a ſong ſung in Cyprrcs, which he himſelte had formerly made, in 
honour of the louc he bare to his Miſtreſſe , and what delight he concei- 
ued, by being gaily in her preſence; whereby he gathered, that it was im- 
poſſible for him to forget her,and proceeded ono defirouſly,as he could 
not live, except he had a {ight of her once more, and therefore detrermi- 
ned on hisreturneto Florence. Haning ſet all his aſfaires in due orderac- 
companied with aſeruant of his onely, he paſſed to Ancona, where when 
he was arriued, he ſent bis Merchandiſes to Florence, in name of the Mer- 
chant of A»7cona,who was his eſpeciall friend and partner;trauayling him- 
ſelfe alone with his ſcruant, in the habite of a Pilgrime, as ithe had beene 
new:y returned from Jeruſalem. 

Being come to Florence, he wentto an Inne kept by two brethren, 
- necrencighbours to the dwelling of his Miſtreſſe, and the firſt thing he 

did, w2s paſſing by her doore, to get aſight ofher if he were ſo happie. 
But he found thewindowes , doores, and all parts of the houle faſt ſhur 
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vp, whereby he ſuſpe&tcd her to be dead, or clſe to be changed from het 
dwelling : wherefore (much perplexed in minde) he went on to the two 
brothers Inne, finding foure perſons ſtanding at the gate,attired in moyr- 
ning, whereat he maruelled not alittle; knowing himſclfe to be fo tran. 
figured, both in body and habite, farre from the manner of common vſe 
at his parting thence , as it was a difhicult matter to know him ; he ltepr 
boldly to a Shooe-makers ſhop neere adioyning, and demanded the rea- 
ſon of their wearing mourning. The Shoo-maker made anſwer thus; Sir, 
thoſe men are clad in mourning , becaule a brothers of theirs, being na- 
med Thebaldo(who hath beene abſent hence a long while) about ſome fif- 
teene dayes ſince was {laine. And they hauing heard, by proofe made in 
the Court of Inſtice, that one Aldobranaino Palermint ( whois kept cloſe 
priſoner) was the murtherer of him,as he came in a diſguiſed habire to his 
daughter, of whom he was moſt afteCtionately enamoured;cannot chuſe, 
but let the World know by their outward habites , the mward affliction 
of their hearts, for adeede ſo diſhonourably committed. 

7hebaldo wondered greatly herear,imagining,that ſome man belike re- 

ſembling him in ſhape, might be flaine in this manner, and by Aldobr an- 
dino, tor whoſe misfortune he grieued maruellouſly. As concerning his 
Millreſle , he vnderſtood that ſhee was ling, and in good health; and 
night drawing on apace , he wentto hislodging , with infinite moleſtati- 
ons in his minde, where after ſupper, he was lodged in a Corne-loftwith 
his man. Now by reaſon of many diſturbing imaginations, which inceſ- 
ſantly wheeled about his braine, his bed alſo being none of the beſt, and 
his ſupper (perhaps) ſomewhart of the courſeſt ; a great part of thenighe 
was ſpent, yet could he not cloſe his eycs together. But lying ſtill broade 
awake, about the dead time of night, he heard the treaCing of civersper- 
ſons ouer his head, who diſcended downe a paire of ſtayres by his Cham- 
ber, intothe lower parts of the houſe, carrying alight with them, which 
he diſcerned by the chinkes and crannies in the wall. Stepping ſoftly out 
of his bed, ro ſce what the meaning hereof might be, he eſpieda faire 
young woman, who carried the light in her hand , and three menin her 
company, deſcending downe the ſtayres together, one of them ſpeaking 
thus tothe young woman. Now we may boldly warrant our ſafety, bc- 
cauſe we haue heard it aſluredly , that the death of Thebaldo Eliſei , hath 
beene ſufficiently approned by the Brethren, againſt Aldobrandino Paler- 
mint, and ne hath confeſſed the fat ; whereupon the ſentence is already 
{cr COWwne in writing. But yetit behoueth vs notwithſtanding , to con- 
ceale it very ſecretly , becauſe if ener hereafter it ſhould be knowne, that 
we are they who murthered him , we ſhall bein the ſame danger, as now 
Aldobranaino is. 

W hen Thevaldo had heard thefe words , hee began to conſider with 
himſeltc, how many and great the dangers are , wherewith mens minds 
may daily be moleſted. Firſt, he thought on his owne brethren in their 
ſorrow, and buried a ſtranger in ſteed ofhim, accuſing afterward(by falle 
opinion, and vpon the teſtimony of as falſe witneſſes) a man moſt inno- 
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cent, making him ready for the ſtroke ot death. Next,he made a ſri ob- 
ſccuation in his ſoule , concerning the blinded ſeuerity of Law , and the 
Miniſters thereto belonging , who pretending adiligent and carefull in- 
quiſirion for rruceh,doe oftentimes(by their rortures and torments)heare 
lies auouched (onely for caſe of paine) inthe place of atrue confeſſion, 
yer chinking chemſclues(by doing 10) ro be the Miniſters of God and Iu- 
tice , whereas indeede they are the Diucls executioners of his wicked- 
neſſe. Laſtly, conuerting his thoughts to Aldobrandino,the iwagined MUT- 
cherer of a man yetliving,infinite carcs beleagured his ſoulein deuiſing 
what might beſt be done for his delinerance. 

Soſoone as he was riſen in the morning , leauing his ſernant behinde 
him in his lodging,he went(when he chought it fir time)all alone toward 
the houſe of his Miſtceſle , where finding by good fortune the gate 0- 

, he entred into a ſmall Parlour beneath , and where he ſaw his Mi- 
ſireſſe ſitting on the ground, wringing her hands, and wofully weeping, 
which (in mecre compaſſion) mouedhim to weepe likewiſe; and going 
ſomewhat neere her, he ſaide. Madam, torment your felfe no more, for 
your peace is not farre off from you. The Gentlewoman hearing him 
ſay ſo, lifted vp her head, and in tearesſpake thus. Good man, thou ſee+ 
meſt to me to be a Pilgrim ſtranger; what doeſt thou know, either con- 
cerning my peace, or mine afflition ? Madam (replied the Pilgrime) I 

.. amof Con#antinople, and (doubtleſle) am conducted hither by the hand 
of Heauen,to conuert yourteares into reioycing,and to deliuer your Fa» 
ther from death. How is this ? anſwered ſhee: If thou be of Con#antine- 
ple, and art but now arriued here doeſt thou know who we arc, either I, 
or my Farther ? 

The Pilgrime diſcourſed to her, euenfrom one end tothe other, the 
hiſtory of her Husbands ſad diſaſters, telling her, how many yeeres fince 
ſhee was eſpouſed tohim,and many other important matters,which wel 
ſhee knew, and was greatly amazed thereat , thinking him verily to be a 
Prophet, and kneeling at his feete, entreated him very earneſtly, thatif 
hee were come to deliuer her Father Aldobrandino from death , todoc it 
ſpecdily, becauſe the time was very ſhorr. The Pilgrime appearingto be 
a man of great holineſſc, ſaide. Rife vp Madam, refraine from weeping, 
and obſerue attentiuely what I ſhall ſay ; yer with this caution, that you 
neuer reueale it to any perſon whatſocuer. This tribulation whercinto 
you arefalne, (as by reuclation I am faithfully infocmed)is for a grieuous 
linne by you heretofore committed, whereof diuine mercy is willing to 
purge you, andto make a perfe amends by a ſenſible feeling of this at- 
fliion; as ſecking your ſound and abſolute recouery, leaſt you fallinto 
farre greater danger then before. Good man (quoth ſhee) I am burthe- 
ned with many ſinnes , and doe not know for which any amends ſhould 
be made by me,any one ſooner then another : wherefore if you haue in- 
tellipence thereof, for charities ſake tell itme,, and I will doe ſo much as 
lieth in me, to make afull ſatisfaQtion for it. Madam, anſwered the Pil- 
grime; know well cnough what it is,and will demand it no more of you, 
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rowinne any further knowledge thereof, then 1 haue already : but be. 
cauſe in revealing it your ſelfe , it may rouch you with the more true 
compunion of {oule; let vs goe tothe point indeede, and tell me, dg- 
you remember , that at any rime you were married to an Husband ; 
orno ? 

Art thehearing of theſe words, ſhee breathed foorth a very vehement 
ſigh,and was ſtricken with admiration at this queſtion,belceuing that nor 
any one had knowledge thereof. Howbeit,fince the day of the ſuppoſed 
Thebaldoes buriall, ſuch a rumour ran abroade , by mcanes of ſome ſpee. 
ches, raſhly diſperſed by a friend of Thebaldees, who (indeede) knew it; 
whereupon ſhee returned him this anſwere. It appearethto me ( good 
man) that divine ordinativation hath reucaled vnto youll the ſecrers of 
men; and therefore I am determined, not to conceale any of minefrom 
you. True it is, that in my younger yeeres,bcing left a widow, [ enxirely 
affefted an vnfortunate young Gentleman, who (in ſecret) was my Huf. 
band, and whoſe death is itapoſed on my Father. The death of him] 
haue the more bemoaned, becauſe (inreaſon) itdid neerely concerne 
me, by ſhewing wy ſelfe ſo ſauage and rigorous to him before his depay- 
ture: neuertheleſſc, ler me aſſure you Sir,that neither his parting,long ab- 
ſence from me, or his vntimely death , neuer had the power to bercaue 
my heart of hisremembrance, 

Madame, ſaide the Pilgrime , the vnfortunate young Gentleman thar 
is ſlaine, did neuer loueyou but ſure I am , that Thebaldo Eliſei loued 
you dearely. Buttell me, what was the occaſion whereby you cdncei- 
ued ſuch hatred againſt him Did he at any time offend you? No tru- 
lie Sir, quoth ſhee; bur the reaſon of my anger towards him, was by 
the wordes and threatnings of a religious Father , ro whom once I rc- 
ucaled (vnder confeſſion) how faithfully I afteRed him , and what pri- 
uate familiarity had paſſed betweene vs. VV hen inftantly he vſed ſuch 
dreadtull threatnings to me, and which (cucn yet) doe afflict my foule, 
that if I did not abſtaine , and vtterly refuſe him ,the Diucl! would fetch 
me quicke to Hell, andcaſt me intothe bottome of his quenchleſle and 
cuerlaſting fire. 

Theſe menaces were ſo preuailing with me, as Irefuſed all furthercon- 
uerſation with Thebaldo, in whichregard , I would reccine ncither letters 
or meſſages from him. Howbeir, I am perſwaded, that ifhe had conti- 
nued here ſkill, and not departed hence in ſuch deſperate manner as hc 
did, ſeeing him melt and conſume daily away, cuen as Snowe by power 
of the Sunne-beames: my auſtere deliberation had beene long agoc 
Quite altered, becauſe notat anytime ( ſince then) life hath nor 
ex one merry day, neither did I, or cuiercanloue any man like vnto 

im. | 

Ar theſe wordes the Pilgrime fighed , and then proceeded on againe 
thus. Surely Madam,this one onely fin,may iuſtly rorment you, becauſc 
I know for a certainty , that Thebaldoneuer offered you any iniury , ſince 
the day he firſt became enamonred of you ; and what grace or fauour 
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you afoorded him, was your ownevoluntary gift, and (as hetooke it)no 
more then 12 modeſtly might well become you; for he louipg you hf, 
vou had beene moſtcruell and vnkinde, if you ſhould not hane required 
him with the like afteQion. If then he continued(o iuſt and loya!l to you; 
as (of mine owne knowledge) I am ableto ſay hedid; what ſhould moue 
you torepuiſe him fo rudely ? Such matters ought well ro be.confidered 
on before hand ; for it you did imagine , tharyou ſhould repeare it as an 
ation ill done , yet you could nor doe it, becauſcas he became yours, 
ſo were you likewiſe onely his; and he being yours, you might diſpoſe of 
him at your pleaſure, as being truely obliged ro none bur you, How 
could you then with-draw your ſelfe trom him, being onely his, andnot 
commit moſt manifeltthetr,a farre vnfitting thing for you to doe, excepr 
you had gone with his conſent ? 

Now Madam, let me further giue you to vnderſtand, that I am a reli- 
gious perſon, and a pilgrime, and therefore am well acquainted with all 
the courſes of their dealing; if therefore I ſpeake ſomewhat more amply 
of them, and for your good, it cannot be f vnſceming for me to doeir, 
as it would appeare vgly in another. In which reſpe& , I willſpeake the 
more freely to you , to the ende, that you may take better knowledge of 
them,rhen (as it ſeemeth)hitherto you haue done. In former paſſed times 
ſuch as proteſled Religion, were learned and moſt holy perſons; bur out 
religious profeſſours now adayes, and ſuch as couet to be fo cſtcemed ; 
haucno matter at all of Religion in them, bur onely the outward (hew 8 
habite. Which yet is no true badge of Religion neither, becauſc it was or- 
dained by religious inſtitutions , that their garments ſhould be made of 
narrow, plaine, and courſeſt ſpun cloth, to make a publike maniteſtation 
to the world, that (in mecre deuotion,and religious diſpoſition)by wrap- 
pang their bodies in ſuch baſe clothing , they condemned and deſpiſed al 
temporall occaſions. But now adaycs they make them large, deepe, gli- 
ſtering, and of the fineſt cloth or ſuffes ro be gotten, reducing thoſe ha- 
bites ro ſo proude and ponrificall a forme , that they walke Peacock-like 
ruſtling, and ſtronting with them in the Churches; yea, and in open pub- 
' like places, as if they were ordinary ſecular perſons , to have their pride 
more notoriouſly obſerued. And as the Angler beſtoweth his beſt cun- 
ning,with one line and baite to catch many fiſhes ar one ſtrike;euen ſo do 
thele counterfeted habire-mongers, by rheir diſlembling and crafty dea. 
ling, beguile many credulous widowes, fimple women, yea, and men of 
weake capacity, to credit wharſocuer they doe or ſay,and herein they doc 
moſt of all exccrciſe themſclues. 

And to the end,that my ſpeeches may nor ſauor of any vntruth againſt 
them; theſe men which I ſpcake of, hauenort any habire ar all of religious 
men, but onely thecolour of their garments, and whereas they in times 
paſi,defired nothing more then the {aluation of mens ſoules; theſe freſher 
wittcd fellowes,couet after women & wealth, and employ all rheir paines 
by their whiſpering confeſſions, and figures of painted fearcful examples, 
to affright andterrifie vnſerled and weake confciences , by horrible and 
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blaſphemous ſpeeches ;yer adding a perſwafion withall,thar their finnes 
may be purged by Almes-deedes and Maſles. Totheend, that ſuch as 
credit them in theſe their dayly courſes, being guided more by appa. 
rance of deuotion, thenany true compuntion of hearr, to cſcape ſeuere 
penances by them enioyned: may ſome of chem bring bread;, others 
wine, others coyne , allof them matter of commoditie and benctfit, and 
ſimply ſay, theſe gifts are for the ſoules of their good friends deceaſed. 

I make not any doubt, but Almes-deedes and prayers, are very migh- 
ty, and preuailing meanes , to appeaſe heauens anger for ſome ſinnes 
committed ; but if ſuch as beſtow them, did cither ſee or know, to whom 
they giverhem : they would more warily keepe them, orelſe caſt them 
before Swine, in regard they are alrogether ſo vaworthy of them, Bur 
come we now to the caſe of your ghoſtly father, crying out in your eare, 
that ſecret mariage was a moſt greeuous {inne : Is notthe breach thereof 
farre greater. Familiar conuerſation betweene man and woman,is acon- 
ceſſion meerely naturall : but to rob, kill, or baniſh any one, proceedeth 
trom the mindes malignity. That you did rob Thebaldo, your ſelte hath 
already ſufficiently witneſſed, by taking that trom him, which with free 
conſent in mariage you gaue him. Next I muſt ſay,that by all the power 
remaining in you,you kild him,becauſe you would nor permit him to re- 
maine with you , declaring your ſelfe in the very height of cruelty, that 
hee might deſtroy his life by his owne hands. In which caſe the Law re- 
quireth, that whoſocuer is the occaſion of an ill at committed , hee or 
ſhe is as deepe in the fault, as the party that did it, Now concerning his 
baniſhment, and wandring ſeauen yeares in exile rhorow the world; you 
cannot denie, but that you were the onely occaſion thereof. In all which 
three ſeuerall ations, farre more capitally haue you offended ; thenby 
contraQing of mariage inſuch clandeſtine manner. 

But let vs ſee , whether Thebaldo delerued all theſe ſeuera)l caltigati- 
ons, ornot. Intructh hedid not, your (elte have confeſſed {beſide that 
which I know) that hee loued you more dearcly then himſelte , and no- 
thing could be more honoured, magnified and exalted , then dayly you 
were by him , aboue all other women whatſocucr, VWhen hee camein 
any place, where honeſtly , and without ſuſpition hee might ſpeake to 
you: all his honour, andall his liberty, lay wholly committed into your 
power. Vas he nota noble young Gentleman ? W as hee (among all 
thoſe parts that moſt adorne a man, and appertaine to the very choyceſt 
reſpect) inferiour to any one of beſt merit in your Citic? Iknow that 
you cannot make deniall to any of theſe demands. How could youthen 
by the perſwaſton of a beaſt, a foole, a villaine, yea, a vagabond,enuying 
both his happinelle and yours, enter intoſo crucll a minde againſt him? 
I know not what error miſguideth women, in ſcorning and deſpiſing 
their husbands : but if they entred into a better conſideration , vnder- 

ſtanding truly whar they are, and what nobility of nature God hath cn- 
ducd man withall , farre aboue all other creatures; it would bee their 
higheſt title of glory, when they are are ſo preciouſly eſteemed of the, 
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(0 dearely afteted by them , and togladly embraced in all their beſt abi- 
Ht1ES- 

This isſo great a (inne,asthe diuine Iuſtice(which in an equal ballance 
bringetn all operations to their ful efte&) did purpoſe not to leaue vnpu- 
niſhcd but, as you enforced againſt all reaſon, to rake away Thebaldo 
from yourſelte : cuen ſo your Father X{dobrandino, without any occaſion 
given by Thebaldd, is in perill of his life, and you a partaker of his tribula- 
tion. Our of which if youdelireto be deliuered, it is very conuenientthar 
you promiſe one thing which I ſhail tel] you, and may much better be by 
you performed. Namely, that if Thebaldodoec atany time returne from 
his long baniſhmentr, you (hall reſtore him to your loue, grace,and good 
acceptationz accounting him in the ſelte ſame degree of fauour and pri: 
uate entertainement, as he was at the firſt, before you wicked gholily fa- 
ther ſo helliſhly incenſed you againſt him. 

When the Pilgrime had finiſhed his ſpeeches,the Gentlewoman,who 
had liſtened to them very attentiuely (becauſe all the alleaged reaſons ap- 
peared ro be plainely true) became verily perſwaded, that all theſe afflic. 
tions had falne on her and her Father , for the ingratefull offence by her 
committed, and therefore thus replied. Worthy man,and the friend to 
goodneſle, I know vndoubredly, that the words which you haue fpoken 
are true, and alſo I vnderſtand by your demonſtration, what manner of 
people ſome of thoſe religious perſons are, whom heretofore I have re- 
putcd to be Saints, but find them now teÞe'tar otherwiſe. And to ſpeake 
eruly, I perceiue the fault ro be grearand grieuous, whercin 1 hane offen- 
ded againſt Thebaldo, and would (it I could) willingly make amends, cuen 
in ſuch manner as you haue adviſed. But how is it poſſible ro be done ? 
Thebaldo being dead, can be no more recalled to this life; and therefore, 1 
know not what promiſe I ſhould make,in a matter which is notto be per- 
formed. Whereto, the Pilgrime withour any longer pauſing , thus 
anſwered. 

Madam, by ſuch reuelations as haue beene ſhewne to me, I know for 
a certainety, that Thebaldo is not dead, burliuing, in health,and in good 
eſtate; if he had the fruition of your grace and fauour. Take heede what 
youſay Sir (quoth the Gentlewoman) for I ſaw him lic ſlaine before my 
doore , his body having receiued many wounds, which I folded in mine 
armes,and waſhed his face with my briniſh teares; whereby (perhaps)the 
ſcandall aroſe, that flew abroade to my diſgrace. Belecue me Madam, 
(replied the Pilgrime) ſay what you will, 1 dare affureyou that Thebaldo 
iS lining, and if you dare make promiſe, concerning what hath beene for- 
merly requeſted, andkeepe it inuiolably; I make no doubt, but you your 
ſelte (hall ſhortly ſee him. Ipromiſeir (quoth ſhee) and binde my ſelfe 
thereto by a ſacred oath, to keeps it faithfully : for neuer'could any 
thing happen, to yeeld me the like contentment, astoſce my Father free 
from danger, and Thebaldeliuing. 

Artthisinftant Thebaldothought it to be a very apt andconuenient time 
to diſcloſe himſclfe, and to comfort the Lady, with an aſſured ſignall of 
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hope, for the dcliucrance of her Father, wherctore he ſaide. Lady, tothe 
ende that I may comfort you infallibly , in this dangerous perill of your 
Fathers life ; I am to make knowne an eſpeciall ſecret to you, which you 
are to keepe carefully (as you tender your owne lite) from ever being re. 
uealed to the world. T hey werethenin a place of ſufhcient priuacy, and 
alone by themnlelues , becauſc ſhee repoled great confidence in the Pil. 
imes {antity of life, as thinking him none other, then as he ſeemed to 
an Thebaldotooke out of his Purſe a Ring, which ſhee gauc him, the laſt 
night of their converſing together, and he had kept with no meane care, 
and ſhewingit to her, he ſaide. Doe you know this Ring Madam? $o 
ſoone as ſhee ſaw it, immediately (hee knew it, and anſwered. Yes Sir, 
I know the Ring, and confeſle that herctofore I gaue it vnto The- 
baldo. | 
Hereupon the Pilgrime ſtood vp, and ſuddenly putting off his poore 
linnen Frocke, as alſo the Hood from his head ;, viing then his Florentine 
tongue, heſaide. Then tell me Madam, doc you not know me ? When 
(hee had aduiſedly beheld him, and knew him indecde to be Thebaldo; ſhe 
was ({tricken into a wonderfull aſtoniſhment, being as fearefull of him, as 
(hee was of the dead body, which ſhee faw lying in the ſtrecte. AndIdare 
aſlureyou, that ſhce durſt not goe neere him, torcſpeRt him, as Thebalds 
ſo lately come from Cyprws: but (in terror) fied away from him; asif The- 
baldo had beene newly riſen our of his graue, and camcthither purpoſely 
ro affright her ; wherefore he Aide. Benor afraide Madam , I amyour 
Thebalds, in health, aliue, and never as yet died, neither haue I received 
any wounds to kill mee , as you and my bretheren haue formerly ima- 
incd. F 
s Some better aflurance getting poſſeſſion of her ſoule , as knowing 
him perfeRly by his voyce,and looking more ſtedfaſtly on his face, which 
conſtantly auouched bim to be Thebaldo; the teares trickling amaine 
downe her faire checkes, ſhee ran to embrace him, caſting her armes a- 
bout his necke,and kiſſing him a thouſand times,ſaying; Theboldo,my true 
and faithful! Husband, nothing in the Yorid can be ſo welcometo me. 
Thebalds hauing molt kindly kiſſed and embraced her, ſaid; Sweete wife, 
time will not now allow vs thoſe ceremonious curteſies, which(indeede) 
ſo long aleparation doc juſtly challenge;but I muſt about a moxe weigh- 
tie buſineſſe, *to have your Father ſafe and ſoundly deliuered , which 1 
hope to doe before ro morrow at night, when you ſhall heare rydings to 
your better contentment, And queſtionleſle, if I ſpeede no worle then 
my good hope perſwadeth me,I wil ſee you againe to night,and acquaint 
you at bettex leyſure , in ſuch chings as I cannot doe now atthispre- 
ent. | 
So putting on his Pilgrimes habire againc, kiſſing her once more, and 
comforting her with future good ſucceile, he departed from her, going 
to the priſon where Aldobraydinolay , whom he found more penſiue, as 
being in hourely expectation of death, then any hope he hadto be freed 
from it, Being brought neerer to himby rhe priſoners fauour, as ſeeming 
ro 
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t2 bc a man, COme onely to comfort him; ſireing downe by hin, thus he 

egane Aldobraniinn, 1 am afriend of thine, whom Heauen hath ſcor to 

Joc thee good, in meere pitty and compaſſion ofthine innocency. And 

therefore, if thou wilt grant me one ſmall requeſt ; which I am carneſUy 

to craue at thy hands z- thou ſhaltheare (without any failing) before to 

mMorrowat _ the ſentence of thy free abſolution, whereas now thou 

expeceſt nothing but death ; whereunto Aldobrandivorhus anſwered, 

Friendly man, ſeeing thou art ſo careful of my ſafety ( although Iknow 

thee not, neither doe remember that ever Iſawthee ill now) thou muſt 

needs(asit appearcth no leſlc)be ſome eſpeciall kind friend of mime. And 

co tell thee the trueth ; I never commitred the linfull deede, for which 1 

am condemned to death. Moſt rue it is, Thane other heynous and grie- 

vous ſinnes, which ( vadoubredly)) hauethrowne this heauy judgement 

vpon m2, and therefore I am the more willing to vndergoe. Neuerthe- 

leſſe, let me thus farre aſſure thee, thatI would gladly, not onely promiſe 

ſomething, which might to the glory of God, if he were pleaſed in this 

caſe to take mercy on me ; but alſo-would as willingly performe and ac- ( 
compliſhit. VVherefore , demand whatſocuer thou pleaſeſt of me, for 
vnfainedly (if I eſcape with life) 1 will rruly keepe promiſe with thee, 
* Sir, replied the Pilgrime, I defire nor demand any thing of you, bur 
that you wold pardon the foure brethren of Thebaldo, who haue brought 
youto this hard extremity, asthinking youto be guilty of their brothers 
death,and that you would alſo accept them as your brethren and friends, 
vpon their crauing pardon for what they haue done. Sir, anſwered Al- 
dobrandino, no man knoweth howſ{weere reuenge is,nor with what heace 
itis to be deſired, but onely the man who hath been wronged. Norwith- 
ltanding, not to hinder my hope, which onely aymeth at Heaven; I free- 
lie forgiue them, and henceforth pardon them for ever;intending more- 
ouer, that if mercy giue me life, and cleere me from this bloody impura- 
tion, toloue and reſpe& them ſo long as I ſhall live. This anſwer was 
moſt pleaſing to the Pilgrime, and without any further multiplication of 
ſpeeches, he entreated him to be of good comfort, for he feared not but 
before the time prefixed, he ſhould heare certaine tydings of his deliue- 
rance. 

Act his departing from him, he went direQly tothe Siznpria, and pre- 
uaile ſo farre, that he ſpake privately with a Knight , who was then one 
oi the States chicfcſt Lords, ro whom he ſaide. Sir, a man ought to be- 
ſtow his beſt paines and diligence , that the truth of things ſhould be ap- 
parantly knowne; eſpecially,ſuch men as hold the place and office as you 
doe: tothe ende, that thoſe perſons which haue committed no foule of- 
tence, ſhould not be puniſhed , but onely the guilty and haynous tranſ- 
greflors, And becauſe it will be no meane honor to you,to lay the blame 

_ Where it worthily deſeructh; I am come hither purpoſely, to informe you 
in acaſe of moſt weighty importance. It is not vnknowne to you, with 
what rigour the State hath proceeded againſt Aldobrandino Palermins, 
and you thinke verily he is the man that hath ſlaine Thebaldo Elei, where- 
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vpon your law hath condemned him to dyc. Idareaffureyou Sir, that a 
very vniuſt courſe harh beene taken in this caſe , becauſe Aldobranding is 
fallly accuſed, as you your ſelfe will confeſle betore midnight,when they 
are deliucred into your power, that were the murderers ot the man. 
The honeſt Knight, who was very forrowtull tor 4ldobrandino, gladly 
gaue attention to the Pilgrime,, and having conferred on many mar- 
rers, appcrtaining to the fat committed : the two brethren, who were 
Thebaldoes Hoſteſle, and their Chamber-mayd,vpon good aduile giuen, 
were apprehendedin their firſt ſleepe , without any reſiſtance made in 
- their defence. But when the tortures were ſent for , ro vnderſtand 
how the caſe went they would not endure any paine at all,bur each aſide 
by himſclfe, andthen altogether , confeſſed openly, that they didthe 
decde, yet not knowing himto bee Thebaldo Eliſei, And when it was de- 
manded of them, vpon what occaſion they did ſo foule an at. They an- 
ſwered,thar they were ſo hatefull againſt the mans hfe,becauſe he would 


luxuriouſly hauc abuſed one of their wines , when they both were abſene * 
from their owne home. 


When the Pilgrime had heard this their yolontary confeflion, hee 
eooke his leaue of the Knight, returning ſecretly to the houſe of Madame 
Hermelina, and there, becauſc all her people were in their beds, ſhe care- 
full awaited his rerurne, to heare ſome gladrydings of her father, and to 
make a further reconciliation berweene her and Thebaldo, when, fi:ting 
downe by her, hee ſaid. DeareLouc, be of good cheare,, for (vpon m 
word) ro morrow you ſhall haue your father home ſafe,well, and deliue- 
red from all further danger: and to confirme her the more Oy 
in his werds , hee declared atlarge the whole cariage of the buſineſle. 
Hermelina being wondrouſly ioyfull, for two ſuch ſuddaine and ſuccesfull 
accidents to enioy her husband aliuc ard in health, and alſo to haue her 
farther freed from ſo great a danger ; kiſſed and embraced him moſt affec- 
tionately, welcomming him louingly into her bed, whereto ſo longtime 
he had beene a ſtranger. 

No ſooner did bright day appeare , but Thebaldo aroſe, having ac- 
quainted her with ſuch matters as were to be done, and once more car- 
neſtly deſiring her , to conceale (as yet) theſe occurrences to her ſeltc. 
So, in his Pilgrimes habite, he departed from her houſe, to awaite con- 
uenient opportunity , for attending on the buſineſſe belonging to Mds- 
brandino, Atthe viuall houre appointed, the Lords were all ſetinthe 
S12moria, and had received full information, concerning the offence im- 
puted to L/aobranaino : ſetting him at liberty by publique conſent, and 
ſentencing the other malefaC@ors with death, who (within a fewe dayes 
afrer) were beheaded in the place where the raucther was commitrred. 
Thus 4/40branairno being releaſed , to his exceeding comfort , and no 
{mall ioy of his daughters, kindred and friends, all knowing perfeAly, 
that this had happened by the Pilgrimes meanes: they conducted him 
home to Aldobrandinoes houſe , where they deſired him to continue fo 
long as himſelfe pleaſed , viing him with mo honourable and gracious 
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whom ſhee beſtowed her liberall tauours , yer concealing all cloicly to 
her ſelfe. 

After two or three dayes were ouer-paſt, in theſe complemencall cn- 
rercourſings of kindneſlc , Thebaldo began to conſider , tlat it was hi 
time for reconciliation , to be ſolemnely paſt betweene his brethren and 
Aldobrandino. For, they were not alittle amazed at his ſtrange deliue- 
rance, and went likewiſe continually armed, as ſtanding in fearc of 41do- 
brandimo and his friends z which made him the more carneſt, for accom- 
pliſhment of the promiſe formerly made vnto him. 41dobranding lo- 
vingly replied , that he was ready to make good his word. Whereupon, 
the Pilgrime provided a goodly Banquet, whercar he purpoſcd to haue 
preſent, Aldobranatno, his daughter, kindred, and their wives. Bur firſt, 
himſelfe would goe in perſon, to inuite them in peace to his Banquet, to 
performe this delired pacification, and conferred with his brethren, vſing 
many pregnant an.| forcible arguments to them, ſuch as are requiſite in 
the like diſcordant caſes. Inthe end, his reaſons were fo wiſe , and pre- 
uailing with them, that they willingly condiſcended , and thought it no 
diſparagement to them, for the recoueric of Aldobranainees kindneſle 
againe, to craue pardon tor their great error committed, 

On the morrow following, about the houre of dinner time, the foure 
brethren of Thebalds, attired in their mourning garments, with their 
wiucsand friends , came firſt to the houſe of CL/dobrandine, who pur- 
poſely attended for them , and having layd downe their weapons on the 
ground; inthe preſence of all ſuch, as 4/4obranarno had inuned as his 
witneſſes, they offered rhemſclues to his mercy , and humbly required 
pardon of him, for the matter wherein they had oftended him. Aldo- 
brandino, ſhedding teares , moſt louingly embraced them, and (ro bee 
briete) pardon whatſocuer iniuries he had receiued. After this.the ſiſters 
and wiues, all clad in mourning, courteouſly ſubmitted themſclucs, and 
were graciouſly welcommed by Madame Hermelina, as allo diuers other 
Gentlewomen there preſcnt with her. Being all ſcatcd at the T ables, 
which were furniſhed with ſuch rarities as could be wiſhed for; all things 
elſe deſcrucd their due commendation,bur onely ſad ilence, occaſioned 
by the iceth remembrance of forrow, appearing in the habites of Thebal- 
deesfricnds and kindred, which the Pilgrime himſfelte plainely perceiued, 
tobe the onely diſgrace to him and his feaſt, Wherefore, as before hee 
had refolued , when time ſerued to purge away this melancholly ; hee 
_ "ag the Table, when fome (as yet) had ſcarce begun to eate, and 
thus ipake, 

Gracious company, there is no defe&t in this Banquet, and more de- 
barres it ofthe honour it might elſe haue, bur onely the preſence of The- 
belds, who hauing becne continually in your company, it ſeemes you are 
not willing to take knowledge of him, and therefore I meane my ſelte to 
ſhew him. So, vncaſing himſelfe our of his Pilgrimes clothes, and ſtand- 
Ingin his Hoſe and Doubler: to their no little admiration, they all knew 

him, 


IO2 


[cect bur eſpecially Hermelina, who knew (better then the rfl) on 
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him, yet doubted (2 good while) whether it were he orno. Which hee 
perceiving, hce repeated his bretherens and abſent kindreds names, ang 
what occurrences had happencd betweene them from time to time, be. 
ſide the relation of his owne paſſed fortunes,inciting teares in the eyes of 
his brechren,and all elſe there preſent, every one hugging and embracing 
him,yca,many beſide, who were no kin at all to him, Hemelina onely ex. 
cepted,which when Aldobrandino ſaw, he ſaid vnto her. How now Her. 
melina? Why doeſt thou not welcome home Thebaldo, ſo kindely as all 
here elſc haue done ? 

She making a modeſt courteſic to her Father, and anſwering ſo loude 
as euery one might hcarcher,ſaid. There is not any in this aſſembly char 
more willingly would giue him all exprefhon of a joytull welcom home, 
and thankfull gratitude for ſuch eſpeciall fauours receiued, then inm 
heart I could afford to do: bur only in regard of thoſe infamous ſpeeches, 
noyſcd our againſt me, on the day when wee wept for him, who was ſup- 

olcd to be 7 hebaldo, which (lander was to my great diſcredit. Goe on 
boldly , replied Aldobrandino, doeſt thou thinke that I regard any ſuch 
praters? Inthe procuring of my deliverance, hee hath approved themto 
be manifeſt liers,albeit I my ſelfe did neuer credit them. Goe then I com- 
mand thee,and let me ſeethee both kiſlEand embrace him. She who de. 
deſired nothing more, ſhewed her ſelfe not flothfull in obeying her Fa- 
ther, to do buther duty to her husband. Wherefore, being riſen ; as all 
the reſt had done, but yet in farre more effeAual manner,ſhe declared her 
vnfcigned loue to Thebaldo, Theſe bountifull fauours of Aldebrandins, 
were 1oytully accepted by Thebaldoes brethren,as alſo euery oneelle there 
preſent in company ; fo thatall former rancour and hatred , which had 
cauſed heavy variances betweene them, was now conuerted to murtuall 
kindneſlc,and folemne friendſhip on cuery fide. 

VW hen the teaſing dayes were finiſhed, the garments of ſad mourning 
were quite Jayde a{1de, and thoſe, becomming lo generall a ioy, put on,to 
make their hearts and habites ſureable. Now,concerning the man ſlaine, 
and ſuppoſed to be Thebaldo, hee was one, that in all parts of body, and 
truencſle of complexion ſo neercely reſembled him , as Thebaldoes owne 
brethren could not diſtinguiſh the one from the other : bur hee was of 
Lunigiana, named Fatinolo, and not Thebalde, whom the two brerhren 
Inne-keepers maliced, about ſome idle ſuſpition conceiued, and having 
flainc him, layde his body at the doore of Aldebrandino,where,by therea- 
ſon of Thebalaves abſence , it was generally reputed to be he, and Alde- 
brazdino Charged to doe the deede , by vehement perſwaſion of the bre- 
thren, knowing what louc had paſſed betwcene him and his daughter 
Hermeina. But happy was the Pilgrimes returne, firſt ro heare thoſe 
worc's inthe lnne, the meanes to bring the murther to light ; and then 


the diſcrete cariage of the Pilgrime , vntill bee plainely approued him- 
(clic,ro be truly Thebaldo, 


Ferando, 
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Ferando, by armiing a certaine kinde of Power , w.ss buried for dead. And 
by the Abbot, who was enamoured of his wife , was taken ont of bis Graue, 
and put into 4 darkepriſon , where they made him beleeue, that hee was in 
Pur24torie. Afterward, when time came that hce ſhould bee raiſed to 
hfe againe , hee was made to keepe a childe, which the Abbot had got by 
has [Vife. 

The eighr Nouell. 


wherein ts diſplayed, the apparant folly of tealouſte : And the ſabtilty of ſome 
rel1240:1s carnall minded men,to beguile ſilly and ſimple maried men. 


»"/ m— - nh AN BEIT V Hen the long diſcourſe 
Tres. AMEN C277 ; OTF 
C 7 <E . > 4 of Madame /Emulia was 
ago. : 


UP nm LF ISP p) ended, not diſpleaſing to any, in 

AER Ka ' 

El LEAF WS regard of the iength , but rather 
J) held too ſhort, becauſe no ex- 
ceptions could be taken againſt 
it , comparing the raritic of the 
accidents , and changes toge- 
ther : the Queene turned to Ma- 
dame Lauretto, giuing her ſuch a 
manifeſt ſhgne, as ſhe knew, thar 
it was her turne to follow next, 
and therefore thee took: occaſt- 
= onto begin thus, Faire Ladies, 
(= Se = [ intend to tell you a 1 ale of 
S/n = trueth , which (perhaps) in your 

opinions , will ſceme to ſound 
ikea lye: and yetT heard bythe 
very laſt relation, that a dead 
man was wept and mournd for , in ſted of another being then aliue. In 
which relpe&, I am now to let you know, how aliuing man was buried 
for dead, 3nd being raiſed againe, yet not as lining, himſelfe, and diuers 
more beſide,did beleene that he came forth of his graue,and adored him 
as a Saint, who was the occation thereof , and who (as a bad man) deſer- 
ued iuſtly ro be condemned. 

. In Tuſcaniethere was ſometime an Abovy, ſeated, as now we ſee com- 
monly they are, in a place not much frequented with people, and thereof 
aMonke was Abbot , very holy andcurious inallthings elſe, ſauc onel 
a wanton appetite to women: which yet hee kept ſo cleanly to himſelfe, 
that though ſome did ſuſpeX it, yet it was knowne to very few. It came 
to paſſe, that a rich Country Franklin, named Ferando, dwelt as a ncere 
neighbour to the ſaid Abby , hec being a man marteriall, of ſimple and 
groſle vnderftanging , yet he fell inro great familiarity with the Abbor ; 
who made vſe of this friendly conuerſation to no other end,but for diners 
times of recreation, when he delighted to ſmile at his filly and ſortiſh be- 
hauiour, T Vpon 
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Vpon this his private frequentarion with the Abbor , at laſt he obſer. 
ued, that Ferando had a very beautifull womanto his wite,with whom he 
grew ſo deepely in loue, as hee had no other meditations either by day or 
night,but how to become acceptable in her fauour.Neuecrtheleſle,hecon- 
ceales his amorous paſſions privately to himſelfe,and could plairiely per. 
cciue,that although Ferando (in all things cl{c) was meerely a {imple fel. . 
low, and more like an Idiot, then of any ſenſible apprehenſion : yet was 
he wiſe enough in louing his wife , keeping her carefully out of all com. 
pany , as one (indeede) very icalous, leaſt any ſhould kifle her, but onely 
himſelfe, which drouc the Abbot into deſpaire, for euer attaining he if. 
ſuc of his deſire, Yet being ſubrill, crafty, and cautelous,he wrought ſo 
on the flexible nature of Ferando, that hee brought his wite with him di. 
uers dayes to the Monaſteric ; where they walked in the goodly Garden, 
diſcourfing on the beatitudes of eternall life, as alſo the moſt holy deedes 
of men and women, long fince departed out of this life, in meruailous ci. 
ill and modeſt manner. Yet all theſe were bur traines to a further in- 
tention, for the Abbot muſt needes bee her ghoſtly Father , and ſhee 
come to be confeſſed by him; which the foole Ferando tooke as an efpe- 
ciall fauour, and therefore he gaue his conſent the ſooner. 

Acthe appointedtime , when the woman came to confeſſion to the 
| Abbot, and was on her knees before him, to his no ſmall contentment, 
before ſhe would ſay any thing elſe,thus ſhe began: Sacred Father,if God 
had not giuen me ſuch an husbandas I haue, or clſe had beſtowed on me 
none atall ; I might haue beene ſo happy,by the meanes of your holy do- 
Ctrine,very eaſily ro haue entred into the way,wherof you ſpake the other 
day , which leadeth to eternall life. But when I conſider with my ſelfe, 
what manner of man Ferazde is,and thinke vpon his tolly withall ; I may 
well terme my ſelte to be a widdow, although I am a mat ied wife,becauſe 
while he liueth, I cannot haue any other husband. And yer (as ſorriſh 
as you (ee him) he is (without any occafion giuen him)ſo extreamely jea- 
lous of me ; as I am not able to live with him,but onely in continuall rri- 
bulation & hearts gricte. In which reſpe, before Ienter into confeſſion, 
[ moſt humbly beſeech you , that you would vouchſafe (in this diſtreſle) 
co alhiſt me with your fatherly aduiſe and counſell, becauſe, if thereby l 
cannot attaine to a more plealing kinde of happineſle;neither confeſſion, 
or any thing clſe,is able ro doc me any good at all. 

Theſe words were not alittle welcome to my Lord Abbot, becauſe 
(thereby) he halfe aſſured himſelfe, that Fortune had laid open the path 
to his hoped pleaſures, whereupon he ſaid. Deare daughter, I make no 
queſtion to the contrary, but it muſt needes be an exceeding infelicity,to 
{ſo faire and goodly a young woman as youare,to be plagued with ſo ſot- 
tiſh an husband, brain-ſick, and without the vſe of common vnderſtand- 
ing;but yet ſubie@ to a more helliſh affliction then all theſe, namely ica- 
loulic,and therfore you being in this wofull manner tormented, your tri- 
bulations are not only fo much themore credited, but alſo as amply gric- 
ucd for,& pittied. In which beauy and irkſom perturbations,l ſee not any 
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liar to me, becaulc I know beſt how tro compound it , alwayes prouided, 
that you can be of fo ſtrong acapacity , asrobeſecretin whar I ſhall ſay 
vnto you. 

Good Father ( anſwered the Woman) neuer make you any doubt 
thereof, for I would rather endure death it ſelfe , then diſcloſe any thing 
which you enioyne meto keepe ſecret : wherefore, I beſcech you Sirto 
tell me, how, and by what meanes it may be done. If (quoth the Abbot) 
you delire ro haue him perfeQly cured, of a diſeaſe ſo dangerous and of. 
fenſiuc, of neceſſity he muſt be ſent into Purgatory. How may that be 
done, (aide the woman, he —_ alive? He muſt needs die, anſwered the 
Abbor, for his more ſpeedy paſlage thither ; and wacn he hath endured 
ſo much puniſhment, as may expiate the quality of his icalouſie, we haue 
certaine deuoute and zealous prayers,whereby to bring him backe againe 
rolife , in as able manner as cuerhe was. VVhy then,replycd the woman, 
[ mult remaine inthe ſtateof a VWiddow ? Very true , iaide the Abbor, 
for a certdine time, in all which ſpace, you may not (by any meancs)mar- 
ric againe, becauſe the heagens will therewith be highly offended : bur 
Ferando being returned to life againe , you mult repoſſeſſe him as your 
Husband, but neuer to be icalous any more. Alas Sir(quoth the woman) 
ſo that he may be cured of his wicked icalouſie , and I no longer liue in 
ſuch an helliſh impriſonment, doe as you pleaſc. 

Now wasthe Abbot (well neere) on the higheſt ſtep of his hope, ma- 
king her conſtant promiſe,to accompliſh ir: But (quoth he)whar ſhall be 
my recompence when[T haue done it? Father , ſaide ſhee , whatſocuer 
you pleaſe to aske, if it remaine within the compaſle of my power : bur 
you being ſuch a vertuous and ſanRified man,anqd I a woman of ſo mceane 
worth or merit ; what ſufficientrecompence can I be able to make you ? 
Whereunto the Abbot thus replyed. Faire woman, you are able to doe 
as much for me, as I amfor you,becauſe as I doc diſpoſe my lelte, to per- 
forme a matter for your comfort and conſolation , euen ſo ought you to 
be as mindtull of me, in any a&ion concerning my life and welfare. In 
any ſuch matter Sir ( quorth ſhce ) depending on your bench lo ſtritly, 
" may ſafely preſume ro command me. You muſtthen (ſaide the Ab- 

ot) grant me your loue , and the kinde embracing of your perſon ; be- 
cauſe ſo violent arc mine affeions,as I pine and conſume away daily till 
I enioy the fruition of my deſires, and none can help me therein but-yau, 

When the woman heard theſe words , as one confounded with much 
amazement, this ſhee replied. Alas, holy Father! what a ſtrange motion 
have you made to me? I belecued very faithfully; that you were no leſle 
thena Saint, and is it conuenient , that when ily women come to aske 


counſell of ſuch ſanQified men , they ſhould returne them ſuch vnfuring 
anſweres ? Be not amazed good woman, ſaide the Abbor, at the motion 
which I haue made vnto you, becauſe holinefle is not thereby impaireda 
iot in me; for it is the inhabitant of the ſoule,the other is an imperteRion 
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attending on the body : but be it wharfoeuer,your beauty hath ſo power- 
fully preuailed on me, that entire loue hath compelled me to let you 
know it. And more may you boaſt of your beauty , then any that cuer [ 
beheld before, conſidering, itis ſoplcaſing to a ſanRified man, thar it 
can draw him from diuine contemplations, to regard a matter of fs 
humble an <qualitic. 

Let me tell you moreouer , woorthy VVoman, that you ſee me reue. 
renced here as Lord Abbot , yet am I but as other men are, and inre. 
eardT am neither age , nor miſhapen, me thinkes the motion I haue 
made, ſhould be the leſſe offenſiue to you , and therefore the ſooner 
granted. For, all the while as Ferando remaineth in Purgatory , doe 
you but imagine him to be preſent with you, and your perſwaſion will 
the more abſolutely be confirmed. Nomancan , or ſhall be priuy to 
our cloſe meetings , for I carrie the ſame holy opinion among all men, 
as you your ſelfe concejued of me , and none dare beſo ſaucic, as to 
call in queſtion whatſocuer I doe or ſay , becauſe my wordes are Ora- 
cles , and mine ations more then halfc miracles; doc you not then re. 
fuſe ſo gracious an offer. Enow there are , who would gladly enjoy 
that , which is francke and freely preſented to you , and which (if you be 
a wiſc \Voman) is meerely impoſſible for you to retuſe. Richly am 
I poſleſicd of Gold and Iewels, which ſhall be all yours, if you pleaſc in 
fauour to be mine ; whercin I will not be gaine-ſaide , except your ſelfe 
doc denie me. 7 

The Woman hauing her eyes fixed onthe ground, knew not wel how 
ſhee ſhould denic him; and yetin plaine words, to ſay ſhce conſented, 
ſhee« heldit to be ouer-baſe and immodeſt , and ill agreeing with her for- 
me” reputation : when the Abbot had well noted this atrention in her, 
and how ſilent ſhee ſtood without returning any anſwer ; he accounted 
the conqueſt to be more then halte his owne: ſo that continuing on his 
formal perſwaſions , hee neuer ceaſed, but allured her ſtill ro belecue 
whatfocuer he ſaide. And thee much aſhamed of his importunity , but 
more of her owne flexible yeelding weakeneſſe, made anſwer, that ſhee 
would willingly accompliſh his requeſt; which yet ſhee did not abſolute- 
lie grant , vntill Ferando were firſt ſent into Purgatory, And rill then 
(quoth the Abbor) I will not vrge any more, becauſe I purpoſe his ſpeedy 
ſending thither: but yet, fo farre lend me your aſſiſtance, that citherto 
morrow, or elſe the next day, he may hither once more to conuerſe with 
me. So putting afairc gold Ring on her finger, they parted ill their next 
meeting. 

Not alittle joyfull was the Woman of ſo richa gift , hoping to en- 
10y a great many more ofthem, and returning home to her neighbours, 
acquainted them with wonderfull matters, all concerning the ſandti- 
monious life of the Abbot, a meere miracle of men, and worthy to 

be truely termed a Saint. VVithin two dayes after , Ferando went 
to the Abbyc againe, and ſo ſoone as the Abbot eſpyed him , hee pre- 
ſently ans tor his ſending of him into Purgatoric. He neuer was 
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without a certaine kinde of drugge, which being beaten into powder, 
would worke fo ues. fs Ye the braine , and all the other vitall (en- 
ces , 25 toentrancethem with a deadly flcepe , and deprive them of all 
motion, either inthe pulſes, or anyotherpart elſe , even as ifthe body 
were dead indeede;'in which operation it would fo hold and continue, 
according to the quantity giuen and drunke;as it pleaſed the Abbor to or- 
derthe matter. This powder ar drugge, was ſent him by a great Prince 
of the Eaſt, and therewith he wrought wonders vpon his Novices, fen- 
ding them into Purgatory when he pleaſed , and by ſuch puniſhments as 
he inflited on them there,made rhem(like credulous aſſes)belecue what- 
Geuer himſelfe liſted. | 

So much of this powder had the Abbot prouided, as ſhould ſuffice for 
three dayes entrauncing,and having compoundedit with a very pleaſanc 
Wine , calling Feranao into his Chamber , there gaucir him codrinke, 
and afterward walked with him about the Cloyſter, in very friendly con- 
ference together, the filly ſort neuer dreaming on the treachery intended 
againſt him. Many Monkes belide were recreating themſclues in the 
Cloyſter, moſt of them delighting to behold the follies of Ferando, on 
whom the potion beganne ſo to worke, that he ſlept in walking, nodding 
and reeling as heewent , till at the laſt hee fell downe, as ifhe had beene 
dead. 

The Abbot pretending great admiration at this accident, called his 
Monkes about him, all labouring by rubbing his temples, throwing cold 
water and vinegar in his face, to reviue him againe; alleaging that ſome 
fume or vapour in the ſtomacke , had thus ouer-awed his vnderſtandin 
faculcies, and quite depriucd him of life indeede. Ar length, when by 
taſting the pulſe , and all their beſt employed paines , they law thartheir 
labour was ſpent in vaine; the Abbor vſcd ſuch perſwaſions ro the 
Monkes, that they all belecued himto be dead : whereupon they ſent 
for his Wife and friends , who crediting as rauch as the reſt did , were 
very ſad and forrowfull for him. 

The Abbor (cloathed as he was) laide him in a hollow vaule vnder a 
Tombe, ſuch as there are vſed in ſtead of Graues ; his Wife rcturning 
home againe to her Houſe , with a young Sonne which ſhce had by 
her Husband , proteſting to keepe ſtill within her Houſe, ard neuer 
mote to be ſeene in any company , but onely to attend her youn 
Sonne, and be very carcfull of ſuch wealth as her Husband had Ick 
vnto her. | | 

From the City of Bologna, that very inſtant day , a well ſtaide and 
goucrned Monke there arriued,, who was ancere kinſman to the Ab- 
bor, and one whom he might ſecurely truſt, In the dead time of the 
night, the Abbot and this Monke aroſe, and raking Ferando our of the 
vaulc, carried him into a darge dungeon orpriſon , which he termcd by 
the name of Purgatory , and where hee vſed to diſcipline his Monkes, 
when they had commirted any notorſbus offence, deſeruing to be 
puniſhed in Purgatory. There they tooke off his vſuall wearing 
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arments, andcloathed him inthe habite ofa Monke , euen as ifhe had 
| cpa one of the houſe ; and laying him ona bundle of ſiraw, fo left him 
yntill his ſences ſhould be reſtored againe. On the day following , late 
ja the cucning, the Abbot,accompanicd with his truſty Monke, (by way 
of viſitation) went to ſee and comfort the ſuppoſed wi ow;finding her at- 
ticed in blacke, very (ad and penſiue , which by his wonted per{waſions, 
indifferently he appeaſed; challenging the benefit other promiſe. Shee 
being thus alone , not hindered by her Husbands icalouſie , and elpyi 
another goodly gold Ring on his finger, how frailety and folly ouer-rul 
her, I know not, ſhee was a weake woman, he a diuellifh deluding man; 
and the ſirongeſt holdes by ouer-long battery and belicging, muſt needes 
yeeld at the laſt, as I feare ſhee did: for very often afterward, the Abbor 
vſed in this manner to viſit her , andthe {imple ignorant Countrey peo- 
ple, carrying no ſuch ill opinion of the holy Abbor, and baving ſcene Fe- 
rando lying for deadin the vgult , and alſo in the habite of a Monkey were 
verily perlwaded, that when they ſaw the Abbot paile by ro and fro, bue 
moſt commonly in the night ſcaſon, it was the ghoſt of Ferando, who 
walked in this manner after his death, as a iuſt pennance for his ica- 
louſic. 

When Ferandoes fences were recoucred againc , and he found him- 
ſclfe to be in ſuch a darkeſome place; not knowing where he was, he be- 
ganne to crie and make anoyſe. VVhen preſently the Monke of Bologus 
(according as the Abbot had tutured him) ſtept into the dungeon, car- 
rying alittle waxe candle inthe one hand, and a ſmarting whip inthe o- 
ther, going to Ferando, he ſtript off his cloathes, and began to laſh him 
very ſoundly. Feraxdo roaring and crying , could ſay nothing elſe, bur, 
where am I? The Monke (with a dreadfull voyce) replyed : Thou artin 
Purgatory. How? faide Ferandozwhat? Am I dead?Thou art dead(quoth 
the Monke) and beganto laſh him luſtily againe. Poore Ferando, crying 
out for his VV ite and little Sonne, demanded anumber of idle queſtions, 
whereto the Monke (till fitted him with as fantaſticke anſwers. Within a 
while after, he ſet both foode and wine before him, which when Ferands 
ſawe, he ſaide; How is this > Doe dead men eate and drinke? Yes,replyed 
the Monke, and this foode which here thou ſceſt, thy Wife brought hi- 
cher to their Church this morning, to haue Maſſes deuoutly ſung tor thy 
ſoule ; and as to other, ſo muſt it be ſet before thee, for ſuch is the com- 
mand of the Patrone of this place. 

Ferando having lyen entranced three dayes and three nights, felt his 
ſtomacke well prepared to eate,and feeding very heartily, ſtill ſaide; O my 
good Wite, O my louing Wife, long mayecſt thou live for this extraor- 
dinary kindnefſe. I promiſe thee (ſweere heart) while I was aliuc, I can- 
not remember,that cuer any foode and wine was halfe ſo pleaſing to me. 
O my deare Wife ; O my hony Wife. Canſt thou (quoth the Monke) 
prayle and commend her now , vfing her ſo villainouſly in thy life time? 
Then did he whip him morc fiercely then before, when Ferando bolding 
Vp his hands, as crauing for mercy , demanded wherefore he was ſo h 
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uerely puniſhed? 1 amſo commanded ( quoth the Monke) by ſupreme a 


power , and twice cuery day muſtchou be thus diſciplinde. Vpon whar 
occaſion? replyed Ferando. Becauſe (quoth the Monke) thou waſt moſt 
notoriouſly icalous of thy Wite, ſhee being the very kindeſt woman ro 
thec,as all rhe Countrey containeth nother cquall. Iris roo true, anſwe- 
red Ferando, | was ouer-much icalous of her indeede : but had [ knowne, 
that icaloufie was ſuch a hateful! finne againſt Heauen, I neuer would 
haue offended therein. 

Now (quoth the Monke) thou canſt confeſſe thine owne wilfull follie, 
but this ſhould Þaue beene thought on before , and whileſt thou waſt li- 
uing in the World. Bur if the Fates vouchſafe to fauour thee ſo much 3 
as hereafter to ſend thee to the World once more;remember thy puniſh- 
ment here in Purgatory,and finne no more in thar foule finne of icalouſic, 
I pray you Sir tell me, replyed Ferando, after men are dead, and put into 
Purgatory, is there any hope of their ever viſiting the World any more ? 
Yes, ſaidethe Monke, if the fury of the Fates be once appeaſed. O that I 
knew (quoth Ferando) by what meanes they would be appeaſed,, and let 
me viſite the World once againe : I would be the beſt Husband that ever 
lived, and neuer more be jealous, neuer wrong ſo good a Wife, nor cuer 
vſc one vnkind word againſt her. In the meane while, and nll their an- 
ger may be qualified; when next my Wife doth ſend me taode,l pray you 
worke ſo much , thatſome Candles may be ſent me alſo, becauſe 1 liue 
here in vacomfortable darknefle; and what ſhould I doe with foode, if I 
haucno light. Shee ſends Lights enow , anſwered the Monke , but they 
arc burnt out on the Altar in Maſle-rime,and thou canſt aaue none other 
here,but ſuch as I muſt bring my ſclfe; nenher are they allowed, but one- 
ly for the time of thy feeding and correQing. 

Ferando'breathing foorth a vehement ſigh , deſired ro know what he 
was, being thus appointed to puniſh him in Purgatory ? I am (quoth the 
Monke) a dead man,as thou art, borne in Sardignia, where Tſerued a very 
icalous Maſter; and becauſe I ſoothed him in his icalouſie,] had this pen- 
nance impoſed on me, to ſerue thee here in Purgatory with meate and 
drinke,and (twice eucry day) to diſcipline thy body, vntill the Fatcs haue 
otherwiſe determined both for thee and me. V hy? ſaide Ferando, arc a- 
ny other perſons here , beſide you and I ? Many thouſands, replyed the 
Monke,whom thou canſt neither heare -or ſee, no more then they are a- 
ble to doe the like by vs. Buthow farre, ſaide Ferando, is Purgatory di- 
ſtant from our natiue Countries ? About ſome fifty thouſand leagues, 
anſweredthe Monke; but yet paſſable in a moment, whenſocuer the of- 
fended Fates are pleaſed: and many Maſſes are daily ſaide for thy ſovle, 
at the earneſt entreaty of thy Wife, in hopeof thy conuerſion; and be- 
comming a new man, hating tobe icalous apy more hereafter. 

In theſe and ſuch like ſpeeches , as thus they beguiled the time, ſo did 
they obſcrue it for a dayly comſe , fomerime diſcipling , other whiles 
eating and drinking,for the ſpace of ten whole monerhs togerher : in the 
which time, the Abbot ſildome failed to viſite Ferandoes wite , On 
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the leaſt ſuſpition in any ofthe neighbours, by reaſon of their ſerled Opi- 
nion,concerning the nightly walking of Ferandoes ghoſt. Burgas all plea. 
ſures cannot bee exempted from ſome following paine or other, ſo i 
came to paſſe , that Ferandoes wife proucd to be conceiued with childe, 
and the time was drawing on for her deliverance. Now began the Ab. 
botto conſider, that Ferandoes folly was ſufhciently chaſtiled , andhee 
had beene long enough in Purgatory : wherefore, the better tocoume. 
nance all paſſed inconuenicnces, it was now thought high time,thar Fe- 
y4ando ſhould be ſent to the world againe, and ſet free from the paines of 
Purgatory,as hauing payed for his icalouſic dearely, to teach him better 
wiſedome hereafter. 

Late in the dead time of the night,the Abbot himſelfe entred intothe 
darke dungeon, and in an hollow counterfcited voyce, called to Ferands, 
ſaying. Comfortthy ſclfe Ferando , for the Fates are now pleaſed, that 
thou ſhalt bee releaſed out of Purgatory , and ſent to liue in the world 
againe, Thou didſt leaue ” wife newly concciued with childe,and this 
very morning ſhe is delivere of a goodly Sonne, whom thou ſhalt cauſe 
to be named Benyet : becauſe, by the inceſſant prayers of the holy Ab- 
bor, thinc owne louing wife, and for ſweet Saint Benners ſake, this grace 
and fauour is afforded thee. Ferando hearing this , was exceeding ioy. 
full, and.returned this anſwere : For cuer honoured be the Fates, the holy 
Lord Abbor, bleſſed Saint Benner, and my moſt dearely beloued wife, 
whom I will faithfully loue for euer , and neuer more offend her by any 
icaloulic in me, 

When the next foode was ſent to Ferando, ſo much of the powder 
was mingled with the wine , as would ſerue onely for foure houres en- 
trauncing, in which time,they clothed himin bis owne wearing apparel] 
againe , the Abbot himſclfe in perſon, and his honeſt truſty Monke of 
Bologna , conveying and laying bim in the ſame vault vnder the Tombe, 
where at the firſt they gaue him buriall. The next morning following, 
about the breake of day , Ferando recouered his ſences , anJ thorow di- 
uers chinkes and crannies of the Tombe, deſcried day-light , which hee 
had not ſeene in tenne moneths ſpace before. Perceiuing then plainely, 
that he was aliue, he cried out aloude, ſaying : Open, open, and let mee 
forch of Purgatory , for I have beene heere long cnough in conſcience. 
Thruſting vp his head againſt the cover of the Tombe, which was not of 
any great ſtrength, neichker well cloſed together ; hee pur ir quite off the 
Tombe,and ſo got forth vpon his feete: at which inſtant timeghe Monks 
having ended their morning Mattins, and hearing the noyſe, ranin haſt 
thither, and knowing the voyce of Ferando, ſaw that he was come forth of 
the Monument, " 

Some of them were ancient Signiors of the houſe, and yet but meere 
Nouices (as all the reſt were) in theſe cunning and politique ſftratagems 
ot the Lord Abbot, when hee intended to puniſh any one in Purgatory, 
andtheretorc, being affrighted, and amazed art this rare accident ; they 
fled away from him running to the Abbor, who making a ſhew to ther, 
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as if he were but new come forth of his Oratory, in akinde of pacifying 
ſpeeches, ſaide; Peace my deare Sonnes, bee not aftraide, bur fetch the 
Croſſe and Holy-water hither ; then follow me, and 1 will ſhew you,what 
miracle the Fates haue pleaſed to ſhew in our Conuent, theretore be ſi- 
lent, and make no more noiſe ; all which was performed according to his 
command. 

Ferando looking leane and pale (as one, that in ſo long time hadde nor 
ſeene the light of heauen, and endured ſuch ſtria diſcipline wice Cucric 

day : ſtood in a gaſtly amazement by the Tombes ſide , as not daring to 
aducnture any further, or knowing pertealy, whether he was(as yet)tru- 
ly aline, or no. But when he ſaw the Monkes and Abbor comming, with 
theirlighted Torches, and ſinging in a ſolemne manner of Proccſſion,he 
humbled himſelte at the Abbors teere,ſaying. Holy Father,by your zea- 
lous prayers (as hath bin miraculouſly revealed co me) and the prayers of 
bleſſed S.Beanet ; as alſo of my honeſt, deare, and loving Wife , I have 
bin delivered from the paines of Purgatory,and brought againe to line jn 
this world ; for which vnſpeakable grace and fauor, moſt humbly I thank l 
the well-pleaſed Fates, S.Bennet, your Father-hood, and my kinde Wife, ( 
and will remember all your loues to mefor cuer. Bleſſed be the Fates,an- 
ſwcred che Abbor, for working ſo great a wonder heere in our Monaſte- 
ry. Go then my good Son,ſceing the Fates haue bin ſo gracious to thee ; 
Go(l ſay) home to thine owne houſe,and comfort thy kind wife, who c- 
uer ſince thy departure out of this life,hath lived in continual mourning, 
loue,cheriſh,and make much of her,neuer affliting her henceforth with 
cauſleſſe tcalouſie. No I warrant you good Father, replyed Ferano ; I 
haue bin well whipt in Purgatory for ſuch folly, and therefore | might be 
called a ſtarke foole, if I ſhould that way offend any more, either my lo- 
uving witc,or any other. 

The Abbot cauſing Miſerereto be deuoutly ſung, ſprinkling Ferando 
well with Holy-water,and placing a lighted Taper in his hand, ſent him 
home ſo to his owne dwelling Village : where when the Neighbours be- 
held him,as people halfe frighted out of their wits,they fledde away from 
him,ſo ſcared and terrified, asifthey had ſeene ſome dreadtull fight, or | 
gaſtly apparition ; his wife being as fearfull of him, as any of the reſt. He 
called to thera kindly by their ſeuerall names, telling them, that hee was 
newly riſen out of his graue, and was a man as he had bin before. Then 
they began to touch and teele him, growing into more certaine aſſurance | 
of him, perceiuing him to be al1uing man indeede : whereupon, they de- | 
manded many queſtions ofhim ; and he, as if he were become farre wiſer 
then before, tolde them tydings, from their long deceaſed Kindred and | 
Friends,as if he had met with them all in Purgatory,reporting a thouſand 
lyes and fables to them,which(neuertheleſle)they belecued. | 

Then he told them what the miraculous voice had ſaid vnto him, con- 
cerning the birth of another young Sonne, whom (according as he was 
commanded) he cauſed to be named Beynet Ferando. Thus his returneto 
life againe, and the daily wonders reported by him, cauſed no meane ad- 
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miration in the people, with much commend ation of the Abbors Holy. 
neſſe,and Ferandoes happy curing of his icalouſie. 


Iuliet of Narbona, cured the King of France of a daungerows Fiftula, in re. 
compence whereof, ſhe requeſted to emtoy as her b::band tn marriage, Bex. 
trand the Count of Rouſhilion. ee —_— her againſt his will, as 
-vtterly deſpiſing her, went to Florence, where he made loue to a young Gen- 
tlewoman. lulict, by a queint and cunning policy,compaſſed the meanes (in. 
fted of his choſen new friend) to lye with her owne busband, by whom ſhee 
conceiued and had two Sonnes ; which being afterward made knowne m1 
Count Bertrand, he accepted her into hu fauour again, and lowed hey as his 
lojall and hon;urable wife. 

The Ninth Nouell. 

Commending the good indgement and wnaderſtanding in Ladies or Gentlewo- 

men. that are of a Quicke and apprehenſtue ſpirit. 


| *— 211 \\ | Ow there remainedno more 
PALE DES L \(to preſerue the priuiledge 
DIME N QW granted to Dionews vninfringed) 
Ro SS\S)5 00 >; but the Queene onely, to declare 
WAL ERR V her Nouell, Wherefore, when 
"AW Pthe diſcourſe of Madam Zavrerts 
IH N24 ended, without attending a- 
D (6 ny motionto bee made for her 
IN [next ſacceeding, with a gracious 
and pleaſing diſpoſition,thus ſhe 
began to ſpeake. Who ſhall tell 
any Tale hecreafter, to carry any 
hope or expectation of a King, 
IM af yoauing heard the rare and wittie 
or =—===//> diſcourſe of Madame Lawreta? 
f-.. "WS WY) Belecue me, ir was veric aduan- 
Te cageable to vs all,that ſhe was not 
| FeAl [chis dayes firſt beginner , becauſc 
tew or none would haue had any courage to follow after her;& therefore 
the reſt yet remaining, are themore to be feared and ſuſpeted . Neuer- 
thelefle, to auoid the breach of order, and to claime no priuiledge by my 
place, of not performing whatT ought to do : proue as it may,a Tale you 
muſt haue,and thus I proceed. 

Thereliued ſomerime in the kingdom'of France, a Gentleman named 
Iſnarde, being the Count of Rouſſilhon, who becauſe hee was continually 
weake, crazie and ſickly, kept a Phyſitian daily in his houſe, who was cal- 
Icd Maſter Gerard of Narbona. Count 7/narde had one onely Sonne, ve- 
ry young in yeares, yer of towardly hope, faire, comely, and of pleaſing 
perſon, named Bertrand , with whom,many other children ofhis age,had 
their education: and among them, ifs of the fore-named Phyli- 
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tian, called uber; who, cuen in theſe render yeares, fixed her affeion 

n yon8Bertrand, with ſuch an.earneſt and intimate reſojution, 35 was 
moſt admirable in ſo yong a maiden, and more then many times is noted 
in yeares of greater diſcretion. Old Count Iſnard dying, yong Bertrand 
fell as a Wardto the King, and being ſent to Paris, remained there vnder 
his royall cuſtodie and proteRtion, to the nolirtle diſcomfort of yong /s- 
Let, who became greeuouſly atflited in minde, becauſe ſhee had loſtthe 
company of Bertrand. ; 

Within ſome few yeeres after, the Phyfitian her Father alſo dyed, and 
then her deſires grew wholly addicted, to vitite Pars her (clfe in perſon, 
onely becauſe ſhe would {ce the yong Count, awaiting but time & op- 
portunitie, to fit her ſtolne journey thither. But her kindred and friend S, 
to whoſe care and truſt ſhe was committed, in regard of her rich dowrie, 
and bcing left as a farherlefſe Orphane : were ſo circumſpeR of her walks 
and daily behauiour, as ſhe could not compaſle any meanes of eſcaping. 
Her yeeres made her now almoſt fit for marriage, which ſomuch more 
encreaſed her loue to the Count, making refuſall of many woorthie hul- 
bands, and labourcd by the motions of her friends and kindred,yet all de- 
nyed, they not knowing any reaſon for her refulalles . By this time the 
Count was become a gallant goodly Gentleman, and ableto make ele- 
(tion of a wite, wherby her affeQtions were the more violently enflamed, 
as fearing leaſt fome other ſhould be preferred before hery& lo her hopes 
be viterly diſappointed. 

It was noyſed abroad by common report, that the King of France was 
in a very dangerous condition, by reaſon of a ſtrange ſwelling on his ſto- 
macke, which failing of apt and conuenient curing, became a Fiſtula,af- 
flicting him daily with extraordinary paine and anguiſh, no Chirurgeon 
or Phylitian being found, that could miniſter any hope of healing,bur ra- 
ther encreaſed the greefe, and droue itto more vehement extreamitie, 
compelling the King, as diſpairing vtterly of all helpe , to giue over any 
further counſell or aduice. Heereof faire Juliet was wondroully ioyful ,as 
hoping that this accident would proue the meanes, not only of hir jour- 
ney to Pars, but if the diſeaſe were no more then ſhee imagined , ſhee 
could eaſily cure it, and thereby compaſle Count Bertrand to be her huf- 
band. Heceereupon, quickning vp her wits , with remembrance of 
thoſe rules of Art, which (by long praQtiſe and experience) ſhe had lear- 
ned of her skilfull Father, - ſhee compounded certaine hearbes together, 
ſuch as ſhe knew fitting for that kinde of infirmity,and hauing reduced hir 
compound into a powder,away (herode forthwith to Pars. 
| Being there arrived, all other ſerious matters ſet aſide, firſt ſhee muſt 
needs haue a ſight of Count Bertrand, as being the onely Saint that cau- 
{cd her pilgrimage. Nextſhe made meanes for her accefle to the King, 
humbly entreating his Maicfty, to vouchſafe her the fight of his Fiſtula. 
When the King faw her, her modeſt lookes did plainly deliuer, that ſhe 
was a faire, comely, and diſcreete young Gentlewoman ; wherefore, hee 
would no longer hidc it, but laycd it opento her view « When yy had 
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ſcene and felt ir, preſently ſhe pur the King in comfort; affirming,that ſhe 
knew her ſelfc able to cure his Fiſtulaſaying : Sir, if your _—_ will 
referre the marter to me, without any peri)l of life, or any tle leaſt paine 
to your perſon, 1 wo (by the helpe of heauen) to make you whole and 
ſound within cight dayes ſpace . The King hearing her words,beganne 
merrily to ſmile ar her, ſaying : How is it poſſible for thee, being a yon 
Maiden, to do that which the beſt Phyſitians in Europe, are net ablet» 
performe?l commend thy kindnefle, and will not remaine vothankeſull 
for thy forward willingneſſe : but I am fully determined, to vſe no more 
counlell, or to make any further triall of Phyſicke or Chirurgery.Vhez- 
to faire /uliet thus replied : Great King, let not my skill and experience 
be deſpiſed, becauſe I am young, and a Maiden; for my profeſſion is not 
Phylicke, neuher do I vndertake the miniſtering thereof, as depending on 
mine owneknowledge ; but by the gracious aſſiſtance of heaucn,& ſome 
rules of skilfull obſeruation, which 1 learned of reuerend Gerard of Nar. 
bona, who was my worthy Father,and a Phylitian of no meane fame, all 
the while he lined, 

At the hearing of theſe words, the King began ſomewhat to admire at 
her gracious carriage, and ſaide within himſcite. VVhatknow I, whether 
this virgin is ſcnt to me by the direRtion of heauen, or no > Why ſhould 
I diſdaine to make proofe of her skill? Herpromiſe is, to cure mee in a 
ſmall times compaſſe, and without any paine or afflition to me:ſhe ſhall 
not come ſo farre, to returne againe withthe loſſe of her labour, Iam re- 
ſolued ro try her cunning, and thereon aide . Faire Virgin, if you cauſe 
me to breake my ſetled Cetermination, and faile of curing mee, what can 
you expect to follow thereon ? VVhatſocuer great King (quorh ſhe)ſhall 
pleale you. Let me bee ſtrongly guarded, yetnot hindred, when Iam to 
proſecutethe buſineſle : and then if I doe nor perteQly heale you vvithin 
cight daies, let a good fire be made, and therein conſume my bodie vnto 
aſhes. Butif I accompliſh the cure, and ſet your Highneſle free from all 
turther greeuance, what recompence then ſhal remaine to me ? 

Much did the King commend the confident perſwaſion which ſhe had 
of her owne power, and preſently replyed. Fairc beauty (quoth he) in re- 
gue that thou art a Maide and vnmarried, ifthou keepe promiſe , and 1 

nde my ſelfe to be fully cured : I wil match thee with ſome ſuch Gentle- 
man in marriage, as ſhal be of honourable and worthy reputation, with 
a ſufficient dowry beſide. My gracious Soueraigne ſaide ſhe, willing am 
I, and moſt heartily thankful withall,thatyour Highneſſe ſhal beſtow me 
in marriage : but I' deſire then, to haue ſuch a husband, as I ſhal defire 
or demand by your gracious fauour, without preſuming to craue any of 
your Sonnes, Kindred, or Alliance, or appertaining vnto your Royall 
blood. Whercto the King gladly granted. Young Juliet began to mini- 
ſter her Phyſicke, and within fewer dayes then her limited rime, the King 
was ſound and perfeQly cured; which when he perceyued, hee ſayd vato 
her. Truſt me vertuous Mayde, moſtwoorthily haſtthou wonne a Huſ- 
band, name him, and thou ſhalt have him. Royall King(quoth a 
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ue I won the Count Bertrand of -Rouſiilion, whom T have moſt entire- 
ly loued from mine Infancy, and cannot ( in my ſoule) affet any other. 
Very loath was the King to grant her the young Count, but in regard of 
his ſolemne paſſed promiſe and his royal word engaged, which he would 
not by any meanes breakez he commanded , that the Count ſhould be 

ſcntfor, and ſpake thus to him. 

Noble Count, it is not vnknowne to vs, that you are a Gentleman of 
great honour, and it is our royal! pleaſure, to diſcharge your wardthip, 
that you may repaire home to your owne Houſe, thereto ſettle your at- 
faires in ſuch order, as you may be the readier to enjoy a Wife, which we 
intend to beſtow vpon you. The Countreturned his Highneſſe moſk 
humble thankes, deſiring to know of whence, and what ſhce was ? lr 1s 
this Gentlewoman, anſwered the King, who (by the helpe of Heauen) 
hath beene the meanes to ſaue my lite. VVcll did the Count know her, 
as having very often before ({ecne her; and although ſhee was very faire 
and amiable, yet in regard of hcr meane birth, which he held as a diſpa- 
ragement to his Nobility in bloud ; he made a ſcorne of her, and 'pake 
thus to the King. Would your Highacſle giue me a Quackſaluer to my 
Wife, one that deales in drugge> and Phylicarie? I hope Iam able to 
beſtow my ſelfe much better then ſo. Why ? quoth the King, wouldſt 
thou haue vs breake our faith; which for the recoucry of our health, wee 
haue giuen to this vertuous virgin, and ſhee will haue no other reward , 
but onely Count Bertrandto be her husband ? Sir, replied the Count, 

. you may diſpoſleſſe me of allthat is mine, becauſe I am your Ward and 
SubieR, and any where elſe you may beſtow me : but pardon metro tell 
you, that this marriage cannot be made with any liking or allowance of 
mine, neither will I cuer giue conſent thereto. 

Sir, ſaice the King, it is our will that it thall be ſo, vertuous ſhe is, faire 
and wiſe ; ſhe loueth thee moſt affeQionately, and with her mayeſt thou 
leade a more Noble life, then with the greatcſt Lady in our Kingdome . 
Silent, and diſcontented ſtoode the Count, but the King commaunded 
preparation for the marriage z and when the appointed time was come, 
the Count (albcit againſt his will) receiued his wife at the Kings hand ; 
ihe louing him deercly as her owne life. Vhen all was done,the Count 
requeſted of the King, that what elſe remained for further ſolemnizati- 
on ofthe marriage, it might be performed in his owne Countrey, reſer- 
uing to himſelfe what elſe he intended. Being mounted on horſeback, 
and humbly taking their leaue of the King, the Count would not ride 

home ro his owne dwelling, but into Tuſcany, where he heard of a warre 
betweene the Floremtines and the Seneſi, purpoſing to take part with the 
Florentines,to whom he was willingly and honourably welcommed, be- 
ing cceated Captain of aworthy Company, and continuing there a long 
while in ſeruice. . 

The poore forſaken new married Counteſle, could (carſely be pleaſed 
with {uch diſhonourable vnkindnes, yet gouerning her impatience with 

ao meane diſcretion,and hoping by her I" carriage, to CO" 
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the meanes of his recall : home ſhe rode to Rowſz/ron, where all the peo. 
ple recciuedher very louingly. Now, by reaſon of the Counts ſo long 
abſence, all chings were there farre out of order; mutinies,quarrels,and 
ciuill diſſentions, hauing procured many diflolute irruptions, to the ex. 
pence of much blood in many places. But ſhee, like aiolly ſtirring La- 
dy, very wile and prouident in ſuch diſturbances, reduced all occafions 
to ſuch civility againe, that the people admired herrare behauiour, and 
condemned the Count for his vnkindneſle towards her. 

After that the whole countrey of Rouſi{{on (by the policy and wiſe. 

dome of this worthy Lady was fully re-eſtabliſhed) in their ancient liber- 
tics:(he made choile of two diſcreet knights, whom ſhe ſent to the Count 
her husband, to lct him vnderſtand, that if in diſpleaſure to her, hee was 
thus become a ſtranger to his owne countrey : vpon the return of his an- 
ſwer,to giue him contentment, ſhee would departrhence, and by no 
meanes d<i{turbe him. Roughly and churliſhly he replied ; Lether doe as 
(he liſt, for | haue no determination to dwel withher, or neere where 
ſheis. Tcliher trom me, when ſhe ſhall haue this Ring,which you be- 
hold hecere on my finger, and aſonne 1n her armes begotten by me ; then 
will I comeliuc with her, and be herloue, The Ring he made moſt pre- 
cious and deere account of, and never tooke it off from his finger, in re- 
gard of an eſpecial vertue and property,which he well knewto be remai- 
n10gin it. And theſe two Knights,hearing the impoſſibility of theſe two 
{trict conditions, with no other fauour elſe to be derived from him ; ſor- 
rowtully returned backetotheir Ladic, and acquainted her with this vn- 
kinde anſwer, as allo his vnalterable determination, which wel you may 
concciue, muſt necds be veric vnwelcome to her. 

Atrer ſhe had an indifferent while conſidered with her (clic, her reſo- 
lution became (o vndauntable; that ſhe would aduenture to praQtiſeſuch 
meanes, whereby to compaſle thoſe two apparant impoſſibilitics,and ſo 
to enioy the loue ofher husband. Haviug abſolutely concluded what 
was to be done, the aſſembled all the cheeteſt men of the country,reuca- 
ling vato them (in mournfull manner) what an attempt ſhe had made al- 
ready, in hope of recoucring her husbands fauour, and what a rude an- 
{wer was thereon returned. In the end, ſhe told them, that it didnot ſure 
with her vaworthinefſe, to make the Count liue as an exile from his 
owne inheritance, vpon no other inducement, but only in regard of her: 
wherefore, ſhe had determined betweene heauen and her ſoule, to ſpend 
the remainder of her dayes in Pilgrimages and prayers, for preſervation 
ot the Counts ſoule and her owne; earneſtly deſiring them,co vndertake 
thecharge and gouernment of the Countrey , . and ſignifying vnto the 
Count, how ſhe had forſaken his houſe, and purpoſed to wander fo far 
thence, thatneuer would ſhe viſite Kouſſ/how any more. In the deliueric 
ot theſe words, the Lords and gentlemen wept and ſighed extraordina- 
ily, viing many earneſt imprecations to alter this reſoluc in her, bur all 
Was In vaine, 

Hauing taken her ſad and ſorrowfull farewell of them all, .ccompant 
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e onely with hex Maide, and one ofhet Kinſmen, away ſhe went, atti- 


well enough, yet ſhe demanded of the good old Widdow, what Gen- 
tleman he was ? She made an{wer,that he was a ſtranger there, yer a No- 
bleman, called Count Bertrand of Rouſulkon, a veric courteous Knight, 

eloued and much reſpeted in the City. Moreover, that he was farte 
in loue with a neighbour of hers, a yong Gentlewoman, bur veric poorc 
and meane in ſubſtance, yetot honelt lite, vertuous, and neuer taxed 
with ary euill report ; onely her pouertic was the maine imbarment of 
her marriage, Ewelling in houle with her mother, who was a wiſe, ho- 
net, and worthy Lady. 

The Counteſl: hauing wel obſerued her words,and conſidered ther- 
on from point to point; debated ſoberly with her owne thoughts,in ſuch 
a doubtfull caſc what was beit ro be done, When ſhe had vnderſtood 
which was the houſe, the ancient Ladics name, and likewiſe her davgh- 
ters,to whom her hu:band was now ſo affeQionarely deuored;the made 
choiſe ofa fit and conuenient time, when (in her Pilgrims habit)ſecrer- 
ly ſhe went to the houſe. There ſhe found the morher and daughter in 
poore condition, and with as poore a family : whom after ſhe had cere- 
moniovfly ſaluted, ſhe rold the old Lacy, that (hee requeſted but a lite 
conference with her, The Ladie aroſe, and ging her courteous enter- 
tzinmient, they went together into a withdrawing chamber,where being 
both ſcr Cowne, the Counteſle began in this manner. 

Madame, in iny poore opinion, you are not free from the frownes of 
Fortune, no more then I my lelteam : but if you were fo well pleaſed, 
tiiere i5no one that can comfort both our calamities in ſuch manner, as 
you arc able ro do. And belceue me anlwered the Lady,there is nothing 
inthe world that can bee ſo welcome to mee, as honeſt comfort, The 
Counteſle proceeding on in her former ſpeeches {aid : I have now need 
(200d Madame) both of your truſt and fidelity, whereon if T Chouldrely, 
and you faile me, it willbe your owne vndooing as well as mine. Speake 
then boldly, replicd the olde Ladie, and remaine conſtantly afſured, that 
you ſhall no way bedecciued by me. Heereypon, the Counteſle decla- 
red the whole courſe of her loue, from the verie originallto the inſtant, 
reucaling alſo what ſhe was, and the occaſion of her comming thither, 
relating eucry thing ſo perfefly, thatthe Ladic verily belecued her, by 
{ame reports which ſhe had formerly heard, and which mooucd her the 
more to compaſſion. Now,when all circumſtances were at full diſcouc- 
red,thus ſpake the Counteſle. 

Among my other miſcrics and misfortunes, which harrhalfe broken 
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my heart inthe mcere reperition,beſide the ſad and affiQing ſufferance 
two things there are, whichit I cannot compaſle ro haue, all hope is 
quite fruſtrate for cuer, of gaining the grace of my Lord and Husbang,, 
Yet thoſe two things may I obtaine by your helpe, it allbe true which 1 
haue heard, and you can thercin beſt reſolue mee. Since my comming 
to this City, it hath credibly bene told me, that the Count my husbang, 
15 deeply in loue with your daughter. If the Count (quoth the Ladie) 
loue my daughter, and haue a wife of his owne, he mult thinke, and fo 
ſhall ſurcly finde it, that his greatnefle is no priuiledge for him, whereby 
ro worke diſhonour vpon her pouerty. Burt indeed, ſome apparances 
there are, and (uch a matter as you ſpeake of, may be {o preſumed; yer{o 
farce from a very thought of entertaining in her or me; as whatſocuer I 
am able to do, to yeeld you any comfort and content, you ſhall find nic 


therein both willing and ready : for I prize my daughters ſpotles pouer- 
ty as at high arate,as he can do the pride of his honor, 


Madam, quoththe Counteſſe, moſt heartily I thanke you. Buthbe- 
fore Iprelume any further on your kindneſle, lerme firſt tell you, what 
faithfully 1 intend to do for you, it I can bring my purpoſe to effet Ice 
that your daughter is beautifull, and of ſufhcient yeares tor mariage; and 
is debarred thercot (as I haue heard) onely by lack ot a competent dow- 
ry. Wherefore Madame, in recompence of the fauour | expe from 
you, I will enrich her with ſo much ready money as you lhall thinke tuth- 
cient to match her in the degree of honor. Pouerty made the poote La- 
dy, very well to like of ſuch a bountifull offer, and having a noble heart 
ſhe ſaid : Great Counteſle ſay, wherein am I able to do you any ſervice, 
as can deſeruc ſuch a gracious offer > If the ation bee honeſt, without 
blame or ſcancall tomy poore, yer vndeteCted reputation, gladly I will 
do it ; and it being accompliſhed, ler the requirall reſt in your owne no- 
ble nature. 

Obſcrue me then Madam, replyed the Counteſle. It is moſt conueni- 
ent tor my purpoſe, that by iome truſty and faithfull meſſenger, you 
ſhould aduertiſe the Count my husband, that your daughrer is,and ſhall 
be at his command : but becauſe ſhe may remain abſolutely aſſured.chat 
his loue is conſtant to her, and aboue all other :ſhee muſt enrreate him, 
to ſend her (as a teſtimony thereof) the Ring which he wearcth vpon his 
little finger, albeit ſhe hath heard, thar he loucth it dearly. Ithe ſend the 
Ring, you ſhal giue it me, & afterward ſend him word,thar your davgh- 
ter is readic to accompliſh his pleaſure ; bur, forthe more ſatery and ſe- 
crecic, he muſt repaire hither to your houſe, where I being in bed inſted 
of your daughter, faire Fortune may ſo fauour mee, that (vnknowneto 
him) I may conceiue with childe . Vppon which good ſucceſſe, when 
time ſhall ſerue, hauing the Ring on my finger, and a child in my armes 
begotten by him, his loue and liking may bee recouered, and (by your 
— | continue with my Husband, as cucric vertuous Wife ought 
Oo MOC., 


The good old Ladie imagined, thatthis was a matter ſomewhat par 
cult, 
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cult, and might lay a blamefull imputation on her daughter : Nener- 
theleſſe, confidering, what an honeſt office it was in her, to bee the 
meancs,whereby ſo worthy a Counteſle ſhould recouer an vnkindehuſe 
band, led altogether by luſt, and not a iot of cordial} loue ; (he knew the 
intent to be honeſt, the Counteſle vertuous, and her promite religious, 
and therefore vndertooke to efteQit, Within few daves after, vericin- 
geniov{ly, and according to the infiruQted order, the Ring was obcay- 
ned, aibcit much againſt che Counts will; and the Counteſle, in {ted of 
the Ladies vertuous daughter, was embraced by him in bed: the houre 
prouing ſo auſpicious, and 7uno being Lady of the alcendent, COnIOy- 

ned with the witty Mercury, the conceived of two goudly Sonnes, and 

her deliuerance agreed correſpondently with the wit time. 

[hus the old Lady, nor at this time only, but at many ocher meetings 
beſide; gaue thc Counteſſe free poſſeſſion ofher husbands pleaſures,yer 
alwaycs in fuch darke and conceale\l (ccrecie, as it was never ſuſpected, 
nor knowne by any bur themſelues, the Countlying with his owne wife, 
and diſappointed of her whom he more deerely loued . Alwayes at his 
vprifing inthe mornings (which vſually was before thc breake of day for 
for preenting the lealt (ccuple of ſuſpition) many familiar conferences 
paſſed berweene them, with the gitts of diuers faire and coſtly Iewels;all 
which the Counteſle carefully kepr, and perceiuing afſuredly, that ſhee 
was conceiued with childe, ſhe would no longer bee troubleſome tothe 
good old Lady ; but calling her aſide, ſpake thus ro her. Madam, I muſt 
needs giue thankes to heauen and you, becauſe my defires are amply ac- 
compliſhed, and both time and your deſerts doe iuftly challenge, that I 
(hould :ccordingly quite you before my departure . Ir remaineth nowe 
in your owne power, to make what demand you pleaſe of me,which yer 
I will not giue you by way of reward, becauſe that would ſeeme to bee 
baſe and mercenary: but onely whatſocuer you ſhall recetue of me, is in 
honourable recompence of faire & vertuous deteruings,ſuch as any ho- 
neſt and well-minded Lady in the like diftreſſe, may with good credit al- 
low,and yet no preiudice to her reputatic n. 

Although pouerty might well haue turored the Ladies rongue, to de- 
mand aliberall recompence for her paines ; yet ſhe requeſted bur an 100 
pounds, as a friendly helpe towards her daughters marriage, and thar 
with a baſhfull bluſhing was vttered roo; yer the Counteſle gaue hir fiue 
hundred pounds, befide ſo many rich and coſtly Iewels, as amounted ro 
afarre greater ſumme, So ſhe returned to her wonted lodging,at the a- 
ged widdowes houſe, where firſt ſhe was entertained at her comming to 
Florence; and the good 61d Lady,to auoide the Counts repairing to her 
houſcany more, departed thence ſodainly with her daughter, to Cjuers 
friends of hersthatdwelt in the Country,whereat the Count was much 
diſcontented; albeit afterward,he did neuer heare any moretidings of hir 
8 her daughter, who was worthily married, to her Mothers great com- 

ort, 

Notlong after, Count Bertraxd was recalled home by his people - 
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: and he hauing heard of his wivesabſence, went to Rouſilhon fo much the 
more willingly . Andthe Countefſe knowing her husbands departure 
from Florence, as allo his ſafe artiuall at his owne dwelling,remained (till 
in Florence, vntill the time of her deliuerance, which was of two goodly 
Sonnes, liuely reſembling the lookes of their Father, andall theperfe& 
lincaments of his body. Perſwade your ſelues, ſhe was not alittle care- 
full of their nurſing; and when ſhe ſaw the time anſwerable to her deter- 
mination, ſhe tooke her iourngy{vnknowne to any) and artived with 
them at Montpelier, where ſhee reſted her ſelfe tor diuers dayes, after fo 
long and wearilome a tourney. 

\ pon the day of all Saints, the Count kept a ſolemne Feſtiuall, for 
the aſſembly of his Lords, Knights, Ladies, and Gentlewowen : vppon 
which lovuiall day of generall reioycing, the Countclle attired in her 
woutcd Pilyrimes weed, repaired thither, entering intothe great Hall, 
where the 1ables were readily couered tor dinner. Preafling thorough 
thethrong of people, with her rwo children in her armes, the preſumed 
vnto the place where the Countſate, &falling on her knees beforc him, 
the tearcs trickling abundantly downe her checkes,thus ſhe ſpake. Wor- 
thy Lord, I am tl;y poor, deſpiſed, and vnfortunare wite ; who,that thou 
mightſt returne home, and not becan exile from thine owne abiding, 
hauc thus long gone begging through the world, Yet now at length, I 
hope thou wile be lo honourably-minded, as to performe thine own to00 
ſtrict impoled conditions, made ro the two Knights which I ſent vnto 
thee, and which (by thy command) I was cnioyned to do. Behold here 
in mine armes, not onely one Sonne by thee begotten, but two Twins, 
and thy Ring beſide, High time is it now, if men of honor reſpeG their 
promules, that atter ſo long and redious trauell, I ſhould atlaſt bee wel- 
commed as thy true wite, 

The Countehcaring this, ſtoode as confounded with admiration : 
for full well heknew the Ring : and both the children were ſo perfectly 
like him, as he w.s conficmed to be their Father by, generall judgement. 
Vpon 1s vrging by what poſſible meanes this could be broghbt to paſſe: 
the Counteile in preſence of the whole aflembly, and vnto her eternal! 
commenation, related the whole hiſtory, cuenin ſuch manner as you 
haue formerly hearcl it. Moreover, ſhe reported the priuate ſpeeches in 
bed, vttered betweene himſelfe and her, being witneſſed more apparant- 
ly, by the coſtly Iewels there openly ſhewn. All which infallible proofes, 
proclaiming his ſhame, and her moſt noble carriage to her husband,; hee 
conteſſed, that ſhe hadrold nothing bur the truth in cuery point which 
(hc hadreported. 

Commending her admirable conſtancy, excellency of wit,&ſpright- 
ly courage, in making ſuch a bold aduenture; heekifſed the two ſweete 
boyes, and to keepe his promiſe, 'whereto he was earneſtly importuned, 
by all is beſt eſteemed triends there preſent , eſpecially the honourable 
Ladies,who would haue no denial, butby forgetting his former harſh 
and vnciuill carriage towardes her, to accept her for cuer as his __ 
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wife : folding her in hus armes, and ſweetly kifhng her divers times toge- 
ther, he bad her wekcome to him, as his vertuous, loyall, & moſt lounge 
wiſc, and (o (tor encratfter) he would acknowledge her . Well knew he 
that ſhe had ſtore of better beſceming garments in the houſe, and there- 
fore requelted rhe Ladies to walke with her to her Chamber, to vncalc 
her of thoſe pilgrimes weeds, and cloath her in her owne more ſumpru- 
ous garments, euen thoſe which ſhe wore on her wedding gay, becauſe 
that was not the day of his contentment, but onely this: fornow he con. 
{ciled her to be his wite indeede, and now he would giue the King thanks 
tor her, and now was Count Bertrand truly married to the faire /zlicr of 
WNarbona. 


T ye wonderfull and chaſte reſolued continency of faire Serictha, dauohter to 
Stwaide King of Denmark, who being ſouoht and ſued unto by many wor - 
thy perſon s. that aid affect her dearly, would not looke any man m the face, 
wnlill ſuch time as ſhe was married, | 

The tenth Nouell, 

Avery ſinoular and worthy preſident ,for allyong Laates and Gentlewomen : 
not rajhly to beſtow themſelues in mariaze, without the knowledge and con- 
ſent of their Parents and Friends, 


Toners having diligently Hh. 
{tencd to the Queens fingu- 
Jar diſcourſe, ſoſoone as the had 


A W; concluded,and none now remai- 


Y ing buthinſelte, to giue a full 
Spcriod vnto that Gayes pleaſure : 
withour longer trifling the time, 
or expectingany command from 
:he Queene, thus he began. Gra- 
40us Ladies, Iknow that you do 
10w expect from me, ſome ſuch 
queint Tale, as (hall be ſutcable 
ro my merry diſpotition, rather 
ſauvouring of wantonneſle, then 
any diſcreet and ſober wiſeclom, 
——===S APRN and ſuch a purpoſe indeed, | once 
C ba. | JJ had entertained, Bur hauing well 
—_— = 22/A|oblcrucd all your fcuerall relari- 
OY ons, grounded on graue & wor- 

thy examples, eſpecially rhe laſt, ſo notably deliuered by rhe Queene: ] 
cannot but commend faire /aliet of Narbona, in pertourming two ſuch: 
ſtrange impoſſibilities,and conquering the vnkindneſle of fo cruel a hul- 
band. If my Tale come ſhortof the precedent excellency, or giue not 
ſuch content, as you (perhaps)expeQt; accept my good will, and let me 
ſtand engaged jor a better heereatter, 
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country,who was firſt ſet downe as Prince, contrary tothe ancient cy- 
ſom and lawes obſcrued among the Danes,namely Hung nin ; had a fon 
called $S:twalde, who Goat in in the eſtares and kingdome, belon- 
ging to his famous predeceſſors. That age, and the Court of thatRoy. 
all Prince, was veric highly renowned, by the honour of faire Seridtha, 
Daughter to the ſayde Srwalde ;, who beſide her generall repute, of be 
ing a myracle of Nature, in perfection of beautie, and moſt compleate 
in all that the heart of man could deſire to note, in a body full of prace, 
gentleneſle, and wharſocuer clic, to attraCt the eyes of cueric one to be- 
holde her: was alſo fo chaſte, modeſt, and baſhfull, as it was meerely 
impoſlible, to preuaileſo farre with her, that any man ſhould come to 
{peake with her. For, in thoſe dayes, marriages were purſued and 
{ought by valour, andby the onely opinion, which ſftoure Warrjours 
concciued, of the vertuous qualities of a Ladie. Notwithſtanding,ne- 
ver could any man make his vaunt, that ſhe had given him ſo much as a 
looke, or cuer any one attained tothe fanour, to whiſper a word in her 
earc. Becauſe both the cuſtome and will of Parents then (very reſpec- 
tiuely kept in thoſe Northerne parts of the worls) of hearing ſuch ſpeak, 
as deſired their daughters in marriage; grew from oftering them ſome 
worthy ſeruices ; and chereby compalled meanes, to yecld their conten- 
ration, by ſome gracious and kinde anſwers.” 

Burt the, who was farre off from the deſire of any ſuch follics, refer- 
ring her ſclte wholly tothe wil and GP ofthe King her Lord and 
Father ; was ſo contrary, to giuc any liuing man an anſwer, that her eye 
never looked on any one ſpeaking to her, appearing as ſparing in vouch- 
ſafing a glance, as her heart was free from a thought of affeRion.For,ſhe 
had no other imagination, but that Maides,borth in their choiſe & will, 
ought to hauc any other diſpoſttion, but ſuch as ſhould bee pleaſing to 
eheir parcnts, cither to graunt, or denie, according as they were guided 
by their graue indgement, In like manner, fo well had ſhee brideled 
her ſenſuall appetites , with the curbe of Reaſon , Wiſedome, and 
Prouidence, ſetting {uch a feuere and conſtant reſtraint, on the twink- 
ling or motions of her eyes, in abſolute obedience to her Father; as ne- 
ucr was ſhe {cence to turne her headaſide, ro lendone looke on any man 
of her age. ay 

A worthy ſight it was, to behold Knights errant, paſſing, repaſſing#® 
Denmarke,and backe againe, labouring to conquer thoſe {etled eyes, to 
win the leaſt ſigne of grace and fauour, from her whom they ſodutiouſly 
purſued,toſteale buta filly glimpſe or glance and would haue thought it 
a kind of honorable theft. But this immouable rock of beauty,although 
ſhe knew the diſſeignes of them which thus frequented the Court of the 
King her Father, and couldnot pretend ignorance of their endeuour, 
ayming onely at obtaining her in mariage : yet did ſhenot lenda. y look 
of her cyc, yeelding the leaft fignall ofthe hearts motion, in affe@ing a- 
ny thing whatſocuer, but what it pleaſed her Father ſhe ſhould do. 

Seriftha, 
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Serictha living in this ſtrange and vnvſuall manner, it mooued manic 


Princes and great Lords, to come and courther, contending both by 
ſignes and words, to change her from this ſeuere conſtancie, and make 
.nowne (if poſſible it might be) whether a woman would or could be {% 
reſolute, as to vſe no reſpeGt at all towards them ,coming from {0 manie 
ſtrange countries, to honor her jn the Courts of the King her father. But 
in cheſe dayes of ours, it ſuch a number of gallant ſpirits ſhould come, to 
a:ke but one looke of ſore of our beauries ; I am halfe affraide,that they 
Mould fude the cyes of many of our dainty darlings, notſo ſparing of 
tlieir glances, as thoſe of SericFha were, Confidering,that our Courticrs 
of theſe times, are this way emulous one of another, and women are ſo 
forward in offering themlclues, that they performe the office of ſuters, 
as fearing leſt they ſhould not be ſolicited, yea, though it bec in honelt 
manner. 

The King, who knew well enough, that a daughter was a treaſure of 
{ome danger to keepe, and growing doubtfull withalileaft (in the end) 
this ſo obſtinate ſeverity would be ſhaken, if once it cameto palle, that 
his daughter ſhould fcele the piercing apprehenſions of loue,& whereof 
/as yet) ſhe neuer had any experience ; he derermined to vſe ſome reme- 
dy ſor this great concourſe ot-louers, and ſtrange kinde of carriage inthe 
Princeſſe his daughter. For, hee apparantly perceiued, that ſuch excel- 
ling beauty as was 1n Serzc#h4, with thoſe good and commendable cu- 
ſtomes, and other ornaments of his daughters mind,could neuer attame 
to ſuch an height of perfeion; bur yet there would be found ſome men, 
ſv wittily accure and ingenious, as to convert and humor a maid, accor- 
ding to their will, and make a mockery of them, who were (before) of 
moſt high eſteeme, Belide, among ſo great atroope of Lords, as daily 
made tender of their amorous {eruice, ſome one or other would proue 
{) happy, as (at the Jaſt) the ſhould be his Miſtreſſe. And therefore for- 
bearing what otherwhile he had intended, as a finall concluſion of all 
ſuch folhes : calling his daughter alone ro himſclie in his Chamber, and 
ſtanding clecrefrom all other attention, hee vſcd to her this, or the like 
Language. 

I know not faire daughter, what reaſon may move you to ſhew your 
ſelfe ſo diſdainfull towards ſo many Noble and worthy men, as come to 
viſite you, and honour my Court with their preſence, offering me their 
loue and loyall ſeruice, vnder this onely pretence (as I perceiue) of ob- 
taining you , andcompaſling the happineſſe (as it appeareth in plaine 
ſirife among them).oneday to winnethe prize, you being the maine 1f- 
ſuc ofalltheir hope. -Ifit be baſhfull modeſty, which (indeede)ought to 
attend on all virgins of your yeares, and ſo veyles your eyes, as (with ho- 
nour) you cannot loake on any thing, but what is your owne, or may 
not juſtly vouchſateroſec: I commed your maidenly continencie,which 
yctneuerthelcfle, L would not haue to bce fo ſeucre, as (at length) your 
youth falling into mullike thereof, it may be the occaſion of ſome great 
misfortune, eirher to-you, or mc, or elſe to vs both together : confide- 

ring 


113 


yr nn" en 


Nouell 10. 


 Thethird Day. 


— — —_— —  — I 


ring what rapes arc ordinarily committed in theſc quatters, and of L;z. 
dies cquall every way to your ſelte; which happening, would preſently 
be the cauſe of my death. 

If it be in regars of ſome vow which you haue conſecratedro virgini. 
ry, and to ſome one of our Gods: 1 ſceke not therein to hinder your dif. 
ſcignes, neither will bereaue the celeſtiall powers, of whatſocuer apper- 
caineth rothem . Albeir1 could wiſh, that it ſhould bee kept ina place 
more ſtraited, and ſeparate from the reſorr of men ;tothe end, that ſo 
bright a beauty as yours is, ſhould cauſc no diſcords among amorous ſu- 
rers, neither my Court proue a Campe deſtinied vnto the concjuſion of 
ſuch quarrels, or you be the occaſion of ruining ſo many , whoſe ſeruice 
would beſeeme 2 much more necdtall place, then to dye heere by fond 
and fooliſh opinion of enioying a vaine pleaſure, yer remaining inthe 
power of another bodie to grant. It therefore I ſhall percciue,that theſe 
behauiours in you do proccede from pride, or contempt of them, who 
endeuour to do you both honor and ſeruice,and in ſted oft granting them 
4 gracious looke, in arrogancie you keepe from them, making them ene- 
miesto your folly and my ſufftcrance : I ſweare to you by our preateſt 

God; that I will rake 1uch due order, as ſhall make you feele the'hand of 
an offended Fathcr, and teach you (hencetoorth) ro bee much moreat- 
fable. 

Wherefore deere daughter, you ſhall do me a ſingular pleaſure, free- 
ly to acquaint me with your minde, andrherealons of your ſo ſtride ſe- 
uerity : promiſing you, vponthe word and fairh of a King, nay more, of 
a louing and kinde Father, that 1f findethe cauſe to bee 1uſt and reafo- 
nable, I will deft ſo farre from hindering your intent, as you ſhal rathep 
percciue wy fatherly furtherance, andreit truly reſolued of my help and 
tauour. Wheretore faire daughter,neither bluſh or diſmay,or feare to 
let me vnderſ{tand your will ; for evidently I {ce,that meere virgin ſhame 
hath made a rapture of your ſoule, becing nothing clfc but choſe true 
ſplendors ot vertue deriuedfrom yout Aunceſtors, and ſhining in you 
moſt gloriouſly, gracing you with a much richer embcllithing,is thoſe 
beautics beſtowed on you by Nature, Speake therefore boldly to your 
Father, becauſcrhere is no law to prohibit your tpecch ro him: forwhen 
he commandeth, he ovght to bee obeyed : promiſing vppon.minc oath 
once againe,that if your reaſons are ſuch as they ought to be, Lwill not 
faile ro accommodate your fancy. | 

The wiſe and vertuous Princeſle, hearing the Kingto alledge ſuch gra- 
cious reaſons, and to Jayſo kinde a command on her; making him moſt 
lowe and humblereuerence, in figne of dutifull accepting ſuch tavour, 
thus ſhe anſwered. Royall Lord and Father, ſeeing that in your Prince- 
ly Court, I haue gathered whatrſocuer may be termed vertuous in me, & 
you being the principall inſtruter of my lite, from whom I hauelcarned 
thoſc |cflons, how maides (of my age) ought ro-goucrne and maintainc 
themſclucs : you ſhall apparantly perceiue, that neither gazing lookes, 
which I ought notto ycelde without your conſent, nor pride or arro- 
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gAncie, neuer taughr me by you, or the Quaeene my molt honourable 
Lady and Mother are any occaſton of my cariage towards thein, which 
come to make oftentation ot their folly in your Court,as if a mcere look 
of Serietha, were ſufficient to yeeld aſſurance cffefually of their delites 
victory. 

Nothing (my moſt Royall Lord and Father) induceth mee to this 
kinde of behaujour, but onely due rcſpe of your honour & mine owne: 
and totiie end it may not vc thought, that I belye my ſelfe, innot eyivg 
the affectionate offers ol amorous purſuers,or haue any other pruate re- 
ſcrued meaning, then what may beſt pleaſe King S/walde my Father: let 
it ſuffice Sir, that it remaineth in your power onely, to make an apt clc- 
ion and choice for me ; tor I neither ought, nor will allowe the accec 
tance of any ſuters kindneſle, fo much as by a looke (much letlc then by 
words) vntill your Highneſle hail nominate the man, to be a mecte hut: 
band for Ser/c794 It is onely you then (my Lord) that beares the truc 
litc-blood of or Anceſtors . Itis the vntainted life of the Queene my 
Mother, that ſets a chaſte and ſtrit reſtraint on mine eyes, from el(lran- 
ging my heart, to the idle amorous enticements of young giddy-headed 
Gentlemen, and haue ſcaled vp my ſoule with an ablojute dererminati- 
o, rather to make choile of death , then any way to alter this my war- 
rantable ſcuerity, 

You being a wiſe King, and the worthic Father of Seri, it is in 
you to mediate, counſell, and efftet, what beſt ſhall beſecme the del: 
{:12ncs of your daughter : becauſe it is the vertue of children, yea, and 
their cternall glory and renowne, to illuſtrate the liues and memorics of 
their parents. It conſiſteth in you,cither to grant honeſt licenſe to ſuch 
[ors as defire me, or to oppoſe them with ſuch diſcreete conditions,as 
both your {clfe may fit free from any turther afflifting, and they reſt de- 
feated of dangerous diſſentions, according as you foreſee what may en- 
luc. Vhich yet (neuertheleflc) I hold as a matter impoſhible,if their dif- 
cord ſhould be grounded on the ſole apprehenſion of their ſoules :; and 
tlic onely preuention therof,is, not to yeeld any {1gne, glance of the cic, 
or ſo much as-a word more to one man then another : tor,ſuch is the ſct- 
[cd diſpolition of your daughters ſoule, and which ſhee humbly entrea- 
teth,may (o be ſtill ſuffercd. 

Many meanesthere are, whereby to winne the grace of the greateſt 
King, by employing their paines in worthy occaſions, anſwerable vnto 
their yeeres and vertue, ifany ſuch ſparkes of honour doe ſhiric in their 
ſoules ; rather then by gaining heere any matter of ſo meane moment, 
by endeauouring to ſhake the ſimplicity of a baſhfull maide : Ler them 
clearethe Kings high-wayes of Theeues, who makethe paſlages difh- 
cult: or let them expell Pirates from off the Seas , which make our Da- 
n1/h coaſts euery way inacceſſible. Theſe are ſuch Noble meanes to me- 
it, as may throw deſerued recompence vppon them, and much more 
worthily, then making Idols of Ladies lookes , or gazing for babies in 
cir wanton eyes. So may youbeſtowe on them what 15 your owne, 
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granting Seric# ha to behold none, bur him who you ſhall pleaſe to giuc 
her : for otherwiſe, you know her abſolute reſolue , neuer to looke any 
living man inthe face, but onely you my gracious Lord and Father. 

The King hearing this wiſe and modeſt anſwer of his daughter, could 
not chooſe but commend her in hisheart ; and ſmiling at the counſel] 
which ſhe gaue him, returned her this anſwer. Vnderſtand mewel, faire 
danghter ; neither am I minded to bregke your determination wholly, 
nor yet to gouerne my ſelfe according to your tancie. I ſtandindifferent. 
ly contented, that vatill I have otherwiſe purpoſed, you ſhall continue 
the nature of your ancient cuſtome: yet conditionally, that when I com- 
mand an alteration of your carriage, you faile not therin to declare your 
obedience. har elſe remaineth beſide, for ſo filly a thing as a Woman 

is, and for the priuate pleaſing of ſo many great Princes and Lords,I will 
not endanger any of their lives ; becauſe their parents and friends(being 
ſcn{ivle of tuch loſſes) may ſeeke revenge, perhaps to their owne rvine, 
and ſome following ſcourge to my indiſcretion. For I conſider (daugh- 
ter) that I haue neighbours whoſcarſely loue me, and of whom (in time) 
I inay right my ſelfe, hauing received (by their meancs) great wrongs & 
iniuries. Alſo I make no doubt, but to manage your loue-ſute with dif. 
cretion, and ſet ſuch a pleaſing proceednig betweene theny, as neyther 
ſhall beger any hatred in them towards me, nor yer offend themin their 
affections purſuite, till fortune may {mile ſo fauourably vpon ſome one 
man,to reach the height of both your wiſhed deſires. 
S$1yalJe was thus determinately reſolued, to lethis daughter liue at 
her owne diſcretion, without any alteration of her continued ſeueritie, 
ercciuing day by day, that many came ſtill to requeſt her in mariage; & 
be could not giue herto them all, nor make his choiſe of any one, leaſt 
all the reſt ſhould become his enemies, and fall in quarrell one with ano- 
ether. Onely this therefore was his ordination, that among ſuch a num- 
ber of amorous ſuters, he onely ſhould weare the Lawrell wreath of vi- 
Rory, who could obraine ſuch fauour of SericFha, as bur to looke himin 
the face. This condition ſeemed to bee of no meane difficulty, yea, and 
ſo impoſſible, that many gaue ouer their amorous enterprize : whereof 
Seritha was wondrouſheioyfull, ſeeing her ſelfe eaſed of ſuch tedious 
unportunitic, dulling hereares with their proffered ſervices, and fop- 
piſh allegations of fantaſticke ſeruitude: ſuch as ydle-headed Louers do 
" 7 Do before their Miſtreſſes, whercin they may belecuc them, if 
they liſt. 

Among all them that werethus forward in their heate of affeQion, 
there was a young Daniſh Lord, named Ocharws, the ſonne of a Pirate, 
called Hebonizs,the ſame man, whohauing ſtolne the Siſter vnto King 
Hungum, and Siſter to Siwalde, & affiancing himſelfe ro her,was ſlainc 
by King Haldune,and by thus killing him,cnioyed both the Lady,andthe 
kingdome of the Gothes alſo, as her inheritance . This Ocharwsrely- 
ng much on his comelineſſc of perſon, wealth, power, and valour, but 
(aboue all the reſt) on his excellent and eloquent ſpeaking, bellowes! ” 
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L:{t endeauour to obtaine Seriitha, notwithſtanding the contemptible 
carriage of the reſt towards him ; whereupon preuailing for his accetle ro 
the Princeſſe , and admurted ro ſpeake, asall the other did, he rcaloned 
with her in this manner. 

\W hence may it proceede,Madam, that you being the faireſt and wileſt 
Princeſſe liuing at this day in all the Northerne parts,ſhould make (6 [mal 
account of your ſclte, as ro denie that, which with honour you m:y yeeld 
ro them, as ſceke to doe you muſt humble ſervice; and forgerring the rank 
you hold, doc refuſe ro deignethem recompence in any manner whatſoc- 
uer, ſeeking onely to entoy you in honourable marriage? Perhaps you are 
of opinion, thar the gods [ſhould become {laues ro youc beaury, in which 
reſpeX,men are vtterly vnworthy to craue any ſuch acquaintance of you. 
It it be ſo, I confelſe my ſelte conquered : Bur if the gods ſeeke no ſuch al- 
ſociation with women , and lince they torſooke the \World, they lett this 
Iegacy to vs men; I thinke you couet after none, but ſuch as are cxtraQted 
ot their blood , or may make vaunt of their neere kindred and alliance to 
them. 1 know that many haue wilhed, and doe delire you : I know allo, 
that as many haue requeſted you of the King your Father, but th» choyce 
remainerth in your power , and you being orcained the ludge, to diſtin- 
guth the merit of all your Surors; methinkes you doc wrong tothe office 
of a Iudpe; in not regarding the parties which arcin ſuite, to ſentencethe 
deſert of the beſt and braueſt , ando to delay them withno more linpe- 
ring. 

| cannot thinke Madam, that you are fo farre out of your ſelfe, and (o 
chill cold in your aftection, bur delire of occations, cquall ro your vertue 
and {ingular beauty, doe ſometime rouch you teclingiy, and make youro 
wiſh for ſuch a man , anſwerable ro the greatneſle of your excellency. 
Andific ſhould be otherwiſe (as Iimagineitro be impoſhible) yer you 
ought to breake ſuch an obſtinate deligne, onely to (arishe the King your 
Father, who can delire nothing more, then to haue a Sonne in Law, to re- 
uenge him on the Tyrantof Swetia 5 who, as you well know, was ſome- 
time the murtherer of your Grand-father Hung, and alſo of his Fa- 
ther. If you pleaſe to vouchſafe me ſo much grace and fauour, as to make 
methe man,whom your heart hath choſen to be your Husband) I \weare 
vnto you by the honour of a Souldier, that I will vndergoe ſuch ſeruice, 
as the King {hall be reuenged, you royally ſatished, and my ſelte aduan- 
ced to no meane happineſſe, by being the onely fortunate man of the 
World. Gentle Princeſle , the moſt beautifull daughter to a King, open 
that indurate heart, and ſo ſoften it, that theſweere imprefhons of loue 
may be ergrauen therein, ſee there the loyall purſuite of your Ocharws, 
w_ to ſauc his life, cannot ſo much as winne one looke from his diuine 

liltreſle. | 


This niceneſſe is almoſt meerely barbarous, that I, wiſhing to aduen- 
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ture my life prodigally in your ſeruice, you are ſo crucll, as not to deigne. 


recompenceto this duty of mine, withthe leaſt ſigne of kindnefſetharcan 
be imagined, Faire Serictha, if yau defirethe deathof your friendly ſer- 
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uant Ocharus, there are many other meanes whereby to performe itgvith- 
out conſuming him in ſo ſmall a fire , and ſuftering him there to languith 
without any anſwere. If you will not Jooke vpon me; it my face be {o vn- 
worthy , that one beame of your bright Sunnes may nor [hine vponit: 
If a word of your mouth be too precious for me; make a ligne with your 
hand,cithcr of my happineſle or diſaſter. If your hand be enujous of minc 
caſe, let one of your women be hee, ro pronounce the lentence of life 01 
death; becauſe, if my life be haretull ro you, this hand of mine may ſatiC{. 
fic your will, and ſacrifice it to the rigour of your diſdaine. Butif (as [ am 
rather perfwaded) the ruine of your ſeruants, be againſt your more mer. 
atull withes; dealc ſo that I may percciue it, and exprefle what compath- 
on you haue of your Ocharzs,who couereth nothing more,then Your dis 
ly hearts caſe and contentment, with a priutledge of honour abouc other 
Ladies. All this diſeourlſe was heard by Sericha, but folittie was thce 
moucd therewith, as {hee was farre cnough off from returning him any 
an{wer, ncither did any of the Gentlewomen attending on her, eucr heare 
her vie the ver y leaſt word to any of her amorous ſollicitors, nor did thee 
know any one of them , but by ſpeech onely , which drouerhemall into 
an vtrer deſpaire, perceiuing no poſhble meanes whereby ro conquer 
hcr. 

The Hiſtories of the Northe:ne Coui, © + :lo6 dare, that in thoſe 
times,the rapes of women were 10: much! (pected, awialuchas puriued 
any Lady or Geatlewoman with louc, weir v.r'iy perſwaded, that they 
neucr made {uthcicnt prootc of rh amuuvus puthons , it they vnder- 
tooke not all cunning {tratagems, with ,uucnture of their liues to all pe- 
ris whatſocuer, tor therapeor ſtealth of thcm , whom they purpo{cd ro 
enioy 11 maritage. As wereadcein the Gothes Hiſtory of Gr4m, Sonne to 
the King of Denmarke, who being impar:cnarly amourous of the daughter 
to the King of the Gathes, and winning the loue of rhe Lady, ſtole her 1- 
way, before her Parents or tricnds had any notice thereof; by meanes of 
which rape, there tollowed a moſt bloody warre betweene the Goches and 
the Daxes. In recompence of which iniury, S1baagerns, King of Norway, 
being choſen chiete Commander of the Swerians & Gothes, entred powcr- 
tully into Dewmarke, where firſt he violated the Siſter to King Gz7a»20, and 
Icd away her Daughter, whom in the like manner he made his Spoule, as 
the Daze had done the Daughter of S:2truze, Prince of the Gothes. 

L induce theſe bricte narrations,onely to ſhew, that while Ocharws made 
honeſt and affable meanes, to win reſpe& from SeriFha, and vicd all ho- 
nourableſeruices to her, as the Daughter of ſo great a Prince worthily dc- 
ſcrued: ſomethere were, not halfe ſo conſcientious as he, eſpeciaily one 
of thc amourous ſutors, who being weary of the ſtrange carriages of 5e- 
1iclha, diſſemblingto proſecute his purpoſe no further; preuailed fo farre, 
that hc corrupred one of her Gouerneſles, for ſecretly training her toſuch 
a place, where the rauiſher ſhould lic in ambuſh to carry her away , foto 
enioy, het by pollicy , ſecing all other mcancs failed for ro compalſe his 
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Bchold to what a kind of fooliſh rage , which giddy headed dullards 
doe rerme 4 narurall pathon, they are led,who,bcing guided more by ſen- 
ſuality, then reaſon or diſcretion, follow the braine-ticke motions ot their 
raſh apprehenſions. He which purſuerh , and prorcſteth to loue a Lady 
for her gentillity and vertuez knoweth not how ro meaſure what loue is, 
ncither ſeerhor conceiueth , how farre the permiſhon of his owne endea- 
nour extendeth. Morcouer, you may obſcrue, that neuer any ape was [o 
vroſſe, or menſo limple, but cuen almoſt from the beginning, auarice did 
hood-winke the hearts of men, and that ( with gold) the very ſtrongelt 
Fortification in the World hath beene broken , yea, and the beſt bard 

ateslaide wide open. Sericha, who {hunned the tight of all mengand ne- 
uer diſtrulted chem which kept about her z thee who ncuer knew (cxcepr 
ſome narurall ſparke gaue light ro her vnderſtanding) what belonged to 
the embracementsof men, muſt now (without dreaming thereon) tall as 
foode to the inſatiable apperite of a wrerch, who compalled this ſurpriſall 
of her, to glory in his ownelewdnefſe,and make a mocke of the Princeſles 
{ctled conſtancy. 

Shee, good Lady,tollowing the councell of her traytcrous guide,went 
abroade on walking, but weakely accompanied, as one that admitted no 
men to attend her, which ſhee mighr haue repented very dearcly, it Hea- 
uen had not ſuccoured her innocency , by the helpe of him , who withed 
her as well as the rauither, though their delires were quite contrary z the 
one to enioy her by violence, burthe other afteRing rather to dic , then 
doe the leaſt a& which might diſpleaſe her. No fooner was Serictha arti- 
ucd at the deſtined place, where her falſe Gouerneſle was to deliuer her; 
but behold a ſecond Parzs cane, and ſeized on her, hurrying her in haſte 


away,betore any helpe could poſhbly reſcue her; the place being farre oft 


tromany dwelling. 

Noiv the rauither durſt not conuey ber to his owne abiding , to enioy 
the benefit of his purchaſe ; but haled her into u ſmall thicket of trees, 
where, although thee knew the eurdent perill, whereinto her ſcuere conti- 
nency had now throwne her: yet notwithſtanding, [hee would nor lift vp 
her eyes, to ſee what he was that had thus (toine her,ſo hirmely {hee dwelr 
vpon grounded deliberation, and ſuch was the vigor of her chaſte reſolue. 
Andalbeit ſhee knew a wickedneſle (worle then death) preparing for her, 
who had no other glory then in her vertue, and delire to ltue contented- 
ly ; yet was [hee no more aſtouned thercar, then it hee had led her to the 
Palace of the King her Father: perſwading herlclte, that violence doneto 
the body,is no pretudice to honour, when the mind is free and cleere from 
conſent. 

Asthus this robber of beauty was preparing to maſſacre the modeſty 
of the faire Princeſle, ſhee reliſted him with all her power, yea,and defen- 
dcd her ſelfe ſo worthily, that he could not get one looke of her eye, one 
kille ofher checke, nor any aduantape whatlocuer, crying out {hrilly,and 
{trugling againſt him ſtrongly : her outcryes were heard by one, who lit- 
tic imagined that (hee was b neere,whom he loued more dearely then his 
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be more royally reſpe&ted, then thus rudely hurried : Hand off I fay, or 
elſe [ ſiveare by her diuine perfetions , whom I eſteeme aboueall crea- 
turcsinthis \World, to make thee die more milcrably, then cuer any man 
as yet did. 

\Whoſocuer had ſcene a Lyon or an Ounce rouſe himſelfe , chafing 
when any one aduenturerh to rob him of his prey ; and theſe with fierce 
eycs,mounted crcalts,writhed tayles, and {harpened pawes, make againſt 
him that durſt ſo molleſt him. In the like manner did the rauither thew 
himſclte , and one while ſnarling , another while briſtling the darred Gil. 
daincfulllookes at Ocharws, and ſpake to himin this manner. Vile and 
baſe Sea-thieſe, as thou art, welcome tothy deſerued wages, and iult re- 
payment for thy proud preluming. Ir plads my heartnot a little,to meete 
thec here , where thou {halt ſoone perceiue what good will I beare thee, 
and whether thou be worthy or no to enioy the honour of this Lady,now 
in minc owne abſolute poſlc{hon. It will alſo encreaſe her more ample 
per{waſton of my worth, and pleade my merit more efte&ually in her ta- 
uour ; when ſhee {hall ſce what a powerfull arme I haue, to puniſh this 
proud infolence of a Pirate. 

This harth language was ſo diſtaſtfull ro Ochar*s, that like a Bull, made 
angry by the reethof ſome Mattiue Dogge , or pricked by the point of a 
weaponghe ran vpon his enemy,and was ſo roughly welcommed by him, 
as it could nor calily be wdged which of them l1ad the berter aduantage. 
But in the end Fortune tauoured molt the honeſt man , and Ochares ha- 
uing oucrthrowne the robber, hee ſmore the head of himquite from his 
lhoulders, which he preſented ro her , whom he had deliuered our of fo 
ercata perill,and thus heſpake. You may now behold Madam,whether 
Ochars be a true loner of Sericthaes vertues, or no, and your knowledge 
fully relolucd, at what end his affeQtion aimeth; as alſo, how farrc his ho- 
nelt deſertextendeth, for you both to loue him, and to recompencethe 
loyall reſpe&t he hath vſed towards you.Neuer looke on the villaines face, 
who ſtroue to ſhame the King your Fathers Court, by violation of thee- 
ucry,the chaſeſt Princeſſe on the Earth; bur regard Ochars, who is readic 
ro lacrifice him(clfe, if you take as much pleaſure in his ruine, as (hethin- 
keth ) hee hath giuen you contentment, by deliucring you from this 
Traytor. 

Dothit not appeare vnto you Madam,that I haue as yet done enough, 
whereby to be thought a worthy Husband, for the royall Daughter of 
Denmarke? Haue I not ſatisfied the Kings owne Ordinance, by deliucring 
his Daughter, as already I haue done? Will Seriha beſo conſtantin her 
cruclty, as not to turne her eye towards him, who cxpoled tus life, ro no 
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from you, bur your perpetual! ſilence? Can you continue fo obſtinate in 
your opinion, in making yourlelte {till as ſtrange to your Ochars, as to 
the relt, who haue no other afteftion, bur onely to the bare outſide of 
beauty 2 VV hy then, Royall Ladie, ſeeing (ar this inſtant time) all my la- 
bour 15 but loſt, and your heart ſeemeth much more hardned,in acknow 
ledging any of my honell ſeruices: atleaſt yer ler me bee {0 happy, as to 
condud you backeto the Palace, and reſtore you to that ſacred lafctic, 
which wi.l be my ſoules beſt comfort to behold, 

No outward {1gne of kinde acceptation, did any way expreſle itſelfe 
in her, butrather as fearing, leſt the commodiouſneſſe af the place thold 
incite this young Lord, to forget ail honeſt reſpe&t, and imitate the 0- 
ther in ſixe baſeneſſe, Bur he, who rather wiſhed a thouſand deathes, 
then any way to diſpleaſc his Miſtreſſe, as ithee were halfe Coubtfull of 
her ſuſpition, made offer of guiding her backe to the place, trom whence 
ſhes had before bene ſtolne, where ſhe found her company till ſtaying, 
as not daripg to ſtirre rhence, to let the King know his daughters ill for- 
tune; but when they ſaw her returne, and in the company of ſo worthic 
a Knighr, they grew reſolued, that no violence had bene done vnto her. 

The Princeſle, (harpely rebuking her women, tor leauing her ſo baſe- 
ly as they had done, gaue charge to one of them (becauſe the would not 
ſceme altogether negligent & diſcourteous) that ſhe being gon thence, 
ſhe ſhowld nor faile ro thanke Ocharws, for the honeſt and faithfull ſer- 
uice hz had done vnto her, which ſhe would continually remember, and 
recompence as it lay in her power . Neuerthelefle, ſhee aduiſed him 
withall, not to hope of any more aduantage thereby,then reaſon ſhould 
require. For, if it were the will of the Gods, that the ſhould be his wite, 
neither ſhe or any other could let or hinder it : but if her deſtiny reſerued 
her for another, all his ſeruices would auaile ro no purpoſe, but rather to 
make her the more rigorousrowards him. 

This gracious anſwer, thus giuen him by her Gentlewoman, althogh 
it gaue ſome ſmall contentment to the poore languiſhing lover : yet hee 
{aw no aſſured ſigne whereonto ſettle his reſolue,but his hopes vanithed 
away in ſmoake, as faſt as opinion bred them in his braine. And glad- 
ly he would haue giuen ouer all further amorous ſolicitings,but by ſome 
private perſwaſions of her meſſage ſent him, which in time might ſo ad» 
uance his ſeruices done for her ſake, as would deriue far greater favours 
fromher. VWhereupon, he omitted notime or place, bur as occaſion 
gauc him any gracious permiſhon, ſtill For her memoric,with his _ 

a3 y 


117 


No ell i. The third Day. 


——.—————————— — 


mm 
— — —— 


ly reſcuing her from the rauiſher, ſufficient to pleade his metite to her 
Father, and that (in equity) ſhe ought to bee his wife, by right both of 
Honour and Armes ; no man being able to deſerue her,as he had done. 

Solong he purſued her in this maner, that his ſpeeches ſeemed hate- 
full ro her, and deniſing how tobe free from his daily importunities, at 
length, in the habite of apoore Chamber-maide, ſheſecretly;departed 
out of the Court,wandering intothe ſolitary parts of the country;where 
ſhe entered into ſervice, and had the charge of keeping Sheepe. It may 
ſecme ſtrange,that a Kings onely daughter ſhould ſtray in ſuch ſorr,and 

deſpiſing Courtly life, betake herſelte to paines and ſeruility : but ſuch 

was her reſolution, and women delighting altogether in extremes ſparc 

no attempts to compaile their owne wils. Allthe Court was in an vp- 

rore {or the Ladies loſſe, the Father in no meane affliction, the Louers 

well-nerc beſide their wits, and euery one elſe moſt greeuouſly tormen- 

ted.that a Lady of ſuch worth ſhouldſo ſodainly be gone,and all puriuit 
| made after her,gaine no knowledge of her. 

Inthis high tide of ſorrow and diſaſter, what ſhall we ſay of the gen- 
tle Lord Ocharius ? What indgement can ſound the depthot his wofull 
extreamity? Fearing leaſt ſome other theete had now made a ſecond 
ſtealth of his Givine Goddeſle;z he muſt needs follow her againe, ſeeking 
quite throughout the world, neuer more rerurning backe ro the Court, 
nor tothe place of his owne abiding, vntillhectheard ridings of his Mi- 
{treſ]e,or ended his dayes in the ſearch of her. No Village, Town,Cot- 
tage, Caſte, or any placeelle of note or name, did hee leaue vnſought, 
but diligently he ſearched for Seric/ha ; ſtriving to get knowledpe, vnder 
what habit ſhe lined thus concealed, but all his labour was to no effect : 
which made him leaue the places ſo much frequented, and viſite theſo- 
lirtary deſert [hades, entering into all Caves and ruſticke habirations, 
whereon hee could faſten his cye, to ſeeke for the loſt Treaſure of his 
ſoule. 

On a day, as hee wandred along in aſpacious valley, ſeared betweene 
two plcalant hilies, taking delight ro heare the gentle murmure of the ri- 
uers, running by the (1des of rwo neighbouring rockes, planted with all 
kindle of trees, and very thickely ſpred with moſle: hee efpicd a flocke of 
Shcepe feeding on the graſſe, and not farre off from chem ſate a Maide 
{pinning on her Diſtaffe ; who having gor a ſight ot him, preſently couc- 
red her face witha veile. Loue, who fate as Sentinell both in the heart 
and eye of the gentle Norwegian Lord, as quickly diſconercd the ſubtil- 
ty of the faire Shephearddefle, enſtrufting the ſoule of Ochars, that 
thus ſhe hid her face, as couering not to be knowne : whereupon he ga- 

thered, that doubtleſſe this was ſhee, tor whom he hadde ſought with 
ſuch tedious travaile, and therefore going direftly vnto her, thus hee 
ſpake. 

Gentle Princeſſe; wherefore do you thus hide your ſelfe from mee? 
Why do you haunt theſeretreats and deſolate abodes, having power to 
commaund ouer infinite men, that cannot liuc but by your, preſence ? 
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\Vhat hath moued you Madame,to flye from company,to dwel a mong 


deſert Rockes, and ſerucasaſlauc, toſuch as are no way worthy of your 
ſcruice ? Why do youforſake apotent King, whoſe onely daughter and 
hope you arc; leauing your countrey and royalltraine of Ladics, and ſo 
farte abaſing your ſelfe, to liuc inthe deiedcd ſtate of aſcruant, and to 
{ome ruſticke clowne or peazant ? Vhat reaſon haue you, to deſpiſe ſo 
many worthy Lords, that dearely loue and honor you, but (aboue them 
all) your poore {laue Ochari , who hath no ſpare of his owne life, for 
the ſafery of yours, and alſo for the defence of your honor? Royal maid, 
| am the ſame man that deliuered you from the villaine,vvho would haue 
violated your faive chaſliry ; and fincethen, hane nor ſpared any payne 
ortrauell in your ſearch : tor whoſe loſle, King Sewaldeis in extreme an- 
ouiſh, the Danes in mourning habites, and Ocharus cuen at the doore of 
Jearh,being no way able to endure your abſence. 

Are you ofthe minde, worthy Madame, that I haue not hitherto de- 
ſcrucd ſo much as one good looke or glance of your eye, in recompence 
of fo many good & loyal! ſeruices?It Alas! I am neither rauiſher,nor de- 
mander of any vniuſt requeſts, or elſe inciuill in my motions : I may me- 
tit oneregarg of my Miitreſle. I require onely ſo filly a tauour, that her 
cyes may pay me the wages for all which I hauc hicherro done in her ſer- 
nice. What would you do Madam, ifI were an 1importunare ſolicitor, 
and requeſted farre greater matters of you,in iuſt recompence of my la- 
þours ? I do not deſire, that you ſhould embrace me . I am not ſo bold, 
as to requeſt a kille of SericFhaes, more then immortall lips. Nor doe I 
couet, that ſhe ſhould any otherwiſe cntreate mee, then with ſuch ſcue- 
rity as beſcemethſo great a Princeſſe. [ aske no more, bur onely to cle- 
vate your chaſte eyes, and grace me with onelittle looke, as being the 
man, who for his vertue and loyall aftetion, hath deſerued more then 
that fauour, yea, a much greater and excellent recompence, Can you 
then be ſo cruell, as todenic me ſo ſmall athing, without regarde of the 
maine debt, wherein you ſtand engaged to your Ochars ? 

The Princeſle perceiving that it auailed nothing to conceale hir ſelte, 
being by him ſo apparantly diſcoucred; began now to ſpeake (which ſhe 
had neuer done betore, either to him, or any other of her amorous ſu- 
ters) anſwering him in this manner . Lord Orharws, it might ſuffice you, 
that your importunity made me forſake my Fathers Court, andcauſerh 
meto live in this abaſed condition, which I purpoſe to proſecute all my 
lite time or ſolong (attheleaft) as you, and ſuch as you are, purſue 
meſo fondly as you haue preſumed ro do. For Iamreſolued, neuerto 


fauour you any otherwite, then hitherto I hage done ; defiring you ther- | 


fore, that Serihawanting an Interpreter to tell you her wil,you would 
now recciue ir from her owne mouth, determining ſooner to dye, then 

alter a jor ofher intended purpoſe. 
Ocharis hearing this vnwelcome anſwer,was cuen vpon the point to 
hauc {laine himſelfc: buryer, not to loſe the name ofavaliant man,orto 
be thought of an effeminate or cowardly ſpirite, that a Woman ſhould 
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force him to an ae, ſo farre vnfitting tor a man of his ranke ; hee tooke 


his leaue of her, ſolemnly promiſing, not to forget her further purſuite, 
bur at all times to obey her ſo long as he liued, although her commaung 
was very hard for him to endure. So hee departed chence, not vntothe 
Court, ſhe being not there, that had the power to cnioynehis preſence: 
but home to his owne houſe, where he was no ſooner arriued,but he be. 
gan to waxe wearie of his former folly zaccuſing bimſcltc of great indif. 
cretion, for ſpending ſo much time in vaine, and in her ſervice, who yr. 
rerly deſpiſed him, and all his endeuours which he vndertooke. 'Hebe- 
gan to accuſe her of great ingratitude, laying over-much reſpe& vppon 
her vertue, tohauc no fecling ar all of his loyall ſuffcriogs ; but merely 
made a mockery of his martyrdome. Heereupon, he concluded to giue 
ouer all further affeQion, to languiſh no longer for her ſake, that hated 
him and all his aCtions. 

\\ hile he continued intheſe melancholly paſhons,the Princeſſe,who 
al this while had perſiſted in ſuch ſtrict ſcucrity, as aſtoniſhed the cou- 
rages of her ſtouteſ? ſeruants z conſidering (more deliberately) onthe 
ſincere affection of Ocharus, and that vertue onely made him the friend 
to her modeſty, and not wanton or laſciuious appetite; ſhe fclta willing 
rcadineſle in her ſoule, to gratifie him in ſome worthy manner, and to 
recompencc ſome part of his trauailes. VW hich to efte&, ſhe reſolued 
to follow him (in ſome counterfeite habirc)cuen to the place of his own 
abiding, to try, if cafily he could rake knowledge of her, whom ſo lately 
he ſaw in the garments of a Shephearddefſe. Being thus minded, ſhee 
went to her Miſtrefle whom ſhe ſerued, and who had likewiſe ſeen Lord 
Ocharus (of whom ſhe had perfe& knowledge)when hee conferred with 
the Shephearddefle, and enquiring the caufe, why hee reſorted in that 
manner to her;Serictha returned her this anſwer. 

Miſtreſſe, I make no doubt, bur you will be ſomewhat amazed, and 

(perhaps) can hardly credit when you heare, that ſhe who now ſcructh 
you in the poore degree of Shephearddeſlc, is the onely daughter to S- 
walde King of che Dares: for whoſe louc, ſo many great Lords haue con- 
tinually laboured ; and that I onely attracted hither Ocharws, the Noble 
Sonne of valiant Zebonirzs, to wander in theſe ſolitary deſerts, to finde 
out her that fled from him, and helde him in as high difdaine, as I did all 
the reſt of his tellow riuals. But if my words may not heerein ſufficiently 
aſſure you, I would aduiſe you, to ſend where Ocharus dwelleth, & there 
make further enquiry of him, to the end that you may notimagine mea 
lyar. If my ſpeeches do otherwiſe prevaile with you, and you remain al- 
lured, that I am ſhe, whom your Noble neighbour ſo deerely affeQeth, 
albeit [ neuer made any account at all of him: then I do carncſlly intreat 
you, ſo much to ſtand my friend, as to prouide ſome conuenient means 
for me, whereby I may paſſe vnknowne to the Caſtle of Ocharus, tore- 
uenge my ſelte on his ciuill honeſty, & ſmile at him hereafter, if he prouc 
not ſo clecrely ſighted, as ro know her being neeres him, whom he vaun- 
teth co louc abouc all women clſc, 
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| The good Countrey-woman heating theſe wordes, and perceyuing 
that ſhe had the Princeſſe in her houſe, of whoſe ſpeeches ſhe made nor 
any doubr, in regard of her ſtout countenance, granity, and faire detmea- 
nor, began to relliſh ſomething in her minde, tarre differing from mar- 
'er of common vnderſtanding, and therfore roundly replied in this kind 
of language. 

Madam (for ſeruant I mayno longer call you) I make no queſtion to 
the contrary, but chat you are deriued of high birth ; hauing obſerued 
your behauiour, and womanly carriage: And fo much the more I re- 
maine aſſured thereof, having ſeene ſuch greathonor done vnto you by 
the Noble Lord, and worthy Varriour Ocharws: wherefore, itlicth nor 
mn my power, to impeach your deſlejgnes, muchleſle to talke of your 
longer ſeruice, becauſe you arethe Princeſſe SeridFha, whom I am to 
pertorme all humble durie vnto, as being one of your meaneſt ſubjeQts. 
And although you were not ſhee, yerwauldI notpreſume any way to 
offend you, inregarde of the true and vertuous loue, which that good 
Knight Ochar#sleemeth to beare you. It my company bee needefull for 
you, | beſcech you to accept it : ifnot, take whatſocuer is mine, which 
may ay way ſted you for, to make you paſſe ynknowne, I can and will 
prouide ſufhciently, euen to your own contentment, and in ſuch ſtrange 
manner, as Ochar:s (were he neuer ſo cleerely ſighted) ſhalbe deceived, 
you being attired in thoſe faſhion garments, which hcerc in theſe parts 
ace viſually worne. 

Seriftha being wonderouſly ioyfull at her anſwer ſuffred hir to painr, 
or rather ſoile her faire face, with the juice ot diners hearbes and rootes, 
and cloathed her in ſuch an habite as thoſe women vſec to weare that liue 
inthe mountaines of Norway, vpon the ſea-coaſt fronting Great-Britain. 

\cing thus diſguiſed, confidently ſhe went,to beguile the eic of her dea- 
reſt friend, and ſo to returne backe againe from him, hauing affoorded 
him ſuch a ſecrer fauour, in requitall ofhis honourable ſeruices ; deliue- 
ring her out ofſo great a danger, and comming ta viſite herin ſo ſolita- 
riealife. Nor would ſhe have the womans company any further, then 
till ſhe came within the ſight of Ocharws his Caſtle ; where when ſhe was 
arriued (he being then abſent) the mother vnto the Noble Gentleman, 
gauc her courteous welcom ; and, notwithſtanding her groſle & home. 
ly ourward appearance, yet ſhe colle&ed by her countenance, that there 
was a matter of much more worth in her, then to bee a woman of baſc 
breeding. 

When Ocharr was returned home, he received advertiſement by his 
mother, concerning the arriuall of this ſtranger, when as ſodainely his 
ſoulc halfe perſwaded him, of ſome kinde courrteſie to proceede from his 
lweet rebell, pretending now ſome feigned excuſe, in recompence of all 
his trauailes, and paſſed honeſt offices. Obſcruing all her a&ions and 
geſtures, her wonted rigour neuer bending one jot, or gaue way to her 
eycto looke vpon any man ; he grew the berter aſſured, that ſhe was the 
daughter to King Shyalde, Yetfcigning to take no knowledge thereof, 


he 
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he berhought himſelfe of a queint policy, whereby to make triall, whe. 
ther ſecrer kindnefſe had conduRedthis Lady thither,or no,to conclude 
his rorments,and giue a final end to his grecuous afflitions, 

Vpon a watch-word giuen to his Mother, he pretended, and ſo cau. 
ſcd it to be noiſed through the houſe, that he was to marry avery hono- 
rable Lady ; which the conſtant and chaſte maide verily beleeucd ; and 
therefore gaue the more diligent attendance (2s a new-come ſeruant) 
ro ſee all things in due decency, asno one could expreſie herfſelfe more 
ready, becauſe ſhe eſteemed him abouec all other men. Yet ſuch was the 
obſtinate opinion ſhe conceiued of her owne preciſeneſle, as ſhe would 
rather ſuffer all the flames of loue, then expreſle the leaſt ſhew of deſire 
to any man living. Neuertheleſſe, ſhe was inwardly oficnded, that any 
other ſhould have the honour, to make her vaunt of enioying Ocharys ; 
whom (indeed)ſhe.coucted,and thought him only worthy in her heart, 
to be Son in law to the King of Denmarke. | 

Now, as the Mother was very ſeriouſly bufied in preparing the Ca- 

ſtle, for receiving the pretended Bride; ſhee employed her new Mayde 
(Seriftha 1 meane) as bulily as any of the reſt. In the meane while, Ocha- 
116 was laid vpon a bed, wel] noting all her carriage and behauiour, ſhee 
hauing alightcd Candle in her hand, without any Candleſticke to hoid 
itin. As all the feruants (both men and maids) wererunning haſtily fro 
placetoplace,ro cary ſuch occafions as they were commanded,the can- 
dle was conſumed ſoneere to Sericthaes fingers, that it burned bir hand. 
She, not to faile ajore in her height of mind, and to declare rhar her co- 
rage was invincible ; was ſo farre off from caſting away the ſmall ſnwufte 
which oftended her, that ſhe rather graſpr it the more ſtrongly , cucnto 
the enflaming of her owne fleſh,which gauelighr ro the reſt aboutrheir 
buſineſſe. A matter (almoſt) as marucllous, as the ate of the noble Ro- 
ane, who gaue his hand to be burned, in preſence of the Tuſcanc King, 
that had be{icdged Rome, Thus this Lady would needs make it apparant- 
ly knowne, by this generous aCte of hers, that her heart could not be en- 
flamed or conquered, by all the fires of concupiſcence, in ſuffcring ſo 
ſtourly and couragiovſly che burning of this mareriall fire, 

Ocharus, who (as we haue already faide) obſerued eucry thing that 
SericFha did ; perceiving that ſhe ſpake not one worde, albeit her hand 
burned in ſuch fierce maner, was much aſtoniſhed at her ſprightly mind. 
Aud as he was about to aduiſc her, to hurle away the fire ſo much offen- 
ding her; Cmioſitic (mcerely naturall vuto Women) made the La- 
dic lift vppe her eyes, to ſee (by ſtealth) whether her friend had no- 
tcd her inuincible conſtancy, or no. Heereby Ocharus won the honour 
of his long expected viRory; and leaping from off the bed, hee ranneto 
embrace her, not with any ſuch feare as he had formerly vied,in not da- 
ring ſo much as to touch her : but boldly now claſping his armes about 
her, he ſaid. Arthis inftant Madam, the King your Fathers decree isful- 


ly accompliſhed, for I am thefirſt man that cuer you lookt in the face,8: 
you arc onely mine, without making any longer reſiſtance. You are the 


Princcly Lady and wite, by meſo conſtantly loucd and rs 6 [ 
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hauc followed withſuchpainetull crauels , expoſing my life to infinite pe- 
rils in your ſeruice : you hauc ſecne and lookt on him , who neuer craued 
any thing of you, bur onely this fauour, whereof you cannot bereaue me 
againe becauſe the Gods themſclues, at ſuch time as I leaſt expected it, 
haue beſtowneir on me, as my deſerued recompence, and worthy rc- 
yard. 

| [n the delivery of theſe words, he kiſſed and embraced her a thouſand 
times, [hee not vling any great reliftance againſt him, bur onely as ſome- 
what offended with her ſelte, either for being fo raſh in looking on him,or 
ciſe for delaying his due merit ſo long; or rather, becauſe with her good 
will [hee had falne into the tranſgreſhon. Shee declared no violent or con- 
ecnding motion, as !oath ro continue ſo long in his ar mes; bur rather, eui- 
dent fignes of hearty contentment, yet in very balhtull and modeſt man- 

ner, willing enough to accept his louing kindneſle, yer not wandringtiom 

het wonted chaſte carriage. He being tauourably excuſed, for the outward 

expreſſion of bis amourous behauiour to her, andcertihed withall, that _ 
ſince the time of freeing her from the wretch, who fought the violating of 
her chaſtity, hee had entirely reſpe&ted him, (albeit, ro ſhun ſuſpition uf 
lightneſſe, and to win more afſurance, of what [hee credited (uthcicutly 

already,[hee continued her ſtifte opinion againſt him)yer alwaycs this rc- 

ſolution was ſer downe in her ſoule , neuer (with her will) ro haue any 0- 

ther Husband bur Ochars, who (abou all other) had beit delerued her, 

by his generolity,vertue, manly courage ,and valiancy; whercot he might 

the berrer aſſure himſelte, becauſe (ot her owne voiunrary diſpolition ) 

thee toilowed to find him our, not for any other occaſion, but to reuenge 
her lc\te (by this honeſt Office) for all that he had done or vndertaken, to 

winne the grace and loue of rhe King of Penmarkes Daughter, ro whom 
he preſeuted ſuch duritull ſeruice. 

Ochars, who would not looſe this happineſle, to be made King of all 
the Northerne lands, with more then athanktull heart, accepted all her 
gracious excuſes. And being deſirous wo waſte no longer time in vaine, 
le(t Fortune ſhould raile ſome new ſtragatem apainſt him, to diſpoſleile 
him of fo faire afelicity; left off his counterfer intended marriage,and ct- 
tected this in good earneſt , and was wedded to his mult eſteemed Se- 
r1tha. Nor long had theſe louers lived in the lawfull and facrcd rites of 
marriage, but King Siwalde was aduertifed, that his Davghte; had giuen 
her conſent to Ocharwus,and receiued him as her noble Husband. The par- 
ty was not a1jot diſpleaſingro him, hee thought him to be a worthy Son 
in Law,and the condition did ſufhciently excuſe the match;onely herein 
lay the errour and offence , that the marriage was ſollemnized withour 
his knowledge and conſent , he being not called thereto, orſo much as 
acquainting him therewith, which made him condemne Ochars of 0- 
uerbold arrogancy , he being ſuch a great and powerfull King, to be ſo 
"ghtly reſpetcdby his Subica , and eſpecially in the marriage of his 

aughter, 

But Seric#ha, who was now metamorphoſed from a maide to a wife, 

and 
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and had lyen a few nights by the fide of a Soldiour, was become much 
more valiant and aduenturous then ſhe was before. Shetook the matter 
in hand, went to her Father, who welcommed her moſt louingly,and fo 
pleaſing were her ſpeeches, carricd with ſuch wit and womanly diſcreti. 
on, that nothing wanted to approue what ſhe had done. Matters which 
he had neuer knowne, orſo much as heard of , were now openly reuea. 
Iced, how Ocharus had deliuered her from the rauiſher, what worthie re. 
ſpe& he then vſced towards her, and what honour he extended to herin 
the deſerts, where ſhe rended her flocke as a Shephearddeſſe, with manie 
other honourable aftions beſide : thatthe Kings anger became mildely 
qualified, and (o farre he entred into afte&tion, that he wouldnor do a- 
ny thing thence-forward,without the counſel] and aduiſe of his Sonne in 
Law, whom ſo highly he eſteemed, and liked fo reſpeCtiuely of him, and 
his race ; that his Queene dying, hee married with the Siſter to Ocharus, 
going band inhand with the gentle and modeſt Princefle Seriifha, 

] his Nouell of Dioners, was commended by all the company, and ſo 
much the rather, becauſe it was free from all folly and obſcarnnelile. And 
the Queene percciving, that as the Tale was ended, fo her dignitie muſt 
now be expired : ſhe tooke the Crowne of Laurell trom offher head. & 
praciouſly placed it on the head of Philoſtrates, ſaying ; The worthy Diſ- 
courlc of Dioncus, being out of his wonted wanton element, cauſeth mee 
(atthe reſignation of mine Authority) ro make choiſe ot him as our next 
Commander, who is beſt able to order andenſtruCt vs all ; and ſo I yceld 
both my place and honour to Philoſtratus, T hope with the good liking of 
all our afſiſtants : as plainly appeareth by their inſtant carriage towards 
him, with all their hearticſt loue and ſufferages. 

VWhereupon P#ilo/tratus, beginning to conſider on the charge com- 
mitted to his care, called the Maiſter of the houſhold, ro knowe in what 
eltate all matters were, becauſe where any detc& appeared, cueric thing 
might be the looner remedied, for the better ſatisfaction of the compa- 
ny,during the time ot his authority. Then returning backe to the aſſem- 
bly, thus he began. Louecly Ladies, I would hauc youto knowe, that 
ſince the time of ability in me, to diſtinguiſh betweene good and euill, I 
haue alwayes bene ſubie& (perhaps by rhe meancs of ſome beautic heere 
among vs) to the proud andimperious dominion of loue, with expreſſi- 
on of all duty, humility, and moſt intimare defireto pleaſe : yet all hath 
prooucd to no purpoſe, but ſtill I have bin reiccted for ſome other,wher- 
by my condition hath falne from ill co worſe, and ſo ſtill it is hkely , even 
to che houreotmy death. In which reſpe&, it beſt pleaſeth me, that our 
conferences to morrow, ſhal extend ro no other argument,bur only ſuch 
caſcsas are moſt conformable to my calamity,namely ofſuch,whoſeloue 
hath had vnhappy ending, becauſe I await no other iſſue of mine;nor wil- 
lingly would be called by any other name, but onely, the miſerable and 
vnfortunate Louer. 

Hauing thus ſpoken, he aroſe againe; granting leaue to thereſt, to rc- 
create themſclues till ſupper time, The Garden was very faire and ſpaci- 

ous, 
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ous, affoording large limits for their ſeuerall walkes; the Sun being alrca- 
dy ſo low deſcended, that it could not be offenſiue to any one, the Con- 
nics, Kids, and young Hindes skipping cuery where about then, to their 
no meane pleaſure and contentment. Dioners & Fiammetta, fatc {ingiug 
together, of Meſsire Guizlielmo and the Lady of Veriue. Philomena and 
Pamphilus playing at the Cheſle, allſporting themſclues as beſt they 

1exſed. But the houre of Supper being come, and the Tables coucred 
about the faire fountaine, they ſate downe and ſupt in moſt louing man- 
ner. Then Philoitratus, not to ſwerue fromthe courſe which had becne 
obſerued by the Queenes before him, fo ſoone as the Tables were taken 
away, gaue command, that Madam Laurer thould beginne the dance, 
and likewiſeto ſinga Song. My gracious Lord (quoth ſhee) I can kill 
ofno other Songs, but onely a pecce of mine owne, which I haue alrea- 
dy learned by heart, & may well beſeeme this faire aſſembly:if you pleaſe 
to allow of that, I am ready to performe it with all obedience. Lady, re- 
plyedrhe King, you your ſclte being ſo faire and loucly, ſo needs mult be 
whatſocuer commeth from you, therefore let vs heare ſuch as you haue. 
Madam Lauretta, giuing enſtruction to the Chorus, prepared,and began 


in this manncr. 


The Song. 


N? ſoule ſo comfortleſſe, 

Hath more cauſe to expreſſe, 
Like woe and heauineſſe, 

As Ipoore amorous Maide. 


He that did forme the Heanens and euery Starre, 
Made me 5 beſt him pleaſed, 

Lonely and gracious, no Element at iarre, 

Or elſe in gentle breaſts to mooue ſterne Warre, 
But to haute ſtrifes appeaſed 

where Beauties eye ſhould make the deepeſt ſcarre. 
And yet when all things are confeit , 
Neuer 45 any ſoule diſtreit, 
Like mine poore amorous Maide, 


No ſoule ſo comfortleſſe,756. 


There Was 4 time, when once I was helde deaxe, 
Bleſt were thoſe happy dayes - 
Numberleſſe Loue-ſuites whiſþred in mine eare, 
All of faire hope, but none of deſperate feare ; 
And all ſuns Beauties praiſe. 
Why ſhould blacke clowaes obſcure ſo bright acleare ? 
And why ſhould others ſwimme intoy, 
And no heart drowned m annoy, 
Like mine poore amorous Maide ? 


No foule ſo comfortleſſe,Cyc. Welt 
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wellmay I curſe that ſad and diſmall day, = 
hea in nkinde exchange ; 
Another Beauty did my hopes betray, 
And ſtole my deareſt Loue from me away : 
Which 1thoughtwery ſtrange, 
Conſidering vowes were paſt, and what elſe may 
Aſſure 4 loyall Mardens tru#t, 
Neuer was Louer ſo uniuit, 
Like wine poore amorons Maide, 


No ſoule ſo comfortleſſe,e5 c. 


Come then kinde Death, and finiſh all my woes, 
Thy helpe is now the beit. 
Come louely Nymphes, lend hands mine eyes to cloſe, 
And let him wander whereſoere he goes, 
Vaunting of mine unreſt ; 
Beguiline others by hus treacherous ſhowes. 
Graue on my Monument , 
No true loue was worſe ſpent, 
Then minepcore amorons Maiae, 


No ſoule ſo comfortleſſe,g7c. 


So did Madam Laurettafiniſh her Song, which beeing well obſerued of 
them all, was vnderſtood by ſome in diuers kinds : ſome alluding it one 
way,& others according totheir own apprehenſions,bur all conſenting, 
that both it was an excellent Ditty, well deuiſed,and moſt ſweetly ſung, 
Afterward, lighted Torches being brought, becauſe the Stars had alrea* 
dy richly ſpangled all the heauens, andthe fit houre of reſt approaching : 
the King commanded them all to their Chambers, where wee meane to 
leaue them vntill the next morning. 


The Endof the Third Day: 


—— a" 


The Fourth Day. 
Ly I herein all the ſeuerall Diſcourſes, are vnder the 


Gouernment of Honourable Philoſtratus : And concerning ſuch perſons, 
whoſe Lones haue had ſacceſſeleſſe ending. 


The Induction vnto the enſuing 
Nouelles. 


F= 31] Oſt worthy Ladies, I have alwayes heard, as well 


[8 BEGS by the ſayings of the iudicious, as alſo by mine 
He owne obſeruation and reading, that the impetus 
Al 8+ ous and violent windes of enuy, do (1i1dome blow 


rurbulently ; but on the higheſt Towers and tops 
ofthe trees moſt eminently aduanced. Yer (in 


ved; becautc, by firiuing with wy very vetermoſt 
endcauour, to ſhunne the outrage of thoſe implacable winds ; I hauc la- 
boured to go, not onely by plaine and euen pathes, but hkewite through 
the deepeſt vallies. As very ealtly may be ſcene and obſcrued in the rea- 
ding of theſe few ſmall Nouels, which I have written not only in our vul- 
gar Florentine proſe, without any ambitious title : bur alſo in a moſt hum- 
ble ſtile, ſo low and gentle as poſſhivlyI could. And although I haue bene 
rudely ſhaken, yea, almoſt halfe vnroored, by the extreame agitation of 
thoſe bluſtering winds, and torne in peecesby that baſe back-birergenvy: 
yet haue I not (tor al} that) diſcontinued, or broken any part of mine in- 
tended enterprize. \Wherefore, I cat ſufficiently witnefle(by mine owne 
comprehenſion) the ſaying ſo much obſerued by the wiſe, to bee moſt 

true ; That noching is without enuy in this world, but miſery onely. 
Among variety of opinions, faite Ladies ; fome, ſecing theſe Nouel- 
tics, ſpared hot to ſay ; That I haue bene ouer-pleaſing to you, and wan- 
dered too farre from mine reſpec, imbaſing my credit and repute, by de- 
| lighting my ſelfe roo curiouſly, for the fitting of your honours, and haue 
extolled your worth too much, with addition of worſe ſpeeches then I 
meane to vtter. Others, ſeeming to expreſſe more maturity of iudgment, 
haue likewiſe ſaid, That it was very vnſutcable for my yeares, to meddle 
with womens wanton pleaſures, or contend to delight you by the verie 
leaſtofmy labors. Many more, making ſhew of affeQing my good fame 
and eſteeme, ſay ; I had done much more wiſely, trohauc keprmee with 
the Muſes at Parwaſſzs, then ro confound my ſtudies with ſuch effemi- 
nate follies - Some orher beſide, ſpeaking more deſpightfully then dif- 
creetly, ſaide ; I ha&dedared more humanity, in ſeeking means for mine 
owne maintenance, and wherewith'to ſupportmy continual neceſsities, 
bh then 


. 4 mine opinion)I haue found my lelte much deceet- 
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then to glut the worlde with gullevies, and teede my hopes with nothing 
but winde. And others, to calumniate my trauailes,would make you be. 
leeue, that ſuch matters asI have ſpoken of, are meerly diſguiſed by me, 
and figured in a quite contrary nature, quite from the courſe as they arc 
related. VWhercby you may percciue (vertuous Ladies) how while | 1a- 
bour in your ſeruice, I am agitated and molleſted with theſc bluſterings, 
and bitten even to the bare bones, by the {harpe and venomous teeth of 
enuy ; all which (as heauen beſt knoweth) I gladly endure,and with good 
COUragc. 

Naw. albeit it belongeth onely to you, to defend me inthis deſperate 
extremity ; yet, notwithſtanding all their vemoſt malice, I will make no 
ſparc of my belt abilities, and, without anſwering them any otherwiſe 
then is ficting, will quickely keepe their {landers from mine cares, With 
ſome (leight reply, yet not deſeruing tobe dreamt on. For I apparantly 
percciue, that(hauing not already attained to the third part of my Pains) 
they are growne to ſo great a number, and preſuine very ftarre vppon my 
patience : tney may cnc reale, except they be repulledin the beginning, 
to luch an infinitic before I can reach to the end, as with their verie leaſt 
paines taking, they will linke me to the bottomleſle depth, if your ſacred 
forces (which are great indeede) may not ſerue tor me in their reſiſtance, 
But betore I come to anſwer any one of them, I willrelate a Talc in mine 
owne favours yctnot a whole T ale, becauſe it (hall not appeare, that I 
purpole to mingle mine, among thoſe which are to procced from acom- 
pany ſo commendabic. Onely I will reporta parcell thercof, to thecnd, 
that what remaineth vntold,may ſufficiently expreſle,itis notto be num- 
bred among the reſt to come. | 

By way then of tamuliar diſcourſe,andſpeaking to my malicious detra- 
Qors, [ lay,that a long while fjnce,there liucd in our City, a Citizen who 
was named Phulrppo Ba/duccio, a man but of meane condition, yet veric 
wealthy, well qualified,and expertin many things appertaining vnto his 
calling. He had a wite whom he loued.molt intirely, as ſhe did him, lea- 
ding together a ſweet and peaceablc lite, ſtudying on nothing more, then 
how to pleaſe cach other murvally. It came to paſle,that as all lcſh muſt, 
the good woman left rhis wretched litc for a better, leauing one onely 
ſonne to her husband, about the age of two yeares. The husband remai- 
ned ſo diſconſolate for the loſle of his kinde Wife, as no man. poſsibly 
could be more ſorrowfull, becauſe he had loſt the onely iewell of his toy. 
And being thus diuided from the company which he moſt eſteemed : he 
determined alſo to ſeparate himſelfe from the world addicting al his cn- 
deuours to the ſeruice of God; and applying his yong ſonne likewiſe, to 
the ſameholy exerciſes. Having giuen away all his goods for Gods ſake, 
he departed to the Mountaine Aſinais, where he made him a ſmall Cell, 
andlived there with his little ſonne, onely vpon charitable almes, in ab- 
ſtinence and prayer, forbearing to ſpeak ofany worldly occafions,or let- 
ting the Lad ſee any vaine/ſight : but conferred with bim continually, on 
the glorics of crernall life, of God and his Saints, and teaching iy no: 

eling 
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him any other p701D. 
The good old man vled divers times to go to Florence, where having 


receiued(according ro his opportunities) the almes of divers well di ſpo- 
ſcd people,he rerfirned backe againe to his hermitage. Ir fortuned, that 
the boy being now abour cightcene yeeres olde, and his Father growne 
very aged; he demanded of him one day, whether hee went ? Whercin 
the old man truly reſolued him : whereuppon, the youth thus ſpake vnto 
him. Father,you are now growne very aged,and hardly can endure ſuch 
painfull rraucll : why do you not let me 8o to Florence, that by makin 
meknowne to your well difpoſed friends, ſuch as are deuoutly addidted 
both to God, and you ;I, who am young, and better able to endure tra- 
uaile then you are, may go thither to ſupply our neceſhries, and you take 
:our eale in the mean while ? The aged man,perceiving the great growth 
of his Sonne, and thinking him co be fo well inſtruted in Gods ſervice , 
a5 no wordly vanities could eafily allure him from ic; did not diflike the 
Lads honeſt motion, but when he went next to Florence, tooke him thi- 
ther along with him. 

When he was there, and had ſcene the goodly Palaces, Houſes, and 
Churches, with all other fights to be ſcene in ſo populous a Cittie: hee 
began greatly ro wonder at them, as one that had neuer ſeene them be- 
fore, atleaſt within the cormpaſle of his remembrance; demanding many 
things of his Father, both what they were, and how they were named: 
wherein the old man ſtill relvlued him. The anſwers ſeemed to content 
him highly, and caufed him to proceede on in further queſtionings , ac- 
cording ſtill as they found freſh occaſions: till at the laſt, they mer with 
atroope of very beautifull women, going on in ſeemely manner toge- 
ther, as returning backe from a Wedding. No ſooner did the youth be- 
hold them, but he demanded of his Farher,what things they were;wher- 
tothe olde man replyed thas. Sonne, caſt downe thy lookes vnto the 
oround, and donot fceme to ſceerhem atall, becauſe they are bad things 
to behold. Bad things Father? anſwered the Lad: How do you call them? 
The good olde man, notto quicken any concupilcible appetite in the 
young boy,or any inclinable deſire to ought but goodnefle: would nor 
rexmerhem by their propername of Women, bur tolde him that they 
were called young Gozlings. 

Heere grew a matter ot no meane meruaile, that hee] who had neugr 
ſeene any women before now; appearednot to reſpe the faire Chur- 
ches, Palaces, goodly horſes, Golde, Siluer, or any thing elſe which he 
had ſcene ; bur, as fixing his affeQion onely vpon this ſighr, ſodainly ſaid 
tothe old man. Good Father, doſo much tor me, as to let mehaue one 
of theſe Gozlings. Alas Sonne (replyed the Father) holde thy peace I 
pray thee, and do notdefire any ſuch naughty thing. Then by way ofde- 
mand, hethus proceeded faying. Father, are theſe naughty things made 
ofchemſclues ? Yes Sonne, anſwered the old man. I know nor Father 
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(quoth the Lad) what youmeanc by naughtineſſe, nor why theſe good ly 
things ſhould be ſo badly rermed; but in my iudgement,I haue not ſcene 
any thing ſo faire and pleaſing in mine eye, as theſe are, who excell thoſe 
painted Angels, which heere inthe Churches you haue ſhewn me, And 
therefore Father, if cither you loue me, or haue any care of me, let mee 
haue one of theſe Gozlings home to our Cell, where we can make means 
ſufficient for her feeding. I will not (ſaid the Father) beſo much thine e- 
nemy, becauſe neither thou, or 1, can rightly skill of their feeding. Per- 
cciung preſently, that Nature had farre greater powerthen his Sonnes 
capacity and vnderſtanding z which made him repent, for fondly bring. 
ing his ſonne to Florence. 

Having gone ſo farre inthis fragment ofa Tale, I am content topauſe 
heere, and will returne againe to them of whom I ſpake before; I meane 
my enuious deprauers : (ach as haue ſaide (faire Ladies) that 1 am doy- 
ble blame-worthy, in ſeckingto pleaſe you, and that you are alſo over- 
pleaſing ro me; which freely I confeſle before allthe world, thatyou are 
ſingularly pleaſing ro me, and have ſtrouen how to pleaſe you effeRu- 
ally, I would demand of them (if they ſeeme ſo much amared heereat,) 
conſidering, I neuer knew what belonged to true-louc kiſſes, amorous 
embraces, and their deleQable fruition, ſo often received from your gra- 
ces; but onely that I haue ſeene, and do yet daily behold, your commen- 
dable conditions, admired beauties, noble adornments by nature, and 
(aboue all the reſt)your womenly and honeſt conuerſation, Ifhee thar 
was nouriſhed,bred,and educated, on a ſauage ſolitary Mountain ,with- 
in the confines of a poore ſmall Cell, having no other company then his 
Father : Ifſuch a one, I ſay, vppon the very fiſt ſight of your ſexe, could 
ſo conſtantly confeſſe, that women were onely worthy of affeRion, and 
the obic& which (aboue all things elſe)he moſt defired;why ſhould theſe 
contumelious ſpirits {vo murmure againſt me, teare my 267 5a with their 
teeth, and wound my reputation to the death, becauſe your vertues are 
pleaſing to mee, and I cndeauour likewiſc to pleaſe you with my vtmoſt 
prone ? Neuer had the auſpitious heauens allowed me life, but onely to 

oue you zand from my very infancic, mine intentions hauc alwaics bene 
that way bent : feeling what vertuc flowed from your faire cies, vnder- 
ſtanding the mellifluous accents of your ſpeech , whereto the enkindled 
flames of your ſighes gaue no meane grace. But remembring eſpecially, 
that nothing could fo pleaſe an Hermite, as your divine perfe@ions, an 
vanurtured Lad,without vnderſtanding, and little differing from a meerc 
brutiſh beaſt: vndoubtedly, whoſocuer loueth not women, and defireth 
to be afteed ofthem againe z may well be ranked among theſe women- 
baters, ſpeaking our of cankred ſpleene, and vtterly ignorant of the ſacred | 
power (as alſo the vertue) ofnaturall affe ion, whercofthey ſeeming o |. 
carcleſle, the like am I oftheir deprauing, 

Concerning them that touch me with mine age; Do not they know, 
that alchough Lecks haue white heads,yet the blades ofthem are alwaics 


greene? Bur referring themto their flours and taunts,l anſwer thar I ſhal 


neucr 
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reuerhold it any diſparagement to mee, ſolong as nlly life endureth, ro 


delight my ſelfe with thoſe exerciſes, which Guido Caualconts , and Dante 
435hieri, already aged, as alſo Meſſer Cno de Piſtoia, older then either of 
them both, held to be their chiefeſt honour . And were it not a wande. 
ring t00 farre from our preſent argument, I wouldalledge Hiſtories to 
:pprooue my words, full of very ancientand famous men, who in the ri- 
pelt maturity of all their time, were carctully ſtudjovs for the contenting 
of women, albcit theſe cock-braines neither know the way how to do it, 
nor are ſo wiſe as to learne it. 

Now, for my dwelling at Parnaſſis with the Muſes, I confefſe their 
counlell ro be very good : but wee cannot alwayes continue with: them, 
nor they with vs. And yet nevertheleſſe, when any man departeth from 
them, they delighting themſelues, to ſce ſuch things as may bee thought 
like chem, do not thercin deſerueto be blamed. Wee, finde it recorded, 
that the Muſes were women,and albeit women cannot equall the perfor- 
m:ince of the Mules ; yet in their very prime aſpe&, they haue a liuely re- 
ſcmblance with the Muſes: fo that, if women were pleaſing for nothing 
elſe, yet they ought ro be generally pleaſing in that reſpe&t. Beſide all 
this, women haue bin the occaſion of my compoſing a thouſand Verfſes, 
whereas the Mules ncuer cauſed me to make fo much as one. Veric true 
itis, that they gaue me good aſliſtance,and taught me how I ſhold com- 
polethem, yea, and direed me1n writing of theſe Nouels, And: how 
baſely ſocuer they iudge of my ſtudies, yer haue the Muſes never ſcorned 
to dwell with me, perhaps for the reſpeRiue ſeruice,and honourable re- 
ſemblance of thoſe Ladies with themſclues, whoſe vertues I have nor 
ſparcd to commend by them. Wherefore, inthe compoſition of theſe 
varicties, I haue nor ſtrayed ſo farre from Parnaſſus, nor the Muſes ; as in 
their ſilly coniectures they imagine. 

But what ſhall I ſay to them, who take ſo great compaſſion on my po- 
vertic, as they aduiſe me to get ſomething,wherconto make wy liui'g ? 
Aſſuredly, I know not what to ſay in this caſe,cxcept by due confiderati- 
on wade with my (clfe, how they would anſwer mee, itneccſlitie ſhould 
driuc me to craue kindnefle of them ; queſtionles, they would then ſay : 
Goe, ſeeke comfort among thy fables and follies.;YertI would haue them 
know, that poore Pots hauc alwayes found more among their fables & 
fictions; then many rich men cuer could do, by ranſacking all their bags 
of treaſure. Beſide, many other might be ſpoken of, who made their age = 
and times to flouriſh, meecrely by their inuentions and fables: whereas on 
the contrary , agreat.number of other bulier braines, ſeeking to gaine 
more then would ſerue them to live on; have vtterly runne vppon their 
owne ruine, and ouerthrowne themſclues for euer. VVhat ſhovld Ifay 
more? To ſuch men, as arc either ſo ſuſpitious oftheir owne charitie, or 
ot my neceſſity, whenſocucr it ſhall happen: I can anfwere (I thanke my 
God for it) with the Apoſtle zIknow how to abound, & how to abate, 
yea,how to endure both proſperity and want ; and therefore, let no man 
be morecarcfu]l ofme, then I am of my ſelfe. ; 
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For them that are ſo inquiſitiue into my diſcourſes, to haue a further 
conſtruion of them, then agrees with my meaning,or their own good 
manners, taxing me with writing one thing, but intending another , | 
could wiſh, that their wiſedom would extend fo farre, as but to compare 
them with their originals, to finde them a iot diſcordant from my wri- 
ting; and then I would freely confeſle, that they had ſome reaſonto re. 
prehend me, and I ſhould endeuour to make them amends. But vneill 
they can touch me with any thing elſe, but words onely ; I muſtlet them 
wander in their owne giddy opinions, and followe the courſe proieced 
to my ſelfe, ſaying of them, asthey do of me. 

Thus holding them all ſufficiently anſwered for this time, Iſay (moſt 
worthy Ladics) that by heauens affiſtance and yours, whererto 1 onely 
leane : I will proceede on, armed with patience; and tyrnivg my backe 
againſt theſe impetuous windes, lerthem breath ill they burſt, becauſe 1 
ſcenorhing can happen to harme me, bur onely the venting of their ma- 
lice. For the rougheſt blaſtes, do but raiſe the ſmalleſt duſt from off the 

ground, driving it from one place to another; or, carrying itvp tothe 
aire, many times itfalleth Cowne againe 0n mens heads, yea, vpon the 
Crownes of Emperors and Kings, and ſometimes on the higheſt Palaces 
and tops of Towers ; from whence, it it chanceto deſcend again by con- 
erarie blaſts, it can light no lower, then whence it came at the firlk. And 
therefore, if cuer I ſtroue to pleaſe you with my vttermoſt abilities in a- 
ny thing, ſurely I muſt now contend to expreſſe it more then ever. For,l 
know right well, that no man can ſay with reaſon, except ſorne ſuch as 
my ſelfe, who loue and honour you, that we do any otherwiſe then as na- 


_xure hath commanded vs z andtorefiſt her lawes, requires a greater and 


more powertull ſtrength then ours : and the contenders againſt her ſu- 
preaine priuiledges, haue either laboured meerely in vaine, or elſe incur- 
red their owne bane. VVhich ſtrength, I freely confefſe my ſelfe not to 
haue, neither couet ro be poſleſſed of itin this caſe: but if I had it, I wot\ 
rather lend it to ſome other, then any way to vſe it on mine own behalte. 
Wherefore, I would aduiſethem that thus checke and controule mee, to 
giuc ouer, and be {ilent ; and if their cold humors cannot learneto loue, 
let them liue ſtill in their froſtie complexion,delighting theſelues in their 
corrupted appetites : ſuffering me ro enioy mine owne.,for the litle whilc 
I haue to liue ; and this is all thekindneſle I require of then. 

Butnow it istime (bright beaurics) corerurne whence we parted, and 
ro follow our former order begun, becauſe it mzy leeme we haue wandc- 
red too farre. By this time the Sun had chaſed the Starre-light fromthe 
heauens, and the ſhadie moiſture from the ground, when Philoſtratus the 
King being riſen, all the company aroſe likewiſe. When being come 1n- 
tothe goodly Garden, they ſpent the time in varietic of ſports, dining 
where they hadſuptthe night before. And atterthatthe Sun was at his 
higheſt, and they had refreſhed their ſpirits with alittle lumbering, they 
late downe (according to cuſtome) about the faire Fountaine. And then 
the King commanded Madam Fiammers, that ſhe ſhould giue beginning 
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©o the dayes Nouels :when ſhe,without any longer delaying, be gan L | 
this gracious manner. 


T ancrede, Prince of Salerne, cauſed the amorous friend of his daughter to be 
Laine, and ſent her his heart in a cup of Gold : which afterward ſhe ſteeped 
114 impoyſoned water, and then drinkin tt, ſo dyed, 
The firſt Nouell, 
herein is declared the power of Loue, and heir cynelty inſily reprehended, 
who imaoine to make the Vi2our thereof ceaſe, by abuſin? or killing one of 
the Louers, 


S11V R King (moſt Noble and vertnous Ladies) hath 
P1rhis day £iuen vs aſubicct, very rough and (tearne 
ro diſcourſe on,and ſo much the rather,1t we con- 
1der, that we are come hither ro be merry & plea- 
fant, where ſad Tragicall reports are no way ſute- 
ible, eſpecially, by reuiuing rhe reares of others, 
'o bedew our owne checkes withall, Nor can any 
Fuch argument be ſpoken of, without mouing com 
Paihon both in the reporters, and hearers.Bur (perhaps) it was his high- 
neſle pleaſure, to moderate the delights which we haue already had. Or 
whatſocuer elſe hath prouoked him thereto , ſeeing it is not lawfull for 
mee, to alter or contradi his appointment; I will recount an accident 
very pittitull, or rather moſt vnfortunare, and well worthy to bee graced 
with our teares. 
Tancrede, Prince of Salerne (which City, before the Conſulles of Rowe 
held dominion in that part of 1raly, ſioode free, and thence (perchance) 
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rooke the moderne title of a Principality) was a very humane Lord, and 
of ingenious nature z if, in his elder yeares, he had not ſoiled his hands in 
the blood of Louers, eſpecially one of them, being both neere and deere 
vnto him. So itfortuned,that during the whole lite time ofthis Prince, 
he had but one onely daughter (albeir it had bene much better, if he had 
had none at all) whom he ſo choiſely loued and eſteemed, as never was 
any childe more dcerely affefted of a Father : and ſo farre extended his 
ouer-curious reſpect of her, as he would (i)dome admit her to be foorth 
ot his ſight 3 neither would he ſufter her to marry, although ſhe had our- 
ſtepr (by diuers yeares) the age meete for marriage . Neuertheleſle, ar 
length, he matched her with the Sonne to the Duke of Capua, who liued 
no long while with her ; but lefther ina widdowed eſtate, and then ſhee 
returned home to her father againe. 

This Lady, had allthe molt abſolute perfeQions, both of fanour and 
feature, as could be withed in any woman, yong, queintly diſpoſed, and 
of admirable vnderſtanding, more (perhappes) then was requiſite in ſo 
weake a bodice. Continuing thus in Court withthe King ber Father,who 
loued her beyond all hisfururc hopes; lixe a Lady of great and plorious 
magnificence, ſhe liued in all delights & pleaſure. She well perceiving, 
that her Father thus exceeding in bis afteftion to her, had no mind at al 
of ce-marrying her, and holding it moſt immodeſtin her, to ſolicite lim 
with any ſuch tuite : concluded in her mindes priuateconſultations, to 
make choiſe of ſome one eſpeciall friend or tauourite (if Fortune would 
prouc ſo furtherous to her) whom the might acquaint ſecretly,with her 
ſober, honeſt, and familiar purpoſes . Her Fathers Court becing much 
frequented, with plentifull acceſſe of braue Gentlemen, and others of in- 
fcriour quality, as commonly the Courts of Kings & Princes arc, whoſe 
Carriage and demeaner the very heedfully obſerued. There was a yore 
Gentleman among all the ccſt, a ſeruant to her Father, and named Gu:/- 
cardo, aman not deriued from any great deſcent by bloode, yer much 
more Noble by vertuc and commendable behauiour, then appeared in 
any of the other, none pleaſed her opinion, like as he did ; fo that by of- 
ten noting his parts and perteCtions, her afteftion being but a glowing 
ſparke atthe firſt, grewe hke a Bauin to take flame, yerkept ſo cloſely 3s 
poſhbly ſhe could; as Ladies are warie enough in their Joue. 

Theyong Gentlewan, though poore, being neither blocke nor dul- 
lard, perceived what he made no outward ſhew of, and vaderſtood him- 
ſelfe ſo ſuthciently, that holding itno mcanc happineſle to bee. affected 
by her, he thought it very baſe and cowardly in him, if he ſhould not ex- 
preſſe thelike to her againe. So louing mutually(yer ſecretly) in this ma- 
ner, and ſhce coucting nothing more, then to hauepriuate conference 
wath him, yetnot daring to truſt any one with ſo important a marter ; at 
length ſhe deuiſed a new cunning ſtratageme,' to compaſle her longing 
deſire, and acquaint him with her priuate purpoſe, which proucd to bee 
in this manner. Shee wrote a Letter, concerning what was the next day 


to be done, for their ſecret mecting together ; and conueyiug it "_ 
the 
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the ioynt of an hollow Cane, in teſting maner threw it to Guiſcardo, ſay- 
ing; Let your man make vſc of this, inſted ofa paire of bellowes , when 
he meaneth ro make fire in your chamber. Gui/cardo taking vp the Cane, 
and conſidering with himſelte, that neither was it ginen, or the wordes 
thus ſpoken, but doubrlefſe on ſome important occaſion : went vnto his 
lodging with the Cane, where viewing it reſpeCiuely, he found it tobe 
cleft, and opening it with his knite, found there the written Letter enclo- 
ſed. 

After he had reade it, and well conſidered on the ſervice therein con- 
cerned; he was the moſt ioytull man ofthe world, and began to contriue 
his apteſt meancs, tor meeting with his gracious Miſtrefle, and accot- 
ding as ſhe had giuen him direction. In a corner of the Kings Palace, it 
bcinz ſeated on ariſing hill, a caue had long beene made in the body of 
the ame hill, which receiuedno light into ir, but by a ſmall ſpiracle or 
veit-loope, made out ingenioutly on the hils fide. And becauſe it hadde 
not in long time bene tirequented, by the acceſſe of any body, that vent- 
light was ouer-growne with briars and buſhes, which almoſt engirt it 
round about. No one couid deſcend into this caue or vault, but only by a 
ſecret paire of ſtaires, anlwering to a lower Chamber of the Palace, and 
very ncere tothe Princeſics lodging, as becing altogether at her com- 
mand, by meanes of a ſtrong barred and defenſible doore, whereby to 
mount or deſcend at her pleature. And both the caue it ſclfc, as alſo the 
degrees concufting downe into it, were now ſo quite worne out of me- 
mory (in regard it had nat bene viſited by any one in long time before) 
as no man remembred thar there was anyſuch thing. | 

Bt Loue, from whoſe bright diſcerning cies, nothing can be ſo cloſe- 
ly concealed, bur atrhe lengthit commeth ro light: had made this amo- 
rous Lady tnindetull rhereot, and becauſe ſhe would nor bee diſcoucred 
in hcr intention, many dayes together, her ſoule became perplexed ; by 
what meanes tharrong doore might beſt be opened, before ſhee could 
compaſTe to pertorme it. Bur after that ſhe bad found out the way,and 
gone downe her ſelte alone into the caue z obſcruing the loope-light, & 

ad made it commodtous for her purpoſc, ſhee gaue knowledge thereof 
to Guiſcardo, to have him deuile an apr courle for liis deſcent,acquainting 
him truly with the height, and how farre it was diſtant from the ground 
within. After he had found the fouſpirall in the hils ſide, and giuenita 
larger entrance for his ſaferpaſlage; he prouided a Ladder of cords,with 
ſteppes ſufhcient for his deſcending and aſcending, as allo a wearing ſute 
made of leather, to keepe his skinne vnſcratched of the thornes,and to a- 
uoide all ſuſpition of his reſorting thither. In this manner went he to the 
{aide loope-hole thenight following, and hauing faſtened the one end of 
his corded ladder, to the ſtrong ſtumpe ofa tree being cloſely by ir ; by 
mcanes of the ſaide ladder, he deſcended downe into the caue, and there 
attended the comming of his Lady. 

She, on the morrow morning, pretending to her waiting woman,that 
ſhe was ſcarſly well, and therefore would not be diſeaſed the moſt part of 
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that day ; commanded them to leauc heralonein her Chamber,and nor 
to returne vntill ſhe called for them, locking the doore her ſelfeifor ber. 
ter ſecurity. Then opened ſhe the doore of the caue, and going downe 
the ſtaires, found there her amorous friend Gwſcardo, whom ſhe (; aluting 
with a chaſtc and modeſt kiſle ; cauſed him to aſcend vp the ſtayres with 
her into her chamber. This long deſired, and now obtained meeting, 
cauſed the two deerely affefting Louers, in kinde diſcourſe of amorous 
argument (without inciuill or rude demeanor) to ſpend there the moſk 
part of that day, to their hearts ioy and mutuall contentment. And ha- 
uing concluded on their often meeting there, in this cunning & concea- 
led fort; Gniſcardo went downe into the caue againe, the Princefle ma- 
king the doore faſt after him, and then went forth among her Women, 
So inthe night ſeaſon, Gui/cardo aſcended vppe againe by his Ladder of 
cords, and couering the loope-hole with brambles and buſhes, returned 
(vaſcenc of any) to his owne lodging : the caue deing afterward guilty of 
their ofren mecting there in this manner. 

But Fortune, who hath alwayes bin a fatall enemy to louers ſtolne fe- 
lic ities, becarne cnutous of their thus ſecret meeting, and ouerbhrew (in 
an in{tant) all rheir poore happineſle, by an accident moſt ſpighttull and 
malicious. The King had vſcd diuers dayes before, aſter dinner time, to 
reſort all alone to his daughters Chamber, there conuerling with her in 
moſt louiog manner, One vnhappy day among{i the re{t, when the Prin- 
celle, being named Gh!ſmonda, was ſporting in her priuat Garden among 
her Ladics, tac King (at his wonted tune) went to his daughters Cham- 
ber, being neither heard or ſeene by any. Nor would he have his davgh- 
rer called ſrom her pleaſure, but finding the windowes faft ſhut, and rhe 
Curtaines cloſe drawne about the bed ; he ſaze downe in a chaire behind 
it, aud |caning his head vpon the bed, his body being covered with the 
curtaine,as it he hid himſelte purpoſely ;hee muſcd on ſo many matters, 
varill atlaſt he ſell faſt atlceepe. 

It hath bin obſeruecd as an ancient Adage, that when diſaſters are or- 
dained to any one,commonly they prouc to be incuitable, as POOTrc Ghiſ- 
210n4a could witnelle too well. For, while the King thus flepr, fhce ha- 
uing (voluckily) appointed another meeting with Guiſcardo,left hir Gen- 
tlewomen in the Garden, and ſtealing ſoftly into her Chamber, hauing 
made all faſt and ſure, for being delcried by any perſon: opened the doore 
to Guiſcardo, who (tood there ready on the ſtaire-head, awaiting his en- 
trance; andthey litting downe on the bed {ide (according as they were 
wont to do) began their vſuall kinde conference againe, with fighes and 
loving kiſſes mingled among them. Ir chanced that the King awaked, & 
both hearing and ſeeing this familiarity of Gwiſcardo with his Daughter, 
he became extreamly confounded withgreefe therat, Once he intended, 
to cry out tor helpe, to haue them both there apprehended ; but he helde 
it a part of preater wiſedome, to fit ſilent ſtill, and (if hee could) to keepe 
himſcltc ſo cloſely concealed : to the end,thathe might the more ſecret- 
ly,and with far lefle diſgrace to himſclfe, performe what hee had ra(bly 
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eycs this day. Whereto Guicardo could anſwer nothing elſe, but oncly 
this: Alas wy Lord! Loue is ableto do much more, then cither you, or 
I. Whereupon, T: ancrede commanded, that he ſhould bee ſecretly well 
guarded, ina neere adioyning Chamber,and on the next day ,Gh;/monda 
hauing (as yet) heard nothing heereof, the Kings braine being infinitely 
bulicd and troubled, after dinner,and as he often had vſed to do: he went 
to his daughters chamber, where calling for her, and ſhutting the\doorcs 
cloſ:ly to them, the teares trickling dowae his aged white beard, thus he 
ſpake to her. 

Ghiſmonda, 1 was once grounded in a ſetled perſwaſion, that I truely 
knew thy vertue, and honeſt integrity of life ; and this belcefe could ne- 
ner haue bene altred in mee, by any ſiniſter reports whatſocuer, had nor 
mine eyes ſcene, and mine cares heard the contrary. Nor did Iſo much 
as conceiue athought either of thine affeCtion, or private conuerſing 
with any man, but onely he that was to be thy husband. But now, I m 
ſcife being able to auouch thy folly , imagine whatan heart-breake this 
willbe to me, ſo long as liferemaineth in this poore, weak, and aged bo- 
dy. Yet, ifneedsthou muſt haue yeclded to this wanton weakeneſle, I 
would thou hadſt made choiſe of a man, an{werable to thy birth & No- 
bility : whereas on the contrary, among ſo many worthy ſpirits as reſort 
tomy Court, thoulikeſt beſt ro conuerle with thatfilly yong man Gw/- 
car4o, one of very meane and baſe deſcent, and by mee (euen for Gods 
ſake) from his very youngeſt yeares, brought vppeto this inſtant in my 
Court ; wherein thou haſt giuen me much affliction ofminde, and ſo o- 
uerthrowne my ſenſes, as I cannot wel imagine how I ſhould deale with 
thee, Forhim, whom hane thisnight cauſed to be ſurprized, euen as he 
came forth of your cloſe contriued conueyance, and detaine as my priſo- 
ner, I haue reſolued how to proceed with him: but concerning thy ſelfe. 
mine oppreſſions are ſo many and violent, as I know not what to ſay of 
thee. One way, thou haſt mecrly murthered the vnfeigned affe&ion 1 
bare thee, as neverany father could expreſſe moreto his child : and then 
apaine,thou haſt kiadled a moſt uſt indignation in me, by thine immo- 
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def} and wilfull folly , and whereas Nature pleaderh pardon for the one, 
yet iuſtice {tandeth vp againſt the other,and vrgerh cruell ſeuerity againſt 
thee : neuertheleſle,before I will determine vpon any reſolution, come 
purpoſely firſt to heare thee ſpeake, and what thou canſt ſay for thy ſelfe, 
in a bad caſe, ſo deſperate and dangerous. | 
Hauing thus ſpoken, he hung downe the headin his bolome, weeping 
as abundantly, as if it had becnea childe ſeverely diſciplinde. On the o- 
ther ſide, Ghyſmonda hearing the ſpeeches of her Father , and perceiving 
withall, that not onely her ſecret loue was diſcouered, but alfo Guiſcardo 
was in cloſe priſon, the matter which moſt of all did torment her; ſhee 
fell into avery ſtrange kinde of extaſie, ſcorning teares , and entreating 
rearmes,ſuch as feminine frailety are alwayes apreſt vnto: bur rather, with 
height of courage,controling fcare or ſeruile baſenefle,and declaring in- 
uincivle fortitude in her very lookes,ſhee concluded with her ſelfe,rather 
then to vrge any humble perſwaſions , ſhee wouldlay her life downe ar 
the take, For plainely ſhee perceiued,that Gui/cardo already was a dead 
man in Law , and death was likewiſe as welcome to her, rather then the 
deprivation of her Loue; and therefore, not like a weeping woman,or as 


_ checktby the offence committed, but careleſlc of any harme Wappening 


to her : ſtoutly and couragioutly , not a teare appearing in hercye, or 
her ſoule any way to be perturbed, thus ſhee ſpake ro her Father. 

Tancrede, to Cenie whar I have done, or to entreate any favour from 
you, is now no part of my diſpoſition: for as the one can little availe me, 
ſo (hall not the other any way aduantage me. Morcouer, I couctnot, 
that you ſhould extend any clemency or kindnefle to me, but by my vo- 
Juntary confeflion of the truth;doe intend (firſt of all)to defend mine ho- 
nour,with reaſons ſound, pood, and ſubſtantiall,and then veriwouſly pur- 
ſue to full cftc&, the greatneſſe of my minde and conſtant refolution. 
Truc ir is, that T haue loued, and ſtill doe, honourable Gaiſcaras, purpos 
ſing che like ſo long as I ſhall live, which will be bur a fmall while: bur if ic 
bec poſſible to continue the ſame affeftion after death, it is for euer 
vowed to him onely. Nor did mine owne womanifh weakneſfſe fo much 
thereto induce me, as the matchleſſe vertues ſhining cleercly in Guiſcar- 
do, and the little reſpe& you had of marrying me againe. Vhy royall Fa- 
ther, you cannot be ignorant, that you being compoſed of fleſh and 
blood, haue begotten a Daughter of the ſelfe ſame eompoſition, andnor 
made of ſtone or yron. Moreouer, you ought to remember ( although 
now you arcfarre ſteptin yceres) what the Lawes of youth arc,and with 
what difhculty they are to be contradited. Conſidering withall, that al- 
beit (during the vigour of your beſt time) you cuermore were exerciſed 
in Armes ; yet you ſhould likewiſe vnderſtand, that negligence and idle 
delights,haue mighty power, not onely in yong people, bur alſo inthem 
of greateſt yeeres, 

I being then made of fleſh and blood, and ſo deriued from your ſelfe; 
having had alſo ſo little benefit of life, that I amyert in the ſpring , and 
blooming time of my blood : by cither of theſe reaſons, I muſt _ 
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ſubic to naturall defires, wherein ſuch knowledge as I haue once atrea- 
dy had, inthe eſtate of my marriage, perhaps might moue a further in- 
eclligence of the like delights, according to the berter ability of ſtrength, 
which exceeding all capacity of reſiſtance , induced a ſecond motiue to 

affcion,anſwerable to my rime and youthful deſires, and fo (like a yong 

woman) I became amorous againe; yetdid I ſtriue, cuen with all my vt- 

moſt might,and beſt vertuous faculties abidingin me, no way to diſgrace 

either you or my ſelfe, as (in equall cenſure) yer I hauc not dong.But Na- 

ture is aboue all humane power, and Loue, commanded by Nature, hath 

preuailed for Loue, ioyning with Fortune: in meere pitty and commile- 

ration of my extreme wrong, I found them both moſt benigne and gra- 

cious , teaching me a way lecret enough , whereby I might reach the: * 
height of my delires, howſocuer you became inſtructed, or (perhaps ) 

found it out by accident; ſoit was,and I denic it not. 

Nor did I make eleQion of Guiſcardoby chance, orraſhly, as many 
women doe, bur by deliberate counſel! in my foule, and moſt mature ad- 
viſe; I choſc him aboue all other, and having his honeſt harmeleſle con- 
uerſarion, mutually we enioyed our hearts contentment. Now it appea- 
reth, that I having nor offended but by loue; in imitation of vulgar opi- 
nion, rather then truth : you ſecke to reproue me bitterly , alleaging no 
other maine argument for your anger, but onely my not chooſing a gen- 
tleman, or one more worthy. Whercin it is moſt euident, that you doe 
not ſo much checke my faulr, as the ordination of Fortune ; who many 
times aduanceth men of meaneſt eſteeme, and abaſcth them of greater 
merit. But leauing this diſcourſe, let vs looke into the original} ofthings, 


wherein wee are firſt to obſerue, that from one waſle or lumpe of fleſh, 


both we, and all other received our fleſh, and one Creator hath created 
all things; yea, all creatures, @ 2 ally in their forces and faculties, and c- 
qual] likewiſe in their vertue: which vertue was the firſt that made diſiin- 
Rion of our birth and equality, in regard, that ſuch as had the moſt libe- 
rall portionthereof, and performed aQions thereto anſwerable , were 
thereby rermed noble;all the reſt remaining vnnoble : now althogh con- 
traryvſe did afterward hide and concealethis Law, yet wasitnot there- 
facbaniſhed from Nature or good manners. In which reſpe&,whoſoc- 
uer did execute all his ations by vertue, declared himſclfc openly to be 
noble; and he that rtearmed him otherwiſe, it was an errour in the miſcal- 
ler,and notinthe perſon ſo wrongfully called;as the very ſame priuiledge 
is yet in full force among vs atthis day. 

Caſt an heedfull eye then(good Father) vpon all your Gentlemen,and 
aduiſedly examine thcir vertues , conditions and manner of behauiour , 
On the other ſide,obſcrue thoſe parts remaining in Gws/cardo : and then, 
if you will iudge truly, and without affeRion, you will confeſſc him to be 
moſtnoble, and that all your Gentlemen (in reſpe& of him) are but baſe 
Groomes and villaines. His vertues and mg intrormens , Incuer 


credited from the report or iudgement of any perſon; but onely by your 
ſpecches, and mine owne eyes as true wirneſſes, VVho did euer _ 
commen 
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commend Gaſcardo, extolling all thoſe ſingularities in him, moſt requi- - 
fire robe inan honeſt vertuous manxthen you your ſelfe hauc done ? Nor 
neede you tobe ſorry, or aſhamed of your good opinion concerning 
bim z for, if mine cyes hauc not decciued my iudgement , you never 
gauchim the leaſt part of praiſe, but I haue knowne much more jo him, 
then cucr your words wereable to expreſle : wheretore, it I haue beene 
any way decciucd, truly the deceit proceeded onely from you. How wii] 
youthen maintaine,that I haue throwne my liking on a man of baſe con- 
dition? Introth {Sir) you cannot. Perhaps you willallcadge, that he js 
meanc and poore; I confeſſc it, and ſurely ir is to your ſhame, that you 
haue not beſtowne place of more preferment, on a manſo honeſt and 
well deſcruing, and hauing beene ſo long a time your ſeruant. Neucrthe. 
leſſe, pouerty impaireth not any part of boble Nature, but wealth hur- 
rics it into horrible confuſions. Many Kings and great Princes haue 
heretofore becne poore, when diuers of them that haue celuedinto the 
Earth, and kept Flockes in the Feld, haue beene aduanced to riches, and 
exceeded the other in wealth. 

Now, as concerning your laſtdoubt, which moſt of all affliterh you, 
namely, how you ſhall deale with me; boldly rid your braine ot any ſuch 
diſturbance, for if you haue reſolued now in your extremity of yecres, to 
doe that which your younger dayes euermore deſpiſed, I mcanc, to be- 
come crucll; vſc your vemoſt cruelty againſt ne,tur I will ncucr entreete 
you tothe contrary, becauſe I am the ſole occaſion of this offence, if it 
doe deſcructhe name of an offerce. And rhis I dare aſſure you, that if 
you deale got with me, 25 you hane done already, or intend to Griſcardo, 

* * ming owne hands ſhall aft as much: and therefore giue ouer your teares 
' to women,andifyou purpoſe to be cruel, let him and me in death drinke 
| bothof,onecup, atleaſt,if you imagine that we have deſerucd it, 

The King knew well enough the bigh ſpirit of his Daughter, but yer 
(neuerthelefle) he did nor beleeue, that her words would proue aCtions, 
or ſhce doe as (hee ſaide, And therefore parting from her, and withour 
intent of vſing any cruelty to herz concluded, by quenching the heatcof 
another,to coole the fiery rage ofher diſtemper,commanding two athis 
followers (who had the cuſtody of Gui/cardo) that withour any rumgygr or 
noyſe at all , they ſhould ſtrangle him the night enſuing, and raking the 

heart forth of his body, to bring it tro him, which they performed accor- 
ding to their charge. On the next day, the King called for a goodly ſtan- 
ding Cup of Gold, wherein he put the heart of Guiſcardo, ſendingirby 
one of his moſtfamiliar ſeruants to his Daughter, with command aifoto 
vic theſe words to her. Thy Father hath ſent thee this preſent, to com- 
fort thee with that thing which moſt of all thou affcReſt, cucn as thou 
haſt comforted him with that which he moſt hated. 

Ghiſzonds, nothing altered from her cruell deliberation, afterher Fa- 

ther was departed from her, cauſed certaine poyſonous rootes &hearbs. 
to be broughe her, which ſhee(by diſtillation)made a water of, to drinke 

— fuddcoly,whenſocucr any crafle accident ſhould come from her a 
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whereupon, when the meſſenger from her Fathcr ha. delnereq her the 
preſent, and vttered the words as he was commaneecd : ſhoe rooke rhe 
Cup, 
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Cup, and looking into it with aſetled countenance, by ſight ofthe hearr, 
and cffe& of the meſiage, ſhee knew certainely, that it was the heart of 
Guiſcardo; then looking ſtearnely on the ſeruant,thus ſhe ſpake vnto him. 
My honeſt friend, it is no more then right and iuſtice , thatſo worthy a 
heart as this is, ſhould have any worſer grauethen gold, wherein my Fa- 
ther hath dealt moſt wiſely. So, lifting the heart vp to her mouth, and 
ſweetly kiſſing it, ſhee proceeded thus. In all things, euen till this in- 
tant, (being the vemoſt period of my life)I haue euermore found my Fa- 
thersloue moſt effeCtuall to me; but now it appearcth farre greater, then 
at any time heretofore: and therefore from my mouth, thou muſt deliuer 
him the lateſt thankesthareuer I ſhall give him, for lending me ſuch an 
honourable preſcnr. 

Theſe words being ended, holding the Cup faſt inher hand, and loo- 
king ſeriouſly vpon the heart, ſhee began againe in this manner, Thou 
ſweete entertainer of all my deareſt delights, accurſed be his cruelty, that 
cauſech me thus to ſee thee with my corporall eyes, it being ſufficient e- 
nough for me, alwayes to behold thee with the ſight of my foule. Thou 
a(t runne thy race, and as Fortune ordained, fo are thy dayes finiſhed : 
for as all cſh hath an ending; ſo haſt thou concluded, albeit roo ſoone, 
aad before thy duetime. The trauailes and miſeries of this World, have 
now no moreto meddle with thee,and thy very heauieſt enemy,hath be- 
ſtowed ſuch a graue onthee, asthy greatneſle in vertue worthily deſer- 
ueth; nownothingelſc is wanting, wherewith ro beautifie thy Funeral), 
but onely her {ighes & teares, that was ſo deare vnto thee inthy life time. 
And becauſe thou mighteſt the more freely enjoy them , ſee how my 
mercileſle Father (on his owne mecre motion)bath ſentthee to me; and 
traly I will beſtow them frankly on thee, though oncel had reſolued, to 
dic with drie cycs, and not ſhedding one teare, dreadleſle of their vrmoſt 
malice towards me. 

Ard when I haue giuenthee the due oblation of my tearcs, my ſoule, 
which ſometime thou haſt kept moſt carefully , ſhall come to make a 


{ivecrte coniunCtion with thine: for in what company elle can I travaile - 


more contentedly, and to thole vnirequented filent ſhades, but onely in 
thine? As yetLam ſure itis preſent here, inthis Cup ſent me by my Fa- 
ther, as having a prouident reſpet to the place, for poſſeſſion of our e- 
quall and mutuall pleaſures ; becauſe thy ſoule affeing mine ſo truely, 
cannot walke alone, without his deare companion. 

Hauing thus finiſhed her complaint, euen as if her head had been con- 
uertedinto a well-ſpring of wateryſo did teares abundantly flow from her 
faice eyes, kifling the heart of Gui/cardo infinite times. All which while, 
her women ſtanding by her, neither knew what heart it was, norto whar 
effe& her ſpeeches tended : but being moued to compaſhonare teares, 
they often demanded (albeit in vaine) the occaſion of her ſad complai- 
ning, comforting her to their vtmoſt power. When ſhee was not able 
to weepe any longer, wiping her cyes, and lifting vp her head, without 
any ſigne ofthe leaſt diſmay thus thee _ tothe heart, Dearc hearr,all 
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my duty is performed tothee , and nothing now remaineth vneffeed . 
but onely breathing my laſt, to ler my ghoſt accompany thine. 

Then calling for the glaſſe of water, which ſhee had readily prepared 
the day before, and powring it ypon the heart lying inthe Cup, couragi. 
ouſly aduancing it to her mouth,ſhee dranke it vp cuery drop; which be- 
ing done, ſhee lay downe vpon her bed, holding her Lovers heart faſt in 
Her hand, andlaying it ſo neereto her owne as ſhe could, Now although 
her women knew not what water it was, yet when they had ſcencherto 
quaffc ir off in that manner, they ſent word to the King, who much ſuſpe. 
cting whathad happened, went inall haſte to his Daugixers chamber, 
entring at the very inſtant, when ſhee was laide vpon her bed; beholding 
her in ſuch paſſionate pangs , with reares ſtreaming downe his reuerend 
beard, he viced many kinde words to comfort her, when boldly thus ſhee 
ſpake vnto him. Father (quoth (hc) well may you ſpare theſe teares, be- 
cauſe they are ynfitting for you, andnot any way defired by me; who but 
your ſelfe , hath ſeenc any man to monrne for his owne wilfull offence. 
Neuerthelcſlc,ifbut the leaſt iot of that loue doe yer abide in you,where- 
of you haue made ſuch liberall protcfſion ro me; let me obraine this my- 
very laſt requeſt, to wit, thar ſeeing I might not priuarely enioy the bene- 
fic of Guiſcardoes loue, and while he lived; let yet (in death) one publike 
graue containe both our bodies, that death may affoord vs, what youſo 
cruelly in lite denied vs. 

Excremity of griefe and ſorrow, with-held his tongue from returning 
any anſiver, and ſhee perceiuingher end approaching, held the heart ſtill 
clolc( ro her owne bare breſt, ſaying; Here Fortune, receive two true 
hearts lateſt oblation, for,in this manner are wecomming ro thee. So 
cloling her cyes, all ſenſe forſooke her, life leauing her body breathlcſſe, 
] hus ended the hapleſſe loue of Gwicardo, and Ghiſmonada, for whoſe (ad 
diſaficr, when the King had mourned ſufficiently, and repented fruitle(- 
Iy; hc cauſed both their buches ro be honourably embalmed, and buried 


ina molt royall Monument; not without gencrall ſorrow of the ſubic&s 
of Salerne. 


Fryar Albert wade a young Venetian Gentlewoman beleeue , that God Cupid 
was falntinloue with ber, and he reſorted oftentimes wnto ber, in the diſ- 
guiſe of the ſame God, Afterward, bemz frighted by the Gentlewomans 
kindred and friends, he caſt himſelfe out of her Chamber window, and was 
hidaen in a poore mans Houſe; on the day following, in the ſhape of a wilde 
or ſauage man, he was brought pon the Rialto of Saint Marke , and being 


there publikely knowne by the Brethren of his Order; he was committed ts 
Priſon. 


The ſecond Nousell, 


Reprebending the lewd lines of diſſembling hypocrites; and checking the Arr0- 
gam pride of vaine-headed women. cis 


— D— 


T H E Nouell recounted by Madam Fiammerts, cauſed teares many 
times inthe eyes of all the company, bur it being finiſhed, the King 
ſhewing a ſtearne countenance, ſaide ; I ſhould much hauc commended 
the kindneſſe of fortune, if in the whole courſe of my life, l had taſted the 
leaſt moity of that delight, which Gw:/cards received by converſing with 
faire Ghiſmonds. Nor neede any of you to wonder thereat, or how it can 
be otherwiſe, becauſe hovrely Ifeele a thouſand dying torments,withoue 
enioying any hope of eaſe orpleaſure: but referring my fortunes to their 
owne poore condition, it is my will, that Madam Pampinea proceed next 
in the argument of ſucceſſeleſſe love, according as Madam Fiammert4 
bath already begun,to lerfall morc dew-drops on the fire of mine afflidti- 
ons. Madam Pampines percejuing what a taske was impoſed on her,knew 
well (by her owne diſpoſition) the inclination of the company, whereof 
ſhec was more reſpeCiue, then of the Kings command: wherefore,chu. 
ling rather to recreate their ſpirits, then to ſatisfie the Kings melancholy 
humour; thee determined torelate a Tale of mirthfull maxcer,and yer to 
keepe within compaſle of the purpoſed Argument, 


s 


It hath been continually vſed as a common Prouerbe;thata bad man, 
taken and repured to be honeſt and good', may commit many cuils , yer 
neither credired, or ſuſpe&ed : whichpronerbegiueth'mee'very ample 
matrer to ſpeake of, andyet not varying from our intention, concertiing 
the hypocrifie of ſomereligious perfons,, who having their/garments- 
long and large, their faces made artificially pale « their languagemecke 
_ andhumble;to ger mens goods from tliem; yer ſower; harſh, avd fiearne 
cnough, 'itvchecking and controuling other mens ertours, abalſoin vr-- 
*gingorthers rogiue, andthemſeluesto take, without any otherhope or 


Cc3 meanes 
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meanes of ſaluation. Nor doe they endeauovrlike other men, to wotke 
out their ſouleshealth with feare and trembling; but,cuen as ifthey were 
ſole owners, Lords, and poſleſſors of Paradice, will appoint to cuery dy. 
ing perſon, places (there) of greater or leſſer excellency, -according as 
they thinke good, or as the legacies leſt by them are in quantity, where- 
by they not onely decciue themſelues , but allſuch as give credit to their 
ſubtile perſwaſions. And were it lawfull for me , ro make knowneno 
more then is meerely neceſſary; I could quickly diſcloſe ro fiwple credy- 
lous people, what craft lieth concealed vnder their holy habites : and] 
would with, thattheir lies and deluding ſhould ſpeed with them, as they 
did with a Franciſcane Friar, none of the younger Novices, but one of 
them of greateſt reputation, and belonging to one of the beſt Monafte. 
ries in Venice. Which Lam the rather defirous to report,to recreate your 
ſpirits, after your teares for the death of faire Ghiſmonaa. 

Sometime (Honourable Ladies) there lived in the City of /mola, a 
man of moſt lewd and wicked life; named, Bertho de lamaſ/a, whole 
(hameleſſe deedes were fo well knowne to all the Citizens, and won ſuch 
rclpeA among them; as all his lies could not compaſſe any belcefe, no, 
not when he deliucred amatter of ſound truth. Wherefore, perceiuing 
that his lewdneſſe allowed bim no longer dwelling there; like a deſperate 
aduenturer;he tranſported himſclfe thence to Yexice, the 2+ 5pm of all 
foule ſinne and abhomination, intending there to exerciſe his wonted 
bad behauiour, and liue as wickedly as cuer he had done before. It came 
to paſſe,that ſome remorſe of conſcience tooke hold of him, for the for- 
mer paſlages of his diflolute life , and he pretended to be ſurprized with 
very great deuotion, becomming much more Catholike then any other 
man, taking on him the profefſon of a Franciſcane Cordelier, and callin 
himſelfe Fryar Albert of Imola. | 

In this habite and outward appearance , hee ſcemed toleadean au- 
ſtere and ſap@imonious lite, highly commending penance & abſtinence, 
neuer catingYeſh, or dripking wine, but when hee was pronided of both 
inaclolc Ms $6. And'before any perſon could take notice thereof , hee 
became (of arheefe ) Rufſian, forſwearer and murtherer, as fprmerly he 
had beene a great Preacher, yer not abandoning the forcnamed vices, 
when ſccrerly he covldpurany of them in execution. Moreover, being 
made Prieſt when he was celebrating Maſſe atthe Altar, if he ſaw him- 
ſc}fe to be obferned by any; he would moſt mournefully readethe paſli- 
on of our Saujour , as one whoſe teares coſt him.little, whenſoever hee 
plcaſcd to vic them: ſo that,in a ſhort while, by his preaching and tearcs, 

 hefed thehumours ofthe Yewetioniſoplealingly;that they made himex- 
ccutour(well ncere)ofall their Teftaments,yea,many choſehim as depo- 
ſicary or Guardion of their monies; becauſc he was both Canfeſſour and 
Councellor, almoſtto allthe menand women. -. 
By this well ſecming out-ſide of ſanRiry, the Volfe became a Shep- 
heard ant his renowntorholinefle wasſo famous in thoſe parts,as Saine 
Frances hinaſeltc bad hardly any more. Ic fortuned, that a young Gen- 
' "i 


tlewoman, 
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clewoman, being ſomewhar fooliſh, wanton and proud minded, named 
Madam Liſetts de Caquirino, wife to a wealthy Merchant, who went with 
certaine Gallies into Flanders, and there lay as Licger long time,in com- 
pany of other Gentlewomen , went to be confeſſed by this ghoſtly Fa- 
ther ; kneclingat his feete, although her heart was high cnouph, like a 
proud minded woman, (for Yenetiens are preſumptuous, vaine-glorious, 
and witted much like to their skirtiſh Gondoloes) ſhe made a very ſhorr 
rehearſal of her ſinncs. Ar length Fryar Albert demanded of her, whe- 
ther ſhee had any amorous friend or lover ? Her patience bcivg excee- 


dingly prouoked,ſtcarne anger appearcdin her lookes, which cauſed her 


ro returne him this anſwer. How now Sir Domine? what? hancyou no 
eyes in your head? Can you not diſtinguith between mine, and theſe 0+ 
ther common beauties? I could have Louers cnow, if I were fo pleaſed , 
but thoſe perfeQtions remaining in me,arc not to be affeted by this man, 
or that. How many beauties hauc you beheld , any way anſwerable ro 
mine, and are more fit for Gods, then mortals. 

Many other idle ſpeeches (hee vttered, in proud opinion of her beau- 
ty,whercby Friar Albert preſently perceived, that this Gentlewoman had 
but a hollow brainc,and was fit game for folly to fiye at; which made him 
inſtantly enamoured of her, and that beyond all capacity of reſiſting, 
which yet he referred to a further, and more commodgious time, Never- 
theleſle, ro ſhew bimſelte an holy and religious man now, he beganto 
reprchend her, and told her plainely , that the was vain-glotious, and 0- 
uercome with infinite follies. Hereupon, ſhe called him a logger headed 
beaft, and he knew not the difference between an ordinary complexion, 
and beauty of the higheſt merit. In which reſpeQ,Friar Albert,being loth 
ro offend her any further ; after confeſſhon was fully ended, ler her paſſe 
away among the other Gentlewomen, ſhe giuing him diuers diſdainfull 
lookes. 

Within ſome few dayes after, taking one of his ruſty brethren in his 
company, he went to the Houſe of Madam Liſetts, where requiring to 
have ſome conference alone with her ſelfe; ſhee tooke him into apriuate 
Parlor, and bcing there, not to be ſcene by any body he fell on his knees 
before her, ſpeaking in this manner. Madam, for charities ſake, and in 
regard of your own moſt gracious nature, I beſeech you to pardon thoſe 
harſh ſpeeches, which I vicd ro you the other day, when you were with 
me at confeſhon:becaule,the very night enſuing thereon,I was chaſtiſed 
inſuch ſuch cruell manner, as I was neuer able to ſtirre forth of my bed, 
vntill this very inſtant morning; whereto the weake witted Gentlewoman 
thus replyed. And who pray you (quoth ſhe)did chaſtiſe you ſo ſeuere- 
ly? I willtell you Madam, ſaid Friar Albert, bur it is a matter of admira- 
ble ſecrecie. | 

Being alone by my ſelfe the ſame nigh in my Dorter, and inveryſe- 


rious deuorion, according to my vſuall manner : ſuddenly I faw a bright 
Iplendour about me,and I could no ſooner ariſe to diſcerne what it might 
be, and whence it came, but I cſpicd avery goodly young Lad ſtanding 
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by me,holding a golden Bow in his hand , and arichQuiuer of Arrowes - 
hanging at his back. Catching faſt hold on my Hood,againſt the ground 
he a me rudely, trampling on me with his feete, and beating me with 
ſo many cruell blowes , that I thought my body to be brokenin peeces. 
Then I deſired to know, why he was fo rigorous to me in his correQiian ? 
Becauſe (quoth hc)thou didſt ſo ſaucily preſume thisday,to reproue the 
celeſtiall beaury of Madam Liſctta, who ( next to my Mother Yenwe) I 
loue moſt dearely. Whereupon I perceiued, he was the great comman. 
ding God Cupid, and therefore I craued moſt humbly pardon of him. I 
will pardon thee (quoth he) but vpon this condition , that thou pOc to 
her ſoſoone as conueniently thou canſt, and (by lowly humility) prevaile 
to obtaine hegfree pardon: which if (he will not vouchſafe to grant thee, 
then ſhall Lin ſtearne anger returne againe, and lay ſo many torturing af 
Aicions on thee,thar all thy whole life rime ſhall be moſt hateful to thee. 
And what the diſpleaſed God ſaideelle beſide , I dare nor diſcloſe, ex- 
cept you pleaſe fiſt to pardon me. 

Miſtreſſe ſhallow braine,being ſwolne big with this wind, like an emp- 
ty bladder; conceiued no [mall pride in hearing theſe words, conſtantly 
crediting them to be true,and therefore thus anſwered. Did I nor tel you 
Father Albert, that my beauty was celeſtiall? But I ſweare by my beauty, 
notwithſtanding your idle paſſed arrogancy, I am heartily ſorry for your 
ſo ſeucre correftion;which that it may no more be inflited on you,l doe 
freely pardon you; yet withthis proxi/o, that you tell me, whatthe God 
elſe ſaide vnto you; whereto Fryar Albert thus replyed. Madam, ſecin 
you hauc ſo graciouſly vouchſafed ro pardon me, I will thankfullyrell 
you all : but you muſt be very carefull and reſpeiue, that whatſocuerl 
ſhall reveale vnto you , muſt ſo cloſely be concealed , as no living crea- 
rure inthe World may knowit; for you are the onely happy Lady now 
living, and that happineſle relieth on your (ilence and ſecrecie: with ſo- 
lemne vowes and proteſtations ſhee ſealed vp her many promiſes, and 
thenthe Fryar thus proceeded. 

Madam, the further charge impoſed on me by God Cupid, was totell 
you, that himſelfe is ſo extremely cnamoured of your beauty, and you 
arc become (o gracious in his affeion; as,many nights he hath cometo 
ſee you in your Chamber, ſitting on your pillow, while you ſlept ſweetly, 

and deſiring very often to awake you , but onely fearing to aftright you. 
Wherefore, now he ſends you word by me, that one night he intendeth 
to come viſite you, and to ſpend ſome time in conuerſing with you. Bur 
in regardhe is a God,and meerely a ſpiric in forme, whereby neither you 
or any elſe haue capacity of beholding him, much lefſe to touch or feele 
him: hefaith, that (for your ſake) he will come in the ſhape of a man,gi- 
uing me charge alſo roknow of you, when you ſhall pleaſe to haue him 
come,and in whoſe ſimilitude you would haue him to come,whercof he 
will not faile; in which reſpe&, you may iuſtly thinke your ſelfeto be the 
onely happy woman living, and farrc beyond all other in your good 


fortune. 
| Miſireſlc 
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| Miſtris want-wir preſently anſwered, ſhee was well contented, that == 


God Cupid ſhould louc her,and ſhe would returne the like loue againe to 
him; proteſting withall, that whereſoeuer ſhee ſhould ſee his maieſticall 
picture, (he would ſet a hallowed burning Taper before it. Morcouecr, 
at all rimes he ſhould be moſt welcome to her , whenſocuer hee would 
youchſafe to viſice her ; for, he ſhould alwayes finde her alone in her pri- 
uate Chamber : on this condition, that his olde Loue Pſ5ches, and all o- 
ther beautieselſe whatſocuer, muſt be ſer afide,and none bur her ſelfe on- 
ly ro be his beſt Miſtreſle, referring his perſonall forme of appearance,to 
what ſhape himſelfe beſt pleaſed to aſſume, ſo that it might not be fright- 
{o]l, or offenſive ro her. 

Madam (quoth Friar Albert) moſt wiſely haue you anſwered, & leaue 
the matter to me; for I will take order ſufficiently, and to your content- 
ment. But you may do mea great grace, and withour any prejudice to 
your ſelfe, in granting me one poore 09; ting znamely. to vouchſafe the 
Gods appearance to you, in my bodily ſhape and perſon,and in the per- 
fe forme of a man as now you behold me, fo may you ſafely give him 
entertainment, without any taxation of the world,or ill apprehenſion of 
the moſt curious inquiſition. Beſide, a greater happineſle can neuer be- 
fall me : for, while he afſumeth the ſoule out of my body,and walketh on 
the earth in my humane figure : I ſhall be wandering in the ioyes of Lo- 
uers Paradiſe, fecling the fruition of their felicities 5 which are ſuch, as 
no mortality can be capeable of, no, not ſo much as in imagination, 

The wiſe Gentlewoman replied, that ſhe was well contented, in re- 
eard of the ſeucre puniſhment infl. ted on him by God Cupid,for the re- 
proachfull ſpeeches he had giuen her z to allow him ſo poore akinde of 
conlvlation, as he had requeſted her ro grant him. VWhereuppon Fryar 
Albert faide : Be ready then Madam to giue him welcome ro morrow in 
the evening, at the entering into your houſe,for comming in an humane 
body,he cannot but enter at your doore, whereas, if (in powerfull man- 
ner) he made vſc of his wings,he then would flye in at your window,and 
then you could not be able ro ſec him, 

Vpon this concluſion, Albert deparred, leauing Liſctta in no meane 
pride of imagination, that God Cupid ſhould bee enamored of her beau- 
ty ; and therefore ſhe thought each houre a yeare, till ſhe might ſee him 
in the mortall ſhape of Friar Albert. And now was his braine wonder- 
fully buſted, to vifite her in more then common or humane manner; aml 
therefore he made him a ſute(cloſe to his body)of white Taffata,all pou- 
dred ouer with Starres, and ſpangles of Gold, a Bow and Quiuer of Ar- 
rowes, with wings alſo faſtened to his backe behinde him , and all cun- 
ningly coucred with his Friars habit, which muſt be the ſole meanes for 
his ſafe paſſage. | 

Hauing obrained licence ofhis Superiour , and being accompanyed 
with an holy Brother of the Conuent, yer ignorant of the buſineſſe by 
him intended; he went to the houſe ofa friend of his, which was his vſu- 
all receptacle, whenſocuer he went about ſuch deeds of darknes. There 


did 
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did he put on his diſſembled habit of God Cupid, with bis winges,Bowe, 
and Quiuer, in formall faſhion; and then{(clouded ouer with his Monkes 
Cowle) leaues his companion to awaite his returning backe,while he yi- 
ſited fooliſh Li/etra, according to her expeRation, readily attending for 
the Gods arriuall. 

Albert being come to the houſe, knocked at the doore, and the Maid 
admitting him entrance, CO as her Miſtreſle had appointed, ſhee 
condudtecd him to her Miſtreſſes Chamber, where laying aſide his Friars 
habire, and ſhe ſceing him ſhine with ſuch glorious ſplendour, adding 
action allo to his aſſumed diſſimulation, with maicſticke motion of his 
body, wings,and bow, as if he had bene God Cupra, indeede converted 
into a body much bigger of ſtature, then Painters commonly do deſcribe 
him,her wiſedorne was ſo ouercome with feare and admiration,that fhe 
fell on her knees before him, expreſiing all humble reverence vnto him, 
And he ſpreading his wings ouer her, as with wiers and ftrings hee had 
made them pliant ; ſhewed how graciouſly he accepted her humiliation; 
folding her in his armes, and ſweetly» kifling .her many times together, 
with repetition ofhis entire loue and affeRion towards her. So delicate- 
ly was he perfumed with odoriffcrous ſauours, and ſo compleate of per- 
{on in his ſpangled garments,thar ſhe could do nothing elſe,but wonder 
at his rare behaviour , reputing her felicity beyond all Womens in the 
world, and vtterly impoſſible co bee equalled , ſuch was the pride of her 
preſuming. For be told her divers tales and] fables, of his awefull power 
among the other Gods, and ſtolne pleaſures of his vpon theearth; yer 
gracing her praiſes abouc all his other Loues, and vowes made now, to 
afte& none bur her onely, as his often viſitations ſhould more conſtane- 
ly aſſure her, that ſhee verily credited all his proteſtations, and thought 
his kiſſes and embraces, (arre to exceed any mortall compariſon. 

After they had fpcnt ſo much time in ainorous diſcourſing, as might 
beſt fir with this their firſt mecring,and ſtand cleare from ſuſpition on ci- 
ther (ide : our Albert-Capid, or Cupid- Albert, which ofthe you beſt pleaſe 
roterme him, cloſing his ſpangled winges together againe behinde his 
backe, faſtening alſo on his Bow and Quiuer of Arrowes,ouer-clouds all 
with his religious Monkes Cowle, and then with a parting kifle or two, 
rcturned to theplace where he had left his fellow and companion , per- 
haps imployedin as deuout an exerciſc, as he had bin in his abſence from 
him; whence both repayring home to the Monaſtery, all this nightes 
wandering was allowed as tollerable, by them who made no ſpare of do- 
ing the like. - 

On the morrow following, Madam Zz/etra immediarely after dinner, 
being attended by her Chamber-maid, went to ſee Friar Albert finding 
himin his wonted forme and faſhion , and telling him what had hapned 
betweene her and God Cup#d, with all the other lies and tales which hee 

had rold her. Truly Madam (anſwered Albert) what your ſuccefſe vvith 
him hath beene, I am no way able to comprehend ; but this I can aſſure 
you, that ſo ſoone as I had acquaiutcd him with your anſwer, cate: 

| c 
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caine rapture made of my ſaule, and viſibly (ro wy apprebenfion) (aw ir 
carried by Elues and Fairies, into the flousy fields about Elfrem, vvhere 
Louers departed out ofhis life, vvalk among the beds of Lillies and Ro- 
ſes, ſuch as are notinthis world to be ſeene, neicher ro be imagined by 2- 
ny humane Capacity . $0 ſuper-abounding was the pleafure of this 10y 
and ſolace, that, how long I continued there, or by what meanes [ vvas 
tranſported hither againe this morning, it is beyond all ability in mee to 
expreſſe, or how I aſſumed my body againe after thatgreat God hadde 
made vſc thereof to your ſeruice. Yell Friar Albert (quoth ſhee) you 
nay ſce what an happincile hath pefalne you, by ſo groſſe an opinion of 
my pertections, and what a felicity you enioy, and (hull arc like ro do, by 
my pardoning your error, and granting the Gods acceſſc to me in your 
thape : which as Lenuy not,ſol wiſh you heereafter to be wiſer,in taking 
vpon you to wdge of beautic, Much other idle folly proceeded from hir, 
which ſtillhe ſoothed to her contentment, and (as vccafion ſcrued) ma- 
ny meetings they had in the former manner. 

[t fortuned within a few dayes after that Madam Li/ertabeing in com- 
pany wich one of her Goflips, and their conference (as commonly it tal- 
Icth out to be) concerning other women of the City ; their beaunie, be- 
haviour, amorous ſurers and ſeruants, and generall opinion conceived 
of their worth and merit; wherein Zz/ezta was ouer-much conceyred of 
herielfe, not admitting any other to be her equall. Among other ſpce- 
ches, ſauouring of an voſeaſoned braine : Goſhip(quoth ſhe)if you knew 
what account is made of my beauty, and who holdes it inno meane efſti- 
mation, you would then freely confeſle, that I deſerueto bee preferred 
before any other. As women are ambitious intheir owne opinions,fo 
commonly are they couctous of one anothers ſecrets, eſpecially in mar- 
cer of emulation, whereupon the Goſhp thus replyed. Belecue me Ma- 
dam, I make no doubt but your ſpeeches may bee true, inregard of your 
almired beauty, and many other perteQions belide : yertletmetell you, 
priuiledges, how great and ſingular ſoeuer they be,withour they are kno- 
wen to others, be{tde ſuch as do particularly enioy them ; they carrie no 
more account, thenthings of ordinary eſtimation, VV heras on the con- 
trary, when any Lady or Gentlewoman hath ſome eminent and peculiar 
fauour, which few or none other can reach vnto, and it is made famous 
by gcnerall notion : then da allwomen elle admire and honor her,asthe 
2!0ry of their kinde,and a miracle of Nature, | 
| perceiue Goſlip ſaid Liſetia wherat you ayme,& ſuch is my loue to you, 
as you ſhould nor loſc your longing tathis caſe, were 1 but conſtanuly ſe- 
cured of your ſecrecy, which as hitherto Ihauc bene no way able to tax, 
lo would I be loth now to be. mare ſuſpitious ofthen needs. Bur yer this 
matter is of ſuch maine moment, that if you will proteſt as you axe truely 
vertuous, neuer tarcueale it to any liwing bedy, I will diſclole to you al- 
moſi a miracle. The vertuous oath being paſt,with many other ſolemne 
protefiations befide,Ti/crta then procegdedin thismanner. : i. 

L know Goſlip, thatit is a matter of common eppporhuniſe: 
ages 
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Ladies and Gentlewomen to be graced with fauourites, men offraile 8; 
mortall conditions, whoſe naturesare as ſubicQ to inconſtancy, as their 
very beſt endeuours dedicated to folly, as I could name no mean number 
of our Ladies heere in Yencce. But when 107% deitics ſhal feele the 
impreſſion of our humane defires,and behold ſubieRs of ſuch prevailing 
efficacy,asroſubqdue their greateſt power,yea,and make them cnamored 
of morrall creatures: you may well imagine Goſſip, ſuch a beauty is ſupe- 
riour to any other. And ſuch is the happy fortune of your friend Liſerta, 
of whoſe perteRions,great Cupid the awetull commanding God of Loue 
himſelfe, conceiued ſuch an extraordinary liking : as he hath abandoned 
his ſeare of ſupreme Maieſty, and appearcd to me inthe ſhape of a mor- 
tall man,with liuely expreſſion of his amorous paſſions, and what extre- 
mitiesof anguith he hath endured, onely for my loue. May this be poſh 
ble? replyed the Goſſip. Can the Gods be toucht with the apprehenl(i- 
on of our fraile paſſions ? True it is Goſſip, anſwered Liſerta, and fo cer- 
tainly true, that his ſacred kiſſes, ſweet embraces,and mol! pleaſing ſpee- 
ches, with proffer ot his comtiauall deuotion towards me, hath giuen me 
good cauſe to confirme what 1 ſay,and tothinke my felicity farre beyond 
all other womens,being honoured with his often nightly viſttations, 

The Goflip inwardly ſmiling at her idle ſpeeches, which(nevertheles) 
ſhe atzouched with very vehement afſeuerations : fell inſtantly ficke of 
womens natural} diſcaſe, thinking euery minute atedious month,till ſhe 
were in company with tome other Goſſips, to breake the obligation of 
her vertuvus promile,and thar others (as well as her (clte)mighr laugh ar 
the folly of this ſhallow-witted woman. The next day following, it was 
her hap to be at awedding,among a great number of other women, who 
quickly ſhe acquainted with this ſo ſtrange a wonder ; as they did the like 
to their husbands : and paſſing ſofrom hand to hand, inleſle ſpace then 
two daies,all/enice was fully poſſeſſed with it. oo 

Among the reſt, the brethren co this fooliſh woman,heard this admi- 
rable newes concerning their Siſter; and they diſcrectly concealing it to 
themſclues, clofcly concluded,ro watch the walks of this pretended god: 
and it he ſoared not too lofty a flight, they would clip his wings,to come 
the better acquainted with him. It fortuned, thatthe Friar hearing his 
Cupidicall vifitations ouer-publikely diſcouered, purpoſed to check and 
repraue Li/erts for her indiſcretion. And being habired according to his 
tormer manner, his Friarly Cowle covering al his former bravery,he left | 
his companion where he vſed to:ſtay, and olely walked along vnto the 
houſc,No ſooner was he entred, bur the Brethren being ambuſhed neer 
to thedoore,wentin after him, and aſcending the ſtaires, by ſuch time as 
he had vncaſed himſelfe,and appeared like God Cupid, with his ſpangled 
wings diſplayed: they ruſhed inrothe Chamber,and he hauing no other 
refuge, opened a large Caſement, Rtanding directly oucr the great gulte 
or Kiucr,and preſently leapt into the water; which being deepe, and hee 
Skiltull in ſwimming; be had no ether barme by his fall, albeit rhe ſodain 
atirightdid much perplex him © © © 
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Recouering thefurther fide ofthe Riuer, he clpieda light, : the doore 


of an houſe open,whercin dwelt a poore man,whom he earneſtly intrea- 
red,ro ſaue both his life and reputarion,telling him many lies and tales by 
what meanes he was thus diſguiſed, and throwne by night-walking Vil- 
lines into the water. The poore man, being mouedto compaſſonate 
his diſtreſſed eftateglaid him in his owne bed, miniſtring ſuch other com- 
fortsto him,as the time and his pouerty did permit;zand day drawing on, 
he went about his buſineſle, aduiſing him to take his reſt, and it ſhould 
not be long till he returned, So,locking the doore,and leauing the coun- 
cerfer God in bed, away goes the pooreman to his datly labor. The Bre- 
thren to Liſerta, perceiving God Cupid to bee fled and gone, and thee in 
meancholly ſadnefle fitting by taem: they tooke vp the Reliques he had 
If behind him, I meanethe Friars hood and Cowle, which ſhewing to 
their fiſter,and ſharply reproving her vawomanly bchauiour : they lefte 
lier 1n no Meane diſcomfort, returning hometo their owne houſes, with 
their conquered ſpoiles of the forlorne Friar. 

During the time of thele occurrences, broad day ſpeeding on , & the 
poore man returning hameward by the Rzalto, to vilit his guelt ſo lefte in 
bed : he beheld diners crouds of people, and a ecnerallrumor noyſed a- 
mong them, thac God Cuidhad beene that night with Madame Li/erra, 
where being ouer-cloſely purſued by her Brethren, for fcar of being ſur- 
prizcd, he leapt out of her window into the gulfe, and no one could tell 
what vas become of him. Heereupon, the poore man beganne to ima- 
gine that the gueſt entertained by him in the night ticae, muſt needs bee 
thc ſame ſuppoſed God Cuprd,as by his wings and other embelliſhments 
appeared : wherefore being come horne, and fitting downe on the beds 
ſide by him,after ſome few ſpeeches paſſing between them, he knew him 
to be Friar Albert, who promiſed to giue him fifry ducates, it hee would 
not betray him ro Liſertaes brethren. 

Vpon the acceptatign of this offer, the money being ſent for, and pai- 
ed downe; there wanted nothing now, but ſome apt and conuemient 
meanes, whereby Albert might ſately be conueyed into the Monaſterie, 
which being wholly referred to the poore mans care and truſt, thus hee 
ſpake. Sir,l ſee no likely-hoode of your cleare eſcaping home, except in 
this manner as I aduiſe you. VVe obſeruc this day as a merry Feſtiuall, & 
it is lawtull for any one, to diſguiſe a man inthe skin of a Beare, or in the 
fhape of a ſauage man, or any other forme of better deuice. VVhich be- 
ing ſo done, he is brought vpon S.arks marker place,where being hun- 
tcd a while with dogs, vpon the huntings concluſion,the Feaſt is ended, 
and then each man leades his monſter whether him pleafeth. If you can 
accept any ofrheſe ſhapes, before you bee ſeene heere in my poore abi- 
ding, then can [ ſafely (afterward) bring you where you would bee. O- 
therwiſc,[ ſce no poſsible meanes,how you may eſcape hence vnknown,; 
for it is withour all queſtion to the contrary,that the Gentlewomans bre- 
thren,knowing your concealment in ſome one place or other,wil ſet ſuch 
ſpies and watches for you throughout the City,as you muſt needs be ra- 
ken by them. Now, 
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Now, although it ſeemed a moſt ſeuere impoſition, for Albert to paſſe 
in any of theſe diſguiſes: yer his cx ceeding feare of Li/ettaes brethren ang 
friends, made him gladly yeelde, and to vndergo what ſhape the pocre 
man pleaſed, which thus he ordered. Annointing his naked body with 
Hony, he then couered it ouer with downy ſmall Feathers, and taſtning 
a chainc about his necke,and a ſtrange vgly vizard on his face; heegaue 
him a great (taffe in the one hand, and two huge Maſtiue dogs chained 
together in the other, which he had borrowed in the Butchery . Aﬀecr. 
ward, he ſent aman to the Rzalts, who there proclaimed by the ſound of 
Trumpet : Thar all (uch as deſired to (ec God Cupid, which the laſt nighr 

had deſcended downe from the skies, and fell (by ill hap)into the Yeye;1.. 
as oulte, letthiem repaire to the publike Market place of S. Aarke, ang 
there he would appcarein his owne ikeneſle. 

This being done, ſoone after he left his houſe, and leading him tluis 
diſpniſed along by lis chaine, hee was followed by great crowds of peo- 
plz, cucry one queſtioning of whence, and what he was. In which man- 
ner, he brought him to the Market place , where an infinite number of 
people were gathered together, as well of the followers, as of them that 
betore heard the proclamation. There he made choiſe of a pillar, which 
ltood in a placc ſomewhat highly exalted, wherco he chained his ſavage 
man, making ſhew, as if he meant to awaite there, till the hunting ſhold 
begin : in which rime, the Flies, Waſpes, and Hornets, did fo terribly 
ſting his naked body, being annointed with Hony,that he endured thers 
by valpcakable anguith. VVhenthe poore man ſaw, that there needed 
no more concourſe of people; pretending, as it he purpoſed roj{etlooſe 
I1s Saluage man; he rooke the maske or vizard from Alberts face, and 
thenhe ſpake aloud in this manner. 

Gen'lemen and others, ſceingthe wilde Boare commeth not to out 
bnting, becaule | imagine that he cannot catily be found : 1 meanc (to 
the end you may not lole your labour in commigg hither) to ſhew you 
the great God of Louc called Cp:4, whom Poets feigncd long finice to 
be a little boy, bur now growne to manly ſtature, You ſec in what nia- 
ner he hath lett his high dwelling,onely for the comfort of our Venetian 
beauties : but belike the night-togs ouer-tiagging his wings, he fell into 
our gulte, and comes nowto preſent his ſeruice to you.' Noſooner had 
he taken off his vizard, bur cuery onekneiw him tobe Friar Albert; and 
todainly aroſe ſuch ſhoutes and out-cries, with moſt bitter words brea- 
thed forth againſthim, hurling alſo ſtones, durt and filth in his face, that 
his beſt acquaintance then could take no knowledge of him,and not any 
one pittying his abuſing. | 

So long continued the offended people in their fury, that newes ther- 
of was carried to the Conuent, and ſix of his Religious brethren came, 
who caſting an habite about bim, and releaſing him from his chain they 
ted him to the Monaſtery, not without much molleſtation and trouble 
of the people ; where impriſoning him in their houſe, ſeueritie of ſome 
inflicted puniſhment, or rather conceite for his open ſhame, ſome 
is 
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his dayes,and ſohedyed. Thus youſee faire Ladics, whey licentious 
life muſt be clouded with acloake- of ſanctity,' - and. euill aRions dayly 
commitzed, yet eſcaping vncredired; there will come a time ar length, 


for iuſt diſcouering of all, thac the good may ſhine ia thei: true luſter of 
glory,and the bad (inke inthcjr owne deſc rucd ſhame. 


Three yong Gentlemen affeFins three Siſters, fledde with them into Candie. 
The eldeſt of them (through waloujir) becommeth the death of her Lower - 
The ſecond, by conſenting to the Duke of Candies reque#t,us the mernes of 
ſauing her life. Afterward, er owne Friend killeth ger, and thence flyeth 
away with the elaer Siſter, Tye third couple, both man & woman, are chay- 
ged with ner death, and bring commited priſoners, they confeſſe the fate ; 
And ſearing death, by corruption of money they preudile with their keepers, 
eſcaping from thence to Rhodes, where they died in great pouerty, 

The chird Nouell. 6. | 
Heerein is declared, how dangero 4s the occaſton is, 'enſuing by anger and ie. 
ſpizht, in ſuch as entirely loue ,ejpecially being ininried and offended by them 
that they loue, 
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Hen the King perceiued, that Madame Pampinea had ended her 
diſcourſe ; he farfadly a prety while, without vttering one word, 
but afterward ſpake thus. Little goodneſle appeared in the beginning of 
this Nouell, becauſe it miniſtred occaſion of mirth zyetthe ending pro- 
ucd better, and I could wiſh, that worſe inflictions bad falneon the ve- 
nerious Friar. Then turning towards Madam Lavretta,he ſaid ; Lady,do 
youtell vs a berter tale, if poſſible it may be. She ſmiling, thus anſwered 
the King : Sir, you are oucr-cxuelly bent againſt poore Louers, in defi- 
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firing , that their amourous proccſhons ſhould have harſh and ſiniſter 
concludings. Neuertheleſſe, in obedience royour ſevere command, 4. 
mong three perſons amourouſly perplexed, | will relate an vnhappy eq. 
ding; whereas all may be ſaide to ſpecde as vntortunately, being equally 
alike, in enjoying the iſſue of their defires, and thus I purpoſe tor to pro. 
ceede. 

Euery vice (choiſe Ladies) as very well you know, redoundeth to the 
great diſgrace and preiudice, of him or her by whom it ispraRiiſed, and 
oftentimes to others. Now ,among thoſe common hurtfull enemies,the 
finne or vice which moſt carrieth vs with full carrere, and draweth vs into 
vnauoidable perils and dangers; in mine opinion, ſeemeth to be that of 
choller or anger , which is nothing elſe, but a ſudden and inconſiderate 
mouing, provoked by ſome receiued iniury, which having excluded all 
reſpect of reaſon, and dimde (with darkevapours) the bright diſcerning 
ſight of rhe vnderſt anding, enflameth the minde with moſt violent furic. 
And albeit this inconvenience happeneth moſt to men , and more to 
ſomefew,rhen others; yet notwithſtanding, it harh been noted, that wo. 
men haue felt the ſelfe ſame infirmity, and in more extreme manner, be- 
cauſe it much ſooner is kindled in them , and burneth with the brighter 
Aame, in regard th:yhauethelefler confideration, and therefore n6tto 
be wondred at, Forifwe will aduiſcdly obſcrue, we ſhall plainely per- 
cciue, that fire (ciien of his owne nature) taketh hold on ſuch things as 
arclight and tender, much ſooner then it can on hard and weighty ſub- 
ſtances; and fome of vs women (let men take no offence at my words) 
arc farre more ſoftand delicare then they be, and therefore more fraile. 
In which regard,ſeeing we arc naturally eficlined hereto, and conſidering 
alſo,how much auiraffabilityaud gentleneſſe, doe ſhew themſclues plea- 
ſing and full of g&ntent , tothoſe men with whom we areto live; and 
likewiſe , how anger and fury are compatted of extraordinary perils : 1 
purpoſe (becauſewe may be the more valiant in our courage,to outſtand 
the fierce aſſaults of wrath and rage)to ſhew you by mine enſning Nouel, 
how che loues of three young Gentlemen, and of as many Gentlewo- 
men,came to farall and vnforrunate ſucceſle,by the tempeſtuous anger of 
onc among them, according as I have formerly ad vnto you. 

Marſeilles (as you are not now to learne) is in Prowexce, ſeated on the 
Sea, andis alſo a very ancient and moſt noble City , which hath beence 
(heretofore) inhabited with farre richer and more wealthy Merchants, 
then at this inſtanttimeitis. Among whom there was one, named Nar- 
naldo Cinada, a man but of meane condition, yet cleare in faith and repus- 
tation,and in lands, goods,and ready monies, immeaſurably rich. Many 
children he had by his Wife,among whom were three Daughters,which 
exceeded his Sonnesin yeeres. Two of them being twinnes,and borne 
of one body, were counted to be fifteene yeares old; thetbird was foure- 
teene, and nothing hindered marriage in their Parents owne expecta- 
tion, but the returne home of Narnaldo , who was then abroade in Spam 


wh his Merchandiſes, Theeldeſ of theſe Siſters was named m_ 
opp = 


— 


CY A I I tn, —— —_ 


pn 
p—_— — ——_— 


gouerned by C2 


the ſecond Magdalena, and the third Berte/{a. A Gentleman (albeit but 

oore in fortunes) and called Reſtagnone, was ſo extraordinarily enamou- 
red of Ninetta, as no man poſhbly could be more, and ſhee likewiſe as 
earneſt in affection towards him ; yet both carrying their loues procee- 
ding with ſuch ſecreſic, as long time they cnioyed their hearts ſweete 
contentment,yet vndiſcouered by any eye. 

It came to paſle, that two other young Gallznts,the one named Folcs, 
and the other Hugnetro, (who had atrained to incredible wealth, by the 
deceaſe of theic Father)were alſo as farre in loue,the one with Magdalena, 
and the other with Berte{/a. When Reſtagnone had intelligence thereof, 
by the meanes of his faire friend Ninezta; he purpoſedto releeue his po- 
uerty,byf! riendly furthering both their loue,and his owne : and growing 
into familiarity with them, one while he would walke abroade with Fol- 
co, and then againe with Hugnetto, but oftner with them both together, 
to viſite their Miſtreſſes,and continue worthy friendſhip.On a day,when 
hee ſaw the time ſutable to his intent, and that hee had invited the two 
Gentlemen home to his Houſe , hee fell into this ike conference with 
them. 

Kind friends (quoth he) the honeſt familiarity which hath paſt be- 
eweene vs, may render you ſome certaine aſſurance, of the conſtant louc 
I beare to you both, being as willing to worke any meanes that may tend 
ro your good, as I defire to compaſle mine owne. And becauſe thetruth 
of mine affe&ion cannot concealc it ſelfe to you , I meaneto acquaine 
you with an intention, wherewith my braine hatha long while trauciled, 
and now may foone be delivered of, if it may paſſe with your liking and 
approbation. Let me then tell you, thar except your ſpeeches ſauour of 
vntruth, and your aCtions carry a double vnderſtanding, in common be- 
hauiour both by night and day, you appeare to pine and conſume away, 
in the cordial] loue you beare to two of the Siſters, as I ſuffer the ſame af- 
fictions for the third, with reciprocall requitall of their deareſt afteion 
to vs. Now, toqualifie the heate of our rormenting flames, if you will 
condeſcend to ſuch a courſe as I ſhall aduiſc you, the remedy will yeeld 
them equalleaſe to ours, and we may ſafely enioy the benefit of content- 
ment. As wealth aboundeth with you both, fo doth want moſt extreme- 
ly tyrannize ouer me : butifonebanke might be made of both your rich 
ſubſtances, I embraced therein as a third partaker, and ſome quarter of 
the World difligned our by vs , whererto liue at hearts caſe vpon your 
poſſeſſions; I durſt engage my credite, that all the Siſters, (not meanly 
ſtored withthcir Fathers treaſure) ſhall beare vs company to what place 
ſocuer we pleaſe. There cach man freely enioying his owne deareſt loue, 
we may live like three brerhren, without any hinderance to our mutuall 
contentment; it remaineth now in you Gentlemen, to accept this com- 
fortable offer,or to refuſe ir. 

The two Brothers, whole paſhons excecded their beſi meanes for fup- 
port, percciuing ſome hope how to enioy their loves ; delired no long 

time of deliberation, or greatly diſputed with their thoughts what was 
D d 2 be(l 


EFF 


_ 


Nouell 3 pk The Fourth Day 


beſt to be done: but readily replyed, that let happen any danger whatloe. 
uer,they would ioyne with him in this determination,aud he ſhould pax. 
take withthem in their wealthieſt fortunes. After Reſtaznone had heard 


their anſwer, within ſome few dayes following, he went to conferre with 

Nietta, which was no eafie matter for him to compaſſe. Neuerthcleſſe, 

opportunity proued ſo fauourable to him, that meeting with her at a pri- 
uate place appointed, he diſcourſed at large, what had paſſed betweene 
lim and the other two young Gentlemen, maintaining the ſame with 
many good reaſons, to haue her like and allow of the enterprize, VV hich 
although (for a while) he could very hardly doe; yer, in regard ſheehad 
moredefirethen power,without ſuſpitionto be datly in his company ,ſhe 
franckly thus anſwered. My hearts choſen friend, Icannor any way mi. 
like your aduiſe, and will rake ſuch order with my Siſters, that they ſhall 
agrec to our reſolution: let it therefore be your charge, that you and the 
reit make euery thing ready, to depart from hence ſo joone, as with beſi 
conuenient meanes we may be enabled. 

ke/ia2none being returned to Folcoand Hygnetto, who thought cucry 
houre a vecre, to heare what would ſucceed vypon the promile paſt be- 
tweene them; he told them in plaine rermes that their Ladzes were as free 
in conſent as they , and nothing wanted now, but furniſhment for their 
ſudden departing Having concluded,that Canaye ſhould be their har- 
bour for entertainment, they made ſale of ſome tew inheritances, which 
lay the readic(t for their purpoſe, as alſo the goods in their Houſes , and 
then,vnder colour of venting Merchandiſcs abroade;they bought anim- 
ble Pinnace, fortified with good ſtrength and preparation, and waited 
bur for a conuenient wind. Onthe other {ide,Nrpetta, who was ſuffici- 
ently acquainted with the forwardneſſc of her Siſters defires and her 
owne; had ſo ſubſtantially preuailed with them, that a good voyage now 
was the ſole expeEtation. Vhereypon,the ſame night when they ſhould 
let away , they opened a ſtrong barred Cheſt of their Fathers , whence 
they tooke great {tore of gold and collly Iewels, wherewith eſcaping ſe- 
cretly out of the Houſe; they came to the place where their Louers at- 
rended for them, and going all aboard the Pinnace, the windes were fo 
turtherous ro them;that without touching any where,the night following 
they arriued at Geneway. 

There being our of peril or purſuite,they all knit the knot of holy wed- 
locke, and then freely cnioyed their long wiſhed deſires, from whence 
ſetting ſayle againe, and being well furniſhed with all things wanting ; 
paſſing on from Port to Port, atthe end of eight dayes they landed in 
Cana, not meeting with any impeachment by the way. Determining 
there to ſpend their dayes , firſt they prouided themſclues of faire and 
goodly Lands in the Countrey, and then of beautifull dwelling Houſes 
in the City, with all due furniſhments belonging to them, and Familics 


| well beſceming ſuch worthy Gentlemen, and all delights elſe for their 


daily recreations, inviting their Neighbours, and they them againein 10- 


uing manner; ſo that no Loucrs could wiſhto liuc in more ample con- 
rentment. Paſhng 
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Paſſing on their time in this height of felicity, and not croſſed by any 
ſiniſter accidents, it came to paſle (as ofren wee may obſeruc inthe like 
occaſions, that although delights doe moſt eſpecially pleaſe vs, yet they 
breed ſurfer, when they {well roo OUCTr-greatin abundance) that Ret ag- 
noxe, who moſt deerely afteRed his faire Vinetta, and had her now in his 
free poſſeſſion, withour any perill of looſing her : grew now alſo tobee: 
wearie of her,and conſequently, to faile in thoſe tamiliar performances, 
which formerly had paſſed betweene them. For, being one day inuitcd 
to 2 Banker, hee ſaw there a beautifull Gentle-woman oft that C ountrey, 
whole perfeCtions pleaſing him beyond all comp.r.ton : hee labored (by 
painfu]l purſuite) to win his purpoſe; and meeting with her in diuers pri- 
uate places, grew predigallin his expences vpon her. This could not be 
lo cloſely carried,bur beeing ſcene and obſcrued by Ninetta, ſhe became 
poſleſled with ſuch exireame iclouſie, that hee could not doe any thing 
whatſocuer, but immediately he had knowledge of it: which fire, grow- 
ing to a flame in her,her patience became extreamely prouoked, vrging 
rough an rude ſpeeches trom her to him,and daily tormenting him be- 
yond power of ſfferance. 

Asthe enioying of any thing in too much plenty, makes it appeare 
irkeſome and loathi:g to v«*, and the deniall ot our deſires, do more and 
more wher on the appetite: euen fo did the angry ſpleene of Ninetta pro- 
ccede on in violence, againitthis newe commenced loue of Reſtaguone. 
For in ſuccethon of time, whether hee enioyed the embracements of 
his new Miltreſle, or no : yet Niretta(by (iniſter reports,but much more 
through her owne jealous imaginations) held it for infallible, and to be 
moſt cerraine. Heereupon,the fell into an extreame melancholly,which 
melancholly begat implacable fu:y, and (conſequently) ſuch contemp- 
tible diſdaine : as conuerted her former kindly loue to RejZagnone , into 
moſtcruell and bloudie hatred; yea, and fo ſtrangely was reaſon or re- 
ſpe confounded in her, as no reuenge elſe but ſpeedy death, might 
ſatisfic the wrongs ſhee imagined to recciue by ReZagnone and his Mini- 
on. 

Vpon enquiry, by what meanes ſhee might beſt compaſle her bloody 
intention, ſhe grew acquainted with a Grec7ay woman, and wondcei tul- 
ly expert in the compounding of poyſons, whom thee {o periwaded, by 
gifts and bounteous promiſes,thar ar the length (hee preuailed with her. 
A deadly water was diſtiiled by her , which (without any other coun- 
{e]|to the contrary) on a day when ReZagnone had his blood fome-whar 
ouer-heated, and little dreamed on any ſuch Treaſon conſpired againſt 
him by his Wife, ſhe cauſcd him to drinke a great draught thereof, vn- 
der prerence, that it was a moſtſoucraigne and cordiall water: bur ſuch 
was the powerfull operation thereof, that the very next morning, Ke- 
ſta2none was found to be dead in his bed. VWhen his death was vnder- 
ſtood by Folco, Hugnetts and their Wiuecs, and not knowing how hee 
came to bee thus empoyſoned (becauſe their ſiſter ſeemed to bemoane 


his ſodaine death , with as appatrant ſhewes of mourning as they could 
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ccaſecd. 
But as Fortune isinfinite in her fagaries, neuer ating diſaſter ſo cloſe. 


ly,but as cunningly diſcoucreth it againe : ſoit came to palle,that within 
a tew dayes following, the Grecian woman, that had deliucred the poy- 
ſon to Ninetta, for ſuch another deede of damnation, was apprehendeq 
cuen inthe ation. And being put vpon the tortures, among many other 
horrid villanies by her commirrec, the confeſled the empoyloning of Re. 
/taynone, and euery particle thereto appertaining. Wherupon, the Duke 
of Candie, without any noyſe or publication, ſerring a ſtrong guard (jn 
the night time)about the houſe of Folco, where Ninetta then was lodged, 
there {odainly they ſeized on her, & vpon examination, in maintainance 
of her deſperate reuerge ; voluntarily confeſſed the fat, and what elſe 
concerned the occaſion of his death, by the wrongs which hee had offe- 
red her, 6 

Folco and Huonetto vnderſtanding ſecretly, both from the Duke, & 9. 
therintimate triends, what was the reaſon of Nizettaes apprehenſion, 
which was not a littlc diſplealing to them, laboured by all their beſt pains 
and cndcauaur, to worke ſuch meanes with the Duke, that her life might 
not perith by fire,aichough ſhe had moſt juſtly deſcruedit ; but all their 
atternp's prooued tono effect, becauſe rhe Duke had concluded to exe- 
Cute 1nltice, 

Heere you are to obſerue, that Magdalena ( becing a very beautifull 
VWoman, yong, andin the choifeſt flower of her time: ) bad often betore 
bin ſolicited by the Duke, to entertaine his loue and kindneſle, where- 
to by no ineanes the would liſten or giue conſent. And being now moſi 
carneſtly importuned by her, for the ſatety of her Siſters life, ſhee rooke 
hold on this her daily ſuite to him, and inpriuate told her,that if ſhe was 
ſo defirons of Ninettaes lite : it lay in her power to obraine it,by granting 
him the truition of her loue. She apparantly perceiuing,that Nenetta was 
not likely toliue, burby the proſtitution of her chaſte bonour,which ſhe 
preterred before the loſſe of her owne lite, or her Siſters ; concluded, to 
Ict her dye, rather then run into anyſuch diſgrace. But hauing an cxcel- 
lent ingenious wit, quicke, and apprehenfiue in perillous occaſions, ſhee 
intended now to make a trial of ouer-reaching the laſciuious Duke in his 
wanton purpole,and yer to be aſſured of her Siſters life, without any ble- 
miſh to her reputation. 

Soliciting him ſtill as ſhe was wont to doe, this promiſe paſſed from 
her to him, that when Ninetta was deliuercd out of priſon, and in ſafety 
at home in her houſe : hee ſhould reſort thither in ſome queint diſguiſe, 
and enioy his long expected deſire ; but vntill then ſhe would not yeeld. 
So violent was the Duke in the proſecution of his purpoſe,that vnder co- 
lour of altering the manner of Ninerraes death, not ſuffering herto bee 
conſumed by fire, but to be drowned, according to a cuſtome obſcrued 
there long time, and at the importunity of her Siſter Magdalena, inthe 


Bill ſilence of thenight, Ninetzawas conneyed into a ſacke, and —_ 
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[hatmanner to the Houte of Folco, the Duke tollowing ſoone after, to 
challenge her promiſe. 

Mazdalena, hauing acquainted her Husband with her vertuous inten- 
tion, for preſeruing her Siſters life, and dilappointing the Duke in his 
wicked delire 3 was as contrary to her true meaning in this caſe, as s- 
yettahad formerly beene aduerle to Reffagnone, onely being oucr-ruled 
likewiſe by icaloufie, and perſwaded in his raſh opinion, that the Duke 
had already diſhonoured Magaalens, otherwiſe, he woul not haue deli. 
ered Nizetta out of priſon. Mad fury gaue further fire to this vnmanly 

crſwaſion, and nothing will now quench this violent ſhame, bur the life 
of poore Madalena, ſuddenly ſacrificed inthe reſcue of her Siſters, ſuch 
adiucll is anger , when the vnderſtandings bright eye is thereby abuſed. 
No credit might be giuen to her womanly proteſtations, nor any thing 
ſceme to alter his bloody purpoſe; but, hauing flaine 17azdalena with his 
Poniard , ( notwithſtanding her teares and humble cntreaties ) hee ran 
in haſte to Nrmettaes Chamber, {hee not dreaming on any ſuch deſperate 
accident, and to her he vſed theſe diſſembling ſpeeches. 

Siſter (quoth he) my wite hath aduiſed, that I ſhould ſpeedily conuey 
you hence, as fearing the renewing ofthe Dukes fury, and your falling a- 
gaincinto the hands of luſtice: I haue a Barke readily prepared for you, 
andyour life being ſecured,it is all that ſhe andI doe moſt deſire. Nrnetea 
beg fearctull, and no way diſtruſting what he had ſaide; in thankful al- 
lowaace of her Siltets care , and curteous tender of his fo ready fernice; 
departed thence preſently with him, not raking any farewell of her other 
Si{ter and her Husband. To the Sea-ſhore they came, very weakely pro- 
uided of monies to defray their charges , and getting aboard the Barke, 
circfed their courſe themmſelues knew not whether, 

The amourous Duke in his diſguiſe, having long daunced attendance 
at Folcoes doore, and no admittance of his entrance; angerly returned 
backe to his Court, proteſting ſeuere reuenge on Magdalena, if ſhe gaue 
him not the berter ſatisfaQtion, to cleare her from thus baſlely abuſing 
him. Onthe morrow morning, when Mazaalena was found murthered 
in her Chamber, and tidings thereof carried to the Duke; preſent ſearch 
was made for the bloody offendor , but Foko being fled and gone with 
Ninetta; ſome there were, who bearing deadly hatred to Hupnetto, incen- 
ſcdthe Duke againſt him and his wie, as ſuppoſing them to be guilty of 
Mardalenaes death. He being thereto very ealily perſwaded, in regard 
of his immoderate loue to the {laine Gentlewoman; went himſclfe in per- 
{on (attended on by his Guard) to Hugnetroes Houſe, where both he and 
his wife were ſeized as priſoners. 

Theſe newes were very ſtrange to them, and their impriſonment as 
vawelcome; and although they were truly innocent,cither in knowledge 
of the horrid faR, or the departure of Folco with Ninetta: yet being vna- 
bletoendurethe tortures extremity , they made themſelues culpable by 
conſzſhon , and that they had hand with Folco in the murder of Magda- 
in, Vponthis their forced confeſſion, and ſentence of death pronoun- 
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cedon them by the Duke himſelfe ; before the day appointed for their 
publike execution, by great ſummes of money , which they had cloſely 
hid in their Houſe, to ſerue when any vrgent extremitic ſhouid happen 
to them; they corrupted their keepers, and before any intelligence could 
be had of their flight, they eſcaped by Sea to Rhodes, where they liucd af- 
rerward in great diſtreſſe and miſery. The iuſt vengeance of Heauen fol. 
lowed after Folco and Ninetra, he for murthering his honeſt wife, and ſhe 
for poyſoning her offending Husband : for being beaten a long while on 
the Seas,by tempeſtuous ſtormes and weather, and not admitted landing 
in any Portor crecke; they were driuen backe on the Coaſt of Candie 4. 
eainc,, where being apprehended , and brought to the City before the 
Duke, they confeſſed their ſeucrall notorious offences, and ended their 
loathed liues in one fire together. 
Thus the idle and looſe loue of Reſtagnone, with the franticke rage and 

icalouſic of Aznetta and Folco, ouerturned all their long continued hap- 
pineſle, and threw a diſaſtrous cndivg on them all. 


ew 


Gerbins, contrary to the former pliahted faith of his Grand-father, King Gu- 
hclmo, fought with a Ship at Sea, belonzing to the Kin? of T hanis, co take 
away his Daughter , who was then in the ſame Ship. Shee being ſlaine by 
them that had the poſſeſſion of her, he likewiſe ſlew them z and afterward 
had his owne head [mitten off. 

The fourth Nouetl, 

In commendation of Tuſtice betweene Princes; and declaring withall, that nei. 
ther feare, aanzers, nor death it ſelfe, can any way datnt 4 true and loyail 

Louer, 
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plaining on Louers misfortunes, ſome blamingthe angry and ica- 
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lous fury of Nietts, and cucry one dcliucring their ſeuerall opinions ; 
the King, as awaking out of a paſſionate perplexity, exalted his lookes, 
giving a [igne to Madam Elſa, that ſhee ſhould follow next in order, 
wherecto ſhe obeying, began in this manner. I hauc heard (Gracious La- 
dies, quoth ſhe ) of many people, who are verily perſwaded, that Loves 
arrowes, neuer wound any body,but onely by the eyes lookes and gazes, 
mocking and ſcorning ſuch as maintaine that men may fall in loue by hea- 
ring oucly. VWhercin (beleeuc me) they are greatly deceiued, as will 
appeate by a Nouell which I muſt now relate vato you,and wherein you 
(hall plainely perceific, that not onely fame or report is as prevailing as 
{ight;but alſo hath conduQed diuers,to a wretched and miſerable ending 
of theirliues. 

Guitelmo the ſecond, King of Sicilie, according as the Sicilian Chroni- 
cles record, had two children, the one a ſonne,, named Doy Rogers, and 
the other a daughter, called Mad am Conſtance. The ſaide Rogero diced be- 
forc his Father, leaving a ſonne behind him, named Gerb1mo, who, with 
much care and coſt, was brought vp by his Grand-father, prouing to be a ( 
very goodly Prince, and wondroutly eſteemed for his great valour and 
humanity. His fame could not containe it ſelfe, within the bounds or li- 
mits of Sicilze onely, but being publiſhed very prodigally, in many parts 
of the world beltde,flourithed with no meane commendations through- 
out all Barbarie, which in thoſe dayes was tributary to the King of Srcilie. 
Among other perſons, deſeruing moſt to be reſpeed, the renowned 
vcrtues, and affability of this gallant Prince Gerbino, was vnderſtood by 
the beautious Daughter to the King of Thunts, who by ſuch as had ſeenc 
her, was reputed to be one of the rareſt creatures, the beſt conditioned, 
and of the trueſt noble ſpirit, that euer Nature framed in her very choy- 
ceſt pride of art. 

Of famous, vertuous, and worthy men, it was continually her chee- 

Feſt delight to heare, and the admired aQions of valiant Gerbrno,reported 
to her by many ſingular diſcourſers, ſuch as could beſt deſcribe him, with 
language anſwerable to his due deſeruings, won ſuch honourable enter- 
rainment in her vnderſtanding ſoule , that they were moſt aftetionately 
plealing to her, andin capitulating (ouer and over againe) his manifold 
and heroycall perfeQtions; meere ſpeech made her extreamely amorous 
of him, nor willingly would ſhe lend an care to any other diſcourſe, but 
that which tended to his honour and aduancemenr. 

On the other fide, the fame of her incomparable beauty, with additi- 
on of her other infinite ſingularities beſide; as the World had ginen care 
to in numberleſle places, fo Silie came at length acquainted therewith, 
in ſuch flowing manner, as was truly anſwerable to her merit. Norſce- 
med this as a bare babling rumour, in the Princely hearing of royall Gey- 
bino, but was embraced with ſucha reall apprehenſion, and the entire 
probation of a true vnderſtanding : that he was no lefle enflamed with 
noble afteion towards her, then ſhe expreſſed the like in vertuous opi- 
nion of him. Wherefore, awaiting ſuch conuenicnt opportunity, when 


he 
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he might entreate licenſe of his Grandfather, for his owne going to Thy- 
ns, vnder colourof ſome honourable occaſton, for the carneſt deſire hee 
had to ſec her : he gaue charge to ſome of his eſpeciall friends (whoſe af- 
faires required their preſence in thoſe parts) toler the Princeſſe vnder- 
ſand, in ſuch ſecret manner as beſt they could deuiſe, what noble afteRj- 
on he bare vnto her, deuoting himſelte onely to her ſervice. 

One of his choſen friends thus put intruſt, being a Ieweller, a man of 
ſingular diſcretion, and often reſorting to [Cadies for {1ght ofhis Iewelles, 
winning like admittance to the Princeſle : relared at large vato her, . the 
honourable affetion of Gerbino, with full render of his perſon to her ſer- 
vice, and that ſhe onely wasto diſpoſe of him. Both the meſſage and the 
meſſenger, were molt graciouſly welcome to her,and flaming in theſelf- 
ſzme atte&ion towards him ; as a teſtimony thereof,one of the very choj- 
ſeit [ewels which (he bought of him, ſhee ſent by bim to the Prince Gey- 
bino, it being received by him with ſuch ioy and contentment, as nothing 
inthe world could be more pleafing to him. So that afterward, by thetru- 
iy carriage of this [eweller, many Letters and Loue-tokens paſled be- 
rweene them, cach being as highly pleaſed with this poore, yet happy 
kinde of entercourle, as it they had ſeene & conuerſed with one another. 

Matters proceeding on in this manner, and continuing longer then 
thcirlove-ſicke paſſions cafily could permir, yer neither being able to find 
our any other meanes of helpe ; it fortuned, that the King of Thuns pro- 
niſed his daughter in marriage to the King of Granaaa,whereat ſhe grevy 
exceeding ſorrowtull, perceyuing, that not onely ſhe ſhould be ſent fur- 
ther oft, by a large diſtance of way from her friend, bur alſo bee depriued 
vtrcrly, ot all hope euer to enioy him. Andifſhe could have deviſed any 

- meanes, either by fecret flight from her Father, or any way elsto further 
her intention, the would have aduentured it for the Princes ſake. Gerbine 
in like maner hcaring of this purpoſed mariage, lived in ahel of rorments, 
conlulting oftentimes with his ſoule, how he might bee poſleſled of her* | 
by power, when ſic ſho1ld be ſent by Sea to her husband,or private ſtea- 
I:ng her away from her Fathers Court before : with theſe and infinite 0- 
ther thoughts, was he inceſſancly afflicted, both day and night. 

By ſome vnhappy accident or other, the King of Than heard of this 
their ſecret loue, as alſo of Ger binces purpoſed policy to ſurprize her, and 
how likely he was to effect it, in regard of his manly valour, and ſtorcot 
ſtout friends to a(siſt him. Hereupon, when the time was come, that hee 
would conucy his daughter thence to her marriape,and fearing to bepre- 
ucnted by Gerbins: he (ent to the King of Stctly, ro let him vnderſtand his 
determination, crauing ſafe condut trom him, without impeachment of 
Gerbino, or any oneelfe, vntill ſuch time as his intent was accompliſhed . 
King Gulelmo being aged, and neuer acquainted with the afteQtionat pro- 
ccedings of Gerbiyo, nor any doubrfull reann to vrge this ſecuritic from 
him,ina caſe conuenient to be granted: yeelded the ſooner thereto right 
willingly,and as a fignale ofhis honourable meaning, heſent him his roy- 
all Gloue, witha full confirmation for his fake conduR. 
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nanimous ſpitit, or no, as generall ne had formerly conceyued of 
um, and whether he affected her fo firmely, as by many cloſe meſſages 


lpakc, 
= Gentlemen, if you be thoſe men of valour, as heeretofore you hauc 
becne repured, I am perſwaded, that there are fome among you, who 
either tormerly haue, or now inſtantly do feele, rhe all-commanding po- 
wer of Loue, without which (as Ithinke) there is not any mortall man, 
that can haue any goodneſle or vertue dwelling in him. Wherefore, if 
eucr you haue bene amoroully afteed,or preſently haue any apprehen- 
ſion thereof, you ſhall the more ealily iudge of what 1 now aime ar. True 
tis, that I do loue,and louc hath guided me to be comforted, and man- 
fully aſſiſted by you, becauſe in yonder Ship, which you ſce commeth on 
ſo gently vnder ſaile (euen as if ſhe offered her ſelfc to be our prize) nor 
onely is the Tewell which I moſt eſteeme, bur alſo mighty and vnvalewa- 
ble treaſure, to be wonne withour any difficult labour,or hazard of a dau- 
gerous fight, you being men of ſuch vadauntable courage. In the honour 
of which victory, I couet not any partor parcell, but onely a Ladie, for 
whoſe ſake I haue vndertaken theſe Armes,and freely giue youall the reſt 
contained in the ſhippe. Lervsſert on them, Gentlemen,and my dearcſt 
riends; couragiouſly ler vs aſlaile the ſhip, you ſee how the wind fauors 
Vs, and (queſtionleſſe)in ſo goodan ation, Fortune will norfaile vs. : 
Gervins 
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6s Gerbino needed not to haue-ſpoken ſo much, in perſwading them' tg 
ſcize ſo rich a booty; becauſe the men of Meſiina were naturally addiceg 
ro ſpoile and rapine: and before the Prince began his Oration, they had 
concluded to make the ſhip their purchaſe. VVherefore, giuing alowde 
(hour, according to their Countrey manner, and commaunding thei 
Trumpets to ſound chearcfully, they rowedon amain with their Oares, 
and (in mcere deſpight) ſer ypon the ſhip. Bur before the Gallies could 
come neere her, they that had the charge and managing of her , percey- 
uing with what ſpeede they made towards them,and no likely meanes of 
eſcaping fromthem, reſoluedly they ſtood vppon their beſt defence, for 
now it was no time to be {lothtull. 

The Prince being come neere tothe Ship, commanded that the Pa- 
trones ſhould cometo him, except they would aducnture the fight, 
V hen the Sarzzines were thereof advertiſed, and vnderſtood alſo whar 
he demanded, they returned anlwer : 1 hat their motion and procceding 
in this manner, was both againſt Law and plighted faith, which was pro- 
miſed by the King of S:cal, tor their ſate paſſage thorow his Sea, by no 
mcanes tobe molleſted or aſlailed, Intefſtimony whereof, they ſhewed 
his Gloue , auouching morcouer, that neyther by force (or otherwiſe) 
they. would yeelde, ordeliuer him any thing which they had aboorde 
their Ship. 

Gerbing eſpying his gracious Miſtreſſe on the Ships decke, and ſhe ap- 

pcaring tobe tarre more beaurifull, then Fame had made relation of her : 
being wuch moreenflamed now,then formerly he had bin, replyed thus 
when they ſhewedrhe Gloue. Vee haue (Guoth he) no Faulcon heere 
now, to be humbled ar the ſight of your Gloue : and therefore,if you wil 
not deliver the Lady, prepare your (clues forfight, tor we muſt haue her 
whether you will or no. Hereupon,they beganto ler flic(on both fides) 
their Darts andarrowes, with ſtones ſent in violent ſort from their ſlings, 
thus continuing the fight a long while,to very great harme on either ſide. 
Ar thelength, Gerbino perceyuing, that ſmall benefite would redound to 
him, it he did not vndertake foine other kinde of courte : he tooke a fmal 
Pinnace, which purpoſely he brought with him from Sardienzs, and fer- 
ting ic on a flaming fire,conueyd it (by the Gallies help)cloſe to rc ſhip. 
The Sarazincs much amazed thereat, and euidently perceiving, that ey- 
ther they muſt yeeld or dy; brought their Kings daughter vpon the prow 
ofthe ſhip, moſt greeuouſly weeping and wringing her hands. Then cal- 
ling Gerbzno, to let him behold their reſolution, there they flew hir before 
his tace; and afterward, throwing her body into the Sea, ſaid : Take her, 
there we giue her to thee, according to our bounden duty,and as tby per- 
tury hath iuſtly deſerued. 

This ſight was not alittle greeuous to the Prince Gerbino, who mad- 
ded now with this their monſtrous cruelty, and not caring what became 
of his owne life, hauing loſt her for whom hee onely deſired to liue : not 
dreading their Darrs, | (nA $, {linged ſtones, or what violence els they 


could vic agginſi him ; he lcapt aboord their ſhip, in deſpight of mo 
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durſt reſiſt him,bchauing himſelf there like a hunger-ſtarued Lyon,when 
he enters among a heard of beaſtes, tearing their carkaſſes inpieces both 
with his teeth and pawes. Such was the extreme fury ofthe poor Prince, 
not ſparing the like of any one, thar durſt appear in hispreſence;ſo that 
what with the bloody ſlaughter, andviolence of the fires encreaſing in 
the Ship ; the Mariners apr wealth as poſſibly they couldſaue, and 
ſuffering the Sea to ſwallowthe reſt, Gerbino returned vnto hus Gallies a- 
ezine, nothing proud ofthis ſoill-gotten viQory. | 

Afterward, hauing recouered the Princeſſes dead body out of the Sea, 
and enbalmedit with fighes and teares : hee returned backe into Sicilie, 
where he cauſed it to be moſt honourably buried,in alittle Iſland,named 
Y/51ca, face ro face confronting Trapanum . The King of Thups hearing 
theſe diſaſtrous Newes, ſent his Ambaſſadors (habircd in ſad mourning) 
to the aged King of Si&ly, complaining of his faith broken with him, and 
how the accident had falne our. Age being lodainly incited ro arger,and 
the King extreamly offended at this iniury, teeing no way whereby to de- 
ny himuſtice, it being vrged ſo inſtantly by che Ambaſſadours : cauſed 
Gerbino to be apprehended, and hee himſelte (in regard that none of his 
Lords and Barons would therein afliſt him, but laboured ro divert them 
by their earneſt importunity) pronounced rhe ſentence of death on the 
Prince, and commanded to haue him beheaded in his preſence; affeQing 
rather, to dye without an heire, then to be thought a King void of juſtice. 
So theſe two vnfortunate Louers, neuer enioying the very leaſt bene- 
fire of their long wiſhed deſires: ended both their liacs in violent man- 
ner. 


The three Brethren to Iſabella, ſlew a Gentleman that ſecretly loued her, His 
ghoſt appeared to her in her ſleepe, and ſhewed ber in what place they had bu- 
ried his body. She (in ſilent manner) brought away his head, and putting it 
into a pot of earth, ſuch as Flowers, Baſile, or other ſweet hearbes are v/w- 
ally ſet in ; ſhe watered it (a loug while) with her teares. Whereof her Bre- 
thren hauins intelhgence ;, ſoone after ſhe dyed, with meere conceite of ſor- 


row. 
The fift Nouell. 


Wherein is plainly proued, that Lowe cannot be rooted wppe, by any bumane po. 
me or prouidence ; eſpecially in ſuch a ſoule, where it bath bene really appre- 
enaed. | ; 


F: HE Nouell of Madame Ez being finiſhed, and ſome-what com- 
mended by the King, in regard of the Tragicall concluſion ; Philome- 

»4 was enioyned to proceede next with her diſcourſe. She beeing ouer- 
come with much compaſſion, for the hard Fortunes of Noble Gerbino, 
and his beautifull Princeſſe, after an cxtreame and vehement ſighe, thus 
ſhe ſpake. My tale (worthy Ladies) cxtendeth not to perſons of ſo high 
birth or quality ,as they were of whom Madame Eliza gaue you relation : 
Ee yet 


_ _ - —_ 
_- _ _— —_— Cond . wh _y 
- = - _— p— - w *, = 
: 
7 - 4 - = = 
pong L wn - n - - - 
_—_— 
_—_ 
—— JA_"w_—y ds. ed 
p. Fs = ——_— 4 9 _—_ o - 
. m——_ _ eu - — _ _—_ — —_— 
- - 
N —_—— _ 
—  —— "9 - —. 


- 
DW war oO _— _ 


— _— 
—_ T< 
_ 

- ON , <P = mms. - © 


_ _— — ——  —  — — ———— —— CT a © oarw 
. 
« #. < o » 


—_— 
_ DOI — 


-—_ — EY — 
————— — — — — —  — — 
” > by « £ 26" a. 


4 - md a 
\_ ——— —  —  — 7 
av tale ny AP eo — 


ouell F. The Fourth Day 


et (peradventure) it may proouc tobeno leſle.3 itifull. And now | re: 
ay." myſelfe, Meſſina (o lately ſpoken of, isthe place where this accy- 
dent alſo happened. yt} 
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In Meſ*in1 there dwelt three yong men, Brethren, and Merchants by 
their coinmon profcthion, who becoming very rich by the death of theyr 
Father, lined in very good fame and repute. Their Father was of Sar 
Gemonano, and they had a Siſter named 7/abelta, young, beautifull, and 
well conditioued; who, vpon ſome occa(ton, as yet remained vnmaried. 
A proper youth, being a Gentleman borne in P!ſa, and named Lorenzo, 
as a truſty faCtor or ſeruant, had the managing of the Brethrens buſincſle 
and affaires. This Lorenzo being of comely pcrſonape, affable, and cx- 
cellent in his behauiour, grew ſo gracious in the eyes of 7/abe//z, that ſhee 
affoorded him many very reſpeQiue lookes, yea, kindnefles of no com- 
mon quality. VV hich Lorenzo taking notice of,and obſcruing by degrees 
trom time to time, gaue oucr all other beauties in the Citie,which might 
allure any affeion from him,and only fixed his heart on ber,ſo that their 
loue grew to a mutuall embracing, both equally reſpeRing one another, 
and entertaining kindnefles as occa(ion gaue leaue. ES 

Long time continued this amorous league of louc, yet not ſo cunning- 
ly concealed, but atthe length, theſecrert meeting of Lorenzo and J/abel- 
la, to eaſc their poore ſoules of Loues opprefſions, was diſcouered by the 
eldeſt of the Brethren, vnknowne to them who were thus betrayed. He 
being a man of great diſcretion, althogh this ſight was highly difpleaſing 
to him : yer notwithſtanding, he keptit to himſlf till the next morning, 
labouring hisbraine what might beſt be donein ſo vrgent acaſe. When 
day was corne, herefortedto his other brethren, and toldthem m—_ ” 
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had ſeenc inthetime paſt, betweene their ſiſter and Lorenzo. 

Many deliberations paſled on in this caſc ; but after all, thus they con- 
eluded together, to let it proceede on with patient ſupportance, that no 
ſcandall might enſue to chem, or their Siſter, no euill ate being (as yet) 
committed. And ſeeming, as if they knew nor of their loueghad a wary 
eye ſtill ypon her ſecret walkes, awaiting for ſome conucnicnttime,v hen 
without their owne preiudice, or J/abe/laes knowledge, they might ſafely 
breake off this their ſtone loue, which was altogither againſt their liking. 
So, ſhewing no worſe countenance to Lorenzo, then formerly they had 
done, but imploying and conuerſing with him in kinde manner ; ic tortu - 
ned, that riding (all three) to recreate themlſclues out ofthe Ciriie, they 
tooke Loren=o intheir company, and when they were cometo aſolitaric 
place, ſuch as beſt ſuited with their vile purpoſe : they ran ſodainly vpon 
Lorenzo, (lew him, & afterward enterred his body where hardly it could 
be dilcouered by any one. Thenthey returned backe to Azeſ3ina, & gauc 
it forth (as a credible report) that they had ſent him abroad about their 
affaires, as formerly they were wont to do : which cuery one verily belee- 
ued, becauic they knew no reaſon why they thould conceite any other- 
wiſe. 

[[abella, Jing in expeRation of his returne, and perceiving his ſtay 
to her was ſo offenſiuely long : made many demands to her Brethren, in- 
tro what parts they had ſent him, that his tarrying was fo quite from all 
wonted courſe. Such was her importunate ſpecches to them, that they 
taking it very diſcontentedly, one of them returned her this frowning an- 
ſwer. Whatis your meaning Siſter, by ſo many queſtionings after Lo- 
renz0? \What vrgent affaires haue you with him , that makes you ſo im- 
patient vpon his abſence ? It heereafrer you make 2ny more demands for 
him, we ſhall ſhape you ſuch a reply, as will bee bur little ro your liking . 
Ar theſe harſh words,7/abellatell into abundance of teares,where-among 
ſhe mingled many ſ1ghes and groanes, ſuch as were able to overthrow a 
far ſtronger conſtitution : ſo that, being full of feare and diſmay, yet no 
way diſtruſting her brethrens cruell deede ; ſhee durſt notqueſtion any 
more after him. 

[ache ſilence of darke night, as ſhe lay afflicted in her bgd, oftentimes 
would ſhe call for Lorenzo, entreating his ſpeedy returning to her: And 
then againe, as ifhe had bene preſent with her, ſhe checke and reproucd 
him for his ſo long abſence. One night amonegſtthe reſt, ſhe being gro- 
wenalmoſt hopelefſe, of cuerſceing him againe, having a long while 
wept and grecuouſly lamented ; her ſenſes and faculties viterly ſpent and 
tired, that the could not vtter any more complaints,ſhe fell into atrance 
or ilcepe; and dreamed, that the ghoſt of Lorenzo appeared vato her , in 
rorne and vnbefitting garments, his lookes pale, meager, and ſtaring;and 
(as ſhethought) thus ſpake to her. My deare loue //abe//athou doeſt no- 
thing but torment thy ſelfe,with calling on me,accuſing me for ouerlon 
tarrying from thee : I am come therfore to let thee know, that thou 
not enioy my company any more, becauſe the very ſame day when laſt 
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__ thouſaweſt me thy brethren moſt bloodily murthered me. And acquain. 
ting her with the place where they had buried his mangledbody : hee 
ſiritly charged her, notto call him at any time afterward, and ſo vaniſh. 
cd away. 

Thevans Damoſell awaking, and giuing ſome creditc to her Viſion, 
ſighed and wept exceedingly ; and alter ſhe was riſen in the morning nor 
daring to ſay any thing toher brethren, ſhe reſolutely dercrmined, ro go 
ſee the place formerly appointed her, onely to make triall, if that which 
ſhe ſeemed toſee in her ſleepe, ſhould carry any likely-hood of truth. Ha- 
ving obtained fauour of her brethren, ro ride a dayes 1ourney from the 
City, in company of her truſty Nurſe, who long time had attended on 
her in the houſe, and knew the ſecret paſſages of herloue : they rode di- 
rectly to the deſigned place, which being couered with ſome ſtore of Qri- 
ed leaues, and more deeply ſunke then any other part of the ground ther- 
about, they diggec| not farre, but they found the body of murthered Lv- 
renz9, as yet very little corrupted or impaired, and then perceiued the 
truth of her vition. 

Wiſedome and government ſo much preuailed with her,as to1nſlrut 
her ſoule, that her teares ſpent there, were meerely fruitleile and in vaine, 
neither did the time require any long tarrying there. Gladly would thee 
hanc carried the whole body with her, ſecretly to bettow honourable en+ 
rerment on it, but it exceeded the compaſic of her ability. Wherctore,ia 
regard the could not haue all, yer ſhe would be poſſeſſed of a part, & ha- 
ving brought a keene razor with her, by helpe of the Nurlſe,ſhee diuided 
the head from the budy, and wrapped it vp in a Napkin, which the nurſe 
conueyed into her lap, and then laide the body in the ground again. Thus 
being vndilcouered by any, they departed thence,and arriued at home in 
conuenient time, where bcing alone by themſclues in the Chamber: ſhe 
waſhed the head oucr and ouer with her teares, and beſtowed infinite kil- 
{cs thereon, 

Not long after, the Nurſe hauing brought her a large earthen potte, 
ſuch as wee vic to ſer Baſile, Maricrom, Flowers, or other ſweet hearbes 
in,and throuding the head in a {ilken Scarte, put itinto the por,coucring 
rt with carth, agd planting diucrs rootes of excellent Baſile therin, which 
ihe ncuer watered, but cither with herteares, Roſe water,or water diſtil- 
lcd from the Flowers of Oranges. This pot ſhe vſed continually to fitre 
by, cither in her chamber, or any where elſe : for ſhe caried it alwaies with 
her, !1ghing and breathing foorth ſad complaints thereto, eucn as if they 
had beene vttered to her Lorenzo, and day by day this was her continuall 
exerciſe, tothe no meane admiration of her bretheren, and many other 
friends that beheld her. 

So long ſhe held on in this mourning manner, that, what by the conti- 
nuall watering of the Baſile, and putrifaCtion ofthe head, ſo buried in the 
pot of carth; it grew very flouriſhing, and moſt odoriffcrous to ſuch as 
ſcented it, ſo that as no other Baſile could poſſibly yeeld {6 ſweet a ſauor « 
The neighbours noting this bchauiour in her, obſcruing the long conti- 
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motions,to vnderſtad the reaſon of her ſo violent opprefſions; but could 
not by any meanes preuaile with her, or win any diſcouery by her Nurſe, 
( fairhfull was ſhe in ſecrecie to her. Her brethren alſo waxed wearic of 
this carriage inher ; and hauiog very often reproticd her for it,withoutr a- 
1y other alteration in her : at length, they cloſely ſtole away the poute of 
P (le from her, for which ſhe made infinite wofull lamentations,carneR- 
ly entreating to hauc it reſtored againe , auouching that ſhee could nor 
ne without it. 

Perceiving that ſhe could not hauethie pot againe,j ſhe fell into an ex- 
rreame fickneſle, occaſioned onely by her ceaſcleſſe weeping : andncuer 
vrged (he to haue any thing, but the reſtoring of her Baſile pot. Her bre- 
thren grew greatly amazed thereat, becauſe thee never called for ought 
elſc beſide z and thereupon were very deſirous to ranſacke the potto the 
very bottome. Hauing empried our all the carth,: they found the Scarte 
of {ilke, wherein the head of Lorenzo was wrapped ; which was (as yer) 
not ſo much conſumed, but by the lockes of haire, they knew itto be Lo- 
rez20cs head, whereat they became confounded with amazement. 

Fearing leaſt their oftence might come ro open publication, they bu- 
ried it very ſecretly ; and, before any could take notice thercof , they de- 
parted from Meſsina, and went to dwell in Nap/es. 1/abelacrying 8 cal- 
ling ſtill for her pot of Baſile, being vnavle to giue ouer mourning, dyed: 
within a few dayes after. Thus haue you heard'the hard farc of poore Lo- 
renzo and his Iſabella. Within no long while atter, when this accident 
came to be publikely knowne, an excellent ditty was compoſed thereof, 
beginning thus : 

Crugll and onkinde was the Chriſtian, 
That rovd me of my Bafiles bliſſe,eyc. 


A beautifull yonz Virgin, named Andreana, became enamored of a yong Gen- 
ileman, called Gabricllo. In conference _ ſhe declared a dreame of 
hers to him, and he another of his to her ; whereupon Gadriello fell downe 
ſodainly deadin her armes. Shee, and her Chamber-maide apere apprehen- 
aed, by the Officers belonging to the Seigneury , as they were carrying Ga- 
briello, to lay him before his owne doore. The Poteſtate offering violence to 
the Virgin, and ſhe reſtſting him -vertuguſly : it came to the <mderſtanding 
of ber Father, who approued the innocence of his daughter, and compaſſed 

ber deliverance. But ſhe afterward, being weary of all worldly felicities, en- 
tred into Religion, and berame a Nun, 
The ſixth Nouell, 

Deſcribing the admirable accidents of Fortune ; and the mighty preuailing po- 

wer of Loue. | 


TH E Nouell which Madam Philomena had ſo 4 "war related, was 


highly pleaſing vaco the other Ladies; becauſc they had oftentimes 
Ec 3 heard 
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heard the Song, withoutknowing who made it, or vppon what ON Ins 
it was compoſed. But when the King ſawtbat the Talc was ended : hee 
commanded Pamphilas, that hee ſhould follow in his due courſe : where- 


upon he ſpake thus. , 


The dreame already recounted in the laſt Nouell, doth miniſter mat- 
ter to me, to make report of another Tale, wherein mention is made of 
two ſcucrall dreames ; which divined as well what was to enſue,as the 0- 
ther did what had hapned before. And no ſooner were they finiſhed in 
the relation, by both the parties which had formerly dreampt them, but 
the cffe@ts of both as ſodainly followed. 

Worthy Ladies, I am ſure it is not vnknowne to you, that it is, & hath 
bene a generall paſſion, to all men and women liuing , to ſee divers and 
ſundry things while they are ſleeping. And although (to the fleeper)they 
{eeme moſt certaine, ſo that when he awaketh, hec iudgeth the trueth of 
ſome, the likelyhood of others, and ſome beyond all poſſibility of truth: 
yet notwithſtanding, many dreames haue bene obſcrued to happen, and 
very ſtrangely haue come to paſſe. And this hath bene a grounded rea- 
ſon for ſome men, to giue as great credit to ſuch things as they ſee flec- 
ping, as they do to others vſually waking, So that, according voto their 
dreames, and as they make conſtruction of chem, that are ſadly diſtaſted, 
or merrily pleaſed, cuen as (Oy them) they cither feare or hope . Onthe 
contrary, there are ſome, who wil not credit any dreame whatſocucr,vn- 
till they be falnc into the very ſame danger which formerly rhey ſaw, and 
molt cuidently in their (leepe. | 

I meane notto commend either the one or other, becauſe they donot 
alwayes fall out to be truc ; neither are they at all times lyars. Now, = 
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they proue not allto be true, we can beſt reſtifie to our ſelues. And that 
they are not alwaycs lyars, hath alrcady ſufficicutly bene manifcitcd, by 
the diſcourſe of Madame Philomena, and as you (hall percciue by mine 
owne,which next commerh in order to ſalute you. VVherefore,] am of 
this opinion, that in matters of good lite, and performing honeſt ations; 
no dreame is to be feared preſaging the contrary, neither are good works 
any way tobehindred by them. Likewiſe, in marters of bad and wicked 
quality, although our dreames may —_ favourable to vs, and our v1- 
{10ns flatter vs with proſperous ſucceſc : yet let vs giue no credence vnto 
the beſt, nor addi our minds to them of contrary Nature, And now we 
will proceed to our Nouell. 

In the Citie of Bre/cia, there liued ſorntime a Gentleman named Me/- 
ſer Negro da Ponte Cararo,who(among many other children)had a davgh- 
cer called Anareana, yong and beautifull, bur as yet vnmarried. Ic fortu- 
ned, that ſhee fell in loue with a neighbour, named Gabriels, a comely 
yong Gentleman, of affable cdtnplexion, and gracioully conditioned . 
Which love was (with like kindnefle) welcommed and entertained by 
him, and by the furtherance of her Chamber-maide, it was ſo cunning]y 
cacricd, that in the Garden belonging to Arareanaes Father, ſhe had ma- 
ny meetings with her Gabrie{o. Andiolemne vowes being murually paſ- 
ſed betweene them, that nothing but death could alter their affeQtion:by 
ſuch ceremonious words as are vſcd in marriage, they maried theinſclues 
ſecretly together, and continued their ſtolne chaſte pleaſures, with cquall 
contentment to them both. 

Ie came to paſſe, that Andreanalleeping in her bed, dreamed, that ſhe 
met with Gabrieloin the Garden, where they bottrembracing lovingly 
rogether, ſhe ſeemed to ſee a thing blacke and terrible, which ſodainely 
iſſued forth of his body, but the ſhape therofſhe could not comprehend. 

It cudely ſeized vpon Gabriello, & in deſpight of her vimoſiſirength (with 
incredible force) ſnatched him our of her armes, and ſinking with him 
into the earth, they neuer after did ſee one another ; whereuppon, over- 
come with extremity of greete and ſorrow, preſently thee awaked, being 
then not alittle joyfull, rhat ſhe found no ſuch matter as ſhee feared, yet 
continued very doubrfull of her dreame. In regard whereof, Gabrie/{o be- 
ing defirousto viſiteher the night following : ſhe laboured very diligent- 
ly to hinder his comming to her; yet knowiong his loyall aftc&ion toward 
her, and fearing leaſt he ſhould grow ſuſpitious of ſome other matter:ſhe 
welcommed him into the Garden, where gathering both whitc and Da- 
maske Roſes {according to the nature of rhe ſeaſon) at length, they fate 
_ by a goodly Fountaine, which ſtoode in the middit of the Gar- 

en. 

After ſome ſmall familiar diſcourſe paſsing berweenethem, Gabriel's 
demanded of her vypon what occafion ſhee denied his comming thither 
the night before, and by ſuch a ſodaine vnexpefted admonition? Andrea- 
4 told him, that it was in regard of a troubleſome dreame, wherwith hir 
foule was perplexed the precedent night, and doubt what mightenſuc 
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thereon. Gabriel/ohearing this, began to ſmile, affirming to her, thar ir 
was an eſpeciall note of folly, to giue any credit te idle dreames: becauſe 
(oftentimes) they are cauſed by cxceſle of feeding, and continually are 
obſerued to be meere lies. For (quorh hee) if I had any ſuperſtitious be. 
leefe of dreames, 1 ſhould not then haue come hither nowe : yet not fo 
much as being diſmayed by your dreame, but for another of mine owne, 
which I am the more willing to acquaint you withall. 

Methought, I was in a goodly delighttull Forreſt, inthe Noblecx. 
erciſe of ſportfull hunting, and became there poſlefſed of a yong Hinde, 
the veric louclicſt and moſt pleaſing beaſt that was cuer ſeene. Itſeemed 
to be as white as ſnow, and grew (ina {ſhort while) ſo familiar with mce, 
that by no meanes it would torſake me. I could nor bur accept this rare 
kincncfle in the beaſt, and fearing leaſt (by ſome ill hap) I might looſe it, 
I put acoller of Gold about the necke thereof, and faſtnedir ito a chain 
of Gold alſo, which then I held ftrifly in ry hand . The Hind afterward 
couched downe by mee, laying his headildelvin my lap ; and on afud- 
den, a blacke Grey-hound bitch came ruſhing on vs (bur whence, or how 
I could not imagine) ſeeming halte hunger-ſtaruec;, and very vgly ro look 
vpon. Atme the made her tull carriere, without any power in me of re- 
Giſtance : and putting her mouth iato the lefte {1de of my boſome, griped 
it ſo mainly with her teeth, that (me thought) I tclt my heart quite bir- 
ren through, and ſhe tugged on ſtill, ro take 1t wholly away from me; by 
which imagined paine and anguiſh I tel, inſtantly I awaked: Laying then 
my hand vpon my {ide, to know whether any ſuch harme had befaln me, 
orno, and finding none at all,] ſmiled at mine owne folly,in making ſuch 
a frivolous and idle ſearch. - What can be ſaid then in theſe or the like ca- 
ſes ? Diuers times lhauec had as 11! lceming dreames, yea,and much more 
to be fearcd : yet neuer any thing hurtfull co me) followed thereon ; and 
theretore I Lauec alwaics made the lefſe account of them, 

The yong Maiden, who was ſti}] diſmayed by her owne dreame, be- 
came much more attlied in her minde, when ſhee had heard this other 
reported by Gabrie// : but yet to giue him no occaſion of diſtaſt,ſhe baic 
It out in the beſt manner ſhe could deuile ro doe. And albeit they ſpent 
the time in much pleaſing diſcourſe, maintained with infinite ſweete kil- 
{cs on either ſide: yet was ſhe ſtill ſuſpitious, but knew not whereof; fix- 
ing her cies oftentimes vpon his face, and throwing firange lookes to all 
parts of the Garden, tocatch hold on any ſuch blacke vgly fight,whereof 
he had formerly made deſcription to her. Asthus ſhe continued in theſe 
afftiing feares, it fortuned,that Gabrie//o ſodainly breathing forth a very 
vehement ſighe, and throwing his armes faſt about her, ſaid : O heipe me 
dearc Loue,or elſe dye ; and, in ſpeakingthe words, fell downe vppon 
the ground. Vhich rhe yong Damoſcll perceiving,and drawing him in- 


” ow lappe, weeping ſaide : Alasſiyeere Friend, What paine doſt thou 
cele? 
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 Gabriello anſwered not one word, bur being in an excecding ſweate, 
without any ability ofdrawing breath, very ſoone after gaue vp the ghoſt 
ow 
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How greeuous this ſtrange accident was to poore, Andreana, who loued 
him as deerely as her owne life: you that haue felc loues cormenting afHli- 
Aions, can more calily conceiue, then I relate. VW finging her hands, & 
weeping inceſſantly, calling him, rubbing his temples, and vſing all like- 
ly meancs to reduce life : ſhe found all her labour to be ſpent in vain, be- 
cauſe he was ſtarke dead indeed, and cuery part of his body as cold as ice: 
whereupon, ſhe was in {uch wofull extremity, that ſhe knew not what to 
do or ſay. All about the Garden ſhe went weeping, in infinice feares and 
diracion of ſoule, calling torher Chamber-maid, the only ſecret friend 
to their ſtolne meetings, and told her the occaſion of this ſudden ſorow. 
After they had ſighed and mourned awhile, ouer the dead body of Gabr;- 
eo, Andreana in this manner ſpake to her maid, 

| Seeing Fortune hath thus berett me of my Loue, mine owne life muſt 
nceds be hatefull ro me: but betoreI offer any violence to my ſelfe, let vs 
deuile ſome conuenitent meanes, as may both preſcrue mine honor from 
any rouch or ſcandall, and concealg theſecret love paſſing berweene vs : 
but yet in ſuch honeſt{ort, that this body (whoſe bleſſed foule hath too 
ſoone forſaken it) may be honourably enterred. VVhereto her Mayde 
tus anſwered : Miſtreſſe, neuer talke of doing any violence to your {elf, 
becauſe by ſuch a blacke and difmall deed, as you hauc loſt his kind com- 
pany here inthis lite, ſo ſhall you neuer more ſec him in theother world: 
tor unimediately you linke downe to hell, which foule place cannot bee a 
receptacle for his faire ſoule, that was endued with ſo many ſingular ver- 
tues, Wherefore, Thoide it farre better for you, to comfort your ſelfe 
by all good meanes,and with the power of teruent prayer,to fight againſt 
all deſperate intruding patlions, as a truly vertuous minde ought to doe. 
Now, as concerning his enterrement, the meanes is readily! prepared for 
you heere inthis Garden, where neuer he hath bene ſcene by any, or his 
reſorting hither knowne, but onely to our ſelues. It you will not conſent 
to haue it ſo, let you and I conuey his bodye hence, and leauc it in ſuch 
apt place, where it may befound to morrow-morning: and being then 
. Carricd to his owne houſe, his friends and kindred will giue it honeſt bu- 
riall. 

Andreana, although ber ſoule was extraordinarily ſforrowfull,& reares 
flowed abundantly from her eyes ; yet ſhe liſtned attentiuely to hir maids 
counſell; allowing her firſt aduice againſt deſperation, to be truly good; 
but to the reſt thus ſhe replied. God forbid (Guoth ſhe) that I ſhold ſut- 
ter ſo deare alouing friend, at he hath alwayes ſhewed himſelfe to mce; 
nay, which is much more, my husband; by ſacred and ſolemn vowes paſ- 
led betweene vs, to be put into the ground baſely, and like a dog, orclſe 
to be left in the open ircere. He hath had the ſacrifice ofmy virgin teares, 
and if I can preuaile, he ſhall haue ſome ot his kindred, fas I haue inſtant- 
ly deuiſed, what (in this hard caſe) is beſt to be done, Forthwith ſhe ſent 
the maid to her Chamber, for c1uers clles of white Damaske lying in her 
Cheſt, which when the had brought, they ſpread it abroad onthe graſlc, 
even inthe mannerof a winding lheete , and therein wrapped the "__ 
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of Gabriello, with a faire wrought pillow lying vnder his head, having firſt 
(with their teares) cloſed his mouth and eycs, and placed a Chaplet of 
Flowers on his head, coucring the whole ſhrowd ouer inthe ſame man. 
ner; which being done, thus ſhe ſpake to her maide. | 
Thedoore of his owne houſe is not farre hence, andthither (berween 
vs two) he may beeaſily carried, eueninthis maner as we haue adorned 
him ; where leaving him in his owne Porch, we may returne back before 
it beday; and although it will be aſad ſight to his friends; yer,becauſehe 
dyed in mine armes, and we being ſo well diſcharged of the bodie, itwill 
be a little comfort to me. VVhen ſhe had ended theſe words,which were 
not vitered without infinite teares, the Maid cntreated her to make baſt, 
becauſethe night paſſed ſwiftly on. Atlaſt, ſhe remembred the Ring on 
her finger, wherewith Gabriello had ſolemnly eſpouſed her, and opening 
the ſhroud againe, ſhe pur it on his finger, ſaying, My deare and louing 
husband, if thy ſoule can ſee my teares, or any vnderſtanding do remaine 
in thy body, being thus yntimely taken from me: receiue the lateſt euiſte 
chou gaueſt me, as a pledge of our ſolemne and ſpotleſle marriage, So, 
making vp the ſhroud againe as it ſhould be, and conueighing ir.cloſely 
out of the Garden, they wenton along with it, rowardes his dwelling 
houſlc. 

As thus they paſled along, it fortuned, that they were met andtaken 
by the Guard or Watch belonging to the Poteſtate, who had bin (o late 
abroad, about very earneſt an important bufineſſe. Andreans, defiring 
more the dead mans company,then theirs whom ſhe had thus met with- 
all, boldly ſpake thus to them. I know who and what you are,and cantel 
my ſelfe, that to offer flight will nothing availe me : wherefore, I am rea- 
dy to go along with you before the Seigneurie,and there wil tel the truth 
concerning this accident. Butletnor any man among yov, be ſo bold as 
to lay hand on me, or to touch me, becauſe I yeeld ſo obediently to you: 
neither to take any thing from this body , except he intend rhat I ſhal ac- 
cuſe him. Inwhich reſpe&, not any one daring to diſpleaſe her, ſhee 
wentwith the dead bodyeto the Scjgneuric, there to anſwere all, Obic- 
tions. 

When notice heercof was giuen to the Poteſtate, he aroſe; and ſhee 
being brought foorth into the Hall before bim, he queſtioned with her, 
how and by what meanes this accident happened. Beſide, he ſent for di- 
ners Phyſitians, to be informed by them, whether the Gentleman were 
poyſoned, or otherwiſe murthered : bur al of them affirmed the contrary, 
auouching rather, that ſome impoſtumation had engendred neexre his 
heart, which ſodainly breaking, occaſioned his as ſodaine death. The Po- 
teſtate hearing this, and percciuing that Axdreana was little or nothing 
at all faulty in the matter: herbeauty and good carriage ,i kindled avilla- 
nous and luſttull deſire in him towards her,prouoking him to the immo- 
deſt motion, that vpon granting his requeſt, he would releaſe her . But 
when he ſaw, that all his perſwaſions were to no purpoſe, hee ſought to 
compaſlc his will by violence; which, like a vextuous and valiant ay 
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(hee worthily withſtood, defending hexhonour Nobly, and reproouing 
him with many iniurious ſpeeches, ſuch as a luſtfull Lercher iuſtlic de- 
ſcrucd. 

On the morrow morning, theſe newes being broughtto her Father, 
Meſſer Negro da Ponte Caravo; greeuingthereat cxceedingly,and accom- 
nanied with many of hisfricnds, he went to the Palace. Being there ar- 
rived, and informed of the matter by the Poteſlare: hee demaunded (in 
ceares) ofhis daughter, how, and by what meanes ſhee was broveht thi- 
ther? The Poreſtate wonld neees accuſe her firſt, of outrage and wrong 
offered to him by her, rather then to tarry her accuſing of hum: yer, com- 
mending the yong Maiden, and hec conſtancie, proceeded to ſay, that 
onely to proue her, he had made ſuch a motion to her, but finding her ſo 
firmly vertuous, his loue and liking was now ſo addicted to her,that if hir 
Father were ſo pleaſed, to forget the remembrance of her former lecret 
husband, he willingly would accept her in marriage. 

\Vhile thus they continued talking , - Axdreana comming before her 
Father, the teares trickling mainly downe her checkes , and falling at his 
fecte, ſhe began in this manner. Deare Father, I (hall not neede to make 
an hiſtoricall relation, either of my youthfull boldnefle or misfortunes, 
becauſe you haue hoth feene and knowne them : rather moſt humblic, I 
craue your pardon, for another errour by me commirted, in that, both 
without your leaue and liking, I accepred the man as my troth-plighred 
husband, whom (aboue all other anthe world) I moſt intirely affected. If 
my ofteace heerein do challeagethe fortcice of my life, then (good Fa- 
cher) I free you from any ſuch pardon: becauſe my onely deſire is to die 
your daughter, and in your gracious fauour ; with which words, in {igne 
of her humility, ſhe kiſſed his fete. Meſſer Negro da Ponte, being a man 
well ftept into yeares, and of a milde and gentle nature , obſcruing what 
his daughter had ſaide : could nor refraine from teares, and in his WCCp- 
ing. louingly tooke her from the ground,ſpeaking thus to her. 

Daughter, I could haue wiſhed,that thou kadſt taken ſueh an husbad, 
as (in my indgement) had bene beſt fitting forthee, and yer ifthou didſt 
make eleQion of one, anſwerable ro thine owne good opinion & liking : 
I haueno juſt reaſon to be therewith offended. My greateſt cauſe of com- 
plaint, is, thy too ſeuere concealing it from me, and'the flender truſt thou 
did{i repoſe in me, becauſc thoit haſt loft him, before I knew him . Ne- 
uerthelefle, ſeeing theſe occaſions are thus come to paſle, and accidents 
alreadic ended, cannot by any meanes be re-called : it is my will, that as 
would gladly haue contented thee, by making him my Sonne in Law, if 
he had liued ; fa I will expreſſe the like loue ro him now he is dead « And 
lo turning himſelf ro his kindred and friends, louingly requeſted of them, 
that they would grace Gabrielo with moſt honorable obſequies. 

By this time, the kindred and friends to the dead man (vppon noiſe of 
his death bruited abroad) were likewiſe come tothe Pallace, yea;moſtof 
the men and woinen dwelling in the Citty, the bodic of Gabriello beeint 
laidein the midſt ofthe Court, vpon the white Damaske ſhrowde giuen 
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by Andreans, with infinite Roſes and other ſweet Flowers lying thereon: 
and ſuch was the peoplesloue to him, that never was any mans death 
more to be bemoaned and lamented. Being deliuercd out ofthe Courr. 
ir was carried to buriall, not like a Burgeſle or ordinary Citizen,but with 
ſuch pompe as beſeemed a Lord Baron, and on the ſhoulders of very no. 
ble Gentlemen, with very eſpeciall honor and reuerence, 

Within ſome few dayes after, the Poteſtate purſuing his former moti- 
on of marriage, and the Father mouing it to his daughter ; ſhe wold nor 
by any meanes liſten thereto. And he being defirous to giue her contenc. 
ment, deliuered her and her Chamber-maid into a Religious Abbey, ye. 
ry famous for deuotion and ſanity, where afterwardes they ended their 
liucs. 


Faire Simonida afefing Paſquino, and walking with bim in pleaſant gar- 
den, it fortuned, that Paſquino rubbed bu teeth with a leafe of Sage, and 
immediately fell downe dead. Simonida being browght before the bench » 
Iuitice, and charged with the death of Paſquino : ſhe rubbed her teeth hike. 
Wiſe with one of the leanes of the ſame Sage, as declaring what ſhee ſaw him 
ao ; and thereon ſhe dyed alſo in the ſame manner, 

The ſeauenth Nouell. 

WW hereby is 2iuen to wnderſiand, that Loue ox Death do w/e their power equal. 
ly _ 45 well pon poore and me ane perſons, as on themthat are rich and 
Noble, 
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P4mphil hauing ended his Tale, the King declaring an outward ſhew 
of compaſſon, mn regard of Andreanaes diſaſtrous Fortune : fixed his 
eyc on Madam Emilia, and gaue herſuchan apparant ſigne, as expreſſcd 
bis 


——— 


gowerned by Philoftratus. 


his pleaſure, for her next ſucceeding in diſcourſe ; which being ſufficienc 
for her vnderſtanding, thus ſhe began. Faire aſſembly, the Nouel'o late- 
ly deliuered by Pamphilws, maketh me willing to report another to you, 
varying from it, in any kinde of reſemblance ; onely this excepted : that 
as Andreanaloſt her louer in a Garden, euenſo did ſhee of whome I am 
now to ſpeake. And being brought before the ſeate of Luſtice,according 
as Andreana was, freed her ſelfe from the power of the Law ; yet neither 
by force, or her owne vertue , but by her ſodaine and inopinate death. 
And although the nature of Loue is {ſuch (according as wee haue often- 
times heerctofore maintained) to make his abiding in the houſes of the 
Nobleſt perſons; yet men and women of poore and farre inferiour quali- 
ty, do not alwayes {it out of his reach, though encloſed in their meancſt 
Cottages; declaring himſelfc ſometimes as powerfull a commaunder in 
thoſe humble places, as he doth in the richeſt and moſt imperious Pala- 
ces. As will plainly appeare vnto you, either in all, or a great part of my 
Nouell, whereto our Citic pleadeth ſometitle ; though, by the diverſity 
of our diſcourſes, talking of ſo many ſeuerall accidents; we haue wandred 
into many other parts ofthe world, to make all anſwerable ro our owne 
liking. 

Tek not any long time ſince, when there liued in our City of Florence, 
a young and beautifull Damoſell, yer according to the nature ofhir con- 
dition ; becauſe ſhe was the Daughter ofa poore Father, and called by 
the name of Simomida, Now, albeit ſhee was not ſupplicd by any berter 
meanes, then to maintaine her ſelfe by her owne painfull crauell, & carne 
her bread before ſhee could eate it, by carding and ſpinningto ſuch as 
employed her ; yer was ſhe not of ſo baſe or deiefted a a but had both 
courage and ſufficient vertue,to vnderſtand the ſecret ſolicitings of loue, 
and to diſtinguiſh the parts of well deſeruing.both by private behauiour 
and outward ceremony. As naturall inftin@ was her firſt tutor thereto, 
ſo wanted ſhe not a ſecond maine and vrging motion, a chip hewed out 
ofthe like Timber, one no better in birth thn her ſelfe, a proper young 
ſpringall, named Paſquino, whoſe generous behaviour, and gracefull ac+ 
tions (in bringing her daily wooll to ſpin, by reaſon his maſter was a Clo- 
thicr) preuailed ypon her ling and affetion. 

Nor was he negligent in the obſeruation ofher amorous regards, bur 
the Tinder tooke, and his ſoule flamed with the ſelfe-fame fire; making 
him as deſirous ofher loving acceptance, as poſsibly ſhe could bee of his: 
{othat the commanding power of louc, could not cafily be diſtinguiſhed 
. In whuch of them it had the greater predominance. For, cueric day as he 
brought her freſh ſupply of woolles,and found her ſeriouſly buſicd at hir 
. wheele: her ſoule would vent forth many deepe ſighes, and thoſe ſighes 
fetch floods of teares from her cyes, thorough the ſingular good opinion 
ſhc had conceyued ofhim, and earneſtdeſire toenioy him. Paſquinoon 
tie other ſide, as leyſure gauc him leaue for the leaſt conuerſing with het: 
his diſeaſe was cuery way anſwerablc to her, for teares ſteod in his eyes, 
{ighes flew abroad, to caſe the poorc hearts afliting oppreflions which 
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though he was vnable to conceale; yet would hee ſceme to clowd them 
cleanly, by entreating herthat his maſters worke might be neatly perfor. 
med, and with ſuch ſpeed as time would permit her, intermixing iofinite 
praiſes of her artificial ſpinning; and afhrming wichall,that the Quilles of 
Yearne received from her, were the choiſeſt beauty of the whole peece; 
ſo that when other worke-women played, Simonida was ſure to want no 
employment. - | 

Heereupon, the one ſoliciting, and the other taking delight in beeing 
ſolicired; it came to paſſe, that often acceſle bred the bolder courage, & 
ouer-much baſhfulneſſe became abandoned, yet no immodeſtie paſſing 
berweene them : but affeion grew the better letled in them both, by in- 
te1changeable vowes of conſtant perſeverance, ſo that death onely, but 
no dilaſter elſe had power to dinide them . Their mutuall delight conti- 
nu -goninthism anner, with more forcible encreaſing of their Loves e- 
quall lzme ic fortuned, that Paſquino litting by S1monda, tolde her of a 
goodly Garden, whereto hee was deſirous to bring her, to the end, that 
they might the more lately converſe together , without the ſuipition of 
enuious eyes. S$1monidd gaue anſwer of her well-liking the motion, and 
acquainting her Father therewith, he gauc her leave, on the Suuday fo]- 
lowing after dinner, to go terchthe pardon of S.Ga/, and afterwards to 
viſit the Garden. 

A modcit yong maiden named Zazina, following the lame profcſſion, 
and being an intimate familiar friend, $7monaa tooke along in her com- 
pany, and cameto the Garden appointed by Pa/quino ; where [hee tound 
him readily expeCting her comming, and another friend alſo with him, 
called Puccimo (albeit more viually tearmed Strambo) a ſecret well-willer 
to La2ina, Whole loue became the more furthered by this friencly mce- 
ting. Each Louer delighting 1a his hearts choſen Miſtrefle, cauſed them 
to walke alone by themſclues, as the ſpacioulneſle of the Garden gave 
them ample liberty : Puccino with his Lazina in one part ,& Paſquino with 
his S!meond4amn another, The walke which they had wade choile of, was 
by a long and goodly bed ofSage, turning and returning by the lame bed 
as their conference miniſtred occaſion, and as they pleaſcd to recreate 
themſelues, afteCting rather to continue ſtill there tlien in any parrofthe 
Garden. 

One while they would fit downe by the Sage bed, and afterward riſe 
to walke againe, as eaſe or wearineſſe ſeemed to invite them. Atlevgth, 
Paſquino chanced to crop alcafe ofthe Sage, wherewith lic both rubbed 
his teeth and gummes, and champing it berweene them alſo, ſaying ; that | 
there was no betterthing in the world to cleanſe the teeth withall , alter 
tceding. Not long had he thus champed the Sage in his teeth, returning. 
to his tormer kinde of diſcourſing, but his countenance began to change 
very pale, his ſight failed, and ſpeech forſooke him; ſo that (in briefte)he 
fcl| downe dead. Which when Simonida beheld, wringing ber hands,ſhe 
cryed out for helpe to Strambo and Lagina, who immediately came run- 
ning to her. They finding Paſqui#0 not oncly to be dead, bur " 50 
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handes, and all parts clſe beſide : Strambe cried out, ſaying ; Ah wicked 
maide, what haſt thou poiſoned him ? | 

Lheſe words and their ſhrill out-cries alſo, were heard by Neighbours 
dwclling neere to the Garden, who comming in ſodajnly vppon them, 
and ſeeing Paſquino lying dead, and hugely ſwoln, Scrambe likewiſe com- 
plaining, and acculing S!momiada to haue poyloned him z ſhee making no 
2nſver, bur ſtanding in a gaſtly amazement, all her ſenſes merely con- 
funded, at ſuch a ſicange and vncouth accident, in looling him whome 
ſhe ſo dearely loued : knewnot how to excuſe her ſelfe, and therfore cue- 
ry one verily belceved, that Strambe had not vniultly accuſed her. Poore 
wotul maide, thus was ſhee inſtantly apprehended, and drowned in her 
rcares, they Icd her along to the Poteſtares Palace, where her accuſation 
was iuſtified by Strambo, Lagina, and two men more; the one named Arte 
ticc;ato,and the other Malagenole, fellowes and companions with Pa/qui- 
no, who came into the Garden alſo ypon the out-cry. 

The Iudge, withour any delay at all, gaue care rothe bulines, and exas 
mined the caſe very firifly: but could by no meanes comprehend,that a- 
ny inalice ſhould appeare in her rowardshim, nor that ſhe was guiltic of 
che mans death, Wherefore, in thepre.cnce of Symonida, hee defired to 
ſcc the dead body, and the place where he feli downe dead, becaule there 
he intended to hauec her relate, how ſhe ſaw the accident to happen, that 
her owne ſpeeches might che ſooner condemne her, whereas the caſe yer 
remained doubrfull, and farre beyond his comprehenſion . So, w;zhput 
any further publication, and to auoid the following of the turbulent mwl- 
titude : they departed fromthe bench of Iuſtice, and cameto the place, 
where Paſquinees body lay {wolne like a Tunne . Demanding there que- 
ſions, concerning his behauiour, when they walked therein conference 
together, and, not a little admiring the manner of his death, while hee 
ſtood aduifedly conſidering thereon. 

She going to the bed of Sage, reporting the whole precedent hiſtory, 
eucntrom the original to the ending : the better to make the caſe vnder- 
ſtood, without the leaſt colour of ill carriage towardes Paſquinos; accor- 
ding as ſhe had ſeene him do, euen ſo did ſhe plucke another leate of the 
Sage, rubbing her teeth therewith, and champing it as he formerly did. 
S$trambo,and the other intimate friends of Paſquino,hauing noted in what 
manner ſhe vſed the Sage, and this appearing as her vtmoſtrefuge,cither 
to acquit or condemne her : in preſence ofthe Iudge they ſiniled rhereat, 
mocking and deriding whatſocuer ſhee ſaide, or did, and deſiring (the 
more carneſtly)rhe ſentence of death againſt her, thar her body might be 
—_—— with fire, as a juſt puniſhment for her abhominablerranſgreſ- 
10n, 

Poore Simonida, ſighing and ſorrowing for her deere loves loſe, and 
(perhappes) not meanly terrified, with the ſtrit infliction of torment ſo 
(euerely vrged and followed by Strambe and the reſt: ſtanding dumb ſtill, 
without anſwering fo muchas one word 5 by taſting of the ſame Sage, 
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fell downe dead by the bed, even by the like accident as Paſquine former. 
ly did, tothe admirable aſtoniſhment of all there preſent. 

Oh poore infortunatc Louers, whoſe Starres were fo inauſpicious to 
you, asto finiſh both your morrall lives, and ferventloue,in lefle limita- 
tion then adayes ſpace. How to cen{ure of your deaths,and happines to 

4 enſue thereon, by an accident fo ſtraunge andinevitable : itis not within 
the compaſſe of my power, but to hopethe beſt, and ſo I leave you. Bur 

yet concerning Simonida her ſelfe, in the common opinion of vs that re- 
maine huing : her true vertue and innocency (though Fortune was other 
wiſe moſt cruell to her) would not ſuffer her to ſinke vnder the teſtimony 
of Strambo, Lagina, Atticciats and Malagenele, being but carders of wool, 
or perhaps of meaner condition z a happier courſe was ordained forher, 
to paſſe clearly from their infamous imputation, and follow her Paſqus. 
"9, inthe veric ſame mannerof death, and with ſuch a ſpeedic expedi- 
tion. 

The Iudge ſtanding amazed, and all there preſent in his companie, 
were ſilent for a long while together : bur, vppon better re-colle&ion of 
his ſpirits, thus he ſpake. This inconuenience which thus hath hapned, 
and confounded our ſenſes with no common admiration z in mine opi- 
nion concerneth the bed of Sage, auouching it either to bee venomous, 

| or dangerouſly infeted, which {neuertheleſſc) is ſeldom found m Sage. 
}- A But tothe end, that it may not be offenſive to any more heereafter, I will 
haue it wholly digd vp by the rootes, and then to bee burnt inthe open 

Marker place. 

Hereupon, the Gardiner was preſently ſent for, and before the Iudge 
would depart thence, he ſaw the bed of Sage digged vo by the roots,and 
 foind the true occaſion, whereby theſe two poore Louers loſt their lives, 
For, iuſt in the middeſt of the bed, and at the maine roote , which dire- 
Qedall the Sage in growth; lay an huge mighty Toad, cuen weltring (as 
it were) ina hole full of poyſon; by meanes whereof, in conieQuure of the 
luige, and all che reſt, the whole bed of Sage became envenomed, occa- 
ſioning cuery leafe thercof to be deadly intaſte. None being (o hardie, 
as to approach neerc the Toade, they made a pile of wood diretly over 
it, and ſctting it on a flaming fire, threw all the Sage therinto, and ſo they 
were conſumed together. So ended all further ſuite in Lawe , concer- 
ning the deaths of Paſ/quino and Simonida: whoſe bodies being carried to 
the Church of Saint Paul, by their ſad and ſorrowfull accuſers, Strambo, 
L.47na, Atticciato and Malageuole, were buried togetherin one goodlic 
Monument, for a future memory of their hard Fortune. 
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Icronimo affeiFing a yowe Maiden, named Silueſtra : was conſtrained(by the 
earneſt importunity of his Mother) to take aionrney to Paris. At his return 
home from thence againe, hee found his lone Silueſtra married . By ſecret 
meanes, he got entrance into her houſe, and dyed wpon the bed lying by her , 
Afterward, his body being carried to Church, toreceine burial, ſhelikewiſe 
died there inſtantly pon his coarſe. 

The eight Nouell, 

trherein is againe declared, the great maiſcretion and folly of them that think 
to conſtrame loue, according to their will, aſter it is constantly ſetled be- 

fore : with other initruetons , concerning the vnjpcakeable power of 


Lowe. 


Adain Emilia had no ſooner concluded her Noucll, but Madame 
Neiphila (by the Kings command) began to ſpeake in this manner. 
Itſeemeth to mee (Gracious Ladies) that there are ſome ſuch people to 
be found, who imagine themſelues ro know more, then all other elſe in 
the world beſide, and yer indeede doc know nothing art all : preſuming 
(thorough this arrogant opinion of theirs) roimploy and oppolc their 
ſenſeleſſe vnderſtanding, againſt infallible grounded reaſon, yea, and to 
attempt courſes, not only contrary to the counſel and iudgmentof men, 
butalſo to crofle the nature of diuine ordination. Out of which ſaucy & 
ambirious preſumption, many mighry harmes haue already bad begin- 
ning, and more are like co enſue yppon ſuch boldneffe, becaufeitis the 
ground of all euils. | I 
Now, inregard that among all other natvrall things, nooneis leflc 
ſubic&ro take counſell, or can bee wrought to contraricty, then Loue, 
Ft; whoſe 
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whoſe nature is ſuch, as rather to runvpon his owne raſh conſumption, 
then to be ruled by admonitions of the very wilſeſt: my memory bath in- 
ſpired ir ſelf, with matter incident to this purpoſe, efteually to approve, 
what I haue already ſaid. For I am now to ſpeake of a weman,who would 
appeare to hauc more wit, then either ſhe had indeed, or appertained to 
her by any title The matter alſo, wherein ſhe would needs ſhew hir ſtu- 
dious judgement and capacity, was of much more conſequence then ſhe 
could deſeruc tro meddle withall. Yetſuch was the iſſue ofher fond pre- 
fuming ; that (in one inſtant) ſhe expelled both loue, and the ſoule of her 
owne lonne out of his body, where (doubtleſlc) it was planted by diuine 
fauour and appointment. 

In our owne City (according to true & ancient teſtimony)there dwelt 
ſometime a very worthy and wealthy Merchant, named Leonardo Sighte- 
ro, who by his wife had one onely Sonne, called /eronime 4 and within a 
ſhort while after his birth, Leonards being very licke, and having ſerled al 
his affaires in good order; departcdout of this wretchedlife to a better . 
The Tutors and Gouernours of the Childe, thought it fitteſt to let him 
ue with his Mother, where he had his whole education, though ſchoo- 
lcd among many other worthy neighbours children,according as in moſt 
Cities they vſc to do. Yong /eronimo growing on in yeares, and icequen- 
ting dayly the company of his Schoole-fc!lowes and others : hee would 
oftcn ſport (as the reſt did) with the neighbors, and much prety paſtime 
they found together, 

In the harmleſſerecreations of youth, grauer iudgements haue often 
oblerued, that ſome eſpeciall matter receiued then ſuch original, as grea- 
ter «ffe& hath followed thereon . And many times, parents and kindred 
haue bene the occaſion (alchough perhaps beyond their expeQartion) of 
very ſtrange and extraordinary accidents, by names of familiarity paſhng 

| betweene Boyes and Girles, as King and Queene, ſweet heart and ſweet 

heart, friend and friend, husband and wife,and divers other ſuch like kind 
tearimes, proouing afterwards to be true indeede. Ir fell out ſo with our 
yong /eronimo ; tor, among a number of pretty Damoſels,. daughters to 
men of eſpeciali reſpect, and others of farre inferiour qualitic : a Taylors 
daughter, excellingthereſt in fauour and feature (albeit her Father was 
but poore) /eronime moſt delighted to ſport withall ; and no other titles 
Wa: betweene them, euen inthe hearing of their parents and friendes, 

ut wife ang husband: ſuch was the beginning of their young affeRion , 
prelaging (no doubt) effeually to follow. 

Nor grew this tamiliarity (as yet) any way diſtaſted, till by their dayly 
conuerſing together, and cnterchange of infinite pretty ſpeeches : Jerom- 
mo felt a ſtrange alteration in his ſoule, with ſuch enforcing and power- 
tull affliions ; as he was neuer well but in her company , nor ſhe enioy- 
cd any reſt if /eranmo wereabſent . Arthe length, this being noted Þ 
his Mother, ſhe beganne to rebuke him, yea, many times gaue him bot! 
threatnings and blowes, which prouing to no purpoſe, nor hindering his 


acceſleto ber ; ſhe complainedto his Tutors, and like one that in regare | 
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of her riches, thought to plant an Orange vpon a blacke thorne, ſpake as 
followeth. | 

This Sonne of mine /eronme, being as yet but fourtcene years of ape, 
is ſo deeply enamored ot a yong Girle, named SUue/ra, daughter vnto a 

ore Tailor, our necre dwelling neighbour : thatit we donor ſend him 
out of her company, one day (perhaps) he may make her his wife, and yet 
without any knowledge of ours, which queſtionleſſe would be my death. 
Otherwiſe, he may pine and conſume himſelfe away, ifhe ſcevs procure 
her marrfage to ſome other. Wherefore, I hold it good, that to auoid ſo 
great an inconuenience, we ſhold ſend /eronimo ſome far diſtance hence, 
ro remaine where ſome of our FaQtors are employed : becauſe, when he 
ſhall be out ofher ſight, and their often mectings vtterly diſappointed ; 
his affeion to her will the ſooner ceaſle, by fruſtrating his hope for ever 
enioying her, and ſo we ſhall have the better meanes, ro match him with 
one of greater quality. The Tutors did like well of her aduice,not doub- 
ting but it would take anſwerable effeR : and theretore, calling /eronimo 
into a private Parlor, one of them began inthis manner. 

Teronimo, you are now growne to an indifferent ature R and(alrnoſt)a- 
ble to take goucrnment of your ſclte . Itcannor then ſceme any way in- 
conuenient,to acquaint you with your deceaſed Fathers affaires, and by 
what good courſes he came to ſuch wealth. You arc his onely ſonne and 
heire, ro whom hee hath bequeathes his rich poſleffions (your Mothers 
moity evermoreremembred) and trauaile would now ſeeme fitting for 
you, as well to experience in Traffick and Merchandize, as alſo to let you 
ſee the worlds occurrences. Your Mother therfore(and we)haue thought 
it expedient, that you ſhould journey from hence to Pars, there to con- 
tinue for ſome ſuch fitting time, as may grant you full and free opportu- 
nity, to ſuruey what ftocke of wealth is there employed for you, and to 
make you vnderſtand, how your Factors are furtherous to your affayres, 
Beſide, thisis the way to pe you a man of more ſolid apprehenſion, & 
perfeR inſtruion in ciuill courſes of life ; rather then by continving here 
to ſee none but Lords, Barons, and Gentlemen, whereof wee haue roo 
great anumber., When you are ſufficiently qualified there, and hauc 
learned what belongeth to a worthy Marchant, ſuch as was Leonardo Sig- 
hero your famous Father ; you may returne home againe at your owne 
pleaſure. 

The youth gaue them attentive hearing, and (in few words) returned 
them anſwer : That he would not giue way to any ſuch trauaile, becauſe 
hee knew how to diſpoſe of himſelfein Florence, as well as in any other 
place he ſhould be ſent too. Vhich when his Tutors hears, they repro- 
ued him with many ſeuere ſpeeches : and ſeeing they could winno other 
anſwer from him, they made returne thereof to his Mother. Shee ſtor- 
ming extreamly thereat, yetrnot ſo mnch for denying the tourney to Pa- 
ri, as inregard of his violent affeQion to the Maide; gaue him very bit- 
ter and harſh language. All whichi availing nothing,ſhe began to ſpeake 


ina more milde and gentle ſtraine, entreating him with flattering mo 
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fable words, to be goucrned in this caſe by his Tutors good adviſe. And 
ſo farre (in the end) the preuailed with him, that he yeelded to live at P4- 
ris for the ſpace of a yeare z but further time he would not graunt, and {© 
all was ended. 
lTeronimo being gone to remain at Par his loue daily increaſing more 
and more, by reaſon of his abſence from S//eſtr, vnder faire and trieng- 
ly promiſes, of this moneth and the next moneth-ſending for him home, 
there they derained him two whole yeares together . VWhereuppon, his 
Joue was growne to ſuch an extremity, that he neither would,or could a. 
bide any longer there, but home hee returned, before hee was expected. 
His loue Slueſtra, by the cunning compaQting of his Mother and T utors, 
he found married to a Tent-makers Sonne ; whereat hee vexed and grec- 
ucd beyond all meaſure, Neucrtheleſle,ſecing rhe caſe was now no way 
to bee holpen ; he ſtrouc to beare it with ſo much patience, as ſo ereat 
a wrong, and his hearts rormenting greete , would giue him leauc to 
doc. 

Having found out the place where ſhe dwelt, hee began (as ir is the 
cuſtome of yovg Louers) to vſe Giuers daily walkes by her door: as thin- 
king in his minde, that her remembrance of him was conſtantly continy- 
cd, as [113 was moſt intirely fixed on her. But the caſe was verie {trangely 
alcred, becaufe the was now growne no more mindfull of him, thenit the 
had neuer ſcetic him before. Or it ſhe did any way remember him, it ap- 
pearcd tobe {o little, that maniteRt ſignes declared the contrary, W hicti 
lcronimo very quickely percciued, albcit not witnont many melanchollic 
perturbations. Notwithſtanding, he laboured by all poſſible meanes, to 
recouer her former kindneſle againe : but finding all his paines friuouſlic 
employed; he relolued to dye, and yet to compaſic ſome ſpeech with her 
betoze. 

By meanes of a neere dwelling neighbour (that was his verie deare & 
intimate friend) he came acquainted with cucxy part of the houſe, & pre- 
uailed (o far, thatone eucning; when the and her husband ſpt at a neigh- 
bourshoute ; he compaſſcd accefle into the ſame bed chamber where $f- 
weitravied moſtrolodge, Finding the Curtaines ready drawne, he hid 
himſeltc behinde them on the further (ide of the bed, and ſo tarried there 
vntlil S:{ac5tra and her husband were returned home, and jaide downein 
bedde to take their reſt. The husbands ſences were ſoone overcome with 
{leepe, by reaſon of his paincfull royling all the day, and bodies thar are 
exerciſed with much labour, are the more deſirous to have caſe. She ſiay- 
ing vp laſt, to put out the light, and hearing her husband ſleepe ſo ſound- 
ly, that his ſnoring gaue good cuidence thereof : layed her ſelfe down the 
more reſpeCtuuely, as being very loath any way to diſcaſe him,but lweet- 
ly to let him enioy his reſt. | 

Stlueftra lay on the ſame ſide of the bed, where 7cronime had hid him- 
ſelte behinde the Curtaines ; who ſtepping ſoftly to her in the darke, and 
laying his hand gently on her breſt, ſaide : Deare Loue, forbeare a little 


whule to ilecps. tor heexe is thy loyall friend Jeronime. The yong wwe 
x- 
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farting with amazement, would hane cricd our, but that hee entreated 
ter tothe contrary ; proteſting, that he came forno ill intent ro ber, but 
onely to take his lateſt lcaue of her. Alas /cronima (quoth ſhe) thoſe idle 
dayes are paſt and gone, when it was no way vnſcemly for our youth, to 
entertaine equality of thoſe deſires, which then well agreed: with our 
young blood. Since when, you haue lined in forraine Countrics,which 
; appeared tO MmEto alter your former diſpoſition: for, in the {pace of wo 
whole yeares, either you grew forgetfull ofme (as change of ayre, may 
change affeion) or (at the beſt) made ſuch account of mee, as I neucr 
heard the leaſt ſalutation from you. Now youknow me tobe a marricd 
wife, in regard whercof, my thoughts bauc embraced thar chaſte and ho- 
nourable reſolution, not to mmde any man bur my husband)}; and there- 
fore, as you arc come hither without my louc orlicenſe,ſo in like manner 
do defireyou to be gone. Letthis priuiledge of my Husbandes ſound 
ſlceping, be no colour to your longer continuingheere, or encourage 
you to finde any further fauour at tine hand : for if mine husband ſhold 
awake, beſide the danger that thereon may follow to you ,, I cannot bur 
looſe the ſweet happineſle of peacetull life, which hitherto we haue both 
mutually embraced. 

The yong man, hearing theſe wordes, and remembring what louing 
kindneſſe he had formerly found, what ſecret loue Letters hee had ſenr 
from Pars, withother priuare intelligences and tokens, which ncuer 
came to her reccite and knowledge, ſo cunningly his Mother and Tutors 
had carricd the matter: imm*-diatcly he felt his heart ſtrings to break; and 
| lying downe vpon the beds {1de by her, vttered theſe his very laſt words. 

S$:lueitra farewell, thou haſt kilde the kindeſt heart that SE ord a Wo- 
man : and ſpeaking no more, gaue vp the ghoſt.She hearing theſe words 
delivered with an entire ſighe, and deepe-fetcht groanc : aid not imagine 
the ſtrange conſequence toilowing thereon; yet was mooued to much 
compaſſion, in regard of her former affeRion to him . Silent ſhee lay an 
indifferent while, as being vnable to returpe him any anſwerzand looking 
when he would be gone, according as before ſhe had earneſtly entreated 
him, Bur when ſhe perceyued him to lye fo ſtill, as neither word or mo- 
tion came from him, ſhe ſaide : Kinde /eronimo, why doeſt thou not de- 
part and get thee gone ? So putting forth her hand,it hapned to light vp- 
on his face, which the felt to be as cold as yce : whereat maruelling not a 
little, as alſo at his continued filence : ſhee iogged him, and felt his hands 
in like manner, which were ſtiffely extended forth, and all his body cold, 
as not hauing avy life remaining in him, which greatly amazing her, and 


confounding her with ſorow beyond all meaſure, ſhee was 1n ſuch per- 


plexity,thar ſhe could notdeuiſe what to do or ſay. 

In the end, ſhe reſolued to try how her husband would take ir, that ſo 
ſtrange an accident ſhould thus happen in his houſe, and purting the caſe 
as if ir did not concerne them, but any other of the neighbours z awaking 
him firſt, demaunded of him what was beſt to bee done, ifaman ſhould 
ſicale into aneighbours houſe, vaknowne to him, or any of his family; 

in 
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in his bed chamber to be found dead. He preſently replyed (as not thin- 
king the caſe concerned himſelfe) that, the onely helpe in ſuch an vnex- 
ed extremity, was, to take the dead body, and conuey it to his owne 
ouſe, if he had any ; whereby no ſcandall or reproach would followe 
to them, in whoſe houſc he had ſo'vnfortunately dyed. Heereupon, ſhee 
immediately aroſc, and lighting a candle, ſhewed him the dead bodie of 
lerommo, with proteſtationofeuery particular, both of her innocencie, 
either of knowledpe of his comming thither, or any other blame thar 
could concerne her : Whichliee both inflantly knowing and belecuing, 
made no more ceremonie, but putting on his Garments, tooke the dead 
bodie vpon his ſhoulders, and carried it to the Mothers doore, wherc he 
Icft it,and afterward returned ro his owne houſe againe. 

When daytlight was come, and the dead body found lying in the 
Porch, it moued very much greefe and amazement, conſidering, he had 
bin ſcene the day before, in perieQ health to outward appearance. Nox 
neede weto vige any queſtion of his-Mothers ſorrow vpon this ſtraunge 
accident, who, cauſing his body to bee carefully ſearched, without any 
blow, bruiſc, wound, or hurt vppon it, the Phylitians could not give any 
other opi»ion, but that ſome inward conceyte of greefe had cauſed his 
gcath, as1t did indecd, and no way otherivile. Tothe cheete Church was 
the dead body carricd, to be generally ſecne of all the people, his mother 
and friends weeping heauily by it, as many more did the like beſide, be- 
cauſe he was beloued of euery one. In which time of vniverſall monr- 
ning, the honeſt man (in whoſe houſe he dyed) ſpake thus ro bis wile : 6if- 
guile thy ſeife in ſome decent manner, and go to the Church, where (as 
I heare) they haue laide the body of /eronimo, Crowde in amongeſt the 
\Women, as I will doe the like among(t the men,* to heare what opinion 
paſleth of his death, and whether wee ſhall bee ſcandalized thereby,or 
no. 

Silnetira, who was now become full of pitty too late, quickely condil- 
ccnded, as deſiring to fec him dead, whom fomerime ſhe dearly affeaed 
in life. And being come tothe Church, it is a matter to bee admired, if 
aduiſcdly we conſider on the powerfull working of loue ; for the heart of 
this woman, which the proſperous fortune of 7er9z1mo could not pierce, 
now in his wofull death did ſplit in ſunder ; and the ancient ſparks of loue 
ſo long concealed in the embers, brake foorth into a furious flame ; and 
being violently ſurprized with extraordinary compaſhon, no ſooner did 
ſhe come neereto the dead body, where many ſtoode weeping round a- 
bout it; but ſtrangely ſhricking out aloud, ſhe fell downe vpon it - & euen 
as extremity of greefe finiſhed his life, ſo did ir hers inthe ſarne manner . 
For ſhe moued neither hand nor foot, becauſe her vitall powers bad quite 
forſaken her. The women labouring to comforther by al the beſt mcans 
they could deuiſe; did not take any knowledge of her, by reaſon of her 
diſguiſed garments : but finding her dead indeede, and knowing her alſo 
to be S1{ueſta,being overcome with vnſpeakable compaſſion, & danted 
With no mcanc admiration,thcy ſtood ſtrangely gazing each T—_ oO 
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 Wonderfull crowds of people were then in the Church; and this ac- 
cident being now noyſed among the men, art length it cameto her Huſ. 
bands vnderſtanding, whoſe greefe was ſo great, asit excecded all capa- 
citic of expreſſion. Afterward, he declared what had hapned in his houſe 
the precedent night, according as his wife had truly related to him, with 
all the ſpeeches, which paſt between Sr{weſtra and eronimo ; by which dif- 
courſe, they generally concejued, the certaine occaſion of both their fo- 
daine deaths, which moued them to great compaſſion. Then taking the 
yong womans body, and ordering it as a coarſe ought to bee : they layed 
ic on the ſame Biere by the yong man, and when they had ſufhciently (or. 
roiwed for their diſaſtrous fortane , rhey gaue them honourable buriall 
both in one grave. So, this poore couple, whome lone (in life) could not 


[ 
joyne together, death did vnite in an infeparable coniunRion. 
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Meſſer Guigielmo of Roſſiglione hauins ſlaine Meſſer Guig'iclmo Giar- 
daſtagno » whom hee tmazined tolowe his wiſe, oaue her his heayt to cate, 
which ſhe knowms afterward, threw her / elfe out of an hith window to the 
ground, and being dead,was then buried with her friend. 

The ninth Noucl!. 

hereby appeareth, what ill ſucceſſe attendeth on them, that lone contrazie to 

reaſon : in offering iniurie both to friendſhip and marriage together, 
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V Hen the Nouell of Madam Neiphila was ended , which occafio- 

ned much compaſſion in the whole aſſembly; the King who woJd 
not infringe the priuiledge graunted to Dioneus , no more remaining to 
ſpeake but they two, began thus. I call to minde (gentle Ladics) a No- 
vell,which(ſccing we arcfo farre entred into the lamentable accidentsof 
ſuc- 
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ſucceſſelefſe loue, will vrge you vnto as much commiſſeration, as that (© 
lately reportedto you. And ſo much therather, becauſe the perſons of 
whom we are to ſpeake, were of reſpeQiue quality z waich approucth the 
accidentto bee more cruell, thenthoſe whereof wee haue formerly git 
courſed. 

According as the people of Prozence do report, there dwelt ſometime 
in that iuriſd;Rion, two noble Knights, each well poſſeſied of Caſtles & 
followers; the one beeing named Meſſer Guighelmo de Roſſiglione, and the 
other Meſſer Guiglielmo Guardaſiagno. Now, in regard that they wer both 
valiant Gentlemen,and ſingularly expert in aQtions of Armes; they loued 
together the more mutually, and held it as a kinde of cuſtom to be ſeene 
in all Tiltes and Tournaments, or any other exerciſes of Armes, goir 
commonly alike in their wearing garments. And although their Caſtles 
ſtood about fiue miles diſtant each from other, yer were they dayly con- 
uerſant together, as very louing and intimate friends. The one ofthem,] 
meane Meſſer Guiglielmo de Roſsiglione, had to wife a very gallant beauri- 
full Lady, of whom Meſſer Guardaſtagno (forgetting the lawes of reſpe 
andloyall friend{hippe) became oucr-fondly enamoured, expreſſing the 
ſame by ſuch outward meanes, that the Lady her ſelfe tooke knowledge 
thercof, and not with any diſlike, as it ſeemed, but rather louingly enter- 
tained ; yet ſhe grew not ſo forgetfull of hex honour and eſtimation, as 
the other did of faith to his friend. 

With ſuch indiſcretion was this idle lone carried, that whether it ſor- 
red to effe, or no, I know not: but the husband receiued ſome ſuch ma- 
ner of behaviour, as hee could not caſily digeſt, nor thought it fitting ro 
endure. VWhereuppon, the league of friendly amity ſo long continued, 
began to faile in very ſtrange faſhion, and became converted into deadly 
hatred : which yet hee very cunningly concealed, bearing an outwarde 
ſhew of conſtant friendſhippe ſtill, bur (in his heart) hee had vowed the 
death of Guardaſtzpno. Nothing wanted, but by what meanes it michr 
beſt be effeed, which fell outto bee in this manner. A publicke luſt or 
Tourney, was proclaimed by ſound of Trumpet throughour all France, 
wherewith immediately, Meſſer Guiplielmo Roſsiglione acquainted Meſſer 
Guardaſtagno, entreating him that they might further conferretheron to- 
gether, and for that purpoſe to comeand viſit him, ifhe intended ro haue 
any hand in the buſineſſe. Guerdaſtagno being exceeding gladde of this 
accident, which gauc him liberty to ſee his Miſtreſſe ; ſent anſwer backe 
by the meſſenger, that en the morrow at night, he would come and ſup 
with Roſsrglione; who vpon this reply, proiced to himſclfe in what ma- 
ner to kill him. 

On the morrow, after dinner, arming himſclfe, and two more of his 
ſeruants with him, ſuch as he had ſolemnly ſworne to ſecrecy bee moun- 
ted on horſeback, and rode on about a mile from his owne Caſtle, where 
he lay cloſcly ambuſhed in a Wood , through which Guardaſtaguo mull 
needs paſſe. After hehad ſtayed there ſome two houres ſpace and more, 
he eſpycd him come riding with two of his attendants, all ofthem bang 
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ſually worne. | 

- Meſſer Guiglielmo Roſ siglione , alighting from his horſe, and having a 
keene knife ready drawne in his hand; opened therewith the breſt of dead 
Gwardaſtagno, and taking foorth his heart with his owne hands, wrapped 
itin the Banderole belonging to his L ance, com manding one of his men 
to the charge thereof, and never todiſcloſe the Geed, So, mounting on 
horſe-backe againe, anddarke night drawing on apace,he returned home 
to his Caſtle. The Lady, who had heard betore of Guardaſtagnees intent, 
to ſuppethere thatnighr, and (perbaps) being earneſtly deſirous ro ſee C 
him; meruailing at his{o long tarrying, ſaide ro her husband. Beleeuc '* 
me Sir (quoth ſhe) me thinkes it is (omewhat ſtrange, that Meſſer Guiohi- \ 
elmo Guardaſtagno delayes his comming fo long, he neuer vſcd ro do foril 
now. Irecciued tidings from him wite (ſaid hc) that he cannot be heere 
tillto morrow. Whercat the Lady appearing to bee diſpleaſed, concea- 
[edit to her (elfe,and vied no more words. | 

Roſsiglione leauing his Lady, went into the Kitchin, where calling for = 
the Cooke, he deliuered him the heart, ſaying : Take this heart of a wilde | 1 
Boare, which it was my good happe to kill this day , and dreſlc it in the 
dainticſt manner thou canſt deuiſe to doe ; which being ſo done, when I 
am ſctatthe Table, ſend itro me in a ſiluer diſh , with ſauce beſeeming 
ſo dainty a morſell. The Cooke tooke the heart, beleeuing it to be no 0- [| 
therwiſe, then as his Lord had ſaide : and viing his vemoſt skill in dreſſing | (| 
it, did diuide it into artificiall ſmall ſlices, and made it moſt pleaſing to be | 
taſted, When ſupper time was come, &o/srzlione ſare downe atthe table | 
with his Lady : buthee had little or no appetite at all co cate, the wicked | | 
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deed which he had done fo perplexed his ſoule, and made him to fit very 
ſtrangely muſing. Ac length, the Cook brought in the dainty diſh,which 
he himſelfe ſerting before his wife, begao to inde fault with his own lack 
of ſtomack, yetprouoked her with many faire ſpeeches,to taſt the Cooks 
cunning inſo rare a diſh. | 
The Lady hauing a good apperite indeede, when ſhe had firſt raſted it, i! | 
fedafterward ſo heartily thereon, that ſhee left very lictle , or none ar all 18? 
remaining. VVhen he perceyucd that all was caten, heſaid vnto her: Tel q| 
me Madam, how you do like this delicate kinde of meat ? In good faith 
Sir (quorh ſhe) in all my life I was neuer berter pleaſed . Now. truſt mee 
Madaw, anfwered the Kaight, I doe verily belceue you, nor du I greatly = 
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; wonder thereat, if you like that dead, which you loued fo dearly being a- 
live. When ſhe heard theſe words, a long while ſhe ſate filent, but aftes. 
ward ſaide. I pray youtell mce Sir, what meate was this which you haye 
made me to eate? Muſe no longer (ſaid he) for therein I will quickly re. 
ſolue thee. Thou haſt eaten the heart of Meſſer Gniolielmo Guar daſtagno, 
whoſe loue was ſo deare and precious to thee, thou falſe, perfidious, and 
diſloyall Lady: I pluckt it out of his vile body with mine owne hands,and 
made my Cookerto dreſle it for thy diet. 

Poor Lady, how ſtrangely was her ſoule afflited, hearing theſe harſh 
and vnpleaſing ſpeecties? Teares flowed aboundantly from her faire cies, 
and like tempeſtuous windes embowelled in the cartb, ſo did vehement 
ſighes breake mainly from her heart, and after a tedious time of ſilence , 
ſhe ſpake inthis manner, My Lordand husband, you haue done a moſt 
diſloyall and damnable deede, miſguided by your owne wicked jealous 
opinion,and not by any iuſt cauſe giuen you, to murther ſo worthie and 
Noble a Gentleman. I protelt vnto you vppon my foule , which I wiſh 
to bee confounded in eternall perdition, it euer I were vnchaſte to your 
bedde, or allowed him any other fauour, but what might well become fo 
honourable a friend. And ſeeing my bodic hath bene madethe recepta- 
cle tor ſo precious a kinde of foode, as the heart of ſo valiant and courre- 
ous a Knighr, ſuch as was the Noble Guardaſtazno; neuer ſhall any other 
foode heereafccr, haue entertainment there, or my ſ[clte liuethe Wife to 
{o bloody a husband. 

So (tartivg vppe from the Table, and ſtepping vnto a great gazing 
VVindowe, the Caſzment whereof ſtanding wide open behinde her: 
violently ſhee leaped out thereat, which beeing an huge heighth in di- 
ſtance from the ground, the fall did not onely kill her, but alſo ſhinered 
her bodic into many peeces. VWhich Roſrghione perceyuing, hee itoode 
like a bodie without a ſoule, confounded with the killing of ſo deare a 
fricnd,lofls of a chaſte and honourable wite, andall through his owne o- 
unr-credulous conceit, 

Vppon further conference with his priuate thoughtes, and remorſc- 
full acknowledgement of bis heinous offence, which repentance (too 
late) gaue him eyes now to ſ{ce, though raſhneſle before would not per- 
mit him toconſider; theſe two extreamities inlarged his dulled vnder- 
ſtanding. Firſt, he grew fearfull of the friends and followers to murdered 
Guardaſtagno, as allo the whole Countrey of Proente,in regarde of the 
peoples generall loue vato him; which being two maineand important 
moriues, both to the deteſtation of ſo horrid an ace, and immediate ſe- 
ucre reuenge to ſucceed thereon : hee made ſuch prouiſion as beſthec 
could, and as ſo ſodaine a warning would giue leaue , hce fled away le- 
cretly in the night ſeaſon. 

Theſc vnpleafing newes were ſoone ſpread abroad the next mor- 
ning, not only of the vnfortunate accidents, bur alſo of Kofs:glions flight ; 
in regard wherof, the dead bodyes being found, and brought rogetber, 
as well by the people belonging to Guardaſtagno, as them that attended 
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on the Lady : they were layedin the Chappell of Roſ7gliones.Caſtell ; 
where,after ſo much lameneation for ſo great a misforrune to befal them, 
they were honourably enterred in one faire Tombe, with-cxcellent Ver- 
ſes engrauen thereon, exprethng both rheir noble degree, and by whar 
vnhappy meanes, they chancedrto haue buriallthere.. 


A Phyſitians wife laide a Louer of ber Maids (ſuppofing him to bee dead) in' a 
Cheſt, by reaſon that he had drunte water ,which ſually was giuen topro- 
cure a ſleepy entrancing. Two Lombard Yſurers, fleakng the Cheſt, in hope 
of a rich booty, carried it into their owne houſe, where afterward the man 
awaking, was apprehended for a Theefe, The Chamber-maide tothe Phy. 
ſitians wife, going before the bench of Juſtice, accuſeth ber ſelfe for putting 
the imazined dead body into the Cheſt by which meanes he eſcapeth hanzing « 
And the theeues which ſtole away the Cheſt, were condemned to pay a great 
ſumme of money, | 


Thetenth Noucll. 
herein i declared, that ſometime by adgenturewus accident, rather then anie 
reaſonable comprehenſion, a man may eſcape out of manifold perilles, out 
eſpecially in occurrences of Lone. 
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FTER thatthe King had concluded his Nouell;there remained 
none now but Dione to tell the laſt : which himſelfe confeſſing, 
and the King commaunding him to proceede, he begannc in this 


manner. So many miſeries of vnfortunate Loue, as all of you haue 
alcadic related, hath not onely ſwolne your eyes with weeping, bur 
Gga allo 
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alſo made ſicke our hearts with hgving : yea (Gracious Ladies) I my 
ſelfe finde my ſpirits not meanly afflicted thereby. Wherefore the whoſe 
day hath bene very irkeſome to me, and I am nor alittle glad, that itig ſg 
neere ending. Now, for the better ſhutting it vp altogether, I would be 
very loath to make an addition, of any more ſuch ſad and mournfull max. 
ter, good for nothing but onely to feede melancholly humor, and from 
which (Ihope) my faire Starres will defend me. Tragical diſcourſe,thoy 
art no fit companion for me, I will therefore report a Nouell which may 
miniſter a more iouiall kinde of argument, [vntothoſe tales that muſt bee 
told to morrow, and with the expiration of our preſent Kings reigne, to 
rid vs of all heart-greceuing heereatter. 
Know then (moſt gracious aſſembly) that it is not many yeares ſince, 
when there lined in Salerne, a veric famous Phyſitian, named Sipnicur 
Mazzto della Montagna, who being already well entred into years,would 
(neuertheleſſe) marric with a beautifull young Mayden of the Cirtie, 
beſtowing rich garments, gaudie attyres, Ringes, and Iewelles on her, 
ſuch as few YVomenelſe could any way equall, becauſc hee loued her 
moſt deerely . Yetbcing an aged man, and neuer remembering, how 
vaine andidle a thing it is, for age to make ſuch an vnfitting EleQion , 
injurious to both; and therefore endangering that domeſlicke agree- 
ment, which ought to bee the ſole and maine comfort of Marriage : it 
makerh mee therefore to miſdoubr, that as in our former Tale of Sijgni- 
our Ricciardo de Cinzica, ſome dayes of the Calender did heere ſecme 
as diſtaſtcfull, as thoſe that occaſioned the other Womans diſcontent- 
ment. Inſuch vneguall choyſes, Parents commonly are more blame- 
woorthie, then any imputation, to bee layde on the young Women, 
who gladdely would enioy ſuch as in heart they haue eleed : bur thar 
their Parents, looking thorough the glaſſes of greedie lucre, doc ouer- 
throw both their ownc hopes, and the taire fortuncs of their children to- 
pcther. 


Yet to ſpeake vprightly of this young martied Wife, ſhe declared her 


 ſelte to be of a wiſe and chearefull ſpirit, not diſcoraged with her incqua- 


litic of marriage : but bearing all with a contented browe, for feare of vr- 
ging the veryleaſt miſſike in her Husband. And hee, onthe other (ide, 
when occaſions did not cali him to viſite his pacients, or to be preſent at 
the Colledge among his fellow-DoQtours, would alwayes bee chearing 
and comforting his Wife, as one that could hardly affoord to bee out of 
her company. There is one eſpecial fatall misfortune, which commonly 
awaiteth on olde mens marriages; when freezing December will march 
with flouring May, and greene defires appeare in age, beyond all pofhbi- 
lity of performance. Nor are there wanting good ſtore of wanton Gal- 
lants, who hating to ſec Beauty in this manner betrayed, and to the em- 
braces of a loathed bed, will make their folly ſeene in publike appearance, 
and by their dayly proffers of amorous ſeruices (ſeeming compathonare 
of the womans diſaſter) are vſually the cauſe of icalous ſuſpitions,& very 
heinous houſhold diſcontentments, 

Among 
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Among divers other, that faine would bee nibling atthis bayte of 
beauric, there was one, named Ruggtero de Teroly, of honourable paren- 
rage, but yer of ſuch a deboſhed and diſordered life, as neither Kindred 
or Friends, were willing to take any knowledge of him,bur viterly gaue 
him over to his diffolure courſes: ſothar, thoroughoutr all Salerne , his 
conditions cauſed his generall contempr, and hee accounted no better, 
but euen as athecuing and lewde companion. 'The DoQours Wife , 
had a Chamber-maide attending on her ; who, notwithſtanding all the 
vely deformitics in Ruggiero, regarding more his perſon then his imper- 
fections (becauſc hee was acompleare and well-featured youth) beſto- 
wed her affeftion molt entirely on him, and oftentimes did ſupplic his 
wants, with her owne beft meanes. 

Ruzziero hauing this benefite ofthe Maides kinde loue to him,madeir 
an hopetull mounting Ladder, whereby to deriuc ſome good liking from 
the Miſtreſſe, preſuming rather on his outward comely parts, then anic 
other honeſt quality that might commend him. The Miſtreſſe knowing 
what choyle her Maide had made,, and vnable by any perſwafions to re- 
mooue her, tooke knowledge of Ruggreroes priuat reſorting to hir houſe, 
and in meerc loue to her Maide (who had very many eſpeciall deſcruings 
in her) oftentimes ſhe would (in kinde manner) rebuke him, and aduilec 
him to a more ſetled courſe of lite; which coun(ell, chat it might rake rhe 
better effe& ; (he graced with liberall gifts : one while with Gold,others 
with Siluer, and often with garments, tor his comelier acceſle thether : 
which bounty, he (like a lewde miſtaker) interpreted as affurances of her 
affc&ion to him, and that he was more gracctul inher cyc, rhen any man 
elſe could be. 

In the continuance of theſe proceedings, it came to paſſe,that maſter 
DoQRor Mazzeo (being nor onely a moſt expert Phyfitian, bur likewiſe 
as skiltull in Chirurgeric beſide) hadde{a Pacient in cure, who by great 
misfortune, had one of his legges broken all in picces; which ſome wea- 
ker iudgement hauing formerly dealt withall, the bones and {inewes were 
become ſo fowly putrified, as he tolde the parties friends, thatthe legge 
muſt bee quire cutoff, or elſe the Pacient muſt needes dye: yet he inten- 
d:dſo to orderthe matter , that the perrill ſhould proccede no fur- 
ther, to preiudice any other part of the bodie. Thecaſe becing thus 
relolued on with the Pacient and his Friends, the day and time was ap- 
pointed whenthe deede ſhould be done: and the DoRor conceyuing, 
. that except the Patient were ſlecpily entranced , hee could not by anie 
meanes endurethe paine, but muſt needes hinder what he meant to do : 
by diſtillation hee made ſuch an artificiall VV ater, as (afterche Pacient 
hath receyued it) ic will procurea kinde of dead (leepe, and endure ſo 
_ long a ſpace, as neceſſity requirerh the vic thereof, in full performance of 

' the worke. 

After he had made this ſleepy water, he put it into a gjafſle,wherewith 
itwas filled (almoſt) vp to the brimme ; and tillthe time came when hee 
ſhould vſc it, hee ſctit in his owne Chamber.Vindowe',s never ac- 
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quainting arſy one, to what purpoſe he had provided the water,nor what 
was his reaſon of ſetting it there ; when it drew towards the eucning,and 
he was returned home from his pacients, a Meſſenger brought him Ler- 
ters from Malfy, concerning a great conflict hapning there between two 
Noble Families,whercin diuers were very dangerouſly wounded on ci- 
ther (ide, and without his ſpeedy repairing thither, it would prouc to the 
loſſe ofmany lives. Heereupon, the cure ofthe mans leg muſt needs bee 
prolonged, vntill he was returned backe againe , in regard that manic of 
the wounded perſons were his worthy friends, and liberall bountie was 
there to be expected, which made him preſently go aboord a ſmal Barke, 
and forthwith ſet away towards 2/al/7. 

This abſence of Maſter Door Mazzeo, gaue opportunity to aducn- 
turous Rwg21ero, to viſitehis houſe (he being gone) in hope to ger more 
Crownes, and courteſie from the Miſtreſle , vnder formall colour of 
courting the Maide. And being cloſely admitted into the houſe, when 
divers Neighbours were in conference with her Miſtreſle, and helde her 
with ſuch pleaſing Diſcourſe,as required longer time then was expected: 
the Maide, 1:ad no other roome to conceale Ruggrzeroin, but onely the 
bed chamber of her Maſter, where ſhe lockt him in; becauſe none of the 
houſhold people ſhould deſcry him, and ſtayedattending on her Miſtris, 
till all the Gueſts tooke their leave, and were gone. Ruggrerothus remay- 
ning alone in the Chamber, for the ſpace of three long houres and more, 
was vilited neither by Maidenor Miſtris, but awaited when he ſhould bee 

ſer atliberty. 

Now, whether feeding on ſalt meats before his coming thither, or cu- 
ſtomary vſc of drinking, which maketh men vnable any long whileto ab- 
ſtain, as being neuer ſatisfied with exceſſc;which of theſe two extreams 
they were, know not: but drinkneeds hee muſt. And, having no other 
meanecs for quenching his thirſt, eſpied the glaſſc of water ſtanding inthe 
Window, and thinking it to be ſome ſoueraigne kinde of warter,referued 
by the Door for his owne drinking, to make him luſty in his old years, 
he tooke the glaſſe; and finding the Water pleaſing to his pallare, dranke 
it oft eucry drop ; then ſitting downe on a Coffer by the beds ſide, ſoone 
after hee fell into a ſound ſleepe , according to the powerfull working, of 
the water. 

No ſooner were all the Neighbours gone, and the Maide at libertic 
from her Miſtreſſe, but vnlocking the doore, into the chamber ſhe went; 
and finding Rwggtero (itting faſt aſleepe, ſhe began to hunch and punche 
him, entreating him (ſoftly) to awake : but all was to no purpoſe, for hee 
neither meoued, or anſwered one word, whereat her patience being ſom 
whar prouoked, ſhe punched him more rudely, and angerly faid : Awake 
tor ſhamethou drowſie dullard, and if thou be ſo deficous of ſleeping,ger 
thee home to thine owne lodging, becauſe thou art not allowed ro fleep 
heere, Ruggiero being thus rudely punched, fell from off the Coffer flat 
onthe ground, appearing no other inall reſpe&s, then as if hee ware 2 
dead body. Whereat the Maide being fearfully amazed:, plucking 1" 
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by the noſe and yong beard, and what elſe ſhe could deuiſe ro do, yer all 
her labour prouing ſtill in vaine: ſhe was almoſt beſide her wits.ſtamping 
and raving all about the roome, as if ſence and reaſon had forſaken her; 
ſo violent was her extreame diſtraction. 

Vpon thehearing of thisnoiſe , her Miſtris came lodainely into the 
Chamber, where being affrighted at ſo ſtrange an accident , and ſuſpec- 
ting that Ruggiero was dead indeed : ſhepinched him ſtrongly, and burnt 
his fingers with a candle, yet all was as fruitleſle as before . Then luting 
downe, ſhe began to confider aduifedly with her felfe,how much her ho- 
nour and repuration would be endangered heereby, both with her Huſ- 
band, and in vulgar opinion when this ſhould cometo publique notice . 
For (quorh ſhe to her Maide) it js not thy fond loue to this vnaruly fellow 
that can ſway the cenſure of the monſter multitude, in belecuing his ac- 
ceſſe hither onely to thee : but my good name, and honeſt repure, as yer 
vatoucht with the very leaſt taxation, will be rackt on the renter of inta- 
mous judgement, and (though neuer ſo cleare) branded with general] 
condemnation. Itis wiſedome therefore,that we ſhould make no noiſe 
but (in ſilence) con(1der with our {clues , how to cleare the houſe vf this 
dead body, by ſome ſuch helpfull and witty deuice, as when it ſhall bee 
found in the morning, his being heere may paſſe without ſuſpition, and 
the worlds raſh opinion no way touch vs. | 

Weeping and lamenting is now laid aſide, and all hope in them of his 
lives reſtoring : onely to rid his body out ofthe boufe; that now requires 
their care and cunning, whereupon the Maide thus beganne., Miſtreſſe 
(quoth ſhe) this evening, although it was very late, at our next Neigh- 
bours doore (who you know is a Loyner by his trade) I ſaw a great Cheſt 
ſtand; and, as it ſeemerh, for a publike ſale, becauſe rwo'or three nighres 
together, it hath not bene thence remooucd : and'it rhe owner haue not 
lockr it, all inuentionelſe cannot furniſh vs with the like help. For there- 
in will we lay his body, whereon I will beſtow two or three wounds with 
my Knife, and leauing him ſo, our houſe can be no more ſuſpe&ed con- 
ccrning his being heere, then any other in the ſtreete beſide ; Fay rather 
farre leſſe, in regard of your husbands credit and authoriry . Moreover, 
hcereofT am certaine, that he being of ſuch bad and diſordered qualities : 
it will the morc hkely be imagined, that he was {laine by fome ot his own 
looſe companions, being with them about ſome piltering buſines,and af- 
terward hid his body inthe chef, it ſtanding ſo fitly tor the purpole, and 
darke night alſo fauouring the deed. ; 

The Maids counſell paſt vnder the ſeale ofallowance,only her Miſtris 
thought it not conuenient, that (having afte&ed him ſo deerely) thee 
ſhould mangle his body with any wounds; bur rather to lerit be gathered 
by more likely-hood, thar villaines had ſtrangled him,and then conueied 
his body into the Cheſt. Away ſhe ſendsthe Maide, toſce whether the 
Cheſt ſtood there (hill, or no ; as indeede itdid, and vnlodt, wherof they 
were not alltle ioyfull. By the helpe ofher Miſtreſſe,,the Maide rooke 
Ruggiero vpon her ſhoulders, andbringinghim ro the doore, with dilli- 
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diligent reſpeR that no one could diſcouer them in the Cheſt they laide 
him, andſo therelefthim, cloſing downe the lidde according as they 


found it. 

In the ſame ſtreet, and not farre from the _— dwelt two yong men 
who were Lombards, living vppen the intereſt of their moneyes, coue- 
ting to get much, and ſpend little. They os Daemyry wherethe che 
ſtood, and wanting a neceſſary mooueable to houſhold, yer loath ro lay 
out mony for buying it : complotted together this very nightto ſteale ir 
thence,and carry it hometo their houſe, as accordingly they did; finding 
it ſomewhat heauy, and therefore imagining, that matter of woorth was 
contained thertin. [n the chamber where their wives lay, they left it; and 
ſo without any further ſearch till the next morning, they laid them down 
ro relt likewiſe. 

Ruggtero,who had now ſlept a long while,the drinke being digeſted, 8: 
the vertue thereof tully conſuramared; began to awake before day. And 
although his naturall ſleep was broken, and his ſences had recouerd their 
former power, yet notwithſtanding, there remained ſuch an aſtonith- 
ment im his braine, as not onely did affli&t him all the day following, but 
alſo diuers cayes and nights atrerward. Hauing his cics wide open, & yer 
not diſcerning any thing, he ſtrerched forth his armes euery where about 
him,and finding himſelfe robe encloſed inthecheſt,he grew more broad 
awake,and ſaid roHimſelfe. What is this ? Where am 12 Do I wake or 
{leepe? Full well I remember,that not long fance I was in my ſweer-hearts 
Chamber,and now(me thinkes) I am mewed vp in a cheſt. VWhat ſhold 
[ thinke heereof? ;Is maſter Doctor returned home, or hathſome other 
inconucnicnce hapned, whereby finding me aſleepe,ſhe was enforced to 
hide me thus? Surely itis ſo, and otherwiſe it cannot bee : wherefore, ic 
is beſt for meero lye ſill , and liſten when I can heare any talking inthe 
Chamber. 

Continuing thus a longer while then otherwiſe hee would haue done, 
becaule his lying in the bare Cheſt was ſomwhart vneaſic and painfull to 
him; turning diuers times onthe one fide, and then as often again onthe 
other,coucting ſtill for caſc,yer could not find any: ar length, he thruſt his 
backe ſo ſtrongly againſtthe Cheſts ſide, rhat (ir ſtanding on an vn-cuen 
ground) it began to totter, and after fell downe. In which fall, it made ſo 
loud anoiſe, as the women (lying in the beds ſtanding by) awaked, and 
were ſo oucrcome with feare, that they had not the power to ſpeake one 
word. Ruggiero alſo being affrighted withthe Cheſts fall, and perceiving 
how by that meanes it was become open: he thought it better, leaſt ſome 
other {iniſter fortune ſhould befall him, ro be at open liberty,then inclo- 
ſed vp ſo ftriftly, And decauſe he knew not where he was, as alſo ay 


to meet with his Miſtrefſe; hewent all abour groping in the dark,to finde 


cither ſome ſtaires or doore, whereby to get forth. 
When the Women (being then awake) heard his trampling, as al- 


fo hisiuſtling againſt cthedoores and Windowes z they demaunded, 


Who was there ? Ruggiero, not knowing thgir voyces, made _ no 
anlwert; 


we, 
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anſwer, wherefore they called to their husbands, who lay veric ſoundly 
lleeping by them, by reaſon of their folate walking abroad,and theretore 
heard not this noiſe in the houſe. This made the Women much moreti- 
morous, and therefore riſing out of their beddes, they opened the Caſe- 
ments towards the ſtreete, crying out aloude, Theeues, Thecues. The 
neighbours aroſe vpon this outcry, running vp and downe from place to 
place, ſome engirting the houſe, and others entering into it : by means of 
which troubleſome noiſe, the two Lombards awake, and ſcizing there 
vppon poore Ruggiero, (who was well-necre aftrighted our of his wittes, 
at ſo ſtrange an accident, and his owne ignorance, how he happencd thi- 
ther, and how to eſcape from them) he ſtood gazing on them without a- 
ny an{wcr. 

By this time, the Sergeants and other Officers of the City, ordinatily 
attending onthe Magiſtrate, becing raiſed by the tumulr ot this vproarc, 
were come into the houſe, and had poore Ruggiero committed vnto their 
charge : who bringing him before the Gouernor, was forthwith called in 
queſtion, and known to be ofa moſt wicked lite, a ſhame to al his friends 
and kindred. He could (ay little for himſelte, neuer denying his taking in 
the houſe,and therefore deſiring to finiſh all his fortunes cogerher,deſpe- 
rately confeſſed, that he came with a fellonjous intent to rob them, and 
the Gouernor gaue him ſentence to be hanged. 

Soone were the newes ſpread throughout Salerye; that Ruggiero was 
apprehended, about robbing the houſe of the two vſuring Lombardes : 
which when Miſtreſſe Door and her Chamber-maide heard, they were 
confounded with moſt ſtraunge admiration, and ſcarſcly credited what 
they themſclues had done the night before, but rather imagined all mat- 
ters paſt, ro be no more then mcerely a dreame , concerning Rug greroes 
dying inthe houſe, and their putting him into the Cheſt, ſo that by no 
likely or poſsible meanes, hee could bee the man inthis perillous extrea- 
mitie. 

In a ſhort while after, Maſter Doctor Mazzrowas returned from Mal- 
}1, to procceede in his cure of the poore mans legge ; and calling for his 
elafſe of Vater, which he left ſtanding in his owne Chamber window, 
it was found quite empty, and not a drop in it : whereat hee raged fo ex- 
trearnly, as neuer had thelike impatience beene noted in him. His wife, 
and her Maide, who had anotherkinde of buſineſſe in their braine, abour 
a dead man ſo ſtrangely cometo lite againe, knewe not well what to ſay ; 
bur atthe laſt, his Wife chus replyed ſomewhat angerly. Sir (quoth ſhe) 
what a coyle is heere about a paltry glaſſe of Water,which perhaps hath 
bene ſpilt, yet neyther of vs faulty therein? Is there no more ſuch water to 
be had in the world ? Alas deere Wife (ſaide hee) you might repute it ro 
be a common kinde of Water, but indeede it wasnot ſo ; for I did pur - 
polely compound it, onely to procurea dead-ſceming fleepe: And fo 
=" the whole marter ar large, ofthe Pacients legpe, and his Watcrs 
olle. 
When ſhehad heard theſe words of her kusband, preſently ſhe con- 
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ccined, that the water was drunke off by Ruggiero, which had ſo fleepily 
entranced his ſences, as they verily thought him to bee dead, wherefore 
ſhe ſaide. Belecue me Sir, you neuer acquainted vs with anyl ſuch mat. 
ter, which would haue procured more carefullreſpe& of ir : but ſeei 
it is gon, your skill extendeth to make more, fornowthere is no other 
remedy, Vhile thus Maſter Do@or and his Wife were conferring to- 
gether, the Maide went ſpeedily into the Citie, to vnderſtand truly,whi. 
ther the condemned man was Ruggiero, and what would now; become of 
him. Becing returned home againe, and alone with her Miſtreſſe in the 
Chamber, thus ſhe ſpake. Now truſtme Miſtrefle, not one inthe Citie 
ſpeaketh well of Rug2iero, who is the man condemned to dye ; and, for 
ought I can percciue, he hath neither Kinſman nor Friend that wil doe a- 
ny thing for him; but ke 1s left with the Prouoſt,and muſt be executcd to 
morrow mornjag. Morcouer Miſtreſſe, by ſuch inſtruRions as Ihaue 
recciued, | can well-necre informe you,by what meanes hee came to the 
two Lombards houſe,it all be true that I hauc heard. 

You know the loyner before whoſe doore the Cheſt ſtoode, wherein 
we did PUt Rungero : there 15 now a contention betweene him and ano- 
ther man, to whom (it ſcemeth) the Cheſt doth belong ; in regard wher- 
of, they are readic to quarrell extremly each with other. For the one ow- 
ing the Cheſt, and truſting the Ioynerroſell it for him, would haue him 
to pay him for the Cheſt. The Ioyner denierh any ſale thereof, auouch- 
ing, that the laſt nightit wasſtolne from his doore . Which the other 
man contrarying, maintaineth that he ſolde the Cheſt to the two Lom- 
bard vſurers, as himſelf is able to affirme, becauſe he found it in the houle, 
when he (bcing preſent at the apprehenſion of Kggiero) ſawe itthere in 
the ſame houſe. Hecreupon, the Toyner gaue him thelye, becauſe he ne- 
uerſold it to any man ; but if it were there, they had robd hirn of it, as hee 
would make it manifeſt to their faces. Then falling into calmer ſpeeches 
they went together to the Lombardes houſe, cuen as I rerurned home. 
Wherefore Miſtreſlc, as you may ecalily perceiue Ruggiero was(queſtion- 
lefle) carried thither in the cheſt, and ſo there found ; but how he reuiucd 
againe, I cannot comprehend. 

The Miſtrefle vnderſtanding now apparantly}, the full efteR of the 
whole buſineſle, and in what manner it had bcne carried, reuealedto the 
maide her husbands ſpeeches, concerning the glaſle of {leepic Vater, 
which was the onely cngine of all this trouble,clearly acquitting Ruggzero 
of the robbery, howſocuer (in deſperate fury, and to make an cnd of a 
lite ſo conremprible) he had wrongfully accuſed himſelfe, And notwith- 
ſtanding thishis hard fortune, which hath made him much more infa- 
mous then before, inall the diſſolute behaujour of his life ; yet it coulde 
not quaile her affeion towards him ; but being loath he ſhould dye for 
lome other mans offence, and hoping his future reformation; ſhefell on 
her knees before her miſtreſſe, and (drowned in her teares) moſi carneſt- 
y cntreated her, to aduiſe her with ſome ſuch happy courſe, as might bee 
the lafery ofpoore Rvggicroes life, Miſtreſſe DoRor, affeRing _— 

Carly, 


(Gouerned by Philoſtratus. 
dearely, and plainly perceiuing, that no diſaſtrous fortune wharſocuer, 
could alter her loueto condemned AKuzeiers; hoping the beftheercatter, 
as the Maide her ſelfe did, and willing to ſauc lite rather then ſuffer it to 
be loſt without iuſt cauſe, ſhe direQed her in ſuch diſcreer maner, as you 
will better conceyue by theſucceſle. 

According as ſhe was iaſtruged by hir Miftris, ſheefellatthe feete of 
Maſter Door, deſiring him to pardon a grear error, whereby ſhec had 
o1:er-much offended him. As how? (aid Maſter Door . In this manner 
(quoth the Maid) and thus proceeded. You are not ignorant Sir, what a 
levd liner &wggrero de Teroiy 18,and notwithſtanding all his imperfetions, 
how dearely Llouc him, as hee proteſteth the like to me, and thus hath 
ovr loue continued a yeare, and more. You beeing gone to Aalfy, and 
your abſe@F granting me apt opportunity, for conference with io kinde 
4 friend”; I made the bolder, and gaue him entrance into your houſe, yea 
euen into mit? owne Chamber, yet tree from any abuſe, neyther did hee 
{bad though he be) offer any. Thirſty he was before his coming thether, 
either by ſalt mears,or diftempered dicr, and I being vnable to fetch him 
wine or water, by reaſon my Miſtreſle fate in the Hall, ſeriouſlic ralking 
with her Siſters; remembred, thar I ſaw a viall of Water ſtanding in your 
Chamber Windowe, which hee drinking quite off, Iſetir cmpric inthe 
place againe, Thauc heard your diſcontentment for the {aid Warer,and 
confefle my fault to you therein : but who lineth ſo iuſtly, withont offen- 
ding at one time or other? And] am heartily ſory for my itranſgreſſion 
yet not ſo much forthe water,as the hard fortune thathath followd ther- 
on:;becauſe thereby Ruggtero is in danger to Joſc his life,and all wy hopes 
are vtterly loſt, Let me entreat you therefore (gentle Maſter) firſt to par- 
don me,and then to grant me permiſhon,to ſuccour my poore condem- 
ned friend,by all the beſt meanes I can deuiſe. 

When the DoQor had heard all ker diſcourſe, angry though he were, 
yetthus he anſwered with a ſmile. Much betrer had it bin, it thy follics 
puniſhment had falne on thy ſelfe, that ir might haue paide thee with de- 
ſcrued repentance, vpon thy Miſtrefles finding thee fleeping.But go and 
pct his deliveranceit thou canſt, with this caution, that if cuer heereafter 
he be ſeene in my houſe, the peril chereof thall light on thy ſclfe . Recey- 
ving this anſwer , for her firſt entrance into the attempt, and as her Mi- 
ſtris had aduiſed her, in all haſt ſhee went ro the priſon, where ſhee pre- 
uailed ſo well with the Iaylor , that hee granted her priuate conference 
with *«29tero.She having inſtrufted him what he ſhould ſay to the Pro- 
voſt, ifhe had any purpoſerto eſcape with life; weatthither beforehim to 
the Prouoſt, who admitting her into his preſence, and knowing that ſhee 
was Maſter Doors maid, a man eſpecially reſpected of all the Cirie, he 
wasthe more willing to heare her meſſage, he imagining that ſhee was 
ſent by her Maſter. 2 

Sir (quoth ſhee) you haue apprehended Ruggiero de /eroly, as a theeke, 
and iudgement of death 1s (as I heare) pronounced againſt him: buthee 
1s wrongfully accuſed,and is clearly innocent of ſuch a heinous detection; 
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So entering into the Hiſtory, ſhe declared cuery circumſtance, fromthe 
originall to the end : relating truly, that beingher Lover, ſhee broughr 
him into her Maſters houſe, wherche dranke the compounded ſleepy wa- 
ecr, and reputed for dead, ſhe laide him in the Cheſt. Afterward, ſhe re- 
hearſed the ſpeeches betweenethe Ioyner, and him thar laide claime to 
the Cheſt, giuing him to vnderſtand thereby, how Ruggiero was taken in 
the Lombards houſe. | 
The Prouoft preſently gathering, that the truth in this caſe was caſy tg 
be knowne ; ſent firſt for Maſter Do@or Mazzeo, to know, whether hee 
compounded any ſuch water, or no : which he affirmed to bee rrue, and 
vpon what occaſion he prepared ir. Then the Ioyner, the owner of the 
Cheſt, and the two Lombards, being ſeuergly queſtioned withall : jr ap- 
peared cuidently, that the Lombards did ſteale the cheſt iv Qy night (ca-, 
{on, and carricd it home to their owne houſe. Inthe end , Ruggierobcing 
brought fromthe priſon, and demanded, where hee was lodged the nighc 
before, made anſwer, that he knew not where. Only he wellremembred, 
that bearing affeCtion to the Chamber-maide of Maſter DoQtor Mazzes 
della Montazna, ſhe brought him into a Chamber, where a violl of water 
ſtoode in the Window, and he being extreamly thirſty, dranke it off all. 
But what became of him afterward (till being awake, hee found himſcte 
encloſed in a Cheſt, and in the houſe ofthe two Lombards)he could not 
ſay anything. 

VVhen the Prouoſt had heard all their anſwers, which he cauſed them 
co repeate ouer divers times, in regard they were very pleaſing to him: he 
cleared Ruggiero from the crime impoſed on him, and condemned the 
Lombards inthree hundred Ducares, to bee given to Ruggreroin way of 
an amends, and ro enable his marriage with the Do&ors Mayde, whoſc 
conſtancic was much commended, and wrought ſuch a miracle on peui- 
rent &82gero; that, after his marriage, which was graced with great and 
honourable pompe, he regained the intimate loue of all his kindred, and 
Jiued in moſt Noble condition, cuen as it he had neuer beene the diforde- 
red man. 

If the former Nouels had made all the Ladies ſad and fighe, this laſt 
of D:oncus as much delighted them, as reſtoring them to their former io- 
cond humor, and baniſhing Tragicall diſcourſe for ever. The King per- 
ceyuing that the Sun was neereſerting, and his gouerament as neere en- 
ding, with many kinde and courteous ſpeeches, cxcuſed himſelte to the 
Ladies, for being the moriue of ſuch an argument, as expreſſed the inte- 
licity of poore Louers. And having finiſhed his excuſe, vp he aroſe, ta- 
king the Crowne of Lawrell from off his owne head che Ladies awaiting 
on whoſe head he pleaſed next to fer it, which proued to be the gracious 
Lady Fiammetta, andthus hee ſpake . Heere I place this Crowne on her 
head, thac knoweth better then any other, how to comfort this _ al- 
[cmbly ro morrow, for the ſorow which they haue this day endured. 

Madame Fiammeits, whoſe lockes ofhaire were curled, long, and like 


golden wiers, banging ſomwhardowne ouer her white & delicate _ 
as 


APO 


Philos{ratus, | intend not to varic from thoſe courſes heeretofore ob- 
ſcrued by my predeceſſors, but cuen as they haue already done,lo it is my 
authority, to command a Song. And becauſe I am well aflured, that you 
are not vofurniſhed of Songs anſwerable to the quality of the paſſed No- 
uels: my deſire is, in regard we would notbe troybled heereafter , with 
any more iſcourſes of vnfortunate Love, that.you ſhall ſing a Song a- 
grceing with your owne diſpoſition. Philo;tratus made anſwer, that he 
was readic to accompliſh her command,and without all further ceremo- 
ny, thus he began. | _ 25% 


The Son p. 


Chorus. My teares do plainly proue, 
How iuſtly that poare heart bath cauſe to greeue, 
which (onder truit) findes Treaſonin his Lone. 


WV 7 firſt I ſaw her, that now makesme figb, 
Diſtruſt did newer enter in my thoughts. 
So many wvertues clearly ſhin'd mher, i 
That I eſteem'd alltnartyrdome was bobt © \\ 
Which Loxe could lay on me, Nor did Toreent, 
Although | fount yuy liberty wat loſt. ' '' 
But now mine err#f'l doplain/yſees: 
Not without ſorrow,thus betray'd tobee, \ \ 
w My tearey wy XC WS bh 3* os he Od As Vs | 
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For, being left by baſeſt treachery 

Of her in whom 1 moſt repoſed tru# : 

1 then could ſee apparant flatterie 

In all the faire#t ſhewes that ſhe did make. 
But when I ſtroue to get forth of the ſnare, 
1 found my ſelfe the $ ok plunged tn. 
For I beheld another in my place, 

And 1 caſt off, with manifeſt diſgrace. 


My teares ds, (7c. 


Then felt my heart ſuch hels of heawy woes, 
Not witerable. I cur # the day and houre 
When firſt I [aw her loutly countenagce, 
Epricht with beautie, farre beyond all other, 
which ſet my ſoule on fire, enflamde each part, 
HAaking 4 mariyrdome of my poore bart. 

| My faith and hope being baſely thus betrayde,, 
1 durſt not mooue, to ſpeake I was affrayae. 

My teares do,gyc. 


Thou canit (thou powerfull God of Loue) perceine, 
Ay ceaſſeleſſe ſorew, voide of any comfort, 
I make my moane to thee, and do not fable, 
Deſiring, that to end my miſery, | 
Death may came ſpeedily, and with his Dart 
With one fierce ſtroke, quite paſsing through my hart : 
T9 cut off future fell contending ſtrife, 
An happy end be made of Loue and Life. 
My teares doc. 


No other meanes of comfort doth remaine, 

To eaſe me of ſuch ſharpe afflictions, 

But only death. Grant then that I may die, 

To finiſh greefe and hfe in one bleſt houre. 

For, being bereft of any future ioyes, 

Come, take me quickly from ſo falſe a friend. 

Tet in my death , let thy great power approue, 

That 1 died true,and conſtant in my Lone. 
Ay teares,oyc. 


Happy ſhall [ account this fighing Song, 

If ſome (beſide my ſelfe) doe learne to fingit, 
Azd [0 configer of my miſeries, 

A's may incite them to lament my Wrengs. 
= OI by my wretched fate. 
Leaſt(like my ſel ) chew n{elucs do figh to0 lates 
Learpe Tat arne, what ts Wy | 


And be betrayed where yaw repoſe bf eryſf. Finis 
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The words contained in this Song, did manifeſtly declare, whart tor- 
ruring aMiCtions poore Philoftrarue felt, and more (perhaps) had beene 
perceiued by the lookes of the Lady whom he ſpake of, being then pre- 
ſent in the dance ; if the ſodaine enſuing darkneſſe had not hid the crim- 
ſon bluſh, which mounted vp into her To Bur the Song being ended,& 
divers other beſide, laſting till the houre of reſt drew on; by command of 


the Queene, they all repaired ro their Chambers. 
The End of the Fourth Day. 
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IV bereon, all the Diſcourſes do paſſe vnder the. Go- 
uernement of the moit Noble Lady Fiammetta : ( oncerning 


ſach perſons, as haue bene ſucceſſefull in their Lone, after many hard and 
perillous misfortunes. 


The Induction, 


VERO W beganthe Sunne todart foorth his golden 
by beames, when Madam Fiammerta (incited by the 
'Y. { 


Pl iweete ſinging Birdes, which ſince the breake of 


day,fat merrily chanting on the trees) aroſe from 
her bed: as all the other Ladies likewite did , and 
the three young Gentlemen deſcending downe 
into the fields,where they walked in a gentle pace 
onthe greene graſle , vntill the Sunne were riſen 
alittle higher. On many pleaſant matters they 
conferred together, as they walked in ſeuerall companies,til at the length 
tneQueene, finding the heate to enlarge it ſelfe ſtrongly, returned backe 
tothe Caſtle ; where when they were all arriued, ſhee commanded, that 
atter this mornings walking, their ſtomackes ſhould bee refreſhed with 
whollome Wines, as alſo divers ſorts of banquerting ſtuffe. Afterward, 
they all repaired into the Garden, not departing thence , vntill the houre 
of dinner was come : at which time, the Maſter ofthe houſhold , having 
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prepared euery thing in decent readineſle, after afolemn ſong was ſung, 


by order from the Queene,they were ſeated ar the Table. 

When they had dined, to their owne liking and contentment, they be- 
gan (in continuation of their former order)to exerciſe divers dances,and 
afterward voyces to their inſtruments, with many pretty Madrigals and 
Roundelayes. Vppon the finiſhing of theſe delights , the: Queene gane 
them icauerotakerheir reſt, when ſuch as were ſo minded, went to ' way 
others ſolaced themſclues in the Garden, But after midday was ouerpaſt, 
they mer (according to their wonted manner) and as the Queene had 
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commanded, at the faire Fountaine ; where ſhe being placed in her ſcare 
royall, and caſting her eye vpon Pamphilus, ſhee bad him begin the dayes 
diſcourſes, of happy ſucceſle in loue, after diſaſtrous and troublcſom ac- 
cidents; who ycelding thereto with humble reuerence,thusbegan. 
Many Nouels (gracious Ladies) do offer themaſelues to my memor : 
wherewith to beginne fo pleaſant a day, as itis her Highneſle deſire thar 
this ſhould be, among which plenty, I cſteeme one aboue all thereſt:be. 
cauſe you may comprehend thereby, not onely the fortunate concluſie 
on, wherewith we intend to begin our day; but alſo, how mighty the for- 
ces of Louc are, deſcruing to bee both admired and reuerenced, - Albeir 
there are many,who ſcarlely knowing what they ſay, do condenme them 
with infinite grofle imputations: which TI purpoſeto diſproue,8& (I hope) 
to your no little pleaſtng., 


Chynon, by fallin» in loue, became wiſe, and by force of Armes, winning his 
faire 1,44) Iphigenia 9n the S245,was afterward impriſoned at Rhodes, Be- 
tn, delinered by one named Lylimachus, with him he reconered his Iphige- 
nia 47arr, and faire Caſſandra, euex in the made of their mariage.They 
fled with them into Canaye, where after they had married them , they were 
called home to ther owne awellin?. 

The firſt Nouell. 


[rerelnts 1pproucd, that Loue (oftentimes) maketh a man beth wiſe and v4 
lant, | 
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A Ccording to the ancient Annales of the Cypriots, there ſometime li- 
ucdin Cyprus, a Noble Gentleman, who wascommonl y called 4r6- 


[Fippres, and exceeded all other of the Countrey inthe goods of Fortune. 
Diuers 


— - —_— 


Diuers children he had, but (amongſt the reſt) a Sonne,in whoſe birth he 
was more infortunate then any ofthe reſi;and continually greeued,in rc- 
gard, that hauing all the compleate perteQions of beauty , good forme, 
and manly parts, ſurpaſlog all other youths of his age or ſtature, yet hee 
wanted the reall ornament of the foule, reaſon and judgement; being(in- 
decd a mecre Ldeot or Foole, and no better hope to be expected of him. 
His true name, according as he reccyued it by Baptiſme,was Gale/w:,but 
becauſe neyther by the laborious paines of his Tucors , indulgence, and 
faire endeuour of his parents, or ingenuity of auy other , he couls bee 
brought ro ciullity of life, vnderſianding of Letters, or common cariage 
of a reaſonable creature: by his groſſe and deformed kinde of ſpeech,his 
qualities allo {auouring rather of brutiſh brecding, then any way deriucd 
from manly education ; as an epithite of ſcorne and derifion, generally, 
they gaue him the name of Chyzon, which in their natiuc Countrey lan- 
guage, and diuers other bekde,(:gnifieth a very Sot or Foole, and fo was 
he termed by eucry one. 

This loſt kinde of life in him, was no meane burthen of greefe vnto his 
Noble Father,and all hope being already ſpent,of any future happy reco- 
uery, he gaue command (becauſe he would not alwaycs haue ſuch a ſor- 
row in his ſight) that he ſhould liue at a Farme of his owne in a Country 
Village, among his Peazants and Plough-Swaines. Which was not any 
way diftaſtetull ro Chynon, but well agreed with his owne naturall difpoſi- 
tion ; for their rurall qualities, and grofle behautour pleaſed him beyond 
the Cities civility. Chynon living thus at his Fathers Countrey Village , 
exerciſing nothing elſe but rurall demeanovr, ſuch as then delighted him 
aboue all other : it chanced vpon a day about the houre of noone, as hee 
was walking ouer the fields, with along Staffe on his necke , which com- 
monly he v{ed to carry; he entred into a ſmall thicket, reputed the good- 
licſk in all thoſe quarters,and by reaſon it was then the month of May ,the 
Trees had their leaues faircly ſhot forth. 

When he had walked thorow the thicket, it came ro paſlc, that (euen 
as if good Fortune guided him) he came into a faire Meadow, on cucric 
{ide engirt with Trees, and in one corner thereof ftoode a goodly Foun- 
taine, whoſe current was both coole and cleare. Harde by ir, vppon the 
greene graſle, he eſpied a very beautifull yong Damolell, ſeeming to bee 
faſt aſleepe, attired in ſuch fine looſe garments, as hiddeveric little ofher 
white body: onely from the girdle downward, ſhee ware a kirtle made 
cloſe vnto her, of interwouen delicate {ilke, and at her feere lay two other 
Damoſels ſleeping, anda ſeruant in the ſame manner. No ſooner hadde 
Chynon fixed his cie vpon her, but he ſtood leaning vppon his ſkaffe , and 
viewed her very aduiſedly, without Peng a word, and in no mcan ad- 
mication, as if he had neyer ſcene the torme of a woman before. He began 
then to feele in his barſh rurall vnderſtanding (whercinto ncuer till now, 
either by painfull inſtruQion, or all other good meanes vſed to him, any 
honeſtciuiliry had power of impreſſion) a ſtrange kinde of humour to a- 
wake, which informed his grofle _- pd ſpirite, that this Damoſell Ht 
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_ the very faireſt, which cucr any living man beheld. 
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Then he began to diſtinguiſh her parts, commending the trefſes of hir 

hairc, which heimagined ro be of gold ; her forchead, noſe, mouth,neck, 
armes, but (aboue all) her breſts, appearing (as yer) but onely to ſhewe 
theſelues, likerwo little mountainets. So that, of a hielden clowniſh lour, 
he would nceds now become a judge of beauty, coueting earneſtly in his 
ſoule, to ſee her eyes, which were veiled oner with ſound {leepe,that kept 
them faſt encloſed together, and onely to looks on them, hee wiſhed a 
thouſand times, that ſhe would awake. For, in his iudgement, ſhe exce]- 
led all the women thar cuer he had ſeene, and donbted, whether ſhe were 
ſome Goddeſle or no ; ſo ſtrangely was he meramorphoſed from folly,to 
a ſenſible apprehenſion, more then common. And ſo far did this ſodaine 
Lnowledge in him extend; that he could conceive of diuine and celeſtiall 
things, and that they were more to be admired &reuerenced,then thoſe 
of humane or terrene eon(ideration ; wherefore the more gladly he con- 
ecnted himlelte, to tarry til the awak:d of her owne accord. And althogh 
the time of ſtay ſeemed tedious to him, yet notwithſtanding, he was ouer- 
come with ſuch extraordinary contentment, as hee had no power to de- 
part thence, bur ſtood as ifhehad bin glued faſt rothe ground. 

Aiter ſome indifferent reſpite of time, it chanced that the young Da- 
moſel (who was nained Iphroenta) awaked before any of the other with 
her, and lifting vp her head, with her eyes wide open, ſhee ſaw Chynon 
ſtanding beforc her, leaning ſh] on his ſtafke 3 whereat meruailing not a 
little, (he 1.11de vnto him : Chynon, whither wandereſt thou, or what dof 
rhou ſceke tor in this wood? Chynon, who not onely by his countenance, 
bur likewiſe his tolly, Nobility of birth, and weakhy pofleſhons of his fa- 
ther, was generaly knowne throughout the Countrey, made no anſwere 
atallro the demand of /phigenra: but ſoſoone as he behe1d her cies open, 
he began to obferue them with a conſtant regard, as being perſwaded mn 
his ſoule,that from ther flowed ſuch an vnvreerable ſingularity,as he had 
neuer felt til then. Which the yong Gentlewoman wellnoting, ſhe be- 
gan to wax feartull, leaſt theſe ſtedfaſt lookes of his, ſhould incite his ru- 
{iicity to ſome attempt, which might. redound to her diſhonour : where- 
fore awaking her women and ſeruanr, and they all being riſen, ſhe ſaide. 
Farewell Chynon, 1 leaue thee to rhine owne good Fortune; whereto hee 
preſently replyed, ſaying : I will go with you. Now, although the Gen- 
tlewoman refuſed his company, as dreading ſome ate of inciuiliry from 
him : yet could ſhenot deuiſe any way to be rid ofhim,til he had bfoughe 
hero herowne dwelling, where taking leaue mannerly ofher,hee went 
direftly hometo his Fathcrs houſe, ſaying; Nothing ſhould compel him 
toliuc any longerin the muddy Countrey . And albeit his Father was 
much oftended heerear, and all the reſt of his kindred and frends:(yer not 
knowing how to helpe it) they ſuffered him ro continue rhere ſtill, expe- 
Qing the cauſe of thishis ſo ſodaine alteration , from the courſe of life, 
which conrented'him fo highly before. 

Chynon being now woundedto the heart (where never any ciuil now 
ONs 
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Qion could before get entrance) with loves piercing dart, by the bright 
beauty of /phigenia, mooued much admiration (falling trom one change 
to another) in his Father, Kindred, and all elſe tharknewhim . For fri}, 
he requeſted of his Father, that he might be habire4 and retpeRed like ro 
his other Brethren, whereto right gladly he condiſcended, And trequen- 
ting the company of ciuill youths, obſerving allo the cariage of Gentle- 
men, eſpecially ſuch as were amoroufly enclined: he grew to a beginning 
in ſhort time (to the wonder of euery one) not onely to vnderſtande the 
firſt inflruction of letters, but aiſo became molt skiltull, even amongeſt 
them that were beſt exerciſed in Philoſoplie. And afterward, loue ro 1- 
phigenia being the ſole occaſion of this happy alteration, not only did his 
harth and clowniſh voyce conuert it fe]f'z more mildely, bur alto hee be- 
came a ſingular Muſitian, & could perfe ly play on any Inſtrument. Be- 
{ide,he rooke delight in the riding and raanaging of great horſes, and fin- 
ding himſelfe of a firong and able body, he exerciſed all kinds of Milira- 
ry Diſciplines, as wel by (ca, as on the land. And,ty be breefe, becuuſe ] 
would not ſceme tedious in the repetition of al his vertues, ſcar{ly had he 
41tained rothe fourth yeare, after he was thus falne in loue, but hee be- 
came generally knowne, to bee the moſt ciuil, wiſe, and worthy Gentle- 
man, aſ«elli for all vertues enriching the minde, as any whatſocuer to 
beaurifie the body, that very haraly he could be equalled throughour the 
whole kingdome of Cyprus. 

What (hall we lay then (vertuons Ladies) concerning this Chynon ? 
Surely nothing elſe, buc that thoſe high and divine vertues, infuſed into 
his gentle ſoule, were by envious Fortune bound and ſhut vppe im ſome 
{:nall angle of his intclleC&, which being [haken and ſet at liberty by loue, 
(as having afarre more potent power then Fortune, in quickning andire- 
viuing the dull drowlie ſpirits; declared his mighty and ſoucraigne An- 
thority, in ſetting free ſo many faire and precious vertues vauſily detay- 
ned,to let the worlds eye behold them truly, by manifeſt reſtimony, frs 
whence he can deliuer thoſe ſpirits ſubieed ro hispower,& guide them 
(afterward) to the higheft degrees of honor. And alrhough Chynon by af- 
teting 1phigenta, failed in ſome particular things ; yer notwithſtanding, 


z vO 
his Father Ar:/tippes ducly conſidering, that lovehad made him a man, 


waereas (before) he was no better then a beaſt : not only endured all pa- 
tiently, but alſo aduiſed him therein , to rake ſuch courſes as beſt liked 
himſclfe. Neuerthcleſſe,Chynon (who retuſed to be called Gale/zs,which 
was his naturall name indeede) remewbring that Tphizema tearmed him 
Chynon, and coueting(vnder that title)to accomplith the iſſue of his ho- 
neſt amarous defire : made many motions to Cipher the Father of Jphi- 
gzenia, that he would be pleaſed to let him entoy her in marriage. But Cz. 
Pew told him, that he had already paſſed his promiſe for her, to a Gen 
tleman of Rhodes, named Paſimondo, which promile he religiouſly inten- 
ccd te performe. 050 rg og 
Thetime being come, which was concluded on for /phigeniaes marri- 
age, inregatd that the affianced husband bad ſent for her : Chynon thus 
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communecd with his owne thoughts. Now is the time (quoth he ) to ler 
my divine Miſtreſſe ſee, how truly and honourably I doe affeR her, be. 
cauſe (by her) I am become a man. But if I could bee poſleſled of her, | 
ſhould growe more glorious, thenthe common condition of a mortal! 
man, and hauc her I will, or looſe my life in the acuenture . Becing thus 
reſolued, he preuailed with diuers young Gentlemen his friends, making 
them of his fation, and ſecretly prepareda Shippe , furniſhed with all 
things for a Nauall fight, ſetting ſodainly forth to ſea,and hulling abroad 
in thoſe parts by which the veſſel] ſhould paſle, that muſt conucy Iphige. 
#11to khodes to her husband. After many honors done to them, who wer 
to tranſport her thence vnto Khodes, being imbarked, they let ſaile yppon 
their Box Vid2g10. 

Chynon, who {lept notina bulineſle ſo carneſtly importing him,ſet on 
them {thc day following) wich his Ship, and ſtanding aloft on the decle, 
cried out to ther that had the charge of phigenia, ſaying. Strike your 
layles, or elſe determine to be ſunke inthe Sea. The enemies to Chynoy, 
being nothing danted with his words, prepared to ſtand vpon their ow 
delence ; which made Chynoy, after the former ſpeeches delivered, and 
no anſwer returned, to commaund the grapling Irons to bee caſt forth, 
which tooke ſuch faſt hold on the Rhodians ſhippe, that (whether they 
would or no) both the veſſels toyned cloſe rogether, And hee ſhewing 
himſelfe fierce like a Lyon, not tarrying to be [cconded by any,ſtepped a- 
boord the Rhodians ſhip, as ifhe made no reſpe© at all of them,and ha- 
uing his ſword ready drawne in his hand (incite Dy the vertue of vntaig- 
ned loue) layed about him on all ſides very manfully. Vhich when the 
men of Rhodes perceyucd, caſting downe their weapons, and all of them 
(as it were) with one voice, yeclded themlelues his priſoners: whereupon 
he ſaid, 

Honeſt Fricnds, neither deſire of booty, or hatred to you, did occalt- 
on my departure from Cyprus, thus to aſſaile you with drawge weapons : 
but that which heereto hath moſt mooued me, is a matter highly i1;ppor- 
ting to me, and very eatie for you to graunt, and ſo enioy your preſent 
peacc. I delire to haue faire /higeniatrom you, whom loue aboue all 0- 
ther Ladies liviug, becauſc I could not obtain heriot her Father, to make 

her iny jawtull wife in marriage. Louc is the ground of my inſtant Con- 
queſt, and I muſt vie you as my mortall enemies, if you ſtand vppon any 
further tearmes with me, anddo not deliver her as mince owne : for your 
Paſimondo, muſt not enioy what is my right, firſt by vertue of my loue, & 
on by conqueſt: Deliuer her therefore, and depart hence at your plea- 
Ure. 

The men of Rhodes, being rather conſirained thereto, then of any free 
di{polition in themſclues ; withteares in their cyes, deliuered Phigeriato 
Chynon; wo bcholding her in like manner to weepe, thus ſpakeynto her. 
Noble Lady, do not any way diſcomfort your ſelfe , for I am your C/7- 
70n, who haue more right and tructitle to you, and much better doe de- 
{cruc to cnioy you, by my long contjnucd affeRion to you,then ms 
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docan any way pleade; becauſe you belong to him bur only by promile, 

So, bringing her aboord his owne ſhip, where the Gentlemen his com. 
anjons gave herkinde welcome, without touching any thing elſe belon- 
ing to the Rhodians,he gaue them free liberty to depart. 

Chynon being more ioyfull, by the obtaining of his hearts defire, chen 
any other conqueſt elſe in the world could make him, atter hee had {; pent 
ſome time in comforting /phigenia, who as yer ſate ſadly ſighing ; he con- 
ſulted withhis companions, who 1oyned with him in option \ that their 
ſafeſt courſe was, by no meanes to returne to Cyprus ; ardtherctore all 
(with one conſent) reſolned toſcr ſaile for Candye,where every one made 
account, bur eſpecially Chynon, in regard of ancient and newe combined 
Kindred, as alſo very intimate friends , to finde very worthy entertaine- 
ment. and fo to continue there ſafely with 7phicenia. But Fortune, who 
was ſo fauourable to Chynon, in granting him ſo pleaſing a Conqueſt, to 
ſhew her inconſtancy, asſodainly changed the incſtimable ivy ot our i0- 
cond Louer, into as heauy ſorow and diſaſter, For, foure houres were 
not tully compleated, fince hfs departure from the Rhodians, but darke 
night came vpon them, and he fitting conuerſing with his fayre Miſtris, 
in the ſweeteſt ſolace of his ſoule ; the winds began to blow roughly, the 
Seas (welled angerly, & a tempeſt aroſe impetuouſly, thar no man could 
ſce what his duty was to do, in ſuch a great vnexpeCted diſtreſſe,nor how 
to warrant themſclues from periſhing. 

If this accident were diſplealing to poore Chynon,l thinke the queſtion 
were in vaine demanded : for now itſcemed to him, that the Godds had 
granted his cheete deſire, to the end hee ſhould dye with the greater at» 
ouiſh, in loſing both his loue and life together, His friends likewiſe, telte 
the ſelteſame afflition, but eſpecially jphigenia , who wept and greeued 
beyond all meaſure, to fee the ſhip beaten with ſuch ſtormy billowes, as 
threarned her ſinking euery minute  Impatiently ſhe curſed the lou of 
Cynon, greatly blaming lus deſperate boldnefſe, and maintaining,that ſo 
violent a tempeſt could neuer happen, but onely by the Gods diſpleaſure, 
who would not permit him to haue a wife againſt their will ; and therfore 
thus puniſhed his proud preſumption,not only in his vnauoijdable death, 
but allo that her life muſt periſh for company. 

She continuing in theſe wofull lamentarions, and the Mariners labou- 
ring all in vaine, becauſe the violence of the tempeſt encreaſed more and 
more, {o that euery moment they expected wracking: they were carried 
\ (contrary to their owne knowledge) very neere vnto the lfle of Rhodes, 
which they being no way able to auoid,and vrterly ignorant of the coaſt; 
for ſatety of their lives, they labored to land thete it poſhbly they might. 
Wherein Fortune was ſomewhartfurtherous to them, driving them into 
| aſmall gulfe ofthe Sea, whereinto (bur a little while before) the Rhodi- 
ans, from whom Chynon had taken Þhigenis, were newly entred with their 
ſhip. Nor had they anyknowleige cach of other, till the breake of day 
(which made the heauens to looke moreclearly) gaue them diſcouerie, 


of being wichin a flight ſhoote together. Chynop looking forth, and eſpy- 
| ing 
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ing the ſame ſhip which he had left the day before, hee grew exceeding 
ſorowfull, as fearing that which after followed, and therefore hee willed 
the Mariners, to get away from her by all their beſt endeauour, &ler for. 
rune afterward diſpoſe of them as ſhe pleaſed;for into a worle placerhty 
could not come, nor fall into the like danger. : 

The Mariners employed their very vemoll paines, and all prooued bur 
loſſe of time : for the winde was ſo ſtern, and the waues ſo turbulent, that 
ſtill they drouec them the contrary way : ſo that ſtriving to ger foorth of 
the gultc, whether they wouid or no, they were driven on land, and in- 
ſtantly knowne to the Rhodians,whercot they were not alittle joyful.The 
men of 4hodes being landed, ran preſently to a necre neighbouring Vil- 
lage, where dwelt divers worthy Gentlemen,to whom they reported the 
artiuall of Chynon, what fortune bete]l them at Sea, andthat /phigenia 
might now be recouercd againe, with chaſtiſement to Chynon for his bold 
infulence. They being very ioytull of theſe good newes, tookeſo man 
men as they could of the ſame Village, and ran immediately tothe Sea 
fide, where Chynon being newly Landed and his people ,lntending flighr 
into a neere adioyning Forreſt, for defence of hinſelte and Iphigema,they 
were all taken, led thence to the Village, and afterwards to the chiefe Ci- 
ty of Rhodes, 

No ſooner were they arriued, but Paſimenao, the intended Husband 
for /phizenta (who had already heard che tydings) went, and complayned 
to the Senate, who appointed a Gentleman of Rhodes,named Lyſimachs-, 
and being that yeare ſoucraigne Magiſtrate ouer the R/odtans, to go well 
prouided for the apprehenſion of Chynon andall his company, commit- 
ting them to priſon, which accordingly was done. In this manner, the 
poore vnfortunate Jouer Chyzon, loſt his faire /phigenia, hauing won her 
10 {o ſhort a while before, and ſcarſely requited with fo much asa kiſle. 
Bur as for 1ph12cnia, ſhe was royally welcommed by many Lords and La- 
dies of Rhoades, who fo kindely comforted her, that ſheſoone forgorre all 
her greefe an trouble on the Sea, remaining in company of thoſe La- 
dics and Gentlewomen, vnrill the day deterinined for her mariage. 

Actthe earneſt entreary of diners Rhodian Gentlemen , who were in 
the Ship with Jphigenia, and had their liues courteouſly ſaued by Chynon: 
both he and his friends had their liues hkewiſe ſpared, alchough Paſimon- 
do laboured importunately, to haue them all put to death ; onely they 
were conderaned to perpetuallimpriſonment, which (you muſt thinke) 
was moſt greeuous to them, as being now hopeleſle of any deliverance. 
But in the meane time, while Pafimondo was ordering his nupriall prepa- 
ration, Fortune ſeeming to repent the wrongs ſhee had done to Chynon, 

prepared a new accident, whereby to comfort him in this deep diftreſle, 
and in ſuch manner as I will relate vnto you. 

Paſimondo had a Brother, yonger then he in yeares, bur not a jot infe- 
riour to him in vertuc, whoſe name was Hormi/da,and long time the caſe. 
had bene in queſtion, for his taking to wife a faire yong Gentlewoman of 
Rhodes, called Caſſandra; whom Lyſimachus rhe Gouernour loucd vow 
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dearly, and hindred her marriage with Horw:/da, by ciuers ſtrange ac or 


dents. Now Paſimondo perceiuing, that his owne Nuptials required much 
coſt and ſolemnity, hee thought it very conuenienc, that one day might 
ſcrue for both the Weddinges, which cc would lanch into more lauith 
expences, and therefore concluded, that his brother Hormuſda ſhould 
marry Caſſanara, at the ſamg time as he wedded /phrgenis. Heereuppon, 
he conſulted with the Gemtlewomans parents, who liking the motion as 
well as he, the determination was ſet downe, and one day to cffeQ the 
duties of both. | 

Whenthis came to the hearing of Lyfimachw, it was very greatly dif. 
pleaſingro him, becauſe now he ſaw hirHſelfe viterly depriued of al hope 
co attaine the iſſue of his deſire, if Hormiſda receyued Ca//andrain marri- 
age. Yer being a very wiſe and worthy man, hee diſſembled his diſtaſte, 
and began to conlider on ſome apt meanes, whereby to diſappoint the 
marriage once more, which he found impoſſible ro bee done, except ir 
were by way of rape or ſtealth. And that did not appear to him any dif- 
ficult marter, in regard of his Office and Authority : onely it wold ſceme 
diſhoneſt in him, by giving ſuch an vnfirting example. Neuerthelefle, af- 
ter long deliberation, honor gaue way to loue, and reſolutely he conclu- 
ded to ſteale her away,wharſocuer became of it. 

Nothing wanted now, bur aconucnient company to aſſiſt him, & the 
order how to haue it done. Then he remembred Chynon and his friends, 
whom he detained as his priſoners, and perſwaded himſelf, that he could 
not hauc a more faithfull friend in ſuch a bufines, then Chynon was. Here- 
upon, the night following, he ſent for him into his Chamber, and being 
alone by themſelues, thus he began. Chynos (quoth hee) as the Gods are 
very bountifull, in beſtowing their blefhngs on men, ſadoe they therein 
moſt wiſcly make proofe of their vertues,and fuch as they "ah oe um and 
conſtant, in all occurrences which may happen, them they make worthy 
(as valiant ſpirits) of the very beſt and higheſt merites. Now, they being 
willing to haue more certain experience of thy vertucs;then thoſe which 
heerctofore thou haſt ſhewne, within the bounds and limies of thy fathers 
poſſeſſions, which I know to be ſuperabounding : perhaps do intend to 
preſent thee other occaſions, of more importanr weight.and conlſe- 

uence. 
; For firſt of all (as I hauc heard) by the piercing ſolicitudes of louc, of a 
ſenſeleſſe creature, they made thee to becomea man cndued with reaſon. 
Afterward, by aducrſc fortune, and now againe by weariſome impriſon- 
ment, it ſoemeth that they are deſirous to make trial}, whether thy manly 
couragebe changed,or no,from that which heretofore it was,when,thou 
enioyed(t a matchleſſe beautie,, and loft her againe in fo ſhort awhile. 
VV herefore, ifthy vertue beſuch as it hath bin,the Gods can neuer giue 
thee any blefling more worthy of acceptance, then ſhe who they arenow 
winded to beſtow on thee ;in which reſpeA, to the end tharthow mayſt 
re-aſſume thy wonted heroicke ſpirit, ancbecome more couragious then 
eucr hecretofore, | will acquaint thee withall morear large... - _ $ | 
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ecrprize, and follow me in my fortune, itthg Gods do let them fall into 
our power. 

You may well imagine, that Chynons dilmayed ſoule was not alittle 
chearcd at theſe ſpceches; and therefore, without crauing any long reſpir 
of time for anſwer, thus he replycd, Lord Lyſemachns, 1nfuch a buſines 
as this is, you cannot haue a fafter friend then my ſelt,ar leaſt,if ſuch good 
hap may beride me, as you haue more then halfe promiſed : & therefore 
do no more but cortimand what you would haue to be cftcted by mee, 
and make no doubt of my courage inthe execution 2: whereon Lyſima- 
ch made thisanſwer. Know then Chynon (quoth hee) thar three dayes 
hence; theſe marriages are to bee celebrated in the houſes of Paſimonde 
and Hormiſda, vpan which day, thou, thy friends,and my ſelf(wuh ſome 
others, in whom I repoſe eſpeciall truſt) by the friendly tauour of night, 
will enter into their houſcs, while they arc in the middeſtof theyr Ioviall 
fcaſting; and {feizing.on the twoBrides) beare them thence to a Shippe, 
which I will have lye in ſecret, waiting for our comming, and kil all ſuch 
as ſhall preſume toimpeach vs. This dire&ion gaue great contentment 
to Chyn9p, who remained ſtil in priſon, without reucaling a word to; his 
owne friends,vnril the limited time was come; þ 

Vponthe Wedding day, performed with great and magnificent 'Tri- 
umph, there was not'a corner in the Brethrens houſes, but it ſung ioy in 
the higheſtkey. Lyſemachwe,afterhc had ordered all things as they ought 
ro be, andthe honre for diſpatch approached necre ; he made a diviſion 
in thtce parts, of Chynon, bis followers, and his owne friendes, being all 
well armed vnder their outward habites. Having firſt vied ſome cocou- 
raging tpceches, for morercſolute proſecution of the enterprize, be ſent 
one troope ſecretly to the Port, that they might not be bindred of going 
aboord the ſhip, when the vrgent neceffity ſhould require.it. Paſſing 


with the other two traines of Pafiwonde, he left the one at the as 6 
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their pa 
Rug aſcended the ſtaires vp into the Hall, where he found the Brides 
with ſtore of Ladies and Gentlewomen, all fitting in comely order at 
Supper. Ruſhing in roughly among the attendants, downe they threw 
the Tables, and each of them laying bold of his Miſtris, delivered them 
into the hands of their followers, commanding rhar they ſhould be car- 
ried aboord the ſhip, for auoiding of further inconueniences, 

This hurrie and amazement becing inthe houſe, the Brides weeping, 
the Ladies lamenting, and all the ſeruants confuſedly wondering; Chynoy * 
and Ly/imachs (with their Friends) having their weapons drawn in their 
hands, made all oppoſersrto giue them way, and ſo gayned the ſtair head 
for their owne deſcending . There ſtoode Paſimonto, with an huge long 
Staffe in his hand, to hinder their paflage downethe ſtayres z bur Chy- 
nn (aluted him ſo ſoundly onthe head, that ir being cleft in twaine, hee 
{c1l dead before his feete. His Brother Hormiſada came to his reſcuc,and 
{ped in the ſelte-fame manner as he had done fodid diuers other beſide, 
whom the companions to Ly/tmachus and Chynoy, either {Iew out-right, 
or wounded, 

So they left the houſe, filled with bloode, teares, and our-crics, go- 
ing on together, without any hinderance,and ſo brought both the'Brides 
aboord the ſhippe, which they rowed away inſtantly with theyr Oares . 
For, now the ſhore was full of armed people, who came in reſcue of the 
ſtolne Ladies : but all in vaine, becauſe they were lanched intorthe main, 
and ſayled on merrily towardes Candye. Whicre beeing arriued, they 
were worthily entertained by honourable Friendes and Kinftpen , who 
pacified all vakindneſfles betweene them and their Miſtreſſes: And, ha- 
+ uvingaccepted them in lawfull marriage, there they liued in no meane 
joy and contentment : albeit there was along and troubleſom difference 
(about theſe rapes) betweene Rhodes and Cyprus. ; 

Bur yet in the end, by the meanes of Noble Friends and Kindred on 
either ſide, labouring to ae ſuch diſcontentment appeaſed, endange- 


ring warte betweene the Kingdomes : after alimitedrime of baniſhment, 
Chynon returned ioyfully with his phigenia home to Cyprus, and Lyſima- 
0:5 with bis beloued Caſ/andravnto Rhodes, cach liuing in their ſeucrall 
Countries, with much felicity, 
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paris, fel in lowe with Martuccio Gomito : and hes. 
ring that he was dead, deſperatelydhe entred into 4 Barke, which being tray. 
ſported by the windes to Sula in Barbary , from thence ſbe went to Thunis, 
where ſhe found him to be wing. There ſhe made her ſelfe knowne to him, 
and he being tn great authority ,as 4 privy Counſellor to the King : he maryi. 
ed the ſaide Conſtance, and returned richly home with her, to the Iſland of 
Liparis. 

The ſecond Nouell. 

wherein is declared the firme loyaltie of a true Louer : And how Fortune doth 

ſometime humble men, to raiſe them afterward to a farre higher degree. 
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"PF Hen the Queene perceyued, that the Nouell recited by Pamphil. | 

was concluded, which ſhe graced with eſpecial commendartions: 
ſhce commaunded Madame Amilia, to take her turne as next in order ; 
whereupon, thus ſhe began. Methinkes itis a matter of equity,that euc- 
ry one ſhould take delight in thoſe things, whereby the recompence may 
be noted, anſwerable to their owne affe&tion . And becauſe I rather de- 
fire to walke along by the paths of pleaſure,then dwell on any ccremont- 
ous or icrupulons affeation, I ſhall the more gladly obcy our Queen to 
day,then yeſterday Idid our melancholly King. 

Vnderſtandthen (Noble Ladies) that neere to Sicily, there is a ſmall 
Iſland, commonly called Zjpar#, whercin (not long ſince) liucdayorg 
Damoſell, named Conſtance, born of very ſufficient parentage in the ſame 
Iſland. Therc dwelt alſo a young man, called Martuccio Gomito,of come- 
ly teature, well conditioned , and not vnexpert in many vertuous quali- 


ries ;aficQing Conſtarce in hearty manner : and ſheſo anſycrable to bim 
in 
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inthe ſamekinde, that to be in his company, was her onely felicity.7ar- 
tuccio coueting to enioy herin marriage, made his intent knowneto her 
Father: who vpbraiding him with pouerty, tolde him plainly that hee 
ſhould not haueher . Aartuctio greeuing toſee himlelfe thus deſpiſed, 
becauſc he was poore : made ſuch good meanes, that he was provided of 
2 ſmall Barke ; and calling ſuch friends (as he thought fit) to his aſlociati- 
on, made a ſolemne vow, that hee would ncucr returne backe to Liparss , 
vntill he was rich,and in better condition. 

In the nature and courſe of a Rouer or Pirate,ſo put he thence to ſea, 
coaſting all about Barbarie, robbing and ſpoyling ſuch as hee met with 
who were of no greater itreogth then himſclfe : wherein Fortune was ſo 
{auourable to him, that he became wealthy in a very ſhoit while. Bur as 
tclicities are not alwayes permanent, ſo hee and his followers, not con- 
renting themſelues with lufficier't riches:by greedy ſecking to get more, 
happened to be taken by certaine ſhivs of the Sarazins,aid ſo were rob- 
bed themſclues of all that they had gotten, yer they reſiſted thum ſtourly 
4 long whilc rogether, thovgh it proued CS, rhe loſle of many lines among 
them. When the Sarazens had ſunke his ſhippe inthe Sea, they tooke 
him with them to Th#r4, where he was impriſoned, and liucd in cxtrea- 
melt miſery. : 

Newes came to Liparis, not onely by one, but many more beſide, that 
all thoſe which departed thence inthe {mal Barke with Xarizccio,, were 
droivned in the Sea, and not a man eſcaped. When Corſtazce heard thele 
vnwelcome tydings (who was exceeding full of -greefe, tor his ſo delpe- 
rate departure) ſhe wept anc: lamented extraordinarily, deliring now ra- 
ticrrodye, then line any longer. Yet (hee had not the heart, to lay any 
violenthand on her ſclfc, but rather to end her dayes by ſome new kinde 
of neceflity. And departing priuately from her Fathers houſe, thee wene 
tothe port or hauen, where (by chance) (he found a ſmall Fiſher-boate, 
lying diſtant from the other veſſels, the owners whercot being all gone 
on ſhore, and it well furniſhed with Maſts, Sailes, and Oares, ſhe entred 
into it; and putting forth the Oares, beeing ſome-whar skiltull in ſayling, 
(as generally all the Womenof that Ifland are) ſhee fo well guyded the 
Sailes, Rudder, and Oarcs, that the was quickly farre off from the Land, 
and ſoly remained at the mercy ofthe windes. Forrhus ſhe had reſolued 
with her ſelfe, that the Boat being vncharged,and withour a guide)wold 
either be ouer-whelmed by the windes, or ſplit in peeces againſt ſome 
Rocke; by which meanes ſhe could not eſcape although thee would, bur 
(as it was her deſire) muſt needs be drowned, 

Inthis determination, wrapping a mantle about her head, and lying 
cowne weeping in the boats bottome, ſhe hourely expeRted her finall ex- 
piration : bur ir fell our otherwiſe, and contrary to her deſperate intenti- 
on, becauſe the winde turning to the North, and blowing very gently, 
without diſturbing the Seas a 1ot, they condutted the (mall Boar in ſuch 
fort, that after che night of her entering into it, and the morowes ſailing 
vntull the evening, it came within an hundred leagues of Thang, and to a 


Ii 2 | ſtrond 


, Nouell 2. 


- 
<- _ 
- _ 0 : 
- 
OATS > eG ee Rn <>. - 


——— 


The Fift Day 


O— — ——— _ 


frond neere a Towne called Suſa. The young Damoſell knew not whe- 
ther ſhe were on the ſea or land 3 as one, who notby any accident hap- 
ning, lifted vp her head to look about her, neither intendedeuer to doe. 
Now it came to paſſe, thar as the boate was driuen to the ſhore, a poore 
woman ſtood atthe Seaſide, waſhing certaine Fiſhermens Nets;and ſee- 
ing the boate comming towards her vnder faile, without any perſon ap- 
pearing init, ſhe wondred thereat not a little. Ir being cloſe atthe ſhore, 
and (he thinking the Fiſh-rmen to be afleepe therein - ſtepr boldly, and 
looked into the boate, where ſhe ſaw not any body, bur onely the poore 
d:{treſſed Damoſcll, whole ſorowes having broght her now into a ſound 
ſlcepc,the woman gaue mw cals before ſhe could awake her , which ar 
the lengrh (he did, and looked very ſtrangely about her. 

The poore woman perceyuing by her habite that ſhe was a Chriſtian, 
deranded of her (n ſpeaking Latine) how it was poſhble tor her beeing 
all alon* 1a the boare, to atriuc there in this manner * When Conſtance 
heard her ſpeake rhe Latine tongue, ſhe began to doubr, leaſt ſome con- 
trary wide 2d turned her backe to Lipars againe, and {tarting vp ſo- 
dainly,to louke with better aduice about her, thee ſaw her (clfe at Land: 
and not knowing the Countrey, demanded of the poore woman where 
ſhe was ? Daughter (quoth ſhe) you are heere hard by Su/ain Barbarie, 
Which Conſtance hearing, and plainly perceyuing, that death had deni- 
ed to cnd her m:lerics, tearing leaſt ſhe ſhould recciue ſome diſhonour, 
in ſuch 1 barbarous vokinde Country, andnot knowing what ſhold now 
become of her, ſhe late downe by the boates fide, wringing her hands, & 
weeping bitterly, 

The yood Woman did greatly compaſſionate her caſe, and preuailed 
ſo well by gentle ſpeeches, that ſhee condugted her into her owne poore 
habitation , where atlength ſhe vnderſtoode, by what meanes ſhee hap- 
ned thither loſtraygely. And perceyuing her to be faſting, ſhee ſer ſuch 
homely bread as (lie had before her, a few ſmall Fiſhes, and a Crewſeof 
Water, praying her for to accept of that poore entertainement, which | 
meere neceſſity comp-lled herto do, and (ewed her elfe very thanketull 
for it. 

Conſtance hearing that ſhe ſpake the Latine language ſo well; deſired 
to know what ſhe was. Whercto the olde woman thus an{wered : Gen- 
tlewoman{quoth ſhe) I am of T7apanum, named Carapreſa, and am afer- 
uantin this Countrey to certaine Chriſtian Fiſhermen. The yong Mat» 
den (albeit ſhe was very full of forow) hearing her name tobe Carapreſa, 
conceiued it as a good augury to her ſelfe, & that ſhe had heard rhename 
before, although ſhee knew not what occaſion ſhould moucher th us to 
do. Now began her hopesto quicken againe, and yer ſhee could nottell 
vpon what ground ; nor was ſhe ſo deſirous of death as before, but made 
more precious eſtimation of her life, and without any further declarati- 
on of herſelte or countrey,ſhe entreated the good woman(euen tor c1a- 
rities ſake)to rake pitry on her youth,and help her with ſuch good advice, 


eo preuent all iniurics which auight happento her,in ſuch a ſolitary wotull 
condition. | Caraprie 
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* Carapreſs hauing heard her requeſt, like a good woman as ſhee was, 
Icft Conftance in her poore Cottage, and went baſtily ro leaue her nets in 
ſafery : which being done, ſhe returned backe againc, and couering Con- 
ſtance with her Mantle, lcd her on to Suſe with her, where being arrived, 
the good woman began inthis manner. Conſtance, I will bring thee ro 
the houſe of a very worthy Sarazin Lady, to whome [ hauc done manie 
honeſt ſervices, according as ſhe pleaſed ro command me . Sheis an an- 
cient woman, full of charity, andto her I will commend thee as beſt I 
may, for 1 am well aſſured, that ſhee will gladly entertaine thee, and vic 
thee as if thou wert her owne davghter. Now;letit be thy part, during 
thy time of remaining with her, to employ thy vemoſt diligence m plca- 
ſing her,by deſeruing and gaining her grace, ti|lheauen ſhall bleſle thee 
with better fortune : And as the promiſed, ſo ſhe performed. 

The Sarazine Lady, being well ftcpt into yeares, vpon the commen- 
dable ſpceches delivered by Carapreſa, did the more ſcrioully faſten her 
eye on Conſtance, and compaſſion prouoking her to teares, (he rooke her 
by the hand, and (1n loving manner) kiſſed her fore-head. So ſhe led her 
further into her houſe, where dwelt divers other women ( butnor one 
man) all exerciſing themſelves in ſcucrall labours, as working in all ſorts 
of (ilke, with [mbroiceries of Gold and Siluer,and ſundry otherexcellent 
Arts beſide, which in ſhort rime were verie farniliar to Conſtance, and fo 
pleaſing grewher behaviour to the old Lady, and all thereſt beſide; that 
they loued and delighted in her wondertully, and (by little and little) ſhe 
attained tothe ſpeaking ot their language, alchough it were verie harih 
and dithculr. J 

Conſtance continuing thus in the old Ladies ſeruice at Suſa, & thou$hr 
to be dead or loſt in her owne Fathers houſe ; it fortuned, that one reig- 
ning then as King of Thuns, who named himſclte Mariabdela : there was 
A hang Loery of great birth, and very powerfull , who liuedas then in 
Granada, and pleaded thar the Kingdome of Thunis belonged to him. In 
which reſpe&, he muſtred rogether a mighty Army, and came toefſaule 
the King, as hoping ro expell him. Theſe newes comming to the care of 
Martuccio Gomito, who ſpake the Barbarian Language pertcly;and hea- 
ring it reported, that the King of Thurs made no meanc preparation for 
his owne defence : he conferred with one of his keepers, who had the cu- 
ſtody of him, and the reſt taken with him, ſaying : If (quoth hee): Icould 
hauc meanes to ſpeake with che King, and he were pleaſcd'to allow of my 
counſell, I can enftruR him in ſuch a courſe, as ſhall aſſure him to win the 
honor of the field. The Guard reported theſe ſpeeches to his maſter,who 
preſently acquainted the King therewuh, and Martaccto being ſent for ; 
he was commanded to ſpeake his minde : Whereupon he began in this 
- manner. : | 

My gracious Lord, during the time that I haue frequented your coun- 
trey, I hae heeytully oblerued, that the Mulitarie Diſcipline vſed in your 
tights and batrailes, dependeth more vpon do? ages then any other 
menimployed in your warce. And theretore, it it could bee fo ordered, 
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that this kinde of Artillery might fayle in your enemies Campe, & yours 
be ſufficiently furniſhed therewith, you neede make no douber of winniog 
the battaile : whereto the King thus ceplyed. Doubtleſle, iffuch an ae 
were poſſible to be done, it would piuc great hope of ſucceſlefull prevai. 
ling. Sir, ſaid Martuccro, if youpleaſc it may bee done, and I can quick}y 
reſolue you how. Let the ſtrings of your Archers Bowes bee made more 
ſoft and gentle, then choſe which heretofore tbey hauc formerly vicd;and 
next, let the nockes of the Arrowes be ſo prouided, as not to receiue any 
other, then thoſe plant gentle ſtrings. But this muſt be done fo ſecretly, 
that your cnemies may haue no knowled gc therof, leaſt they (ſhould pro- 
uidethemſclues in the tame manner; Now the reaſon (Gracious Lord) 
why thus I counſell you, is to this end. When the Archers on the Ene. 
mics ſide haue ſhot their Arrowes at your men, and yours in the like ma- 
ner at them : 1t foilowerth, that (vpon meere conſtraint) they muſt eacher 
vp your Arrowes, to ſhoote them backe againe at you, forſo long while 
a5 the battel] endurerh, as no doubt but your men wil do the like to them, 
But your enemies will finde themſelues much deceived, becauſe they can 
make no vie of your peopies Arrowes, in regard thatthe nockes are roo 
narrow to recciue their boyſterous ſtrings. Vhich will tall out contrary 
with your followers, tor the plianc firings belonging to your Bowes, are 
25 apc tortheir enemies great nockt Arrowes, astheir owne, and ſo they 
ſhall haue free vſe of both, reſeruing them in plentifull ſtore , when your 
aduerſarics muſt ſtand vnfucnithed of any, but them that they cannot any 
WayVite, : | 
This covnſell pleaſed rhe King very highly , and hee being a Prince of 
great vncerſtanding, gauc order to haueit accordingly followed , and 
thereby valiantly vanquiſhed his enemics. Heereupon, Martuccio came 
to bagieat in his grace, as alſo conſequently rich, and {cated in no meane 
place of aurhority. Now, as worthy and commendable ations are ſoone 
{pread abroad, in honor of the man by whome they hapned : euen fo the 
faine gl ths rare got victory, was quickly noy(ed throughout the Coun- 
rrey, and came to the hearing of poore Conſtance, that Martuccio Gomito 
(whom ſhe ſuppoſed ſo long {ince to be dead) was liuing, and in honou- 
rable condition. The loue which formerly he bare vnto him , being noc 
alcogether extinct in her heart ; of a (mall ſparke, brake foorth into a ſo- 
daine flame, and ſo encreaſed day by day, that her hope (being before al- 
moſt quite dead) reuvined againein chearfull manner. 

Having imparted all her fortunesto the good olde Lady with whome 
ſhe dwelr; ſhe told her beſide, that ſhe had an earneſt deſire roſec Thu- 
»4s, to ſatishic her eyes as well as her cares, concerning the rumor blazed 
abroad. The good olde Lady commended her defire,and(euen as if ſhe 
had bene her mother) tooke her with her aboord a Barke }and ſo ſayled 
thence to Thwnw, where both ſhe and Conſtance found honourable wel- 
come, inthe houſe of a kinſmanto the Sarazin Lady.Carapreſa alſo went 
along with them hither, and her they ſent abroad into the Citie, to vn- 
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chat hee was living) and in great authority about the King, according as 
the former report went of him. Then the good old Lady, being defitous 
ro let Martuccio know, that his faire friend Con/Z2nce was come thither to 
ſce him ; went herſelfe rothe place of his abiding, and {pake vnto him in 
this manacr.. Noble 1Martycao, there is a feruant of thine m wy houſe, 
which came from Zparis, and requircth to have a little pruate confte- 
rence withthee : but becauſe I durſt not truſt any ather with the wellage, 
my (cle (at her catreaty) am come to acquaint thee therewith. A lartuccio 
gaue her kinde and hearty thankes, and then went along with her tozhe 
houſe. | 

No ſooner did Conſtance behold him, but ſhce was ready to dye with 
conccite of toy, and being vnaole to containe her palsjon : ſodamnelv the 
threw her aimcs about his necke, and in meerc compaſs!on of her many 
(=i5sfortunes, as allo the taſtant ſolace of her ſoul: (not being able to vrier 
one word) the teares tickled. abundanily downe het cheekes. 1artnecio 
alſo ſceing his faire friend, was overcome with exceeding admiration, & 

1004 awhile, as not knowing what to foy ; till venting Sh vechement 
fighe, thus he ſpake. My deercſt loue Conſtance! art thou yetliving ? It is 
atedivvs long while {ince I heard thou waſt loſt, and never any tydinges 
knowne of thee tn thine gwne Fathers houſe. With which wocdes, the 
teares ſtanding 1m his eyes, moſt louingly he embraced her. Con/tance re- 
coun'edto han all her fortunes, and what kindneſſe (he hadde reccyued 
from the Sarazine Lady, fince her firſthoure of comming to her. And 
aſter much other diſcourſe paſsing betweene them , Martuccio departed 
from her, and returning tothe King his maſter, tolde him allthe }:iſtoric 
of his fortunes, and rhoſe beſide of his Loue Conſtance, beeing purpoſely 
minded (with his gracious hiking) to marry her according tothe Chriſti- 
an Law. 

The King was much amazed at ſo many ſtrange accicents , and ſend- 
ing for Conſtaxce to come before him ; from her own mouth he heard the 
wholerclation of her continued affection to Mariner, whereuppon hee 
ſ{aide, Now truſt me faire Damoſel], thou haſt dear! y dclerued 1m to be 
thy husband. Then ſending for very coftly Tewels, and rich preſents, the 
one halte of them he gaue to her, and the other to Martuciio , graunting 
them licenſe withall, to marry according to their owne mindes, 

AMartuccio did many honors, and gane great gittes to the aged Sara- 
zinc Lady, with whom Conſtancehadliued ſo kindly reſpeted: which al- 
though (he hail no neede of, neither euer expected any ſuch rewarding z 
yet (conqueied by their vrgenc 1portunity, eſpecially Con#ance, who 
could not bethanktfull enough to her) ſhe was enforced to receiue them, 
and tiking her leaue of them weeping, ſayled backe againe to Saſa. 

Within a ſhort while after, the King licenſing their departurethence, 
they entred into a ſmail Barke, and Carapreſa withthem, ſailng on with 
proſperous gales of winde, vntil] they arriued at Lipars, where they were 
entertained with generall rcioycing. And becaule their marciage was 
not ſufficiently pertormed at 7/u74, in regard of divers Chriſtian cere- 
mo- 
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monies there wanting, their Nuptials were againe moſt honourably ſo- 
lemnizcd, and they lived (many yeares after) in health and much happi- 


neſle. 


Pedro Bocamazzo, eſcaping away with a yong Damoſel! which he lowed, na- 
med Angelina, met with T heeues in his iourney. The Damoſell flying fear- 
fully into 4 Forreſt, by chance arriueth at a CaſNe, Pedro being taken by the 
Theeues, and happening afterward to eſcape from them; commeth (acciden- 
tally to the ſame Caſtle where Angelina was. Ana marrying her, they they 


returned home to Rome. | 
The third Nouell. 
wherein, the ſeuerall powers both of Loue and Fortune, s more at large appre- 
wed. 


TE Here was not any one in the whole company, but much commen- 
ded the Nouell reported by Madam Emilia, and when the Queene 
Dianne ir was enced, ſhe turncd towards Madam Eliza, commanding 
erto continue on their delightfull exerciſe : whereto ſhee declaring her 
willing obedicnce, began to ſpeak thus. Courteous Ladies, I remember 
one vnfortunate night, which happened to two Lovers, that were not in- 
duced with the greateft diſcretion. But becauſe they had very many 
_ and happy dayes afterwardes, I am the mote willing for to let you 
care it. 

Inthe Citie of Re-me, which (intimes paſt) was called the Ladic and 
Miſtreſſe of the world, though now fearſely ſo good as the waiting maid: 
there dwelt ſometime a yong Gentleman, named Pedro Boccamazzo del- 
ccnded from one ofthe ys honorablc families in Rome, who was much 
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enamoured of a beautifull Gentlewoman, called Anzelina, daughter to 
one named Gi2ltu0z-20 Saullo, whoſe fortunes were none ot the fareſt, yer 
he greatly clicemed among the Romaines. The entercourſe of loue be. 
tween thelc rwaine, had fo equally enſtruſted their hearts and ſouls, that 
it could hardly be iudged which of them was the more terucnt in affe i- 
on. Buthe,not being impured to ſuch oppreſhing paſſions,and therefore 
the leſſe able ro ſupport them, except he were ſure to compatlle his deſire 
plainly made the motion, that he might enioy her in honorable mariage. 
\\ hich his parents and iriends hearing, they went tocenferre with hun, 
blaming him with oucr-much baſcneſle, fo farre to diſgrace himſclte and 
his tocke. Beſide, they aduiſed the Father to the Maid, neither to cre- 
dit what Pe#rofaide in this caſe, or toliuc in hope of anyluch match, be- 
cauſe they all did wholly delpile it. 

Pedro perceiuing, that the way was ſhut vp, wherby (and none other) 
he was to mount the Ladder of his hopes;began ro waxe weary of longer 
living : ad if he could have won her tathers conſent, he would haue ma- 
ried herinthe deſpight of all his friends. Neuerthelefle, he had a conceir 
ha:mmering in bis head, which if the maid would bee as for ward as him- 
ſcite, ſhould bring the marter to full effe&t. Letters and ſecret inelligen- 
ccs pang (tillberweene, at lengthhe vnderſtood her ready relolution,to 
aducnture with him thorough all tortuncs whatſocuer, concluding on 
t!:cir ſodaine and ſecret flight from Rome, For which Pedro did ſo well 
prouide, that very early in a morning, and well mounted on horſcbacke, 
they tooke the way leading vnto Ala2na, where Pedro had ſome honeſt 
friends, in whom he repoſcd eſpecial] truſt « Riding on thus thorow the 
countrey, hauing no leyſure to accompliſh their marriage, becauſe they 
ſtoode 1n feare of purſuite : they were ridden aboue foure leagues from 
Rome, {ti}| ſhortning the way with their amorous diſcourſling, 

It fortuned, that Pedro hauing no certaine knowledge of the way, bur 
following a trackt gui ling too farre on the left hand ; rode quite our of 
courle, and came at laſt within ſight ofa ſmall Caſtic, out of which (be- 
fore they were aware) yſlued twelue Villaines, whom Amgelina ſooner c- 
{pyed, then Pedro could do, which made her cry mat to him, ſaying : Help 
deere Loue to ſau vs, or elſe we (hall be aſſayled. Pedrothen turning his 
horſe ſo expcditivully as he could, and giuing him theſpurres as needere- 
quired; mainly he gallopped into ancere adtoyning Forreſt , more min- 
ding the following of Angelina, then any direQtion of his way, orthe that 
endeauoured tobe his hinderance. So that by often winding & turning 
about, as the paſlage appeared troubleſom to him, when he thought him 
ſelfe fiee and turthe(t from them, he was round engirt, and {cized on þ 
them . VWhen they had made bum to difmount from his horſe, queſtio* 
ning him of whence and what he was, and he reſoluing them therin, they 
fell into a ſecret conſultation, ſaying thus an.ong themſclues. This man 
is a friend to our deadly enemies, kow can wee then otherwiſe diſpoſe of 
him, but bercaue him of all be hath,and in deſpight of the Orſint (men in 
nature hatefull to vs) hang him vp heere on one of theſe Trees ? 
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All ofthem agreeing inthis diſmall reſolution, they commanded Pe. 
dro to put off his garments, which he yeelding to do (albeit vowillingly ) 
it ſo fell out, that fiue and twenty other theeues, came ſodainly ruſhing in 
vpon them, crying, Kill, kill, and ſpare not a man, 

They which before had ſurprized Pears, deliring nowe to ſhific 
for their owne ſafetic ; left him ſtanding quaking in his ſhict, and fo 
ranne away mainely to defend themſelues. Which the new crewe 
perceyuing, and that their number farre exceeded the other : they fol- 
lowed to robbe them of what they had gotten, accounting it as a pre- 
ſer purchaſe forthem . Which when Pedro perceyued, and ſaw none 
tartying to prey vppon him ; hee put on his cloathes againe, and moun= 
ting on his owne Hoiſle, gallopped that way , which Angelina before 
had taken: yet could hee not deſcry any tracke or path, orſo much as the 
footing of a horſe ; but thought himſelfe in ſufhcicnt ſecuririe, becing rid 
of chem that firit ſcized on him, and alſo of the reſt, which followed in 
the purſuite of them. : 

For the loſle of his beloued Angelina, he was the moſt wofull man 
in the world, wandering ore while this way, and then againe another, 
calling for her all about the Forreſt, without any anſwere returning to 
him. And not daring to ride backe againe, on he trauailed ſh], not kno- 
wing where to make his arriuall. And having formerly heardof fauage 
raucnous beaſts, which commonly liuc in ſuch vntrequented Forreſts: he 
not onely was in feare of looſing his owne life, but alſo deſpayred much 
for his Zn2elina, caſt fome Lyon or Woolfe, had torne her body in pec- 
CCcs , 

Thus rode on poore vnfortunate Pedre, vntill the breake of day ap- 
pearcd, not finding any meanes to ger forth of the Forreſt,ſti]] crying and 
calling tor lus fayre friend, riding many times backeward , when as hee 
thought hce rode forward, vntill hee became ſo weake and faint, what 
with extrcame feare, lowd calling, and continuing fo long a while with- 
out any ſuſtenance, thatthe whole day becing thus ſpentin vaine, and 
og night ſodainly come vppon him, hee was not able to hold out any 
oOnger. | 

Now was hee in farre worſe caſe then before, not knowing where, or . 
low to diſpoſe of himſelfe, or what might beſt bee done in ſo great ane- 
ceſhity. From his Hotſe hee alighted, and tying him by the bridle vato a 
great tree, vppeheclimbed into the ſame Tree, fearing to bee deuoured 
(in the night tine) by ſome wilde beaſt, chooſing rather tolet his Horfle 
periſh, then himſclte . Within a while after,the Moone begannetoriſe, 
and the skies appeared bright and clcare: yet durſtheenot nod, ortake a 
nap, leſt he ſhould fall out of the tree ; but ſate ſill greeuing, ſighing, and 
mourning, deſpairing of euer ſeeing his Anzelinaany more , for hecould 
not be comforted by the ſmalleſt hopefull perſwaſion,that any good for- 
cune might befall her in ſuch a deſolate Forreſt, where nothing but dil- 


wall tearcs was to be expeed, and no likelihood that ſhe hould elcape 
with lifc, 
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with her friend Pedro, in the ſame manner did ir fall out with her, wan- 
dering the whole night, and all theday following, one while raking one 
hopefull racke, and then another, calling, weeping, wringing hir hands, 
and greeuouſly complaining of her hard fortune. Atthe length, percey- 
uing that Pedrocamenotto herat all, ſhe found alittle path (which ſhee 
lighted on by great good fortune)euen when dark night was apace draw- 
ing, and followed it ſo long, til it brought her within the ſight of a ſmall 
poore Cottage, whereto ſhe rode on ſo faſt as ſhe could;and found thers- 
ina very old man, having a wife rather more agcd then he,who ſecing hir 
to be without company, the 01d man ſpake thus vnto her. 

Faire daughter (quoth he) whether wander you at ſuch an vnſcaſona- 
ble houre, and all alone in a place fo deſolate ? The Damoſcll weeping, , 
replied; that ſhee had loſt her company in the foreſt , and enquired how 
neere (hee was to Alagna. Daughter (anſwered the 01d man) this is not 
the way to Alagna, for it is a boue {1xe leagues hence. Then thee defired 
to knowe,how farre off (hee was from ſuch houſes,where ſhe might haue 
any reaſonable lodging ? Thereare none ſo neere, ſaid the old man, that 
day light will giue you leaueto reach. May it pleaſe you then good Fa- 
ther (replied Angelina) ſecing I cannot trauaile any whether clſc; For 
Gods ſake, to let me remaine heere with you this night. Daughter anſwe- 
red the goodold man, weecan gladly giue you entertainement here, for 
this night, in ſuch poore manner as you ſce : but let mee tell you withall, 
that vp and downetheſc wooddes (as well bynight as day) walke com- 
panies of all conditions, and rather enimies then friends, who doe vs ma- 
ny greeuious displeaſures and harmes. Now if by msifortune,you beeing 
heere, any ſuch people ſhould come, andſceing you ſo loouely faire, as 
indeed you are, offer you any ſhame or -iniuric : Alas youſce it lics not 
in our powerto lend you any helpe or ſuccour. Ithought it good(there- 
fore) toj acquaint you heerewirh ; becauſe if any ſuch miſchance do hap- 
pen, you ſheuld not afterward complaine of vs. _ 

The yong Maiden, ſecing the time to be ſo farre ſpent, albeit the olde 
mans words did much diſmay her, yet ſhe thus replyed. Itit be the wil of 
heauen, both you and I ſhall be defended from any misfortune : bur if a- 
ny ſuch miſchance do happen, I account the matter leſle deſerving prict, 
if L fall intothe mercy of men, then to be deuoured by wild beaſts in this 
Forreſt.So, being diſmounted from her horſe, and cntred into the home- 
ly houſe; ſhe ſupr poorely with the olde man and his wife,with ſuch mean 
cates as their prouiſion affoorded : and after ſupper,lay downe in hir gar- 
ments on the ſame poore pallet, where the _ couple rooke their reſt, 
and was very well contented therewith, albeir ſhe could not refraine from 
"ghing and weeping, to bee thus diuided from her deare Pedro, of whoſe 
lite and welfare ſhe greatly delpaired. 

When 
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W hen ict was almoſi day, ſhe heard a great noiſc of people tra vailing 
by, whereupon ſodainly (he aroſe, and ranne into a Garden plot, which 
was on the backſide of the poore Corrage, eſpying in one of the corners 
a great ſtacke of Hay, whercin ſhe hid her ſelte, to the end, that trauclling 
ſtrangers might not readily finde her there in the houſe. Scarſely was ſhe 
Fully hidden, but a great company of Theeues and Villaines, finding the 
doore open, ruſhed into the Cottage, where looking round about them 
for ſome booty , they ſaw the Damoſels horſe ſtand ready fadled, which 
madethem demand to whom it belonged. The good olde man, not ſee- 
ing the Maiden preſent there, but immagining that ſhee had made ſome 
(hifc for her ſelfe, anſwered thus. Gentlemen, there is no body here but 
my wife and my ſelfe - as for this Horſe , which ſcemeth ro bee eſcaped 
from the Owner ; hee came hither yeſternight, and we gaue him houſe- 
roome heere, rather then to be deuoured by Wolues abroad. Thenſaid 

che principall of the Theeuiſh crew : This horſe ſhall be ours,in regard he 
hath no other mallcr, and let the owner come claime him of vs. 

\W hen they had ſcarched cuery corner of the poore Cottage, & found 
no ſuch prey as they looked for, fome of them went into rhe backe ſide, 
where they had left their Iauclins and Targers,wherewith they vſed com- 
monly to trauaile. It fortuned, that one of them, being moreſubtily ſuſ- 
pitious then the reſt, thruſt his Iaueline into the ſtacke of Hay, inthe ve- 
ry ſame place where the Damoſell lay hidden,miſsing very little of killing 
her; for ir cntred ſo farre, thatthc iron head pierced quire thorough het 
Garients, and touched her left bare breſt : whereupon, fhee was ready 
cocry out, as fearing that ſhe was wounded: but conſidering the place 
where ſhe was, ſhe lay ſtill, andſpake not a word. This difordred com- 

any, after they had fed on ſorne young Kids, and other fleſh which they 

bod with them thither, they wentthence abour their theeving excr- 
ciſe.taking the Damoſels horſe along with them.) 

Alter they were gone a good diſtance off, the good old man beganne 
thus to queſtion his Wife. What is become (quorh hee) of our young 
Gentlewoman, which cameo late to vs yeſternight 2 Ihauc notſeen hir | 
to day {ince our ariſing. The old woman made anſwer, that ſhe knew not 
where the was, and ſought all about to finde her, Angelinaes feares being 
well ouer-blowne , and hearing none of the former noiſe, which made 
her the better hope of their departure, came forth of the Hay-ſtack;wher- 
of the good o!d man was not a little ioyfull, and becauſe ſhe had ſo well 
eſcaped from them : ſo ſeeing it was now broad day-light, heſayde vnto 
her. Now that the morning 1s ſo faircly begun, if you can be ſo well con- 
tented, we will bring youto a Caſtle, which ſtands about two miles and 
an halfe hence, where you will be ſure to remaine inſafery. But you muſt 
nceds trauaile thither on foote, becauſe the night-walkers that happened 
hither, haue taken away your horſe with them. 

Angelina making little or no account ofſuch a loſſe,entreated them for 
:harities ſake, to condu@ her tothat Caſtle, which ray" they did, 
ind atriuedthere betweene ſcucn and cight of the clocke. The ay = 
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longed toone ot the Or/ni, being called, Liel/o 41Campo ds Fiore, and by 
great good fortune, his wife was then there,ſhe being a very vertuous and 
religious Lady. No fooner did ſhee looke vpon Angelina, but ſhee knew 
her immediately, and entertaining her very willingly, rcqueſted,to know 
the reaſon of her thus arriving there: which ſhee at large related, and mo- 
ued the Lady (who likewiſe knew Pedro perfettly welt) ro much compal- 
ton, becauſe he was a kinſ{man and deare friend to her Husband; and vn- 
derſtanding how the Theeves had ſurprized him, thee feared,that he was 
(aine among them, whereupon ſhee ſpake thus to Anyelima, Secing you 
know nor what is become of my kinſman Pedro, you (hall remainc here 
with me, vntill ſuchrime,as (if we heare no other ridings of him)you may 
with ſafety be ſent backe to Rome. 


Pedro all this while fitting in the Tree, ſo ful of griefe,as no man could 


be more; about the houre of midnight (by the bright ſplendour of the 
Moone) eſpied about ſometwenty Wolues, who, fo ſoonc as they vor a 
1g'1t of the Horſe, ran and cngirt him round about. The Horſe when he 
perceiued them ſo neere him ,. drew his head fo {trovgly back-ward, that 
breaking the reines of his bridle,he laboured to eſcape away from them. 
But being beſet on euery (1de,and vtterly vnable to helpe himſelte,he con- 
tended with his teeth & feete in his owne defence, till they haled him vio- 
 lentlyto the ground, andtearing his body in pecces, left yot a tot of hin 

butthe bate bones,and afterward ran ranging thorow the Forrcit, Arthis 
{1ght poore Pedro was mightily dilmayed,fcaring to ſpeci] no better then 
1s Horſe had done, and therefore could not deviſe what was belt to be 
done; for he ſaw no likelihood now, of getting out of the Forreſt with lite. 
But day-light drawing on apace, and he almoſt dead with cold , hauing 
ſtood quaking ſo long in the Tree; atlength by continuall looking cuery 
where about him, to diſcerne the leaſt glimpſe of any comfort; he eſpied 
a great fire, which ſcemed to be about halfe a mile off from him, 

By this time it was broade day, when he deſcended downe our of the 
Tree, ( yet not without much feare) and tooke his way towards the fire, 
where being arriues, he found a company of Shepheards banquerting a- 
bout it, whom he curteouſly ſaluring, they tooke pity on his diſtreſle, and 
welcommed him kindly. After he had taſted of ſuch cheare as they had, 
and was indiffercntly refreſhed by the good fire; hee diſcourſed his hard 
diſaſters rothem, as alſo how he happened thither, declaring ro know, if 
any Village or Caſtlewere neere thereabout , where he might in berrer 
manner relecue himſelfe.The Shepheards told him,that about a mile and 
an halfe from thence,was the Caſtle of Si2nior Lielo di Campo di Frore,and 
that his Lady was now reſiding there; which was no meane comfort to 
poore Pedre, requeſting that one of them would accompany him rhither, 
as two of them did in louing manner,to ridde him of all further feares. 

W hen he was arriued at the Caſtle, and found there divers of his fa- 


miliar acquaintance; he laboured to procure ſome meanes, thatthe Da- 


moſcll night be ſought for in the Forreſt. Thenthe Lady calling for her, 
and bringing her to him; he ran and caught her in his armes, being ready 
K k to 
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to {woune with conceit of ioy, for never could any wan be more comfor- 
ted, then he was at the (1ght of his Anzelina,and queſtionlefle,her lOy was 
not 4 iot inferior to his, luch a ſimpathy of firme love was ſealed between 
them. The Lady of the Caſtle, atter ſhec had giuen them very gracious 
cntertainement, and vnder{tood the {cope of their bold aduenture; ſkee 
reproned them both ſomewhar ſharpely , for preſuming ſo farre without 
the conſent of their Parents. Bur perceming {notwithſtanding all her rc. 
monſtrances) that they continued ſtiil conſtant in their reſolution, with- 
out any inequality on cither {1de ; ſhee ſaide to her ſelfe. VWhy thoulq 
this matter be any way offenſ1ue tro me ? They loue each other loyally ; 
they are not inferiour to one another in birth-, bur in fortune; they arc 
equally loved anc] allied to my Husband, and their deſire is both hone 
and honourable. Morcoucr, what know [, if it be the will of Heauern to 
haue it ſo? 'Theeues intended to hang him, in malice © his name and kin- 
red, from which hard tate he hath happily eſcaped. Her life was endan- 
gercd by a tharpe pointed laveline, and yer her fairer ſtarres would not 
fufter her (o to periih: belide,they both haue eſcaped the tury of rauenous 
wild beaſts, and all theſe are apparant {1gnes, that future comforts ſhould 
recompence former paſled misfortunes ; farre be it theretore from me.to 
hinder the appotetment of the Heauens., 

Then turnwsg her felte ro them, thus iþce proceeded. It your deſice be 
to toyne tn honourable marriage , I am well contented therewith, and 
your nuptials ſhall here be follemnized at my Husbands charges. Atcer- 
ward bothhe and I willendeauour,to maxe peace betwecn you ard your 
dilcontented Parents. Pedro wasnot alittle toytull at her kind offer, and 
Anzelinamac' m retnen he; fo they were maried together inthe Caſtle, 
and worthily teaſted by the Lady,as Forreſt entertay.mevt couldpermit, 
and there they cnioyed the tirſt fruits of their 'oue. VVithin a ſhort v.lule 
after, the La. y :nd they (well mounted on Horſe-backe and attended 
with au honourable trainc) returned to Rome; where her Lord Lielloand 
([heeprenailed fo wel with Pedyoes angry Parents : that all variance enued 
in love and peace, and afterward they liued louingly rog ther, till old age 
made them as honourable , as their true and mutuall aftetion formerly 


had done. 


Riccrardo Manardy, was found by Meſſer Lizio da Valbonna, as be ſate faſt 
aſleepe at bus Daughters Chamber window hawing his hand faſt mn hers, and 
ſhee ſleeping in the ſame manner. Whereupon, they were toyned together it 
marriage, ana their long loyal loue mutually recompenced. 

The fourth Nouell. 
Declaring the diſcreete pronidence of Parents, in care of their Childrens loue 


and their owne credit, to cut off inconuemences before they doe proceeae too 
farre. 


Adam Ekz4 hauing ended her Tale, and heard what commendati-, 


ons the whole compavy gaue thereof;the Queene Commune > Phi- 
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;ffratus , totell a Nouell agrecing with his owne minde , who ſmiling 
cherear, thus replyed. Faire Ladies, I have beene fo often checkr & ſnape, 
for my ycltcr dayes matter and argument of diſcourling, which was both 
redious and offenj1uc to you; that if I intended to make you any amends, 
[ ſhould now vndertake to tell ſuch a Tale, as might pur you into a mirth- 
full kumour. Which am determined to doe, in relating a briefe and 
pleaſant Nouel},not any way offenſiue(asI rruſt)but exemplary for ſome 
g00d notes of obleruation. 
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Not long lince, tacrehued in Romania, a Knight, a very honeſt Gen- 
tleman, and well qualified, whole name was Meſſer Lizto da Valbonna, to 
whomit fortuncd , that (at his entrance into age) by his Ladwand wite, 
callcd 7:quemna, hc had a Daughter,the very choyceſt and godcillieſt gen- 
tlewoman in all thoſe places. Now becauſe ſuch a happy blefhing (in their 
olde yeeres) was nota little comfortable ro them ; rhey thought them- 
ſelues the more bound in duty, to be circumſpett of her education, by 
keeping her out of ouer-trequent companies , but onely foch as agreed 
beſt with their grauity, & might giue the leaſt i]] example rotheir Daugh- 
ter, who was named Catharipa; as making no doubr,but by this their pro» 
uident and wary reſpe& , to match her in mariage an{werableto their li- 
king. There was aiſo 2 young Gentleman, inthe very paar 5 cltatc 
of his yourhfull time deſcended from the Family of rhe Manaray da Bret- 
tinoro, named Meſſer Kicciards, who oftentimes frequented the Houſe of 
Meſſer Lizio, and was a continuall welcome gueſt to his Table , Meſſer 
Liz40 and his wife making the like account of him,cuen as if he had beene 
their owne Sonne. 

This young Gallant, percciuingthe Maiden to be very beautifull, of 
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fingular behaviour , and of ſuch yeeres as was ht for mariage, became 
exceedingly enamoured of her , yet concealed his ifteion (0 Cloſely as 
he could; which was not ſo covertly caried, but that ſhe perceiued it,and 
grew inas good liking of him. Many times he had an carneſt defireto 
haue conference with her , which yer ſtill he deferred, as fearingto diC. 
pleaſe her; till ar the length he lighted on an apt opportunity, and boldly 
ſpake to her in this manner. Faire Cathartna, I hope thou wiltnot letme 
dic for thy loue ? Signtor Ricciardo (replyed ſhee ſuddenly againe) l hope 
you will extend the like mercy to me, as you dcfire that I ſhould ſhew to 


you. This anſwere was ſo pleaſing to Meſſer kicciardo, that preſently he. 


ſaide. Alas deare Louc, I have dedicated all my faireſt fortunes one]y tg 
thy ſcruice,ſo that it remaineth ſoly in thy power, to diſpoſe of me as beſt 
ſhall pleaſethee, and to appoint ſuch times of private conuerſation , as 
may yeeld more comfortto my poore afflicted oule. 

Catharinaſtanding muſing a while , at laſt rerurned him this ankyere. 
Stentor Ricctardo, quoth (nee, you ſce what a reſti aint 15 ſet on my liberty, 
how ſhort I am kept from couerſing with any one,that I kold this-our en- 
terparlance now almoſt miraculous. Bur if you could devile ary conue- 
nient mcanes, to admit vs more familiar freedome, without any preiudice 
to mine honour, or the leaſt diſtaſte of my Parents; doe but enſtrutt ir, 
and | will aquenturc it. Kzcciardo having confidered on many wayes and 
meanes, thought one to be the firreſt of all z and therefore thus replycd. 
Catharina (quorhhe) rhe onely place for our more priuate ralking roge- 
ther, I conceiue to be the Gallery ouer your Fathers Garcen. If youcan 
winnc yout.Mother tolet you lodge there, I will make meanes toclimbe 
ouer the wall,and at the goodly gazing window,we may diſcourſe ſo long 
as we pleaſc.,” Now truſt me deare Loue (anſwered Catharina) no place 
can be more conuenient for our purpoſe, there ſhall we heare the ſweete 
Birds ſing;elpecially the Nightingale, which I haue heard ſinging there all 
the night long; I will breake the matter to my Mother, and how 1 ſpcede, 
you ſhall hearc further from me. So, with diuers partingkiſſes,they brake 
oft confezence, till their next meeting. 

On the day following, which was towarcs the ending of the moneth 
of May,Catharina began to complaine to her Mother,thart the ſeaſon was 
oucr-hot and tedious,to be ſtill lodged in her Mothers Chamber, becaule 
ic was an hinderance to her {leeping ; and wanting reſt, it would be an 
empairing of her health. VVhy Daughter(quoth the Mother)the weather 

(as yer)is not ſo hot, but(in my minde)you may very well endure it. Alas 
Morther, ſaid ſhee, aged people, as you and my Father are, doe not fcele 
the heates of yourthtull bloud, by reaſon of your farre colder complexion, 
which is not to be meaſured by younger yecres. Iknow that well Daugh- 
ter, replyed the Mother ; but is it in my power , to make the weather 
warme or coole,as thou perhaps wouldſt haue it? Seaſons are to beſuffe- 
red, according to their ſeuerall qualities; and though the laſ nightmight 
ſeeme hor, this next enſuing may be cooler, and then thy reſtwill bethe 
better, No Mother,quothCatharina, that cannot befor as Summer pro- 
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ceedeth on, ſothe heate encreaſeth, and no expeation can be of tem- 
perate weather, vnrtill it groweth to Winter agame. VVhy Davghter, 
{ide the Mother, what weuldeſt thou haue mc rodoe > Mother (quoth 
ſhee) ifit might ſtand with my Fathers good liking and yours, I would be 
ſpared from in the Garden Gallery , which is a great deale more coole, 
and temperate. There ſhall I heare theſweete Nightingale fing,as euery 
night ſhee vſeth to doe, and many other pretty Birds betide, which I can- 
not doe, lodging in your Chamber. | 

The Mother louing her Daughter dearely, as being ſome-what ouer- 
fond of her, and very willing to giue her contentment ; promiſed to im- 
part her minde to her Father,nort doubting but to compaſſe what ſhee re 
queſted. When ſhee had mouecd the matter to Meſſer Lizio, whoſe age 
made him ſomewhat froward and eaſtyjangerly he ſaid to his wife, Why 
how now woman? Cannot our Daughter {leeps, except ſhec heare the 
Nightingale ſing? Let there be a bed made for her in the Otien,and there 
let the Crickets make her melody. VWhen Catharina heard this anſwere 
from he: Father, and ſaw her defireto be diſappointed ; not onely could 
ſhee rake any reſt thenight following , bur fo complained more of the 
heate then before, not ſuffering her Mother to take any reſt, which made 
her goe angerly to her Husband in the morning, ſaying. Why Husbang, 
haue we but one onely Daughter, whom you pretend co loue right deate- 
ly,and yet can you beſo carcleſle of her, asrodenicher arcqueſt, whicl 
i5no morethen realun > What marrer isit to you or me, toletherlodge 
inthe Garden Gallery ? Is her young bloud to be compared with ours ? 
C.an our weake and crazie bodies, feele the frolicke temper of hers? Alas, 
ſee is hardy(as yet) out of her childiſh yeeres, and Children haue many 
delircs farre differing from ours : the finging of Birds is rare muſicke to 
them,and chiefly the Nightingale; whoſe ſweete notes will prouoke them 
to reſt, when neither art or phylicke can doc it. 

Is iteuenſo Wife? anſwered Meſſer Lizio. Muſt your will and mine 
be gouerned by our Daughter? Well be itfothen, lether bed be made in 
the Garden Gallerie, but I will haue the keeping of the key, both to locke 
her inat night, and ſetherar libertie cuery mornipg. Woman, woman, 
young wenches are wily,many wanton crochets arc buſie in their braines, 
and to vsthatare aged, they ſing like Lapwings, telling vs one thing, and 
intending another; talking of Nightingales, when their mindes run on 
Cocke-Sparrowes. Seeing Wife, ſhee muſt needes haue her minde, ler 
yer your care and mine extend ſo farre , ro keepe her chaſtity vncorrup- 
ted, and our credulity from being abuſed. Catharina hauing thus preuai- 
led with her Mother, her bed made in the Garden Gallery, and ſecter in. 
telligence giuen to Ricciardo , for preparing his meanes of acceſle to her 
window; old prouident Ziz4olockes the doore to bed-ward,and giues her 
libertyto come forth inthe morning , for his owne lodging was neere to 
the ſame Gallery. 

In the dead and filent time of night, when all (but Loucrs) cake their 
reſt; Ricciardo having prouided a Ladder of Ropes, with grapling hookes 
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tingale in the darke ? You ſhall ſce that your {clte, anlwered Meſſer L1zo, 


it you will make haſte, and goe with re. 

Shee, puttirg on her garments in great haſte, followed her Husband, 
and being come to the Gallery doore, he opened it very ſoftly, and going 
to the window , ſhewed her how they both ſare faſt aſleepe, and in ſuch 
manner as hath becn before declared : whereupon , (hee perceiving how 
Riccardo and Catharina had both decciued her. would haue made an out- 
cry, but that Meſſer Liztoſpake thus to her. Witke, as you loue me,ſpeak* 
nota word, neither make any noyſe: for, ſeeing ſhee hath loued Ricciardo 
without ourknowledge, and they hauc had their priuate mectings in this 
manner, yet free from any blamefull imputation ; he ſhall enioy her, and 
ſhee him. Riccrardo isa Gentleman, well deriued,and of rich poſlcfſions, 
it can benodiſparagementto vs, that Catharina match with him in ma- 
riage, which he neither ſhall, or dare denic'to doe, in regard of our Lawes 
leucrity; for climbing vp to my window with his Ladder of Ropes,wher- 
by his life is forfcited to the Law, except our Daughterpleaſe to ſpareir, 
| asitremaineth in her power todoe, by accepting him as her husband, or 
yeelding tus life vpto the Law,which ſurely ſhee will not ſuffer, their loue 
agrecing together in ſuch mutuall manner, avd he aduenturing ſo dange- 
roully for ber. Madam 
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the laſt, Kiccrardo awaked, and ſeeing it wasfo farre in the day, thoay ht 
himſelfe halte dead, and calling ro Catharina, ſaide. Alas deare Loue ! 
what (hall we doe ? we have {|cpr too long, and thall be taken here. Ar 
which words, Meſſer Lizzo ſept forth from behind the Curraines, ſaying. 
Nay, Si2ntor Ricctaras, (ceing you haue found ſuch an vnbetiiting way hi- 
ther, ve will prouidec you a better tor your backe returning. V\ hen K:c- 
crar do ſary the Father and Mother both there preſent, he could not deuiſe 
what to doe or ſay,hisſences became fo ſtrangely contfoun\'ed; yet know- 
ing how hainouſly hee had offended, it the ſtriAtneſſe of Law ſhovld be 
chall:ngcd againſt him, falling on his knees, he ſaide. Alas 1eſſer Lizio, 
I bumbly crave your mercy,covfteſhing my ſelte well worthy of death, thar 
knowmg the ſharpe r1gour of the: Law, I would preſume fo audaciouſly 
ro breake it. But pardon me worthy Sir, my loyall and vntcined loueto 
vour Davghter Catharina, hath beene the onely cauſe of my tranſgrel- 
ſing. IIs 

eh 1140 (replyed Meſſer Lizio) the loue | beare thee, and the honeſt 
conliicnce 1 doe repoſe 1n thee, ſtep vp (in ſome meaſure)to pleade thine 
exculc, eſpecially in the regard of gay Daughter, whoml blame thee nor 
for louing,bur for this vnlawfull waySt preſumiog to her. Neucttheleſic, 
perceiuing how the cale now ſtandeth,and conſidering withall,thatyouth 
and afte&tion were the ground of thine offence : to free thee from death, 
and my ſclfe from diſhenour , before thou departeſt hence , thou ſhalr 
cſpouſe my Daughter Catharina, to make her thy lawfull wife in mariage, 
and wipe off ali ſcanda)l ro my Houſe and me. Allthis while was poore 
Catharina on her knees likewiſe to her Mother,who(nowithſtanding this 
her bold aduenture) made earneſt (ute to her Husband toremit all , be- 
cauſe Rrcciardo right gladly condiſcended , as it being the mainc iſſue of 
his hope and deſire; to accept his Catharima in mariage,whereto ſhee was 
as willing as he. Meſſer Lizdo preſently called tor rhe Conteſſour of his 
Houſe, and borrowing one of his Wiucs Rings, before they went out of 
the Gallery x Ktccrardo and Catharina were eſpouled together , to thceirno 
little ioy and contentment. 

Now had they more leaſure for further conference , with the Parents 
and kindred to &icciardo,who being no way diſcontented with this ſudden 
match, but applauding it inthe higheſt degree ; they were publikely ma- 
ried againe inthe Cathedrall Church , and very honourable triumphes 
performed at the nuptials , living long after in happy proſperity. 


Guidotto of Cremona, departing out of this mortalllifeJeft a Daug ter of bis, 
with Iacomino of Pauia. Giouanni di Seuecrino, azd Menghino da 
Minghole, fel both in lowe with the young Maiden, and fought for h@, wha 
being afterward knowne, to ve the Siſter to Grouanni,ſhee was ginen in ma- 
riage to Menghino. « 
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The fifth Nouell. 
Wherein may be obſerued, what quarrels and contentions are occaſioned by 
Loue ; with ſome particular diſcription, concerning the ſincerity of a lojall 
friend. 


s ©» . 


Li the Lagies laughing heartily, at the Noucll of the Nightingale, fo 

pleatingly delivered by Philoſtratzzs , when they ſaw the ſame to be 
fully ended, the Queene thus ſpake. Now truſt me Philoſtratus, though 
yeſter-Cay you did much oppreſle mee with melancholy, yer you haue 
mace me ſuch an amends to day , as wee haue little reaſon to complaine 
any more of you. So conuerting her ſpeech to Madam Neiphrla, ſhee 
commanded her to fucceede w:rh her diſcourſe.which willingly ſhe yeel- 
dcito, beginning in this manner. Seeing it pleaſed Philoſtratis, to pro- 
duce his Noucll out of 99:44: I meancto walke with him inthe lame 
juriſdiction, .concerning what am to ſay. 

There dwelt ſometime inthe City of Faxo, two Lombards, the one 
being named Gut-0tto of Cremona, and the other 1acomino of Pauia, men 
of ſufficient entrance into yeeres, hauing followed the warres ( as Soul 
dicrs)all their youthful time.Guidotro feeling ſickneſſe ro over-maſier him, 
and hauing no ſonne, kinſman, or friend, in whom he might repoſe more 
truſt, then hee did in /acomino: having long conference with him about 
his worldly affaires , and ſetled his whole eſtate in good order ; he lefta 
Daughter ro his charge, about ten yeeres of age, withall ſuch goods as 
he enioyed, and then departed out of this life. It cameto paſſe, that the 
City of Forenza, long time being moleſted with tedious warres, and ſub- 
icacd to very ſeruile condition z begange now to recouer her former 
ſirength, 
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gouerned by ©M adam Fiammetta. 
trength, with free permiſſion (for all ſuch as pleaſed) to rerurpe and pol. 
ſeſſe their former dwellings, Whereupon , /acomme (hauing fomcume 
beene an inhabirant there) was defirous toliuc in Faenza againe, conu ay- 
ing thither all his goods, and raking with him alſo rhe young girle which 
Guidotto had left him, whom hee loued, and refpetted as his owne 
childe. 

As (hee grew inſtature, ſo ſhee did in beauty and verruous qualities, 
a5 none was more commended throughout the whole City, tor taire, ci- 
uill, and honeit demeanour, which incited many amorouſly co affet her. 
But (aboue all the reſt) two very honeſt young men, of good fame and re. 
pute, who were ſo cqually in loue addicted to her, that being jealous of 
cach others fortune, in preuenting of their ſeuerall hopetull expectation z 
2 deadly hatred grew ſuddenly berweene them, the one being named, 
Giouanni de Seuerino, and the other Menghino da Ming bale. Fther of theſe 
two young men,before the Maide was fiftecne yeeres 01d, labourcd to be 
poſſeſſed of her in marriage, but her Guardian would giue no conſent 
thereto: wherefore, perceiuing their honeſt intended meaning to be tru- 
{trated, they now began ro bulte their braines, how ts foreſtall one ano- 
ther by crafc and circumuention. 

1acomino had a Maide-ſeruant belonging to his Houſe, ſomewhat aged, 
and a Man-ſeruant be{ide, named Grize/lo, of muthfull diſpolition, and 
very friendly, with whom Gioxannt grew in great familiarity; and when he 
tound time hit forthe purpoſe, he diſcouered his loue to him, requeſting 
his furtherance and afhiſtance,in compaſling the height of his deſire, with * 
bountitull promiſes of rich rewarding; whereto Grive/{o returned ths an- 
ſwere. I know not how to ſted you in this caſe, but when my Maſter ſhall 
ſup toorth at ſome Neighbours Houſe, to admit your entrance where (he 
is: becauſe, if I offerto ſpeake to her , ſhee neuer will ſtay to beare me. 
Wherefore, if my ſeruice this way may doc you any good, I promiic ro 
performe it; doe you beſide,as you ſhall find it moſt conuenient for you. 
So the bargaine was agrecd on betweene them, and nothing elſe now re- 
mained, but to what iſſue it ſhould ſort in the end. 

Menzhino, on the other (ide, hauing centred into the Chamber-maides 
acquaintance , ſped ſo well with her , thar ſhce ccliuered ſo many meſ- 
ſages from him,as had(already) halfe won thelixing of the Virgin; paſſing 
further promiſes to him beſide, of bringing him to haue conterence with 
her,whenſocuerher Maſter ſhould be abſent from home. Thus /1enghino 
being fauoured (on the one {ide ) by rhe olde Chamber-maide, and Gze- 
vanui (on the other) by truſty Griuello; their amorous warre was now on 
toote, and diligently followed by boththeir ſollicitors. Within a ſhort 
while after, by the procurement of Grinel/o, Tacominowas inuited by a 
neighbour to ſupper, in company of divers his very familiar friends,wher- 
of intelligence being giuen to Giovari; a concluſion paſſed berweene 
them, that (vpon a certaine fignale giuen) he ſhould come, and finde the 
doore ſtanding ready open , to giue him all accefle vnto che affe&ed 
Mayen, 3 eh Bot thy £9 | 
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The appointed night being come , and neither of theſe hot Louers 
knowing the others intent, bur their ſuſpition being alike, and encreaſing 
{till more and more; they made choyce of certaine friends and aſſociates, 
well armed and prouided,for eithers ſafer entrance when neede ſhould re- 
quire. Menghino (tayed with his troopc,in ancere neighbouring houſe to 
the Mayden,attending when the {ignall would be giuen: but Giouanyi and 
his coniorts, were ambuſhed ſomewhat further oft from the Houſe, and 
both ſaw when /acomino went foorth to ſupper. Now Grinel/o and the 
Chamber-maide began to vary, which ſhould ſend the other our of the 
-* way,till they bad efteQted their ſeucrall intention; whereupon Grinello (aid 
to her. What maketh thee to walke thus about the Houſe, and why doe 
thou not getthee to bed? And thou (quoth che Maidc) why doeſt thou 
not goero attend on our Maſter, andrarry for his returning home? [ am 
ſurc thou haſt ſupt long agoe , and I know no bulineſlc here in the Houſe 
ſor thee to doe. Thus (by no meanes)the one could ſend away the other, 
bat cither remained as the others hinderance. 

But Grine/{o remembring bimſelfe, that the hourc of his appointment 
with Giou4nnt Was come, he aide to himfſelte. VVhat carcI whether our 
olde Maide be preſent, orno ? It ſhee diſcloſe anything that I doe, I can 
be rcuenged on her when 1 liſt. So, hauing made the {ignall, he went to 
open the doore,cuen when Giowanm (and two of his contederates)ruſhed 
intothe Houle , and finding the faire youug Maiden fitting in the Hall, 
laide hands 0n her,to beare her away.The Damoſell began to reſiſt them, 
crying out fot helpeſo loude as ſhee could, as the olde Chamber-maide 
did thelike : which Menghinohearing, heranne thither preſently with his 
friends , and ſceingthe young Damoſcll brought well-necre out of the 
Houſe; they drew their Swords,crying out : Traytors, you are bur dead 
menghere isno violence to be offered, neither is this a booty for ſuch baſc 
groomes. So they layed about them luſtily, and would not permit them 
to paſſe any further. On the other ſide , vpon this mutinous noyſe and 
out-cry,the Neighbours came foorth of their Houſes, with lights,ſtaues, 
andclubbes, greatly reprouing them for this out-rage, yer aſſiſting Mey- 
ghmo: by meanes whercot, after along time of contention, Menghinore- 
couered the Mayden from Giouannt, and placed her peaceably in /acons- 
noes Houle. 

No ſooner was this hurly-burly ſomewhat calmed, but the Sericants 
ro the Capraine of the Ciry,camehirher,and apprehended diuers ofthe 
murincrs : among whom were Menghino, Giouanni,and Grinello, commit- 
ting them immediately to priſon. But after euery thing was pacificd,and 
[acomino returned hometo his Houſe from ſupper ; he was not a little of- 
fended at ſo grofle an iniury. When he was phy informed how the mat- 
cer happened,and apparantly perceiued,that no blame at all could be im- 
poſed on the Mayden: he grew the better contented, reſoluing with him- 
ſelfc (becauſe no more ſuch inconuenicnces ſhould happen) co hauc her 
marricd fo ſoone as poſhbly he could. 0 + 

VWhea morning was come, the kindred and friends on cither + 
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derſtandingtherruth of the errour commited, and knowing belide,what 
puniſhment would be inflited on the priſoners, it Jacomimo preſſed the 
matter no further, then as with reaſon and equity well he might; they te- 
paired to him, and (in gentleſpeeches) entreated him, not to repard a 
wrong offered by vnruly and yourhtull people , mecrely drawne into the 
action by per{waſion of friends; ſubmitting both themſclues, and the of- 
fendors, to ſuch ſatisfaQtion as he pleaſed to appoint them. lacomrine, who 
had ſeene and obſerued many things in his time, and was a man of ſound 
aderſtanding,returned them this an{were. 

Gentlemen, if I were in mine owne Countrey,as now I am in yours; I 
would as forwardly contefle my (clte your friend , as here I muſt needes 
fil! ſhort of any ſuch ſervice, but euen as you [hall pleaſe to command 
me. But plainely , and withour all further ceremonious complement , ] 
mult aorce to whatſoever you can requeſt; as thinking you to be more 1n- 
11xed by me, then any great wrong that I hauc {uſtained. Con cernivg the 
young Damoſell remaining in my Houſe, (heertsnot (as many hauc ima- 
gined) eithcr of Cremona, or Pawa, bu borne a Faentize, herein this Ci- 
ric: albeitneither my lelfe, ſhee,or he of whom I had her, 41d cuer know 
;r, or yetcould learne whoſe Daughter ſhee was. VWherctore , the ſuite 
vou make to me, ſhould rather (in duty) be mite to you : tor ſhee is a na- 
tie of your owne, doeright to her, and then you can doc no wrong vnto 
mee. 

\Y hen the Gentlemen vnderſtood, that the Mayden was borne in Fa- 
enz4, they maruelled thereat, and after they had thanked 7acomrneotor his 
curtcous anſwer; they deſired him to let them know, by what mcanes the 
Damoſell came into his cuſtody, and how he knew her to be boine1n Fa- 
ea24: when he, peccciuing them attentiue to hearc him, began in this 
QNAaNnnecr. 
 Vnderſtand worthy Gentlemen , that Gidotto of Cremona , was my 
companion and deare friend, who growing neere to his death, tolde me, 
that when this City was ſurprized by the Emperour Frederigo, and all 
chings committed to ſacke and ſpoile; he and certaine of his confederates 
entredinto a Houſe, which they found to be well furniſhed with goods, 
but vtrerly forſaken of the dwellers, onely this poore Mayden excepted, 
being then aged but two yeeres, or thereabour. As hee mounted vp the 
[teps,with intentto depart from the Houle; ſhe called him Father, which 
word moued him ſo compaſhonately:that he went backe againe,brought 
her away with him, and all things of worth which were in the Houle, go- 
ing thence afterward to Fans, and there deceafing, he l-tr her and all his 
goods ro my charge ; conditionally , thar I ſhould ſee her maried when 
dne time required , and beſtow on her the wealth which he had left her. 
Now, very true itis, although her yeercs are conuenjent for mariage, yet 
l could neuer find any one to beſtow her on, at lealt that I chought fitting 
for her: howbeit, I will liſten thereto much more reſpettiuely before any 
other ſuch accident ſhall happen. | 

It came to paſſe, that inthe reporting of this diſconrſe, there was then 

a Gentle- 
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a Gentleman in the company, named Gmiemmo da Medicina, who at the 
ſurprizal of the City ,was preſent with Guidotro of Cremona, and knew well 
the Houſe which he had ranſacked , the owner whereof was alfo preſent 
with him,whereforc taking him aſide, he ſaide to him. Bernardino,heareſt 
thou what /acomino hath related? yes very wel,replyed Bernardino,and te- 
member withall , that in that diſmall bloody combultion , I loſt alittle 
Daughter, about the ape as /acomrno ſpake he. Queſtionleſle then,replicd 
Guillemino, ſhee muſt needes be the ſame young Mayden, forl was there 
at the ſamertime, and inthe Houſe, whence Gu4dotto did bring both the 
girlc and goods , and [ doe perfectly remember , that it was thy Houſe, 
I pray thee call to minde, if ever thou ſaweſt any ſcarre or marke about 
her, which may reviue thy former knowledge of her, for my minde per- 
ſwades me, that the Maijde is thy Daughter. 
2ernardino muling a while with bimſclfe, remembred, that vnder her 
left care, Niece 114d a ſcarre, inthe forme of a little crofſe, which happened 
by the byting of a Wolte, and but a ſmall while before the ſpoyle was 
made. VWhereforc,without deferring it to any further time,he ſept to 14. 
\ comino (who as yet ſtaied there) and entreated him tofetchthe Mayden 
from his houſe, becauſe ſhee might be knowne to ſome in the company : 
whereto right willingly he condiſcended, and there preſented the Maide 
betorc them. So ſoone as Bernarains beheld her,he began to be much in- 
 wardly moued, for the perfect charafter of her Mothers countenance, 
was really tigmed inher ſweete face;one!y that ber beauty was ſomewhar 
more excelling. Yctnot herewith ſatisficd, he delired /acominoto be ſv 
pleaſed, astolift vp a little the lockes of haire, depending ouer her left 
care. /acomino did it preſently, albeit with a modeſt bluſhing inthe maide, 
and b-rnardino looking aduiſedly on it, knew itto be the lelfte ſame croſle; 
which confirmed her conſtantly to be his Daughter. | 
Ouercome with exceſic of ioy, which made the teares to trickle downe 
his cheekes,he proffered ro embrace and kiſle the Maide: bur ſhe rcfuling 
his kindneſlc, becaule (as yet) (hee knew no reaſon for it, he turned him- 
{cite to /acomino, ſaying. My deare brother and friend, this Maide is my 
Daughter, and my Houſe was the fame which Guzdorto ſpoyled, in the ge- 
ncrall hauocke of our City, and thence he carricd this child of mine, for- 
gotten (inthe fury) by my Wite her Mother. Burt happy was the houre 
of his becomming her Father, and carrying her away with him ; for elſe 
ſhehad pcriſhed in the fire, becauſe the Houſe was inſtantly burnt downe 
to the ground. The Mayden hearing his words, obſcruing him alſo to 
be a man of yeeres and gravity : ſhee belecucd what he ſaide, and humbly 
ſubmitted her ſelfe to his kiſſes & embraces,cuen as inſtructed thereto by 
inſtin of nature.Bernardino inſtantly ſent for his wife, ber owne mother, 
his daughters, ſonnes,and kindred,who being acquainted with this admi- 
rable accident,gaue her moſt gracious and kind welcomegherecciving her 
from Z4comino as his childe, and the legacies which Guidoteo had left her. 
When the Capraine of the City ( being a very wiſe and worthy Gen- 
tleman)heard theſe tydings,and knowing that Giovarrm, then his priſoner, 
| was 
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was the Sonto Bernardino, and naturall Brother to the newly recoucred 
Maide : he bethought himſelfe, how beſt he tight qualitie the fauke com- 
mitted by bim. And entring into the Hall among them), handled the mar- 
rer ſo diſcreetly , that aloumg league of peace was confirmed berweene 
Giouanni and Menghino, to whom (with tree and full conſent on all tides) 
the faire Maide, named Agatha, was giuen in marriage, with a more ho- 
roorable enlargement of her dowry, and Grize/o, with the reſt, deliucred 
out of priſon, whichfor their tumultuous riot they had iuſtly deſerued, 
XMenehino and Agatha had their wedding worthily follemnized , with all 
6ue honours belonging thereto;and long time after th: y liued in Faenz, 
} iohly beloued, and graciouſly cſteemed, 


Grion di Procida, berms found familiarly conner ſino with a you Dameſell, 
which be lowed; and had beene ginen ({ormerly)to Frede rigo,Kine of Sictlie: 
175 bound to 4 ſtake, to ve con(umed with fire. From which danger (newer- 
theleſſe) he eſcaped,betng knowne by Don Rogiero de Oria, Lord Admiral 
of Stcilie , and afterward married the Dameſell. 

| The {1xth Nouell, 

wherein is manifeſted, that loue can leadle a maninto numberleſſeperils: out of 

which he eſcapeth with no meane difficulty, 


He Nouell of Madam Nejphila being ended , which proned very 
pleaſing ro the Ladies: the Queepe commanded Madam Pampinea, 
that thee ſhould prepareto take her turnenext, whereto willingly obey- * 
ing , thus ſhee began, Many and mighty (Gracious Ladies) arc the pre- 
vailing powers of loue, condufing amorous ſoules iaro infinite trauels, 
with inconuenicnces no way auoidable, and not eaſily to be foreſeene,or 
prevented, As partly already bath beene obſcrued, by diucrs of our for- 
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mer Nouels related , and ſome (no doubt) to enſue hereafter; for one of 
them (comming now to my memory) I ſhall acquaint you withall, in ſo 
ood tearmes as I can. 

I{chiais an Iland very neere to Naples, wherein(not long ſince) liued a 
faire and loucly Gentlewoman, named ReJZitwia, Daughter to a Gentle. 
man of che ſame Ile, whoſe name was Marino Belgaro. A proper youth 
called Gnion, dwelling alſo in a neere neighbouring Iſle, called Procida, 
did louc her as dearely as his owne life, and the was as intimately affeted 
towards him. Now becauſethe ſight of ber was his onely comtert,as oc- 
caſion gaue him leauc;he reſorted to 7/ch1a very often in the day time,and 
as often alſo in the night ſeaſon, whenany Barque paſſed trom Procidato 
I(ch1a; if to ſee nothingelſe,yer to behold the walles that encloſed his Mi- 
{treſſe thus. 

While this loue continued in equall feruency, it chanced vpon a faire 
Summers day, that &eſtituta walked alone vpon the Sea-ſhoare , going 
from Rocke to Rocke, hauing a naked knife in her hand, wherewich (hee 
opened ſuch Oylters as ſhee tound among the ſtones, lecking for [mall 
pcarles encloſed in their ſhelles. Her walke was very lolitary and ſhady, 
with a faire Spring or well adioyningtoit, and chirhet (at rhar very inſtant 
timc) certainic Stctian young Gentlemen, which came from Naples, hail 

made their retrcatc, 1 ney pCcicciuing the Gentlewoman to be very beau-- 
ulull (hee as yet not having any fight of them) and infſuch a filen place 
alonc by herſclte : concluded rogether , to make a purchalc of hor, an; 
carry ber thence away with them; as indeed rhey did , notwithſtancing 
all lier 0t-cryes and exclsimes, bearing her pertorce aboard their Barque, 

Setting ſayle thence , they arriuedin Calabria, and then there grew a 
Erect contention betweene thein, to which of them this booty of beauty 
thould belong;becauſe each of them pleaded atitle to her, But when they 
coul.| not grow to any agreement,but doubted greater ditaſter would c:n- 
ſe thereon, by breaking rheir former leagne of friendſhip: by an cquall 
contormity in conſent, they refolued, to beſtow her as arich preſent, on 
Frelert:0 King of Sicalze, who was then young & touiall,and could not be 
pleated with a better gift; wherefore,they were no ſooner landed at Paler- 
»o, but they did according as they had determined. The King did com- 
mend [cr beauty extraordinarily,and liked her farre beyond all his othcr 
Loucs: but, being at that time empaired in his health,and his body much 
diſtempered by ill dyet ; he gaue command , that vntill he ſhould be in 
more able diſpoſition , ſhee muſt be kept in a goodly houſe of his own, 
erecd in a beautifull Garden, called the Cube, where ſhee was attended 
in moſt pompeous manner. 

Now grew the noyſe and rumor great in 1/ch4,about this rape or ſtea- 
ling away of &e/tituta; bur the chictcſt greeuance of all, was, that it could 
not be knowne how, by whom, or by what mcanes. But G#10n dt Procida, 
whom this injury concerned much morethen any other; ſto.1d not in ex- 
primen of berter tydings from 1/chia, but hearing what courſe the Barke 

ad taken, made ready another, to follow aftcr with all poſlible ; 
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Flying thus on the winged minds through the Seas, cuen from Ainerus, 
vnto the Scaleain Calabria, fearching for his loſt Love in every angle: at 
length it was rolde him at the Scalea, that ſhee was carried awa f CCI | | 
caine Sicilian Marriners, to Palermo , whither Guzon ſet ſayle immedi- | 
atcly, 

After ſome diligent ſearch madethere, he vnderſtood,that ſhe was de- { 
livered tothe King, and he had giuen ſtri& command, for keeping herin 
his place of pleaſure; calledthe Cube: which newes were not alittle gree- 
vous to him, for now he was almoſt quite out of hope, not onely of cuer 
enioying her, bur alſo of ſecing her. Neuertheleſſe, Lone would notlet 
hira vrrerly deſpaire, whereupon heſent away his Barque,and perceiving | 
himſclfe ro be vnknowne of any; he continued for ſome time 1n Palerme, ; 
walking many times by that goodly place of pleaſure. It chanced on a 4 
6ay,thac keeping his walke as he vicd ro doe,Fortune was fo favourable to ; 
him, asto let him hauea fight of het at her window ; from whence alſo y 
(heliad a full view of him, to their exceeding comfort and contentment. ih 
And Gziox obſeruing, that rhe Cave was ſeated in a place of ſmall reſort; 
approached {o.neere as poſhbly he durſt , to haue ſome conference with 
Rejlituta, 

As Loucſers akeene edge on the dulleſt ſpirit, and (by a ſmall aduan- 
tage) makes a man the more aducnturous : ſo this little time of vnſecne 
talke, inſpired him with courage, and her with witty aduice, by whar 
means his acceſſe might be much neerer to her, and their communicati- 
on concealed from any diſcovery, the ſcituation of rhe place, and benefir 

of oftime duly coniidered. Night muſt bethe cloud to their amorous con- 
cluſton, and therefore, fo much thereot being ſpent, as was thought con- 
venient, hereturned rhither againe, prouided of ſuch grappling-yrons,as 
is required when men will clamber , made faſt vnto his hands and knees; 
by their helpe he attained ro the rop of the wall, whence diſcending 
downe into the Garden, there he found the maine yard of aſhip,whereof 
before ſhee had pgiuen him inltruftion,and rearing it vp againſt her cham- 
ber window,made that his meanes tor aſcending thereto,thee hauing lefe _ 
it open for his calier entrance. | 

You cannot denie (faire Ladies) but here was a very hopefull begin- 
ning, and likely to haue as happy an ending, wercit not true Loues farall 
miſery, cucn in the very height of promiſed aſſurance, to be thwarted by 
vnkind prevention, and in ſuchmanner asI will tel] you. This night, in- 
tended for our Louers mceting, proued dilaſtrous and dreadfullto them 
both : for the King, who atthe firſt fight of Reſtztuta, was highly pleaſed 
with her excelling beauty;gaue order to his Eunuches andother women, | 
that a coſtly bathe ſhould be prepared for her,and therein to let her weare [ 
2way that night, becauſe the next day he intended to vilither. Reſtituts ( 
being royally condu&ed from her Chamber to the Bathe , attended on 

- with Torch-light,as if ſhee had been a Queene : none remained there be- 
hind, but ſuch women as waited on her, and the Guards without, which 
watched the Chamber. 
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No ſooner was poote Gian aloft at the window, calling ſoftly to hi; 
Miſtreſlc, as it ſhe had beene there; but he was over-heard by the women 
in the darke,and immediately apprehended by the Guard, who forthwith 
brought him betore the Lord Marſhall, where being ex2mined,and he a- 
vouching, that #eſ{1tuta was his eleted wife, and forher he had preſumed 
in that manner;cloſely was he keptin priſon till the next morning. When 
he came into the Kings preſence, and there boldly iwuſtihed the gooeneſle 
of his cauſe : Reitttuta hikewile was ſent tor, who no ſooner law her deare 
Louc Guan, but (hee ran and caught him faſt about the neckeifling bim 
intcares , and grecuing not a little at his hard fortune. Hercat the King 
grew excecdivgly enraged, loathing and hating her now,wuch more then 
tormerly he did affect her , and having himlclic lcene,, by what [trange 
meanes he did climbe over the wall, and then mounrec to her Chamber 
window; hewas extrcamely impatient, and could not otherwile be per- 
ſvaded,but that thcir meetings thus had beene very many. | 

Forthwith lic {entenced them both with death , commanding, that 
they (hou!d be conueyed thence to Palermo, and there (being lript ſtarke 
naked) be bound to a ſtake backe to backe, and ſo to ſtand the full ſpace of 
ninc hours, to ſee if any could rake knowiecge, of whence, or what they 
were; then afterward, to be conſumed with hire. The fentenceot death, 
did not ſo much caunt or diſmay the poore Lovers, as the vncmuill ard 
voiightly manner, which (11 fcaze of the K ngs wrathtull difpleature) no 
mai din (t preſume to contradict. VV heretore; as he had commancec, {0 
were thicy carried thence to Palermo, anc bourd naked to a ſtake in the 
opcn Market place , and ( before their eyes) the fire and wood brought, 
which was to conſume them, according ro the houre as the Kirghad 
appointed. You need not make any queſtion , what an huge concourſe 
of people were ſoone aſſembled rugerher, to behoid ſuch afad and wotull 
ſpectacle, cucn the whole City of Palermo, buth men and women. lhe 
men were {tricken with admiration, betolGing the vnequalled beauty of 
faire Vestituta, & the ele lame paiſion poſletied ihe women, ſceing Guian 
ro be ſuch a goodly and compleat your'g man: but the poore infortunate 
Louers themlſclues., they ſtood with their lookes deieted tothe ground, 
being much piticd of all, but no way to be holpen or reſcued by any, a- 
waiting when the happy houre would come , to finiſh both their ſhame 
and |11es rogether, 

During the time of this tragicall expeRation, the fame of this publike 
execution being noyled abroace, calling all people tarre and neere to be- 
holdit; it came totheeare of Dox Rogtero de Oria, a man of much admired 
valour, and then the Lord high Admirall of Sicily, w ho came hiniclte in 
perſon,to the place appointed for their death. Firſt he obſcrued the May- 
den,confefling her(1n his ſoule) to be a beauty beyond all compare. Then 
looking on the young man, thus he ſaide within himſclfe : Ifthe inward 
endowments of the mind, doe paralel| the outward pertefions of body; 
the \\Vorld cannot yeeld a more compleate man. Now, as good narures 
arcquicklyincited to compalkion(eſpecially in caſes almoſt commanding 
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it) and compaſſion knocking at the doore of the ſoule, doth quicken the 
memory with many paſſed recordations: ſo this noble Admirall,aduſcd- 
ly beholding poore condemned Gutop, conceiued, that he had ſomewhat 
(cene him betore this inſtant, and vpon this perſwafſion (even as it diuine 
vertuc had tutured his rongue) he ſaide : Is not thy narne Guion v1 Pro- 
crda f 

Marke now, how quickly mifery cau reccine comfort, vpon ſo poore 
and filly a queſtion; tor Guton began to eleuarc his deieted countenance, 
and looking on the Admirall, returned him this anſwere. Sir, heretoforc 
L hate been the man which you ſpake of;bur now,both that name and man 
muſt die with me. VVhat misfortune (quoth the Admirall) hath thus vn- 
kindly crolt thee? Loue (anſwered Gutop)and the Kings diſpleaſure. Then 
the Admirall would needs know the whole hiſtory at large, which briefly 
wastclared ro him, and hauing heard how all had happened; as he was 
turning his Horſe to ride away thence, Guton called to him, ſaying, Good 
my Lord, entreare one tauour for me, it poſhble it may be. What is that ? 
replycd the Admirall. You ſce Sir (quoth Gutop) thar I am very ſhortly 
to breathe my laſt; allthe grace which I doe moſt humbly entreate ys, rhar 
15] am herg with this chaſte Virgin, (whom I honour and louc beyond 
my life) and miſerably bound backeto backe : our faces may be twrned 
each ro other, to the end, that when the fire ſhall finiſh my hiſe,by louking 
on her , my ſoule may take her flight in full felicity. The Admirall ſmy- 
ling, ſaide; I will doe forthee whar I can, and (perhaps) thou mayeſt lo 
long looke on her, as thou wiltbe weary, and deſire to looke off her. 

Athis departure,he commanded them that had the charpe of this cxc- 
cution, to proccede no further, vntill they heard more from the King, to 
whom hee gallopped immediately, and alrhough hee beheld him to be 
very angerly moucd;yet he ſpared not to ſpeakein this manner. Sir,wher- 
in hauethoſe poore young couple oftended you, that are ſo ſhametully 
to be burnt at Palermo? The King rold him: whereto the Admirall (purſu- 
ing ſtill his purpoſe) thus replyed. Belceue me Sir, iftrue love be an of. 
fence,then theirs may be termed to be onezand albcir it did deſeruc death, 
yet farre be it from thee roinflictir on them : tor as faults doe ivſtly re- 
quire puniſhment, ſo doe good turnes as equally merit grace and requi- 
tall. Knoweſt thou what and who they are, whom thou haſt ſo diſhonou- 
rably condemned to the fire? Not I, quoth the King. VVhy then Iwilltell 
thee, anſwered the Admirall, that thou mayeſt take the better knowledge 
of them, and forbeare hercafter, to be ſo ouer-violently tranſported with 
anger. 

, heyoung Gentleman, is the Sonne to Landolfo di Procida,the onely 
Brotherto Lord 1ohn di Procida, by whole meanes thou becameſt Lord 
and King of this Countrey. The faire young Damoſell, is the Daughter 
to Marino Bolzaro,whoſe power cxtendeth fo tarre,as to preſeruc thy pre- 
rogatiue in 1/chia, which (bur for him) had long ſince beene out-rooted 
there. Beſide, theſe two maine motiues, to challenge iuſtly grace and fa- 
uour fromthee ; they are inthe floure and pride of their youth , hauing 
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long continued in loyall louc together,and compelled by teruency ofen- 
dearced affetion, not any wil to diſpleaſe thy Maicſty: they have offendec 
(af it may be termed an offence toloue, and in ſuch louely young people 
as they arc.) Canit thou then find in thine heart to lerthem die, whom 
thou rather oughteſt to honour , and recompence with no meane re- 
wards ? . 

When the King had heard this, and belecued for a certainty, that the 
Admirall told him nothing but truth : he appointed not onely, that they 
ſhould procceedeno further , but alſo was exceeding ſorrowtull for what 
he had done, ſending preſently to haue then releaſedfrom the Stake, and 
honourably to be brought before him. Being thus cnſtrudted in their ſe- 
ucrall qualities, and ſtanding in duty obliged, to recompence the wrong 
which he had done, withreſpeCtiue honours : he cauſed them to be cloa- 
thed in royall garments , and knowing them to be knit in vnity of ſoule: 
the like he did by marrying then ſollemnly rogerher, and beſtowing ma- 
ny rich gifts and preſents on them, ſent them honourably attented home 


tolſchia, where they were with much ioy and comfortreceiued, and li- 
ued long atter in great telicity. 


Theodoro falln? ia lowe with Violenta, the Daugvter to his Maſter, named 
Amarigo, and ſhee concerning with childe by him; was condemned tobe han- 
ed. As they were leading him to the Gallowes, beating and miſuſing him all 


the way : be happened to be knowne by his ewne Father, whereupon hee was 
releaſed, and afterward enicyed Voienta im marriage, 


The feuenth Nouell. 
iWherein is declared, the ſundry trawels and perilous accidents, occaſioned by 


thoſe two power full Commanders, Lowe and Fortune, the inſulting Tyrants 
oner humaine life. 


(3<atly were the Ladies minds perplexed, when they heard, that the 


rwo poore Louers werc in danger to be burned : but hcaringaiter- 
ward of their happy deliucrance, for which they were as ioytull againe 
vpon the concluding of the Nouell, the Quecne looked on Madam Lar- 
retta, enioyning her to tell the next Tale, which willingly ſhe vadertooke 
to doe, and thus began. 

Faire Ladies , at ſuch time as the good King william reigned in Secily, 
there lived within the ſame Dominions a young Gentleman, named S72- 
ior Amarigo, Abbor of Trapani, who(among his other worldly bleſſings, 
commonly termed the goods of Fortune) was not vnfurniſhed of chil- 
dren ; and therefore hauing neede of ſeruants, he made his proviſion of 
them as beſt he might. At that time, certaine Gallies of Gezeway Pyrates 
comming from the Eaſterne parts , which coafting long Armenia, had 
taken diuers children z he bought ſome of them, thinking that they were 
Turkes. "They all reſembling clowniſh Peazants , yet there was one a- 
mong them, who ſeemed to be of more tra&table and gentle nature, yea, 
and of a more aftable countenance then any of the reſi, being named, 
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Theodoro : who growing on in yeeres, (abeir he lived in the condition of 
a ſeruant) was educated among Amariezes Children,and as cnſiructed ra. 
ther by nature, then accident, his conditions were very much conmcn- 

dcd, as alſo the feature of his bedy, which proued ſo highly plealing to 

his Maſter Amarigo, that he made hima free man, and imagining 11m to 

be a Turke, cauſed him to be baprized,and named Pears, creating him (u- 

perintencent of all his affaires,and repoſing his chicteſt truſt in him. 


As the other Children of Si2nior Amarizo grew in veeres and ature, 
ſo did a Daughter of his, named Y7elenta, a very goodly and beautifull 
Damoſcll, ſomewhat ouer-long kept from marriage by her Fathers couc- 
touſneſle, and caſting an eye of good liking on poore Pedrs. Now, albcit 
ſhee loued him very dearely , and all his bchauiour was moſt plealing ro 
her, yet maiden modeſty forbad her to reueale it, till Lone(too long con- 
ccaled) muſt needes diſcloſe itſelte. VVhich Pedroatthe length tooke 
notice of, and grew ſo forward towards her in equality of afteion,as the 
very {ighc of her was his onely happineſle, Yet very fearefill he was.leaſt 
it ſhould be nored, either by any of the Houſe, or the Maiden her (clfc: 
who yet well obſerued it, and to her no meane contentment, as it appea* 
rcdno leſle (on the other {1de) to honeſt Pedro, 

VW hile thus they loued together meerely in dumbe ſhewes, notdaring 
to ſpeake to cach other, ( though nothing more Geſtred) ro find ſome calc 
in this their oppreſſing paſhons : Fortune, euen as if ſhee pitried their fo 
long languiſhing, enſtru&ed them how to find out a way, whercby they 
might both better releeuerhemſelues. Sigmor Amarizo, about ſome two 
or three miles diſtance from T74pant, had a Countrey-Houſe or Farme, 
whereto his Wite,with her Daughter and ſome other women,vſed often- 
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times to make their reſort , as it were in ſportfull recreation ; Pedro al. 
waycs being diligent to man them thither. One time among the ref}, 
it came to paſſe,as often it falleth out in the Summer ſeaſanythat the faire 
Skie became ſuddenly ouer-clouded , cuen as they were returning home 
rowards Trapant, threatning a ſtorme of raine to oucrtake them, EXCEPT 
they made the ſpeedicr haſte. 

Pedro, who was young, and likewiſe /7olenta, went farre morelightly 
then her Mother and her company, as much perhaps prouoked by louc, 
4s fearc of the ſudden raine falling, and paced on fotaſt beforethem,thar 
they were who!ly out of fight. After many flaſhes of hghtning , and a 
fey dreadfull ciappes of thunder, there fell ſuch atempeſtnous ſhower of 
havlc, as compelled the Mother and her traine to ſhelter themiſelues in a 
POOre Countrcy-mans Cottage. Pedroand Vielenta nauing no other re. 
tuye, ranne likewile 1nto a POOre Sheepe-coare, fo over ruined, as it was 
in d anger to fall on th.ir heads; for no body dweltin1t,neither ſtood any 
other hole necte it, and it was ſcarcely any (heker for rhem , how beir, 
nec{fliy entocceth tomake (hilt with the meaneſt. I hc ſtorme encr-a{1, 
more & more,ond they coueting to auoide it ſo well as they could, tiches 
ad dric nemmes were often intcr-uenredas Cumbiy (before)they were 
wont to doe, whea willng'y they could aftoord anotherkind of {pca- 
king. 

Atlaſt P-d4rotooke heart, and ſaile: T would this ſhower would nener 
ceaſe,that I might be alwayes where Tam. The like could I wiſh, antwe- 
red olenta, lo we werein a better place of ſafety. Thete wiſhes drew on 
other gentle language, with moceit kiſſes and embraces, the onely caſc to 
poore Louers ſoulcs; ſo that the raine ceafcd not till they had raken order 
for their oftner conuerltvg , and abſoJure pl;ghring of their faithes toge- 
ther. By this time the ſtorme was fairely over blowne , and they attcn- 
ding on the way, till the Mother and the reſt were come, with w hom they 
returned to Trapazr,where by witc and prouident meanes,they often con- 


ferred in private rogether, and cnioyed the benehit of their amorous de- 
ſires, yer free from any ill ſurmiſe or ſuſpition. 


Bur, as Lovers felicities arc (i[dome permanent, without one.encoun- 
tring crofle or other : ſo thele ſtone pleatures of Pedro and Y7olenta, mer 
with as ſowrea ſauce inthe farewell. For, ſhee prouecd to be conceiued 
with childe, then which could befall them no heauier afliftion,and Pearo 
fearing to looſe his lite therefore , determined immediate flight, and re- 
uealed his purpoſe to Yrolenta. Which when ſhe heard, ſhe told him plain- 
ly, that if hefled, forth-with ſhee would kill her ſelfe. . Alas deare Love 
(quorh Pedro) with whatreaſon can you wiſh my tarrying here ? This 
conception of yours,doth diſcouer our offence, which a Fathers pity may 
calily pardon in you: bur I beinghis ſeruant and vaſſall, ſhall be puniſhed 
both for your ſinne and mine,becauſc he will hauc no mercy on me. Con- 
tent thy ſelfe Pedro, replycd Yiolenta, I will take ſuch order for mine owne 
offence, by the diſcreete counſe!l of my loving Mother , that no blaie 
ſhall avy way be laide onthee, or fo much as g ſurmile, except thou wilt 
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no other remedy, but now at laſt it muſt needes be diſcouered ; went pri- 
uvately to her Mother, and (in teares) revealed her infirnuty, humbly cra- 
ving her pardon, and furtherance in hiding it from her Father, The Mo- 
thec being extraordinarily diſpleaſed, chidiog her with many ,arpe and 
angry ſpecches, would needes know with whom ſhee had thus offended. 
The Daughter {to keepe Pedro from any dereCtion) forged a Tale of her 
owne braine, farre from any truth indeede, which her Mother verily be- 
leening , and willing to prelerue her Daughter from ſhame, as alſo the 
ficrce anger of her Husband, he being a man of very implacable nature : 
conueyed hertothe Countrey-Farme, whither $799707 Amaricofildome 
or neuer reſorted, intending (vnder the ſhadow of fſickneſle) to ether lic 
inthere, withour the leaſt ſuſpition of any in Trapam, 

Sinne and ſhame can neuer be ſo cloſely carried, or clouded with the 
greateſt cunning; but truth hath a loop-light whereby to diſcoucr it,cuen 
when it ſuppoſeth it ſelfe jnthe ſureſt ſatety. For, on the very day of her 
deliveranc:;, at ſuch time as the Mother, and ſome few friends (iworne to 
ſecrecy) were about the bulineſle: St2nior Amarizo,hauing beene in com- 
- pany of other Gentlemen, to flye his Hawke atthe Riucr, ypon a ſudden, 
(but very vnfortunately , albeithe was alone by himſclfe ) ſtepr into bis 
Farme houſe, euen to the next roome where the women were, and heard 
the new-borne Babe to cry, whereat maruelling not alittle, he called for 
his Wife, to know what young childe cryed in his Houſe. The Mother, 
amazed at his ſo ſtrange comming thither,which neuer before lic had vied 
to doe, and pirtying the wotull diſtreſſe of her Davghter , which now 
could be no longer covered, reucaled what happened to Yiolenta, Bur 
he,bcing nothing ſoraſh in beliefe, as his Wite was,wade anſ{were,thart ir 
was impoſhible for his Daughter to be concejued with childe, becauſe he 
neuer obſerued thelcaſt ſigne of love im her to any man whatfocuer, and 
therefore he would be ſatisfied inthetruth , as thee expected any fauour 
from him, tor clſc there was no other way bur death. 

The Mother labourcd by all mcanes ſhee could deniſe, to pacific her 
Husbands fury, which proued all in vaine; for being thus impatient!y in- 
cenſed, he drew foorth his Sword , and ſtepping with it drawne into the 
Chamber(where ſhe had been deliuered ofa goodly Sonne) he ſaid vnt 
her. Either tell me who is the Father of this Baſtard, or thou and itſha 
periſh bothtogether. Poore Yzolenta,leſle reſpeting ber owne life, then 
the did the childes;forgot her ſollemne promiſe made to Pedro, and diſco- 
uered all. Which when Amarigo had heard, he grew ſo deſperately cn- 
raged, that hardly he gould forbeare from killing her. Bur after he had 
ſpoken what his fury enſtruted him , hee mounted on Horſe-backe a- 
gaine, rydingibacke to Trapant, where he diſcloſed the iniury which Pe- 
drohad done him, to anoble Gentleman, named Siznror Conrado , who 
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was Caprtaine for the King ouerthe City. 
Before poore Pedro could haue any intelligence, or {o much as ſuf] PC- 
£tcd any treachery againſt him; he was ſuddenly apprehended, and being 
calledin queſtion, ſtood not on any deniall, bur confeſſed truly what he 
had done : whereupon, within ſome few dayes after, he was condemricd 
by the Caprtainc, to be whipt to the place of execution, and afterward to 
be hanged by the necke. S/gntor Amarizo, becauſe he would cut off(at one 
and the {ame time) not onely the lives of the two poore Louers, but their 
childes alſo;as a franticke man,violently carricd trom all ſenſe ofco mpaſ- 
{ion, cuen when Pedro was led and wnhipt to his death: he mingled ſtrong 
poylon ina Cup of wine, deliuering itto a truſty ſervant of his owne,and 
a naked Rapier withall, peaking to him in this manner. Goecarry theſe 
two preſents ro my late Daughter Yiolznra, and tel] herfrom me, that jn 
this inſtant houre, two ſcuerall kinds of death are offered vito her, and 
one of them ſhe muſt make choyce of, either to drinke the poyſon,and ſo 
die, orto run her body on this Rapiers point , which it ſhe denie to doe, 
(hc ſhall be haled to the publike market place, and preſently br burned in 
the lipht of her lewd companion, according as ſhee hath worthily defer. 
urd, When thou Haſt delivered her this meſlage, take her baſtard brar, 
{o latcly ince borne, and daſh his braines our againſt che walles, and at- 
terwarc throw lim to my Dogges to icede on, 

\W hcn the Father had given this cruell ſentence, bothagainſt hisown 
Dauyhrer, and her young Sonne,the ſcruant, reacier trodoe culll,then any 
good,went tothe place where his Daughter was kept. Poore condemned 
Pedro, (as you hauc heard) was ledde whiprt to the Iybber, and paſling (as 
it plcaſcd the Captaines Ofhcers to guide him)by a tare Inne: at the ſame 
time were lodped there three chicte perſons of Armenia, whom the King 
of the Countrey had ſcnt to Rome, as Ambaſſadours to the Popes Hol!- 
neſle, to negociate aboat an important buſineſle neerely concerning the 
King and State. Repoling there tor ſome few dayes, as being much wea- 
ried with their journey, and highly honourcd by the Gentlemen of Tra- 
pam , eſpecially Szgmtor Amarizo z theſe Ambaſladours ſtanding in their 
wu rng window, heard the wotull lamcntations of Pedro in his paſlage 

Ls was naked from the middle vpward,and his hands bound faſt be- 
hind him, bur being well obſcrued by one of the Ambaſſadours, a man a- 
ged, and of great authority, named Phineo: he eſpicd a great red ſpot vp- 
pon his brealt, nor painted, or procured by his puniſhment, but naturally 
imprinted in the fleſh,whichwomen(in theſe parts) terme the Roſe. Vp- 
pon the {1ght hercof, he ſuddenly remembred a Sonne of his owne,which 
was ſtolne from him about fifteene yeeres before, by Pyrates on the Sea- 
coalt of Zai4z29, neuecr heating any tydings of him afterward. Vpon tur- 


ther con{ideration, and compairing his Sonnes age with the likelyhood 


of this poore wretched mans; thus he conferred with his owne thoughts. 
ifmy Sonne (quoth hc)be living, his age is cquallro this mans time,and 
by the redde blemiſh on his breſt , ir plainely ſpeakes him for to be my 
YOune, A Morcouer, 
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Morcouer, thus he conceiucd, that if it were he, he could not but re- 
member his ownenarmc, his Fathers,and the Armenian Language;where- 
fore, when hee was iuſt oppoſite betare the window, hee called aloud to 
him , ſaying : Theodero., Pedrohearing the voyce, preſently lifted vp his 
head,and Phineo ſpeaking Armenian, ſaide: Ot whence art thou, and what 
is thy Fathers name ? The Scrgeants (in reverence tothe Lord Ambaſla- 
dour) ſtayed a while, till Pedro had returned his anſwer, who faide. I am 
an Armenian borne, Sonne to one Phineo, and was brought hither I can- 
not ic]l by whom. Phineo hearing this, knew then aſſuredly, that this was 
the ſame Sonne which he had loſt ; wheretore, the teares [tanding in his 
eyes with conceite of toy: doxwne he deſcended from the window,and the 
other Awbaſſadours with him , running in among the Sergeamts ro em- 
brace hi Sonne, and caſting his owne rich Cloake about his whipt body, 
entreating them ro forbeare and proceed no further, till they heard what 
command he ihould returne withall vato them;which very willingly they 

romiſed to doe. 

Alrcady, by the generall rumour diſperſed abroade, Phin: had vnder- 
ſtood the occalion , why Pedrs was thus puniſhed , and leenced to be 
hanged; wherefore, accompanicd with his fellow Ambaſſadours, and all 
their attending traine, he went to S72zxror Conrado, and ſpake thus to him. 
My Lord,he whom you haue ſent to death/as a (laue,is a tree Gentleman 
borne, and my Sonne, able to make her amcnd«* whom he hath diſhono 
red, by taking her in matiage as his lawfull Wite. Let me therefore cn- 
ercats you,to make ſtay of the execution,vntiil it may be knowne, whether 
ſhe will accept him as her Husband,or no; leaſt (it ſhe be fo pleaſed) you 
offend direAly againſt vour owne Law. WV'hen S:7zmor Conrado heard, 
that Pedro was Sonne to the Lord Ambaſladour , he wondered rhiercat 
not alittle, and being ſomewhat aſhamed of his fortunes ercour, contel- 
ſed, that the claime of Phines was conformable to Law, and ought not to 
be denicd him ; going preſently ro the Councell Chamber, ſending for 
Sionior Amarizo wamediately thither, and acquainting himfully with the 
calc. 

Amarizo, who belecued that his Daughter and her Child were already 
dead , was the wotulleſt man in the World, tor his ſo raſh proceeding, 
knowing very well, that if ſhee were not dead, the ſcandall would eaſily 
be wipt away with credit. VVherefore he ſent in all poaſt haſte, co the 
place where his Daughter lay, that if his command were not already exc- 
cuted, by no meanestohaue it done at all. He who went on this {peedy 
errand, found there Swnior Amarigoes {eruant ſtanding before Yiolenra, 
with the Cup of poyſon in his one hand, andthe drawne Rapier in the 
other , reproaching herewith very foule and iniurious ſpeeches , becauſe 
ſhee had delayed the time ſo long,and would not _ the once or other, 
ſtriving (by violence) ro make her take the one. But hearing his Maſters 


command tothe contrary, heleft her, and returned backe to him,certify- 


ing him how the caſc ſtood. 
Moſt highly pleaſed was Amarige with theſe glad newes, and going to 
the 
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the Ambaſſadour Phineo, in teares excuſed himſelfe (ſo well as he conld) 
for his ſeucrity, and craiting pardon; aſſured him, that if Theod%r0 would 
accept his Daughtet in mariage, rgnen ih he would beſtow her on him. 
phineo allowed his excuſes to betollerable, and ſaide beſide; If my Sonne 
willnot mary your Davghrer, thet\let the ſentence of death be executed 
on him. Amarize and Phines being thus accorded, they went to poore 
Theodore, fearefully looking cucry minute when he ſhould die, yet ioyfull 
that he had found his Father, who preſently moued the queſtion to hitn. 
Theodbro hearing that F iolentaſhou! be his Wite, if he wouldfo accepr 
ter : Was oucrcome with ſuch exceeding ioy, aSif he had leapt out of hel! 
+110 Paradiſe;confefſing,thatnogreater felicity could befallhim.if /7o/+y- 
{4 her ſelfe were ſo well pleaſed as he: 

The like motion was madeto her, to wnderſtand her diſpoſition inthi* 
caſe, who hearing what good hap had befalne T heodoro, and now in like 
manner muſt happen to her: whereas not long before,when two ſuch vio- 
Icur deathes were prepared for her, and one of them ſhe muſt needes en:- 
brace, ſhee accounted her miſery beyond all other womens,butſhee no 
thought her ſelfe aboue all in happineſle, if ſhe mightbe wife to her belo. 
ucd T1404070, ſubmitting her ſelfe wholy to her Fathers diſpoſing. The 
mariagebcing, 3grced on berweenethem, it was celebrated with great 
pope and ſollemnity, a generall Feaſt being made forall the Cirizey;, 
3nd rhe young, maried couple nouriſhed vp theirſyeete Son, which grevy 
to be a very comely childe, | 

After that the Embaſſie was diſpatched at Rome, and Phineo (withthe 
reſt) was returned thither againe ; Yiolenta did reuerence him as her owne 
1aturall Father, and he was not a little proud of'fo louely a Daughter, ve- 
ginning afreth feaſting againe, and continving the ſame a whole monerh 
rogether, Within ſome ſhort while after,a Gailey beiog fairely furniſhed 
for the purpoſe, Phineo, his Sonne, Daughter, and their young Son went 


aboard, ſayling away thenceto Laia=zo, where afterward they lined long 
fn much tranquility. 


Anaſtaſio, a Gentleman of the Family of the Honeſti, by lowing the Daughter 
to Signior Paulo TraucrſarioJauiſhly waited a great part of his ſubſtance, 
without receining any loue from her againe, By perſwaſion of ſome of his 
kinared and friends, he went to a Countrey dwelling of his, called Chiaſſo, 
where be ſaw a- Knight deſperately purſue a youns Damaſel, whom be ſlew, 
and afterward gane her tobe deuoured by his Hounds. Anaſtaſio imuited 
bis friends, and bers alſo whom he ſo deiirely loued, to take part of a dinner 
with him, who likewiſe ſaw the ſame Dameſell ſo torne inpeeces : which his 
onkind Lone perceining, and fearing leaſt the like ill fortune ſhoald happen 
to her ;, ſhee accepted Anaſtafio to be ber Hasband, 

The cighth Nonell. 

Declaring, that Lone not onely mikes a van prodigall,but alfo an to him 
ſelfe. Moregner, aduemure oftentimes bringeth ſuch matters ro paſſe, 4s 

Wt and curinginwan can never vorfthernd, 
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 O ſoone as Madam Lawretta held her peace, Madam Philomena (by the 

Quecnes command) began, and ſaide. Loucly Ladies, as pitty 1s woſt 
highly commenJed.in our Sexe, cuen ſo is cruclty in vs as feucrely reven- 
gcd (oftentimes) by divine ordination. Which thar you may the better 
:now,and learne likewiſe to hun, as a deadly euil!; I purpoſe to make ap- 
parant by a Nouell,noleſle full of compaſſion, then deleQtable. : 
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Rauenna deing a very ancient City in Romania, there dwelt ſomctime a 
preat number of worthy Gentlemen,among whom I am to ſpeake of one 
more eſpecially, vamed AnaZaſio, delcended from the Family of the 119- 
neſt:, who by the death of his Father, and an Vnkle of his,was left extraor- 
dinarily abounding in riches; and growingto yeercs fitting for mariage, 
(as young Gallants are eaſily apt enough to doe) he became enamourcd 
of a very beautifull Gentlewoman , who was Daughter to S2xior Pauls 
Trauerſario, one of the moſt ancient and noble Fanulies in all the Coun- 
trey. Nor made he any doubr, but by his meanes and induſtrious ende- 
uour, to derive affection from her againe z forhce carried himelfe like a 
brave minded Gentleman, liberall in his expences , honelt and affable in 
all his ations, which commonly are the true notes of a good nature, and 
highly to be commended in any man. Bur, howſoeuer Fortune became 
his encmy, theſe }Jaudable parts of manhood c1d nor any way tricnd him, 
but rather appeared hurtfull co him: ſo cruel},vakind, and almoſt mcerely 
ſanage did (he ſhew her ſelfe ro him;perhaps in pride of her fingular beau- 
ty , or preſuming on her nobility by birth, both which arc on her blemi- 
ſhes,then ornaments in alwoman,eſpecially whenthey be abuſed. 

The harſh and vnciuill viage in her, grew very diitaſtcfull ro Ava#fto, 
and (o vnſufferable,rhat after along time ol fruitleflle ſeruice,required ſtill 
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with nothing but coy diſdain; deſperate reſolutions centred into his brain, 
and often he was minded to kill himſelte. But better thoughts ſupplan. 
ting thoſe furious paſſions, be abſtained from any ſuch violent at; 20. 
uerned by more manly conſideration, determined ghar as ſhe hated him, 
he would requite her with the like,it he could: wherein he became alto- 
gether decciued, becauſe as his hopes grew to a dayly decaying, yer his 
louc enlarged it ſelfe more and more. 

Thus 47a/taſio perſcuering (till in his booreleſle afte&tion, and his ey: 
Pences not \umited within any compaſle; it appeared in the iudgement of 
his Kindred and Friends, that he was falne into a mighty conſumption, 
both ot his body and meanes. In which reſpe&, many times they adui- 
(cd him to leaue the Ciry of Kavenna,andline in ſome other place for ſuch 
a iwhilc ; as mghtſer a more moderate ſtint ypon his ſpendings, and bri- 
dlc the ndiſcrecte courſe of his loue, the onely fuell which ted this furi- 

ous hire. 

Anaſtaſia held out thus along time, without lending an eare to ſuch 
friendly counſcll: but in the end, he was fo neere]y followed by them, as 
being no longer able to deny them, he promiſed to' accompliſh their re- 
queſt. \Whereupon, making ſuch extraordinary preparation,as ifhe wer 
to {ct thence for France or Spaine, or elſe into ſome further diſtant coun: 
trey : he mounted on horſebacke, and accompanicy with ſome few of his 
tumiliar friends, departed from Rawenya, and rode to a country dwelling 
houſe of his owne, about three or foure miles diſtant from the Cittic, 
which was called Chiaſ/o, and there (vpon a very goodly greene)creQing 
diuers Tents and Pauilhons, ſuch as great perſons make vic of in the time 
of a Progreſle : he ſaid to his friends, which came with him thither, thar 
there nee determined to make his abiding, they all returning backe vnto 
Kauenna, an! might come to viſite him againe fo oiten as they pleaſed. 

Now.,it came to paſſe, that about the beginning of May, it being then 

a very milde and ſerrene ſeaſon, and he leading there a much more mag- 
niticent life, then euer he had done before, - inuiting diuersto dine with 
hin this day, and as many to morrow, and not to leaue him till after ſup- 
per : vponthe ſodaine, falling into remembranct of his cruell Miſtris,hee 
commanded all his ſeruants to forbeare his company, and ſuffer him to 
walke alone by himſelfe awhile, becauſe he had occalion of priuate medi- 
tations, wherein.he would not (by any meanes) be troubled. It was then 
about the ninth houre of the day, and he walking on ſolitary all alone,ha- 
uing gone ſome halte miles diſtance from his Tents, entred intoa Groue 
of Pine-trecs, neuer minding dinner time, or any thing elſe,but only the 
vnkind requitall of his loue. 

Sodainly he heard the voice ofa woman, ſeeming to make moſt mourn- 
full complaints, which breaking ofhis ſilent conſiderations,made himto 
litt vp his head,to know the reaſon of this noiſe, VVhen he ſaw himſclfceſo 
farre entred into the Groue, before he could imagine where he was ; hee 
looked amazedly round about him, an4out ofa little thicker ofbuſhes & 


briars, roun4cngirt with ſpreading trees, hee eſpyed a young Damoſell 
come 


Gouerned by Madam Fiammetta: 
come running towards him, naked from the middle vpward, her haire di- 


ſheucllcd on her ſhoulders, and her faire skinne rent and torne with the 
briars and brambles, ſo that the blood ran trickling downe mainly ; ſhee 


weeping, wringing her hands, and crying out for mercy ſo lowde as ſhee 


could. Twoficrce Blood-hounds alſo followed fwiftly after, and where 
their teeth tooke hold, did moſt cruelly bite her. Laſt of all{/mounted on 
a luſty blacke Courſer) came gallopping a Knight, with a very ſterne and 
angry countenance, holding a drawne thort Swordin his hand , giving 
her very vile and dreadfull ſpeeches, and threatning eueric minute to 
kill her. 

This ſtrange and vncouth ſight, bred in him no meane admiration, as 
alſo kinde compaſſion tothe vnfortunate woman; out of which compal- 
ſion, ſprung an earneſt deſire, to deliuer her (if he could) from a death ſo 
full of anguiſh and horror : but ſeeing himſelte to be without Armes, hce 
ran and pluckt vp the plant of a Tree, which handling as if it had beene a 
ſtaffe, he oppoſed himſelte againſt the Dogges and the Kright, who ſee- 
ing him comming, cryed out in this manner to him Araſtaſic, put not 
thy ſelfe inany oppolition, but referre ro my Hounds and me, to puniſh 
this wicked woman as {he hath iuſtly deſerued « And in ſpeaking thele 
words, the Hounds tooke faſt hold on her body, ſo ſtaying her,vnti!l the 
Knight was come neerer to her, and alighted from his horle : when Ana- 
ſtaſo (after ſome other angry ſpeeches) ſpake thus voto him. I cannot tell 
what or who thou art,albcit thou takeſt ſuchknowledge of me: yet I muſt 
ſay, that it is meere cowardize in a Knight, being armed as thou art,to of- 
fer to kill a naked woman, and make thy dogges thus to ſeize on her, as if 
ſhe were a ſauage beaſt ; therefore beleeue me, I will defend her ſo farre 
asI am able. | 

Araſtaſio, anſwered the Knight, I am of the ſame City as thou arr,and 
do well remember, that thou waſt a little Ladde, when I (who was then 
named Guido Anaſtaſio, and thine Vnckle) became as intirely in love with 
this woman,as now thou art of Pazlo Trawerſarives daughter.But through 
her coy diſdaine and cruelty, ſuch was my heauy fate, that deſperately [I 
ſlew my ſelfe with this ſhort ſword which thou beholdeſt in mine hand : 
for which raſh ſinfull deede, I was and am condemned to cternall puniſh- 
ment. This wicked woman, reioycing immecaſurably in mine vnhappie 
death, remained no longtime aliue after me, and for her mercilefle finne 
of cruelty, and taking pleaſure in my opprefhing torments ; dying vnre- 
pentant, and in pride of her ſcorne, ſhe had the like ſentence of condem- 
nation pronounced on her, andſent to the ſame place where was tor- 
mented. 

There the three impartiall Iudges, wnpoled this further infli&tion on 
vs both; namely, that ſhee ſhould flyc in this manner before mee, and1I 
(who loucd her ſo deerely while Iliued)muſt purſue her as my deadly e- 
nemy, not like a woman that had any taſte ofa inher. Ando often 


as I can ouertake her, I am to kill her with this ſword, the ſame Weapon 
wherewith I flew my ſelfe. Then am I cnioyned , therewith to open her - 
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accurſed body,and teare out her hard and frozen heart,with her other in. 

wards, as now thou ſeeſt me doc, which I giue vnto my hounds to feede 
on. Afterward, ſuch is the appointment of the ſupreame powers, thar 
ſhe re-aſſumerh life againe, euen as if ſhe had not bene dead ar all,and fa). 
ling to the ſame kinde of flight, I with my houndes am ſtill to follow her, 
without any reſpitc or intermiſhon. Euery Friday, and iu} at this houre, 
our courſe is this way, where (hee ſuftereth the juſt puniſhment infliteg 
on her. Nor do we reſt any of the other dayes, but are appointed vnto 9- 
ther places, where ſhe cruelly executed her malice againſt me,being now 
(ol her dear affetionare frend)ordained to be her endleſſe enemy,and to 
purſuc her in this manner) for ſo many yceeres, as ſhe exerciſed monthes 
of cruelty rowards me. Hinder me not then, in being the executioner of 
divine juſtice; for all thy interpolition is but in vaine, in ſecking to croile 
the appointment of {upreame powers. | 

Anaſtaſiohauing attentiuely heard all this diſcourſe, his haire ſtoode 
vpright like Porcupines quils, and his ſoule was ſo ſhaken with the terror, 
that he {tepr back to ſufter the Knight ro doe what he was enioyned , loo- 
king yet with imilde commitleration on the poore woman , Who knee- 
ling moſt humbly betore the Knight,& ſternly ſeiſed on by the two blood 
hounds, he opened her breſt with his weapon, drawing foorth her heart 
and bowcl;, winch inſtantly he threw to the dogges, and they deuoured 
them very greedily. Soone after, the Damoſell /as itnone of this puniſh- 
ment had bene inflicted on her) ſtarted vp ſodainly, running amaine to- 
wars the Sca ſhore, and the Hounds (ſwiftly following her,asthe Knight 
did thc hike, after he had raken his {word,and was mounted on horſcback; 
ſo that 457470 had ſoon loſt all ſight of them,and could nor gefſe whar 
was become of them. 

Atcer he had heard anc obſerued all theſe things, he ſtoode awhile as 
contounaed with feare and pitty, like a fimplefilly man, hoodwinkt with 
his owne palsions, notrknowing the ſubtle enemies cunning illuſions, in 
oftering talleluggeltions ro the fight, tro worke his owne ends thereby, & 
encreaſe thenumber ot his deceiucd ſeruants, Forthwith hee perſwaded 
himfelf,chat he might make good vſe of this womans tormenting, ſo iuſt- 
ly impoſcd on the Krigat to proſecute, if thus it ſhould continue ſtill euc- 
ry Friday. \Wheretore,ſettinga good note or marke vpon the place, hec 
returned backe to his owne people, and at ſuch time as hee thought con- 
ucnient, ſent for divers of his kindred and friends from Ravenna, who bee 
ing preſent with him,thus eeſpake to them. 

Deare Kinſmen and Friends, ye haue a long while importuned mee, to 
diſcontinue my ouer-doating loue to her, whom you all chink,and I find 
ro be my mortall enemy : as allo, to giue ouer my lauiſh expences,where- 
in [ confeſle my ſelfe roo prodigall ; both which requeſts of yours, Twill 
condiſcend to, prouided, that you wil performe one gracious fauour for 
mee; Namely, that on Friday next, Signior Paulo Trauerſario,his wite, 
daughrer, with all other women linkedin linage to them, and ſuch beſide 
onely as you ſhall pleaſero appoynt , will vouchſafe to accept a dinner 
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hcere with mee ; as for the reaſon thereto mOOuing mee, V ot ſhall then 
more art large be acquainted withall. This appearcd no difficult martc1 
tor them to accompliſh : : whereforc, being returned to Rawenn, ind 25 
they found the time an{werablero their purpoſ:, they invited {uch as A- 
»aſtafio had appointed the. Andalthough they found it lomwhat : n hard 
matter, to gain her company whom he ſodeerely aftectcd ; yer notwith- 
ſtanding, the other women won heralong with them. 

A moſt magnificent dinner had Anaſtaſi o prouided, and the tablcs wer 
coucred vnder the Pinc- trees, where hee law the cr: 1 Lady fo purſued 
and {laine : directing the ouelts ſ0intheir tt: ring, th: ttheyong o Guntle- 
woman his vnkinde Miſtreſle, ſate with her face oppolite vnto the pla ACC, 
where the diſinall ſpeacle was to be ſeene, Abourthe cloting vp of din 
ncr, they beganne to hearc thenoile of the povIc proſcutcd Won: 

W hich drouc :rhem al ro much admiration;dcfiring ro know what it w::s 
and no one reſoluing them, thcy aroſe from thetables, and lookin: ad: 
rcetly as the noiſe came to them, they clpicd the w oful] W: wman, the 


Doeges eagerly purſuing her ; andthc:rmed Knight on ork ite 01h 
lopping fiercely after them with his drawn we: pon, and came very nv 
vnro the company, who cryed out with lowd cxcl:mes againſe the do's 


"W 


and the Knight, ſtepping forth in aſſiſtance of the inivuricd woman. 

The Knight ſpakev nto them, as formerly hee had done to Anay7i/to 
(which maderhem draw backe, 'polſctſi; d with fcareand admiration) Q- 
cting the ſame cruclty as hec didthc Friday before, Bo difterins guy he 
jca(t degree. Moſt of the Gentlewomen there preſc nt, DCINY NCCLE 
edto the vnfortunate Woman, and likewiſe tothe Knivhr, reme es, In 
well both hislouc and death, did ſhcdtcares as ple mifully, a2S1f it hadb.n 
tothe very perſons them: Jes, in viſtall pcrtormance of the action j1n- 
deede. Which tragicall Scene being paſled oucr, and the Woman and 
knight gone out of their ſight : all that had ſeenethis ſtr aunge accident, 
tc]l into diverſity of confuſed opinions, ycrnot daring ro diſcloſe they, 
as doubting ſome further dangerto enſue thereon. 

But beyond al thereſt, none could compare in fearc and afoniſſincent 
withthe cruell yong Maideaffected by Anaſtaſtio, who both {uv and ob- 
ſerued all witha more inward apprehenſion, knowing very well,th. the 
morall of this diſmall ſpeRacle, carricda much necrer application to het 
thenany orher in| the company. Fornow ſhe could callto mind,how 
vakindeand cruell ſhe had ſhewn her ſelte to Anaſtaſio, cuen as the oche. 
Gentlewoman formerly did to her Louer, ſtillflying trom him in great 
contempt and ſcorne : for which, ſhee -thought the Blood- hounds allo 
purſued herat the heeles already, andafivord ofduc Vengeance to man- 
gle her body. This fearegrew ſo powerfull in her, thar, to preuent the 
like heauy doomefrom falling on her; ſhe ſtudicd (by all herbeſt & com- 


mendable meancs, and therein beſtowed all the night ſeaſon) how to: 


change her hatred into kinde loue, which at the Iengrh thee fully obtay- 
ncd, and then purpoſed to proſecute i in this manner, 
Secretly ſhe ſent a faithfull Chamber-maide of her own, to orcere 
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which (wich honour) he could requeſt of her, Whereto Anaſtafioanſye. 
rod, tht he accepted her meſſage thankfully, and defired no other tauor 
at her hand, bur that which ſtood with her owne offer, namely. to bc his 
Witc in honourable marriage, The Maide knowing {ufhciently, that hee 
could nor be more defirous of the match, then hcr Miſtrefſe ſhewed her 
{cltc ro be, made antwere in her name, thatthis motion would bee moſt 
vwcolcometo her. 

Hecr upon, the Gentlewoman her ſelte, became the ſolicirour to her 

Father and Mother, telling them plainly, thatſhe was willing to beethe 
VVilc of Anaſtaſio: which newes did lo highly content them, that vppog 
the Sunday ncxt following, the mariage was very worthuly tollemnized, 
and rhey lucd and loucd together very kindly. Thus the diuine bounty, 
Gut of the malignant enemies ſecret machinations,can caule good effect; 
roan and fneecede. For, from this conceite of feartull imagination in 
cr. notoncly happened this long defired conucrſton, of a Maide {o ob- 
ſtinacly [{coratull and proud : but Iikewtle al the women of Ravenna(b: 
Inv admonithed by ner example) ercw afterward more kinde and tracta- 
blutomons hont motions, then cuer they ſhewed themleclues before , 
Anl{ltmcmakelymevichercot (faire Ladics) ro you, not to ſtand o- 
ucr-niccly conceited of your beauty and good parts, when men (grow- 
nz cnamred of you by-them) folicite you with their beſt and humbleſt | 
ſ[urutces, Remember thenthis diſdaintull Gentlewoman, but more eſpc- 
Clally cr, who being the dearth of fo kindea Loucr, was therefore con- 
domned ro perperuall puniſhment, and hee made the mintiſter rhereot, 
vhoin the had caſt oft with coy difdainc, from which I with your minds 
to dC as free, as mine 15 ready to do you any acceptable {eruice. 


Fredcrigo, of the Alberight Family, loued a Gentlewoman, and was not re- 
quited with like [one againe. By bountifull expences, and ouer liberall inut- 
tations, he waſted and conſumed all his lands and goods, haning nothins left . 
him, but a Hawke or Faulcon. His unkinde Miſtreſſe happeneth to come vi- 

fite him, and he nat hauing any other foode for her dinner ; made a daintie 
aiſh of bus Faulcone for ber to feede on. Being conquered by this his exceed: 
ing kinde courteſiezſhe changed her former hatred towaraes him, accepting 
hin as her Wiusband in marriage , and made him a man of wealthy poſſej)i- 
ONS. 

Theninth Nouell, 

i\Vhercin is figured to thelife, the notable kindne(/e and courteſie, of 4 true ana 
conſtant Lower : As alſo the magnanimous minde of a famoms Lady. 


Adame Philomena hauing finiſhed her diſcourſe,the Queene percei- 
uing, that her turne was the next, inregard of the priuiJedge gran- 
ted to Dronens, with a {miling countenance thus ſhe ſpake, Now or neueT 


an I co maintaine the order which was inſtirured when we begann* this 
com* 
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commendable exerciſc,whereto I yecld with all lumble obudience. And 
(worthy Ladics) Lam to acquaint you wuha Noucll, in fone foit en- 
{werablcto the precedent, not oncly to lt you know, how powertull, 
your kindneſſcs do preuaile, in ſuch as hauca tree and genile toulc : but 
alſo ro aduie you, in being bountitull, where vere doth ivitly chalenve 
it. And CUCTMOrce, let your faOours {11nc On Worthy defcruci S, Wit OUT 
the direction of chaunce or Fortune, who ncucr beltowethany vitt by / 
diſcretion ; but raſhly without confideration, cucn the hritthe blud- 
ly mects withall. 
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Youareto vndcritand then, that Coppo dt Borgheſe Domenicht,w11o was 
of our owne City, and pcriuups (as yer) his name remainerh in 2reat and 
rcuerend authority, now in thee dayes of ours, as well deſeriing cternal 
memory ; yet more {or his vertues and commendable qualities,then any 
boaſt of Nobility from his predeccflors. This man,being well entred in- 
to yeares, and drawing towards the finiſhing ot his daycs ; it was his on- 
ly delight and telicity, in conucrſation among his ncighbours, to talke of 
matters concerning antiquity, *and ſome other things within compaſlc 
of his owne knowledge : which he would delwer in ſuch {ſingular order, 
(hauing an abſolute memory) and with the beſt Language, as veric tew 
ornone could do the like. Among the multiplicity of his queint c<i{cour- 
les, I remember hetold vs, that fomerime there liucd in Florence ayong 
Gentleman, namcd Frederigo, Sonne to Signior Pheleppo Alberigho, who 
was held and reputcd, both tor Armes, and all other actions beſceming a 
Gentleman, hardly to haue his equall through all Tuſcany. 

This Frederizo (as it is no rarc matter in yong Gentlemen)became en- 
amored of a Gentlewoman, named Madam Grana,who was cltecmed(in 


her 
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hertime)to be the faireſt and moſt gracious Lady in all Florence. In which 
reſpec, and to reach the height of bis deſire, he mace many ſumptuous 
Feaſts and Banquets, louſtes, Tiltes, Tournaments, and all other noble 
ations of Armes, beſide, ſending her infinite rich and coſtly preſents, 
making ſpare of nothing, bur laſting all out in lauiſh expence. Notwith- 
ſtanding, ſhee being no leſſe honeſt then faire, made no reckoning of 
wharſocuer he did for her ſake,or the leaſt reſpett ot his owne perſon. So 
that Frederigo, ſpending thus daily more , then his meanes and ability 
could maintaine,and no {upplies any way redounding to him,or his facul. 
ties (as very caſily they might) diminiſhed in ſuch ſorr, thathe became ſo 
poore; as he hadnothing left him, but a ſmall poore Farme to liue vpon, 
the lilly reuenewes whereof were ſo meane,as ſcarcely allowed him meat 
and drinke; yet had he a Faire Hawke or Faulcon, bardly any where to be 
fellowed, fo expeditious and ſure ſhe was of flight, His low ebbe and po- 
uerty, no way quailing his loue tothe Lady, but rather ſetting a keener 
edpethereon ; he ſaw the City life could no longer containe him, where 
molt he coueted to abide : and therefore, betooke hiroſelfe to his poore 
Countrey Farme, to let his Faulcon pert him his dinner and ſupper, pati- 
ently [upporting his penurious eſtate, without ſuite or meanes makingto 
one, for helpe or relicte in any luch neceſlity. 

VVhile thus he continued in this extremity, it came to paſle, that the 
Husband tro Madam Gaya fel! ſicke, and his debility of body being ſuch, 
as lirtle,or no hope of life remained : he made his laſt will and teſtamenr, 
ordaining thereby, that his Sonne(alrcady growne to indifferent ſtature) 
ſhould be hcire ro all his Lands and riches , whercin hee abounded very 
greatly. Next vnto him, it he chanced to die without a lawfull heire, hee 
lubliſtured his Wife, whom moſt dearely he affe&ed, and ſo departed 
out of this life. Madam Gans being thus left a widow;as commonly ir is 
the cuſtome of our City Dames, during che Summer ſcaſon, ſhee went 
toa Houſe of her owne in the Countrey, which was ſomewhat neereto 
poore Frederizoes Farme , and where he liued in ſuch an honeſt kind of 
contented pouecrty. | 

Hereupon, the young Gentleman her Sonne, taking great delightin 
Hounds and Hawkes; grew into familiarity with poore Frederigo,and ha- 
uing {ecne many faire flights of his Faulcon,they pleaſed him {o extraor- 
dinarily, that he carneſtly deſired to enioy her as his owne ; yetdurſt not 
moue the motion for her , becauſe he ſaw how choycely Frederigeeſtec- 
med her. Virhin a ſhort while after,the young Gentleman, became very 
Iicke , whereat his Mother greeued exceedingly, (as having no more but 
be , and therefore loucd him the more entirely ) neuer parting from him 
eithcr nighr or day, comforting him ſo kindly as ſhee could, and deman- 
ding, it he had a deſire to any thing, willing him to reucale it, and aſſuring 
him withall, that (if it were within the compaſle of poſhbilicy) he ſhould 
haucir, The youth hearing how many timesſhee had made him theſe 

oftcrs, and with ſuch vchement proteſtations of performance, at laſt thus 


ſpake. 
Mother 
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Mother (quoth he) if you can doe ſo much for me, as that I may haue 
Frederigoes Faulcon, I am perſwaded, that my icknefle ſoone will ceaſe. 
The Lady hearing this, ſate ſome ſhort while muling to her ſelte, and be- 
gan to conlider,what (hee might beſt doe to compaſle her Sonnes deſire: 
tor well ſhee knew, how long atime Frederigo had moſt louingly keptir, 
not ſuffering it euer to be out of his fight. Moreouer, ſhee remembred, 
how carneſt in afteion he had beene to her,neuer thinking himſelte hap- 
py, but onely when he was in her company ; wherefore, ſhecentred into 
this private conſultation with her owne thoughts. Shall Iſend, or goc 
my ſelfe in perſon , torequeſt the Faulcon of him, it being the beſt thar 
cuer flew ? Itis his onely Iewell of delight, and that taken trom him, no 
longer can he with to liue in this World. How farre then voide of vn- 
derftanding (ball I ſhew my lelte, to rob a Gentleman of his ſole tchcity, 
hauing no other toy or comfort left him ? Theſe and the like conſiderari- 
ons, wheeled about her troubled braine, onely in tender care and love to 
her Sonne,p2r{[wading her ſelfe aſſuredly,thai the Faulcon were her own, 
it ſhee would but requeſt it : yer not knowing whereon it were belt to re- 
ſoluc, ſhee returned no anfwer to her Sonne, but ſate ſtill in her {ilent me- 
ditations. Ar the length, lone to the youth, ſo prevailed with her, that 
ſhe concluded on his contentation, and (come of it what could ) thee 
would not ſend for it; but goe her ſelfe in perſon to requell it, and then re- 
turne home againe with it, whereupon thus ſhe ſpake. Soane, comtort 
thy ſelfe, and letlanguiſhing thoughts no longer offend thee : forherel 
promiſe thee, that the firſt thing I doe to morrow morning, , ſhall be my 
1ourney for the Faulcon, and aflure thy ſelte,that I will bring it with me. 
\Vhereat the youth was ſo joyed,that he imagined, his {icknetle began in- 
ſtantly a little to leauc him, and promiſed hicn aſpecdy recouery. 

Somewhat early the next morning, the Lady, in care of her {icke Sons 
healch, was vp and ready betimes,and taking another Gentlewoman with 
her; onely as a mornings recreation, thee walked to Frederigoes poore 
Countrey Farme, knowing that it would not a little glad him to ſee her. 
Ar the time of her arrivall there, he was (by chance) in a filly Garden,on 
the backe-ſide of his Houſe, becauſe (as yet) 1t was no convenient time 
for flight : but when he heard, that Madam Grana was come thither, and 
deſired to haue ſome conference with him; as one almoſt confounded 
with admiration,in all haſte he ran to her,and ſaluted her with moſt hum- 
ble reverence. Shee in all modeſt and gracious manner, requited him 
with the like ſalutations , thus ſpeaking to him. Szmor Frederizo , your 
owne beſt wiſhes befriend you, Il am now come hither , to recompence 
ſome parr of your paſſed tmuailes, which heretofore you pretended to 
ſuffertor my ſake, when your loue was more to me, then did well become 
you to offer, or my ſelfe to accept. Andluch is the nature of my recom- 
pence, that I make my ſelfe your gueſt, and meanethis day to dine with 
you,as alſo this Gentlewoman, making no doubt of our welcome: wherc- 
to, with lowly reuerence, thus he replyed. 


Madam, 1 doe not remember, that cuer I ſuſtaincd any loſe or hinde- 
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rance by you, butrather {0 much good, as if I was woorthany thing, ir 
proceeded from your great deſcruings, and by the ſcruice in which I did 
ſtand cngagedtro you. Bur my preſent happinefſe canno way bee equal. 
Icd, deriucd from your ſuper-abounding gracious fauour,and morethen 
common courle of kindnefle, vouchſating (of your owne liberal nature) 
to come and viſit ſo poorea ſeruant . Oh that I had as muchto ſpend 2- 
41NC, as hecrctofore riotouſly I haue run thorow : W hata welcom wold 
Y Our poor Hoſt beſtow vponyou, torgracing this homely houſe with 
your diuine preſence © With rhelc wordes, hee conducted her into his 
houſe, and then into his ſimple Garden, where having! no conueniene 
company for her, he ſaide. Madam, the pouerty ofthis place is ſuch,that 
it iffoordeth none tit I Tr your conuerlation : tius poore woman, wite to 
an honeſt Husbandman will attend on you, iwhule I (with ſome ſpecde) 
ſhall make ready dinner. 

Poore F rederioo, alchough his necefiry was extreame, and his oreefo 
orcar, remcembring his former inordinate expences, a moity whercof 
would now hauc ſtood him in ſome ted, yer hee hada heart as free and 
forward 45 cucr, not a totte detected in his minde, though vrrcrly oucy- 
throwneby Fortune. Alas! how was his good ſoulc afflicted, that he had 
nochinz wherewirh ro honor his Lady 2 Vp and downe he runnes, one 
whulethis way, then againc another, cxclaiming on his diſaſtrous Fare, 
Itke a man enraged, or bereft of lenſes : tor he had not one peny of mon 
ncitacr pawne or pledge, wherewith ro procureany . Thetime haſted 
on, and he wouid gladly (though in meane meaſure) exprefſe his honou- 
rable reſpc& ofthe Lady, To begge of any, his nature denicd it, andto 
borrow hc could not, becaulc his neighbours were all as needic as him- 
[cltc. 

Atlaſt, looking round abour, and ſceing his Faulcon ſtanding on her 
pcarch, which hc fclto be very plumpe and far, being voide of all other 
hclpes in his neede, and thinking her to be a Fowle meete for ſo Noble a 
[.ady to teede on : without any turthcr demurring or delay, he pluckt off 
hcrnecke, and cauſed the poore woman preſently to pull her Feathers : 
which bcing done, he put her onthe ſpit, and in ſhort time ſhe was dain- 
rily roaſted. Himſclte coucred the table,ſcr bread and ſalt on,and laid the 
Napkins, whercot hc had but a few left him. Going then with chearfull 
lookes into the Garden, telling rhe Lady thatdinner was ready, and no- 
thing now wanted, but her preſence. Shce, and the Gentlewoman went 
tn, and bcing ſeatcd ar the table, not knowing what they fed on, the Fal- 
con was all their foode; and Frederigonot a little 10yfull, that his credite 
was ſo well ſauced. Whenthey wereriſen from the table, and had ſpcnt 
lome {mall time in familiar conference : the Lady thought it fitte, to ac- 
quaint him withthe reaſon of her comming thither, and therefore(in ve- 
ry kinde manner) thus began, 

Frederigo, if you do an remember your former carriage” towards me, 
asalſo my many modeſt and chaſte denials, which (perhaps) you thoght 
ro {auour ofa harſh, cruell, and va-womanly nature : I make no . 
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but you will wonderar + * rh preſumption, when you vnderſtande 

the occaſion, which expreſlely mooucd meto come hither. Bur if you 

- werepoſleſied of children, or euer hadany, wherby you might compre- 
hend what loue (innature) is due vnto them: then I durſt aflure my (elf, 
chat you would partly hold mec exculed. 

Now, in regard that you neuer hadany, and I my ſelfe (for my 
patt)haue bnt onely one, I ſtand not excmpted trom thoſe Lawes,which 
arein commonto other mothers. And being compelled to obey the po- 
iwer of thoſe Lawes; contrary to mine owne will, and thoſeduties which 
rcaſon ought to maintaine: I am to requeſt ſuchagitt of you, which I am 
certaine, that you do make moſt precious account of, as in manly cquity 
you cando no lefle, For, Fortune hath bin ſo extreamly aducrſc to you, 
that ſhe hath robbed you of all other pleaſures, allowing youno comfort 
or delight, but onely that poore one, which is your faire Faulcone. Of 
which Bird, my Sonne is become ſoſtraungeiy deſirous, as, if I doe not 
bring it to himat my comming home; I teare {o much the extreamity of 
his ſickneſle, as nothing can cnſuethereon, but his loſſe of life. Where- 
forc I beſeech you, not in regard of the loue you hauc born me, for ther- 
by youſtand no way obliged : but in your owne true gentle nature (the 
which hath alwayes dcclarcditſclte ready in you, to do more kinde ofi- 
ces generally, then any other Gentlemanthat I know) you will be plea- 
{cd to giue her me, orar theleaſt, ler me buy her of you . Which it you 
do, I ſhall freely then confeſſe, that onely by your 'meanes, my Sonnes 
life is ſaued, and wee both ſhall for euer remaine engaged to you. 

When Frederigo had heard the Ladiesrequeſt, which was now quite 
out of his power to graunt, becauſe it h2d bene her ſeruice at dinner : he 
ſtoodlike a man meerely dulled in his fences, the tcarrs trickling amaine 
downe his checks : and he norabletovrter one word. Which ſhee per- 
ceiuing, began to coni-Eture immediately, that theſe teares and paſſions 
proceeded rather from greefe of minde, as being loathcr to part with his 
Faulcon, then any other kinde of marter : which made her readieto ſay, 
that ſhe would not hauc it. Neuerthelefle ſhee did not ſpeake, bur rather 
carried toattend his anſwer. Which, after ſome ſmall reſpire and pawſe, 
he returned inthis minner. 

Madame, fincethe houre, when firſt mine aftection became ſoly de- 
uoredto your ſ-ruice; Fortune hath benecrofle and contrary to mce, in 
many occaſions, as iaftly,and in good reaſon I may complain of her. Yer 
all ſeemed light and eafic to be indured,in compariſon of her preſent ma- 
licious contradiction, to my vrter ouerthrow, and perpetuall molleſtari- 
on. Conſidering, that youare come hither to my poore houſe , which 
(while I was rich and able) you would not ſo much as vouchſafeto look 
on. Andnow you haue requeſted a ſmall matter of mee, whercin ſhee 
hath alſo moſt crookedly thwarted me, becauſe ſhe hath diſabled mee, in 
beſtowing ſo meane a gift, as yourſelfe will confeſſe, when it ſhallberc- 
lated to you in very few words. 

SofooneasT heard, thatitwas your gracious pleaſure to dine with 
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me, hauing regard to your excellency, and what (by merit) is iuſtly due 
vnto you : Ithought ita part of my bounden durie, tocntertaine you 
with {uch cxquiſitc viands, as my poore power could any way compas, 
and farre beyond reſpect or welcome, to other commonand ordinarie 
pcrſons. Whereupon, OY my Faulcon, which nowcyouaske 
for. and her goodnefle, cxcelling all other of her kinde; I ſuppoſed, thar 
(hc would makea dainty diſh for your dyet, and hauing dre hir,fo well 
as I could deuiſe to do : you haue ted hartily on her, and I am proud that 
I hauc ſo well beſtowne her. Bur percetuing now , that you would haue 
her tor your ficke Sonne; it isno meane atflictionzonee, that T am difa- 
bl-d of yeclding you contentment, which all myliferimec I haue deſired 
to doe. 

Toapproue his words,the feathers, feete, and beake were broughr in, 
which when ſhe ſaw, ſhe greatly blamed him tor killing ſo rarea Falcon, 
ro content the appetite of any woman whatſocuer, Yet ſhe comm-nded 
his heivht of ſpirit, which pouerty had no power toabaſe. Laſtly, her 
hopes being fr aſtrare tor entoying the Faulcon, and tearing beſides the 
health other Sonne : ſhethanked Frederzzo for! his honorable kindnetle, 
returning home againe fad and melancholly. Shortly after, her ſonneci- 
ther 2rceuing rhat he could nor haue the Faulcone, or by extreamity of 
tus diſcaſe, chanced to dye, leauing his mother a moſt wofull Lady. 

After to much time was expired,as conueniently might agree with ſo- 

row and-mourning ; her Brethren made many motions to her, to joyne 
her ſclfe in marriage againe, becauſe ſhe was extraordinarily rich, andas 
yer but yong in yearcs. Now,although ſhe was well contented neuer to 
be marricd any more, yer being continually emportuned by them, and 
remembring thc honorable honeſty of Frederigo, his laſt poore, yet mag- 
nificent dinner, in killing his Faulcone for her ſake, ſhee {aideto her Bre- 
thren. This kinde of widdowed eſtate doth ike meſo well, as willingly I 
would ncuer leaue it : burſccing youare fo earneſt for my ſecond marri- 
age, lct me plainly tell you, that I willneuer accept of any other husbad, 
bur onely Frederigo ds Alberino. 

Her brethren in ſcornfull manner reprooued her, telling her, thar hee 
was a begger, and had nothing lettro keepe him 1n the world. I knowe it 
well (quoth ſhe) and am heartily ſory for it. Bur give me a manthat hath 
ncede of wealth, rather then wealth that hath neede of a man. {The Bre- 
thrcn hearing how thee ſtoode addicted, and knowing Frederigoto beea 
worthy Gentleman, though pouerty had diſgraced him inthe Worlde : 
conſented thereto, ſo ſhe beſtowed her ſelte and her riches on him. He on 
the other fide, hauing ſo noble a Lady to his Wife, and the ſame whome 
he had ſo long and deerely loued : ſubmitred all his faireſt Fortunes vato 
her, becamea better husband (for the workd)then before.and they liued 


and loued together in equallioy and happineſle, 


Pedro 
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Pedrodi Vinciolo went to ſup « 4 friewds Hoaſe m the Cny. His Wife(inthe 
meane while)had a young man(whom ſhet lowed) at ſupper with her. Pedro 
returning whom pon a ſudden, the young wen was hidden mnder a C oope 

7y Hennes. Pedro, in excuſe of his ſo ſoone comming home, declareth, how 
in the Houſe of Herculano (with whom he ſhould haue ſupt) « friend of his 
IWiues was found , which was the reaſon of the Suppers breaking off, Pe- 
droes Wife reprowing the errour of Hetculanoes Wife; an Aſſe (by chance) 
treads on the young mans finger s,that lay hidden ouder the Hen-Coope. Pp- 

on his crying out, Pedro fteppeth thuher, ſees him, knowes him, and findeth 
the fallagy of his Wife : with whom(anenertheleſſe)be groweth to agreement, 
in regard of ſome imperfett ions in himſelfe. 

The tenth Nouell. 

Repreheuding the cunning ſhifts, of light headed and immodeſt Women , who, 

by abuſing themſelues, doe throw emill aſþer ſions on all the Sexe, 
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He Queenes Nonell being ended, and all the company applauding 
the happy fortune of Frederi2s, as alſo thenoble nature of Madam 
Gtana + Dioneus, who nener expe&ted any commandyprepairing to deliver 
his diſcourſe, began in this manner. Iknewnot, whether I ſhould rerme 
it a vice accidental,and cnſuing through the badieſſe of complexions vp- 
pon vs morrals;or elfe an errour inNature,to ioy/andſ{mile ratheratlewd 
accidents , then ar deeds har tiſtly deſerue ecommeridation,' eſpecially,' 
when they doc not any way concetne ourſehes.” Now, inregard thar all 
the paines I have hitherto raken, arid amalſ6 ro vndergoe arthispreſent, 
aymeth at no other cnd,bur onely to purge your mindes ofmelancholly, 
andentertaine therime with mirthfulmatrer: patdon me I pray you(faite- 
Ladics) ifmy Take tripin ſome part, and NIIER ofimmodeſly; yet 
n in 
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in heaxing it, you may obſerac the ſame courſe , as you doe in pleaſing 
and delightfull Gardens, plucke aſweete Roſe, and yer preſeruc your fig. 
gers frompricking. Which very cafily you may doe, wincking at the im- 
perfetions of a fooliſh man, and ſmiling at the amorovus ſubtilries of his 
Wife, compaſſionating the misfortune of others, where vrgent neceſlity 
doth require it. 

There dwelt (not long fince)in Perugia,a wealthy man,named Pedro 4; 

Vinciolo, who perhaps)more to deceiue ſome other, and relſtraine an evil! 
opinion,which the Perugrans had conceived of him,in matter no way be- 
ſeeming a man,then any beauty or good feature remaining inthe woman 
centred into the eſtate of marriage. And Forrune was ſo conforme tohim 
in his election, that the woman whom he had made his wite, had a young, 
luſty, and well enabled body, a red hairde wench, hot and heery ſpitired, 
ſtanding more in neede of three Husbands, then he, who could not any 
way well content one Wife, becauſe his minde ran more on his money, 
then thoſe offices and duties belonging to wed-lock, which time acquain- 
ting his Vite withall , contrary to her owne expettation , and thoſe de- 
lights whichthe cſtarc of marriage afforded, knowing her ſelfe alſoto be 
ot a ſprightly diſpolition, ard nor to be ealily ramed by houſhold cares 
and attendances: thee waxed weary of her Husbands vnkind courſes, vp- 
braided him daily with harſh ſpeeches, making his owne home mecrely 
as ahcll tohim. 

When hee ſaw that this domeſticke diſquictneſſe returned her no be- 
nefit, but rather rendedto.-herowne conſumption, then any amendment 
in her miſcrable Husband ; ſhee began thus to conferre with her priuate 
th oughts. This Husbang of mine ligeth with me, as if he were no Hul- 
band, or his Wifc; the marriage bed, which ſhould be a comfort to vs 
both, ſeemeth hatctfull to him, and as little pleaſing ro me , becaulc his 
mindeis on his money, his head buſted with worldly cogitations , and 
early and lare in his counting-houſe, admitting no familiar conuerſation 
with me. VVhy ſhould notL be as reſpeRlefle of him, as he declares him- 
ſelfe robe of me ? I tooke him for an Husband, brought hima good and 
ſufhcicnt dowry, thinking himro bea man, and affected awoman as a 
man ought to doe, clfc he had never beene any Husband of mine. Ithe 
be a VVoman hater, why did he make choyce of meto be his Wife? If I 
had not intended to be of the World, I could have coopt wy ſelfc vp in 
a Cloylter,and ſhorne my ſelfe a Nunne;but that I was not borne to ſuch 
ſeucrity of life. My youth ſhall be blaſted with age, before I can truly vn- 
derſtand what youth is, and I ſhall be branded with the diſgracctull word 
barrenneſſe , knowing my ſclfe mecte and able to be a Mothcr, were my 
Husband but worthy the name of a Father , or expcRed iſſue and poſte- 
rity goleaue aux-memoriall roafter times in our race, as all our predeccl- 

ſours formerly hauc done, and for which mariage was chicfly inſtituted. 
Caſtles long beſieged, doe.yeeld at the laſt, and women wrongedby their 
owne Husbands,can bardly warrant their owne frailty, eſpecially liuing 
among ſo many temptations, which fleſh and bloud are not alwayes able 
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rorefiſt, Well, I mezneto be adviſed in this calc, before I will hazard 
my honeſt repurarion, either co ſuſpition or ſcandall, then which,no wo- 
man can haue two heauter enemics,and very few there arc that can clcap?2 
them. | 
Having thus a long while conſulted with her ſelfe,and{ perhaps)oftner 
then twice or thrice ; ſhce became ſecretly acquainted with an aged wo- 
man ,generally reputed to be morethen halfe a Saint, walking alwayes VE- 
demurely in the ſtreetes, counting ( ouer and ouer ) her Pater noſters, 
and all the Cities holy pardons hanging arther gird!e,neucr talking of any 
thing, butthe lines of the holy Fathers, or the wounds of Saint Fraxcer, 
allthe World admiring her ſanCtity of life, euen as it ſhee were Civinely 
inſpired : this ſhe Saint muſt be our diſtrefſed womans Councellour, and 
hauing found out a conuenient ſeaſon, ar large ſhe imparted all her mind 
ro her, in ſome ſuch manner as formerly you hauc heard, whercto thee 
returned this ani{were, 

Now truſt me Daughter, thy caſe is to be pittied, and ſo much the ra- 
ther , becauſe thou art in the floure and (pring time of thy youth, when 
nota minure of time is to be left: for there 15s no ercater an crrour in this 
life, then the loſle of time, becauſe it cannot be recouered againe ; and 
when the fiends themſelves affrighr vs, yet if we keepe our embers [ti]! c0- 
uered with warme aſhes onthe hearth, they hauc not any power to hure 
vs. If any one can truly ſpeake thereof, then Iam able to deliver trac tc- 
ſtimony z for I know, but not without much perturbation of minde, and 
piercing affliftions in the ſpirit, how much timeTloſt without any protic. 
And yer loſtnort all,tor I would not haue thee thinke me to be (o fooliſh, 
that 1 did altogether neglc& ſuch an eſpeciall benctit ; which when I call 
to minde, and con{ider now in what condition I am, thou muſt imagine, 
itisno {mal hearts griefe tomegthat age ſhould make me vtrerly delpifed, 
and no fire afforded tolight my tinder. 

With men it is not fo, they are borne apt for a thouſand occaſions, as 
well for the preſent purpoſe wetalke of, as infinite other beſide; yea, and 
many of them are more eſteemed being aged,then when they were yong, 
But women ſerue onely for mens conten:ation , and robring children, 
and therefore are they generally beloued, which if they faile of,cither it is 
by vnfortunare marriage,or ſome imperie&ton depending on nature, not 
through want of good will in themſelues. W c hauenothingia this world 
but what is giuen vs, in which regard, we are to make vſe of ourtime,and 
employ it the better while we haue it. For, when we grow to be old, our 
Husbands, yea, our very deareſt and neareſt friends, will ſcarcely looke 
onvs. Ve are then fit tornothing , butto it by the firein the Kitchin, 
telling tales to the Cat, or counting the pots and pannes on the ſhclues. 
Nay, which is worſe, rimes and ſongs is made of vs, cucn in meere con- 
tempt of our age, and commendation of ſuch as are young, the daintieft 
morſels arc fitteſt for them, and we referred to feed on the ſcrappes from 
theirtrenchers, or ſuch reucrfion as they can ſpare vs. Itell thee Daugh- 
ter, thoucouldſt not make choyce of a meeter woman in all the City, to 
N nz whom 
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whom thou mighcclt ſafely open thy mainde, and knowes beter to aduiſe 
thee then I doc. But remember withall, that I am poore, and itis your 
part not to ſuffer pouerty to be nos I will make thee partaker of 
all theſe bleſſed pardons,at cuery Altar I will ſay a Pater noſter, and an Ae 
Maria, that thou maiſt proſper in thy hearts delires,and be defended from 
foule {inne and ſhame, and ſo ſhee ended her Motherly counſell, 

Within a while after , it came to paſle , that her Husband was inuited 
foorth to Supper, with one named Herculano, a kind friend ofhis, but his 
W ife refuled to goe, becauſe ſhee had appointed a friend to ſupper with 
her, to whom the old woman was employed as her meſſenger, and was 
welirccompenced for her labour. This friend was a gallant proper youth, 
as any all Perugia yeelded,and ſcarcely was he leatedat the Table, but her 
Husband was returned backe,and called to be let 19 ar the doore. Which 
when ſhee perceiued,ſhee was almoſt halfc dead with feare, and coucting 
to hide the young man , that her Husband ſhould not hauc any ſight of 
him, ſhec had no other meanes, bur in an enrry,hard by the Parlour where 
they purpoſed to haue ſupt, {tood a Coope or Hen pen, wherein ſhe vſed 
ro keepe her Pullen, vnder which he crept, and then ſhee couered it with 
an old empry ſacke, and after ran to let her Husband come in. Vhen he 
was entrcd into the Houſe; as halfe oftended ar his ſo ſudden returne, an- 
perly he ſaide: It ſcemes Sir you are a ſhauer at your meare, that you haue 
mad:ſothorta ſupper. In troth Wite (quoth he) Lhaue not (upr ar all, 
no,not ſo much as eaten one bit. How hapned that ? ſaid the woman, Ma- 
ry wife(quoth he)I will tell you,and then thus he began. 

As H-rculano,his wife, and I were fitting downe atthe Table,very ncere 
vnto vs we heard one ſneeze, whereof atthe firſt we made no reckoning, 
vntill we heard it againe the ſecond time,yea,a third, fourth,and fifth,and 
many more after, whereat we were not alinle amazed. Now Witcl muſt 
tell you , before we entred the roome where we were to ſup, Herculanoes 
wife kept the doore faſt thut againſt vs, and would nor let vs enterin an 
indifferent while ; which made him then ſomewhat offended, butnow 
much more,when he had heard one to ſneeze ſo often. Demanding of her 
arcaſon for it, and who it was that thus ſneezed in his Houſe: heſtaned 
from the Table,and ſtepping ro alittle doore neere the ſtaires head,necel- 
ſarily there made,to ſet ſuch things in,as otherwiſe would be troubleſome 
to the roome, (as in all Houſes we commonly ſce the like) he perceived, 
my the party was hidden there , which wee had heard ſo often to ſneeze 

clorc. 

No ſooner had he opened the doore, but ſuch a ſmell of brimſton came 
foorth (whercof we feltnot the leaſt ſauour before) as madevs likewiſe 
to cough and ſnecze, being no way able to retraine it. She ſeeing her Huſ- 
band to be much moued, excuſed the matter thus, that (bur a little white 
before) ſhee had whited certaine linnen with the ſmoake of brimſtonc, 
asit is an vſuall thing to doe,and then (et the paninto that ſpare place,be- 


Cauſcit ſhguld not be offenſiuc to vs. By this time , Herowlano had efpied 
hum that ſneczed, who being almoſt ſtifled with the mel}, and Goſencle 
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ſplit in twaine. Foorth he pluckt him by the heeles, and perceiuing how 


- wy fo ſoone returning, 

When ſhe had heard this whole diſcourſe, then ſhe perceiued, that 0- 
ther Vomen were ſub:ect tothe like infrwity, and as wiſetorthemſclucs, 
zs ſheecould be, though thele and the like ſiniſter accidents might ſome- 
times crofſe chem,and gladly ſhe wiſhed, that Herculanoes Wi ies excule, 
might now ſcrue to acquite her: but becauſe in blaming others errors,our 
owne may ſometime chance to eſcape diſcouery, and cicare vs, albeit we 
are as gnilcy; in a ſnarpe reprehending manner, thus ſhe began, Sec Huſ- 
band, tiere is hanſome behauiour, of an holy faire ſeeming,and Sainr-like 
woman, to whom I durſt haue confcſt my tinnes, I conceiued ſuch a reli« 
gjous per{waſion of her lives integrity, freefrom the leaſt ſcruple of taxa- 
tion, A woman,fo farre ſtept into yeeres, as thee is, to giueſuch an cuill 
example to other younger women,js it nota finne beyond all ſufferance? 
Accurled be the houre , when ſhe was borne into this World, and her 
{elfe likewiſc,to be ſo lewdly and incontinently giuen;an vniuerſall ſhame 
and {launder,to all the good women of our City. 

ShallI rerme her a woman, or raiher ſome ſauage monſter in a wo- 
mans ſhape? Harh ſhee not made an open proſtitution of her honeſty 
brokes her plighted faith ro her Husband, and all the womanly reputati- 
on ſhee had in this World? Her Husband,bcing an honourable Citizen, 
entreating her alwayes, as few men elſe inthe City doe their wiucs; what 
an heart-breake mult this needes be to him, good man ? Neither I, nor a- 
ny honeſt man elſe, ought to haue any pity on her ; but (with our owne 
hands) teare her in peects,or dragpe her along to a good fire in the mar- 
ket place, wherein ſhe and her minion ſhould be conſumed together,and 
their baſe aſhes diſperſed abroade in the winde, leaſt the pure Aire ſhould 
be infe&tcd with them. 

Then,remembring her owne caſc,and her poore affrighted friend, who 
lay in ſuch diſtreſſe vnder the Hen-coope; ſhee began to aduiſe her Huſ- 
band,that he would be pleaſcdto goe ro bed, becauſe the night paſſed on 
apacg. Bur Pedro, hauing abetrer will to eate, then to fleepe, defired her 
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tolethim hauc ſome meate ; ec hee muſt goe to bed with an empty bel. 


It fortuned, that certaine Husbandmen, which had the charge of pe- 
droes Farmc houſe in the Countrey , and there followed his affaires of 
Husbandry, were returned home this inſtant night, hauing their Aſes1a- 
den with ſuch proviſion, as was to be vied in his City-houſe. Vhen the 
Aſes were vnladen, and fer vp in aſmall Stable, withour watering z one 
ot them being (belike) more thirſty then the reſt brake Jooſe,and wande- 
ring all about fmclling to ſeeke water, happened into the eniry, where 
the young man lay hidden vnder the Hen-pen. Now, he being conſtrai- 
ned (like a Carpe) to lie flat on his belly, becauſe the Coope was ouer- 
weighty for him to carry, and one of his hands more extended forth,then 
wasrequilite tor him in fo vrgent a (hift: it washis hap (or ill fortune ra- 
ther) that the Alle ſet his toote on the young mans hngers, treading fo 
hard, and the paine being very irkcſome.to him, as he was enforced to cry 
our aloude, which Pedrohearing, he wondered thereat not a lirtle. 

Knowing that this cry was 1nhis bouſe, he tooke the candle in his hand, 
and going toorth of the Parlour , heard rhe cry to be louder and louder; 
becauſe the Aſſe remoued not his toote, butrather trod the more firmely 
on his hand. Corming to the Coope, criuing thence the Aſlc,and ta- 
king oft the old ſacke, he cipyed the young man, who, belide the painfull 
anguith he telr of his hngers, aroſe vptrembling , as fearing ſome our- 
rage beſide to be oftcred him by Pedro,who knew the yourh pertettly,and 
demanded of him, how he came thither. No anſwer did he make to thar 
queſtion,but humbly enrreatcd (for charitics ſake)thathe would noedoc 
him any harme. Feare not ( quorh Pedro) I will not offer thee any vio- 
lence: onely tel me how thou cameſt hither,and for what occaſion;wher- 
in the youth fully reſolued him. 

Pedro being no lefle joyfull for thus finding him, then his wife was ſor- 
rowtull, rooke him by the hand,avd brought him into the Parlour, where 
ſhee ſate trembling and quaking , as not knowing what to fay in this di- 
firclle. Scating himſclte dire&tly before her, and holding the youth ill 
faſt by the hand, thus he began. Oh Wife! whar bitter ſpeeches did you 
vie (euen now) againſt the wife of Herculano, maintaining that ſheehad 
ſhamed all other women,and1uſtly delerued ro be burned? V hy did you 
not ſay as much of yourſelte? Or, if you had not the heart to ſpeake it, 
how cond you be fo cruell againſt her , knowing your offence as great as 
hers? Queſtionleſle , nothing elſe vrged you thereto, but that all wo- 
men arc of one and the ſame condition ,couering their owne grofle faults 
by farre inferiour infirmities in others. You are a peruette generation, 
mcerely talſc in your faireſt ſhewes, | 

When ſhe ſaw that he offered herno other violence,but gaue her ſuch 


vaunting 
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vaunting andreproachfull ſpeeches , holding ſtill the young man before 
her face, mecrely to vexe and deſpight her : ſhee began to rake heart,and 
thus replied. Doeſt thou compare me with the wife of Herculano,who 1s an 
o1de,diſcembling hypocrite ? yet ſhe can haue of ham whatſocuer ſhe de- 
ſirerh, and he vieth her as a woman ought to be, which favour | could ne- 
uer yer find at thy hands, Pur the cafc, that thou keepeſt mein good gar- 
ments, allowing me to goc neatly hoſed and thod; yet well thou knoweſt, 
there are ther meete matters belonging to a woman , and cuery way as 


neceſſarily required , both for the preſeruation of Houſhold quierneſſe, 
and thoſe other rites betweene a Husband and Wife. Let mc be worſcr 


garmented, courſer diered, yea, debarred of all pleaſure and delights; (o 


| might once be worthy the name of a Mother, and leaue ſome remem- 
brance of woman-hood behind me, I tell thee plainly Pedro, I am a wo- 
man as others are, an fubiett to the ſame deſires, as(by nature)attencerh 
on fleſh and bloud: look how thou taileſt in kindneſle towards me,thinke 
itnot amiſle, jf I doe the like to thee, and endeauour thou to win the wor- 
thy rite of a Father, becauſe I was made to be a Mother. 

\Vhen Pedro percciued,that his VV ite had ſpoken nothing butreaſon, 
in regard of his ouer-muchnegkect towards her, and not viing ſuch hou- 
ſold kindncile, as ought to be between Man and Wife, he returned licr 
this anſwer, Well Wite (quothhe) I confeſſe my fault, and licreafſter 
will labour to amendit;condurionally,that this youth,nor any other, may 
no more vilite my Houſe in mine ablence. Get me therefore ſomething 
to cate, for doubrlefle,this young man and thy ſelfe fell ſhort of your ſup - 
per, by reaſon of my ſo ſoone returning home. In troth Husband, ſaide 
ſhee, we did not catTone bit of any thing, and | willbe atrue and loyall 
ite to thee, {o thou wilt be the like to me. No more words then wife, 
replyed Pedro, all is forgotten and forgiuen, let vs to ſupper, and we arc 
all triends, She ſeeing his anger was ſo well appeaſed,Jovingly kiſſed him, 
and laying thecloth, ſer on the ſupper, which ſhec had provided forher 
felfe & the youth, and ſo they ſupt together merily, not one vnkind word 
paſting betweene them. After ſupper,the youth was ſent away in friendly 
mauner, and Pedro was alwayes afterward moreJouing to his Wife, then 
formerly he had been,and no complaint paſſed on cither{1de,but mutuall 
joy and houſhold contentment , ſuch as ought to be betweene man-and 
wite. | 

Dioneits having ended his Tale, for which the Ladies returned him no 
thankes, bur rather angerly frowned on him : the Queene, knowingthat 
her gouernment was now concluded, aroſe, and taking oft her Crowne of 
Lawrell, placed it graciouſly on the head of Madam Eliza, ſaying. Now 
Madam, it is your turne to command. E{zz4 hauing receiued the honour, 
did (in all reſpects) as others formerly had done,and after ſhe had enſtru- 
cted the Maſter of the Houſhold, concerning hischarge during the time 
of her regiment, for contentation of all the company; thus ſhe ſpake. 


We hauc long ſince heard, that with witty words, ready anſwers, and 


luddenieſts or taunts, many haue checkt & reproucd prear follyin others, 
and 
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and to their owne no meane commendation. Now, becavſcit is a plea- 
ſing kind of argument, miniſtring occaſion of mirth and wit : my deſire is, 
that all our diſcourſe to morrow ſhall tend thereto. I meane of ſuch per. 
ſons, cither Men or Women, who with ſome ſudden witty anſwer, haue 
encountred a ſcorner in his owne intention,and layed the blame where ir 
zuſtly belonged. Eucry one commended the Queenes appointment, be- 
cauſc it lauoured of good wit and judgement; and the ms being ri- 
ſcn,they were all diſcharged till ſupper time, falling to ſuch ſeuerall exerci- 
ſcs as themſclucs beſt fancyed. 

When ſupper was ended, andthe inſtruments layed before them; by 
the Queenes conſent, Madam ZEmillia vndertooke the daunce, andthe 
Song was appointed to Dzonens, who began many, bur none that proued 
to any liking, they were ſo palpably obſcene and idle, ſauovring altoge- 
ther of his owne wanton diſpoſition. At thelength,the Queene m—__ 

p 


ſtearncly onhim,and commanding him to fing a good one,ornone at al 
thus he began. 


The Song. 


| Y 
[7 Tes, can ye not refraine your hourely weeping ? 
Eares, how are you depriude of [weete attention ? 
Thought s,haue you loſt your quiet filent ſleeping ? 
Wit, who hath robde thee of thy rare inuention ? 
The lacke of theſe, being life and motion giuing ; 


Are ſenceleſſe ſhapes, and no true ſignes of lining. 


Eyes, when you gs won her Anzell beauty ; 
Eares, while you heard ber ſweete delicious ſtraines, 
Thoughts (ſleepin then) did yet per forme their duty, 
Wit, then tooke ſprightl ; pleaſure in hy paines. 
While ſhee aid liuethen none of the(e were ſcanting, 
But now (being dead)they all are gone and wanting. 


After that Dione (by proceeding no further) declared the finiſhing 


ofhis Song;many more were ſung belide,and that of Dionews highly com- 
mended. Some part of the night being ſpent in other delightfull cxer- 
ciſcs, and a fittivg houre for reſt drawing on : they berooke themſcluesto 
- theic Chambers, wherc we will lcaue themtill to morrow morning, = 


The end of the Fifth Day. 


FINIS. 


rs 


The Errata of ſuch faults as hauevnwillingly eſcaped in 
the Priming. | 


i Foliea. b, the ſeuerall ſides + Line correltion:; 

Ol. 4. 4. Line 32, tor been reputed, reade haue reputed: 5 6. 8: for twaining, 

r. wauing: 7 6.6, tor fearetully, r, fairely: Eod, b, 18, for flames, r. floures ; 

12 6.24, for Nrgilles, r. Vigilles : 144, 39, for within himfelfe, r. ſaide within 
himſelfe: E-4. 6, 14, for ſhift,r. ſhrift: od. 6, 22, for Daughters doore, r. Dorter 
doore: Eod. b. 35, tor veniall, r, veneriall: 21, 4, 12, for paired, r, payed:286.20:; 
for commanding,r, commandec; 2g 6.29, for for the,r.forth:33 a.19,for enlignes 
r.cngines: 37 6.12, for great, r. greater: Eod, 6.x 3,for death,r.depth; 3 9 4.2,for 
{ome doc, r. ſeene lome doe: 406, 26, for Nampertut, r. Malpertus: 46 4.3, for 
inſtrul(t, r, enftrut:Ee4.6, 20,for he,r.ſhez47 6.3,for his,r.their: Eod,b,1 7,tor the 
two with her children,r.& the two children with her: 48 4.4,for houres,r.yeeres; 
Eod.a. 42.tor who,r.and: 44 4.5.tor iniuries which,r. injuries are which: Eod.a,8 
for Geniiewo nan,r, Gentlemen. Fo b,g,tor was as a little,r. wasnot alittle: c» 
a. 21,forbadly,r.tuadly: Cod:b,35, tor Geutlewoman, r. Gentleman; £od b, wit, 
for them rhim:539.11,for inſtructing r.miltracting:s 5 4.31,for Duke,r, Prince: 
$6 8.42, forhoricyr, torce: E94,6.41,for not ſo far,r,now ſo far:64 4 19,for both, 

r.loth; 63 4.22,tor exre,r, EMrle;Eod.a.26,for Ambroſio, r. Ambroginolo: Eod,b,z 2, 
for name, r, ovne: 72.4.1 4or vnapt,r, iumpt; 746.30,for hezr.her Eod.b.16;for 

him, r, himſclitc:E-d,b.1g,tor Gentleman,r. Gentlewoman: 75 4.2,for ſhe was, r, 

he was; 77 6.9, tor parted,r,played:786,16,for with, r.them with: $1 b.34,for 

an calie,r.luch an eahe;82 4.39, for mine,r,nine:&4 6,40,for meanes,r.craft:90.4, 

18,for mutt, r.lie muſt: tod a:,9,for is 1 great,r.isno great, Eod:b, 1, for migh= 

ty,r. nightly:85 4: 20,for her ſelfe,r. turning her ſelfe: Eod:b, 244tor and onely,r; 
ſang onely: 85 4.8,9, reade thus, If I ſhould do any thing contrary t » his liking 


- 
and honvur, no Women could more worthily,&c,g 1 4.14,for asking, r,looking- 


Eod.b.22.tor houle,r, horle; g5 b.19,for husbandgr. father; 98 5.40,tor hath nor, 
r. hath; 99 4.7, tor repeare,r, repent: 101 4.14, for vndergoe,r.,vndergoe it; Eod. 
6.8,tor Holteſle, r,Hoſtes:102 4.41, for and,r.or; 104 b.40,for hither,r,come hi- 
ther: 105 4.42,tor darge, r. darke: 107 b.z7,for a King,r.liking: 114,6.23, for 
your,r.our:1164.12,tor theſe,r.then:118,4.3,forno {pare,r.madeno {pare:122, 
a.t;,tor mine refpect,r.,mine owne relpet:Eod,a.29 for honour,c humours:£od, 
b.r3,for quickly, r, quiecly: 15 5,4,34, for and and, r, one: Eod.b, 27,for ſhe,r.he: 
I56,4.10,tor ſhame, r, flame; 1 5 8,4.4,for writing,r,waiting: 159,4.4,for like,r. 
life-£99.4.19,for divert themgr.divert him: 167.6. 22;fornei ghbours,r.neighbors 
children-168,4.24,for to experience,r.to gaine experience: 169 6.9,for inſtantly 
r.conſtantly: 170,6. 24,for receiued, r.perceiued- 187,4.6; for imputed,r.inured: 
190,4.13,for places,r.parts:191,a 5;for ſpared fro, r. lodged: Eod:a.26,for hardy, 


r.hardly: 192,6: 22, for Forevza, r, Faenza; 194,6:7: for ſpake he, r; ſpeaketd: 
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TO CUBE KCLGON I MUD 
nourable, SirPuriLLie HERBERT, 
A mght, Lord Baron cf Shirland, Eale of 
Montgomery,and Knight of the moſt Noble 


0:dcr of the Garter. 


| ] Aumeg (by your Honorable command ) 
ENQIPA } tranſlated this Decameron, 6r Cen- 
to Nouelle, ſirnamed Il Prinape 
0 Galeotto, of ten dayes ſeuerall dif: 

APRN 4 courſes,vrounded on variable and ſin- 
Gy 8 guler Arguments, happening betweene 
CR ” ſeauen Noble Ladies, and three cver- 
Honourable Gentlemen: Although not attyred im ſuch elegant 
cy of phraſe, or nice curioſity of ſtile, as a quicker and more 
ſprightly wit could haue performed, but in ſuch home-borne 
language,as my ability could ftretch-onto ; yet it commeth(in 
all duty )to kiſſe your Noble hand,and to ſhelter it ſelfe vnder 
your Gracious prote&tion, though not from the leering eye,and 
oner-lauiſh tongue of ſnarling Enuy; yet from the power of his 
blaſting poyſon,and malice of his machinations. 


Tothe Reader. 


== Ookes (Courteous Reader) may 
V8 |Irightly be compared to Gardens ; 
wherein, let the painfull Gardiner 
EY. expreſſe neuer ſo much care and 
Eff diligent endeauour ; yet among 
thevery faireſt, ſweeteſt, and fre- 
{heſt Flowers, as alſo Plants of 
moſt precious Vertue; ill ſauouring and ſtinking 
Weeds, fit for no vie but the fire or mucke-hill, will 
ſpring and ſprout vp. So fareth it with Bbokes of the 
very beſt quality, let the Author bee neuer ſo indul- 
gent, and thePrinter vigilant : yet both may muſſe 
their ayme, by the eſcape of Errors and Miſtakes, ei- 
ther inſenſe or matter, the one fault hangs 4h a rag- 
ged Written Copy ; and theother thorough want of 
wary Correction. If then the belt Bookes cannot be | 
free from this common infirmity; blame not this 
then, offarre lighter argument, wherein thy courte- 
ſie may helpe vs both: His blame, in acknowledging 
his more ſufficiency, thento write ſo groſſe andab- 
ſurdly: And mine, 1n pardoning vawilling Errours 
committed, which thy 1wudgement finding, thy pen 


can as ealily correct. 


Farewell. 


Gouerned wonder the Atthority of Madam Eliza , and the Argument of the 
Diſcourſes or Nouels there to be recounted, doe concerne ſuch perſons,qho 
by ſome witty words (when any haxe checkt of taumed them) haut reuen- 
ged themſelues, in « ſudden, unexpected and diſcreet anſwere, thereby 
preuenting lofſe,danger corne and diſgrace, retorting them on the buſt 
headed Lueſtioner s; | 


The Induaion. 


( cing riſen) cauſcd all the 
alled, walking forth af- 


paſl ed Nouels , cſpecial- 
0 


Pallace,wherethe Tables were readily coucred againſt their comming, 
ſtrewed with ſweet hearbes and odoriferous flowers, ſeating themſelues 
atthe Tables (before the heat grew more violent ) according as the 
Queene commanded, STI; | | 

After dinner,they ſuhg divers excellent Canzonnets, andthen (ome 
wentto ſleepe, others played ar the Cheſſe, andfome ar the Tables: 
Bur Dionews and Madam Lauretta,they ſung the loge-conflict berweene 
Troylus and Creffida. Now was the houre come, of repairing to' theit 
former Conſiſtory or meeting place,the Queenehiwing thereto general- 
ly ſummoned them,and ſeating theniſclues (as they were wontro-doc) 
abour the faire fountaine.: As the Quedne was commanding ro begiti 
thc firſt Noucll, anaccident ſuddenly happened:,” whichneuy __ - 
Zi 


Nouell 2 . The txt Day, EE ES of Cn 
falnebefore : to wit,they heard a great noyſe and tumule, among the 
houſhold ſeruantsin the Kitchin. VWhereupon,the Quecne cauſed the 


..-.. Maſter ofthe Houſhold to be called dem of him, whatnoylſc ic 
©  Laciſca and Tindars wereat ſome words of diſcontentment”, but what 


wasthe occaſion thereof, he knew not. VWhereiipon, the Queene com- 
manded thar they ſhould be ſent for, ( their angerand violent ſpeeches 
ſtill continuing) and being come into her preſence , ſhe demaunded the 
reaſon of their diſcord; and Tivdaro offering to make anſwere , Laciſca 
( being ſomewhat more ancient then he,andofa hercer fiery ſpirit,cuen 
as if her heart would have leapt out of her mouth) turned her felfe to 
him, and with a ſcornefull frowning countenance , ſaid. See how this 
bold , vamannerly and beaſtly fetlow , dare preſume to ipeake in this 
place before me : Strand by (ſaucy impudence) and giue your bet- 


rer leaue to an(were , then turning to the Queene, thus thee pro- 


Madam, this idle fellow would maintaine to me, that Signior Sico- 
phanto marrying with Madama dellxGrazza, had the vitory of her vir- 
ginity the very firlt night ;and I auouched che contrary , becauſe ſhee 
had been a mother wiſe before , in very faire aduentut ing of her for- 
tunc. And he darcdto afhrmebelide,that yong Maides are to {imple,as 
to looſe the Doan April of their time, in mcere feare of their pa- | 
rents,and great prciudice of their amouraus friends. Onely being abu- 
ſed by infinite promiſes,thatrhis ycare and that yeare they ſhail have 
husbands, when,both by che lawes, of narureand reaſon, they are not 

tycd to tarry ſo long, but rather ought to lay huld vpon opportunity, 
when it1s fairely and friendly offcrec, fo that ſeldome they come maides 
to marriage. Belide,] haue heard,and know ſome marricd wiues , that 
hauc played diuers wanton prancks withtheirhusbands, yet carried all 
ſo demurely and ſmoothly ; thatthey haue gone free from publique de: 
tetion. All whichthis woodcocke will noreredir, thinking me to be {o 
yonga Nouicc,asif Thad been borne but yeſterday. 

W hile Lariſca was deliucring theſe ſpeeches, the Ladics ſmiled on 
one anther ,not knowing what to ſayin this caſe : And although the 
Queene ( fiue or fixe ſcuerall times) commaunded her to ſilence ;, yer 
ſuch was the carneſtnes of her ſplegn,that ſhe gaue no attention,bur held 
on [till,cuen vntill the had vttered all thar ſhe pleaſed. Bur after ſhe had 
concluded her complaint, the Queene ( with a ſmiling countenance ) 
turned cowards Dionews,laying. This matter ſeemeth moſt properly to 
belongro you ;andtherefore I dare repoſeſuchtruſt in you, that when 
our Noucls (for this day ) ſhall be ended, :you will conclude the caſe 
with a definitive ſentence. Whereto Dione preſently thus replyed. 
Madam.the verdid isalrcady giuen, withoutany further expectation : 
and I aftme , that Zaciſca hath ſpoken very ſenhbly, becauſe ſhee is a 


womanof good apprehenſion,and Tindarois but a puny,in prattiſe and 
expeicncc,to her. | 


When 


gouerned by eM adam Bliza. FL 
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When Licyc4heard this, thefell intoa lowd Laughter, and tur- 
ning her ſelfe ro Tindaro, ſayde: The honour of the day is mine , and 
thine ownequarrell hath ouerthrownethee in the fielde. Thou that 
(as yer) hath carſcly learned to ſucke, wouldeſt thou preſume to know 
{omuchas I doe? Conldit thou imagine mee, to be ſucha rrewant in 
loſſe of my time, that I came hither asan ignorant creature ? And had 
notthe Qugene (looking verie frowningly on her) ſtritly enioyned 
her to ſilence ; ſhee would haue Ria 04 7 ſtill in this criumphing hu- 
mour « Bur fearing further chaſtiſement for diſobedience, both ſhee 
and Tindaro were commandedthence, where was no other allowance 
all this day, butondy filence and attention, to ſnch as ſhould be enioy- 
ned ſpeakers. OED 

And then the Queene, ſomewhar offended at the folly of the former 
controuerſic, commanded Madame Philomena, that ſhe ſhould giuc be- 
ginning to the dayes Nonels: which (indutifull manner) ſhee vnder- 
rooke to doe, and ſeating her ſelfe in formall faſhion, withmodceſt and 
very gracious gelture,thus ſhe began, | 


_T— ——————_ eo ———CC —_ 


Nouell BB. | The Sixt Day, 


i. AMS 


A Enight requeed Madam Oretra, to ride behinde bim on horſe-backe, and 
promiſed, to tell her an excellent Tale by the way. But the Lady perceining, 
that bis diſcourſe was idle, and much worſe delinered : entreated bimts 
let her walke on foote againe. 


The Firſt Nouell. . 


# 


Reprehbnding the folly of ſuch men, as ondertake to report diſcourſes which 
ys Sepid thetr ke anl capacity, and gaine nothing but blame for their la- 
boar, EE, | 


A OR Oo AION. 
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Racious Ladies, like as in 6ur faire, cleere, and 
ſerene ſcaſons, the Statres are bright ornaments 
ro the heauens, and the flowry fields (ſo long as 
> |{ the ſpringtime laſterh) weare their goodlieſt Li- 
ucries, the Trees likewiſe bragging in their belt 
adornings: Euen fo at friendly meetings, ſhort, 
| {weet, and ſententions words, arc the beauty & - 
ornament of any diſcourſe,ſauouring of wit and 
ſound iudgement, worthily deſcruing to be commended. And ſo much 
the rather, becauſcin few and witty words, aptly ſuting with the time 
and occalion, more is deliuered then was expe&ed, or ſooner anſwered, 
then raſhly apprehended : which, as they become men veric highly, yer 
do they ſhew more ſingular in women. 
Trueitis, what the occaſion may be, I know not, cither by the bad- 
neſle 


HH TT,” 
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nefſe of our wittes, or the clpeciall cnmitic berweene our complexions 
and the celeſtiall bodies : there are ſcarſcly any;or very few-VWomen ro 
be foundamonyg vs, that well knowes how to ddiuer a'word;' i when it 
fhould and ought to be ſpoken: 3: or, if a queſtion bee mooned, . vnder- 
ſtandsto {uitc 1t with an apt anſ{were, fuchas CITING) 
which is no meanediſgrace tovs women. .. Butin.regard, that Madame 
Pampineehath already ſpoken ſufficiently of this marrer, I mvane nortto 
preſſe it any further ';. butar chisrimi it ſhall ſarisfie'mee;;'rolet you 
know, how wittily a Ladie made due obferuation of opportmitic, 


;n an{wering of a Knight, whoſeralke ſeemed rediousand offenſine to. 


> bo | a6 $Atat. «4.1399 Lia E111 5% 
No doubt there are ſome among you, who tirher do know; 'or (at 


the eaſt) have heard, thatiris no longtime ſince,” when there dwelta 
Gentlewoman in our Citic, of excellent grace and. diſcourſe, with 
all other rich endowments of Nature remainingin het , as pitry it were 
to conceale her name : and therefore ler metell ye, that ſhet\was called 
M.:dame Oretta, the Wife to Signior Gerz Sp1#4. She being vpon ſome 
occaſion (as now weare) inthe Countrey;,: and paſhng from place to 
place (by way of neighbourly inuitations) to vilite her loving Friends 
and Acquaintance, accompanied with diuers:Knights and Gemlewo- 
mengwho on the day before had dinedand ſuptar her houſe, asnow 
(belike) the ſelfe-ſame courtelic was intended to her:walking along with 
her company vpan the-way; and the place forherwelcome: rcing fur- 
ther off Th the cxpetted:a Knight chancedroouertakerhisfairetroop, 
who well knowing Madam Oretta, viing a kinde and conrrtous ſalutari- 
on, ſpake thus vnto her. - oY 

Madam, this foor trauell may bee offcnſiue to you, and were you fo 
well pleaſed as my ſelfe, I would caſe your iourney behinde mec on my 
Gelding, euen fo farre as you ſhall command me: and beſide, wil ſhor- 
ten your wearineſſe with a Tale worth the hearing. Courrcous Sir (re- 
plyed the Lady)I embrace your kinde offer withſuch accepration, that 
| pray you toperforme it; for therein you ſhall doe me an eſpecial fa- 
uour. The Knight, whoſe Sword (perhappes) was as ceable ro 
his ſide, as his wit out of faſhion for any KG diſcourſe, /hauing the 
Lady mounted behinde him : rode on with a gentle pace, and (accor- 
ding to his promiſe) beganto tella Tale, which'indecde (of it ſelfe)de- 
fcrucd attention, becauſe it was a knowne and commendable Hiſtory, 
but yet deliuered fo abruptly, withidle repetitions of ſome particulars 
three or foare ſeueralh times, miſtaking one thing for anorher, and 
wandcring erroneouſly from the cflenriall fubie&t, ſeeming ncere an 
end, and then beginning againe : thar a poore Tale couldnor poflibly 


be more mangled, or worſe tortured intelling, thenthis was; forthe - 


perſons therein concerned, woge ſo abuſtuely nicke-named, their adti- 

ons and ſpeeches ſo monſttouſly miſhapen,that nothing could appeare 
to be morevely. er) 

Mad.me Oretta, being a Lady of vacqualled ingenuitic, admirable 

in 
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N ouell 2. The Sixt Day, 

in iudgement, and moſt delicate in her ſpeech, was afflicted in foule, be- 
ond all meaſure; onercome with many colde ſweates , and pafſionarc 

[can qualmes , to ſee a Foole thus in a Pinne-fold, and vnable to 

t out, albex the doore ſtood wide open to him, whereby ſhee became 
4 licke ; that, conuerring her diſtaſte to a kinde of plealing acceptation, 
mcrrily thus ſhe ſpake. Beleeue me Sir, your horſe trots ſo hard, & tra- 

_ uelsſo vncalily «wn I entreate you to let me walke on foot againe. 

The Knight, being (perchance) a better vnderſtander, then a Diſ- 
courſer ; percciucd by this witty taunt, that his Bowlc had run a contra- 
ric bias, and he as farre out of Tune, as he was from the Towne. So, 
lingering the time, vntill her company was necrer arriucd : heelefte 


her withthem , and rode on as his VWiſedome could beſt dire& him. 


Ciſtio 4 Baker, by a wittie anſwer which he gaue unto Meſler Geri Spina, 
cauſed him to acknowledge a ery indiſcreete motion, which he had mage 


ro the ſazd Ciſtio, 
The Sccond Nouell. 


Approuing, that a requeſt onzht to be ciuill, before it ſhould be gramed to any 


one whatſoeuer. 


T= H E wordsof Madame Oretta, were much commended by the 
© 10% <' 


5/1] Ky and women zandrhe diſcourſe being ended, the Queene 
©1ÞN grue commaud to Madam Pampinea, that ſhce ſtould follow 
cr, which made her to begin in this manner. 

Wor- 
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Worthy Ladies, it exceedeth the power of my capacitic, to cenſure 
in the caſe whereot I am to ſpeake, by ſaying, who ſinned moſt, cither 
Nature, in ſeating a Noble foulc ina vile body, or Fortune, in beſtow- 
ing on a body (beautified witha nobleſoule) a baſe or wretched con- 
dition of life. As we may obſerue by Cr#0, a Citizenof our owne, and 
many more beſide ; for, this Cii#40 beeing endued with a ſingular good 
ſpiric, Fortunc hath made him no better then a Baker; And belecue me 
Ladies, I could (in this caſe) lay as much blame on Nature, as on For- 
runc 3 if I did not know Nature to be moſt abſolutely wiſe , & thar For- 
t17c hatha thouſand eyes, albeit fooles haue higured her to bee blinde . 

ur, vpon more matureand deliberate conſideration, I tinde, that they 
both (bcingtruly wife and iudicious) baue dealt juſtly, in imitation of 
our bcit aduiſed mortals, who being vncertaine of ſuch inconuecniences, 
25 may happen voto them, do bury (tor their own benefit) the very beſt 
and choiſclt things oi eſteeme, in themolt vile and abictt places of their 
houſes, 25 being {ubiet ro leaſt ſuſpition,and where they may be ſure to 
haue chem ar alltimes, forſupply of any neceſficie wharſac:ier, becauſe 


r_ _ — 


{> baſe a conuryance hath better kept them, then the very belt chamber | 


inthe houſe could haue done, Even ſo chi fe two great commanders of 
the world, do many times hide cheir moſt precious leweis of worth, vn- 
der thecloudsof Arrs or prof:i1ons of worſt eſtimation, to the end;thar 
{etching them thence when ncede requires, their ſplendor may appcare 
to berthe more glorious. Nor was any ſuch marter noted in our homely 
Baker Ciſtio, by the beſt obſeruation of Meſſer Gert $9ima, who was ſpo- 
ken of inthe late repeared Nouell, as being the husband ro Madame 9- 
retta, whereby this accident came to my remembrance, and which(in a 
inort Tale) I wal relate vnto you. 


Let me thentell ye, that Pope Boniface (with whom the fore-named 


\te/fer Geri Spa was 11 great regard) hauing ſent diuers Gentlemen of 
his Court to Florexce as RL dons z about very {crious and impor- 
rantbuiineſſe : they were lodged in the houſe of Meſſer Geri Spina, and 
he em ployed (with them) inthe ſaide Popcs negoriation . Ir chanced, 
that as being the moſt conuenicnt way for paſſage, eucry morning they 
walked on foot by the Church of Saint 44arie 4 Yphr, where Ciitro the 
Baker dwelt, and exerciſed the trade belonging to him. Now although 
ro'tvnc had humbled himto fo meanca condition, yer ſhee added a 
bietng of wealth to that contemprtiblequaliry, and (as imiling on him 
continually) no diſaſters at any time beicH him, bur ſtill he flouriſhed in 
riches, liued like a 1olly Citizen, with allchings hitting for honeſt enter- 


cnment abourhim, and plenty of the beſt W incs (both White and 


Claret) as Florence.or any part thereabout yeclded, | 

Our frolicke Baker perceiuing, that Mef/er Geri Spina and the other 
Ambailidors, vſed eucry morning to paſle by his doorc, and atterward 
tO returne backe theſame way : ſecitng the ſeaſon to be fomewhar hor & 
ſoultry, he rookeit as an ation of kindneſle and courteſie,co make rhem 


an oftcr of taſting his white wine, Bur hauing reſpe&to his own arr 
EC. 


Ee Oe EE ns cis —— i. ee 


ah; th 


—  ———_—— 


— — 


Noozlls. The Sixt Day, 


degree, andthe condition of Meſſer Geri- hee thought it farre vnfitting 
for him, to be ſo forward in ſuch preſumption z burrather entred into 
conſideration of ſome fuch meanes, whereby Meſſer Geri might bee the 
inuiter of himſelfe to taſte his Wine. And hauing puton hima truſſe 
orthindoubler, of very white and fine Linnen cloath, as alſo breeches, 
and anapron of the ſame; and a white cap vpon his head, ſo that he ſee- 
med rather to bea Miller, then a Baker: at fuch times as Meſſer Geriand 
the Ambaſſadors ſhould daily paſſe by, hee {ct before his deore a new 
Bucket of faire water, and another fmall veſlell of Bo/a9n4 carth (as new 
and ſightly asthe other) full of his beſt and choiſeſt white Wine, with 
rwo {mall Glaſſes, looking like ſtluer , they werefocleare . Downe he 
ſare, with all this prouiſion betore him , and emptying his ſtomacke 
twice or thrice,of ſome clotted legmes which ſeemed to offend it: ever 
asthe Gentlemen were paſſing by, he dranke oneor two roufes of his 
Wine fo heartily, and with ſucha pleaſing appetite, as might haue mo- 
ucd alonging (almoſt) ina dead man. 

Meſſer Gertyvell noting his behauiour, and obſcruing the verie ſame 
courle in him two mornings together; onthethird day (as he was drin- 
king) heſaid vnto him. Well done Cifio, what, is it good, orno 2 Ciftio 
ſtarting vp, forwithreplyed : Yes Sir,the wine1s good indeed, but how 
can make youto bclecue me, except you taſte of it © Meſſer Geri, ey- 
ther in regard ofthe times quality,or by reaſon of his painestaken,per- 
haps morethen ordinary, or cle, becauſe hee ſaw C:#i0 had drunke ſo 
ſprightly, was very defirous to taite of the Wine, and turning vnto the 

mbaſladors, in merriment he ſaide. My Lords, me thinks it were nor 
much amiſle, if wetooke a taſte ofthis honeſt mans Wine, perhaps it is 
ſo good, that we ſhall not neede to repent our labour. 

Heereupon, he went with them to C:#7s, who had cauſed an hand- 
ſome ſcare to be fetched forth of his houſe, whereon he requeſted them 
to {it downe, and hauing commanded his menro waſh cleane the Glaſ- 
ſes, heſaide. Fellowes, now get yougone,and leaue me to the perfor- 
mance ofthis {eruice, for Famno rk a Skinker, then a Baker,and tar- 
ry you neuer {0 long, you ſhall Rot drinke a drop. Hauing thus ſpoken, 
himſelfe wafhcd foure or fue ſmall glafles, faireand new, and cauſing a 
Viall of his beſt wine to be brought him : hee diligently filledit ourto 
Meſſer Geri andthe Ambaſladours, to whom it ſeemed the very beſt 
Wine, that they had drunke of ina long while before . And hauing gi- 
uen Ci/tio moſt hearry thankes for his kindnefle, and the Wine his duc 
commendation : many dayes atterwardes (fo long as they continued 
there) they foundthe like courteous entertainmcnr, and with the good 
liking of honeſt Ciſtio. 

But when the aftayres were fully concluded, for which they wer thus 
{centro Florence, andtheir parting preparation in duc readineſſe : Meſſer 
Gers madea very ſumptuous Feaſt for them, inuiting thereto the moſt 
part ofthe honourableſt Citizens,and Ciſtioro be one amoneſt them , 
who (by no meanes} would beeſcenc in anaſſembly of ſuch Stare and 


pomp; 
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pomp, albeit he wasthercto (by the ſaide 24eſſer Geri)-moſtearneſtly 


cntreated, | 

In regard of which deniall, Meſſer Geyi commaunded one of his ſer. 
uants, to take a ſmall Bottle, and requeſt C:jo ro fill it with his good 
Wine; then afterward, to ſerue it in ſuch ſparing manner to.the Table, 
that cach Gentleman might be allowed haltfe aglaſle-full at their down- 
fitting . The Seruing-man, who had heard great report of the Wine; 
and was halfe offended, becauſe he could neuer taſte thereof : tooke a 
orcat Flaggon Bottle, containing foure or hue Gallonsatthe leaſt, and 
comming there-with vnto Ci3zo, ſaide ynto him. Ci#io, becauſe my 
Maſtercannot haue your companie among his friends , he prayes you 
to I[this Bottle with your beſt Wine. C79 looking vppon the huge 
Fl:2g0n, replyed thus. Honeſt Fellow, Meſſer Geri neuer ſent thee 
with ſuch a Meſſage to me-whichalthough the Seruingman very ſtout- 
ly maintained, yet getting no other anſwer, hercturned backe therwith 
tohis Maſter. 

Meſſer Geri returned the Seruant backe againe vnto Ciro, ſaying : 
Goc, and affure Cii7to, that I ſent thee to him, andif hee make thee a- 
ny more ſuch anſiveres, then demaund of him, to vyhar place cle I 
ſhould ſend thee 2 Being come againe to Cri#7o, hee auouched that his 
Maiſter had ſent him, bur C:5#io aftrming, that hee did not : the Ser- 
nant asked, to what place elfe hee {hould fend him © , Marric (quoth 
Cifio) vnto the Riuer of Arno, which runnerh by Florence, there thou 
maycſt beſurcto fill thy Flaggon. When the Seruant had r.porte« 
thisan{werto Meſſer Gert, the cyes of his vnderſtanding beganne to 0- 
p:n, and calling to ſce what Bottle hee had earried with him : |no f00- 
ner l007:od he on the huge Flag- => mm, 
con, bur ſeucrely reprouing the JJ 
{rvcincle of his Scruant, hee 
iavde. Now truſt mee, Ciſtio 
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{uch Cihoneſt meſſage, nor had 
thereaſontoyeeld orgrantit. 
Tin he fent him with a bot- 
oof more reaſynable compe-[ 
rencie, which ſo ſoone as Chis 
ſaw: Yca mary my friend,quoth 
he,now I 2m furc that thy Ma- 
ſter ſ-nt thee to me, ani he ſhall 
hauc his delire with all my hart. 
$0,commaunding the Bortletofg( 
be filled, he ſen: it away by the | 
Seruant, and preſently follow-[E=2A3STZ 
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ing after him, when he camevnto Meſſer Geri,he ſpak 
tus maner. Sir, would not haue you to imagine,thatthe huge flaggon 
GT (which 
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Nouell3. The Stxt Day, 

"(which firſt came) didany iotre diſmay mee but rather I conceyued, 
that the ſmall Viall whereof you raſted euery morning , yet filled ma- 
ny mannerly Glafſes together, was fallen quite out of your remem- 
brance ; it plainer tearmes, it beeing no Vine for Groomes or Pea- 
zants, as your ſelfe affirmed yeſterday . And becauſeI meaneto bee 
a Skinker no longer, by kceping Wineto pleaſe any other pallate 
bur mine owne : I have ſent you halfe my ſtore, and heercafter thinke 
of mee as you ſhall pleaſe. Meſſer Gert tooke both his guifte and 
ſpecches in molt thankefull :manner , accepting him alwayes after, as 
his intimate Fricnd, bccauſc he had ſo graccd him before the Ambaſ- 
{adours. 


Madame Nonna de Pulci, by a ſodaine anſwere, did put to filente a Byſhop 
of Florence, and the Lord Marſhall : haning moned a queſtion to the ſaid 
Lay, wht hſcemed to come ſhort of honeſty. 


The Third Novell. 


Wberan ts declired, that mackers do ſometimes meete with their matches in 
mockery, and to their owne ſhame, 
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EHcn Madame Pampines hid ended her Diſcourſe, and 
(by the whole company) the an{ivere and bounty of Ct- 
I #710, had paſt with deſerucd commendation: is pleaſed 
WYplp ? the Quernc, that Madame Lauretta ſhould next ſuccecd : 
LI whereupon veriechearcfiilly thus ſhe beganne. 
 Falreafſembly, Madame Pampinea (notlongtime ſince) eaue be- 
2:nnng, and Madam Philomens hath allo ſeconded the fame argument, 
COnccrning 


/ 
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concerning the lender vertue remaining in our ſexe,- arid likewiſethe 
beautie of wittic words, deliuered onapt occaſion, and in conucnicnt 
meetings. Now, becaule it is nccdlefle to proceedeany turther, then 
whart hath beene already ſpoken : ler mee onely tell you (oucr and be- 
fide).and commit it to memorte, that thenature of mcetings and ſpce- 
ches are ſuch, as they ought to nippe or touch the hearer, like vntothe 
Sheepes nibling on the tender grafſe , and not asthe ſullen Nogge by- 
teth . For, iftheir biting be an{wereablero the Dogges, they deſerue 
not to be termed witty ieſts or quips, but fouleand offenfiue language : 
as plainly appeareth by the words of Madame Orerta, and the mery,yert 
ſenſible anſwer ofcifto, 

True it is, that if it be ſpoken by way of anſwer, and the anſwerer bi- 
reth doggedly, becauſe himſclte was bitten in the ſame manner before: 
heisthe leſlero bee blamed, becauſe hee maketh payment but with 
coine ofthe ſame ſtampe. In which reſpeR, aneſpecaall care is ro bee 
had, how, when, with whom, and where we ieſt or gibe, whercof very 
many prooue too vninindfull, as appeared (not long fince) by a Pre- 
 Jate of ours , who met witha byting, no lefle ſharpe and bitter, then 
had firſt come from himſclte before, as verie brietely I intendto tell 
you NOW. 

Meſſer Antonio #'Orſo, being Byſhoppe of Florexcea vertuous,wiſc, 
and reuerend Prelate it fortuned that a Gentleman of Catalozna,named 
Meſſer Diego de 1a Raita, and Lord Marſhall to King Robert of Naples, 
came thither toviſite him. Hee beinga man of very comcly perſo- 
nage, anda great obſeruer of the choyleſt beauties in Court : among 
all the other Florentine Dames, one proued to bee moſt pleating in his 
eyc, who was a veric faire Woman indeede, and Necce to the Brother 
of the {aide Meſſer Antonts. 

The Husband of this Gentlewoman (albcit deſcended of a worthic 
Fumily) was, neucrthelefle, immecaſurably couerous, anda veric vilc 
harth natured man. Whichthe Lord Marſhall vaderſtandins, made 
luch a madde compoſition with him, as to giue him fiue hundred Du- 
cates of Gold,on condition, that hee would let him lye one night with 
his wife, not thinking him ſo baſe minded as to giue conſent. Which in 
2 greedy auaritious humour he did,and the bargaine being abſolutely a- 
greecd on; the Lord Marſhall prepared to fit him witha payment, ſuch 
as it ſhould be, He cauſed fo many peeces of f1luer to b2cunningly guil- 
ded, as then went for currant mony in Florence, and called Popolines, & 
aftcr he had lyen with the Lady (contrary to her will and knowledge, 
her husband had fo cloſely carried the buſtnefſe) the money was duely 
paidtothe cornuted Coxcombe. Afterwards, this impudent ſhame 
chancedto begenerally knowne, nothing remaining to the wilful Wit- 
toll, burlofle of his expected gaine, and ſcorne in eyery place where he 
went. The Biſhop likewiſe ({beetng adiſcreeteand ſober man) would 
ſcemeto take no knowledge thereof; but bare out all ſcoffes witha well 
(ctled countenance. [2L Fes 


C2 Within 


T he Sixt Day, + 
— Withinaſhontwhilcafterghe —_—_ the Loed Marthal(ahwaics 
conuerling together) it came to paſſe, that vpon Saint Johns day, 

ridin 5 a the Ciry, fide by (ide, and viewing the brauc chr 
which of them might beſt deſeruc to win the prize : the Byſhop cſpicd a 
yong matried Lady (which our late greeuous peſtilence bercaued vs of) 
ſhe being named Madame Nonns de Pulci, and Coufinero Meſſer Ale- 
xio Rinucci, a Gentleman well knowne vnto vsall. A very goodly beau- 
rifull yong woman ſhe was, of delicate language, and lingular ſpire, 
dwcllingcloſe by S. Peters gate - This Lady did the Biſhop ſhew to the 
Marſhall, and when they were come to her, laying his hand vppon her | 
(houlder, he ſaid, Madam Nowna, What thinke you of this Gallant ? 

Dare you aduenture another wager with him ? 

Such was the apprehenlion ot this witty Lady, that theſe words ſee- 
med to taxe her honour, or clſe to contaminate the hearers vnderſtan- 
ding , whercof there were great plenty about her, whole judgement 
might be as vile, as the ſpeeches were ſcandalous. Wherefore, neuer 
iceking tor any further purgation of her cleare conſcience, but onely to 
retort Cunt tor taunt, preſently thus the replied. My Lord,itI ſhould 
make ſucha vile acucnture, I would looke ro bee payde with better 


money. 

1 Ma words being heard both by the Biſhop and Marſhall, they felt 
themſclues rouched to the quicke, the one, as the Faltor or Broker, for 
ſo diſhoneſt a buſineſle, to the Brother ofthe Biſhop z and the other, as 
receiuing (in his owne perſon) rhe ſhame belonging to his Brother. So, 
not ſo much as looking cach on other , or ſpeaking: one word together 
all the reſt of that day, they rode away with bluſhing checkes. Vhere- 
by we may colleR, thatche yong Lady, being (o iniuriouſly proucked, 


did no more then well became her, to bite their baſeneſle ncerely, that 
ſo abuſcd her openly. 


Chichibio, the C ooke to Meſſer Currado Gianfiliazzi, by a ſodaine plea: 
ſant anſwer which he made to his Maiter;conuerted his anger intolaugh- 


ter, and thereby eſcaped the puniſhment, that Mcſſer meant to impoſe ow 
him, 


The Fourth Noudll. 


'S hereby plainly appeareth, that a ſodaine Wits J/ and merry anſ' wer,d ah often - 
times appeaſe the furious choller of an angry man. | 


Raz Adam Lauretta fitting (ilent, and the anſwer of Lady Non- 

DAP 2 hauing paſt with generall applauſe : the Quecne com- 

/ - manded Madame Neiphilato follow next in order; who in- 
SIM tantly thus began. Although a ready wit (faire Ladies) 

doth many times aftoord worthy and commendable ſpec- | 


ches, accotding tothe accidents happening to theſpeaker : yet notwith- 
anding, Fortune (being a ae: per diuers wayesto the timorous) 
doth often tippe the tongue with ſugh apreſent reply, as the partiets 


ſpcake, 
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ſpeake, had not lo much leyſure a$t5 thinke on, not yet co invent; as 1 
purpoſeto [ct you perceiue, by a prety ſhort Novell. 
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Meſſer Currado Gianfiliaz%i (as moſt of you haue bogly ſcene and kno- 
wen) living alwayes in our Citric, inthe eſtate of a Noble Cirizen, bec- 
nga man bounntull, magnificent, and within the cegree of Knight- 
hoode : continually kept both Hawkes and Hounds, taking no meanc 
delight in ſuch pleaſures as they yeelded, [negle&ing (for them) tarre 
more {crious imployments, wherewith our preſent ſubictt preſumett; 
not to meddle. Vpon a day, having kilde with his Faulcon a Crane, 
neeretoa Village called Peretola, and finding her to be both young and 
fat, he {ent it ro his Cooke, aYenetian borne, and named Chichtbio, with 
command to haue it. prepared for his ſupper. Chhibio, who rclembled 
n7 other, then (as he was indeede) a plaine, ſimple, honelt mery fellow, 
hauing dreſt the Crane asir ought ro bee, pur it onthe ſpit, and laideir 
to the hire. 

When it was well necre fully roaſted, and gaue forth a very deticats 
pleaſing ſauour ; it fortuned that a young Woman dwelling not far oh, 
named Brwunetta, and of whom Chichibio was ſomewhat coamorcd, en+ 
tredintothe Kitchin, and feeling the excellepr fmell of che Crane, ro 
pleaſe her beyond all ſauours, that cuer ſhehad felt before : ſhe encrea- 


ted Chichibio verie earneſtly, that hee would beſtow a leggethereof ar. * 


her.. Whereto Chichibio (like a pleafant companion, 


and cucxmore de-***" 
lphting in ſinging) ſung her this anſwer. 's 


My Brunctta, faire and feata, _ | 
Why ſhewla you ſay ſo* TT 


Thes ixt Day, 
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The meatteof my Maſter, 
Allowes you for no Taſter, 
Go from the Kitchin go. 


—— > — 


_— 


—_— 


Many other ſpeeches paſt berweenethem in a ſhort while, but inthe 
end, Chichibio,becauſc hee would nothaue his Miſtreſle Branetta angric 
with him ; cut away one of the Cranes legges from the ſnir, and gave ir 
to herto cate. Afterward, when the Fowle was ſerucd vpto the Ta- 
ble before Meſſer Carrado, who had inuited certain ſtrangers his friends 
to ſup with him, wondering not alittle, he called for Chichibio his Cook; 
demanding what was become of the Cranes other legge > Whercto 
the Venetian (being a lyar by Nature) ſodainely anſwered: Sir, Cranes 
haue no more but one legge cach Bird. Meſſer Carrado, growin 2 Veric 
angcry,replycd. Vilt thou tell me, that a Crane hath nG more bu t one 
legge? Did | neuer ſecea Crane before this ? Chichibro peyliſting reſo- 
Jutely in his deniall, ſaide. Beleeue me Sir, I haucrold you nothing bur 
thetruth, and when you plealc, I wil make good my wordes, by ſuch 
Fowics as are huing. W 

Meſſer Carra4o, in kinde lJoue to the ſtrangers that hee had inuited to 
ſupper, gaue over any furrherconteſtation ; onely he ſaid. Seeing thou 
a{lureſt me, tolet me ſee thy aftirmarion for truth, by orher of the ſame 
Fowleslwing (a thing whichas yetT never ſaw, or heard of) Iam con- 
rent to make proote thereof to morrow morning, till then I ſhell reſt ſa- 
rished : but, vpon my word, if I inde it otherwife, expe&t ſucha ſound 
payment, as thy knauery iultly deſerueth, to make thee remember it all 
thy life time. The contention ceaffing for the night ſeaſon, Meſſer Cer- 
rado, who though he had ſlept well, remained till diſcontented in his 
minde - aroſc in the morning by breake of day, and pufhng & blowing 
angerly, called for his horles, commanding Ch:ch1b1o to mount on one 
of them; (6 riding on towards the River, where (earely cucry morning) 
he had ſcene plenty of Crancs,, heſayde to his man ; Wefhall ſee anon 
Sirra, whether thou orTlyed yeſternight. 

Chichibto perceiving, that his Maſters anger wasnort(as yet)aſſwaged, 
and now itl{tood him vpon, to make good his lye ; not knowing how tc 
ſhould do it, rode after his Maſterfearfully trembling all he way.Glad- 
ly he would haue made an clcape, bur hee could not by any poflible 
meanes, and on cuery {1de he looked abouthim, now before, and after 
bchinde, to eſpy any Cranes ſtanding on both their legges, which would 
hauc bin an ominous (ight ro him. Bur being come ncereto the Riuer, 
he chanced to ſee (before any of the reſt) vpon the banke thereof, about 
a dozen Cranes in number, cach ofthem ſtanding but vpon one legpe, 
as they vſe to do when they are ſleeping . Whereupon, ſhewing them 
quickly ro Meſſer Currado, he faid. Now Sir your ſelfe may ſee, whe- 
x 0 I told you true yeſternight, or no : I am ſure a Crane hath but one 


thigh, and one leg, asall here preſent are apparant witneſſes, and I haue 
bin as good as my promile, 


= Mcſles 
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"Meſſer Curradolooking on the Cranes, and well vnder{}anding 
knauery of his man, replyed : Stay but alittlewhile firra, & ns 
thee, that a Crane hath rwo thighes, and two legpes. Then ſom: * 
what ncerer tothem, he cryed out, aloud, Shg! ,ſhough, hic 
ſ:d themto ſer downe their other $,and all fled: away, after they had 
made a few paces againſt the winds fortheir mounting, So v0INg Vnto 
chichibio, he ſaid : How now you lying Knaue, hath a Cranetwo legs, 
or no * Chichibis being well-neereax his wits end, notknowing now 
what anſwer heeſhould make 3 butcuenas itcame ſodainly into his 
minde, ſaid : Sir,] percciue youare inthe right, and if you would haue 
donc as much eſte rnight, and had cryed Shough, as here you did:que- 
ſtionlefſe, the Crane wouldthen haueſer down the other legge,as theſe 
oy re did : butif (as they) ſhe had fled away too, by that meanes you 

zhr have 1o{t your Supper. 

This ſodaineand vnexpected witty anſwere, comming fromſuch a 
logger-headcd Lout, and {0 [cafonably for his owne ſatcty: was ſo plea- 
ſins? : to 1teſſer Currado, that he fell into ahearty laughter, and forget- 
ting all anger, faide. C bichibio, thou haſt quitthy ſclte well, and to my 
COMCOUncnt : albcitT aduiſe thee, to teach mceno more ſuchtrickes 
h-creaiter , Thus Chichtbio, by his ſodaine and merry anſwer, clcaped 
a {ound beating, which (otherwiſe) his maſter had inflicted on him. 


Mcffer Forcſe da Rabartc, ayud Maiſter Giotto, 4 Painter hy his profeſsi- 
on, comming tozether from Mugello, ſcornfull 'y reprebended one another 
for tneir de formity of body. 

The Fift Nouell. 

IWherel Ly may bee 02ſerued, that (uch as will ſpeake contemptibly of others, 

019% (frrst of all) to looke reſpectinely on their owne imperfections. 


O ſoone as Madame Net- 
philaſarefilent (the Ladies 
hauing greatly commen- 
&S i dthe pleaſant anſiver of Chi- 
chibio) Pamphilus, by command 
'rom the Queene, ſpakc in oy 
manner. Woorthy Ladics , 
commerh to patle > >a 
I:har like as Fortune is obſcruc d 
Jiuers wayes,to hide vadervile 
'\ndcontemprible Arrs,the moſt 
greatand vavalewable rreaſurcs 
Ff vertue (as, not long fince,was 
cli diſcocrled vnto vs by Ma- 
C dame Parpinea: )ſoin like man- 
N nerhathappcared ;that Narure 
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into moſt miſbapen and deformed bodies of men. As hath beene no- 
ecd in two of our owne Citizens, of whom I purpoſe to ſpeake in fewe 
words. The one of them was named Meſſer Foreſe de Rabatta, a man 
oflittke and low perſon, bur yet deformed in body, with a flat face, like 
a Terrier or Beagle, as if no compariſon (almoſt) could bee made more 
vgly. But notwithſtanding all this deformity, he was ſo ſingularly cx- 
perienced in the Lawes, that all men held him beyond any equall,or ra- 
ther reputed him as a Treaſury ot ciuill knowledge, 

The other man, being named Giotto, had a ſpiritof ſo great excellen- 
cy,asthere was not any particular thingin Nature, the Mother and 
Worke-miſtreſſe of all, by continuall motion of the heauens ; but hee 
by his pen and penſell could perfeRly portrait; ſhaping them all ſo tru- 
ly alike and reſemblable , - that they were rakenfor the reall matters in- 
deede; and, whether they were preſent or no,there was hardly any poſ- 
ſibility ofthcir diſtinguiſhing. So that many times it happened that by 
the variable deuiſes he made, the viſible ſence of men became deceiued, 
in crediting thoſethings to he naturall, which were but meerly painted. 
By which meanes, hee reduced that lingular Artto light, which long 
time betorc had lyen buried, vnder the grofle error of fome; who,in the 
myſtcric of painting, delighted more to content the ignorant, then to 

)leaſe the iudicious vnderſtanding of the wiſe, he iuſtly deſeruing there- 
bt to be tearmedone of the Florentine moſt glorious lights. Ando 
muchthe rather, becauſe he performed all his ations, inthe true and 
lowly ſpirirofhumility : for while he liued, and was a Maſter in his Art, 
aboue a!l other Painters : yet he refuſed any ſuch title which thined the 
more maieltically in him, as appearca by ſuch, who knew much leſle 
then he, or his Schollcrs either : yet his knowledge vas extreamly couc- +» 
red among them. ; | 

Now, notwithſtanding all this admirable excellency in him : he was 
nor (thereby) a iotthe handſommer man (either in perſon or counte- 
nancc) then was our fore-named Lawyer Meſſer Foreſe, and therefore 
my Nouc!l concerneth them both . Vnderſtand then (faire Aſlemblie) 
that the poſlſeſhonsandinheritanees of Meſſer Foreſe and Grotto, lay in 
Muzello, wheretore, when Holy-dayes were celebrated by Order of 
Court, and in the Sommer time, vpon the admittance of ſo apt a vaca- 
tion , Foreſe rode thither vpon a very vnlightly Iade, ſuch as a man can 
can (11dome mcet with worſe. The like | dGrottothe Painter, as il] fit- 
red cuery way asthe other zand hauing diſpatched their buſines there, 
they both returned backe towards Florence, neither of them being able 
to boaſt, which was the beſt mounted. 

Riding ona faire and ſoftly pace, becauſe their Horſes could goc no 
faſter : and they being well entred into yeeres, it fortuned(as oftentimes 
the like beftalleth in Sommer) that a "ah ſhowre of raine ouer-tooke 
them ; for auoyding whereof, they made all poſſible haſte roa poore 
Countrcy-mans Cottage, familiarly knowne tothem b&th. Hauing 
continucd there an indifferent while, and the taine vnlikely to ceaſe: to 
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preuentall further protraQion oftime, and to arriucat Floxencein' due 
{caſon; they borrowed twoold cloakes of the poare man, of ouer-wort 
and ragged Country gray, asallorwo hoodes of the like Complexion, 
becauſe the poore man had no better) which did more miibapethem, 
then their owne vgly. deformity , ang madethem notoriouſly: flouted 
and ſcorned, by all that metor ouertooke them... 5 
After they had ridden ſome diſtance of ground, much moylegand 
bemyred with their ſhuffling Tades , flinging the dirteuery way abour 
them, that well they might be termed two filthy companions: thexaine 
gauc ouer, andthe evening looking ſomwhar cleare, they began to con- 
ter tamiliarly together. Meſſer Foreſe,riding a lofty French trot, eueric 
ſtep being ready to hoiſe him out of his ſadule, hearing Giottos diſcreete 
an{wers to cuery ydiequeſtion he made (for indeede he was a very cle- 
o2nt ſpeaker) began to peruſe and furyeigh him, cucn fromthe foote to 
the head, as we vie ro ſay « And petceiuing Þim to beſo greatly defor- 
med, as no man could be worle,in his opinion : withour any conſidera- 
tion of his owne miſhaping as bad , or rather more vnlightly then hee , 
ina ſcofhng laughing bumour , hee ſaide Grotto, dockt thou imagine. 
thar a ſtranger, who had neuer ſcene thee vefore,and ſhould now hap- 
p.ninto our companie , would belecue thee to beethe beſt Painter in 
the world, az indeede thou art ? Preſently Giorzo (without any further 
medi:arion):crurned him this anſwere. Signior Foreſe, I think he mighr 
then belceueir, when (beholding you) hee could imagine that you had 
learned your A.B. C. Which when Foreſeheard,he knew his owne er- 


ror, and ſaw his paymentreturncd in ſuch Coine, as he ſold his Warcs 
[tore | 


A your and inzentauns Scholler, berg onkindly reniled and ſmitten by his ig- 
norant Father, and through the procurement of an unlearned Picare . af- 
terward attained to be donbly rewenged on him. 


The S xth Noucll. 


Seruins as an aduertiſement to nlearned Parents, not to bee ouer-raſh, in 
cen{uring on Schallers perfeitions,through any vadde or onbeſeeming per- 
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$1 E Ladies ſmiled very heartily, at the ready anſwer of Giotto 
PK vntill the Queene charged Madam Fiammerta, that ſhee ſhould 
gp nextſuccecd in order : whereupon,thusſhebegan . The verie 
greaccit 1nfelicity that can happento a man, and moſt inſupportable of 
all other, is [gnorance;a word(I ſay)which hath bin ſo general,as vnder 
tis comptchended all imperfe&ions whatſocuer. Yet notwithſtanding, 
whoſocuer can cull (graine by graine) the defeRs incidentro humane 
race; will and muſt conteſſe, that weearc not all borneto knowledge : 
but onely ſuch, whom the heaucns illuminating by their bright radiance 

D  (where- 
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——"(whercin conliſteth the ſourſe and well-ſpring of all ſcience) by little & 
lictle, do beſtoiyrkc influence of their bounty , on ſuch and ſo manie as 
they hes who are to cxpreſſe themſelues the more thankfull for ſuch 
b . 
* 
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And although thisgrace doth leſſen the misfortune of ma- 

were ouer-mighty to bee in all ; yet fometherearc, who by 
ſawcie preſumingon themſclues , doe bewray their ignorance by theyr 
owne ſp=cches ; ſctting ſuch behauiour on each matter, and ſoothing e- 
uery thing with ſuch grauity, cuen asif they would make compariſon : 
or (to ſpeake more properly) durſt encounter in the Liſtes with grear 
Salomon or Socrates . But let vsleaue them, and cometothe matterof 
our purpoſed Nouell. 
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In acertaine Village of Prccardie, there lived a Prieſt or Vicar, who 
becing mcerely an ignorant blocke , had yer ſuch a peremptorie preſu- 
ming ſpirite : as,thoughit was ſufficiently diſcerned, yet hee begui- 
led many thereby, vntill ar laſt he deceyucd himſelfe, and with due cha- 
ſtiſement to his folly. 

A plaine Husbandman dwelling in the ſame Village, poſleſled of 
much Land and Living, but veric groſſe and dull in vnderſtanding ; by 
the cntreaty of diuers fr. Friends and Well-willers, ſome-thing morc 
intelligable then himſelfe : became incited, or rather prouoked;to ſend a 
Sonne of his tothe Vniuctrſiry of Pars, to ſtudy there as was fitting fora 
Scholler. To the end (quorh they) that hauing bur this Son onely, and 
Fortunes bleſſings abounding in ſtore for him : hee might likewiſe hauc 
theriches of the minde, which arc thoſe true treaſures indeede, that 4ri- 
ſtippue giveth vs aduice to be furniſhed withail. 

His Friends perſwaſtons hauing prevailed , and hee continued at 
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for the ſpace of three &: wharwiththedocuments he had artayned 
ro, before bis going thirher, and by meanesof a happic mmergoryinthe 
time of his being here, wherewith no young man was-more ſingularly 
cnducd (in ſo ſhoxz a hile) heartainedand performed the greateripare 
. E- yi” 77? 14 47} rep! LITNTY =o 115" 


of his Srudies. yd nil infos bot, 
paſſe; rheloneofa Father (fur- 


Now, asoftentimes it commethto 
mounting all other affe&ions in many madetheolde Farmerdefirbns ro 
ſee his Sonne : - which cauſed his ſending for him with all conyehient 
ſpecde, and obedience vrged his as forward willingneſſe thereto « The 
good olde man, nota little i to ſee himinſo good condition and 
health, andenereaſedfo much in ſtature ſince his parting thence: fami- 
larly told him, that he carneſtly deſired to know, if his minde and body 
badartained to a competent and equall growth, which within three or 
foure dayes he would pur in raiſe. 
No other helpe had he filly ſimple man , bur Maſter Vicar muſt bee 
the queſtioner and poſer of his ſon : wherein the Prieſt was very vnwil- 
ling to meddle, for feare of diſcouering his owneignorance, which paſ- 
ſed vnder better opinion then he deſerued. Butrthe Farmer becing im- 
imporrunate, and the Vicar many wayes beholdin 8 tohim,durſt not re- 
rurne deniall, but vndertooke ir very formally as it he had bene an able 
man indeede. 4 
But ſee how Fooles are borneto be fortunate, and where they leaſt 
hope, there they find rhe beſt ſucceſle ; the {1mplicitic ofthe Father,muſt 
be the meanes for abuling his Schollerly Son,and askreene to ſtand be- 
tweene the Pricſt and his ignorance. Earneſt istheolde man roknow, 
what and how farre his Sonne had profircd at Schoole , and by whar , 
notc he might beſt take vnderſtanding of his anſweres : which iumping- 
fit with the Vicars vanity , anda warrantable cloake ro coucr his kna- 
ucry ; he appoints him but one word onely, namely Neſcio, wherewith 
it he anſwered to any of his demands, it was an cuident token, that hee 
vnderſtood nothing. As thus they were walkingand conferring in the 
Church, the Farmer very carefull ro remember the word Neſcio:it came 
to paſſe vpon a ſodaine,, thatthe young manentred into them, to the 
great contentment of his Father, who prayed Maſter Vicar,to make ap- 
proegey of his Sonne, whether he were learned, orno, and how hee 
ad benefited at the Vninerfity? \ # RUPaBHILC 
After the time of the daics falutations had paſt betweene then, the 
Vicar being ſubtle and crafty,as they walked along by one of therambs 
in the Church; pointing with'his finger to the Tombe,che Pricſt vetered 
helewordetorhe Schaller SGT OI OT! 21 
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The yong Scholler (by reaſon it was exefted fincetbis depinraite; and 
finding no inſcription rr ap to informehim)\anſivered, / as well hee 
might, Neſcio. Immediately cheFathes;” keepinghe word perfett- 
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with many barſb and injurious ſpecches, tcarming him an Aſſeand Vi- 
laine,andthae he had not learned any thing. ' Hts Sonne was pacicry, 
andretyrncd no anſwer, bur plainly perceiucd, that this was a tricke in- 
tended againſt him, by the malicious treachery ofthe Pricſt, on whom 
(in time) he might berevenged, 

Within a ſhort while after, the Su : of thoſe parts (vnder whom 
che Prieſt was but a Deputy, holding the benefice of him, with no grear 
charge to his conſcience) being abroad in his viſieation, ſent word to the 
Vicar, that he intended to preachthere on the nexe Sunday, and hee to 
preparcina readineſſe, Bonwm 7 Commodum, ' becauſc hee would hauc 
n2thingelſc to his dinner. Heereat Maſter Vicar was greatly amazed, 
becauſc he had never heard ſuch words before , neither could hee finde 
them in all his Brex#arie, Hereupon, he went to the yong ſcholler, whom 
be had fo lately before abuſed, and crying him mercy, with many impu- 
dent and ſhallow excuſes, deſired him to reucale the meaning of thoſe 
words,and what he ſhould vnderſtand by Bonum g5' Commodum. 

The Scholler (with a ſober and modeſt countenance) made anſwere 
That he had bin ouer-much abuſed, which (ncuerthelefſe) he tooke nor 
ſo impaciently, but hee had already both forgor and forgiuen it, with 
promiſe of comfort in this his extraordinary diſtraRion, and greefe of 
minde. Vhien he had peruſed the Suffraganes Letter, well obſeruing 
eheblulhleſſe ignorance of the Prieſt : ſecming(by outward appearance) 
ro take jt ſtrangely, he cryed out alowd, ſaying; Inthe name of Verruc, 
what may be this mans meaning ? How? (quothrhe Prieſt) What ma. 
ner ofdemand do you make ? Alas, replyed the Scholler, you haue bur 
one povre Aﬀe, which I know you louc deerely,and yer you mult ſtew 
his genitorics very daintily, for your Patron will haue no other meat to 
his dinner. The geriitories ofmine Afle, anſwered the Prieſt ? Palkon 
of me, who then (hall carrie = Corne ro the Mill> Thereis'no 1c- 
medie, ſayde the Scholler, for he hath fo ſer it downe for an abſolute re- 
ſolution. | 

After tharthe Prieſt had conſidered thereon a while by himſelfe, re- 
membring the yearely reuennewes, which clearely hee put vpinto his 
purſe, to be ten times of farregreater worth then tus Aﬀe: he concluded 
to hauc him gelded, what danger ſocuer thould enſue thereon , prepa- 
ring them'in readinefſc againſt his comming. So ſoone as the Suffragan 
wasthere arriued, heauily hee complained to himfor his Aſſe : which 
kindeof Language henot vnderſtanding, khew not wharhe meant,nor 
how he ſhould anſwer. But becing (by the Scholler) atquainted with 
the whole Hiſtory, he laughed heanily at the Prieſts ignorant fol ly,wi- 
ſhing that all ſuch bold Bayards (from time to timc)might be ſo ſcrued. 
Likewiſe, that allignorant Pricts, Vicars, and other Graſhoppers of 

TownesorV who ſometimes hauc ontly ſeen Partes drationis 
| fred, not to ſtand qucr-muchantheirowhe ſufficiency , grounded 
vpoathcir Grammar ; but to beware whom they icht withall;' witti- 
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being avenſel BY Ber Harbind Rinaldo de Prificft, 

becauſe he took ed aeos Cie Kamel Tz 

no de Guazzaglietri" canſed her thb#8 tied before che Inge ;,"" Efomh 

whom ſhe delivered bet ſelfe, by a ſodtine, witty, and pleaſant thſiver and 
moderated a (euete ſtrict Statnte, formerly maile 42 ainft women. 


The Seuctith Novell. 


herein is declared, of what worth it is to confeſſe a trueth, with a facetion; 
and witty exck&ſe. | 


X@ Fier that Madame Fiammetts had giuen over ſpeaking, andall 
dee the Auditory had ſufficiently applauded the Schollcrs honeſt 
ALE rcucnge, the Queene enjoyned PhiloiFratws, to procecde on 
| next with his Nouefl, which cauſed him to begin thus . Bc- 
lecue me Ladics, itisan excellent & moſt commendable thing, to ſpeak 
well, andcoall purpoſes: out I hold it 4 marterof much greater worth 
ro know how to do it, and when neceflity doth moſt require It. Whi 
a Gentlewoman (of whom I am now ro fpeake) was ſo well enftruted 
n, as notonely it yeclded the hearers mirthFull contentment, but like- 
wo wmvoiry her from rhe danger of death, as (in few words)you ſhal 
ORE od LA A. 6/7" NAM 
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out making any diſtinQion) gaue ſtrict mmand;That eueric Woman 
ſhould be burned with fire,whoſe husband found herin theacte of A- 
dulrery, with any ſecret or familiar friend, as one deſeruing ro beethus 
abandoned, like ſuch as proſtitured their bodies to publike fale or hire. 
During the continuance ofthis ſharpe Edi®, it fortuned that a Gentle. 
woman, who was named Phillgpa, was found in her Chamber one 
night, in the armes ofa yong Gentleman ofthe ſame Ciry, named La- 
zarino de Guazzaghiotori, and by her owne husband, called Rinaldo de 
Puglieſe, ſhee louing the young Gallant, as her owne life, becauſe hee 
was moſt compleate inall pertections, and euery way as decrely addi- 
ed to her. 

This ſight was ſo irkeſome to Rizaldo, that, being ouercom with ex- 
treame rage, hee could hardly containe from running onthem, witha 
violent intent to kill them both : bur feare of his owne litecauſed his 


forbcarance, meaning tobe reuenged by ſome better way .; Such was 
the heatc of his ſpleenc and fury, as, ſetting aſide all reſpc& of his owne 
ſhame : he would necds proſecutethe rigour ofthe deadly Edict,which 
he hcld lawfull for him to do, although ir exrended to the death of his 
Wife. Heercupon, hauing witnelles ſufhcicnt, toapprooue the guilti- 
nelſe of her offence: a day being appointed (without dctiring any 0- 
ther counſell)he went in perſon to accuſe her , and required tuſtice a- 

inſt her. 

The Gentlewoman, who was of an high and vndauntable ſpiritc, as 
allſuch are, who haue fixedtheir affection reſolucdly, and loue vppon a 
grounded deliberation : concluded, quite againſt the counſell and opi- 
nion of hcr Parents, Kindred, and Friends ; to appeare inthe Court, as 
defiring rather to dye, by contcfling the rrueth with a manly courage, 
then by denying it, and her loue vmto {o worthy a perſons he was, in 
whoſe arms ſhechanced ro be taken; to liue baſcly incxile with thame, 
as ancternall ſcandall to her race, So, beforcthe Porcttare, ſhee made 
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ſentenceagainſt you, and pres nh þ the infliction ofdeath. Which 
I cannot do, if you confeſle not the fact, and therefore be well aduifed, 
how you anſwer me, and tell me thetruth; if irbe as your Husband ac- 
cuſeth you, or no. | 414 


_ 
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The Lady, without any diſmay or dread at all, pleaſantly thus repli. . 


ed. My Lord, true it is,that Rina/dois my Husband,andthat he found 
me, on the night named, betweene the Armes of Lazarino, where ma- 
ny times heererofore he hath embraced mee, according to the mutuall 
loue re-plighted together, which I deny not, nor cuer will. Bur you 
know well enough, and I am certaine of it, that the Lawes enated in a- 
ny Countrey, ought to be common, ind made with conſent of them 
whom they concerne, which in this Edict of yours is quite contrarie . 
For it is rigorous againſt none, but poore women onely, who are able 
ro yeeld much berrer content and (arisfaction genenally,then remaineth 
inthe power of mentodo. Andmoreouer, when this Law.was made, 
there was not any womanthar gaue conſent to it,neither were they cal- 
l:dtolike or allow thereof : in which reſpect, it may deſeruedly be ter- 
med, an vniuſt Law. And ifyou will, inpreiudice ofmy bodic,and of 
your owne {oule, be the executioner of ſo vnlawfullan Edi, it conſi- 
iteth in your power to doas you pleaſe. 

Burt before you proceedeto pronounce any ſentence, may it pleaſe 
you to fauour me with one ſmall requeſt, namely, that you would de- 
mand of my Husband, ifar all times, and whenſoeuer he tooke delight 
in my company, I euer made any curioſity, orcame. to him vnwilling- 
ly. Whereto &:xalds, without tarrying forthe Poteſtate ro moouc the 
queſtion, ſodainly anſwered, that (vndoubredly) his wife at all times, 
and oftner then he could requeſt it, was neuer ſparing of her kindncſle, 
or put him off with any deniall . Then the Lady, continuing on her 
tormer ſpeeches, thus replyed. Let methen demand of you my Lord, 
being our Poteſtate and Tudge, if it be ſo, by my Husbands owne free 
confeſſion, that he hath alwaiecs had his pleaſure of me,withourthe leaſt 
refuſall in me, or contradiftion; what ſhould I'doe with the ouer-plus 
remaining in mine owne power,and whereof he had no need? Would 
you haue mee caſt it away tothe Dogges'? Was it not more fitring for 
me, to pleaſure therwith a worthy Gentleman, who was cuen atdeaths 
doorc tor my loue, then (my husbands ſurferting, and hauing no neede 
of me)tolethimlyelanguiſhing, anddye? 

Neuer was heard ſuch an examination before, and tocome from a 
woman of ſuch worth, the moſt part of the honourable Pretoſrans (both 
Lords and Ladies) being there preſent, who hearing her vrge ſucha ne- 
ceſſary queſtion, cryed outall aloud together with one voice(afrerthzy 
had laughed their fill) that the Lady had aide well, and no more then 
ſhe might. So that, before they deparred thence, by comfortable ad- 
uice proceeding fromthe Poteſtate : the Edit (being reputed ouercru- 
ell) was modified, and interpreted toconcernethem onely, who offe- 
red iniurieto their Husbands for money , By which! meanes, — 


Nouellg. —_—— 
"ſtanding as one confounded, for ſucha fooliſh and vnaduiſed enterprize 
Jepartedfiom the Auditorie : and the Ladie, not a little ioyfulltobee 

thus freed and deliuered from thefire , returned home with viftorie to 

her owne houſe. 
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Treſco da Celatico. counſeled and adaiſed his Nezee Ceſca :- That if ſuch 


4s deſerned to be looked on, were offenſine to ber eyes, as ſhe had often told 
him; (he ſhould forbeare to looke on any. +! 
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In iuit ſcorne of [uch wpſightl and ill-pleaſing ſurly Sluts, who imagine none 
tobe faire or well-fauoured, but themſelues. 
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LT. the while as Philoſtratu; was re-counting his Nouell ; 
it {cemed, that the Ladies(who heard it) found themticlues 
m uch mooued therear, as by the wanton blocd monting 
vp intotheir cheekes, it plainly appeared . Burt in theend, 
lookingon each other withſtrange behauiour, they could 
not forbeare ſmiling : which the Queene interrupting by a command of 
attention, turning to Madame «Amilla,willed her to follow next. When 
ſhe, puffing and blowing, as ifſhe had bene newly awaked from ſlecpe, 
began in this manner. 
Faire Beauties; My thoughts hauing wandred a great diſtance herice, 
and further then I can eaſily colle& them together againe; in obedience 
et to our Queene, I ſhall report a much ſhorter Noucll, then otherwiſe 
(perhappes) I ſhould haue done, ifwy minde had beene alittle necrer 
home. I ſhall tell you the groſle fault of a fooliſh Damoſell, well corre. 
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&cd bya,witry.reprehenlion of her-Vnckde ; if (hee had binandued buy 
with ſo euch ſence, ak #6-kauc, vaderſtopd ig, i ne ur dos Pires: = (ty g50c0v 
An honeſt man,named{FreſcodeGrlmice.hada good fullom wenda to: 
his Neece who for her folly and ſquemiſhnes,: was generally called Ce- 
{a,or nice Franceſca.And althogh ſhe had ſtature ſufficient, yer none of 
the handforzeſt, & a good hard fanourd countenance,nothing nere ſuch 
Angelica beauties as we haue ſcenz yet ſhe wagendued withluch hcighe 
of minde,and ſo proud an opinion of her ſelfe, rhar it appcaredasa cu- 
ſtome bred in hir,or rather a gift beſtowed on hir by nature(thogh none 
of the beit)to blame and deſpiſe both men and women, yea whoſocucr 
ſhe lookt on; without any conlideration of her ſelf,ſhe being as vnſight- 
Jy, ill ſhaped and vgly faced,as a worſe was very hardly to be found. 
Nothing could bedone at anytime, to yeildeher liking pr content : 
morcouer,the was ſo walſpiſh,nice,& ſquemitlh; rhat adethe cam into 
che royall Court of France,it was hatefull & contempnble eghir. When- 
ſocuer ſhe went through the ſtreers,eyery thing onke and was noiſome 
ro her ; ſo that ſhe neuer did any thing bur ſtap her noiezasifall men or 
women ſhe met withall; and wharſocuer elſe ſhe lookt on, were ſtinking 
and offenſjue: Butler vs leaue all further relation of her'ill conditions, 
being cucry way (indeed) ſo bad, and hardly NGET ny ſenſible 
body,rhat we cannot condemne them ſo muchas we ſho 
It chanced vpon agday,thar ſhce comming home tothe hauſe where 
her Vnckledwelt,declarcd her wonted ſcuruy and ſcornfull behauiour; 
Fclling,puffing,and pouring cxtreamly, in whichhumorſlic far downe 
by her Vackle,who deſiring to know what had diſpleaſed her,ſaid. Why 
how now Franceſca? what may the mcaning of rhis bee? This beinga ſo- 
lemne feſtivall day ,wharis the reaſon of yourſo ſooneterurting home ? 
She coily biring che lip, and brideling her headasif the had bene ſome 
mans beſt Gelding, ſprucely thus replyed.;” >. p 
Indeede you ſay true Vnckle, I am come home veric carely, becauſe, 
fince the day of my birth, I neuer ſaw a City fopeltered with vuhand- 
fomepeople, both men and women, and worſe this high Holyday,then 
eucr I did obſerue betore. I walked thorow ſome ſtore of ſtreeres,and I 
could nor ſee one proper man : and as for the women, they are the moſt, 
miſhapen and vgly creatures, that, if God had made me ſuch an one, I 
ſhould be ſory thay cuer 1 was borne. And being no longer able to en- 
dure ſuch vnpleaſing fights, you wil 'nothinke (Vnckle) in what an an- 
per] am come home., , Freſco, to whome theſe ſtinking qualities of his 
Neece ſeemed ſo vnſufferable, rhathee could not (with patience) cn- 
dure them any longer, thusſhort and quickely anſwered. Franceſca, if 
all people of our Citic (both men and women) be ſo odious in thy cyes, 
and offenſive ro thy nofe,as thou laſt ofren reported to me : bee aduiſed 
then'by my counſcll. Stay Ri ar home, and look vpon none but thy ſclfe 
ofiely,4hd rhen chouſhalr be ſure thar chey cannot diſpleaſe thee. Bur 
_ thee & being as cmpty of wir as a pith-leſſe Cane, and yer thought her 
tidg-thenr ro exceed Salornons, could not vaderſtand the leſt part ofhir 
» ITVIO , <. $14% | E $0) HF 251 | Viicles 
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Vnkles meaning but ſtood as ſenſcleſſe as a ſheepe. Onely ſher ; 
 thatſhe wouldreſort to ſome other pares of the country, which Tin: 
found avsiwakly furniſhed of handſome PI hecreſhee did, ſhee 
would conorine betecr of her ſelfe, then eur the had done before. | 


Signior Guido Cavalcante, with 4 ſodaine and witty anſwer, reprehended 
the 14þþ folly of certaine Florentine Gentlemen, thit thought to ſcorne and 
flout bins, | 


- 


The Ninth Nouell: 
Notably difcontring the great difference that is between learnin? ani i2no- 
rance,T pon tudrcions apprehenſion. . 


Een the Queene perceiuedythat Madame et mil/ia was diſchar- 
\ m8 ped of her Nouel], and none remained now toſpeake next,uut 
IM onely her ſelfe, his priuilevge alwayes remembred, ro whomir 

belonged to be the laſt, ſhe vegan inthis manner. | 

Faire Company, you haue this day diſappointed me oftwo Nouells 
at the leaſt, whereof I had intended to make vie. Neuertheleſle, you 

' ſballnot imagine mee ſo vnfurniſhed, but that] haue left one jn ſtore; 

the concluſion whereof, may miniſter ſuch inſtrypion , as willnot bee 

reputed for ydle and impertinent: but rather of ſuch marteriall conſe- 
quence, as better hath not this day paſt among ys... 
Vnderſtand then (moſt faire Ladics) that in former times long fince 
paſt, our Cittic had mavy excellent and commendable cuſtomes init; 
whereof (in theſe vnhappy daycsof ours) we cannot ſay that poore 
one remiineth, ſuch hart; beene the roo much encreaſe of Wealth and 
Couctouſndſſe, the oncly ſupplanters of all good qualitics whatſocurr. 
_ Among 
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Among which lawdable and friendly obſeruations, there was one well 
deſerwng note, namely,that indiuers places of Florence,men of the beſt 
houſes in euery quarter, hada ſociable and neighbourly aſſemblie to- 
octher, creating their company to conſiſt ofa certaine number, ſuch as 
wereableto ſupply their expences ; asthis day one, andto morrow an- 
other : and thus ina kinde of friendly courſe, eachdaily furniſhed the 
Table,forthe reſt of the company. Oftenrimes,they did honourto di- 
uers Gentlemen and ſtrangers, vpon their arriuall in our Citty, by inui- 
ting them into their aſſembly, and many of our worthieſt Cirizensbe- 
ſide ; ſothatitgrew toa cuſtomary vſe, and one eſpecially day inthe 
yeare appointed, in memory of thisſo louing a meeting, when they 
would ride (triumphally as it were)on horſebacke thorow the Cittie , 
{omerimes performing Tilts, Tourneyes, and other Martiall exerciſes, 
but they were reſcrued for Feaſtiuall dayes. 

Among which company, there was onecalled, Sizntior Betto Brane- 
le(chi, who was earneſtly defirous, to procure Sizmor Guido C analcante 

eCaualcanti,to make one inthis their friendly fociery . And not with- 
out great reaſon: for,ouer and beſide his bcing one of the beſt Logitians 
as thoſe times could not yeeld a better: He wasalſoa moſt abſolute na- 
turall Philoſopher(whichwortby qualities were little eſteemed among 
theſe honelt meerers) a very friendly Gentleman, ſingularly well ſpo- 
ken, and wharſocuer elſe was commendable inany man, was no way 
wancing in him, being wealthy withall, andableto returne equall ho- 
nors, where he found rhem to be duly deſerued,as no man therin could 
go beyand him. Bur Sipmor Betto,notwithſtanding his lons continued 
1mportunitie, could notdraw him into their aſſembly,which made him 
and the reſt ot his company conceiue, that the ſolitude of Guide,retiring 
himſclfe alwaies from familiar conuerſing with men : prouoked him to 
many curious ſpeculations : and becauſe he retained ſome part of the 
Epicurean Opinion, their vulgare indgement paſſed on him , that his 
ſpeculations tended to no other end, bur onely to finde outthar which 
was neuer done. | 

Ir chanced vpon a day,that Signior Guido departing from the Church 
of Saint Michael d*Horta, and paſling along by the Adamari,lo farre as 
to Saint Johns Church,which cucrmore was his cuſtomarie Walke: ma- 
ny goodly Marble Tombes were then abour the ſaide Church, as n »w 
adaycs areat Saint Reparata, and diuers more beſide. He entring among 
the Collumbes of Porphiry, and the other Sepulchers being there, be- 
cauſe the doore of the Church was ſhut : Signior Betto & his companie, 
cameriding from S.Reparata,8 eſpying Siznior Guido among the graucs 
and tombes,faid. Come,letvs go make ſomeielts to , pur- 
ting the ſpurs totheir horſes,they rodeapace towards him : and being 
vpon him beforc he perceiued them, one of them (aid. Gauidothourefu- 
ſeſt ro beone of our lociery,& ſeckeſt forthat which neuer was : when 
thou haſt found it, tell vs, what wiltthou do with it 2 

Guido (ceing himſelſe round engirt withthem, ſodainly thus reply- 
"— "WA : 
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ed: Gentlemen, you may vſe_mecin your owne houſe as youpleaſe . 
And ſcrting his hand on oneof the Tombes (which was ſome-whar 

car) he rooke his riſing, and leapt quite ouer it on the further ſide, as 
being ofan agile and ſprightly body, and beingrhus freed from them , 
he went away to his owne lodging. They ſtoodeall like men amazed, 
ſtrangely looking one vpon another, and began afterward ro murmure 
among themſclues : That Guido was a man withour any vnderſtanding, 
and theanſwer which he had made vntothem, wasto no purpoſe, nci- 
ther ſauoured of any diſcretion, but meerely came from an empty brain 
becauſe they had no moreto doin theplace where now they were,then 
any of the other Citizens, and Signior Guido (himſelfe) as little as any 
of them; whercto Signior Betzo thus replycd. 

Alas Gentlemen, it is you your {clues that are void of vnderſtanding : 
for, if you had but obſerued the anſwer which he made vnto vs : hee did 
honeſtly, and (in verie few words) not onely notably cxpreſſe his owne 
wiſedome, but alſo deſcruedly reprehend vs, Becauſe, if wee obſerue 
thingsas weought to doe, Grauesand Tombes are the houſes of the 
Fi ordained and prepared to be their Jateſt dwellings. Hetolde vs 
moreouer, that although we haue heere (in this life) other habirations 
and abidings z yet theſe (orthe like) muſt ar laſt be our houſes. To ler 
vs know, and all other fooliſh, indiſcreete, and vnlcarned men, that we 
are worſe then dead men, in compariſon of him, and other men equall 
to him in skill and learning. And therefore, while wee are heere among 

theie Graues and Monuments, it may well be ſaid, that we are not farre 
from our owne houſes, or how ſoone we ſhall be poſſeſſors of them, in 
regard of the frailty attending on vs. 

Then cuery one could preſently ſay , rhat Signior Gurdo had ſpoken 
nothing but the truth, and were much athamed of their owne folly,and 
ſhallow eſtimation which they had made of Guide, deſiring neuer more 
after to meddle with him ſo groſſcly, and thanking Signior Betco, for ſo 
wellreforming their ignorance, by his much better apprehenſion. 
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—_ er Onyon, pro /ed rertaine honeſt people of the Countrey, to fhew then 
| 2 4 Feather of the age P boenix, that ws Noo inhis þeinrgtre 
whereof, be found Coales, which he auonthed to be thoſe very coth; 

with the ſame Phamtx was roaſted. Tra 6 46 lady Chen, Loon: 
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Wherein may be obſerued , what palpable abuſes do rnany times paſſe ;hudev 
the counterfeit Cloake of- Religion. | | et 
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= Hcn all ofrhem had deliuered their Nouels,Dionews kno- 
S wing, tharit remained in him torciare rhe aſt for this 
A day : without attending for any ſolemne command (af 
We YA tcr he had impoſed filence on them, that could nor ſufh- 
"J2w&7 ciently commend the witty reprehenfion of Guide,thus he 
began. Wiſe and worthy Ladics, although by the priuiledge you hauc 


granted, it is awfull for metro ſpeake any thing beſt plealingto my ſelf: 

yet notwithſtanding, it is not any part of my meaning, to varrie from 

ehe matter and m | wherepf you have ſpoken to very good pur- 

& And therefore, following your footiteppes, I entend to telf you, 

w craftily, and witha Ramprar pr raifed in his owne defence: 

a Religious Frier of Saint A»thonies Order, ſhunneda ſhame, which 

two wily companions had prepared for him. Nor lctit offend you, ifT 

run into more large diſcourſe, rhen this day hath bene vfed by any, for 

theapter we wares Fmt Nonell : becauſe, if you well obferue it,the 

: Sun 1s as yet inche middeſt of heancn, and therefore you may the better 
forbeare me. © TER eg 

 Cerzolds, as (perhaps) you kiow, orluucheatd, istVillage w_ 
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Valeof Elſa, and vader the authority and commaund of our Florence, 
which although it be but ſmall: ya(in former times)it hath bin inhabi- 
ted with Gentlemen,and people of eſpeciall reſpeR. A religious Friar 
of $..Anthomies Order.,named Friar Oyox, had long tume vicdto reſort 
thither,to recciue the beneuolent almes,which thoſe charitablyaffected 
people inſimplicity gaue him,8: chiefly at diucrs dates of the year,whe 
their bounty and deuotion would extend themſ{chues more largely then 
at othter ſeaſons. And ſo much the rather, becauſe they thought him to 
be a good Paſtor of holy life in ourward appearance, 8 carried aname 
of much greater matter,then remained inthe man indeed ; beſide, that 
part of the country yeilded far moreplentifull abundance of Onyons, 
then all other in T#/cany clſewhete,a kinde offoode greatly affected by 
thoſe Friars,as men alwaies of hungry & good appetite. This Friar O- 
nyon was a man of litle ſtature,red haire, achearfull countenance, and 
the world afforded nota more crafty companion, then he. Moreouer, 
albeit he had very little knowledge or learning, yet he was ſo prompr, 
ready & voluble of ſpeech, vttering often he knew not what himſelte : 
chat ſuch as were not wel acquainted with his qualities, ſuppoſed him 
ro be a {ingular Rhetoritian,cxcelling Ciceroor Quinilianthemiclues , 
& he was a goſlip,fricnd,or deerely affected, by euery one dwelling in 
rhoſe parts. According to his wontedcuſtome,one time he wentthither 
inthe month of Auguſt,and on a Sunday morning, when all the dwel- 
lers thereabout,were preſent to heare Maſle,and inthe chiefeſt Church 
aboue all the reſt : whenthe Friar ſaw time conucnient for his pur poſe, 
he aduanced himſcltc, and began to ſpeake inthis manner. 

Gentlemenand Gentlewomen, youknow you hauc kept 2 comm*-n- 
dable cuſtom,in ſending yeerly tothe poore brethren of o@. r Lord Ba- 
ron S. Anthony, both of your Corne and other prouiſion, ſome more, 
ſome lefle,all according to their power,means.and deuotion,to the end 
that bleſſed $. Anthony ſhould be the more carcfull of your oxen,ſheep, 
alles,lwine,pigs,and other cattle. Morcouer,you haue vſcd ro pay(eſpe- 
cially ſuch as haue their names regiſtred in our Fraternity) thoſe duties 
which annually you ſend vnto vs. Forthe collection whereof, [am ſent 
by my Superior,namcly our L. Abbor,&therfore(with Gods bleſſing 
you may come after noone hither,whcn you ſhal hearethe Rels of the 
Church ring:then wil I make a predication to you z you ſhall kifſe the 
Croſle,and belide,becauſe I know youal to be moſt deuout ſeruants to 
our Lord Baton S.Ambhony,in eſpeciall grace and fauor,[ wil ſhew you 
a moſt holy and goodly Relique,which I my ſelfe (long ſince) brought 
from thc holy Land beyondthe ſeas. If you defirero know what itis, 
[cr metell you, thar it is one of the Feathers of the ſame Phenix, which 
was inthe Arke withthe Patriarch Noah. And hauing thus ſpoken, he 


became ſilent, returning backe to heare Maſſe « While hee deliuered 
theſe and thelike ſpeeches, among the other people theninthe church, 


there were two ſhrewde and crafty Companions; the one, named 


lohn de Bragomiero, and the other, Biagto Piz.25mo.  Thele ſubtile Fel- 


lowes, 
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lowcs, after rhey-had heard the report of Fryer Ory0ns Relique: altho 
they were his intumate friends; -unticame thither in his company * 
they concluded betweene themfrucs, to ffiewihim atricke of Legierdu- 
mainc,and to ſteale the Feather framhim, Vhen they had intelligence 
of Friar0»y0ns dining that day acthe Caſtle ,, with a worthy Friend of 
his :n0 ſooner was he ſet atihe' Fable, buraway wen they in all hafbe; 
roche nne where the Fryar frequemed, with: this determination, thax 
Ziagio ſhould hold conference wththe Friars boy, while his fdlow ran- 
ſackt the Wallet, to finde the Feather, and carry it away with him , for 
a ſuture obſeruarion, . what the Friar would ſay.vntothe people, when 
he found the loile ofthe Feather, and could not performe his promle 
ro them: 

The Fryars Boy, whom ſome called Guccio Balena, ſome Guecio Im- 
brata, and others Guccia Porco, was (uch a knauiſh Lad, and had ſo ma- 
ny bad qualities, as Lippo Topo the cunning Painter, or the moſt curious 
Poeticallwit, had not any ability to deſcribe them. Friar O»you himſclt 
did often obſeruc his. behauiour, and would make this report among his 
Friends. My Boy (quoth he) hath nine rare; qualities in him, and ſuch 
they arc, as if Salomon, Ariſtotle, or Seneca had onely bur one of them: it 
wereſuthctent ro torment and trouble all their vertue, all their ſenſes, & 
all cheirfanCtity.. Conſider then, what manner of man he is like robe, 
hauing nine ſuch raritics, yet voide of all vertue, wit, or goodnes. And 
whenit was demaunded of Friar O»yon, what theſe nine rare condtt- 


ons were : hee hauingthem all readie by heart, and in rime, thus an- 
ſlwered. Fe; 


Boyes I haue knowne, and ſcene, 
And heard of many : 
Bur, 
For Lying, Loytring, Lazineſſe, 
For Facing, Filching, Filthineſſe ; 
For Careleſſe, Graceleſſe, all } mthriftineſſe, 
- My Boy excelleth any. ne 


Now, oucr and beſide all theſe admirable qualitizs, hee hath manic 
more ſ{uch{ingularities,which(in fauour rowards him)I am faineto con- 
ecale. | Butthat which ſmile moſt at in him, is}! that he wonld haye a 
Wife in cuery place where he commeth, yea, and a good houſero boor 
too : for, inregard his beard beginneth ro ſhew itſelfe, riſing thicke in 
haire, blacke and amiable, he is verily perſwaded, tharall Women will 
fallinlouewich him; and if they refuſe ro follow him, he will in all haſt 
run afterthem. Bur eruly, heis a notable ſeruant ro mee, for I cannor 
[pcake with any one,andiin neuer ſo great ſecrecy, but he will be ſureto 
heare his part 3zand when any queſtion is demanded of me; he ſtandesin 
luch aweand feare of my diſpleaſure : that he will bee ſure to make the 
icſt anſwer, yea or no,according asherthinketh it* OO: | 

ow, 


. 
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Now, to proccede where we tft, Friar Onyon having ktt this ſeruice- 
ablc yourhar his lodging, to ſce thar no bodic ſhould meddle- withy his 
commndirics, eſpecially his Wallet, becauſe of rhe ſacred things rhere- 
in containcd : Guccio Imbratza, who as carneſtly affeRed to be inthe Kir- 
chin, as Birds to hop from branch to branch, eſpecially, when anic of 
che Chamber-maides were there , elpyed one of rhe Hoſteſſes Female 
atrendants,a grofle fat Trugge, low of ſtature, ill faced, and worſe for- 
med, with a paire of breſts like rwo bumbards, ſmelling loacthſomely of 
ercaſc and ſweare ; downe ſhee deſcended into the Kitchin, likea Kire 
vpon a peece of Carion. This Boy, or Knaue, chuſe whither you will 
ſtyle him, having carcleſly left Fryar O»yons Chamber doore open, and 
all the holy things ſo much ro be negleRed , although it was then the 
moncthof Auguſt, when heare is in the higheſt precominance, yethee 
would needs (it downe by the fire, and began to conferre withrhis ami- 
able creature, who was called by the name of Nur. 

Bcing ſer cloſe by her, he told her,thar he was a Gentleman by Artur- 
niſhip, and that he had more millions of Crownes, then all his life time 
would ſcruc him to ſpend ; befide thoſe which he payed away dayly, as 
hauing no conuenient imployment for them. Morcouer, he knew how 
ro ſpeake, and do ſuch things, as were beyond wonder or admiration . 
And, neuer remembring his olde tatterd Friars Cowle, which was(ſo 
ſnorticand greazic, thar good ſtore of kirchin ſtuffe might haue beene 
boiled out of it ; as alfa a foule ſlouenly Trufle or halfedoubler all bau- 
died with bowling, fat greazic lubbetrly ſweating, and orher drudgerics 
in the Conuent Kitchin, where he was an Officer in the mcancſt credite, 
So that ro deſcribe this ſweer youth in his lively colours, both for naru- 
rall perfectionsof body, and artihciall compoſure of his Garments; ne- 
ver came the fowleſt {ilks our of Tartaria or India,more vply or vniight- 
ly to bee lookt vpon. And for a further addition to his neatc knauery, 
his breeches were ſo rent between his legges, his ſhoves and ſtockings 
had bin at ſucha mercileſſemaſſacre: that the gallanreſt Commandador 
of Caſtile (though he had neucr (o lately bin releaſt our of ſlauery)could 
hauc withr tor better garments, then he; or make larger promiſes, ehen 
he did to his Nuta. Proteſting to cmirle her as his 25 wh ro free her 
fromthe Innc and Chamber thraldomes, if ſhe would liue wnb him, be 
his Loue, partaker of his Fans poſlefſions, and fo to ſuccecd in his fu- 
eure Fortunes. All which brauadoes, though they were belche foorth 
with admirablc inſinuations : yet they conuerted into ſmoke, as all ſuch 
braggadochuo behauiours do, and he was as wiſe atthe cnding,as when 
he began. | 
Our former nained two craftic'Companions, ſecing Guecio Porcof0 
{crioully employed about Nuts, was there-with not a little contented, 
becauſe their intended labour was now more then halfe ended, And 
perceiuing no contradiction to crofle their proceeding, into Friar Om 
ons chamber entred they finding ix ready open for their purpoſe: where 
thefirſt thing that came into the hand in ſearch, was the wallet, VV hen 


they 
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they had opencdir, they found a ſmall:Cabiner, wrappedina grextma- 
ny 7 dings of rich Tata zand work vnfolded it, a tine formall Key 


was hanging thereat : wherwith hauirly vnlocke the Cabiner,they found 
afaire Feather of a Parrotstaile , whuch they ſuppoſed to bee the veric 
ſame, that he meant to ſhew the people of Certaldo. And truly(in thoſe 
dayes) it was no hard matrer to make chem belceuc any thing, becauſe 
the fdle vanities of +/£g pt and thoſe remorer parts, had not (as yer) bin 
ſcene in Tuſcany, as {ince then they haue bin in great abundance, tw the 
vtter ruine (almoſt) of /taly. 

And although they mightrhen be knowne to very few, yer the inha- 
bitants ofthe Country penerally, vaderſtoodelittle or nothing at all of 
them. For there, the pure {1mplicitic of their ancient predeceidours (til! 
continuing ; they had not ſeeneany Parrots, or. ſo muchas heard an 
ſpeech of them. Wherefore the tivo cratry conſorts, not a little joyful! 
of tinding the Feather , rookeit thence withthem, and beecauſe they 
would not leaue the Cabinet empty, cl|pying Char-coales lying in a cor- 
nerofthe Chamber, they filled it with them, wrapping it vp againe in 
the Taffata, and in as demure manner as they found it. So,away came 
they with the Feather,neither ſcene or ſuſpeed by any one, intending 
now to heare what Friar yon would ſay, vppon the loſle ot his prect- 
ous Relique,and finding the Coales there placed inſted thereof. 

The ſimple menand women of the country, who had bin at morning 
Maſſc in the Church, and heard what a wonderful Feather they ſhould 
ſceinthe after noone;returned in all haſt ro theirſhouſes, where one tel- 
lingthis newes to another,and goſhp with goſhp conſultingtheronzthey 
madethe thorter dinner, and afterward flocked in maine troopes to the 
Caſtle,contending who ſhold firſt ger entrance, ſuch was their deuotion 
ro ſee the holy feather. Friar Onyon hauing dined,and repolcd alitle attcr 
his wine,he aroſe fromthe table tothe window, where beholding what 
multitudes came to ſee the feather , he aſſured himſelfe of good ſtore of 
mony. Hereupon,he ſent to his Boy G=cc/o Imbrata, that vppon the Bels 
ringing,he ſhould come and bringrhe wallet'to him. Which(with much 
ado)he did,ſo ſoone as his quarrell was ended inthe kirchin, with the a- 
miable Chamber-maid Nata,away then he went with his holy commo- 
ditics: where he was no ſoonerarriued, but becaulc his belly was readie 
ro burlt with drinking watcr,he ſent him to the Churchto ring the bels, 
which not onely would warme the cold water in his belly, bur likewilc 
make him run as gaunt asa Grey-hound 

When altthe people were aſſembled in the Churchtogether , Friar 
Onyon (never diſtruſting any iniuric oftered him, or that his cloſe com- 
maditics had bin medled withal)began his predication, vtrering a thou- 
ſand lies to fithis purpoſe. And when he came tofhew the feather of the 
Phcenix(hauing firſt in great devotion finiſherheconfeſſion)*hecauſed 
two goo dly torclicsto be lighted, ducking eawne his head three ſeuc- 
rall nmecs, betorc hee would ſo much as touchthe Taffata; he opencdir 
with much rcucrence. Soſoone as the Cabinet came to be ſeen,off wene 
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his Hood, lowly he bowed downe his body, and ire gn prai- 
ſes ofthe Phoenix,and ſacred progernies of the wond Relique,che 
Couer of the Cabinet being keel vppe, he ſaw the ſameto bee full of 
Coales. He could not ſuſpe his Villaine boy todo this deede, for he 
knew him not to be cndued with ſo much wit, onely hee curſt him for 
keeping it no berter, and curſt himſelte alſo, for w7 ang truſt in ſugha 
careles knaue,knowing him to be flothfull, diſobedient, negligent, and 
void of all hancſt vnderſtanding or grace. Sodainly(withour bluſhing) 
Icſt his loſſe ſhould bediſcerned, he lifted his lookes and hands to hea- 
uen, ſpeaking out ſo loude, as euery one might eaſily heare him, thus : 
Othouomnipotent prouidence,for cuer let thy power be praiſed. Then 
making fſt the Cabinet againe,andrurning himſelfeto the people,with 
lookes expreſſing admiration, he proceeded inthis manner. 

Lords, Ladies, and youthereſt of my worthy Auditors : You areto 
vnderſtand, that I (being then very young) was ſent by my Superiour, 
into thoſe parts, where the Sun appcarcth ar his firſt riſing. And I had 
receiued charge by exprefle command,that I ſhould ſecke for(ſo much 
as conſiſted in my power todo)the eſpeciall vertues and priuiledges be- 
longing to Porcellane, which although the boyling thereof bee worth 
burli:rle, yer it is very profitablero any but vs. In regard whereof, be- 
ing vpon my journey, and departing from Yexice, paſſing along the Bor- 
20 de Grecia, ] proceeded thence (on horſeback)through the Realme of 
Garbo, {0 to Baldacca, till I came to Parione; from wh<nce, not without 
or-at extremity of thirſt, [arriued in Sardrgnta. 

But why do [trouble you withthe repetition of ſo m2ny countries ? 
I coaſtcd on ſtill, after I had paſt Saint Georges Arme, into Truffia, and 
then into Buffra, which are Countries much inhabited, and with grear 
pcoplc. From thence went into the Lans of Lyin2,wherel found ſtore 
of the Brethren of our Religion, and many other beſide, who ſhunned 
all paine and labour, oncly for the loue of God, and cared as litlte, for 
the paincs and trauailes which others tooke, except ſome bench ariſed 
thereby to them, nor ſpend they any money in this Country, bur ſuch 
$15 without ſtampe.ThenceI went into the Land of Abruzzzs, where 
the menand womengoe in Galoches ouer the Mountaines, and make 
them garments of their Swines guts, Not farre from thence, I found 
people, that carried bread intheir ſtaues, and wine in Satchels, when 
parting from them, I arriucd among the Mountaines of Bacchw, where 
all the waters run downe with a deepe fall, andin ſhort time, I went on . 
ſo far, that I found my ſelfe to be in /ndia Paſtinacazwhere I ſwearto'you 
by the holy habit which I weare on my body, that I ſaw Serpents flye, 
things incredible, and ſuch as were neuer ſcene before. 

But becauſe I would be lothto lye, ſo ſoone as I departed thence, I 
met with Maſs de Saggio, who was agreat Merchantthere, and whom 
I found cracking Nuts, and felling Cockles by retale. Neuenheleſſe, al 
this while I could not finde what I ſought for, and therefore I was to 
paſſe from hence by water, ifI intended to trauaile thither,and ſo in rc- 
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turning back, 1 came into the Holy Eand, where coole freſh breads ſold 
for foure pence, and the hot is giuen away for nothing . There Tfound 
the venerable Father (blame me norl beſcech you) the moſt wootthie 
Patriarch of /er»/alems, who for the rexerence que to the habite T-weare; 
and loue to our Lord Baron Saint Anrbony,would haye me to ſet al the 
holy Reliques, which he had there vnder his charge: wherof there-were 
ſo'many, as if I ſhould recount them all ro you; I neuer could cometo a 
conclulion. Burt yet, not to leaue you diſcomforted, I will relate fome 
few ofthem to you. | 

Firſtofall, he ſhewed me the finger of the holy Ghoſt, ſo whole and 

perfett, as ever it was. Next, the noſe of the Cherubin,which appeared 
ro Saint Frances; with the payring of the naile of a Seraphin, and one 
of the ribbes of Yerbumcaro, faſtened to one of the Windowes, coue- 
red withthe holy garments of the Catholique Faith. Then he rooke me 
into a darke Chappel, where he ſhewed me diuers beames of the Starre 
that appeared to the three Kings inthe Eaſt. Alſo a Violl of Saint 4r- 
chaels {weate, when he combartced with the diuell : And the taw-bone of 
dead Lazarus, with many other precious things belide. And becaulc | 
was liberall to him, giuing him two of the Plaines of Monre Morello, 
in the Vulgare Edition, and ſome of the, Chapiers del Caprezzo,which 
he had long laboured in ſcarch of; he beſtowed on me ſome of his Re+ 
Iiques. | | 70T Fic”? 
b Firſt, he gaue me one of the eye-teerth of Santa Crux ; and a liric Vi- 
oll, filled with ſome part of the ſound of thoſe Belles, which hung in the 
ſumptuous Temple of Salomon. Next, he gaue mee the Feather of the 
Phoenix, which was with Noah in the Arke,as before I rold you'. ' And 
one of the Waodden Patrens, which the good Saint Gerrard de Mapna- 
wa vicd to weare in his trauailes, and which TI gaue(nor long ſince) to 
Gerrard ai Bouſy at Florence, where itis reſpeted with much deuoti- 
on. Moreouer, he gaue me a few of thoſe Coales, wherwiththePhoe- 
nix of Noah was roaſted; all which things I broughr away thence with 
me. Now, molt true it.is, that my Superiour wouldneuer ſuffer mce to 
ſhew them any wherc, . varill he was faithfully cenified, whether they 
weretheſame precious Reliques, otno . But perceyving by ſundric 
Myracles which they haue wrovght, apd Letters of ſufficient credence 
receyued from the reuerend Patriarch, thatallis true, he hath graunted 
me permiſhon to ſhew them ,and becauſe wold not truſt any one with 
matcersof ſuch moment, I my ſelfe brought them hither with me. 

Now I muſt tell you, that the Feather of the fame Phoenix, I conuey- 
cedintoa ſmall Cabinet or Casker, becauſe it ſhould not be bent or bro- 
ken. Andthe Coales wherewiththe ſaid Phoenix was roaſted,l put into 
another Casket,in all reſpe&so like to the former, that many times | 
haue take one for another. As now at this inſtantir hath bin my fortunc: 
tor,imagining that I brought the Cagket with the feather, I miſtooke my 
{elf,& brought the other with the coales. Whercin doubtles [ haue nor 
offended, becauſe 1 am certaine,that we of our Order do not any may, 
F2 ur 
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"a bur it is ordred by diuine direion, and our bleſſed Patronthe Lorde 
Baron Saint Anthony. And ſo much the rather, becauſe about a ſenight 
hence, the Feaſt of Saint A#thoxy isto bee ſolemnized, againſt the pre- 
aration whereof, and to kindle yourzeale with the greater feruencie : 
hone the Caskert with the Coales into my hand, meaning, rolet you 
ſce the Feather, ar ſome more fitting ſeaſon. And therefore my bleſſed 
Sonnesand Daughters, pur off your Bonnets,and come hither with de- 
uotionto fooke vpon them. But firſt let me tell you,whoſocuer is mar- 
ked by any of theſe Coales, with the figne of the Crofle : he or ſhe ſhal 
liue Ki this yeare happily, and no fire whatſocuer ſhall come neereto 
rouch or hurt them, So, ſinging a ſolemne Antheme in the praiſe of S. 

Amheny, he vnveyled the Casket, and (hewed the Coales openly. 
The ſimple multitude, hauing(with great admirationand reuerence) 
a long while beheld them, they thronged incrouds to Fryar Omyon, gi- 
uing him farregreater offerings, then beforethey had, and entreating 
him ro marke them cachafter other, Whereupon, he taking the coales 
in his hand, began to marke their garments of white, and the veyles on 

the Womens heads, with Crofles of no meane extendure : af. 


rm! 
tothem, that the morethe Coales waſted with making thoſe grear 55S 


ſes, the more they ſtill encreaſed inthe Casker, as often before hee had 
made triall. | 

Inthis manner, hauing crofled all the Certaldanes (to his great bene- 
fit) and their abuſe : he ſmiled athis ſodaine and dexterious deuiſe, in 
mockery of them, who thoughtto haue made a ſcore of him, by dif 
poſſeſſing him ofthe Feather. For Bragomero and Pizzino, being pre- 
ſent at his Learned predication, and hauing heard whata cunning ſhift 
he found, to come off cleanly, without the leaſt dereQion, and alldeli- 
uercd with ſuch admirable proteſtations : they were faineto forfake the 
Church, leaſt they ſhould haue burſt with laughing. 

But whenall the pcople wereparted and gone, they mer Friar Oxy 
on athis Inne, where cloſely they diſcouered ro him, what they had 
done, delivering him his Feather againe : which the yeare 
following, did yeeld him as much money, as 
_ now the Coales had 

done. 
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erate His Nouell affoorded cquall pleaſing to the whole companie, 
SR Friar O-ons Sermon being much commended, butefpeci 
FI S his long Pilgrimage, and the Reliques he had both ſcene, an 
brooght home with him. Afterward, the Queene percciving, thar her 
reigne had now the full expiration, graciouſly ſhe aroſe, and raking the 
Crowne from ofther owne head, placed on the head of Dionews, ſaying. 
Itis high time D/oxews, that you ſhould taſte partof the charge & paine, 
which poore women haue felt and vndergone in their ſoucraigntic and 
goucrnment : wherefore, be you our King , and rule vs with ſuch awe- 
tull authority, that the ending of your dominion may yeelde vs all con- 
rentment. Dzoxews being thus inueſted with the Crowne, returned this 
anſwer. 

[ make no doubt (bright Beauties) bur you many times haue ſcene as 
good, ora better King among the Cheſſe-men,then I am. Bur yer of a 
certainty, if you would be obedientto me, as you ought in duric vnto a 
true King : I ſhould grant you aliberall freedome of that, wherein you 
take the moſt delight, and without which, our choiſeſt deſires can neuer 
be compleate. Neuertheleile, I mcanc, that my gouernment ſhal be ac- 
cording to mince owne minde. So, cauſing the Maſter of the Houſhold 
ro be called for, as all the reſt were wont to do for conference with him: 
he gaue him direRion, for al things fitting the time of his Regiment,and 
then turning tothe Ladies, thus he proceeded. 

Honeſt Ladics, we haucalreadie diſcorrſcd of variable deniſes, and 
ſo many ſcuerall manners of humane induſtry, concerning the bufines 
wherewith Liciſca came to acquaint vs : that her very words, hauc mini- 
ſtred me matter, ſufficient for our morrowes conference, oreclſcI ſtand 
in doubr, that I could nothauedeuiſed a mote connenicnt Theame for 
vs totalke on. She (as you hauc all heard) (aide, that ſhee had nor anic 
neighbour, who cameatrue Virgin to her Husband, and added more- 
ouer, that ſhe knew ſome others, who had beguiled their Husbandes, in 
very cunning and crafty manner. Bur ſetting aſide the firſt part, con- 
cerning the proofe of children, I conceiue the ſecond to bee more apte 
for our intendedargument. In which reſpe&, my willis (ſeeing Liceſca 
hath giuen vs ſo good an occaſion) that our diſcourſingto morow, may 
onely concerne ſuchſlye cunningand deccits, as women haue heereto- 
fore vſcd, for ſatisfying their owne appetites, and beguiling th2ir Huſ- 
bands, without their knowledge, or ſuſpition,and cleanly eſcaping with 
them, or no. 

This argument ſeemed not very pleaſing to the Ladics,and therefore 
they vrged analteration thereof, ro ſome marter berter ſuting withthe 
day, and their diſcourſing : whercto thus he anſwered. Ladies, I know 
as well as your (clues, why you would haue this inftant argument alte- 
rcd: but, tochange me from it you hatieno power, conſidering the ſca- 
ſon is ſuch, as ſhielding all (borh men and women) from medling with 
any diſhoneſt aQion ; itis lawtfull for vsto ſpeake of what weep, 
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— And know you not, thatthroughthe ſad occaſion of thetime , which 
now oucr-ruleth vs, the Iudges, have forſaken their venerable benches, 
the Lawes (both divine and humanc) ceaſing, granting ample licenſe to 
cucry one,to do what beſt agreeth with the conſeruation of life z'There- 
fore, if your honeſtics doe ſtraine themſclues a little , both in thinking 
and ſpeaking, not for proſecution of any immodeſt deede, but onely for 
familiar and blameleſſe entercourſe : I cannor deuiſe a more conuenienr 
ground, at leaſt that carrieth apparant reaſon, for reproofe of perils, ro 
co{ue by any of you. Morcouer, your company, which hath bin moſt 
honeſt,lince the firſt day of our meeting, tothis inſtant : appeareth nor 
any iot to be diſgraced, by any thing either ſaid or done, neither ſhal be 
(I hope; inthe meanclt degree. 

And whart is he, knowing your choiſe and vertuous diſpoſitions, fo 
powertull in their owne preuailing,that wanton words cannot miſguide 
your wayes, NO noi the terror of death ir (clte, that dare inlinvare a di- 
ſtempredthoughr? But admit, that ſome {light or ſhallow iudgements, 
heing you perhaps lomerimes) talk cof ſuch amorous follies, ſhould 
therctorc ſuſpitioully imagine you to be faulty, or elſe you would bee 
more ſparing ot ſpecch? Their wit and cenſure are bothalike, ſauouring 
rather of their owne vile nature, who would brand others with their 
baſebred imperteions. Yerther is another conſideration beſide,offom 
preat iniury offered ro mine honor, and whercof I know not how you 
can acquit yourſelues. 

I thar haue bin obedient to you all,and borne the heauy load of your 
bulineſſe, hauing now (with full conſent) created mee your King, you 
would wrelt the law out of my hands, and diſpoſe of my authoritic as 
you pleaſc. Forbeare(geatle Ladies) all friuolous ſuſpirions, more tir 
tor them that arc full of bad thoughts, then you, who haue true Vertue 
ſhiningin youreyes 3 and cherefore, leteuery one freely ſpeake their 
minde,according as their humors beſt pleaſeththem. | 

VW hen the Ladies heard this, they made anſwer, that all ſhould bee 
anſwerable ro his minde. Whereupon, the King gauethem all leaue to 
diſpoſe of themſelucs till luppertime. And becauſe the Sun was yet ve- 
ry high, in regard allthe re-counted Nouels had bin ſo ſhort : Dionems 
went to play atthe Tables withanother of che yong Gentlemen,& Ma- 
dame £&za,hauing withdrawne the Ladicsaſide, thus ſpake vnto them. 
During the time of our being heerc,l haucofren bene delirousto let you 
ſee a place ſomwhar neere at hand, and which I ſuppoſe you haue never 
ſcene, it being called TheYalley of Ladies. Till now, I couldnot finde a- 
ny convenient time to bring youthither, the Sunne continuing ſtill a- 
loft. which fitteth you with the aprer leyſure, and the ſight (1 am ſure) 
can no way diſcontent you. 

The Ladies replycd, that they were all ready to walk with her thither: 
and calling one of rheir women to attend on them,they ſet on, without 
ſpcaking a word to any of the men. And within the diſtance of halfe 
milc, they arriucd at theYalley of Ladher,wherinto they entred by a trait 


paſſage 
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pallige at the one ſide, from whence there iſſued forth a cleare runhing 
iuer- Andthey found the faide Valley to bee fo mou and pleaſant, 
cpecially inthat ſeaſon, which wasthe hotreſt ofall the yearezas all the 
world was no whereable ro yceld the like. And, as one of the ſaid La- 
dies ({ince then) relatedto mee, there was a plaine in the Valley fo di- 
rectly round, as if it had beene formed by a compaſle,, yet rather it re- 


ſembled the Workmantſhip of Nature, thento be made by the hand of 


man : containing in circuite ſomewhat more thenthe quarter ofa mile, 
enuironed with ſixe finall hils,ofno great height, and on cach of them 
ſtood alittle Palace, (ſhaped in the faſhion of Caſtles. 

Theground-plots deſcending from thoſc hils or mountaines, grew 
leſſe and leſſe by variable degrees , as wee obſcrue at entering into our 
Theaters, from the higheſt part to the loweſt, ſuccinly ronarrow the 
circleby order. Now, concerning theſe ground-plortes or little Mea- 
dowes, thoſe whichthe Sun Southward looked on, were full of Vines, 
Oline-trees, Almond-trees, Cherry-trees, and Figge-trees, with di- 
uers other Trees beſide, fo plentifully bearing fruites, as you could nor 
diſcerne a hands bredth of lofſe. The other Mountaines,whereon the 
Northerne windes blow, were curiouſly couered with ſmall Thickets 
or Woods of Oakes, Aſhes, and other Trees ſo greene and ſtraite, as 
ir was impoſſible to behold fairer . The goodly plaine it ſelfe, not ha- 
uing any other entrance, but where the Ladies came in, was planted 
with Trees of Firre, Cipreſle, Laurell, and Pines fo ſingularly grow- 
ing in formall order, as if fome artificiall or cunning hand had planted 
them, the Sun hardly picrcing through their branches, trom the top to 
the bottome, euen at his higheſt, or any partof his courſe, 

All the whol: field was richly ſpred with grafle, and ſuch varicty of 
dclicate Flowers, as Nature yeilded out of her plentcous Store-houlc . 
Butthat which gauenoleſle delight thenany of the reſt, wasa ſmalrun- 
ning Brooke, deſcending from one ofthe Vallics, that dinided two of 
the little hils, nd fell througha Veine of the intire Rocke it ſelfe, that 
the fall and murmure thereof was moſt dclighrtull ro heare, ſceming all 
the way in the deſcent, like Quicke-filuer , weauing it ſelf into artifi- 
ciall workes, and arriuing in the plaine beneath , it wasthere receyued 
intoa ſmall Channel, ſwiftly running through the midſt of the plaine, 
roa place where it ſtayed, and ſhaped it ſelfe into a Lake or Pond, ſuch 
as Our Citizens haue in their Orchards or Gardens,when they pleaſeto 
make vic of fucha commodity. 

This Pond was no deeper, thento reach the breaft ofa man, and ha- 
uing no mud or ſoyle init, the botrome thereof ſhewed like finall bea- 
tengrauell, with prety pibble ſtones imtermixed, which: -thar had 
nothing elſeto do, would fit downeand count them as they lay, as very 
ealtly they might. - And not onely was the bottome thus apparantly 
| feene, buralfo ſuch plenty of Fiſhes ſwimming cuery way, asthe mind 

wasneuer to be wearied inlooking on them. Not was this water boun- 
ded inwithany bankes, bur onely the fides of the plain Medow,which 


made 
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made it appeare the more ſightly, as it aroſe in ſwelling plenty. And al- 
wayecs asit ſuper-abounded in his courſe, leaſt it ſhould euerflow diſor- 
derly : it fell into another Channell, which conueying it along the low- 
er Vallcy,ran forth to water other needtull places. 

Whenthe Ladies were arriued in this goodly valley, and vpon adui- 
ſed viewing it, had ſuffciently commended it: in regard the hear ofthe 
day was grear, the place tempring,and the Pond free from ſight of any, 
they reſolucd there to bathe themſelues. Wherefore they ſentrhe wai- 
ting Gentlewoman to hauea diligent eye on the way where they ente- 
red, leaſt any one ſhould chancero ſteale vpon them. All ſcuen of chem 
being ſtripr naked, into the water they went , which hid their delicate 
white bodies, like as a cleare Glaſſe concealeth a Damask Roſe within ir. 
So they being in the Pond,andthe water nothing trouvled by their be- 
ing there, they found much prety paſtime rogerher , running after the 
Fithes, to c2tch them with their hands, butthey were ouer-quicke and 
cunning for them. Aſter they had delighted themſelues there to their 
owne contentment, and were cloathed with their 2arments, as before : 
thinking it fittime for their returning backe againe, leaſt their oucrlong | 
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ſtzy mivlit g1ue offence, they departed thence inan eafte pace, dooin 


nothing elſe all the way asrthey went,bur exrolling the Y alley of Ladies 
beyondall compariſon. 

Ar the Palace they arriued ina due houre, finding the three Gentle 
men at play, as they I:ftthem, ro whom Madame Pampixea plcafantly 
thus ſpake. Now truſt me Gall.nts, this day wee haue very cunninely 
beguled you. How now? an{wered Dionens, begin youhritro act, be-_ 
fore you ſpeake 7 Ycstruly Sir, replyed Madame Pamprnea - Relatin 
to him ar large, from whence they came, vyhat they had done there, 
the bcautic ot the place, andthe diltance rhence. The King(vpon hir 
excellent rcport)being very dcfirous ro ſec it; fodainely commaunded 
Supp:rto be ſcrucd in, which vvas no {voner ended, bur they and their 
three {erumts (lcauing the Ladicywalked on to the Ya/tey, which when 
thcy had contidered,no one of them having eucr bin there bcfore;they 
thought it to be the Paradiſe of the World. 

Th:y bathed themſclucs there likewiſe, as the Ladics formerlte had , 
done, and bung re-ucſted, returned backeto their Lodgings, becauſc 
darkenightdrew on apace : but they found the Ladies dauncing, to 2a 
Song which Madame Fiammetts ſung. Whenthe dance was ended , 
they entertained thetime with no other diſcourſe, but oncly concer- 
ning thc alley of Ladies, vvhereof they all ſpake liberally in commen- 
dations. VWhercupon, the King called the Maſter of the Houſhold,ei- 
ung hiuncommand, that (onthe morrow) dinner ſhould be readic be- 
un, 7s bedding to bethence carried, ifany defired reſt at mid-rime 
of the day. 


All this being done, varicty of plealing Wines were brought, Ban- 
querting ſtuffe, and other dainties , after which they fell ro Dauncing . 
And Pamphilzs, bauing reccyued command,to begin an eſpecial dance, 
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the King turned himſelfe vnto Madame E liz, ſpeaking thus. Faire La- 
dy, Jouliine done me ſo much honour this day, asto deliver mee the 
Crowns : inregard whetof, be you this nighrthe Miſtreſſe ofthe ſong: 
and let it be ſuch as beſt may pleaſe your ſelfe © Whereunto Madam 
£liz.c, with a modeſt bluſh anfingin her face, replyed ; That-his will 
ſhould be fulfilled, and then (with a delicate voyce) ſhe beganne in this 
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T he Song: 
The CHORYVS ſung by all. 
19 y £ ,if T can ſcape free from forth thy holde, 


| Beleewe it for a truth, 


Neuer more ſhall thy falſhoode me enfolde. 


Fed my poore hopes, as itil they aid encreaſe, 

But like a Tyrant, full of rancoroms hate, 
Thou tookſt aduantage : 

And Tſought refuge. but it was too late, 


Loue,if I can ſcape free,eyc, 


But being thus ſurprized in thy ſnares, 

To my mufortune, thou madſt me her ſlaue z 

Was onely borne to feede me with deſpaires, 

And keepe me dying in a living graue. 

For 1 ſaw nothing dayly fore mine eyes, 
But rackes aud tortures : 

From which I could not get in any wiſe. 


Lowe, if I can ſcape free, &yc. 


My ſizhes and teares I vented tothe winde, 

For none would heare or pittie my complaints ; 

My torments ſtill encreaſed in ths kinde, 

And more and more 1 felt theſe ſharpe reſtraints. 

Releaſe me now at laſt from forth this hell. 
Aſſwage thy rigour, 

Delight not thus in eruelty to awel.. - 


Lowe, if Ican ſcape free gye. 


If this thos wilt not grant, be yet ſo kinde, 
Releaſe me from theſe worſe then ſcruile bands, 
| G 
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which new 2vaine hopes hane bred, wherein I finde ; 
| Suchwiolent feares, as comfort quite wahitands.. 

| Be now (at length) alittle moon d topittie, 
* , Bent neeſolutle: | 
.-, . Orin mydeathiHen my Swan-like Dittie. 


Loue, if Tcan ſcape free from forth thy holae, 
Beleene it for a truth, 


Neuer more ſhall thy falſhood me enfolde. 


After that Madame Eliza had made an end of her Song, which ſhee 
ſcaled vp with an heart-breaking ſigh : they all ſare amazedly wande- 
ringat her moancs, not oneamong them being able to coniecture,whar 
ſhould be the reaſon of her ſinging in this manner. Butthe King being 
in agoodand pleaſing temper, calling Tindaro, commaunded him to 
bring his Bagge-pipe, by the ſound whereofthey danced diuers daun- 

ces : And agreat part of the night being ſpentinthis manner, 
they all gaue ouer, and departedto their 
Chambers. 


The End of the Sixth Day. 


"The Seventh Day. 
I hen the «A ſſembly being met together, and ynder 


the Regiment of Dioneus : the Diſconrſes are directed, for the diſconerie 
of ſuch policies and deceites, as women hane wſed for beouilin? of their 
Huzbandes, either in reſpect of their loue, or for the preuention of ſome 
blameor ſcandal, eſcaping without ſteht, knowledgc,or otherwiſe. 


The Induction tothe Dayes 
Diſcourſes. 


LL the Starrcs were departed out of the Faſt. 
but onely that, which we commonly cal bright 
Lucifer, orthe Day-Star, gracing the morning 
very gloriouſly : when the Maſtcr of the houſc- 
hold, being rifen, went withall the prouiion, 


to the Yalley of Ladtes , to make cucric thing in 


On they ſet towards the Yalley, euen as the Sunne was rifting : and all 
the way as they went, neuer before had they heard ſo many fweete 
Night1ingales, and other pretty Birds mclodiouſly finging, as they dud 
this morning, which keeping them company thoroughout the 1ourncy, 
they arriued at the Yalley of Laates, where it ſeemed to them,rhar infinir 
Quires of delicate Nightineales, 2nd other Birds, had purpoſely made 
a mecting, cuen as it were to zine them a glad welcome rhither. 
Diners times they walked abour the Yalley, neuer ſatisfied with view 
ing it from oncendto rhe other ; becauſe it appeared farre more plca- 
ſing vnto them, then irhad donethe precedent day : and becauſe the 
daycsſplendour was much more conforme tothe beauty thercof. At- 
ter they had broken their faft, with excellent Wines and Banquetting 


ſtuffe, they began to tune their inſtruments andfing; becauſe Ons" 
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T he Induttion. 
the ſweet Birds ſhould not excell them the Yaley(with delicate Echoes) 
anſweringall their notes. When dinner time drew neere, the Tables 
were couered vnder the ſpreading trees, and by the goodly Ponds fide, 
where they ſate downe orderly by the Kings direRion : and all dinner 
while, they ſaw the Fiſhes ſwimme by huge ſhoales in the Pond, which 
ſometimes gaue them occaſton to talke, as well as gaze on them. 

When dinner was ended, and the Tables withdrawne, in as iocond 
manner as before, they renewed againe their hermonious ſinging. In di- 
uers places of this pleaſant Yalley, were goodly field-Beds readily furni- 
ſhed, according as the Maſter of the Houſhold gaucecnſtrudtion, enclo- 
ſed with Pauilltons of coſtly ſtuffes, ſuch as are ſometimes brought our 
of France. Suchas were ſo diſpoſed, were licenſed by the King ro take 
their reſt : and they that would not, he permitted them to their wonted 

aſtimes, each according to their minds. But when they were riſen from 
hee, and the reſt from their other exerciſes, it ſeemed to be more then 
high time, thar wy thould prepare for talke and conference. So,(itting 
downe on Turky Carpets,which were {pred abroad onthe greengraſle, 
and cloſe by the place where they had dined : the King gaue command, 
that Madam -4m1{a ſhould firſt begin, wherero ſhe willingly yeelding 


obedience, and expetting ſuch ſilenr attention, as formerly had bin ob- 
ſcrued, thus ſhe began. 


Tobn 
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gouerned by Dioneus. 
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lohn of Lorraine heard one knocke at his doore in the mioht time, whereup- 
pon he awaked his Wife Monna Teſla. She made him belecue, that t was 
4 Spirit which knocked at the deore, and [o they aroſe, going both together 


fo contare the Spirit with a prayer ; and afterwardes. they beard no mort 


knocking. 


<— 
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The Firſt Nouell. 


Reprebending the ſimplicity of ſome ſottiſh Husbands + And di ſcouering the 
wanton ſubtilties of ſome women, to compaſſe their <1nlawfull deſires. 


— —  ———— ——— 
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1} Y Gracious Lord (quoth Madame A milla) it 


had benea matter highly pleaftingro mce, that 


any other (rather then my ſeltc){hould haue be- 
gun toſpeake of this argument, which it hath 


pleaſed youro apoint. Bur ſeeing itisyour High- 
neſſe pleaſure, that I muſt make a _aſlage of aſſu- 
rancefor all the reſt ; I will not be irregular, be- 
cauſe obedience is our cheefe Article. I ſhall 


therefore(Gracious Ladies) ſtrive, to ſpeake ſomething, which may bee 


aduantageable to you heercafrer, in regard, that iforher women bee as | 


fearfull as we, eſpecially of Spirits, of whichall or ſexe have generally 
bin timorous (although, vpon my credite, Iknow not what they are, 
nor cuer could mecte with any, to tell me what they be) you may, by rhe 
diligent obſeruation of my Nouell : learne a wholſome and holy pray- 
er,very auaileable, and of precious power, to coniureand driue them a- 


way, whenſocuer they (hall preſumero aſſaulr you in any place. 


There 
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* There dwelt ſometime in Florence, and inthe ftreet of Saint Branca- 
zio,a woollen Weauer, named John of Lorrayne 32 man more happy in 
his Art, then wiſe inany thing elſe beſide : becauſe, ſauouring ſome- 
what of the Gregorie, and (in very deede) little lefle then an Ideor ; Hee 
was many times made Captain ofthe Woollen-Weauers, in the quar- 
ters belonging to Santa Maria Nowella,and his houſe was the Schoole or 
receptacle, for all their meetings and aſſemblies. He had divers other 
petty Offices beſide, by the Gignity andauthority whercof, hce {uppo- 
{cd himſc!fſc much exalted or cleuated, abouethe common pitch of o0- 
tha imncn. And this humour became the more tractableto him, becauſe 
he additcd himſclte oftentimes (as being a man of an caſte inclination) 
to be a benctactorto the holy Fathers of Sante Maria Nouella, giuing 
(beſide his other charitable Almes) to ſome onea paire of Breech:s, ro 
another a Hood, and to another a whole habit. In reward whereof the 
taught him (by heart) many wholſome prayers, asthe Pater noſter in 
the vulgar ronguegthe Song of Saint Alex; the Lamentations of S:inr 
Bernard, thc Hymne of Madame Matrlda, and many other ſuchlike 
matters, which he kept charily,and repcarcd viually, as tending to thz 
ſalation of his {0.:1cs 

This man, had a very faire and loucly wite, named Aonnr TeYa, the 
daughter of Manuccis della Cnculia, wile and well aduifed ; who know- 
ing the ſimplicity of her Husband, and affeRting Frederizo di Neri Pego- 
lotti, who was acomely yong Gentleman,frcſh, andinthcfloure of his 
time, eucnas ſhe was, therefore they agreed the better together. * By 

mcncs of her Chamber-maid, Frederizoand ſhee mer often tovether, 
at + Countric Farme of John of Lorraynes, which hee had nzcre to Flo. 
rence, and where ſhe vſcd to lodge all rhe Sumner time, called Came- 
rata, whether Zahn reſorted lomrimes to Supper, and lodze for a nighr, 
rcti.rnins home ag2ineto lus City houſe the next mor 'n2z yet often 
he would Ray there longer with his owne companions. 

Frederizo, Wiio Was ng meanc manin his Miltreſſes tauor, and there- 
forc thele private meetings the more welcometo him ; reccined aſum- 
mons or aſſignation from hertoberhereonſuch a night, when hir huſ- 
band 12d no intent of comming thither , There they ſvppcd merrily 
rogether, and {no doubr) did other things, nothing appertaining ro our 
purpolc, ſhe bothacquainting, and well inſtructing him, ina dozen (at 
thelcaſt) of her Husbands deuout prayers. Nor did ſhee make any aC- 
count, or Frederio0 cither,that this ſhould be the laſt tume of their mee- 
ting, becauſe (indeede) it was not the firſt : and therfore they ſer down 
an order and concluſion together (becauſethe Chambermaide muſt be 
no longer the meffenger)in ſuch manner as you ſhall heare. 

Frederizo was to obſcruc clpecially, that alwaycs when hee went or 
came from his ownc houſe, which ſtood much higher then John of Lor- 
r.ywesdid, ro looke vpona Vine,cloſcly adioyning to her houſe, where 
[tood the [cull of an Aﬀes head, aduanced vponan high pole; & when 
the tacc thereof looked rowards Florence, he might ſafely come, it be- 


ing 
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ing an aſſurcd figne, that 7ob» kept athome. And ifhe found the doote 
(hurt, he ſhould ſoftly knockethree ſeutralltimes, amd theteoh bee 
admitted entrance.- Burifthe taceftogd towatds Fie/dla;chenhetnight 
not come; for it wasthe ſigne of 75h being thete, and then thertemipht 
be no matlling at all. | | 12900 ii OT ON BLCTOTT: FORE #40 
Hauingrhus agreed vpon this'comtluſion; atid had many ametryytnee- 
tings together : one hight aboue thereſt;"whete Fy4derigo 'WaSappoin- 
red ro ſuppe with Monna Teſſa, who hid made ready wo far” Capons, 
dreſt in moſt dainty and delicate miunner”:' it fl 6utlo vnfortunarely, 
that /ohn(whole Kuc was not to come thar nighr\came thither very lare, 
yet before Frederigo, wherewith ſhe being not alirtle offended; gaue John 
a (light ſupper, of Lard, Bacon,andſuch like coarſe prowlion , becauſe, 
the other was keptfor a better gueſt. In the meane time, and while 7097 
was at ſupper, the Maide(by hcr Miſtreſſes direion) had comieighed 
the rwo Capons, with boyled Egges, Bread and a Bottle of Wine (all 
tolded vp ina faire cleane tablecloth) into her Garden, that had a paf- 
ſage toit, withoutentering into the houſe, and where ſhee had divers 
times ſupt with Frederigo, She further willed the Maide, toſer all thoſe 
things vndera Peach-tree,which adioyned to the fields {ide : bur, ſo an- 
gry The was at her husbands vnexpe&ted comming, thar ſhee forgot to 
bid ber tarcic there, till Frederigoes comming, and to tell him of 1-hns 
being there : as alſo, totake what he found prepared readie for his Sup- 
cr. gy 
John and ſhe being gone to bed together, and rht Maide likewiſe, ir 
was not long after, before Frederigo came, and knocking once ſoftly at 
the doore, which was very necreto their lodging Chamber, on heard 
the noiſe, and (o did his wife. Butto the end, that /9þn might not hauc 
theleaſt {cruple of ſuſpition, ſhe ſeemed to be faſt aſleepe; and Frederigo 
pauſing a while, according to the orderdireted; knockt againethe ſe- 
condtime. 7-by wondering therecat very much, iogd his witcja litle,and 
faide to her : Teſſa, heareſt thou nothing ? Methinkesone knocketh ar 
our doore. Morna Teſſa, who was berrer acquaihted with the knocke, 
then plaine honeſt meaning Jobs was, diſſembling asif ſhee awaked out 
of a frowſie dreame, ſaiue : Alas Husband, doſt thou know what this 
is? In the name ofour bleſſed Ladie, be not affraid, this is but the Spirit 
which haunts our Countrey houſes, whereof I hane often told thee,and 
it hath manytimes much diſmayed me, lining heerealone without thy 
comfort . Nay, ſuchhath bin my fearc, thatindivers nights paſt , ſo 
ſoone as I heard the knockes : I was feigne to hide my ſelfe in the bedde 
ouer-head andeares (as we vſually ſay) neuer daring to beſo bold, as to 
looke out, vntill it was broad open'day. Arifegood wife (quoth 1ohn) . 
and if it be ſuch a Spirit ofthe Countrey, as thou ralkeſt of, neuer be af- 
fraid ; for before we went to bed, Eſaid the Teturs, the Intemerats, with 
many other good prayers beſide. Morcouer, I made the figne of the 
ligne ofthe Croſſe at ewery corner:ofour bed;in th#tiami of be Father, 
Son,and holy Ghoſt, forhat no doubs atall needs t&#be made; of any 


power 
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power it can haueto hurt or touchvvs. | 

Monna Teſſa, becauſe (perhaps) Frederigo might recciue ſdme other 
ſuſpition, and fo cntcr into diſtaſte of her by anger or offence : determi- 
nedto ariſe indeede, and to ler him covertly vnderftand, that Zobn was 
there, and therefore ſaide to her husband. Belecuc me 7oby, thy coun- 
ſcll is good, and ante” Sg of thy words hath wiſcdomein it : bur I hold 
it beſt for our owne ſafety, thou being heere 3 that wee ſhould coniure 
him quite away, to the end he may neuer more haunt our hovſe, Con- 
turc him Wife ? Quoth1obn, By what meanes ? and how £ Bee pariene 
good man (quoth Teſ/a) and I will enſtru@ thee. I have learned an cx- 
cellentkindeof coniuration , for, the laſt weeke, when I went to procure 
the pardons at Fie/ola, one of the holy.recluſe Nuns,who(indeede /ohn) 
is my indecred Siſter and Friend, and the moſt ſantimonius in life of 
them all ; perceiving me to be troubled and terrified by Spirits; taught 
me a = 5 "Sig and holy prayer, ang proteſted withall, chat ſhee had 
often made experiment thereof, before ſhe became a Recluſe, & found 
it (alwaycs) a preſent helpero her. Yet neucr durſt I adventure to eſlay 
it, living hecre by my ſelte all alone : bur honeſt Z-þn, ſceing thou are 
heere with me, we will go both together, and coniure this Spirit. John 
replycd, that he was very willing z and being both vp, they went fayre 
andſoftly ro the doore, where Frederizoſtoode ſtill without, and was 
growne ſomewhat ſuſpitious of his long attendance. 

When they were come tothe doore, Honna Teſſa faid to lobn : Thou 
muſt cough and fpct, atſuchtimeas TI ſhall bid thee. Well (quoth John) 
I will notfaile you. Immediately ſhe beganne her prayer inthis man- 
ner. 


Spirit, that walkit thus in the night, 

Poore Conntrey people to affright : 

Thou haſt miſtane thy marke and ayme, 

The head ſtood rizht, but lohn home came, 
And therefore thow muit packe away, 

For I hawe nothing elſe to ſay : 

But to my Garden get the gone, 

Vnder the Peach-tree ſtands alone, 

There ſhalt thou finde two Capons areitj 
And Epgpes laide in mine owne Hennes ne, 
Bread, and a Bottle of good wine, 

All wrapt ip 1n acloath mo#t fine. 

Is mot this good Goblins fare * 

Packe and ſay you haue your ſhare , 
' Not doing harme to lohn or me, 

Who this night keepes me companie. 


No ſooner had ſheended her deuoute coniuring prayer, bur ſhe ſaide 
to her husband: Now John, cough and ſper : rags - 
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did. And Frederigo, being all this while without,hcaring her witty con- 
juracion ofa Spirit, which he himſelfe was ſuppoſed to be, being ridde of 
his former icalous ſuſpition :in the middſt of all his melancholy, could 
very hardly retraine from laughing,the eſt appeared ſoplealingro him: 
But when John cought and ſper, ſoftly he ſaid ro himſelfe : VV hen nexr 
thou ſperſt,ſpet out all thy teeth. | 

The woman hauing three ſcucrall times coniured the Spirite, in ſuch 
manner as you haue already heard; returned to bed againe with her huſ- 
band: and Frederigo, who came as perſwadedro ſup with her, being lup- 
perleſſcall this while ; dire&ted by the words of Monna Teſſa in his prai- 
er, went into the Garden. Atthe foot of the Peach-tree,there he found 
the linnen cloth, with the two hot Capons, Bread, Egges, ang a Bortle 
of Winein it, all which he carried away with him, and went to Supper 
at better leyſure. Oftentimes afterward,vpon other mectings of Frede- 
riooand (he together, they laughed heartily at her enchantment,and the 
honeſt beleete of lilly John. 

I cannot deny, bur that ſome do afhrme, that the Woman had tur- 
ned the face ofthe Aſes head towards Fieſo{a,and a Country Trauailer 
pa{ling by the Vine, having a long piked ſtaffe on his necke : the ſtaffe, 
(by chance) rouched the head, and madeit turne divers times-about, & 
in the end faced Florence, which being the cal for Frederigoes comming, 
by this meanes he was diſappointed. In like maner ſome ſay,that A7on- 
na Teſſaes prayer for coniuring the Spirit,was in this order. 
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Spirit, Spirit, go thy way, 

And come azaine ſome other day. 
It was not I that turnd the head, 
But ſome other. In our Bed 

Are Toha and I: Go fromour dare, 
And ſee thou trouble vs no more, 


So that Frederigo departed thence, both with the lofle of his lahour & 
ſupper. But a neighbour of mine, who is a woman of good yeares, told 
me, that both the one and other were true, as ſhe her {elfe heard, when 
ſhe was a little Girle, And concerning the latter accident, it was not to 
Tn of Lorrayne, but to another, named John de Net. thar dwelt at S. 
Peters Gate, and of the ſame profeſſion as /ohn of Lorrayne was. Where- 
fore(faire Ladies) it remaineth in your owne choice, ro entertain which 
ot the two prayers you pleale, or both rogether if you will : for they are 
of ns vertue in ſuch ſtrange occurrences, as you hauc heere- 
toforc heard, and (vpon doubt) may prove by experience. Irihall not 
therefore be amiſle tor you, to learne them both by hart, for (peraducn- 


ture)they may ſtand you in good ſted,if cucr you chance to haue the like 
occaſion, 


H Peronella 
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Peronella hid « yong man her friend and Lower conder AN brewing Fat, 
pon the fodaine returning home of her Huband , who told her, that hee 
had ſolde the ſaide Fas, and brought him that bought ut, tocarry it away . 
Pcronella replyed, that ſhee had formerly ſolde it unto another , who was 
now wnderxeath it to ſee whether it were whole and ſound,or no. Where- 

.upon, he being come forth from -onder it , ſbe cauſed her Husband to make 
it neate and cleane, and ſo tre laſt buryer carried it away. 
The Second Nouell. 4 

Wherein is declared, what hard and na» row ſhifts and diſtreſſes, ſuch as bee 

ſerwuſly linked in Loue, are many times enforced to undergo: According 
as ther owne wit, and capacitte of their ſurprizers, driue them to in ex- 
tremities, j | 
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) T without much laughter and good liking, was the Tale of 
Madame -tmillialiftencd vnto, and both the prayers com- 
mendedto be found and ſoucraigne : bur it being ended, the 

King commannded Philoſtratws, that hee ſhould follow next in order, 

wacreupon thus he began. 

Dearc Ladies, the deccitcs vſed by men towards your ſexe,bur eſpe- 
cally Husbands, haue bene ſo great and many, as when it hath ſome- 
umc happencd, or yet may. that husbands are requited inthe ſelf-ſame 
kinde : you need not finde fault at any fuch accident, either by know- 
ledgerhereof afterward, of hearing the ſame reported by any one; bur 
rathcr you ſhould referre it ro generall publication, to the end,rhat im- 
modeſt men may know,and finde it fortructh, that if they haue appre= 
henſion and capacity ; womenare therein nota iote inferiour tothem. 


Which 
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Which cannot bur redoundto yourgrear benefit, becauſe whenany = 
one knoweth, tharanother isas cunning and ſubtile as himſelte;he will 


not be ſo raſhly aduentuxous in deceite. And who maketh any donbt, 
thatif thoſeſleights and trickes , whereof this dayes argument” may 
giue vs occaſion to Jpeake, ſhould afterwardes be put in cxecutionby 
men : wouldit not miniſter juſt reaſon, of puniſhingrthemſelues for be- 
guiling you, knowing; that (if you pleaſe) you haue the like abilitie in 
your owne power ? Mine intent therefore isto tell you, what a woman 
(though but of meane quality) didro her husband, vpon a ſodaine,and 
ina moment (as it were)for he owne ſafety. 

Not long fince, there liued in Naples, an hn meane man, who did 
rake ro Wite, a fayre and luſtie young Woman, being named Peropet- 
la, He profefling the Trade of a Maſon, and thee Carding and Spin- 
ning, maintained themſelues in a reaſonable condition , abatingand 
abounding as their Fortunes ſerued, Ir cameto paſſe, thata certayne 
young man, well obſeruing the beauty and good parts of Peronella, be- 
c:Ime much addicted in affection towardes her : and by his often and 
ſecret ſollicitations, which he found notto be vnkindcly entertayned 
his ſucceſle proued anſwerable to his hope, no vnindifferencie appea- 
ring inthcir purpoſes, but where her eſtate ſcemed weakeſt,his ſupplics 
made anaddition of more ſtrength. 

Now, fortheir ſecurer meeting, to ſtand cleare from all matter of 
ſcandal or detection.,they concluded inthis order between themſelues, 
Lazaro, for ſo was 'Peronelaes Husband nanied, being an earely riſer e- 
uery morning, either to ſecke for worke, or to effect it being vnderta. 
ken: this amorous friend being therewith acquainted, and ſtanding in 
ſome ſuch conuenient place, where hee could ſce Lazaroes departure 
from his houſe, and yet himſelfe no way diſcerned; poore Lazars was 
no ſooncr gone, but preſently he enters the houſe, which ſtood ina ve- 
rie ſolitarie ſtreet, calledthe Awsrio.Many mornings had they thus mer 
togerher, totheir no meane delight and contentation, till one eſpecial] 
morning among the reſt, when Lazaro was gone torthto worke, and 
Striguario (ſo was the amorous young mannamed) viſiting Peronela in 
the hotiſe : vpon a very vrgent occaſion, Lazaro terurned backe againe, 
quitecontrary to his former wont, keeping foorth all day, andneuer 
comming hometill night. | 

Finding his dooreto be faſt lockt, and he hauing knockt ſoftlic oncc 
ortwice, he ſpakeinthis mannerto himſelfe. FortuncI thanke thee, 
tor albeir thou haft made mee poore, y<rthouhaſt beſtowed aberrer 
bleffing on me,inmatching me with ſo good, honcſt,& louinga Wife. 
Bchold, though I wenteatly out ofmy houlc, her ſeltc hath riſen inthe 
coldto ſhut the doote, to preuent rhe entrance of theeues, or any other 
chatmight offend vs. Peronel hauing heard what her husband ſayde, 
and knowing the manner ofhis knocke, faid fearfully to Striguario. Alas 
deare friend, what nw" wee doe? Lam little lefle then a dead Woman: 
For, Lazaro my Hits and is comebadke 292i n, rand Tknow not what rs 
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doorſay. He neuer returned inthis order before now, doubrlefie, hee 
ſaw when you entred the doore z and for the ſafery of your honour and 
mine - crcepe vnder this brewing Fat , till I hauc opened the doore, ro 
know the reaſon of his ſo ſoone returning. 

Striguario made no delaying of the matter, bur got himſclte cloſclic 
vnder the Fat, and Perone//a opening the doore for her husbands ente- 
cance, with a frowning countenance, ſpake thus vnto him. Vhat mea- 
ncth this ſo carly returning home againe this morning? It ſeemerh,thou 
intendeſt to do nothing to day, having brought backe thy tooles in thy 
hands. Ifſuch be thine intent, how ſhall we live £ Where ſhal we haue 
bread to fill our bellies ? Doocſt thou thinke, that I will ſuffer thee to 
pawne my gowne, andother pee garments, as heeretofore rhou haſt 
done? I thatcard and ſpinne both might and day, till I hauc worne the 
fle(h from my fingers 3; yctall will hardly inde oyleto maintaine our 
Lampe. Husband. husband, there is not one neighbour dwelling by 
vs, but makes a mockeric of me, and tels me plainly,that I may be aſha- 
medto drudge and moyle as I doz wondering nor a little, how I aryMle 
ro endurc it ; and thou returneſt home withthy hands inthy hoſe, as if 
thou hadſt no workeatall todo this day. 

Having thus ſpoken, the fell ro weeping, and then thus began again. 
Poore wretched woman as I am, in an vatortunate houre was I borne, 
and in a much worſe, when I was made thy Wife. I could haue had a 

roper, handſome yong man ; one, that would haue maintained mee 
hs and gallantly : but, beaſt as I was, to forgoe my good, and caſt 
my ſelfe away on ſuch a veggaras thou art, and whom none wold haue 
had, but ſuch an AſſeasI. Other women liue at hearts caſe, and in iolli- 

, haue their amorous friends and louing Paramours, yea, one, two, 
x Gin at once, making their husbands looke like a Moone creſſent,wher- 
on they ſhine Sun-hke, withamiable lookes, becauſe chey know not how 
to helpe it : when I (poore foole) hue hceere at home a miſerable life, nor 
daring once to dreameof ſuchtollies, an innocent ſoule, heartleſſe and 

harmeleſle. 

Many times,ſitting and {ighing tomy (elfe : Lord, thinke I, of whar 
mettall am I made ? VVhy ſhould not I hauc a Friend in a corner, aſwell 
as others haue? Iam fckh, and blood, as they are, nor made of braſſe or 
iron, and therefore ſubie ro womens frailty. I would thou ſhouldeſt 
know it husband, and tellitthee in good earneſt ; That if I would'doe 
ill, I could quickely findeafriend ara neede . Gallantsthereare good 
ſtore, who (of my knowledpe) loue me dcarely, and haue made me ve- 

ry large and liberal promiſes, of Golde, Siluer, Iewels, and gay Gar- 
ments, if I would extend them the leaſt fauour. But my heart will nor 
ſuffer me, I nceuer was the daughter of ſuch a marher, as had ſo much as 
athought of ſuch matters : no, I thanke our bleſſed Ladie, and S. Friſ- 
wid o it : and yet thou returneſt home againe, when thou ſhouldt be ar 
Worke. | | 
Lazaro, who ſioode all this whilc like a well-bclecuing Logger-head, 


demure- 
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demurely thus anſwered. Alas 


ory, I neuer had ſo muchasanill thoughrof you, but know wel enough 
w hat youare, and haue made good proofe thereofthis morning . Vo- 
derſtand therefore patiently ({weer Wife) thatI went forth tomy work 
as dayly 1 vie to do, little dreaming (as I thinke you doe nor) that it had 
bene Holy-day. Wife, thisis the Feaſt day of Saint Galeone ; whereon 
we mav in no wiſe worke, andrthisis the reaſon of my ſo ſoone retur- 
ning. Neuertheleſle (deare Wife) I was not careleſſe of our Houſhold 

rouiſton : For, though we worke not, yet we muſt have foode,which 1 
239 prouided for more then a moneth. Wife, Iremembred the brew- 
ing Far, whercof wee hauclittle or no vc tail, butrarher it is a trouble 
to the houſe, then otherwiſe. I met withan honeſt Friend, who ſtayerh 
without at the doore,tg him 1 haue fold the Far for ten Grelratoes,and he 
tarrieth to take it away with him. 

How Husband ? replied Peronel/a, Why now I am worſe offended 
then before. Thoutharart a man, walkeſt cuery where,and (houldſt be 
experi nced in worldly affaires : would(t thou bee ſolimple, as to (ell 
ſuch a brewing Fat for ten Gighatoes? W hy,I thatam a poore ignorant 
woman, a houſe- Doue. {i1dome going out of my doore : haue (old ital- 
ready for twelue Gizlzatoes, to a very honeſt man, who (cuen a little be- 
fore thy comming home) came to me,we agreed on the bargaine,and he 
is now vnderncarth the Far, to ſee whether it be ſound or no. When cre- 
dulous Lazaro heard this, he was better contented then euer, and went 
to him that taricdat the doore, ſaying. Good man, you may goc your 
way; for, whereas you off-red wag, ten Giglzatoestor the Fat, my 1o- 
uing wifc hath ſold it for eweluc, and I muſt maintaine whar thee hath 
done: ſo the man deparred,and the varianceended. 

Peronellithen (aide to her husband. Seeing thou art come home ſo 
TJuckily, helpe meto life vp the Far, that the man may come foorth, aud 
then you two end the bargaine together. Sirigsario,who rhogh he was 
mewed vp vnder the tubbe, had his cares open enough; and hearing the 
witty excuſe of Peroze{/a,tooke himlclfe free from future feare : and bc- 
ing come fiom vnder the Fat, pretending allo,asit he had herd nothing, 
nor ſaw Lazaro, looking round abour him, ſaid. Where is this good wo- 
man? Zazaroſtepping Beth boldly like a man, replycd : Heeream1, 
what wold you hauc Sir? Thou ? quoth S:riguario, what art thou? ask 
for the good wife, with whom I made my match for the Fat. Honeſt 
Gentleman (anſwered Lazaro) I am thathoneſt Womans Husband, 
eo lacke of a better, andI will maintaine whatfoeuer my Wife hatch 

one. an 
I crie you mercie Sir, replycd Strigwario, I bargained withyoor Wife 
for this brewing Fat, which I finde to be whole and ſound : only'iris vn- 
cleane within, hard cruſted with ſomedry ſoileyponit, which I know 
not well how to ger off, if you will be the meanes of making ir cleane;1 
hauethe moncy heere ready for ir. For that Sir(quoth Perowells) rake 
you nocare, although no matchatall had beene made, what ſernesmy 


ood Wife | I pray. you bee nor ſo an- 
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Husband for, bur to make it cleane? Yes forſooth Sir,anſwered fily La- 
z4r0,yo0u ſhall haue it neate and cleane before you pay the mony. 

So, ſtripping himſclfe into his ſhirt, lighting a Candle, and taking 
rooles fit for the purpoſe; the Fat was whelmed ouer him.and he being 
within it, wrought vntill he ſweated, with ſcraping and ſcrubbing. So 
that theſe poore Louers,what they could not accompliſh as they wold, 
neceſſity enforced them to performe as they might. And Peronel/a,loo- 
king in arthe vent-hole, where the Liquor runneth forth for the meſh- 
ing; ſcemcd to inſtruct her husband in the buſineſle, as eſpying thoſe 
parts where the Fat was fowleſt, ſaying : There, there Zazaro, tickle it 
there, the Gentleman paycs well tor it,and is worthy to haue it: bur ſee 
thou dothy ſelfe no harme good Husband. I warrantthec Wife,an- 
{ſwered Lazaro, hurtnot your felfe with leaning your ſtomacke onthe 
Fat.and leaue the cleanſing of it rome. To be brecte, the Brewing Fat 
was neatly cleanſed, Peronel{aand Stripuarioboth well pleaſed, the mo. 
ney paid-,and honeſt meaning Lazaro not diſcontented. 


Friar Reynard, falling in lowe with a Gemtlewoman, Wife toa man of good 
account ; found the meanes to become her Goſſip. Afterward,he being con- 
ferring cloſely with ber in her Chamber ,and her Huabana coming ſodainly 
thither : ſhe made him beleexe, that he came thither for no other end; but 
Y to cure bis God-ſonne by a charmeof a dangerous diſeaſe which te had by 
NOrmes. | EAT Y 
The Third Nouell. 


Seruing 4s 4 friendly aduertiſemen; to married women, that Monks 
and Prieſts may be none 
enſuing thereby, 


9 Friars, 


of their Goſsips, in regard of vnanoyduble perilles 


Philoſtra- 
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= Hilo#ratus told not this Tale ſo couertly, concerning Lazeres 
> [2 ſimplicity, and Peronefaes witty policy; but the Ladies found 
TENT 2 knot inthe ruſh, and laughed not a little, at his queintman- 
ner ot diſcourſing ir. Butvponthe concluſion, the King looking vpon 
Madam Eliza, willed her to fucceedenexr,whichas willingly ſhe gran- 
red, and thus began. Pleaſant Ladies,the charme or coniuration wher- 
with Madam «+mlhalaid hernight-walking Spirit,makerh me remem- 
ber a Nouell of another enchantment ; which although it carrieth not 
commendation equall to the other, yct I intend to reporrit, becauſe it 
ſurcth with our preſent purpoſe, and I cannot ſodainly be furniſht with 
another, an{werable thereto in nature. | 
You areto vnderſtand then, that there lived in Sena, a proper yong 

man, ofgood birth and well friended, being named Reynard. Earneſtly 
he affected his neere dwelling neighbour, a beautifull Gentlewoman , 
and wife to a man ofgood eſtceme : of whom hee grew halfe perſiva- 
ded, that if he could (withour ſuſpition) compatle priuzte conference 
with her, he ſhould reach th< heighr of his amoro.s deſires. Yet ſeeing 
no likely meanes wherewithto further his hope, and ſhee being grear 
* with childe, he refolucd ro become a Godfather to the childe, at ſuch 
time as it ſhouldbe broughtto Chriſtening. And bein irwardly ac- 
quainted with her Husband, who was named Credslans; ſuch familiar 
entercourſcs paſſed berweene them, both of Reynards kinde offer, and 
Credulanoes as courteous acceptance,that hee was {ct downe for a Goſ- 
[1ppe. 

os Reynard being thus embraced for Madam Agneſtaes Goſhip,and this 
prouine the onely colourable meanes, for his ſatcr permiſſion of ſpeech 
with her, to let hernow vndcrſtand by word of mouth, what long be- 
fore ſhe collected by his lookes and behautour: it fell out no way bene- 
ficiallto him,albeit 42nefia ſeemed not nice orſcrupulous in hearing, 
yet ſhe hada more precious care of her honor. It came to paſſe, within 
a while af:er (whether by ſecing his labour vainly ſpent, or ſome other 
vrgent occaſion mouing him thereto, know not) Reynard would nceds 
enter into Religion, and whatſocuer ſtrictneſle or auſtecritic hee found 
to be in that kinde of life, yet he determined to perſeuerethercin, whe- 
ther it were for his good or ill. And although within a ſhorr ſpace, af- 
ter he was thus become a Religious Monke, hee ſeemed to forgerthe 
formerlouc which he bare to his goſſip Agzeſia, and divers other enor- 
mous vanities beſide : yetlet me tell you, ſucceſle of time turord him 
inthem againe z and, without any reſpc& ro his poore holy habite, bur 
rather in contempt thereof (as it were) hc rooke an eſpeciall delight, in 
wearing garmentsof much richer eſtceme, yet fauoured by the ſame 
Monaſfical profcfſion, appearing (inall reſpects) like a Court-Minion 
or Fauourite, of aſprightly and Pocticalldi{poſition, for compoſing 
Verſes, Sonnets, and Canzons,ſinging them to ſundry excellent inſtru- 
ments, and yer not greatly curious of his company, fo they were ſom - 
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of the beſt, and Madame Agneſia one, his former Gofhp. 

- Bur why doe I trouble my ſelfe, in talking thus of our (o lajely con- 
uertcd Friar, holy Father Reynard, when they of longer ſtanding, and 
reputed mecerely for Saints in life, are rather much more vile then hee ? 
Such is the wretched condition of this world, that they ſhame noe (far, 
foggie, and naſtic Abbey-lubbers) ro ſhew how full tedde they live in 
their Cloyſters, with cherry checkes, and ſmooth thining lookes, gay 
and gaudy garments, far from the leaſt expreſſion of humility,not wal- 
king in the {trecrs ike Doues : but high-creſted like Cockes, with well 
cramd gorges. Nay, which is worſe, if you did but ſee their Chambers 
furniſhed with Gally-pots of EleCtuaries, precious Vnguents,Aporhe- 
cary Boxes, filled with various Conteaions, Conlerues, excellent Per- 
tumecs, and other goodly Glaſſes of artificiall Oyles and Waters: beſide 
Rundlcrts and [mal Barrels full of Grecke Wine, Muſcatella, Lachrime 
Chriitt, and other ſuch like molt precious Wines, ſo that (toſuch asſce 
them) they ſeeme not to bee Chambers of Religious men ; out rather 
A pothccarics by 1OPPCs, Or a ppertaining ro Druggilts, Grocers, or Per- 
tumers. 

[tis no diſgrace ty them to be Gowty; becauſe when other menknow 
it not, they alledge, that {trict faſting, t-eding on grofſe meares (though 
neuer ſo ligle,fconmtnuall ſtudying, and ſuch like reſtraints from the bo- 
dics freer exciciſe, makerh them ſubic& ro many infirmities. And yet, 
when any one of them chanceth to fall ſtcke,the Phylitian muſt miniſter 
no ſuch counſe!l tothem, as Chaſtity, Abſtinence fromvoluptuous 
meats, Dilcipiine of the body, orany ofthoſe matters appertainingto a 
modelt relgious lite. I or, concerning the plaine, vulgar, and Plebeian 
people, thee holy Fathers are perſwaded, that they know nothing real- 
ly belonzing to 4 lanGimonious lite 3as long watching, praying, diſci- 
plincand taſting, which (in chemſclues) are notable, ro make men look 
leanc, wretched, and pale . Becaulc Saint Domimcke, Saint Fraunces, 
and divers other holy Saints belide, obſerued the ſelteiame religious or- 
ders ard conſtitutions, as now their carefull ſucceſſors do. Moreouer, 
1n example of thoſ2 fore-named Saints, who went wel cloathed, thovgh 
they had notthree Garments tor one, nor made of the fineſt Woollen 
excelicnt cloath: but rather of the very coarſeſt of all other, and of the 
common ordinary colour, to expell cold onely,but nor ro appear braue 
or gallant, deccyuing thereby intiniteſimple credulous ſoules, whole 
purſes (neuertheleſlce)are their beſt pay-maſters. 

Burt leaue we tits, and returne wee backero vertuous Fryar Renard, 
who falling againe to his former appetites ; became an often viſirant of 
his Goſhp Aezeſia, and now hee had learned ſucha bluſhleſſe kinde of 
boldneſle ; thathe durſt be more inſtant with her (concerning his priuie 
ſure) then euer formerly he had bin, yea,cuen ro ſolicitethe enioying of * 
his immodeſt deſires. The good Gentlewoman,ſeeing her ſelfe ſorm- 


portunately purſued, and Fryar Reynard appearing now (perhappes)ot 
lweeter and more delicate complexion, then ar his entrance into Religi- 
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Why how now Friar Reynard® qu 
moueſuch queſtions? Whereto the Friar thus replyeds! Madam, when 
I hauc laide off this holy habjte (which is a warter very ealiefor mee to 
do)[ ſhall ſecme 1n your eye,in all reipets made like another man,quite 
from the courſe ofany Religious life. Agneſza, biting thelip witha Pre> 
ty ſmile, ſaid; O my faire Starres.! You will never bee ſo vnfriendly to 
mc. What? Youbeing my Golsip, would you hauc meconfenr vnto 
{ucha ſinne ? Our bleſſed Lady ſhield mee, for my ghoſtly Father hath 
often told me,thar itis vtterly vnpardonable : bur it it were, I feare too 
much confiding on mine owne ſtrength. Goſſip, Goſſip, anſwered the 
Friar, you ſpeake likea Foole, and feare (in this caſe) 15s wholly frino- 
fous, eſpecially,when the motions mooued by ſuch an oneas my ſelte, 
who (vpon repentance) can grant you pardon and indulgence-preſent- 
ly. Bur I pray you let mee aske you one queſtion, Who is the necreſt 
Kinſman to your Sonz either I, that ſtood arrhe Font for his Bapriſme, 
or your Husband chat begot him > The Lady made anſweregthatit was 
her Husband. You ſay very true Goſſip, replycd the Friar, and:yer 
notwithſtanding, doth.not your Husband (both at boord and bed) cn- 
toy the ſweet benehit of your company * Yes, ſaid the Lady,why ſhold 
henot * Then Lady(quoth Reyward) I, who aninot ſo necre a Kinſman 
to your Sonne, as your Husband is,why may ye not afford mee the like 
fauour,as you do him ? Agreſia, who was no Logitian, and therefore 
could not ſtand on any curious anſwer,eſpecially being ſo cuningly mo- 
ued; belecucd,or rather made ſhew of beleeving,that the Godfather (aid 
nothing buttruth,and thus anſwered. Whar woman is ſhe(Goſhp) thar 
knowerth how to anſwer your ſtrange ſpeeches? And, how it camera 
paſſe, know not, but ſuch an agreement paſlcd betweene them, thar,for 
once onely(ſo it might not infrindgethe league of Goſhp-ſhip, butthar 
title to countenance their further inten) ſuch a fauour ſhould be aftoor.- 
dcd,fo it might ſtand clearefrom ſuſpition. 

An eſpeciall time beingappointed , when this amorous Combare 
ſhould be fought inloues bel » Friar Reynard came to his Goſſips houſc, 
where none being preſent to hinder his purpoſe, but onely the Nurile 
which attended on thechild, who was an indifferent faire & proper wo- 
wan: his holy brother thar came thither in his company (becaule Friars 
were notallowed to walke alone) was ſent aſide with her into che Pige- 
on lofr,to enſtru& her ina new kinde of Pater noſter, latcly deuiſedin 
thcirholy Conuent. In the meane while, as Friar Reywara and Agneſea 
wereentring into hir chamber,ſheleading her little ſon by the hand,and 
making faſt the doore for their berrer ſafery : the Friat laide by his holie 
habit, Cowle, Hood, Booke, and Beads, to bee (inall reſpeRs)as other 
men were. No ſooner were they thus cntred the Chataber,bur her huf- 
band Credwlans, being come into is Ha of any; Raid = 
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7.  tillhewasattheC £doore, where hee knockt, andcallud fir his 


Shehearing his voice : Alas Goſfip (quoth (he) what ſhall I do?My 
Husband knocketh at the doore,and how he will perceiue the gccalion 
of our ſo familiar acquaintance.Reynard being ſtript into his Trulfeand 
ſtraite Strouſcs,began torremble and quake exceedingly. I heare your 
Husbands tongue Goſſip, faid he, and ſeeing no hanne as yet hath bin 
done, if I had but my garments on againe ; wee would haue one excuſe 
or other to ſerue therurne, burtrillthen you may not open the doore . 
As womens witsare {ildome gadding abroad, when any neceſhtie con- 
cetneth them at home : eucn ſo Azreſia, being ſodainly prouided of an 
inuention, both how to ſpeakeand carry her felfe in this extreamitie, 
ſaide tothe Friar. Ger on your garments quickely, and when youare 
cloathed, take your little God-fon in your armes,and liftning wel what 
[ ſhall ay, ſhape your antweres according to my words, and then refer 
the matter to.mc. Credulans had (car{ely ended his knocking, but Agne- 
fiaſtepping to the doore ſaid : Husband,I cometo you. So ſhe opened 
thedoore, and (going forthto him) with a chearefull countenance thus 
ſpake. Belecue me Husband,you could not have comein a more ha 
py time, for our yong Son was ſodainly extreamly {tcke, and (as good 
Fortune would hauc it) our louing Goſlip Rey#ard chanced fo come in; 
and queſtionletle, but by his good prayersand other rcligiotis paynes, 

we hadvtterly loſt our childe, for he had no lite lefrin han. 

Credalano,being as credulous as his name imported, ſ:emied ready ro 

ſwounc with {odaine conceit : Alas good wife(quoth he) how hapned 
this ? Sit downe ſweet Husband ſaid the, and I wilre!l you al. Our child 
was {odainly taken with a {wouning, wherein I being vaskilful, did ve- 
rily ſuppoſe him to be dead,nor knowing what to doe,or fay. By good 
hap, our Goffip Renard came in, and takingrthe childe vp in his armes, 
{aid ro me. Goflip,this is nothing elſe but Wormes in the bellie of the 
childe, which aſcending to the heart, muſt needs kill the child, without 
all queſtion to the contrary. Bur be of good comfort'Gofhhp, and feare- 
nor, for I can charme theminſuch ſort, that they ſhallall die, and be- 
fore I depart hence, you ſhall ſee your Son as healthfull as cuer. And 
becauſe the maner of this charm is of ſuch nature, that it required pray- 
er and cxorciſing in two placesat once : Nurſe went vp with his Holye 
Brother into our Pigeon loft, toexerciſe their devotion there, while we 
did thelike heere. For none butthe mother of the childe muſt bee pre- 
ſent ar fuch a myſtery, nor any enter to hinder the operation of the 
charme; which was the reaſon of making faſt the Chamber doore. You 
ſhall ſec Husband anon the Childe, which is indifferently recouered in 
his armes, and if Nurſe and his holy Brother were returned from theyr 
meditations;he ſaith, thatrhe charme would then be fully effected : for 
the child beginnerh to looke chearefull and merry: 

So deerely did Credwlans loue the childe , thar hee verily beleeued, 

what his Wite had ſaide, neuer miſdoubring any other treachery: and, 
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and take the child into my armes ? Oh no,not yer gvod husband(quorh 


pray you, replyed the Friar, and heere recciue your chiide of mee, who 
was in great danger, of your cuer ſccing him any more aliue. But you 
mult take order, ro make an Image of waxe, agreeing with the ſtature of 
the childe, to be placed on the Altar before the Image of S. Frances, by 
whoſe merires the childe isthus reſtored to health. | 

The childe, beholding his Father, made ſignes of comming to him, 
retoycing merrily, as yong infants vſe ro do;and Credalano claſping him 
in his armes, wept with conceite of ioy, kiſſing himinfinitely, and hear- 
tily thanking his Goflp Reymerd, for the recouery of his God-ſon. The 
Friars brotherly Companion, who had given ſufficient cnſtruionsto 
the Nurſe, anda ſmall purſe full of Siſters white thred, which a Nunne 
(after ſhrift) had beſtowed on him, vpon the husbands admitrance into 
the Chamber (whichthey calily heard) camein alſo to them, and ſee- 
mgallin very good tcarmes, they holpe to makea joyfull concluſion , 
the Brother ſaying to Friar Reynard : Brother, I haue finiſhed all thoſe 
fourc Iaculatory prayers, which you commanded mc. | 

Brother, anſwered Reynard, you haue a better breath then I,and your 
ſucceſſe hath prooued happicrthen mine, for beforerhe arriuall of my 
Goſſip Credalano, I could accompliſh but tws Iaculatory prayers ont- 
ly. But it appearcth, that we haue both preuailed in our deuour deſires, 
becauſe the childe is perfe&ly cured . Credulano calling for Wine and 
good cheare, feaſted boththe Friars very iocondly , and then conduct- 
ing them forth of his houſe, withour any further intermiſsion, cauſed 
the childs Image of waxe to be made, and ſent it to beplaced onthe Al- 
rar of Saint Frances, among many other the Kke oblations. 
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Tofano in the night ſeaſon, did locke his wife out of his houſe, and ſhee not 
prenailing to get entrance againe, by all the entreaties ſhe could poſsiblie 
wſe : made him beleene that ſhe had throwne her ſelfe into a Well, by ca- 
ſting a great ſtone into the ſame Well. Tofano hearing the fall of the ſtone 
into the well, and being perſwaded that it was his Wife indeed; came forth 
of his houſe, and ran to the Welles fide. In the meane while, his wife gotte 


ento the bouſe, made fait the doore apainit her Huband, and gaue bim 
many reproachfullſpeeches. 


The Fourth Noucll. 


Wherein is manifeſted, that the malice and [ubtilty of a woman, ſurpaſſeth 
all tve Art or Wit 1a man, 
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one as the King perceyued, that the Nouell reported by 
Madime El7zr was finifhed : hee tarned himſelfe ro Madame 
S Liu ett, and told her it was his pleaſure, that (t.c ſhould now 
begin the next, whereto ſhe yeelded in this manner. O Loue : Whar, 
and how many are thy preuailing forces? How ſtraunge are thy fore- 
lights? And how admirable thine artcmprs ? Where is. or ever was the 
Philoſopher or Artiſt, that could enſtruct the wiles, eſcapes, preuenti- 
ons, and demonſtrations, which ſodainly thou teacheſt ſuch, as arethy 
apt and vnderſtanding Schollers indecede ? Certaine it is, thatthe docu- 
ments and eruditions of all other whatſocuer, are weak,or of no worth, 


in reſpect of thine : as hath may $1 avian by the remonſtrances 2l- 
ready paſt, and whereto (worthy Ladics)I wil adde another of a {imple 


wom 1n,who taught her husband ſuch a leſſon, as ſhee neucr learned of 
iny,bur Louec himſelfe. There 


Ky ganerned by Dioneus. 

There dweltfometime ity Arewz# (Which is a faire Village of Tuſcany) 
a rich man, named Tofans, who enioyed irymartiage a young beautifull 
woman, called Cera; of whom (without any occafion giuen, ot reaſon 
knowne to himſcltey he became exceedingiealons. Which his wife per- 
ceyuing, [he grew much offended thereat; and rooke it in great ſcorne, 
char ſhe ſhould be feruilero fo vile and ſJauiſha condition. Ottentimes, 
ſhe demanded of him, from whence this iealouſte in him recciued origi- 
nall, he hauming never fcene or heard of any ; he could make her no other 
anſwer, but what his owne bad humour ſuggeſted, and drove him cue- 
ry day (almoſt) to deaths doore,by feare of that which no way necded. 
Bur, whether asa iuſt ſcourgetor this his groſle folly, or a ſecret decree, 
ordained to him by Fortune and the Fates, I am nor able to diſtinguith : 
[rcame10 to patle, that a young Gallant made meanes to enioy her ta- 
vour; and ſhe was {© diſcreetly wiſe in iudging of his worthineffe z that 
affection paſled (o farre mutually berweene chem, as nothing wanted. 
but effects to an{were words, ſuited with time and place conuenient, for 
which order was taken as beſt they might, yet to ſtand tree trom all ſuf- 

tion. 

| Among many other cuill conditions, very frequent and familiar in 
her husband Tofano; he tookea great delight in drinking, which not on- 
ly he held ro bea commendable quality, bur was aiwaies ſo often ſolicr- 
ted thereto : that C/eta her ſelfe began to Ike and allow it in him, feed- 
inp his humor ſo effeually, with quathng and cacowling, that (at any 
&me when (he liſted) ſhe could make him bowſic beyonde all meaſure: 
mn bim {leepingin this drunkennefle, would always get her 
ſciftro bed. By helpe heereof, ſhe compaſled the firſt familiarity with 
her triend, yea, digers times after, as occa{ion ſerued: and ſo confident- 
ly did the builde on her husbands drunkennefle, rhat not onely ſhce ad- 
ucntured to bring her friend home into her owne houſe; bur alſo would 
as often go to his, which was ſome-what neere athand, and avide with 
him there,the moſt partof the nightſeaſon. * 

While Chetachus continued on theſe amorous courſes, it fortuned, 
that her {lye ſuſpitious husband, beganne to perceiue , that though ſhee 
drunkevery much with him, yea, vntill he was quite ſpent and gone: yer 
ſhe remained freſh and ſober (till, and therby imagined ſtrange marters, 
that he being faſt aſleepe, his wife then rooke'aduantage of his drowl1- 
neſle, and might— andfoforth. Beeing deſirous to make expeii- 
ence ofthis hus diſtruſt, hee returned home at night (nor having diunke 
any thing all the whole day) diffembling borh by his words and behaui- 
our, as if he were notoriouſly drankeindeede. W hich his Wife con- 
ſtantly belecuing, ſaide to her ſelfe& *Fharhee had now more necde of 
{lecpe, thendrinke;, getting h:m jtfimediatdly into his warme bed ,, and 
then going downe the ſtaires againe, ſoftly went our of dootes vnto het 
Friends houſe, as formerly ſhe hitf vfed ro do, and thereſhiee remained 
vetiltmidoight. a ET oi heb Laben/ Nr SUR 0 

Tofans perceiving that his Wife came nottobed, arid imagining ro 
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hauc heard his doore both open and ſhut : aroſe ourofhis bed, and cal- 
linghis W ife Chee diucrs times, without any anſwere returned 2 hee 
went downe the ſtaircs, and finding the doore but cloſed too, made it 
faſt and ſurc 0n th: inlide,and then got.him vp to the window, to watch 
the returning home of his wife', from whence ſhee came, and then ro 
make her conditions apparantly knowne. So long there he ſtayed,till ar 
chelaſt ſhe-returned indeede, and finding the doore ſo ſurely thut, ſhee 
was exceeding ſorrowful, cflaying how ſhe might ger it open by ſtregrh: 
which when Tofano had long ſuffered her in vaine ro approous, thus hee 
ſpaketo her. Cheta,Cheta,all thy labour is meerely loſt, becanſe heere is 
10 entranceallowed for thee, therefore return to the place from whence 


thou cameſt, that all rhy friends may iudge of thy bzhauiour,and know 
what a night-walker thou att become. 

The woman hearing this vnpleafing language, began to vigall hum- 
ble entreatics, deliring him(tor charities ſake)to open the doore and ad- 
mither cntrance,becauſe {Ic had nor bin in any ſuch place,as his iclous 
ſuſpition might luggeſt to him : butonely ro vilit a weak & lickly neigh- 
bour, the nights being long, ſhe not (as yer) capeable of ſIcepe, nor wil- 
ling to (it alone in the houſe. Bur ail her perſwaſtons ſerued ro no pur- 

ſc,he was ſo ſcrled in his owne opinton,that all the Town ſhould now 

ec h:r nightly gading, which before was not ſo much as ſuſpeRed.Che- 
8 ſecing, thar faire meanes would not preuaile, ſhee entred into roughe 
ſpeeches and threatnings,ſaying:It thou wilt nor open the doore and ler 
me come in, I will ſo ſhame thee,as neuer baſe man was. As how I pray 
thee? anlwered Tofano,whar canlt thoudoto me ? 

The woman, whom loue had inſpired with ſprightly counſell, nge- 
nioully enſtructing her whatro doin this diſtreſſe, ſtearnly thus reply- 
ed. Beforc I will (uffer any ſuch ſhame as thou intendeſt rowards mee,l 
will drowne my ſelfe heere in this VWell before our doorz, where being 
found dead, and thy villanous tcaloulie ſo apparantly knowne, beſide 
thy more then beaſtly drunkenneſſe : all che neighbours will conſtantly 
belecuc, that rhou did(t firſt ſtrangle me in the houſe, and afrerwardes 
threw me into this Vell.So cither thou muſt flie vpon the ſuppoſed of- 
fence, ot loſcall thy goodes by banilhment,or (which is much more fir- 
ting for thee) have thy head ſmitten off,as a wilfullmurtherer of thy wife; 
for all will iudpe it to be no otherwiſe. All which wordes, mooucd not 
Tefano a ior from his obſtinart determination : buthe ſtill perliſting ther- 
in, thus ſhe ſpake.I neither can norwill longer endure this baſe Villanic 
of thine : to the mercy of heauen I commit my ſoul, and ſtand there my 
wheelc,a witneſſc againſt ſo hard-hearreda murtherer. 

No ſooner had ſhe thus ſpoke, but the night being lo extreamly dark, 
a$they could not difcerne one another zChera went to the Well, where 
findinga veric Feat ſtone, which lay looſe vpon the brim of the Well, 
cucnasit it had beene laydethere on purpoſe, thee cried out aloud, ſay- 
ing. Forgiue me faire heauens, and ſothrew the None downe into r 


Well. The night being very ſtill & (ilene,the fal of the great ſtone made 


ſuch 


ding cloſvaxthe dooresentiice; 


the was withitithe houſe, ſoftly madethedoorc TY 
then went vÞ 
coher, © 


with ſome {tghes and teares, which women are faide ro haue at com- 
mand) out aloud (becauſe the Nztghbours ſhould heare her) thus ſhe 
replycd, - 
| FBeaſtly diinken Knatt as thou art, this night thou ſhaltnot come 
within theſe doores, Iam no longer able to endure thy baſe behauiour, 
it is more then high time; that thy courſe of life ſhould bee publiquely 
known, and at what drunken houres thoureturneſt hometo thy houſe. 
Tofano,being a man of very impatient Nature, was as bitter vnro her in 
words onthe other ſide, which the Neighbours about them(both men 
and Women)hearing ; looked forth oftheir Windowes, and demaun. 
ding a reaſon tor this thcir diſquictneſle, Chets (ſeeming as if ſhe wepr) 
ſayde. | 

= my good Neighbours, youſee at what vnfitting houres, this 
bad man comes hometo his houſe, aftcr hee hath lyen in a Taucrne all 
day drunke, ſleeping and ſnorting like a Swine. Youare my honeſt wit- 
neſſes, how long I haue ſuffered this beaſtlinefle in him, yer neyther 
your good counſell, nor my too often louing admonitions, can worke 
that good which wee haue expefted. Wherefore, totry if ſhame can 
procureany amendment, I haue ſhut him out of doores, vntil his drun- 
ken firbe ouer-paſt, and ſo he ſhall ſtandto coole his feer. 

Tofaxo (but in very vnciuwll maner) told her being abroad that night, 
and how ſhe had vſed him : Butthe Neighbours ſceing her tobe with- 
inthe houſe, and beleeuing her, ratherthen him, inregard of his roo 
well knowne ill qualities , very ſharpely reproued him,gauc him groſle 
ſpeeches, pirtying that any honeſt Woman ſhould be ſo continually a- 
buſed. Now my good Neighbours (quoth ſhe) youſee what manner 
of man he is, What would you thinke of me, if I ſhould walk the ſtreers 
thus inthe nighttime, or be ſo late out of mine owne houſe,as this day- 
ly Drunkardis « I was affraid leaſt you would haue giuen credit to his 

diſſembling ſpeeches, when he told you, that I was at the Welles hi 
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me, wherein bath fin himſelfe. 

The Neighbours, both men and Women, were all yery {cuercly in- 
cenſed againſt Tofano, condemning him for his great faulc chat nighr 
committed, and-auonching his wife to be vertuous and honeſt ... VWith- 
in a little while, the noiſe paſſing from Neighbour to Neighbour, atthe 
length it camac to the carcsof her Kindred, who forthwith reſorted thi- 
ther, and hearing ow ſharpely the Neighbours reprehended Tofans: 
they rooke him, ſoundly baſtanadocd him, and hardly left any bone of 
him vabruiſed. Afterward, they went into the houſe, rooke all ſuch 
things thence as belonged to hir,taking ur alſo with them to their dwcel- 
ling,and threatning Tofano with further inflition of puniſhment, both 
for his drunkenneſle, and cauſlleſle icaloulie. 

Tofano perccyuing how curltly they had handled him, and what croo- 
ked meancs might turther be vſed againſt him, in regard her Kindred & 
Fricnds were very mightic : thoughtir much better, paricntly to ſuffer 
the wrong alreadie done him then by abſtinate contending, to proceed 
further, and fare worſe. He became a ſuter to her Kindred,thar al might 
be forgotten and forgiuen, in recompence whereof; he would nor one- 
ly refraine from drunkennefle,burt alſo,ncuer more be iclous of his wife. 
This being faithfully promiſed, and Chera reconciled to her Husband, 
all ſtrife was ended, ſhe enioyed her friends fauour, as occaſion ſerucd, 
but yet with ſuch diſcretion, as it was not noted. Thusthe Coxcombe 

foole, was faine to purchaſe his peace, after anotorious wrong 
| ſuſtained, and _ iniuries to bee 
offered. 
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A tealows man, clouded with the habize of a Prieſt, bagame tha Canfefhne to 
his eowne Wife ; wha made him mg that T0 deepdly in lanermith 4 
Prieſt, which came euery night, ang lay with her, By means of which con- 
feffion, while ber iealaus Hucband watched the doore of bis bonſe.; to ſur- 
prize the Priet when he came : ſhe that neuer meant to do amaifſe, bad the 
company of a ſecret Friend, who came ouer the tappe of the houſe to viſite 
her, while her fooliſh Husband kept the doore. 

The Fift Nouell. 

Is iuit ſcorne and mockery of ſuch iealous Husbands, that will be ſo idle hea- 
ded pon no occaſion. And yet when they hage good reaſon for tt, do leaft 

_ of all ſuſpect any ſuch iniury. 


Adam Lawrettahauing cnded her Nouell, and cuery one com- 
mended the Woman, for fitting Tofano in his kindez and, as 
his icalouſic and drunkenneſle iuſtly deſerued : the King (to 

hay” allloſſe of time) rurned to Madame Fiammetts, commaunding 
er to follow next : whereuppon,very graciouſly, ſhee beganne in this 

manner. Foy | SEAS Th 

Noble Ladies, the precedent Nouecll deliuered by Madame Eauret- 
ta, makerh me willing to ſpeake of another icalous man; as being halle 
perſwaded, that whatſocueris done to them by their Wiucs, and eſpe+ 
cially vpon no occaſion giuen, they doc no more then well becommerh 
them. And if thoſe grauc heads, which werethe froſt inftitutersoflawes, 
had diligently obſerucd all things; Lam ofthe minde, chav they woutd 
haue ordained no other penalty for VVomen ,- then inced: 
gainſt ſuch, as {in their qwne defence) da offend any 
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husbands, are meere inſidiators of their Wiucs liues, and moſt diligent 
urſuers of their deaths, being lock vp in their houſcs all the Weeke 
ong, imployedin nothing bur domeſticke drudging affayres : which 
makes themdefirous of high Feſtiuall dayes, to recetue ſome litle com- 
fort abroad, by an honeſt recreation or paſtime, as Husbandmenin the 
fields, Artizans in our Citic, or Gouernours in our judiciall Courtes ; 
yea, or as our Lord himſelfe, who reſted the ſeauenth day from all his 
trauailes. Inlike manner, it is ſo willed and ordained by the Lawes, as 
well diuine as humane, which haue regardto the glory of God,and for 
the common good of eucry one ; making diſtinction berweene thoſe 
dayes appointed tor labour, and the other determin<d for reſt. Where- 
roicalous perſons (in no caſe) will give conſent, bur all thoſe daycs 
(which for other womenare pleafing and delighttull)vnto ſuch, oucr 
whomrhey command, are molt irkſome,ſaddeand {orrowtul, becauſe 
then they arclockt vp,and very ſtrictly reſtrained. And i: queſtion wer 
vrecd, how many good women do live and conſume away in this tor. 
turi ng hcl ofatiliction:I can make no other anſwere,bur ſuch as teele it, 
arebeſt able to difcoucr ir, Wherefore ro conclude the prohcme ro my 
preſcnt purpoſe, let none be ouer ralh in condemning women:tor whiar 
they do tothcir husvands, being icalous without occaſion, but rather 
commend their wit and prouidence. 

Somrime(faire Ladics)there liued in Arimimo,a Merchant, very rich 
in wealth and worldly poſſeſſions, who hauing a beaurttull Gentiewo- 
manto his wifc,he became extreamly i-lous of her. And he had no 0- 
thcr reaſon for this fooliſh conceit; bur,like as he Joued hir dearly, and 
found hcr to be veiy abſolutely faire: cuen fo he imagined,thatalthogh 
ſhe deuiled by her beſt mcancs to giue him content ; yer others would 
orow enainored of her, becauſe ſhe appcarcd fo amiable to al.In which 
reſpcct,time migit tutor her to affect ſome other beſide himiclte : the 
oncly common argument of euery bad minded min, being weake and 
ſhallow in his owne vaderſtanding.This iclous humor increaſing in him 
morc and more,he kept her in ſuch narrow reſtraint:rhar many perſons 
condemne*dto death, haue enioyed larger liberie in their impriſony 
ment. For, ſhe might nor bee preſentar Feaſts, Weddings, nor goeto 
Church,or ſo much as to be ſeenar her doore: Nay,the durſt not ſtand 
inhcr Window, nor looke out of her houſe, for any occalton wharſoc- 
ucr. By means whereof, lite ſeemed moſt tedious and offenſiue to her, 
and (hc ſupported itthe more impariently, becauſe ſhce knew her ſelte 
not any way faulty. 

Sceing her husband ſtill perſiſt in this ſhameful] courſe rowards her. 
ſheſtudzed, how ſhe might beſt comfort her ſelſe in this deſolate caſe : 
by deuiſing ſome one meane or other(if any atall wereto bee founde) 

wherby he might be required in his kind,and wear that badge of ſhame 
my gate but o__ affraid. And becauſe ſhe could not gain 
a permuſon,as to beſeene atany window, where(happily)ſhe 
might haue dC one paſſing by inthe over diſcern : lirle 
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parcell ofher Joue : ſhe remembredarlength, thar, inthe next houſe ro 


Husbands (they both ioyning doſe rogether) there dwelt a comely 
yong proper Gentleman, cbrs X9-abg r correſpondencic 


with her deſires. She alſo conſidered with her ſelfe, that if there were a- 
ny partition wall ; fucha chinke or cranny might cafily be made there- 
in, by which (at one time or other) ſhe ſhould gainea light ofthe young 
Gentleman, and findean houreſo firing, as to conferre with him, 'and 
beſtow her loucly fauour on him,ithe pleaſed ro accepr ir. If ſucceſſe(in 
this caſe) proued anfwerabie to her hope, then thus ſhe reſolued ro out 
runthe reſt of her weariſome dayes, except the ftenſte of icaloulic did fi- 
niſh her husbands loarhed life before. 

W alking from one roome to another , thorough cuery part of the 
houſe ; and no wall eſcaping withoutdiligent ſurueying,on a day,when 
her Husband was abſent from home, ſhe &fpyed ina corner very ſecter, 
an indifferent clcfrin the Wall, which though it yeelded no full view on 
the other {ide,yet ſhe plainly perceiucd itto be an handſome Chamber, 
and grew more then halteperſwaded, that cither it might be ctie Cham-. 
ber of Philippo(for ſo was the neighbouring yong Gentleman named)or * 
elſe a pallage guiding therero. A Chambermaid of hers,who compatſi- 
oned her caſe very much ; madeſuch obſeruance, by her Miſtreſles di- 
rcion, that {he found it to be Phil;ppoes bed Chamber, and where al- 
wayes he vſed to lodge alone. By often viliting this rift or chinke inthe 
Wall, eſpecially when the Gentleman was thece;z and by chrowing in 
little ſtones, flowers,and ſuch like chings,which fell ſtill in his way as he 
walked : fo farre ſhe preuailed, that he ſtepping to the chinke, to know 
from whence they came; (hee calied ſoftly to him, who knowing her 
voyce, there they had ſuch priuate conferencetogether, as was not any 
way diſpleaſing to either. So that thechinke being made alittle larger ; 
yct io, as it could nor be eaſily diſcerned : their mouthes might mcete 
with kiſſes together, and their hands folded eachinorth*'r ; bur nothing 
el{c to be performeo, for continuall feare of her jelous husband. 

Now the Feaſt of Chriſtmaſſe drawing ncere,the Gentlewoman ſaid 
to her Husband  thar, if ir ood with his liking : ſbe would do ſuch du- 
ty as fitted with ſo folemne a time, by going carelyin a morning vnro 
Church,there to be confeſſed,and receine her Sauiour,as other Chriſti- 
ans did. How now? replied the icalous Aile, what [innes haue you com- 
mitted, thar ſhould nzede confeſſion ? How Husband ? quoth ſhe,whar 
do youthinke meto be a Saint 2 Who knoweth nor, I pray you, that I 
am asſubie& to (inne, as any other Woman liuing,in the world ? Bur 
my lins are notts be reucaled to you, becauſe youareno Prieſt. Theſe 
words enflamed his icalouſte more violently then before, and necdes 
muſt he know whar ſinnes ſhe had commited, & hauing reſolucd whar 
to do in this caſe, made her anſwer : That hee wascontented with her 
motion ,alwaies prouided,that ſhe went rono other Church, then vnto 
their owne Chappel,berimes in a morning; and their own Chaplaine ro 
confeſic her,or ſome other Prieſt by him appointed, but not any other - 
K 2 an 
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and then ſhe to returne home preſently againe. She being a woman of 
acute apprehenſion, preſently collected his whole intention - bur ſee. 
ming to take no knowledge thereof, replyed,that the would not {werue 
from his direction, 

Whenthe appointedday was come, ſhe aroſe very earcly, and being 
prepar:danſ{werable to her own: liking, to the Chappell ſhee went as 
her Husband had appointed, where her icalous Husband (being much 
earlier riſcn then (he) attended for her comming : hauing ſo ordred the 
marter with his Chaplaine, that he was cloathed in his Cowle, witha 
large Hood hanging oucr his eyes, that ſhe ſhould not know him, and 
ſo he went and fare downe inthe Confeſfors place . Shce being centred 
into the Chappell and calling forthe Prieſt to heare her conteflton, he 
madc her anſwer : that he could not intehd it, but world brine her ro 
2norl«c r holy Brother, who was at better leyiure then hee, Soto her 
Husband he brought her, that ſeemed (in all reſpects) like the Confeſ- 
for himſclfe : ſaue oncly his Hood was not fo clo{cly veyled , bur ſhee 
knew his beard, and ſaid to her ſcife, VV hata mad world isthis, when 
icalouſte can mcramorphoſe an ordinary man into a Prteſt ? But, letme 
lone with him, I meane to fit him with that which h-lookes for. 

So,appearing to hane no knowledgeart all of him, downe ſhe fcll at 
his feerc, and hc had conueyed a few Cherry ſtones into his mouth, to 
trouble his ſpeech from her knowledge ; for, in all things cls, he thoghr 
himſelfe to be ſufficiently firred for her. In the courſe of her confeſſion, 
ſhe declar«d, that ſhe was married toa moſt wicked tealous Hisband, 
and with whom ſhe lcad a very haretid! lite. Nevertheleſi-(quoth ſhe) 
I am indiffercntly euen with him, for Iam bcloucd of an Holie Tyr: 
that euery night commeth and Iyerh with me. When the tealous Huſl- 
band hzard this, it ſtabbed him likea dagger torhe heart, and, bur for 
this ercedy couerous defire to know more; he would faine hwe broke 
off conic{hon, and got him gone. Bur, pcrceiuing that it was his wiſeſt 
cour{”:, he queſtioned further with his wife, faying: Why good Wo- 
man, doth nor your husband lodge with you 7 Yes Sir,quoth ſhe. How 
15 it poſſivlethen (replyed the Husband) that the Friar canlodge there 
with youroo 7 

She, diſſembling afarre ferchr ſigh, thus anſwered. Reuerend Sir, I 
know not what skiltull Artthe Fryar victh , butthis I am fure, euery 
doorc in our houſe will lye open to him, ſo ſooneas he doth but touch 

ir. Morcouer, he told me, that whn he commcth vnro my Chamber 
doore, hc ſpeaketh certaine words to himſelfe, which immediately ca- 
ſterh my Husband intoa dead fleepe, and, vnderſtanding him to bee 
thus flcepily cntranced : he openerh the doore,entreth in, lieth downe 
by me, andthis cuery night he failerh nor todo. The icalous Coxcomb 
angerly ſcratching his head, and wiſhing his wife halfe hangd. ſ5id: Mt- 
ſtreſle, this is very badly done, for you ſhould keepe your (ele from all 
men, but your husband onely. That ſh11l I never doe, anſwered ſhee, 
becauſe (indeed) I loue him dearely, Why then (quorh our ppoſed 
ON- 
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Confeflor) 1 cannot giue you any abſolurion. 1am the more fory Sir, 
aid ſhe, I came nothuther torell- youany leafings, forifI could, yer ] 
would not-, becauſe it is nor goodrofable with ſuch Saint-like men as 
youare. Youdothercin (quothhee) the berter, and furcly Iam very 
{ory for you, becauſe in this dangerous condition, it will bee the vtter 
lofle of your ſoule:neuertheleſle, both for your husbands ſake and your 
owne, I will take ſome paines, and vſe ſuch efpeciall prayersin your 
name, which may (perchancc) greatly auayle you. AndI purpoſenow 
and then,to ſend youa Nouiceor young Clearke of mine, whom you 
may ſafcly acquaint with your minde, and fignifieto me, by him, whe- 
ther they haue done you good, or no : and it they prouc helpefull, then 
will we turther proceedtherein. Alas Sir, faid ſhe, neuer trouble your 
{clfe, in {ending any body to our houſe, becauſe, it my Husband ſhould 
know it, he 15 ſo extreamly icalous, as all the world cannot otherwiſe 
perlwade him, but that he commerh thither tor no honeſt intent, and fo 
I ſhall liue worſe then now I do. Fearnotthat,good woman, quoth he, 
but belecue it certainly, that I will haue ſuch acareinthis caſe, as your 
Huband ſhall neuer ſpeakethereof to you. If youcan doe lo Sir, ſayde 
ſhe. procecd Ipray you, and I am well contented. 

Confeſſton being thus ended, and ſhe receiuing ſuch pennance as hee 
zppointcd, ſhe aroſe on her feere, and went to heare Maſſe; while our 
jealous Woodcocke(teſtily pufhng and blowing) put off his Religious 
habite, returning home preſently ro his houſe, beating his braincs al the 
the way as he went, what meancs he might beſt deuic,torthe raking of 
his wife and the Friartogether, whereby to hauethem both ſeucrely 
puniſhed. His wife being come home from the Chappell,diſcerned by 
her Husbands lookes, that he was like to keepe buta ſory Chriſtmaſle : 
y<r he vicd his vemoſt induſtry, to conceale what he had done,%& which 
the knew as wellas himſelf. And he hauing fully refolued, ro watch his 
own {treet doorethe next night enſuing in-perſon, in expettation of the 
Frizrs commine, ſaide to his Wife. I hauc occaſion both ro ſuppe and 
lodge out of my houſe this night, wherefore ſce you the ſtrecte doore 
to be ſurely made faſt on the inſide, and the doore atthe middeſt of the 
ſtaircs, as alfo your own Chamber doore, and then {in Gods namc)ger 
Vol to bed. Whereto ſhe anſwered, that all ſhould bedone as hee had 
appointed. 

Afterward, when ſhe ſaw conuenient time, the wentro the chinkin 
the Wall, and making ſuch a ſtgneas ſhee was woontto doe : Phillippo 
came thither, to whom ſhe declared all her myrnings afayres, 8 whar 
dire&ions her husband had giuen her. Furthermore ſhe ſaide,certainel 
2m, that he will not depart from rhe houſe, but fit and watchthe doore 
without, to take on+ thar comes norheere. Ifrherefore, youcanclimbe 
ouerthe houſe top, and get in at our gutrer Window, you andTI may 
conferre more familiarly together. The young Gentleman being no 
dullard, had his leffon quickly taught him z and when night was come, 
Geloſs (for ſo miſt wee tearme the Cocke-braind husband) armes _ 
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ſclfe at all points, with a browne Bill in his band, and ſo he fits ro watch 
his owne doore. His Wife had made faſt all the doores, eſpecially that 
on the midſt of the ſtayres, becaule he ſhould not (by any mcans)come 
co her Chainber; and ſo,when the houre ſerued, the Gentleman aduen- 
cured ouerthe houſe top, found the gutter Window, and the way con- 
dufting him to her Chamber,wherel leaucthem to their further amo- 
rous conference. 

Gelsſo, more then halfe mad withanger, firſt, becauſe hee had loſt his 
ſupper : next, hauing (itten almoſt all « # night (which was extreamely 
cold and windie) his Armor much molleſting him, and yer he could ſee 
no Friar come : when day drew neerec, and hee athamed to watch there 
any longer z conucighed himſelfe to ſome more convenient place,where 
putting off his Armes, and ſeeming to come trom the place of his Lod- 
ging; about the ninth houre, he found his doore open, entied in,& wenr 
vp the ſtayrcs, going to dinner with his Wife. Within a while afrer,ac- 
cording as Geloſo had ordred the bulineſle, a youth came thicher, ſce- 
ming to be the Novice {cnt from the Contefſor, and he being admitted 
to ſpeake with hcr, demanded, whether ſhee weretrouvied or mollctted 
that night paſſed, as formerly ſhe had bin, and whether the partie came 
ornos The Woman, who knew well cnough the Mctlenger (notwith- 
(tanding all his formall diſpuiſe) made anſwer : T har tie party expett- 
ed, Camenort : but it hee had come, it wasto no purpole; becauſe her 
minde was now otherwiſe altred, albeit ſhe changed nor a tote trom her 
amarous concluſion. 

\Vhatſhould I now further ſay vnto you ? Gelo/o continucd his watch 
many nighrs afterward, as hoping to ſurp» ize che Friar athis entrance, 
and hiswite kept {ti|l hcr contented quarter , according asopportunitic 
ſcrued. Intlicconclution, Gelo/o becing no longer able ro endure his 
bootleſle watching, nor ſome (more then ordinary) plealing counte- 
nance in his wite : one day demaunded of her ( witha very ſtearne and 
tiowning brow) whar ſecret finnes{hee had reucaled to the ghoſtly Fa- 
rlier, vpon the day of her {hrift > The VVoman replyed, rhar ſhe would 
not tell lim, neyther was ita matter reaſonable, or lawfull for her to 
doc. Wicked Woman, anſwered Geloſo - I knowe them all well c- 
nough, even in deſpight of thee, and ctery word that thou ſpakeſt vnto 
him. But Huswife,now I muſt further know, what the FryaT Is, with 
whom you arcſo farte in loue, and (by meanes of his enchantments) ly - 
cth with you cuecry night; tell me what and who he is, or elſe I meanero 
Cut your throate. 

The Woman immediately made anſwer,it was not true, that ſhe was 
in loue with any Fryar. How? quorh Gelsſs, didſt not thou contclle fo 
much to che Ghoſtly Father, the other day when thou waſt at ſhrift?No 
Sir, ſaydethe, butitI did, I am ſurc he would nor diſcloſe it to you, ex- 
cept hee ſuftered you ro bee there preſent , whichis an Article beyonde 
tus dutic, Burtitir wereſo, then [ confeſſe freely, rhar I did ſay ſo vn- 
ro him. Makeancnd then quickely Wife (quorh Geloſo)and tell _ 

who 
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who the Friar is. The Woman fell imo'a hearty laughter, ſaying. Ir li- 
keth me ſingnlarly well, whena wife man will ſuffer imſelfe to be ledde 
by aſtmple Woman, cuenasa Sheepe is to the (laughter, and byrhe 
hornes. If once thou waſt wile,that wiſedome became vtterly loſt, when 
chou felſt into that diuelliſh frenſte of icalouſfic , without knowing anic 
reaſon for it: for, by this bealtlike and no manly humor, thou haſt eclip- 
{cd no meane part of my glory,and womanly repurarion. 

Doeſt thou imagine Husband, that if I were fo blindediin the eyes of 
my head, as thou art in them which ſhould informe thine vnderitand- 
ing; I could have found out the Prieſt, that would needs bee my Con- 
fellor ? I knew thee Husband to be the man , andthereforeI prepared 
my wit accordingly, to fit thee withthe fooliſh imagination whichthou 
{oughtcſt tor, and (indeed). gaue it thee. For, if thou hadſt beene wiſe, 
asrhou makeſt rhe world to belecue by outward apparaiice,thou woul- 
deſt neuer haue expreſſed ſucha baſenette otminde, to borro:iy rhe cou- 
lour of aſantihed cloake, thereby tn vndermine the ſecreis oi thine 
honeſt meaning Wife. Wheretore, to teede thee in thy fond! ſuſpiti- 
0n, I was the morefreein my Contcihon, and rolderhce trucly, with 
whom, and how heinouſly I had tranſgreſſed. Did I not ellih:ce, thar 
I loued a Fryar ? And art not thou he whom TI loue, being 4 Frvar, ard 
my ghoſtly Farher,though(to thine owne thame ) thou madit thy ſelte 
{0 ? I ſaid moreouer, that there 1s not any doore in our houſe, that can 
keepe it ſelfe ſhur againſt him, but (when hepleaſeth) he comes and lics 
withme. Now tell me Husband, Whar doorein our houſc hath ( ar 
any time) bin ſhur againſt thee, bur they are freely thine owne, & grant 
thee entrance? Thou artrhe ſame Friar that confeſt me,and lieth cuery 
night with me, and ſo often as thou ſentſt thy yong Nouiceor Clearke 
to mc, as often did I truly returne thee word , when the ſame Fryar lay 
withme. But (by icalouſie) thou haſt ſo loſt thine vnderſtanding , that 
thou wilt hardly belecue all this. 

Alas good man, like an armed Watchman , thou ſarſt ar thine owne 
dooreall a cold Winters night, perſwading mee poore lilly credulous 
woman) that, vpon vrgent occaſions, thou muſt needs ſuppe and lodge 
from home, Remembcrthy ſelfe therefore better heereafter, become a 
true vaderſtanding man,as thou ſhouldſt bze, and make not thy ſelfe a 
mocking ſtocke to them, who knoweth thy iealous qualities, as well as 
I do, and be not fo watchfull oucr mc,as thouart. For Iſweare by my 
truc honeſty, that if I were but as wYling, as thouart ſufpitious:I could 
decetue thee, ifthou hadſt an hundred eyes,as Nature affords thee but 
two, and hauc my pleaſures freely,yet thou be nora ior the wifer,or my 
credit any way impaired. 

Our wonderfull wiſe Geloſo, who (very aduiſedly confidred) that he 
had wholly heard his wiues ſecre confeſſion, and dreamed now on no 
other doubt belide, but(perceiuing by herſpeeches) how hee was be- 
comea ſcornetoal men: without returning other an{wer,confirmed his 


wifeto bee both wiſe and honeſt, and now when he hadde uſt occaſ1- 
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onto beicalous indeede, hee viterly forſware it, and countedthem all 
Coxcombes that would be {o miſguided. Wherefore, ſhe hauing thus 
wiſcly wonne the way to her owne defires, and he reduced into a more 
humanetemper : I hope there was no more neede, of clambring ouer 


houſes inthe night time like a inat gutter VVindowes, 
but all abuſcs were honeſtly reformed. 


Madame Iſabella, delighting in the company of her affected Friend, named 
Lioncllo, and ſhe being likewiſe beloued by Signior Lambertuccio : At 
the ſame time as ſhee had entertained Lionello, ſhee was alſo viſited by 
Lambertuccio. Her Husband retarning home m the very inſtant ; ſhee 
cauſed Lambertuccio to run forth with a drawne ſword in his hand,and 


(by that meanes) made an excuſe ſufficient for Lionello to her husband. 


The Sixth Nouell, 
herein is manifeſtly diſcerned, that if Loue be driuen to a narrow ſtraite in 
any of his attempts, yet hee can accompliſh his purpoſe vy ſome other ſup- 
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ELOndroufly plcaſing toall the company, was the reported No- 
Cy ucll of Madame Fiammetta, eucry one applauding the Wo- 
Y,V3 >» mans wiſedome, andthat ſhc had doneno more, then as the 
1calous toole her husband iuſtly deſerucd. But ſhec hauing ended, the 
King gaue order vnto Madame Pampinea, thet now it was het turne to 
{peake, whereupon, thus ſhe began. Thereare no meane ſtore of people 
who ſay (though very falſe and foolſhly,) that Loue maketh many to 
be out of their wits, andthatſuch as fall in Loue, do vtrerly looſe their 
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vnderſtanding- To mee this appeareth a very/ydle opitiion;as alread 
hath beene approued by ther (90 debts tr al alſo bee vicar 
manifeſt by another of mine owne. FOTR1t% 

[n our City of Florence, famous for ſome good, though as many bad 
qualities , there dwelt (not long lince) a Gentlewoman, enducd with 
choice beauty and admirable perfeRions,being wife to Signior Beltra- 
7:0, a very valiant Knight, anda man of great poſſeſſions. As often- 
times it commeth to paſle,that a man cannot alwayes tecde on one kind 
of bread, but his appetite will be longing after change : fo fared it with 
this Lady,named ſabe/layſhe being not ſatisfied Mithche delights of her 
Husband; grew enamourcd of a young Gentleman, called Lionello, 
compleate of perſon and commendable qualities,albeir nor of the fairctt 
fortunes,yet his afteftion cuery way ſurable ro hers. Andtull well you 
know(taire Ladics) that where the mindes irreciprocally accorded, no 
dilligence wanteth forthedelires execution : fo this amorous couple, 
made many ſolemne proteſtations, vntill they ſhould bee triended by 
opportunity. 

Ir fortuned in the time of their hopefull expectation a Knight, named 
Signior Lambertuccio, fell hkewife in Joue with J7ſabel/a: but becauſe 
he was ſomewhat vnſightly of perſon, and vtterly vnplealing in the eye, 
ſhe grew regardleſle of his frequent ſolicitings,and would not accepr ei- 
ther tokens, or letters. Which when hee ſaw, (being very rich and of 
g-cat power) hee ſought to compaſle his intent by a contrary courle, 
threatning her with ſcandall and diſgrace to her reputation, and with his 
aſſociatesto bandie againſt her beſt friends. She knowing what man- 
ner of man he was,and how able to abuſe any with infamous impurati- 
ons,wilely returned him hopefull promiſes, chough neuer meaning to 
performe any, bur onely ( Lady-like ) to flatter and toole him there- 
with. Ln 

Some few miles diſtant from F/orence, Beltramo had a Caſtle of plea- 
ſure.and there his Lady ſabella vſed to liue all Summer,as all other doe 
the like, being ſo poſleſied. On a day, Belrramo being ridden from 
home,and ſhe hauing ſent for Lionello,to rake the aduantage of her Hus- 
bands abſence ; accordingly he went, not doubting but ro winne what 
he had long expected.Signtor Lambertuccio on the other ſide, meeting 
Beltramo riding from his Caſtle,and 1ſabe//x now fit ro enioy his com- 
pany : gallops thither withall poſſible ſpeede; becauſe hee would bee no 
longer delayed. Scarcely was Lzoxellocntred the Caſtle, and receiving 
dircRtions by the waiting woman; to her Ladies Chamber : bur Lam- 
bertuccio gallopped in at the Gare , which rhe woman perceimig, 
ranne preſcntly and acquainted her Lady with the comming of Lam- 
bertuccio. SELTIE oak 

Now was ſhee the onely ſforrowfull woman of the world ; for no- 
thing was now to'bec feared, but: Normes and tempeſts , becauſe 
Lambertuccio , ſpake no other * then Dm and Thunder, 
and Lionello , ( being no leile WP thea ſhee) by her perſwaſion 
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crept behind the bed, where he hid himſelte very coatentedly. By this 
time Lambertuccio was diſmounted from his Courter,which hefaſtencd 
(by the bridle)to a ringin the wall, and thenthe waiting womancame 
ro bim,to guide him to her Lady and Miſtrefſe : who ſtood ready ar 
the | 15480, 4x graced him witha very acceptable welcome, yermar- 
uclling much at his ſo ſodaine comming. Lady ( quoth he) I met your 
Husband vpon the way,which granting mine acceſſe to ſee you ; I come 
to claime your long delaycd promiſe , the time being now ſo fauou- 
rable for ir. 

Beforc he had vrtered halte theſe words, Beltramo,having forgor an 
eſpeciall euidence in his Study , which was the onely occalton of his 
iourncy,came gallopping backe againe into the Caſtell Court,and ſec- 
ing ſuch a goodly Gelding ſtand faſtened there , could not redily ima- 
gine who was the owne thereot. The waiting woman, vpoa .the light 
of her Maitcrs entring into the Courr,came to her Lady, ſaying: My 
Maſtcr Be/tramo is returned backe,newly alizhtcd, and (queltionlefle ) 
comming vp the ſtares. Now was our Lady J/abe//a, tentimes worſe 
affiightcd then betore , (hauing two ſeuerall amourous ſuters in her 
houlc,both hoping, neither ſpeeding , yet her creditelying at the ſtake 
for cither) by this vnexpected returne of her Husband. Moreouer, 
there was no poſſible meanes, forthe concealing of Signior Lambertuc- - 
cio, becauſe bis Gelding ſtood in the open Court , and therefore made 
a (brewde preſumption againſt her , vpon the leaſt doubtlull queſtion 
vrged. 

Fe as womens wits arealwayts beſt vpon ſudden con- 
ſt:ainrs,looking forth ofher window,and eſpying ker Hu-t2nd prepa- 
ring to come vp: ſhethrew her ſelfe on her day Couch , ſpeaking thus 
(e:rneſtly)ro Lambertucero. Sir,if euer you loued mee, and would haue 
m-* faithfully ro belecue it, by the inſtant ſafery borthof your owne ho- 
nout,;and my lite, doc but as I aduiſe you, Forth draw your Sword, 
and, with a (tcanre countenance, threarning death and deſtruction : run 
downe the ſtaires, and when you are beneath, ſay. I ſeare by my beſt 
fortuncs;alcthough I miſſe of thee now heere , yer I will be ſurero tinde 
thee ſome whereelſe. Andif my Husband ofter to ſtay you, or mooue 
any queſtion to you : make no other an{were, but what you formerly 
ſpake in fury. Beſide, ſo ſoone as you are mounted on horſe- 
backe, hauc no further conference with him , vpon any occaſion 
whatſocucr ; to preuent all ſuſpition in him, of our future intend- 
ments. 

Lambertucciolware many terrible oathes,to obſerue her diretionsin 
cuery part,and hauing drawne forth his Sword, graſping it naked in his 
hand,and ſetting worle lookes one the buſineſſe, then cuer nature gauc 
him,bccauſc he had ſpent ſo much labour in vaine , hefailed notin a iot 
of the Ladics iniunQtion. Beltramo hauing commanded his horſe to 
late cultody,and mecting Lamberteccio diſcending downethe ſtaires, ſo 
{o armcd,{ycaring,and moſt extreamely ſtorming,wondring cu 

narily 
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narily as his threatning words, made offer to imbracc him, and vndet:- 
ſtand rhe reaſon of his diſtemper. Zambertucrio repulling him rudely, 
andſctting foote in the ſtirrup, mounted on his Gelding, andfpake no-. 
thingelſe bur this. I ſweare by the faireſt of all my fortunes, although 
[ miſſe of thee heere : yet I will be ſureto find thee ſome where elſe, and 
ſo he gallopped mainely away. * os 

\W hen Beltramo was come vp ifito his wines Chamber; tice found her 
caſt downe vpon her Couch, weeping, full of feare,and greatly diſcom- 
forted z wherefore he ſaid vnto her, What is hee that Signior Lamber- 
$u:cio is fo extreamely offended withall,and threatneth in ſuch implaca- 
ble manner ? The Lady ariling from her Couch,and going neere tothe 
Beds, becauſe Lione{lo might the better heare her ; rernrned her Hus- 
band this anſwere. Hwband (quoth ſhe) yerer was / ſo dreadfully af- 
frizhted till now:for,a young Gentleman,of whence ,or what he &,7 know not, 
tame running t#to our Caſtle for reſcue, bemg purſued by Signior Lamber- 
tuccio,with 4 weapon ready drawne in his hand. Aſcenditty vp our ſtayres, 
by what fortune, know not,he found my Chamber doore ſtanding open , fin- 
dinz me alſo working on my Sampler , and in wonderfull feare ani trem- 
bling. 
Good Madame ( quorh hee ) for Gods ſake helpe to ſane my life,ox elſe 
1ſhallbe ſlaine heere in your Chamber. Hearing his pittions cry , and com- 
paſtionating his deſperate caſe; 1 aroſe from my worke, and in my demaund- 
in2 of whence,and what he was, that durit preſume ſo boldly into my bed- 
chamber : preſently came op Signior Lambertuccio alſo, inthe ſame wnci. 
will ſorte,as before I tolde Luny otnbar's and [wearing ; where ts this trai- 
terous willaine > Heereupon,J ſtept (ſomewhat Houtly to my Chamber doore, 
«nd as hee offered to enter, with a womans couraze I reſiſted him, which 
made him [o nmch enraged againſt mee, that when hee ſaw mee to debarre 
his entrance ; after many terrible and vile oathes and vowes , bee ranne 
downe the ſtayres againe , in ſuch like manner as you chaunced to meete 
him, 

Now truſt mee dearc wife ( ſaid Be/tramo) you behaued your ſelfe 
very well and worthily: forgt would hauc becne a moſt notorious ſcan- 
dallto vs,ifa man ſhould bee {laine in your bed-chamber : and Signior 
L.ainbertuccio carryed himſelfe moſt diſhoneſtly, ro purſue any man ſo 
outragiouſly, hauing taken my Caſtleas his SanQuary. Burt alas wife, 
what is become of the poore affrighted Gentleman? Introth Sir(quorh 
ſhe)I know not, but ( ſomewhere or other ) heereabour hee is hidden. 
YVhere art thou honeſt friend ? ſaid plaine meaning Belzramo z, Come 
torth and feare not, for thine enemy is gone. 

Lionello, who had heardall the fore-paſſed diſcourſe , which ſhee 
had deliuered to her Husband Beitrams , came creeping forth amazedly 
(as one now very fearcfully affrighted indeede) from vnder the fur- 
ther {ide ef Pb 3-1 and Beltramoſaide to him, What a quarrell was 
this,between thee and farious Lambertuceio? Nor any ar all Sir,replycd 
L2 Lienello, 


Newell 


þ "HE 


Jn COINS 


WV The Seventh Day, 


Lionello, to my knowledge, which verily perſwadeth me z that either he 
isnot well in his wits, or elſe he miſtaketh me for ſome other z becaulc, 
ſo ſoone as he ſaw me onthe way, ſomewhat neeretothis your Caſtle, 
hedrew forth his Sword, and ſwearing an horrible oath, ſaid. Traitor 
thouartadead man. Vpontheſerough words, I ſtayednotto queſti- 
onthe occaſion of mine offending him: but fled from him fo faſt as poſ. 
ſibly I could ; but confeſle my {elfe (indeede) ouer-bold, by preſuming 
into your Ladies bed chamber , which yet (equalled with her mercie) 
hath bin the onely mcancsat this time,ot ſauing my life, | 

She hath done like a good Lady, anſwered Beltramo , and I do yerie 
much commend herfor it. Bur, recolle&thy diſmayed fpirite roge- 
ther, for I will ſeethee ſafely ſecured hence, afterward, looke toth 
ſelfe ſo well as thou canſt. Dinner being immediately made ready,and 
they hauing merrily feaſted together : he beſtowed a good Gelding on 
Lionello,and rode along with him to Florence, where he left him quiet- 
ly inhis owne lodging. The {clfe-ſame Euening (according as 1ſabel/s 
had giuenenſtruction) Lione//ocontcrred with Lambertuccio : and ſuch 
an agreement paſſed betweene them, that though ſome rough ſpeeches 
* were noiſed abroad,to ſet the better colour onthe buſineſle;yetal mat- 
ters were ſo cleanly carried, that Beltramoneuer knew this queint de- 


ccitfull policy of his Wite. 
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Lodouico diſconered to his Miitreſſe Madame Beatrix, how amoropſly he 

was affected to her. She cunningly ſent Egano her Huband into h;s gay- 
den, in all reſpects diſgniſed like her ſelfe , while ( friendly) Lodouico 
conferred with her in the meane while. Afterward, Lodouico pretending 
4 laſciuious allurement of his Miſtreſſe, t hereby to wrone bis hone# Ma- 


ſter, inſted of her, beateth Eganqyſoundly in the Garden. 


The Seuenth Nouell. 


Whereby i declared, that ſuch as keepe many honeſt ſeeming ſeruants, may 
ſometime finde a knaue among them, and one that proues to be ouer-ſawcy 
With his Maſter. 


Youare to vnderſtand then, that it is no long while ſince, whenthere 
dwelt in Paris a Florentine Gentleman, who falling into decay of his e- 
ſtate, by ouer-bountifull expences z vndertooke the degree of. a Mer- 
chant, andthriued ſo well by his trading, that he grew togreat wealth, 
hauing one onely ſonne by his wife, named Lodowico, This Sonne,par- 
takings ſomewhat in his Fathers former height of minde, andno way un- 


clincable rodeale in Merchandize, had no mcaning to be a EP, 
'an 
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and therefore accompanied the Gentlemen of France, in ſundry ſerui- 
ces for the Kingz among whom, by his ſingular good carriage and qua- 
lites, he happened to be not meanly eſteemed. Whilethus he comti- 
nued inthe Court , itchanced, that certaine Knights, returning from 
teruſalem, having there viſited the holy Sepulcher, and comming imo 
company where Lodouico was: much familiar diſcourſe' paſſed amongſt 
them, concerning the faire women of France, Eagland, and other parts 
ofthe world wherethey had bin, and what dclicate beauties they had 
ſcene. 

One inthe company conſtantly auouched,that of all the Women by 
them ſogenerally obſerued,there was not any comparable tothe Wite 
of Egan de Galluz24,dwelling in Bologna,and her name Madam Beatrix, 
reputedtobe the onely faire womanofthe world . Many of thereſt 
maintained as much,hauing binar Bologna, and likewiſe ſcene her. 79- 
dowico hearing the woman tobe fo highly commended , and neuer (as 
yer) fecling any thought of amorous inclination 3 became ſodainely 
roucht with an carncſt deſire of ſeeing her, and his minde could enter- 
taine no other marter, but onely of trauailing rhither to ſee her, yea,and 

tocontinuerthere, if occaſion ioſerued. The reafon forhis tourney vr- 
ged to his Father, wasto viſit /erwſalems, and the holy Sepulcher,which 
with much difficulty.ar length he obrained his leaue. 

Being on his journey towards Bologna, by the name of Anichino, and 
not of Lodonico, and being there arriued, vpon the day following , and 
hauing vnderſtood the place of her abiding : irwas his good happe, to 
fcethe Lady at her Window ; ſhe appearing inhis eye farre more faire, 
thcnall reports had made herto be. Heereupon, his aftcRion became 
ſocnil.mcd ro her,as he vowed, neuer to depart from Bologna, vnrill he 
had obtained her loue. Anddeuiſing by whatmeancs he mighreffeR 
his hopcs, he grew per{waded (f{ctring all other artemprs afide)thar if he 
could be entertained into her Husbands {cruice, and vadergo ſome bu- 
{inc{lc inthe houſe, time might rutor himto obraine his deſire. Hauing 
e1:cn 11s atrendants ſufficichrallowance,to ſpare his company ,and take 
no knowledgc of him, [{clling his Horles alſo, and other* notices which 

mizht diſcouer him : hegrew into acquaintance with the Hoſte of the 
houſc where he lay, reucalingan carncſt deſire in himſelfe, to ſerue ſom 

Lord or worthy Gentleman, if any were willing to giue him entertain- 

ment. 

Now beleeue me Sir (anſwered the Hoſte) you ſeeme worthy to haue a 
gool1 ſeruice indeede, and I know a Noble Gentleman of thu Cittie, who 6s na- 
med Egano: he will (without all queſtion) accept your offer , for hee keepeth 
many men of verie good deſeruing, and you ſhall haue my furtherance therein 
ſo mach as maybe. Ashepromiſed, ſo he performed, andtaking Ani- 
ch1mo with him vnto Egano: ſo farre he preuailed by his friendly prote- 

ſtarions, and good opinion of the young Gentleman ; that Anichine 
was (without moreado) accepted into Egamoes ſeruice, then which, no- 


thing could be more pleaſing tohim. Now had hethe benefit of dayly - 
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bcholding his hearts Maſtrefſe , andſo acceptableptoved his fcruiceto 
Egano, that he grew very farrein lone with hm : ' mot vndertaking any 
affayres whatlocuer, without the aduice and direction of Anichino, fo 
that he repoſed his moſt cſpeciallrruſt in him z as a manakopether go- 
uerned by him. 

It forruned vpon a day, that Egazobeing riddento flyc his Hawke ar 
the Riuer, and Anichmmo remaining behinde at home, Madame Beatrix, 
who (as yet) had taken no notice of Anichinoes loueto her ( albeit her 
{{lfe, obſcruing his faire carriage} and commendable qualities , was 
highly pleaſed to haue ſo ſeeming a feruant) called him to play ar the 
Cheſle with her : and Anichino, coueting nothing morethento content 
her, c2 ried himfſclte 1o dexterioufly in the game, that he permitted hir 
tillro win, which was no little joy to her. Whenall the Gentlc-wo- 
men, :n4owlicr [riends there preſent, as ſpeRtators to behold their play, 
ha. coken their farewcll, and were departed, leauing them all alone,yer 
021M1Mg (till : Auichme breathing forth an intire ſigh, Madame Beatrix 
locking mcrrily on him, ſaid. Tell me Anichine, art not thou angrie,to 
{-- me win © [t{hould appeare ſo by that folzmne ſigh. No truly Ma- 
daine, anſivercd Anichino, a matrer of farre greater moment, then loſſe 
of infinite games at the Cheſle, was the occaſion why I ſighed. I pray 
thee (replycd the Lady) by the Joue thou beareſt me, as being my Ser- 
uant (ifany loue at all remain intheetowards me) giuc me a reaſon for 
that harty ſigh. 

When he hcard himſclte ſo ſeuerely coninred,by the loue he bare to 
her, and loucd none elſe inthe world beſtde:hegaue a ftarre more hart- 
ficke ſigh, then before, Then his Lady and Miltreſle entrcated him ſe- 
rioufly,to let her know the cauſe of thoſe rwo deepe fighes : whereto 
Anichino thus replycd. Madam, if 1 ſhould tellyou, I ſtand greatly in fearc 
of effenilins you : and when 1 haue told you, I doubt your diſcouery thereof to 
ſome ather. Beleeue me Anichino (quorh ſhe)therein thou neither canit.or 
{halt offend me. Moreouer aſſure thy ſelfe, that 7 will nener aiſcloſe it to any 
other, except I may doit with thy conſent. Madame(ſaide hee) ſeeing you 
haue prot-ſted ſuch a ſolemne promiſe to mee, 1 will reueale no meane ſecret 
UNO You, ; 

So, with tearcs ſtanding in his eyes, he told her what he was ; where 
hc heard the firſt report of her ſingular perfections,and inſtantly becam 
cnamorcd ofher, as the mainc moriue of his entring into her ſcruice . 
Then, moſt humbly he cntreated her, thar if jr mighr agree with her 
200d liking, ſhe would be pleaſed to commiſleratehis caſe, and grace 
him wich her priuate fauours . Or, ifſhee might nor be ſo mercifullto 
him ; that yet ſhe would vouchſafe, to let him line in the lowly condi- 
tion as he did, and thinke it a thankefull dury in him, onely to l9uc her, 
O ſingular ſweetneſſe, naturally liuing in faire feminine blood! How 
iuſtly art thou worthy of praiſe in the like occaſions ? Thou couldſt ne- 
uer be wonne by ſighes and teares ; bur hearty imprecations haue al- 
ways preuail:d with thee , making thee apt and eaſi8to DON 
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fires. If Thad praiſes anfiverable tothy great and glorious deferuings, 
my voice ſhould neuer faint, nor my pen waxe weary, inthe duc and 
obſequious performance ofthem. 

Madam Beatrix, well obſeruing Anichino when he ſpake, and giuing 
credit to his ſo ſolemne proteſtations;they were ſopowertull in preuat- 
ling with her, that her ſenſes (in the ſame manner) were enchanted;and 
ſighes flew as violently from her, as before he had vented them : which 
ſtormy tempelt being a little ouer-blowne, thus ſhe ſpake. Anrchino,my 
hearts deere affected Friend, line in hope, for 1 tell thee truly, neuer could 
gifts, promiſes, nor any Courtings vſed to me by Lords, Knights, Gentle. 
men, or other (although I hane bin ſolicited by many ) wine the leſt grace 
or fauour at my hand,no, nor moue me to any affection, But thou,in a mi- 
aute of time (compared with their long and tedions ſuing ) haſt expreſſed 
ſach a ſoneratene potency in thy ſweet words, that thou haſi madg me more 
thine, then mine owne : and belecue it wnfeinedly, I hold thee # be wor thy 
of my loue. Wherefore, with this kiſſe I freely gine1t thee, and »:4ke thee a 
further promiſe, that before this mzht ſhall be fully paſt, thou ſhalt ia bet- 
ICY ANAET percerne it. Aduentureinto my Chamber about the houre vt 
midnizht, I will leaue the doorc open : thou knoweſt on which ſide of the 
bed I vc toreſt, come thit her andfeare not:1f T ſleep, the leaſt gentle touch 
of thy hand will wake xze, and then thou [halt ſee how much I loue thee, So, 
with a kind kifſe or twogthe bargaine was concluded, ſhe licenſing his 
deprture for that time, and he ſtaying in hope of his hearts happineſle, 
till when,hc thought cucry-hourea yeare, 

inthe mcanc while, Egazoreturned home from Hawking, and fo 
loone as he had ſupr (being very weary) he wentto bed, and his Ladie 
likewiſe with him, leauing her Chamber doore open, according as ſhe 
had promiled. Arthe houre appointed, Azrch:o came , finding the 
doore bur cafily put roo, which (bcing enrred) ſoftly he cloſed againe, 
inthe ſame manneras hc tound it. Going to the beds fide where rhe 
Lady lay, and gently rouching her breſt with his hand, he found her to 
be awake, and percciuing he was come according; vato promiſe, ſhee 
caught his hand fait with hers, and held him very ſtrongly. Then, tur- 
ning (as ſhe could) towards Egaro, ſhe made fuch meancs, as hee awa- 
ked, whereupon ſhe ſpake vnto him as followeth. 

Stir, yeſternight I would hane had a fewe ſpeeches with you : but, in re- 
gard of your wearineſſe and early going to bed, I could not haue any oppor- 
tunity. Now, this time and place being mob conuenient, Ideſire to bee re- 
ſolued by you : Among all the men retained into your ſeruice.which of them 
you do thinke tobe the beit, moſt loyall, aud worthieſt to enioy your loue?E.- 
gano an{wercdthus : wife, why ſhould you mone ſuch a queſtion to me?Do 
not you know, that Ineuer had any ſeruant heeretofore, or euer ſhall haue 
beercafter, in whom 1 repoſed the like truſt as I baue done, and do in Ani- 
Chino * But to what end i this motion of yours? Twill tellyour Sir(quoth 
ſhe) and then be Indge your ſelf, whether I hae reaſon to mone this queſti- 
0n,0r no. Mine opinioneuery way equalled yours, concerning ann of 

that 
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VWhen Ezano heard theſe Words, ſodaincly hee ſtarted out of Bed, 
ſaying. Doel foſter ſuch a Snake in mine owne boſome? Gramer- 
cic Wite for this politicke promiſe of thine, and beleene mee, I mean 
to follow it effectually. So, on he par his Ladies Night-gown, her for- 
mall head Arrireand Chin-cloth,going preſently downe into the Gar- 
den, to expect Anichinoes comming to the Pine-Tree. Burt beforethe 
matter grew to this 1fſue,let me demand of you faire Ladies, in what a 
lamentable condition(as you may imagine)iwas poore Aniching, to bee 
{oſtrongly detained by her,heare all his amorous ſuite diſcoucred, and 
likely to draw very heauy afMictions on him? Vndoubredly, he looked 
for immediate apprehenſiqn by Ezare, impriſonment and publike pu- 
nifhmcnt for his ſo malapert preſumption: and had it proucd ſo,ſhe had 
mucin renoyned her ſelte, and dealt with him but as he had iuſtlic de- 
terued. 

\ But frailtie in our feminine ſex is roo much preualent, and makes vs 
wander from vertuous courſes, when we are viel onward in the way to 
them. Madam Beatrix,wharſocucr paſſed betweene her and Anichine, 1 
know not, bur, cither to continue this new begunnelcaguefor further 
time,or,ro be reuenged on her husbands {implicity, in oucr-raſhlie g1- 
uing credit to ſo ſmooth a ly;this was her aduiſe to him. Anichino,quoth 
ſhe, Take a'700d Cudprell in thy hand , then gointo the Garde ſo farre as 
the Pie, and there, as if formerly thau hadſt ſolicited mee unto this ſe- 
cret meeting only but by way of approuing my honeſlie: in my name,renile 
thy maſter ſo bitterly as thou canſt, beſtowing manie ſound blowes on him 
wth thy cadre! yet vreethe ſhame ſtil(as it were )to mee, an4neuer leaue 
him til thou ha /{ beaten him out of the garden, to teach him keepe hs bed 
another time.Suchan apt Scholler as Anichino was inthis kind,needsno 
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tuturing, buta word is enough ro a ready Wir. To the Garcengocs 
he, withagood willow cudgell in his hand, and comming neere tothe 
Pine-tree, there he found Egano diſguiſed liketo his Lady, who arifing 
from the place where he ſate, went with chearctull geſture to welcome 
him;bur Anichino (in rough and ſtearne manner) thus ſpake vnto him . 
Wicked, ſhameleſſe, and moſt immodeſt Woman, Art thou come, according 
to thine vuchaſte and laſe intous promiſe ? Couldeit thou ſs eaſily credite, 
(thourh 1 tempred thee, to trie the vertue of thy continencie) I would offer 
ſuch a damnable wrong to my worthy Maſter, that ſo deerely loues me,an4 
repoſeth his eſpeciall confidence in me ? Thou art much deceiuedin me, and 
ſhalt finde, that Thate to be falſe to him. 

Solifting vp the Cudgell, he gauc him therewith halfeaſcore good 
baſtinadoes, laying them on ſoundly, both on his armes and ſhoulders: 
and E2ano fecling the {mart of them, durſt not ſpeake one Worde, but 
ficd away from him fo faſt as hee could, Anichino ſtill following, and 
multiplying many other iniurious ſpeeches againſt him, withthe Epi- 
thitcs of Strumper, luſtfull and inſatiare Woman. Go thou lewde beaſt 
(quoth hc) mot wnworthy the title of a Lady, or to beWife vnto ſo good a 
natured man, as my May ;ſter ts, to whom I will reueale thy moſt UNeract- 
ows inciuility to Morrow, that he may puniſh thee a little better then I haue 
done. 

E2ano being thus well beaten for his Garden walke, got withinthe 
doore, and ſo went vpto his Chamber againe: his Lady there deman- 
ding of him, whcthcr Anichino came according to his promiſe, orno? 
Come? quoth Egano, Yes wife, he came, but deerely to my coſt: for hee ve- 
r!ly taking me for thee, hath beaten me moſt extrcamly,calling me an hun- 
arcdwyores and Strumpcts, reputins thee to bee the wickedſi Woman li- 
117, 13 760d ſadneſſe Be:rrix, I wondred not alittle at him.that hewonld 
ene thee any ſuch vile ſpeeches, with intent to wrong mee in mine honony. 
Queſttouliſe, becau IC hce ſiw thee to be ron1all ſpirited, Gracious and affa- 
ble towardes all men, therefore hee intendcd to make triall of thine hoacft 
carnage. Well Str (laydeſhoe) tw.s happy that hee tempted wee with 
words, and let you taſte the proofe of them by deeds : and let him thinke, 
thai T brooke thoſe words as diſtaſtably, as you do or can, his ill deeds . But 
ſcerng he ts ſo iuſl : farthfull, and loyall ts jou, you may lone him the better, 
aud reſpect him as you finde occaſion. 

V\ hereto Eganothus replyed. Now truſt mewife, thou haſt ſaid ve- 
ry well: And drawing hencethe argument of his ſerled perſwaſton; that 
hc had thechaſteſt Woman liuing to his wife, and ſo iuſt a Seruant, as 
could nor be tcllowcd : there neuer was any further diſcoucrie of this 
Gardcn-night accident. Perhaps, Madame Beatrix and Anichino might 
{ibrilly {mulethercar in ſecret, in regard that they knew more then a- 
ny other etc betide did. Bur, as for honeſt meaning Egano, hee ne- 
ucr had ſo muchas the verie leaſt miſtruſt of ill dealing, either in his 
Lady, or Anichins; whom hee loucd and eſteemed farre more reſpec- 
uucly vppon this proofe of his honeſtie towards him , then hee would 
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Arrigucc10 Berlinghieri, became immeaſurably ielous of bis Wife Simo- 
nida, who faſtened a thred about her zreat toe, for to ſerue as a ſj 77.all, 
when her amorous friend ſhould come to vifire her. Arriguccio finderh 
the fallacie, and while he purſueth the amorous friend, ſhee cauſeth her 
Maide to lye in her bed azainſt hu returne : whom he beateth extream- 
ly, cutting away the lockes of her haire (thinking he had doone all this 
;olence to his wife Simonida:) and afterward fetcheth her Mother > 
Brethren, to ſhame her before them, and ſo be rid of her. But they find. 
tn7 all hs ſpeeches to be viterly falſe; and reputine him to bec a drun 


ken iealor;s foole , all the blame and diſgrace falleth on himſclfc 
The Eight Nouell. 


hereby appeareth, that an Husband ought to be very well aduifea, whey 
he meaneth to diſconer any wrong offered his wife , except hee him-ſelfe 
do raſhly run ito all the ſhame and reproach, FIR 


T ſeemed to the whole aſſembly, that Madim Beatrex, dealre 
ſomewhat ſtrangcly,inthe manner of beguiling her husband; 
and affirmed alſo, that Anichino had great cauſe of tear, when 
ſhc held him ſo ſtrongly by her beds fide, and relatedall his amorous 
temptation. But whenthe King perceyucd, that Madame \Bdgrlomena 
ſate ſilent, heturned to Madam Netphila, willing her to ſupply the next 
place; who modeſtly ſmiling,thus began. 
M 2 
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— _ FaireLadies, it werean heauy burthen impoſed on me,and a matter 
much ſurmounting my capacity, if I ſhould vainely imagine,to content 
you with fo plcaſing a Nouel,, as thoſe hauc already done, | by you ſo 
ſingularly reported : neuertheleſſe, I muſt diſcharge my dutie,andtake 
my fortune as it fals,albcit I hopero finde you mercitull. 

Youareto know then, that ſometime thereliued in our Citic,a very 
welthy Merchant, named Ar77guccio Berlinghieri,who(as many Mer- 
chants haue done) fondly imagined, to make himicltea Gentlemanb 
marriage. Which that he might the more aſſuredly do,he took to wite 
a Gentlewoman, one much abouc his degree or element, ſhe being na- 
med S1monida. Now, in regard that he delighted (as itis the vſuall life 
of 2 Mcrchant) to be often abroad, and little ar home, whereby ſhee 
11d ſmall bench of his company ; ſhee grew very torward in affection 
with a young Gentleman, called Signior Roberto,who had folicitcd hir 
by many amorous meanrs,and (at length) preuailedro win her fauor. 
Which fuour being once obrained, affection gaddes ſo farre beyond al 
diſcrction, and makes Louers fo heedeletle of their priuate conuerſati- 
ons: thar cither they are taken tardy in rhceir folly, or clle ſubiced to 
ſcandaloisfuſpition. 

It came to paſſe, thit Arrzauccuo, cither by rumour, or {ome other 
more ſcnfible apprchenfton, had receiued ſuch intelligence concerning 
his Witc $:m0n:da, as he grew into cxtraordinarte tealouſte of her, re- 
frainins trauaile abroad, as formerly he was wontto doc, and ccafling 
from his verie ordinary aftayres, addicting all his care 2nd endeauour, 
oncly to be watchfull of his Wite ; ſo that he neucr durſt ſlecpe, vnrill 
ſhe vere by himin the bed, which was no meane molleſtationto her, 
beiogthus curbd from her tamyliar mcerings with Roberto. Neucrthe- 
lefſe, hauing along while conſulred with her wirtes, to find ſome apre 
meancs for conuerſing with him, being rtheretoalfo very carncſtlic {till 
ſolicited by him; you thall heare whar courſe ſhe vndertooke, 

Her Chanber being ontheſtreere fide, and fomewhar iutrying oucr 
ir, ſhe obſcrucd thediſpolition of her Husband, that cuery night it was 
long before he tellaflecpe : but being once falne intoir, nonoyſe 
whatlocutr, could cafily wake him. This his folemne and ſound ſlee- 
ping, emboldned her ſo farre, as to meete with Roberto at the ſtreete 
doorc, which(while her Husband ſlcpr) ſoftly ſhe would open to him, 
and there in priuate conuerſe with him. * 

But, becauſe ſhee would know the certaine houre of his commundg . 
withourthe leaſt ſuſpition ofany: ſhe hung a thred forth of her Cham- 
ber Window, deſcending downe, withinthe compaſle of Roberroes 
reach inthe ſtreer, and the other endthercof, guided from the Win- 
dow to the bed, being conueyed vnder thecloathes, and ſhee being in 
bed, ſhe faſtned itabour her left great Toe, wherewith Roberto was ſuf- 
hiciently acquainted, and thus enſtructed withall; that at his comming, 
he ſhouldplucke the thred, 8& ifher husband was in his dead ſleep, ſhe 

would let gothe thred, and come downeto him : but if heſlept nor,ſhe 


would 
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would hold it ſtrongly;and then hisrarrying would proue but invaine, 


there could be no meeting thatnight;. . | 
This deuiſe was highly plea ing both to Roberto an d Simonida ] he: 


ingthe intelligencer ofrtheir oftenmeeting , and many times alſo aQui-* 


ſing the contrary. But inthe end,asrhequainteſt cunning may faile ar 
one timeor other ; ſo it fortuned one night ,that Simonida beingin a 
ſound ſleeps, and Arrigucero waking , becauſe his drowfie houre was 
not as yet come : as he extended forth his icgpe it the bed, he found the 
thred, which feeling in his hand, and perceiuing it was ryed to his wives 
great toc z it prooucd apttinder to kindle further lealoutic,and now hee 
{ulpeted ſome treachery indeede, and ſo much the rather becaule the 
thred guided(vnder the cloathes)from the bed tothe window,and there 
hanging downe into the ſtreete, as a warning to ſome further buſi- 
neſle. 


Now was Arrigucc10o furiouſly enflamed,that hee muſt needes bee - 


further reſolucd in this apparant doubt : and becauſe therein hee would 
n0t be deceiued,(oftly hecutthe thred from his wijues toe, and made it 
faſt about his owne;to trye what ſucceſſe would enſue thereon. It was 
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not long before Roberto came, and according as hce vſed ro doe, hee }. 


pluckttheihred, which Arrigucciofelt, but becauſe hee had not tycd it 
taſt,and Robertopulling it ouer-hardly, it fell downe from the window 
into his hand, which he vnderſtood as his leſſon,to attend her comming, 
and ſo hee did. Arrizuccio ſtealing ſoftly out of bed from his wite, and 
raking his Sword vnder his arme, went downeto the doore, to ſec who 
it was, With full intent of further reuenge. Now,albeit he was a Mer- 
chant, yet he wanted not courage, and boldneſle of ſpirit, and opening 
the doore without any noyle,oncly as his wife was wont to doe: Rober- 
to,there waiting his entrance, perceiued by the doores vnfaſhionable 0- 
pcning,that it was not $i-20n74a,but her Husband, whereupon he be- 
rooke himſelfe to flight, and Arriguccio fiercely followed him. Arthe 
length, Roberto perceuuing thar flight auayled him not, becauſe his enc- 


my ſtill purſued him : being armed alſo with a Sword, as Arriguccio 


was; he returned backe vpon him, the one offering ro offend , as the 0- 
ther ſtood vpon his defence, and ſo in the darke they fought roge- 
ther. A 
$;monida awaking , euen when her Husband went foortt. of the 
Chamber, and finding the thredo be cut fromherroez conietured 
immediately, that her ſubtle cunning was diſcouered, and ſuppoling 
her Husband in purſuite of Roberto , preſently-ſhe aroſe, and, confide- 
ring what was likely to enſue thereon, called her Chamber-maide (who 
was not ignorant in the buſineſſe)and by perſwaſions premailed fowith 
her,that ſhe lay downein her placein the bed , vpon folemne proteltari- 
ons and liberall promiſes,notro make her ſelfe knowne, butroſuffer all 
paticntly,cither blowes, or other ill viage ofher Husband, which ſhce 
would recompencein ſuch bountifull ſort, as ſhe ſhould haue 'no'occa- 


lon to complaine. So, putting our the watch-light, which cnery night 
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— burned inthe Chamber, ſhe d thence,and fate do wne in a cloſe 
corner ofthe houſe,to ſee what would be the end of all this ſtirre, after 


her Husbands comming home. 


The fight (as you haue formerly hcard)continuing berweene Roberto 
and Arrizuccio,the neighbours hearing of the claſhing of their Swords 
in the ſtreets; aroſe out of their beds, and reproued them in very harſh 
manner. In which reſpe& Arr/gucao, fearing ro be knowne, and igno- 
rant alſo what his aducrſary was (no harme beingas yer done on cither 
ſide) permitted him to depart ; andextreamely tull ofanger, returned 
backe againe to his houſe. Being come vp into his bed-chamber, Thus 
he began z where 1s this lewde and wicked woman ? what © haſt thou put 
out the light, becauſe 1 ſhould not finde thee * that ſhall not auayle thee, 
for I can well cnouzh finde a drab in the darke. So, groping on to tbe 
beds ſide, and thinking hee had taken hold on his wite,he graſped the 
Chamber-maide,ſo beating her with his fiſts, and ſpurning her with his 
feet,thar al her face was bloody &bruiſed.Next,with his knife he cut off 
a preat deal of her haire,giuing her the moſt villanou: ipecches as could 
be deuiſed:ſwearing, that he would make hera ſhame to all the world. 

You nced make no doubt,butthe poore maide wept exceedingly, as 
ſhe had good occaſion to doe:and albeit many times the deſired mercy, 
and that hee would nor bee ſo cruell to her : yer notwithſtanding, her 
voyce was ſo broken with crying , and his impacierice ſo cxtreame,that 
rage hindered all power of diſtinguilhing, or knowing his wiues rongue 
from a ſtrangers. Hauing thus madly beaten her , and cur the lockes off 
from her head.thus he ſpake to her. wicked woman,and no wife of mine, 
be ſure Ihaue not done with thee yet, for,althou gh T1 meane not now tobeate 
thee any lonzer : 1 will goe to thy brethren, and they ſhall vnderſtand thy 
diſhoneſt behantour,Then will I bring them home with me,and they percei- 
umz how much thou haſt abuſed both their honeur and thine owne , let 
them deale with thee as they finde occaſion, for thou.:rt no more a compani- 
on for me. Noſooner had he vttered theſe angry wo.ds, but hee went 
forth of the Chamber, bolting it faſt on the outward ſide,as meaning to 
kecpe herſatelyincloſed,& our of the houſe he wentalone by himſelte. 

$1monids, who had heard all thistempeſtuous conflict, perceiving 
that her Husband had locke the ſtreere doore atter him, and was gonc 
whether he pleaſed : vnbolted the Chamber doore, lighted a waxe can- 
dlc,and went into ſeeher poore maide,whom ſhe found to be moſt pit- 
tifully miſuſed. She comforted her as well as ſhe could , brought her 
into 4s owne lodging Chambe , where waſhing her face and hurtsin 
very ſoucraigne waters, andre arding her liberally with Arriguccioes 
owne Gold ;ſhe held her ſelfeto ce ſufficiently ſarisfyed. So, leaving 
che maide in her lodging, and returning againce to her owne Chamber : 
ſhe made vp the bed in luch former manner, asifno body had lodged 
thercin har night. Then hanging vp her Lampeficſh fild with oyle, 


clearly lighted,ſhedeckt her ſelte in ſo d { if ſhe had b ar 
cariy EQdccit e1nlo decent fort c | 
bed all that nighe. oy IEF 
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Then taking ſowing worke in her hand, cither ſhirts or bands afher 
Husbands; hanging th: Lampe by her,and {itting downe ar the ſtayres 
head,the tell ro worke 1n very (erious manner , asifthee had vndereaken 
ſomeimpoſed taske. 

On the other ſide, Arrigucc:o had trauclled fo farre from his houſe, 
till he camear laſt ro the dwclling of S:monidacs brethren : where hee 
knockt ſo ſoundly,that he was quickely hzard, and(almoft as ſpeedily) 
ler in. $70-4daes bretircn,and her morher alſo,hearing of Arrieucer. 
ves comming thither ſo late. Roſe from their beds, and eachot rhem 
hauing a VV axe Candle lighted came preſently to him, to vnderſtand 
the cauſe of this his ſo vnſcalonable viſitation. Arrignceto. beginning ar 
the originallof the matter , thethred found tyed about his wines great 
toe,the fight and houthold conflict after following : related cuery cr- 
cumſtance tothem. And for the better proofe of his words , he ſhewed 
them the thred it ſelfe, the lockes ſuppoſed of his wiues haire, and ad- 
ding withall ; thatthey might now diſpoſe of $/7209:44 as themſclues 
pleaſed, becauſe ſhe ſhould remaine no longer in his houſe. 

The brethren to $/209744 were exceedingly offerided atthis relation, 
in regard they belecucd it for truth,and in this fury, commanded Tor- 
chesto be lighted, preparing to part thence with Arr:iucc/o home to his 
houſe,for the more ſharpe rchrehenſion of their Siſter. Which when 
ethcir mother ſaw,ſhe followed them weeping, firſt cntreating one, and 
then the other,not ro be ouer raſh in crediting ſuch a ſlander , but rather 
ro conlider the truth thereof aduiſedly : becauſe the Husband might be 
angry with his Vife vpon ſome otheroccaſion, and hauing outraged 
her,made this the meancs in excuſe of himſelfe. Morcuer ſhe ſaid, that 
ſhe could not chuſe but wonder greatly , how this matter ſhould thus 
coine to paſle ; becauſe he had good knowledge of her daugher,during 
the whole courſe of her education , faulrlefſe and blameletle in euery 
der ce; with many other good words of her belide, as proceeding from 
narurail aftetion ofa mother. 

Being co:ne tothe houſe of Arrizuceio, entring in, and aſcending vp 
the itayres : they heard S1momda [weetly linging at her working ; but 
pauling,vpon hearing their rude trampling, ſhee demaunded, who was 
tiere, Onc of the angry brethren preſently anſwered : Lewde woman 
as thou art,thou ſhalt know ſoone enonzh who #s heere: Our bleſſed Lady 
be with ws( quorth S;monida)and ſweet Saint Frances helpe to defend me, 
w/o dre vſe ſach vaſ.emety ſpeeches ? Starting vp and mecting them on 
the ſtare head : K7ade brethren, (ſaid the) & it you f What and my louing 
7:9'cr too? For ſweet Sarat Charities ſake what may be the reaſon of your 
0642949 hither ia this manner.  Shee being ſer downe againe to her 
wortc, ſo neatly apparrlled, wirhoutany ſigne of outrage offered her, 
tierf.ce vnblemiſhed, her haire comely ordered, and differing wholly 
ir,m the former ſpeeches of her Husband: the Brethren maruelled 
thereat nota little; and aſſivaging ſomewhat che imperuous torrent of 
thcirrage,began to demaund in coole blood, ( as it were) from whar 

ground 
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ground her Husbands complaints procceded , and threatning her 
roughly,ifſhe would nor conteſle the truth intircly to them. 
Ane Maria(quoth Simonida, croſling her ſelfe) Alas deare Brethren, 
T know not what you ſay,or rucane yor wherein my Hwsband ſhould bee of- 
fended,or make any complaint at all of me. Arriguccio heating this, loo- 
ked on her like a man that had loſt his Senſes: for well he remembred, 
how many cruell blowes he had giuen her on the face, belide fcratches 
of his nailes,and ſpurnes of his feet , as alſo the cutting ot her haire, the 
the leaſt ſhew of all which miſuſage,was not now to be ſcene. Her bre- 
thren likewiſe briefly told her, the whole effet of her Husbands ſpee- 
ches,ſhewing her the thred, and in what cruel} manner heſware hee did 
beatc her. $:m0ni4a,turning then to her Husband, and ſceming as con- 
founded with amazement,ſaid. How zs this Husband?*what doe I heave * 
would you hane me ſuppoſed(to your owne ſhame and diſgrace ) tobe a bad 
woman,and your ſelfe a eruell curſt man , when ( on either ſide) there is no 
ſach matter ? when were you thus night heere inthe houſe withmee? Or 
when ſhould you beate mee, and T not feele nor know it.Beleene me ( ſweete 
heart)all theſe are meerely miracles to me. 

Now was Arrieuccioten times more mad in his minde, then before, 
ſaying. Dinell,and no woman, did wee not the night goeboth together to 
bed © Did not I cut this thred from thy great toe,tyedit to mine,and found 
the craftie compadt betweene thee and 1hy Minnion ? Did not I follow and 
fieht with him in the flrects ? Came 1not backe againe, and beate thee as 
a Strumpet ſhnuld be ? And are not theſe the locks of haire, which I my 
ſelfe did cut from thy head ? 

Alas Sir (quoth ſhe)where hane you been ? doe you know what you ſay ? 
you did not lodge in ths houſe this night neither did I ſee you all the whole 
day and nz2ht,till now. 

Bur leauing this, 8nd come to the matter now ih queſtion, becauſe I 
haue no other teſtimony then mine owne words. You ſay, that you 
did beate rac,und cut thoſe lockes of haire from my head. Alas Sir,why 
ſhould you Tlander your ſelte? Inall your literime you did never ſtrike 


_ allelſcheere preſent,looke on me aduiſedly,ifany ligne of blow or bea- 
ting is tobeſceneon me. Nor were itan ealtcmatter for you to doe 
cither to (miite,or ſo much as lay your hand (in anger)on me, it would 
colt dearer then you thinke for. And whereas you ſay , that you did 
cut tholc lockes of haire from my head it is morethen eitherI know,or 
felr,nor arethey in colour like ro mine: but, becauſe my Mother and bre- 
thren ſhall be my witneſſes therein,and whether you did it without my 
knowledve; you ſhall all ſee,if they be cut, or no. So, raking off her 
head attyre,the diſplayed her hayre ouer her ſhoulders , which had ſu. 
tered no violence,ncither ſeemed to bee ſo much as vnciuilly or rudely 
handled. 

When the mother and brethren ſaw this, they began to murmure a- 
gainlt Arrizuccio, ſaying. what thinke you of ths Sir ? you rell vs of 
ſtranze 
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frrange matters which yog haue done,and all prouing falfe,we wonder how 
you can make good the reſt. . Arrigucciolooked wilde, and confuſedly, 
ſtriving ſtill to maiataine his accyſation : | but ſeeing every thing to bee 
Aarly againſt him,hedurſt notattenpr. to ſpeake one word. $;:onide 
cooke aduantagedfthis diſtrattionin him,and turning to her brethren, 
ſaide.. 1 ſce now thequarke whereat he aymethto makeme doe what 1 never 
meaute N amely, that 1 ſhould acqpaint you with his vile qualities, and 
what a wretched, life T leadewith bim, which ſeeing hee will needes haze 
me 10 reueale , beare with me if 1 dbe:it vpon compulſion. 

Mother and Brethren, am verily per ſwaded,that thiſe accidents which 
he diſcloſed to you, hath doubtleſſe ( 1n the ſame manner ) happened to him, 
and you ſhall heare how. Very true it s, that this ſeeming honeſt man,to 
whom (13 a luckleſſe houre) you married mc , ſltleth himſelfe by the name 
0 f- a Merchant ,coueting to be ſoaccounted and credited ,as holy in outward 
zppearance,as a Religious Monke,and as demure in lookes,as the modeſteſt 
Aaige : like a notorious rommon druukard , i a Tauerne hunter, where 
making his luxurins matches,one while with one Whore,then azaine with 
another , hee cauſeth mee eucry night toſit tarryine for him, euen in the 
ſame ſort as you found me : ſometimes till midnight ,and otherwhiles till 
broad aay light in the morning. 

And queſtionleſſe,being in EDIT drunken humour, hee hath lyen 
with one of his ſweet Conſorts,about whoſe toe he found tbe thred, and fin- 
ding her as falſe to him,as he hath alwayes beer tome: Did not onely beat 
her b»t alſo cut the haite from her head. And hauing not yet recouered 
hs ſeicces,gs verily perſwaded,and cannot be altered from it, but that hee 
performed all this villany to me. And if you doe but aduiſedly obſerue his 
countenance,he appeareth yet to be more then halfe arunke. 

But whatſoeuer he hath ſaid concerning me, 1 make yo account at all 
thereof becauſe he ſpake it in his drunkenneſſe ,. and as freely as'I forgine 
« m.,cucn ſo ( good Mother and kinde Brethren, ) let mec entreate you to do 
thelike. 

When the Mother had heard theſe words, and confidently beleeued 
her Daughter : ſhe began to torment her ſelfe withanger,laying. By the 
faith of my body Daughter, this unkindneſſe is not be endured, but rather 
let the dogoe be hanged, that his qualities may be knowne, he being viterly 
vnworthy to haue ſo good a woman to his wife,as thou art. What could he 
haue done more,if he had taken thee inthe open ſtreete, andin company of 
ſome wanton Gallants? In an vnfortunate houre waſt thou married to him, 
oo zealous Coxecombe as he ,and it & quite againſt jerſe or reaſon, that 
thou (houldeſt be ſubiett to his fooleries. What was hee, but Merchant of 
Eale-skinnes or Orenzes ; bred in ſome paltry countrey village ; taken from 
Hogge-rubbing ; clothed in Sheepes-Sattin, with Clowniſh Startops,Lea- 
ther ſtockings,and Caddies garters : His whole habite not worth three 
ſhillings : And ye he muſt haue a faire Gentlewaman to his Wife,of honeſt 
fame, riches and reputation, when,comparing hu pedegree with hers, hee 
« farre unfit to wipe her ſhoves. 
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—w- rn (Oe would you had followedeny counfell, and permit. 
ted her to math in the honourable family of Count Guido, which was 
much mooued,and ſeri ouſly purſued. 'Bat you would needs beitow her or 
thu goodly lewell , who , although ſhee « one of the choyfeſt beauties in 
Florence , chaſte , honeſt and truely vertuous : [s not aſhamed at mid. 
night,to proclaime her for a common whore, as if we had no better know. 
ledze of her. Bur by the bleſſed mother of Saint Tohn, if you would he r4- 
led by mine aduiſe , our law ſhould make him dearely ſmart for it. 

Alas my ſonnes,did I not tell you at home in our owne honſe , that his 
words were n0 way likely to proue true? Hane not your eyes obſerued his 
wnmannerly behauiour to y our Siſter ? If I were as you are, hearing what 
he hath ſaid,and noting his drunken carriage beſide, I ſhould neuer gine 0- 
ner,as lony as he had any life left in him. And wereI a man, as Iam a 
woman , none other then my ſolfe ſhould renenge her wrongs, making him 
a publike ſpeftacle to all drabbing drunkards. 

W hen the brethren had heard and obſerued all theſe occurrences; 
in moſt bitter manner they railed on Arriguccio, beſtowing ſome good 
baſtinadoes on him beſ1de,concluding thus with him in the end . Q#0:h 


one of them, Wee will pardon this ſhamefull abuſing of our et becauſe 
thou art a notoriom drunkard : but looke to it(onperill of thy life ) that 


we haue no more ſuch newes hereafter; for, beleeue it wo mn" » if any 
ſuch impudent rumours happen 10 0ur eares , or ſo much asa flying fame 
thereof,thou ſhalt ſurely be paide for both faults together. 

So home againe went they, and Arr/gxccio ſtood like one that had 
neither lifeor motion,notknowing (whether what he had done) was 
truc,or no,or if he dreamed allthis while, and fo ( without vttering any 
word)he left his Wife,and went quietly to bed. Thus by her wiſdome, 


ſhe did nor onely preuent an imminent peril! : bur alſo made a free and 
open paſſage, to further contentment with her amourous friend , yct 
dreadleſle of any diſtaſte or ſuſpition in her Husband. 
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ned by Dioneus. 
L ' - , | 
ydia,a Lady of great beauty,birth,and honor being wife to Nicoſtratus, 
Gonernour of A 605 /ang in louc with a Gentleman,named Pyrihus; 
was requeſted by him ( as a true teſtimony of her vxfeigned afſettion. ) 
toperforme three ſeuerall attions of her ſelfe. Shedid accompliſh them 
al,and imbraced and kiſſed Pyrrhus in the preſence of Nicoltratus.; by 
perſwading hin,that whatſocuer he ſaw,was meerely falſe. 


The Ninth Noucll. 


Wherein « declared , that great Lords may ſometime be C2ccined by their 
Wiues,as well as men of meaner condition. 
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BY He Nouell deliuered, by Madame Neiphita,ſecmed ſo picalting 
6 [x2 to all the Ladics; as they could not retraine from hearty laugh- 
KES22 ter,beſide muchliberaiity of ſpeech. Albeitthe King did often- 
times vrge lilcnce,and commanded Pamphilzs tofollow next.So,when 
attention was admitted ,Pamphilus began in this order. -] am of opini- 
on,faire Ladies, thatthere is not any matreer,how yncalte or doubrtull 
ſocuer it may ſeemetobe; bur the man or womau that aftccrh fer- 
uently,dare boldly attempr,and cftc&ually accompliſh. And this per- 
ſwaſion of minc,alcthough it hath beene ſuthiciencly-approucd , by ma- 
ny of our paſſed Nouels: Yet notwithſtanding, I1hall make it much 
apparent tg:you, by apreſenr diſcourle of mite awne, VWhiexein I 
hauc occaſion ro fpeake vt a Lady,g whom Forrune:was more fauou- 
rable, then cirher reaſon or iudgement ,. could giue diretion- In 
which rcgard , I would not aduiſe any of you, tocntartaine {o high an 

N 2 - Imagination 


Nouellg. The SeanenthDay. 
imagination of minde, asto tracke her footſteps of whom Iam now to 
ſpeake : becauſe Fortune containeth nor alwayes oneand the ſame di(- 
poſition, neither can all mens eyes be blindedafter one matiner. Ando 
proceed weto our Tale. 

In Ar20s,a moſt ancicnt Citic of Achaya, much more renowned by 
her precedent Kings, then wealth, or any othergreat matter of worth: 
there lined as Lieutenant or Gouernour thereof; a Noble Lord, named 
Nicoſtratus, on whom (albcit hce was well ſtept into yeares) Fortune 
beſtowed in a marriage a great Lady, no leſſe bold of ſpirit,then choiſe 
ly beautifull. Nicoſtrati, abounding in treaſure and wealthy poſleſſh- 
ons, kept a goody traine of Seruants, Horſes, Houndes, Hawkes, and 
what cl{c not, is hauing an extraordinary fclicity in all kinds of game,as 
ſingular cxcrciſes to maintaine his health, 2 

Among his other Seruants and Followers,there was a yong Gentle. 
man, 2rac: full of perſon, excellent in ſpeech, and euery way as actiue 
a5no man could be more : his name Pyrrhs, highly affected of Nico- 
{lr11145, 2nd more infimately truſted thenall the reſt. oh {eemed the 
perſcctions of this Pyrrhus, that Lyaza(tor ſo was the Lady named)be- 
panto affeethim very carneſtly, and inſuch ſort, as day of night ſhee 
could take no reſt, but deuiſed all meancs to compaſle her -harts deſire, 
Now, whether he obſerucd this inclination of her towards him, or clſe 
would take no notice thereof, it could not be diſcerned by any outward 
apprehenſion ; which mouedthe more impatiency in h-r, & droue her 
hopes to diſpairing paſſions. Wherein to finde fome comfort and caſe, 
ſhe called anancient Gentlewornan of her Chimber, in whom ſheere- 
poſed cſpechall cofifidence, andthus ſhe ſpake to her. | 

Lelca, The 700d tnraes and fauonrs thow haſt received from me, ſhould '' 
make thee fart bruttaied obedient to me : and therefore ſet a locke 41ppon thy 
lippes, ſox reweflirt? ro any one whatſoener, ſuch watters rs now | ſhall in- 
part to thits exhept eFbe to him that Irommand thee. Thon pergeineſt Teſ- 
Ca, how 1 Eb! a2, aptto all ſprightly YocFentions,riuh and aboundin? 
114 KM that a woman canwiſh to hane, 13 rezard of Fortunes common CF or - 
dinary favours : yet Thaue one eſpectall cauſe of complaint: namely zht ine? 
qualit; of my Mariaze, my Husband beins 0ekr ancient for me. inn wht 
recard, my youth finds it ſelfe too hizhly wronged ,berng defeated uf rho 


L173. 


duties and delights, which women { farreinferiour to me ) are continaallie \- if 

cloyed withall, and Tam viterly deprined of. I am ſubject 10 the ſame de- 4+ 

ſires they are, and deſerue to taſte the benefit of them, 19 a5 ample manner, 

as they door can, © | Ne q* 
Hitherto Thane lined with the loſſe of time which yet( tin ſome meaſure) a þ 

may be releened and recompenced : For, thourh Fortune weye mine enemy 

mn Mariage, by ſuch a diſproportion of our conditions: yet ſhe may beffiend _ 

7n another nature, and kindely redeeme thsiniury dee me. Wherefore Lof- ; 


ca, tobe as compltatein this caſe, as Iam in all the reſt beſide; 1 hanereſols 
ued pon 4 private Friend, and one more worthy then any othty, Nanivly; 
my Sernant Pyrrhus, whoſe youth carieth ſome correſpondenty with mine. 

and 
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and ſo conſtantly hanz I ſetled my lone to hims,as 1 am not well, but when 1 


thinke on him, or ſee him: and(indeede )(hall dye, except the ſooner I may 
enioy him. And therefore, if my life and well-fave be reſpected by thee, let 
him wvndcrſtand the integrity of mine affection,by ſuch good means as thou 
findeſt it moſt expedient to be done :\ entredting him from me, that Imay 
hagxe (ome confereiice with hm, when he ſhall thereto be ſolicited by me. - 

The Chambcr-Gcntlewoman Lefca, willingly vndertooke the La- 
dics Embaſſie and fo ſoone as opportunity did fanor her:hauirig with- 
drawne Pyrrhws imo anaptand commodious place, ſhee delivered the 
Meſlageto him, the belt manner ſhe could devife. VVhich Pyrrhr: 
hearing, did not aliitles wonder thereat , neuer hauing noted any fuch 
matterzand therefore ſodainly conceyued, that the Lady did this onely 
totry himz whereupon, ſomewhat roundly and roughly, hee returned 
thisan{were. Leſca, 1 112 not ſo ſimple, as tocredite any (ſuch Meſſage to 
be ſent from my Laay ,and therefore be better aduiſed of thy words. But ad.- 
»m1tthat it (ſhould corae from h:z, yet I carinot be perſwaded, that her ſoule 
conſented to ſuch harſh Language far differing from a forme ſo full of ben- 
ty. And yet adniit azaine that her hart and tonzue herein were relatines- 
My Lord and Maſter hath ſo farre honoured mee, and ſo much beyond the 
leaſt part of merite in mee : asI will rather dye, then any way offer to diſ- 
grace him : And therefore T charzc thee, nceuer more to mone mee in this 
mattCr. 

Leſca, nota iot dantedat his ſtearhe words, preſently ſhe ſaide. Pyr- 
rhus, Both in ths and all other Meſſages my Lady ſhall command me,Iwil 
ſpeake to thee whenſoener ſhee pleaſeth, receine what diſcontent thou canſt 
thereby. or make preſumption of what doubts thou maiſt deniſe. But 451 
found thee a ſenſeleſſe fellow, dull, and not ſhaped to any vnderſtanding,ſo 1 
{-aue thee: Andinthat anger partcd from him, carrying backethe ſame 
anſwer to her Lady. She no ſooner heard it, but inftantly thee wiſhed 
her ſelfe tobe dead ;and within ſome few dayes after, ſhe conferred a- 
oaine with her Chambcr-woman, ſaying. Leſca, thou knowelt well e- 
nough, that the Oxe tallerh notarthe firſt blow of the Axe, neither is 
the victory won, vpona ſilly and ſhallow aduenture : Wheretore, I 
thinke it conuenient, thatonce morethou ſhouldſt make another tryal! 
of him, who (in preiudice to me) ſtanderh ſo ſtrictly on his loyalty,and 
chooſing ſuch an houreas ſeemerh tnoſt commodious, ſoundly poſleſſe 
him with my tormenting paſſions. Beſtirrechy Wirres, and tippe thy 
rongue with a Womans eloquence, to effe&t whar I ſo carneltly deſire: 
becauſe, by languiſhing inthis loue-ſicke affliction, ir well beethe dan- 
ger of my death,and ſane ſeuecre dctrimentto him, to bethe occaſion 
of ſo great a loſle. . 1 

Lefca,comforted her Lady, ſo amachaslay in her power to doe, and 
hauing fought for Py7 has, whom ſhe fdund ar good leyfuro and, int 
pleaſing. humor, thus ſhe beganne.. Pyrrhue, ſome few daytz ſince I tolde 
thee, i what extreame Agonies thy Ludy and mine was, onzly in regarde 


of her fone to thes © and row agarert come once more, 10 gine thee farther. 
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wrance thereof : Wherefore, beleene it onfeienedly, tharif thy obſtins- 
E continne Ul in like bees & the other day it did,expedt very ſhore- 
ly to heare the tydings of her death. 
It is my part therefore, to entreat thee, to comfort her long languiſhing 
deſires : bu t if thou perſiſt in thy harſh opinion, in ſtead of reputing thee a 
wiſeand fortunate yong man, 'T ſhall confeſſe thee to bee an ignoramnt Aſſe. 
What a glories it to thee, to be affetted of ſo faire and worthy a Lady;be.- 
yond all men elſe whatſoeuer? Next to this,tell me, how highly maiſt thou 
confeſſe thy ſelfe beholding to Fortune, if thou but duly conſider, how (hee 
hath elected thee as ſole ſoueraigne of her hopes, which ts a crowne of ho- 
nour to thy youth.and a fufficieut refuge againſt all wants and neceſsities? 
IWhere is any to thy knowledge like thy ſelfe,that can make ſuch aduantage 
of hus time,as thou maiſt do,if thou wert wiſe ? Where can#t thou find any 
oneto 20 beyond thee in Armes,Hoyſes, ſumptuous garments, and Gold, as 
will be __ on thee, if Lydia may be the Lady of thy loue ? Open then 
e 


thine underſtanding to my words, returne into thin? owne ſoule, and hee 
w1i{c for thy ſelfe. 

Remember (Pyrrhus) that Fortune preſents her ſelfe but once before a. 
ny once, with cheerefull lookes, and her lappe wide open of richeit fauours, 
where if cho:ce be not quickely made, before ſhe folde it vp, and turn her 
backe , let no complaint afterward be made of her, if the Fellow that had 
ſo faire an offer, prooue to be miſerable, wretched, and a Bezger only tho- 
row his owne negligence. Beſide, what elſe hath formerly bjn ſaide,there 
& wow 10 ſuch neede of loyaltie in ſeruants to their Ladies, as ſhonld be a- 
mong deare Friends and Kindred : but ſeruants ought rathee( as beſt they 
may) be ſuch to their Maſters, as they are to them. Doeſt thoutmagine, 
that if thou had}t a faire wife, Mother, Daughter, or Siſter, pleaſing in 
the eye of our Nicoſtrarus; he would ſtand on ſuch nice tearmes of duty or 
Loyaltie, a: now thou doeſt to his Ladie ? Thon-wert a veric foole to reit 
ſo perſwaded. Aſſare thy ſelfe, that if entreaties and faire meanes mizht 
not preuaile, force, and compulſion (whatſoener enſued thereon) woulde 
winne the maſterie, Let vs then vſe them,and the commodities unto zhem 
belonging, as they would vs and ours. Þ ſethe benefit of thy Fortune, 
beware of abuſinz her fauonr. She yet ſmiles on thee; but take heede leaſt 
ſhe turne her backe, it will then be ouer-late to repent thy folly. And if my 
Ladie die through thy diſdaine, be aſſured, that thou canſt not eſcape with 
life, beſide open ſhame and diſgrace for ener. 


Pyrrhus, who had often conſidered on Leſcaes firſt meſſage, conclu- 
ded with himſclfe;thar ifany more ſhe moued the ſamemarter : hee 
would returne heranother kinde of anfwere, wholly yeelding to con- 
rent his Lady; prouided, that he might remaine aſſured,concerning the 
intyre truth ofthe motion, and that it was not vreed anely to ric him, 
wherefore, thus he replyed. Leſca, do not imagine mee ſo ignorant, as 
not to know the certaintie of all thy former allegations, confeſsing then as 

freely as thou deeſt, or canſt. But yet let once tell thee withall,that I knowe 


my 
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wiſe and iudicious, and 
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my further. aſſurance of her weallundew®-:. 
ninz toward me; if ſhe wil urn ny es italy 99, 
45 I muſt needes require in this caſe :''} am afterward her owne,gnany [tr- 
nice ſhe cau command me. The firſt of them, is; that un the preſenceof ry 


Lord and Maſter, fhe kilb his faire Faulten, which ly hreaffecterhs.... 


The ſeccoud,to ſend me 4 lacke or tuft of his beard, beinoipuld amay: vi 
her mY hand. Thethird and laſt, with the ek aw oNeboe 
one of his beſt and ſaundeſt weth, antlſond it mee arher loues trae token . 
when 1 finde all theſe three effettually performed, Fam wholly hers, & not 
before. Sw-s hs; | p48 . 4341 

Theſe three ſtrit impoſitions, ſeemed to Leſe4z* and her Ladie like- 
wiſe,almoſt beyond the compaſle ofal[poſſibility. Neuertheles-Loue, 
being a powerfull Oratour in per{wading, as alſo.aduenturonseuen on 
the moſt difficult dangers; gaue her courage to vndertake themall:ſen-: 
ding Le{-4 backe againeto him, with fullaſſurance, of-theſemorerhen 
Hercubeanlabours. Morcouer, herſelfte did'intend to adde a fourth 
taske, in regard of his ſtrong opinion concerning thegreat Wiſedome 
of his Lord and Maiſter. After ſhe had effeted alkthe other three,ſhe 
would not permit him to kifſe her, but before his Lords face : / which 
yetſhould beaccompliſhed in ſuch ſort, as Nzcoftrars himſelte ſhould 
not beleeue it, although apparanrtly he ſaw ir. ' Well, -(quoth Pyrrhas ) 
when all theſe wonders are performed, aſſure my Ladie, that I am truelie 
hers. Wt TN 6 

Within aſhortwhile after, Nicoſtratus made a ſolemne Feaſtiual (ac- 
cording as yearely he vſcd todoc) in-honour of hisburth day, inuiting 
many Lords and Ladiesthereto. On which reioycing day, ſo foone as 
dinner was ended, and the Tables withdrawne : Lydia came inrtothe 
great Hall. where the Feaſt was ſolemnly kept; very rich and coſtly ap- 
parrelled, and there, in preſence of pyrr7hws, andthe wholeaſlemblie, 
going tothe Perch whereon the Faulcane fate, wherein her Husband 
rooke no little delight, and hauing vntyed her, as if hee meant to beare 
her on her Fiſt : tooke her by the leſſes,and beating her againſt the wal, 
killed her. Nicoſtratus beholdingthis, called outaloud vnto her, fay- 
ing. Ales Madame ! What haue you done ? She making him no anſwere, 
bur turning tothe Lords and Ladies, which had dined there, ſpake in 
this mander. 
 JlifbouldI take renenge on a King, that had offeuded me, if Thad n0t fo 

much heart, as to Ap Ah lene on 4 paltry Hawke. Vnderfland then, 
worthy Lords and Ladies, that this Faxlcone hath long time robbedmeof 
thoſe __ , which men (in meere Geka Fr "nanh bo ther 
ves ; becauſe continually, (0 45 eof day bath appeared, My 
kan Por en of. rd Lars bimſelfereadit,' preſently to Bar, 
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" andwith this Faulconen his Fiſt. rides abroad to hisrecreation in the 
Fields. And I, in fach forſaken ſort as you ſee, am left all alone inmy bed, 
diſcontented and deſpiſed : 


en voiving to my ſelfe, to bee thus revenged 
as now 1 am, being ES from it by no other occaſion, but vin un 
of. 
7 


4nd «pt time, 10 doit in thepreſence of, ar 1.990 a might bee 
tadges of my wrengs, and as | conceine you all to be. | 

The Lords and Ladies hearing theſe words, and belceuing this deed 
ofhersto be done no otherwiſe, but out of her entire affetionto Nice. 
ſtratus,axcording as her ſpeeches ſounded: compaſſionarely tirning to- 
wards him (who was exceedingly diſpleaſed)and all ſmiling,ſaid. Now 
in godd ſadweſſe Sir, Madame Lydia hath done well, in alting her juſt re- 
uengeV the Hawke, that bereft her of her Hubands kinde companie , 
then which nothing s more precious toa loutng wife, anda hell it s to line 
without it. And Lydia, being (odainly withdrawne into her chamber z 
with much other Giendly and familiar talke, they conuerred theanger 
of Nicoftratus int mirth and ſmiling. 

Pyrr/:as, who had diligently obſerued the whole cariage of this bu. 
ſincſſe; aide to himſclfe. My Ladze hath begun well, and roo, on 
withno worſe ſucceſſe, will (no doubt) bring her loue to an happy concluſi- 
on. As for the Lady her (ele, ſhe hauing thus kild the Hawke, it was 
no long while after, bur being in the Chamber with her husband, and 
they conuerſing familiarly together : ſhe begantoieſt with him, & hee 
inthe Ike manner with her, tickling and toying each the other , till ar 
the length ſhe played with his beard, and now ſhe found occafion apt- 
ly ſerving, to effectthe ſecond raske impoſed by Pyrrhus. So, taking 
faſt hold ona ſmal] tuft of his beard,ſhe gaue a ſodaine ſnatch;and pluc- 
ked it away quite from his chin. Whereat Nicoſtratus becing angerly 
moued, ſhe (to appeaſe his diſtaſte) pleaſantly thus ſpake. How now my 
Lord? Why do you _— fromningly ? what? Are you anzry-for a few 
looſe haires of your beard? How then ſhould I take it, when you plucke mee 
by the haire of my head, and yet I am not 4 iot diſcontented, becauſe I know 
y0u do it but in iefting manner ? Thele friendly ſpeeches cur off all fur- 
ther contention, and ſhe kepte charily the tuft of her Husbands beard, 
which (theverie ſelfe-ſame day) (hee ſent roPyrr hw her hearts choſen 
friend. 


But now concerning thethird matterto beaduentured, itdroue her 
to a much more ſerious conſideration, then thoſe two which ſhee had 
| already ſo welland exattly performed. Notwithſtanding,like a Ladie 
of vnconquerable ſpirit, and (in whom) Loue enlarged his power more 
and more : ſhe ſodainly conceited, what courſe was beſt to bee kept in 
chis caſe, forming her attempt in this manner. Vpon Nicoſtratus way- 
red two young Gentlemen, as Pages of his Chamber , whoſe Fathers 
hadgiuenthem to his f{cruice, to learne the manners of honourable 
Courtſhip, andehoſequalitics neceſſarily required in Gentlemen.One 
ofthem, when Nicoſtratus ſate downe to dinner or ſupper, ſtood inOf- 
fice ofhis Caruer, deliucring himall the meats whereon he fed. IP 
er 
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other (as Taſter) attended onhis Cup, and hedranke no otherdrinke, 
but what hee brought him, . and they bech werehighly pleaſing* vnto 
him, COL INE SEIET EET 

Ona day, Lydza called theſe two yourhs aſide; and, among ſome 0- 
ther ſpeeches, which ſerued buras aninduRtion to her intended policy; 
ſhe perſwaded them, that their mouths yeelded an vnſauoury & il-plea- 
ſing ſmell, whereoftheir Lord ſeemed to take diſlike', Wherefore ſhe 
aduiſed them, that ar ſuch times as they attended on him in their feue- 
rall places: they ſhould (ſo muchas poſſibly they could)withdraw their 
headszſidefrom him, becaufetheir breath might notbe noyous vnto 
him. But withall, to haue an cſp:-ciall care, of not diſcloſing ro any one, 
wharſhe had told them;becauſe (out of meere lone) ſhe had acquainted 
them therewith : which very conſtantly they beleeued, and followed 
the ſame direRion as ſhe had aduiſed, being loath todiſpleaſe, where 
ſeruice bound themto obey. Chooſing atime firting for her pur- 
pole, when Nicoſtratus was inpriuate conferencewirh her, thus ſhe be- 
24n. S/r, you obſerue not the behanionr of your two Pages,when thty wait 
0n you at the Table? Yes but I ao wife(quorh he)how ſquemiſhly they tur 
their heads aſide from me, and it hath often bin in my minde, townder. 
ſtand a reaſon why they ds ſo. 

Seating her ſelfe by him, as if ſhee had ſome weighty marter to tell 
him, ſhe proceeded in this manner. Alas my Lord, you ſhall not need to 
queſtion them, becauſe I can ſufficiently reſolue you therein-: which (ne. 
wertheleſſe) I hane long concealed, becauſe I would not be offenſiue to you. 
But in regar4, it now manifeſtly apparant that others haue taſted ,what 
(1immagined) none but my ſelfe did, 1 will no longer hide it from you. 
Aſſaredly Sir, there is a moſt ſtrange and wvnwonted ill-ſanour, continu- 
| ally iſſuing from your mouth, ſmelling moſt noyſomely, and 1 wonder what 
ſhould be the occaſion. 'In former times, I neuer felt any fach foule breath- 
ing t0 come from you : and you,who do daily conuerſe with ſo many worthy 
perſons, ſhould ſeeke meanes to berid of fo great an annoyance . You ſay 
verie truewife (anſwered Nicoſtratus) and I proteſt to you on my Credite, 
I feele no ſuch ill ſmell, neither know what ſhould cauſe it ,except I hane fom 
corrupted tooth in my mouth. - Perhaps Sir(quoth ſhe) it may be ſo,and 
yet you feele not the ſauour which others do,yea,very offenſinety, ' , 

So, walking with hertoa Window, he opened wide his mourh, the 
which nicely thee furueyed on either ſide, and, rurning her head from 
him,as ſeeming vnableto endurethe ſauour : ſtarting, and ſhricking our 
alowd, ſhe ſaid.Santa Maria 1 What a ſteht i this ? Alas my good Lord, 
How could you abide this, and for ſo long a while ? Heere & a tooth on this 
ſide, which (ſo farre a4 I can pereciue) is not onely hollow and corrupted : 
but alſo wholly putrifiedand rotten, and f it continne ſtill in your head be. 
leene it for atruth,that itwill infect \and ſpoile all the reſt neere 31.1 woul4 
therefore counſel you, ro let it be plackt out,” before it breede your further, 
danger, 1 like your counſel! well{ydiair ed Nicoſtratus,2napreſent- . 
ly intend ta follow'it bm en + capa be ſent for, ana, voithout 

any 
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any longer delay, he ſpal{pluckeit forth inffantly. 
wg = Sir? bed rw your Barber ? Vppon mine Honour, there ſhall 
come no Barber heere . WhyTir, it is ſuch a rotten Tooth , and ſtandeth 
fo faveh for my hand: that without helpe or aduice of any Barber, ltt mee 
alone far plucking it forth, without putting you to any paine at all. | More. 
ouer, let me tell you Sir, thoſe Tooth-drawers are ſo rude and cruel, in per. 
forming ſuch Offices, as my heart cannot endure, that you ſhould come 
within compaſſe of their curriſh courteſie, neither ſhall you Sir, if you will 
be ruled by me. If Iſhould faile in the manner of their facilitie, yet loue oy 
duty hath enſtrutted me, to forbeare your leaſt paining, which no vnman. 
aerly Barber will do. 
| Hauing thus ſpoken, and he well contented with her kinde offer, the 
inſtruments were brought, which are vicd in ſuch occaſions, all being 
commanded forth of the Chamber, but onely Leſcs, who cu:rmore 
kept ſtill in her company. So, locking faſt the doore, and Nzcoftratus 
being ſeated,as ſhe thought fitteſt for her purpS1c;, ſhe putthe Tanacles 
Re, 7 mouth, catching faſt hold on « ne of his {o andeſt recth: which, 
notwithſtanding his loud crying, Zeſca held hin. fo ſtrongly, that forth 
ſhe pluckr it, and hidit, hauing another tooth readie made hot 8 bloo- 
dy, very much corruptcd and rotten, which ſhe helde inthe Tanacles, 
and (hewed to him, who was wil-neerc halfe dead with anguiſh . See 
Str (quorh (he) was this Tooth to be ſuffered in your head, and to yeeld ſo 
foule a ſmell as it did? Heverily belecuing what ſhe ſaid, albeithec had 
endurcd extreame paine, and ſtill complained on her harſh and violent 
pulling it out : reioyced yet, that he was now ridde of it, and ſhe com- 
forting him onrhc one {xde, andthe anguiſh aflwaging him onthe 0- 
ther,he departed forth of the Chamber. | 
Inthe mean while, by Leſcaſhe ſent the ſound tooth to Pyrrhwe,who 
(wondcring not alittle at her ſo many ſtrange attempts, which hee vr- 
ged ſo much therather,asthinking their pertormance impoſſible, and 
in mecreloyallduty to his Lord) ſeeing them all three to be notably ef- 
fected; he made no turther doubt of her intire Jonerowardes him, bur 
ſent her aſſurance likewiſe, of his readinefle and ſcruiceable dilivence, 
whenſoeucr ſh: would command him. | WET 
Now, after the paſlage ofalltheſe aduentures, hardly to bee vnderta- 
ken by any other Woman : yer ſhe held them inſufficient for his ſecuri- 
ty, in thegrounded perfwaſion of her Joueto him, except ſhee perfor- = 
medanother of her owne, andaccording as ſhee had y promiſed . 
Houres do now ſeeme dayes, and dayes multiplicitie of yeeres, till the 
kifle may begiurn, andreceyued inthe preſence of Nicoſtratus, yet hee 
himſclfe ro auouchthe contrary. NN OS - 
Madam Lydia (vpona pretended (icknelſe) keepeth her chamber,and 
8s women can hardly be cxcceded in diſſimulation': ſo, ſhee wanted no 


wit, to ſcemeexquilitely cog. nfs outwarde apparances of 
fickneſſe. One day after dinner, ſhee being viſitedby Nicoftrarus , and 
goneatrending og him bur Pzrrbus oncly : ſhe carneſtly 
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Mo y was her motion gra and Nicoſtrazus gentl taking 
her by onearme, and Pyrrhus +. the other, fo ou ROE in 
to the Garden,ſearing her.in a fairefloury Graſle-plot, with her backe 
leaning toa Peare-tree..\Hauing fitten there an indifferent while, and 
Pyrrhus, being formerly cnſtructed, in the direQtions which ſhe hadgi- 
uen him, thus ſhce ſpake,ſome-whar faintly. Pyrrbus, I haue a kinde of 
longing deſire vpona ſodaine, to taſteof theſe Peares : Wherefore, clrmbe 
vp into the Tree, and caſt me downe one or twd ; which inſtantly hee did. 
Being aloft inthe Tree, and throwing downe ſome of the beſt and ri- 
peſt Peares ; at length (accordingrto hispremeditated Leſſon) looking 
downe,he ſaid. 

Forbeare my Lord, Do you not ſee , in how weake and feeble condition 
my Ladies, being ſhaken with ſoviolent a ſickneſſe ? Andyou Madam, 
how kinde and loningoener you are t9 my Lord, Are you ſo little carefull 
of your health, beinaÞþt now come forth of your ficke Chamber,to be ruf- 
fled and tumbled in ſuckrough manner ? Though ſuch dalliances are not 
amiſſe in you both; bein? fitter for the priuate Chamber, then an open gar- 
den, and in the preſence of a ſeruant : yet time and place ſhould alwajes bee 
reſpeitinely conſidered, for the auoiding of ill example , and better teiti- 
monie of your owne Wiſedomes, which ener ſhould be like your felues, But 
if ſo ſoone, and euen in the heate of a yet turbulent ſigkeneſſe, your equall 
loac can admit theſe kiſſes and embraces : your priuate Lodginges were 
much moye conuenient, where no Seruants eye cap ſee ſuch Wantonneſſe, 
nor you be reproued of indiſcretion, for being tagpublique in your Famli- 
aritie. | 

Madame Lydia, ſodaincly ſtarting , and turning vnto her Husband, 
ſayde. What doth Pyrrhus prate? 1s he well in his wittes ? Or s he fran- 
ticke ? No Madame, replyed Pyrrhus, [um not frantiche. Are you ſo fond 
4s #0 thinke that I do not ſee your folly ? Nicoltratus wondering at his 
Words, preſently anſwered. Now truſt me Pyrrhus, 1 think thou drea- 
met, No my Lord, replyed Pyrrhus, / dreame not a 107,neither dg you, 
or my Ladie : but if this Tree could affoord the like kinaneſſe to me,as you 
do to her, there would not 4 Peare bee teſt wppon it. How now Pyrrhus?. 
(quoth Lydia) ths languaze goerh heyond our underſtanding, it ſeemeth 
thou knoweſt not what thou ſaift. Belceue me huchand, if 1 were as well as 
eer I haue bin, would climb this tree,to ſee thoſe idle wonders which hee 
zalketh of: for while he continueth thus aboue, it appeareth, hee can finde 
»0 other prattle,albeit he taketh his marke amiſſe... *\ " 


Heercupon, he commanded \Pyrrbus to come downe, and being on, 
the ground ; Now Pyrthus (quoth be):ell me what tos fad Fyr us, 
precending dnalrernioningo.muph am=20pPem,. Krauy | yy ng a-. 

him; {aide , 1 knogrgot verie welli (mg Lord) what aunſneere 1/ents, 
make you, feariug leaſt my ſight hath bin abuſedyerror;f 


Poe Twas, 
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ith tome: that you embraced my Lady 
(though ſomewhat rudely, in regard of her perillous ſickneſſe, yet lourngty) 
awd as yourhfully #5 in your yonger daies, with infinite kiſſes, and'wamton 
dalliances, fuch as ( indeede) deſerned a far moreprivate place in my 
opinion. But in my deſcending downe, mee thought you gaue oner that «- 
morow familiaritie, and'l foundyou ſeated as I left you, Now truit mee 
Pyrrhns, anſwered Nicoſtratus, Thy tongue and wit hane very ſtrangely 
wandred, both from reaſon and all reall apprehenſion:becauſewe neaer ſtyr- 
red from hence, fince thou didſt climbe vp mto theTree, ne:ther mooued 6- 
. therwiſe, then as now thou ſeeſt vs. Alas my Lord (fade Pyrrthns' 7 ham- 
bly craue pardon for my preſumption, in þ-hongs you for medling with 
your owne: which ſhal make me hereafter better aauiſed,in any thing what 
ſoener I heare or ſee. | 
Mernaile and amazement, encreaſed in Nicoſtratue far greater then 
before, h-aring him to auouch (till fo conſtantly whar he had feene,no 
contradiction being able to alter him , which made him r»thly ſweare 
and ſay. 7will ſee my ſelfe, whether this Peare-tree bee enchanted, or no : 
and ſuch wonders to be ſeene when a man s wp init, as thou wouldſi hane 
v5 !0 belecue. Andbeing mounted vp (o hy,that they were fete fro his 
ſodaine comming on them, Lyda had foone forgotten herſtcknes, and 
the promiſed kifle coſt her aboue twenty more, beſide verickindeand 
hearty embraces, as louingly + 1s and entertained by Pyrofrwe. 
Which N:coftratzs beholdingalott in thetree ; cryed out to her, ſay- 
ing. Wicked woman, What doeſt thou meane? And chow villain Pyrchus, 
Darſt thor abuſe thy kord, mho hath repoſed ſo much truſt inthee” ? So, 
deſcending in haſte downeagaine , yer crying foto them Rtill : Lydia 
replyd, Alas my Lord, Why do you raile and rauein ſuch ſort ? So, hee 
found h-r ſeated as before, and Pyrrhus waiting with dutifulreverence, 
. euen as when he climbed vp the Tree : but yer hethoughr hrs fighrnor 
deceyued, for atheir dermiteand formall behaviour, which made 
him walke vpand downe , extreamely fuming and fretting vnro him- 
ſelec, and which in ſome milder manner to qualifie, Pyr77 hw fpake rhus 


,ſ0 


to him. | 

1 deny not (my good Lord) but freely confeſſe, that euen as your (elfe, ſo 
I, brine! aboue ef Tree, had ny we os 3 deluded G wt ſo 
ſo apparanthy confirmed by you, andin the ſame ſort, as there neederh #0 
doubt f both our benilingjn one and the ſame ſuſpitions nature. Inwhich 
caſe to be the more aſſuredly reſolued, nothing can be queſtioned, but'whe- 
ther your beleefe do ſo farre mifleade you, as to thinks, that my Ladie (who 
hath alwayes bene moſt wiſe, layalf, an vertuons,) would ſo ſhamefullie 
wrong you : yea,and to per forme it before your face, wherein 1 dare gadgc 
my life to the contrary. Concerning my ſelfe, it is not fit for mee, to argue 
or conteſt cn mine owne commendation : y on that haxe euer knawne the ſin- 
cerity of my ferwice, are beſt able to AZ be 


by 19y _ : and rather wold 
Ihe drawye in peeces with fonre wilge borſes , then bee ſach an imiariout 
au tomy Lord and Maſter. SBS) EAI "A 7 1 
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Now then,jt can be no otherwiſe, but w muſt needs reſt certainely per. 
wa bi! ly per- 
ſmaded,that the angle aud offence of this © <p PRNance; Ws ecepaned 
| thee oxoly, Fed angel yh: 
ur 1has 1 ſaw you hifſe and meſh kewdely imbirage my Lady.: if 14x ewne 
eyes had not credited the liks belonieur in we to her of which fonns, 1 ne- 
wer conceiued ſo much ws 4 f. The Lady ( onthe Gther fide )ſee- 
ming to be very angerly incenſed,ſtarting faintly vp on her feet, yer ſu p- 
porting herſelfe by the tree, ſaid. 1t appeareth Sir, that you haue entcr- 
taincd a goodly opinion of me,as,if I were ſo lewde and laſciniouſly d:ſþo- 
ſed,or adaifted to thewery leaft defire of wantonueſſe : that I wauldbee ſo 
forgetfull of mine owne honour ,as ta aduenture it tn your behbt, and with 
a ſcruant of my honſe ? Oh Sir, ſuch women as are ſo familiarly affefted, 
need learge no wit of Wen in ameureme matters their private Chambers 
ſhall be better traffed then an open blabing and tell-tale Garden. 
Nicojtratws,wio verily belecucd what they had both faid , and that 
' neither of rhem would aduenture ſuch familiarity before his face:would 
talke no more of the matter, bur rather ſtudyed of the ratity of ſuch a 
miracle.not ſcene, but in the hezghr of the tee, ardchargivg agoine vp 
on the deſcent. But Lydia,containing ſtill her collourable kinde of im- 
parience,and angerly frowning vpon Nzcoftratus , ſtearncly ſaide. 1/7 
may haue my will,ths villanous and deceiuins treefhall nener more ſhante 
me,or any other woman : and therefore Pyrrhus, runne for an Axe, and 
by felling it to the ground,in an inſtant,reuenge both thy wrong and mine. 
Doeſt not thou ſerue a worthy Lord ? And haue not Iawiſe Huband,who, 
without any conſideration , will ſuffer the eye of bis underſtanding to be [0 
dazeled, with a fooliſh imapination beyond allpoſſubility? For although his 
eyes did apprehend ſuch a folly and it ſermed tobe a truth ingeed : yet, in the 
depth of ſetled indgement , all the world ſheuld not perſwade him, thatit 
Was ſo. : h 
Pyrrhus had quickely bropgt the Axe, and hewingdowne the tree, 
ſo ſoone as the Lady ſaw it fall; turning her ſelfero Nieoſtyarus, ſhe (aid. 
Now that I haue ſeene mine honour and honefties enenry laid along ; mine an- 
ger is paſt.and Huiband, 1 freely pardon you: intreating you hearitly bewce+ 
Jorma, not to preſume or imagine ,that my loue eyther is, or can beealtred 
rom you. _— 
Thus the mocked and derided Nicoſtratus,returned inapaine with his 
Ladyand Fyrrbus; where perhaps ( although the Peare-rree was en 
downe)they could find as cunning meanes to ouer-reach him. 
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T wo Citizens of Siena,the one namedTingoccio Mini,ey the other Meucio 

' diTura,affeFed both one woman,called Monna Mita, to whom the one of 
them was 4 Gofitp. The Gofitp dyed , and appeared afterward to bis com- 
pavion according as he had ly promiſed him to doe, and tolde bim 
what ſtrange wonders he had ſcene in the other world. 


The Tenth Nouell. 


Wherein ſuch men are conertly reprehended, who make no care or conſcience 
at all of thoſe things that ſhould preſerue them from ſinne. 


——_— 
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YOw there remained none but the King himſelfe laſt of all to re- 
Sg? count his Nouell ; who, after hee heard the Ladies complaints 
RR indifferently pacified, for the raſh felling downe oi ſuch a pre- 
cious Peare-trec ; thus he began- Faire Ladies, it is a caſe more then ma- | 
nifeſt that exery King,who will be accounted iuft and wpright : ſhould firſt 
of all and rather then any other, obſerue thoſe Lawes which he himſelfe hath 
made . otherwiſe he ought ta be reputed as a ſeruant, worthy of puniſhment, 
and no King. into which fault and reprehenſion, I your King Fas well neere 
be conſtrained to fall; for yefterday Tenaited a Law, wpon the forme of our 
diſcourſing oith full intent,that this day I wonld not we any part of wey pri- 
wiledoe;, but being ſubiett ( as you all are)to the ſame Law, I ſhould ſpeake of 
that arg ument which already you haue done. 

rherein,you haue not onely performed more then I could wiſh upon « ſub- 
le F ſo ſutable to my mind : bavin enery Nouell , ſuch ariety of excellent 
mabter . 


- _—O Wm Fo. ODS . 
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11 OR Severed by Dioneus. 
matter ſuch fingulsr illuſtrations and delicate claguence hath flowne 
you all, as I am wiiery vRable fo Inuent any ting rouuſacngte mf 
carious ſearch of wy araine) apt er Mi fer the purpoſe, to paragan the meanc/t 
; of them alre49) neiaben. Audtherrfore ſeeing muſt needs finne in the Law 
eftabliſbed 63 wy {elfe ; 1 tender wy ſubwifiion , as worthy of puniſhment , or 
what amends elſe you pleaſe to eoyne wor, Naw, as returned tomy wonted 
priviledge,1 ſay,thas the Nowellrecounted by Madame Eliza , of the Fryar 
Godfather and bis Goſltp Agneiia,as alſo the ſattifhneſſe of the Sencle her 
Huchand hath wrogght in me(wartby Ladzes)to ſuch effett , as , forbearms 
to ſpeaks any more of theſe wily prancks , which wity wines exerciſe on their 
ſimple Hushanas ; 1 ans to tel{ you a pretty ſhort Tale, which, though there is 
matter enough in it not worthy theerediting, yet partly is will be e pleaſing to 
heare, 
Somerime there liued in Siena two popularmen z the one being na- 
med Tingoccio, Hini,and the other Heucio de Tora, Men ſimple, anc of 
no vnderſtanding,bothofthem dwelling in Porta Salaia.Thele two men 
lived in ſuch familiar conuerſation together,and expreſſed ſuch cordiall 
aff:Qion eachto other as they ſcldome walked aſunder ; but (as honc (t 
men vſc to doe } frequented Churches and Sermons , oftentimes hea- 
ring , both what milcriesand bearitudes were in the world to come. ac- 
cording to the merits of their ſoules that were departed out of this lite, 
and found their equall repaiment in the other. The manifold reperition 
of theſe matters, made them very carneſtly deſirous to know, by what 
meanes they mighr haue tydings trom thence, for their further confir- 
mation. And hnding all their endeauours vtterly fruſtrated,they made 
aſolemne vow and promiſe (cach to other vnder oath) that hee which 
firſt dyed ofrhem two,ſhould returne backe againe(ſo ſoone as poſſibly 
he could)to the other remaining aliue, and cell him ſuch tydings as hee 
delired to heare. | 
After the promiſe was thus faithfully made , and they till keeping 
company as they were wont to doe : It fortuned that Tingeccio became 
Gofhp to one, named Ambroſio Anſelmino, dwelling in Camporeggio, 
who by his wiſe,called Monng Mita, had a ſweer and louely Sonne. Tiw- 
goccio often reſorting thicher,and conſorted with his companion Mexcio, 
the ſhe-Goflip,beinga woman worthy the louing, faire and comely of ' 
her perſon : Tinzoccio, notwithſtanding the Golle ſhip betweene chem, 
had more theri a moneths mindeto his Godchilds Mother. Aencio al- 
ſo fell ſicke of the ſame diſea(c, becauſe ſheeſecmed pleaſing inhis eye, 
and Tingoceio gauc her no meane commendations; yet, carefully chey 
conra their loue $0 themſelues, bur not for one & rhe ſame occaſion. 
Becauſe Tingorawkeptir doſely from Aeucis, leſt heſhould hold it dif- 
graccfull in pu whe amousous aftetion eo his Goſſip,and thou 
it vnficting to bee knowne, But Aevcio had no ſuch meaning, for hee 
knew well enough that Tingorcio laued her, andtherefore concojued in 
his rminde,that if he diſcanered eny ſuch macrerto him : He will (quoth 
be)bcicalous ofguc,and being her Gollip (which admitteth his confe- 
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Nonell 9. The Sewenth Day, RI: 4 
Ne rence with her when himſelfe pleaſeth z he may caſily make her ro di- 
ſtaſte me,and therefore I muſt reſt contented as am. 

Their loue continuing on ſtill in this kinde,Tizgoccis prooued fo for- 
eunare in the bufineſſe,tharhauing beter meancs then his companion, 
and more preuayling courſes, when, where, and how to Court bis Mi- 
ſtreſſe, which ſeemed to forward him effeRually. All which Mencis 
plainely perceiucd, and thoughit was tedious and weariſome to him, 
yct hoping to finde ſome ſucceſſe at lengrh : he would notrake notice of 
any thing,as fearing to infringe the amiry berweene him and Tingocero, 
and fo his hopeto bequire ſupplanted. Thus the one triumphing in his 
loues happineſle,and the other hopin for his felicity ro come a linge- 
ring ſickeneile ſeazed on Tingoccio,which brought him to ſo low a con- 
dition.as at the length he dycd. 

About ſomethreeor foure nights after, Mexciobeing faſt aſleepe in 
his bed,the ghoſte of Tinzocc:oappeared to him,and called ſo loude,thar 
Mencio awaking,demanded who called him? I amthy friend Ti-goccio, 
replied che ghoſte,who according to my former promiſe made,am come 
again in vition to thze,to tell thee tidings out of the nether world. Mex- 
c19 was a while ſom2what amazed ; bur, recolleQing his more manly 
ſpirits together ,boldly he ſaid. Ay brother and friend,thou art heartil 
wel:ome : but I thought thou hadſt beene vtterly loft, Thoſe hinge 
Tingoccio)are loſt, which cannot be recouered againe, and if I were loſt, 
how could I then be heere with thee ? Alas Tingoccio,replyed Meuciogn 
meaning is not ſo : but I would be reſolued , whether thou art among the 
damned ſoules, 1 the painefull fire of hell torments, or no 2 No( quoth 
Tingoccio) I am not ſent thither,but for diners ſinnes by mee committed 
I am to ſuffer very great and zrienous paines. Then Meucio demaunded 
particularly ,the puniſhments inflitted there, for the ſeuerall ſinnes com 
mitted heere : herein Tingoccro fully refolued him. And vpon fur- 
ther queſtion, what hee would haueto be done for him here, made an- 
ſwere, That Mexucio ſhould cauſe Maſſes , Frayers and Almes-deedsto 
be performed tor him,which (he ſaid) were very h-Ipefull to the ſoules 
abiding there,and MHewcio promiſed to ſee them done. 

As the ghoſt was offering to depart, Meucioremembred Tingoccioes 
Goſſip Mona Mita,and rayling himfelfe higher vpon his pillowe,laid. 
My memorie informeth me friend Tingoccio,of your kinde Goſsip Monna 
Mita,w:th whom (when you remained in thu life ) [knew you to be very 

familiar : let me intreat you thento tell me , what paniſhment s inflifted 
01 you there,for that wanton ſenne committed heere ? Oh Brother Meucto, 
anſwered Tingoccio.,ſo ſoone as my ſoule was landed there , onecame im- 
mediately to me,who ſeemed to know all mine offences readily by heart, and 
forthwith commanded, that I ſhould depart thence into a certaine place, 
where I muſt weepe for my ſinnes in very grieuous paines. There I found 
more of my companions ,condemned to the ſame puniſhment «s Iwas, and 
being among them, I called to minde ſome wanton daltiances , which had 
W betweene my Goſcip and me and expetting therefore farre grekter af- 
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fuitions,then 4 yet I felt ( although 1 masin a 
hot) yet with conceite of feare, Toquaked bs 
One of my other Conſorts being by me, and perceikin 

treame agony 1 was ; preſently ſaid vnto me. My fritnd. what haſt "A 
} .that thou ttembleſt 
and quakeſtbeirg4in ſo hat a fire ? Oh: my friend (quothT) Tantsn feere 
of a greater Hnagement thenths , for a grieuors offence by mee heretofore 
committed while 1 lied... Then hee demaunded of mee what offence it 
was,wheretothus ].anſwered." it was my chance inthe other world, to 
be Godfather at a childs.Chriſtning. and afterward 1grew ſo affeitionate to 
the childs mother ,as (indeed) kiſſed er ytwice or thriſe.” My companyen 
lJanghing at me 1n m10ckine manner,eplyed thts. Goelikean Aſſe as thou 
art,qndbe no more afraid hereaficr,for here i no puniſhment inflicted, in 
ary kinde whatſoener, for ſuch offences of frailty commuted\eſpecially with 
Goſs:p5,451 my ſelfe canwitneſſe. 

Now day drew on,andthe Cockes began to crow, a dreadfull hea- 
ring to walking fpirirs, when Tingoccio ſaid ro Mencio, . Farewell my 
friendly companion,for I may tarry no longer with thee, and inſtantly hee 
vaniſhed away. aeucio hauing heard this confeſſion of his friend, and 
verily belecuing ir for atruch,that no puniſhment was to be inflited in 
the turure world, for offences of fruity in this life, ard chiefly with 
Goſfips : began to condemne his owne folly , having bin a Goſhp to 
many wiues,yet modclt y reſtrained hum from ſuch familiar offending. 
And therefore being ſorry for this groſle ignorance, hee made a vowe 
to be wiſer hereafter. Andif Fryar Reynard had been acquainted with 
this kind of ſhrift(as doubtlefle he was,though his Goſlip Agreſia knew 
it not)he needed no ſuch Syllogiſmes,as he pur in practiſe, when he con- 
uerted her to his luſtfull knauery , inrhe compariſon of kinred by him 
moued,concerning her husband,the childe and himſelfe. Bur, theſe are 
the beſt fiuirs of ſuch Fryerly Confeſsions,to compaſle the iſſue of their 
inorcinate appetites ; yetclouded with the cloake of Religion, which 
_ hath becne the ouerthrow of too many. 

By this time the gentlcblaſt of Zephirus began to blow , becauſe the 
Sunne grew neere his ſetting, wherewirhthe King concluded his No- 
:cll, and noneremaining more to be thus imploycd:taking the Crowne 
from ofthis owne head, he placed it on Madame Zawrerraes, ſaying, MHa- 
dame,l Crowne you with your owne Crowne. as Lucene of our Company . 
You ſhall henceforth command as Lady and Miſtreſſe, in Juch occaſions as 
ſhall be to your liking, and for the contentment of vs all, With which 
words he ſet him downe. And Madame Lavretta being now created 
Queene, ſhce cauſed the Maſter of the houſhold to bee called,to whom 
ſhegaue command,thar the Tables ſhould be prepared in the pleaſant 
vally,but at a more conuenicnt houre, then formerly had beene, becaule 
they might (with betrercaſe) rerurne backe to the Pallace. Then ſhee 


tooke order likewiſc,for all {uch other neceſlary mattcrs,as ſhould bec 
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required inthe time ofherRegiment : andehen turning her ſelfe to the 
whole Company,ſhe began in this manner. | 

It was theWill of Dioneus yeſternight that our diſtourſes for this day, 
ſhould concerne the deceits of wines to their Hmsbands, And were it not 
to auoyde taxation, of a ſpleenitine deſire to be renenged,like the dog being 
bitten biteth againe : I could command our to morrows conference,to touch 
mens treacheries towards their wines. But becauſe 1am free from any ſach 
fiery humor let it be your generallconfideration,to ſpeake , ſuch queint be. 
euylings,as haue heretofore past either of the woman to the man , the man 
to the woman,or of one man to another : and 7am of opinion, that they will 
yeeld vs no leſſe delight,then thoſe related(this day)haue done. When he 
had thus ſpoken, ſhe roſc;granting them all liberty,to goe recreate them- 


ſelucs vnrill Suppertime. | 

The Ladies being thus at their owne diſpoling , ſome of them bared 
their lepges and feere,to waſh themin the coole curtent. Others,not ſo 
minded , walked on the greene grafſe, and vnder the goodly ſpreading 
trees. Dionew and Madame Friammetta , they ſatelinging together, 
the loue-warre berweene Arcit and Palemon. And thus with diverſity 
of diſports,in choice delight and much contentment, all were imploy- 
ed.till Supper drew neere. When the houre was come, and the Tables 
couecred by the Ponds {ide:we need notqueſtion their dyer and daintics, 
infinite Birds ſweetly ſinging aboutthem, as no muſickein the world 
could be more plealing ; beſide calme windes , fanning their faces from 
the neighbouring hilles(free from flyes, or che leaſt annoyance) made a 
delicate addition to their pleaſure. 

No ſooner were the Tables withdrawne, and all riſen : but they 
fetcht a few turnings abour the vally, becauſe the Sunne was not(as yet) 
quite ſet. Then in the coole cuening, according to the Queenes ap- 
pointment : in a ſoft and geritle pace, they walked homeward: deuiſi 
ona thouſand occaſions, as well thoſe which rhe dayes diſcourſes had 
yeelded,as others of their ownc inuenting beſide. It was almoſt darke 
night,before they arriued at the Pallace ; where, with varicry of choice 
Wines,and abounding plenty of rare Banquerting, they out-wore the 
little roileand wrt which the long walke had charged them with- 
all. Afterward,according to their wonted order, the Inſtruments being 
veouguy and played on,they fell to dancing about the faire Fountaine ; 
Tindaro intruding (now and then)the ſound of his Bagpipe,rto make the 

mulicke ſeeme more melodious. Bur in the end , the Queene comman- 
ded Madame Ph;lomenato ing ; whereupon the Inſtruments being tu- 
ned fit for the purpoſe,thus ſhe began. 
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VV [7 Eariſome s mylife tome, Lok Jody 
Becauſe I cannot once azaine retwrnes,- 
Vito the place which made me firſt to, mourne. 
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REA 1hing I know,) 6/a a powerfull fire, 
Wl Burning within my breſt, .. 

BIDB . Through deepedefire , \. 

To beonce more where firſt 1 felt unreſt, 
Which cannot be expreſt. 

O my ſole good ! O my beſt happineſſe ! 
Why am 1 thus reſtratnde? , 

1s there no comfort in this wr etchedneſſe ? 

Then let me live content,to be thus painde. 
Weariſome is my life to meg. . 


I cannot tell what was that rare delight, 
Which firi# enflamde my ſoule, 
And gaue command in pight, EY 

That 1ſhould find no eaſe by day or night, 
But ſtill liue in controule. 

1 ſee,t heare,and feele a kinde of bliſſe, 
Tet find no forme at all : 

Other in their deſire, feele bleſſedneſſe, 

But thaue none,nor thinke 1 ener ſhall. 
IWeariſome i my life to me,C7c. 


Tell me,if I may hope in following dayes, 
To haue but one poore ſight, 
Of thoſe brizht Sunny rayes, 
Dazeling my ſence,did o recome me quite, 
Bequeath'd to wandring wayes. 
1f I be poaſted off and may not proue, 
To haue the ſmalleſt grace : 
Or but to know, that tha proceeds from lone, 
[hy ſhozld I line deſpiſde in eaery place f 
eariſome is my life to meyer. 
" * "VIS 
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Me thinkes milde fauour whiſpers in mine eare, 
And bids me not deſpajre ; | 
There will a time appeare 
To quell and quite confound conſuming care, 
, i co A:4 p09 ſarmount prog feare. = 
1n hope that graciow time will come at length, 
To cheare my long diſmay : 
My ſpirits reaſſume oof nfo ſtrength, 
And neuer dread to ſee that ioyfull day. 
Wearifome is my life to me, 
Becauſe 1 cannot once againe returne x 


Vnto the place which made me firſt to mourne. 


This Song gaue occaſion to the whole Company , to imagine, that 
ſome new and pleafing apprehenſion of Loue , conftrained Madame 
Philomenato ſing in this manner. And becauſc(by the diſcourſe thercot) 
it plainely appeared, thar ſhee had felt more then ſhee ſaw , ſheewas fo 
muchthe more happy,and the like was wiſhed by all the reſt, Where- 
fore,afterthe Song was cnded ; the Queene remembring,that the nexr 
day following was Friday,turning her ſelfe graciouſly ro themall , rhus 
ſhe ſpake. 

nh know noble Ladies,and you likewiſe moſt noble Gentlemen, that to 
morrow « the day conſecrated tothe Paſsion of our bleſſed Lord and Saus- 
our which(if you haue nt forgotten it, as eaſily you cannot ) we deuout- 
ly celebrated, Madame Neiphila being then Queene , ceaſins from all our 
pleaſant diſcourſing,as we aid the like on the Saturday following, ſantifi- 
ing the ſacred Sabboth,in due regard of ir fel Wherefore,being deſirous 
$0 imitate precedent good aan bp which in worthy manner ſhee began to 
vs all: I hold it very decent and neceſſary , that we ſhould aſttaine to mor- 
row,and the day enſuing ,from recounting any of our pleaſant Nouels, redu- 
cing t0 our memories , what was done ( as on thoſe ayes ) for the ſalua- 
tion of our ſoules,This holy and Rely tous motion made by the Queene, 
was commendably allowed by all = aſſembly , and therefore, hum- 
bly taking taking their leaue ofher, and an indifferent part of the nighe 


vong alrcady ſpent , ſcucrally they betooke themſelues to their Cham- 
S. 


The end of the Seauenth day. 
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EIGHT DAY. 
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VV hereon all che; Diſcourſes, paſſe 
vnder the Rule and Gouernment;of the Honoura- 
ble Ladies Lnav® si Tt a. And the «Arou- 
ment impoſed, is, Concerning ſuch Wittie decey- 
uings : as baue, or may be putin prathiſe, by Wines 
to therr Hushands; Husbands to their Wines : Or 


one man towards another. 


The Induction. 


ARELY on the Sonday Morning, 
| furora ſhewing her ſelfe bright and 
louely; the Sunnes Golden Ws 
beganne to appeare, on the toppes of 
[[the neere adioyning Mountaines; ſo, 
that Hearbes, Plants, Trees, and all 
things elſe, were yerie cuidently to be 
diſcerned. The Queene and her Companie, being all 
come foorth of their Chambers, and hauing walked a 
vvhileabroad, in the goodly greene Meadowes, to talte 
the ſweetnefſle of the freſh and wholeſome ayrethey re- 
turned backe againe into thePalace, becauſeit was their 
dutie ſo to do. | 


Aﬀterward, 
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The Indutlion. 
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they Ginedaexrly ropether, theptell co ip: 
 redſinging nddamong? Which being dons, bh 
were ſo pleaſed(by Licenſe of the Queene firſt ob tained) 


went eitherto their reſt, orſuch exerciſes as they tooke 
moſt delight in. When midday, and the heate chereof 
was well ouer-paſt, ſo that the aire ſeemed mild and tem- 
perate: accordin} as the Queene hadcommanded ; they 
wereall ſeated againeaboutthe Fountaine , with intenc 
to proſecute He former paſtime. ' And then Madame 
 Neiphila, by the charge impoſed on her, as firſt 
ſpeakerforthis day, begantie as 
My followeth, 


Zin Fa Toa CEN RAARAEY 
gouerned by «MA adam Lauretta. | \- 56 - 
Gulfardo made amatchor wagey,, with the Wife G w 2 olo: em 
obtaining of. her amorous fanour, in regard of a 7 me 7a") * 
begiuen her, The money hee borrowed of her Hueband, and £aue 33 jy 
payment to her, as in caſe of defeharging him from hey Husbands debt |. 
After hu returnt bome from Geneway, hee told him in the preſence of 


bis wife, homhe had payde the whole ſunme to her, with charge of dels 
wering it to her: Husband, which ſhe confeſſed to be true, \albeit oreat ly 
againſt her will, | hae 


KY | The Firſt Nouell. | 
Whereiz is aeclared , that ſuch women as will make ſale of their honeſtie, 
are ſometimes oner-reached in their payment, and initly ſerucd as they 


ſhould be, 
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Ecing it is my fortune, Gracious Ladies, that I mult giue be- 
ginningto this dayes diſcourſing, by fome ſuch Nouel which 
| thinke expedient; as duty bindeth me, I am therewith well 
contented. And becauſe the deceits of Women to men, haue beene at 
large and liberally related ; I willtellyou aſubrile tricke of a man toa 
Woman. Not that I blame him for the deede, or thinke the deceyre 
not well fitted to the woman : but I ſpeake it in a contranie nature, as 
commending the man, and condemning the woman very iuſtly, as alſo 
to ſhew, how men can as well beguile thoſe crafty companions, which 
leaſt beleeve any ſuch cunning in them, as they thatſtand moſt on their 
artificiall skill. 
Howbeit, to ſpeake more properly,the matter by me to be reported, 
deſerueth not the reproachfull title of deccite , bur rather of a recom- 


[pence 
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Nouell7. The Eighth Day. - 

2 pence dul returned: becauſe women oughtto be chaſte and honeſt, & 

to aeſoreerhels honour astheir lives , without yeclding to the IN 
mination thereof, for any occaſion whatſoeuer. And yer ( nevethes 
leſſe (in regard of our frailty) many times we prooue not ſo conſtant as 
welhould be : yet Iam of opinion, that ſhe which ſelleth her honeſtic - 
for money, deſerueth juſtly ro be burned. Whereas on the contrary, 
ſhethat falleth into the offence, *onely through intirc affeftion (the po- 
werfull lawes of Loue beeing abouecall reſiſtance ) in equity merirerh - 
pardon, eſpecially ofa Iudge not ouer-rigorous : as not long ſince wee 
heard from Philoſtrarus, in reuealing what hapned to Madam Philippa 

de prato, vpon the dangerous Edict. - | 
Vndcrſtand then, my moſt worthy Auditors, that there liued ſome- 
time in Mil/ainean Almaigne Soldiour, named Gulfardo, of commen. 
dablc carriage in his perſon, and very faithfull to ſuch as he ſerucd, a 
matter not common an, 124 Almaignes. And becauſe he made juſt 
repayment, to eucry one which lent him monies; he grew to ſuch cſpe- 
ciall credit,and was ſo familiar withthe very beſt Marchants; as (manie 
times) he could not be ſo ready to borrow,as ny were willing alwaics 
to lend him. Hethus continuing inthe Cirtie of Mrllaine, faſtened his 
affection on a verie beautifull Gentlewoman, named Miſtreflſe £-2bro- 
ſia, Wite vnto arich Merchant, who was called Signior Gaſparclo $4. 
gaſtraccio,who had good knowledge of him,and reſpectiuelyvſcd him. 
Loving this Gentlewoman withgreat diſcretion, without the leaſt ap- 
vrehenſion of her husband : he ſent vpon a day to entreate conference 
with her, for enioying the fruition of herloue, and ſhe ſhould find him 
ready to fulfill whatlocuer ſhepleaſed tocommand him, as, at any time 

he would make good his promile. 

The Gentlewoman, after diuers of theſe priuate ſolicitings, reſolurc- 
ly anſwered,that ſhe was as ready to fulfill rhe requeſt of Gu/fardo,pro- 
uidcd,thattwo c{peciall conſiderations might 2n{uc thereon. Firſt,the 
faithfull concealing thereof from any perſon lining. Next, becauſe ſhe 
knew him to berich,and ſhe had occaſion to vſe rwo hundred Crowns, 
abour buſineſſe of important conſequence : he ſhould treely beſtow fo 
many on her, and (cuer after) ſhe was to be commanded by him . Gu/- 
fardoperceiuing the couetouſneſle ofthis woman, who (notwithſtan- 
ding his doting affeQion) he thoughr to be intirely honeſt ro her Huſ- 
band: became ſo deepely offended at her vile anſwere, that his fernent 
loue conuerted into as carneſt loathing her ; determining conſtantliero 
decciue her, andto make her auaritious motion, theonly means wher- 
by to effect it. 

He ſent her word, that he was willing to performe her requeſt, or a- 
ny farre greater marter for her: in which reſpect, he onely delired for to 
know,when ſhe would be pleaſed to haue him come ſee her, and to re- 
cciue the money of him ? Nocreature hee acquainted with his ſetled 
purpoſe, but onely a deere friend and kinde companion, who alwaycs 
vicdtokcepe him company, in the neereſt occaſions that lang”: 14 

m. 
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him. The Gentlewomati, orrather moſtdifloyallwife, vpponthisn- 
fer ſent her, was extraordinarily iovond-and chock; Mer him 
gſecret Letter, wherein he ſignified "that Gaſparwals hea wor r= 
;mportant affaires which called himto Gemeway : bur he ſhould vnder- 
ſtand of his departure, andthen(with ſafery)he might come ſee her, as 
alſo his bringing ofrhe Crownes, on eh (te 
Inthe meane whule,Gu/fardo hauing determined what he would dv, 
watcheda conuenient time, whenhe went vnto T__, and ſayde : 
Sir, Thane ſome buſineſſe of maine importance, and ſhall neede to vſe bat 
two hundred Crownes onely : 1 deſire you to lend me many Crownes, Up. 
oa ſuch profite a5 you were wont to ny of mee, at other times when 7 haze 
made ſe of you;and1ſnall not faile you at my day. 
Gaſparuols was well contented withthemotion, and made no more 
adoe, but counted downe the Crownes: departing thence (within few 
daycs after) for A oterar ro his Wines former meſlage;ſhe gi- 
uing Gu{fardo alſo intelligence of his abſence,that now(with ſafery)hee 
might come ſee her,and bring the two hundred Crownes with him. 
Gu/fardo, taking his friend in his company, went to viſite Miſtreſſe 
Ambroſia, whom he found in expectation of his arriuall, and the firſt 
thing he did, he coun ted downethe rwo hundred Crownes ; and deli- 
uering them to her in the preſence of his friend,ſaide : Miſtreſſe Ambro- 
ſia, receiue theſe two hunared Crownes, which I deſire you to pay vnto your 
Huiband on my behalfe, when he is returned from Geneway . Ambro- 
ſia, receyued the two hundred Crownes, not regarding wherefore Gul- 
fardo ſed theſe words: becauſe ſhee verily belecued , that hee ſpake in 
ſuch manner, becauſe his friend ſhould rakeno notice, of his giuing 
themro her, vpon any couenant paſſed berweene them ; whereuppon, 
ſhe ſayde. Sir,1will pay them to my Husband for you ; and cauſe him to 
giue you a ſufficient diſcharge : but firſt Twill count them ouer my ſclfe, to 
ſee whether the ſummebe iuſt,or no. And _— drawne them ouer vpon 
the Table, the ſumme containing truly two hundred Crownes(wherewith 
ſhe was moſt highly contented) ſhe locktthem ſafe vppe in her Cuppe- 
boord, and Gulfardoes Friend being gone (as formerly it was compac- 
ted betweenethem) ſhee cameto conuerſe more familiarly with him, 
hauing prouided a banquet for him. Wharpaſled betweenthem after- 
ward, both then,and oftentimes beſide, before her Husbande returned 
home, is a matter out of my clement,and rather requires my ignorance 
ticnknowledge. 
When Gaſparuolo was come from Geneway , Gulfardo oblcruing a 
conuenient time, when he was fitting at thedoore with his Witezrooke 
his Friend with him,and comming to Gaſþarwolo, ſaid. worthy Sir, the 
two hundred Crewnes wohich you lent me, before your tourny to Geneway, 
in regard they could 2% up; my tarne, to compaſſe the buſineſſe for which 
I borrowed them : within a day or two after in the god þ thu Gentle 
man my friend, I made repayment of them to your wife, therefore I 
Pray you croſſe me ont of your booke. 


Q. Geſparwolo 


ouell I. 


She b preſent 

ing them : durſt not make deniall, but thus anſwered . Indeede 
H, , I received two hundred Crownes of the Gentleman , and never 
remenubred.to acquaint you therewith ſince your comming home: but here. 


after I will be made no more your receiner, except I carried a quicker me. 


"Then ſaide Gaſparuolo : S1gnzor Gulfardo, 1 finde you alwaies a mozt 
honeſt Gentleman, and will be readie at any time, to doe you the like, or a 
farre greater kindneſſe , depart at your pleaſure, and feare not the croſcing 
of my Booke. $0 yi in went away merily contented, and Ambroſia 
was ſerued as ſhe iuſtly merited, ſhe paying the price ofher owne leud- 


neſſe to her Husband, which ſhe had a more couetous intent to keepe, 
queſtionleſſe, not caring how many like luſtfull matches ſhee coulde 
make, to beſo liberally rewarded, 'ifthis had ſucceededro her minde : 
whereas he ſhewed himſelfe wiſe and diſcreere, in paying nothing 
for his pleaſure, and requiting acouc- 
tous queane in her 
kinde. 


A luftie 
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The Second Nouell. 

Appronine, that no promiſe is tobe kept with ſuch women as will make fale 
of their honeſty for coyne. A warning alſo for men, not to ſuffer Prieſts 
to be oner familiar with their wines. 
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Ss of Gulfardoes queint beguiling the Maine Gentle-woman 
=P Ambroſia, and wiſhing all other (of her minde)mighralwaics 
beſo ſerued. ThentheQueene, —_—_—_ Pamphilus, commanded 

him to follow next : whereupon, thus he began. ! © it 2 
I can tell you (faire Ladies) a ſhort Nonel, againſt ſach as ere abutinn- 
ally offenſiue to vs, yetwe being no way able to offend him., at leaſt; lmebe 
ſame maner as they dd inigrie vs And far your better-vnder ſtandingwhat 
and who they be, they are our luſty Prieſts , who adaance thtir Standard, 
and make their publike predications againſt our wines, winning ſuchiad- 
nantage over them, that they can pardon them both of the finme and pun. 
niſhment ;:whenſdener they. are once ſubietied voto theyr; flerſmaſians. , 
QT Am 10 10200 0R00G 
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; [OY Oththe Gentlamenand Ladies gaue equall commendations, 
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ding, yet notwithſtanding, he had ore of Latine ſentences by heart , 
ſome true; but twice ſo many maimed and falſe, Saint-like ſhewes, holy 
ſpeeches, and ghoſtly admonitions, which hee would preach vnder an 
Oake in the fields, when he had congregared his Pariſhioners rogether. 
When womenlay inchilde-bed, hee was their daily comfortableviſt- 
tant, and would manthem from rheir houſes, when they had any occa- 
ſion to walke abroad: carrying alwaiesa bottle of holy water about 
him, whetewith he would ſprinkle them by the way, peeces of halow- 
ed Candles, and Chriſome Cakes, which pleaſed women extraordina- 
rily, and all the Country affoorded not ſuch another frolicke Prieſt, as 
_ this our nifnbleandaGtiue ſweet Sir Simon. 

Amongmany other of his feminine Pariſhioners, all ofthem being 
hanſome and comely Women: yet there was one more pleaſing in his 
wanton eye, thenany of the reſt, named 21orna Belcolore,”and wife to 
a plain= mecanicke man, called Bentiuegna del Mazes And, ty ſpeakc 
vprightly, few Countrey Villages y2clded a Woman, more freſh and 
louely of dortiplexionSelrhoughnot admirablefor beauty, yer ſweere 
Sir $S1m0nthaght het a Saint, andfaine would be offering ather ſhrine. 
Diuecrs prety pleaſing qualities ſhehad,is ſounding the Cymball,play- 
ing artificially on the Timbrill, and ſinging therctoas it had beene a 
Nightingale, dancing alſo ſo dexteriouſly, as happy was the manthat 
could dance in her company. All which ſo enflamed fycet Sir Simon, 
thar he loſt his wonted ſprightly behauiour, walked ſullen, ſad and me- 
lancholly, as if he had melted all his mettall, becauſe hee could hardly 
haue a ſight ofher. But onthe Sonday morning ,: when hee heard or 
knew that ſhe was inthe Church, hee would tickde it witha Kyrieand a 
Sant, cucn as if heecontended ro ſhewe his fineular skill in ſinging, 
whenirhad beene as good to heare att Aſſe bray. Whereas on the con- 


trary,when ſhe came.not to Church, Maſſe, and allelſe were quicklie 
ſhaken yppe,' as if his deuotion waited onely on her preſence.” Yet 

cunning inthe carriageof his amorous buſineſſe, both forher 
husband could not-perceiueir, 


Bur, 


hewasfo 
credite and his ownez as Benteneeue her 
orany neighbor ſo much as ſuſpe@ir. 
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But,to compaſlc morcfamiliar atquaintahve with Bel2olove, hebfem 
her ſundry gifts and prefents,daybyday, as ſotnetime a butich of Yain- 
ry greene Garlicke,whereof he had plemy growing in tiis Gardetiywhich 
he manured with his owne hands;and berrer then 2ll the cou nrtey yeel- 
ded; otherwhiles a ſmall basker of Peaſe or Beanes , and Otiyons or 
Scallions,as che {caſon-ſeraed. But when hEconld come in place where 
ſhe was;then he darted amonrous wincks andglncts arhet jwithbecks, 
nods, and bluſhes,Loues priuare Ambafſadovis, which fhiee(being bur 
countrey-bred)ſeeming by outward appearance,nor to ſec, rerorted dif- 
dainefully,and forthwxh would abſent her ſelfe ſo thar fweer Sir Simon 
labourcd ſtill in vaine,and could not compaſſe whithe coutted. 

[r came to paſſe within a while after , that ona time, { about high 
noone) Sir $1m0n _ walking abroad,chanced to meecte with Bent. 
uezna,driuing an Aﬀe before him,laden with divers commodities, and 
demaunding of him, whither he went , Bentivegna, thus anſwered. 17 
troth Sir Simon,l am going to the City , about ſome eſpecial buſineſſe of 
mine owne,and I carry theſe things to $iznor Bonacorci da Gineſtreto, 
becauſe heſhould helpe me before the Indge,when 1ſhall be called in queſti- 
0n concerning my patrimony .Sir$imos looking merily on him,ſaid. Thou 
doeſt well Bentiuegna,to make a friend ſure before thou need him, goe,take 
my bleſsing with thee,ana returne againe with good ſucceſſe. But if thou 
meet with Laguccio,or Naldino, for yet not to tell them , that they ma 
bring me my | reap before Sunday. Bentiuegna ſaid, hee would diſ- 
charge his errand, and ſo parted from him , driuing his Aſſe on towards 
Florence. 

Now began Sir &mo7to ſhrug,and ſcratch his head , thinking this to 
bea fit conuenient time, for him ro goe viſite Belcolore,and to make tri- 
all of his fortune : wherefore, ſetting aſide all other buſineſſe, he ſtayed 
no where till he came to the houſe, whereinto being cntred, he ſaide : 
All happineſſe be to them that dwell heere. Belcolore being then aboue in 
the Chamber,when ſhe heard his tongue, replyed. Sweer Sir Simon ! 
you are heartely welcome ,whether are you walking, if the queſtion may bee 
demannded ? Beleeue me dainty Ducke,anſwered Sir S:990n,7 am come 
to ſit awhile with thee,becauſe Imet thy Husband gaing to the Citie. By 
this time, Belco/ore was deſcended downe the ſtayres , and hauing once 
againegiuen welcometo Sir Simon, ſhe fate downe by him , cleanſing 
ot Colewort ſeeds from ſuch other courſe chaſſe, which her Husband 
had prepared before his departure. 44-5 a - 

Sir S:9-0n hugging her inhis ares, and fetchinga yehement ai, 
ſaid, 241 Belcolore,how long fpall I pine and languifh for thy loue ? How 
now Sir S;1-on?anſivered ſhe,is this behauiour fitting for a holy man ? 
Holy-men. Belcolove, (quoth Sir Simon) are made of the Jame matter as 
ethers be,they hawe the ſame affettions, and therefore ſubiet? to their in- 
firmities. Santa Maria , anſwered, Belcolore }' Dare Pritſts doe oof 
things as you talke of ? Y es Betrotore(quoth md mach betttr then o- 


ther mey can, becauſe they are made for the very be buſineſſe, in w here 
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ther mens wines. 


pray thee be mine. 
Belcolore obſcruing his ſmirking behauiour, his proper perſon, pretty 
ralke,and qucint inſinuating ; felt a motion to female trailty , which yer 
(he would withſtand fo long as ſbe could, and not be ouer-haſty in bh 
eclding. Sir S:0» promiſcth her a new pairc of ſhoes, garters, rib- 
ands,girdles,or what elle (he would requeſt. Sir S7m0n(quorh ſhe) af 
theſe things which you talke of, are fit for women : but if your loue to mee 
be ſuch as you make choice of, fulfill what Twill motion to you, and then 
(perhaps ) Iſhall tell you more, Sir Simons heate madc him haſty ro pro- 
miſe whatſocuer ſhe would delire ; whereupon , thus ſhee replyed. Or 


Saturday ſaid ſhe,l muſt goe to Florence,to _ home ſuch yarne as was 
ſent me to ſpinne,and t0 amend my ſpinning wheele : if you will lend mee 
ten Florines wherewith I know you are alwayes furniſhed, Tſhall redeeme 
from theV ſurer my beſt peticote, and my wedding gowne ( both well neere 
loft for lacke of repaiment )without which I cannot beſeene at Church,or in 
ary other good place elſe,and then afterward other matters may be accom. 
liſhed. | 
: vp ſiveeteBelcolore anſwered Sir Simon, I nener beare any ſuch ſum 
about me,for men of our profeſsion,doe ſeldome carry any money at all: but 
beleeue me on my word,before Saturday come, 1 will not faile to bring them 
hither. Oh Sir (quoth Belcolore) you men are quicke promiſers , but ſlow 
. performers, Doe you thinke to vſe me,as poore Billezza was, who truſted 
to a5 faire words ,and found her ſelfe decetued : Now Sir Simon, her ex- 
ample in being made ſcandall to the world, a ſufficient warning for nee: 
if you be not ſo prouided,eve and make wſe of your friend , for 1 am not 0- 
therwiſe to be moued. Nay Belcolore (quoth he)/ hope you will nos ſerue 
me ſo,but my word ſhall be of better worth with you. Conſider the conne- 
niency of time,wee being ſo priuately here alone : whereas at my returning 
hither againe, ſome hinderance may thwart me, and the like opportunity 
be nener obtained. Sir , Sir, (ſaid ſhe) you haue heard my reſolation ;f 
you will fetche the Florines doe;otherwiſe,walke about your buſineſſe, for I 
am 4 woman of my word. 

Sir Simon perceiuing,that ſhe would not truſt him vpon bare words, 
nor any thing was to be done, without Salrum me fac, whereas his mea- 
ning was Sine cuſtodia ; thus anſwered. Well Belcolore, ſeeing you dare 
not credit my bringing the tenne Florines according to my promiſed day : 
I will leaue you a good pawne , my very beſt Cloake, lyned quite tho- 
rough with rich Silke,and made wp in the choyſeſt manner. : 

Belcolore looking on the Cloake,ſaid. How much may this Cloake bee 
worth ? How much ? quorh Sir Simon,upon my word Belcolore, it i« o 
«right fine Flanders Serdge and not about eight dayes fince, 1 bought it thus 
(ready made) of ono the Fripperer, andpayed forit fixe and twenty Fle- 


rines, 
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Pledge then ſufficient for your tem. Is it poſſible, .faid ſhee 


Wy I 
thouldcoſt ormuch? wellSir Simongdelqmer re mefrrfhet avidllay it 
for you againſt Saturdsy whentf) fetch # not ; } will redeeme _—_ oe 
things withitavd leane you to rdeaſe it year felfes). | > 
The Cloake is laid vp by Bekolore,and Sir Simeon fo forward in his af- 
fection.z that (yn briefe)he enioyed wharhee came for; and departed at- 
rerward in hislight tripping Caſſocke,but yet thorow by-Lanes,and no 
much trequenzed places, fmelling ona Naſegay, as.it hec hadbeene at 
ſome wedding .in the Conntrey, and: went tbus lightly without his 
Cloake,for his better caſe. ' As commonly after aQtions of cuill, Repen.- 
rance kyockethat the doore of Conlcience.and vrgeth a guilty remem- 
brance,with (ome ſence offorrow : fo was it now with ſweet Sir Srmen, 
who ſuruaying ouer all his vailes of offering Candles, the validity of his 
ycarely benehts,and all comming nothing necre the ſumme of ( ſcarce 
halfe ) ſixe and-twenty Florines ; he began to repenthis deed of darke- 
nefſe, alcbough it was ated inthe day-tume , and conſidered with him- 
ſelfe, by what honeſt (yet vn meancs) hee might recoucr his 
Cloake againe,beforeit wentto the Broaker, in redemprion of Beltelo- 
res pawned apparrell,and yetto ſend her no Florines neither. 
| Hauing acunningreaching wit, eſpecially in matters for his owne 
aduancage,and pretending to haue a dinner at his lodging, for a few of 
| ſomeinuited friends : he made vſe of a neighbours Boy , ſending him to 
the houſe of Belcolore,with requeſt of lending him her Stone Morter, to 
make Greene-ſawce in for his gueſts , becauſe hee had meate required 
ſuchſawce. Belcolore ſuſpeCting no treachery, ſent him the Stone Mor- 
ter with the Peſtell,and about dinner time, when he knew Bentiuegna to 
bee ar home with his wife, by aſpye which was ſer for the purpole ; hee 
called the Clearke (viually attending on him) and ſaid. Take this Mor- 
ter and Peſtell, beare them home to Belcolore, and tell her : Sir S1mnor 
| ſendsthem home with thankes,they having ſufficiently ſerucd his turne, 
and defireher likewiſe, to ſend me my Cloake , which the Boy left as a 
pledpe for berter remembrance, and becauſe ſhe would not lendit with- 
out a pawne. | 
The Clearke comming to the houſe of Belcolore , found her ſitting at 
dinner with her Husband and dclivering her the Peſtell and Morter, 
performed the reſt of Sir Sons meſſage. Bekolore hearing the Cloake 
demaunded,ſtept vp to make anſwere : But Bentivegwme , ſeeming (by his 
lookes)to be much offended, roughly replyecd. Cie? Is not 
Sir Simon our eſpeciall friend,and cannot he be pleaſured without 4 pawne ? 
1 proteſt ypon my word, 1 could find in my heart to ſmite thee for it. Kiſe 
wickely thou wert beſt,, and ſend him backe bus Cloake , with this warning 
26 whatſoener he will hane,be it your poore Aſſe,or any thing elſe 
bems ours let him haue it:and tell bim(Maſter Clearke) he may command it. 
Belcolore roſe grumbling from the Table, and ferching the Cloake forth 
of the Cheſt, which ſtood neere at hand in the ſame roome ; ſhee deliue- 
_ redittothe Cleacke,ſaying. Tek Srr Simon from me , and boldly fexyou 


my Merter hereafter to beat 


ſay whatſoener 
Away went 
whae ſhelad cpwinero he goptyed. If1 
#0 more; Iwill not truſt her with the keeping of my 
19 gage indeed. 


Bentivegna was a little diſplcaſed at his wiucs words, becauſe hee 
thought ſhe ſpake butin icſt ; albeit Belcolore was ſo angry with Sir $7- 
-10n,that ſhe would not ſpeake to himrill vintage time following. Bur 
then Sir S:m07,whar threatenings,of her ſouleto be in danger 
of hell fire,continuing fo long in hatred of a holy Prieſt, which words 
did not a lirtlererrific her ; befides daily preſents to her , of ſweet new 
Wines,roaſted Cheſſc-nurs,Figges and Almonds : all vnkindneſſe be- 

came conuerted to former familiarity z the garments were redee- 

med: he gaucher Sonnets whichſhe would ſweetly ſingto 
her Cimbale, and further friendſhip increaſed 
betweene her and ſweetSir Simon, 
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Lauretta. 61: 
Calandrino, Bruno, aud Buffalmato,allof thers being Painters by 
profeſsi0n,trauelled to the Plaine of Mugnone,to finds the precious 
Stone called Helitropium. Calandrino perſwaded himfelfe t» 


haue found it, returned home to his houſe heauily loaden with 


ſtones. HwuWife rebukine him for his abſence , hee oroweth into 
anger,and ſhrewdly beateth her. +" nie when oo caſe is de- 
bated among hi other friends Bruno and Buffalmaco , al! is found 


to be meere foolery. 0 


The Third Noucll, 


Iuſtly reprehending, the ſimplicity of ſuch men, as are tro much ad. 
aitted to credulitie , and will giue credit to every thing they 
heare, | 


C0 
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WY 1:5hilus having ended his Novell ; whereat the"Ladies 
R228 laughed exceedingly, ſo that very hardly they could gjuc 
Fox ouer:TheQueene gane charge ro Madame E/iz4, that 
{hee ſhouldnexrſuceeed in order ; when, being ſcarcely ablets re- 
fraine from fmyling,thus ſhe 4 8 " of $11.2: 1t49419 
1 know not' (Gracious Ladies) whether Ican mowe you to a5(hear- 
ty laughter, with a briefe Novell of mine owne-;, 4s Pamphilus 
did with his x yet I dart aſſure you; that it is both awe and plexſant; 
en take aa; of OR INGLY O12 207 # 
ww! : 


Novell 2 I 


The Eighth Day, 


is\ 


- had longrtimedelired. 


In our owne Citie which euermore hath contained all ſorts of peo- 
ple not long ſince there dwelt,a Painter, named Calandrino, a ſimple 
man;yet as much aditied to matters of nouelty, as anyman whatſoeuer 
could be.The moſt part of hu gt wer in the companyof twoother 
Painters,the one called Bruno,and the other Buffalmaco,men of very 
reereatiue ſpirits, and of indifferent =_ capacity, often reſorting to 
the ſaid Calandrino,becau they tooke delight in hu honeſt ſmplici- 
ty,and pleaſant order of behauiour. At the ſame time likewiſe , there 
dwelt in Florencc,a yone Gemleman of ſingular We gunna , Foeuery 
generous and witty conceite,as the world did not yeeld a more pleaſant 
companionhe being named Maſo del Saggio,who hauing heard ſom- 
what of Calandrinos Frag : determined to teſt with him in merry 
manner,and to ſuggeſt his longing humors after Nouelties with ſome 
conceit of extraordinary nature. 

He happening ( on a day )to mecte himin the Church of Saint 
Phn,and ſecing him ſeriouſly bulted,in beholdingthe rare pictures, 
and the curious carued Tabernacle, which (not long before ) was 
placed on the high Altar in the ſaid Church : conſidered with him- 
ſelfe,that he had now fit place and opportunity, to cfte& what hee 

And hauing imparted his mindeto a very 
intimate friend, howhe intended to deale with ſimple Calanarino : 
they went both very neerc him,where he ſatcall alone, and making 
ſhew as if they ſaw him not; began to conſult berween chemlſelues, 
concerning the rare properties of precious ſtones z whereof Xaſo 
diſcourſed as exatly,as he had beene a moſt skilfull Lapidaric ; to 
which conference of theirs, Calan&rins lent an arttentiue care, in re- 
gard it was matter of ſingular rarity. 

Soone after,Calandrino ſtarted vp, and perceiuing by their loude 
ſpeaking,that they talked ofnothing which required ſecret Coun- 
cel : he went into their company (the onely thing which 24aſo de- 
ſired)and holding on ſtill the former Argument; Calandrino would 
needs requeſt to know, in what place theſe precious ſtones wereto 
be found, which had ſuch excellent vertues inthern ? 2ſaſo made 
anſwere,thatthe moſt of them were to be had in Bez/in202 , neere 
rothe City of Baſcha, which was in the Territory of a Countrey, 
called Bexgoai, wherethe Vines were bound about with | 
ges,A Gooſe was fold for a penny, and the Gollings freely en in 
to boote. There wasallo an high mountaine, wholly made of Par- 
mezare, grated Cheeſe, whereon dwelt people , who did norhi 
elſc but make Mocharones and Kavinelies, boyling them with ay 
of Capons,and afterward hurled them all about, ro whoſocuct can 
or willcatch them. Necreto this mountainerunnctha faire River, 
the whole (trcame beingpure white Baſtard , none ſuch wascues 
ſold for any moncy,and withautane drop of water ini. - | 1, 
Now 
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Now traſt me Siv;(itid CalanaPino ) that is uh excelent Connrrey 
to dwelt ip': but 466 Hem tell me Sir what doe the) 
efter they hane boylathem't TheBaſchanes me Mafo) exte't 
| all. Have70u Sir ſaid Calandrmo, at any time beene in that Couin- 
trey ?\How © apſwered Malo, gve you demaunndif thaue beene there ? 
Yes manaboue a thouſand times ,at the leaſt. How farre Str , 1 pray 
10u(quothCalendrint)is that worthy Countrey from this our City ? 


F 


In trath,yeplyed Maſo,the miles are hardly to be mumbred, for the 
moſt part of them quvetranell vuhen wwe are nightly in our beddes, 
andifa man areameriehtyhe may be there open a fndden. 

Surely $ir,ſa:d Calandrino, it & farther hence, then to Abriizzi > 
res queſtionleſſe,replyed Malo ; but, to a willing minde , nd trancl 
ſeemeth tedious. | | 

Caland-ino well noting, that Maſodeliuered all theſe ſpeeches, 
with a ſtedfaſt countenance,no figne of ſmyling, or any geſture to 
vrge the leaſt miſlike: he gaueſuch creditto them, as to any marrer 
of apparent and manifeſt truth,andvpon rhis aſſured confidence, he 
faid, 

Beleenc me Sir, the 1ourney x ouer-farre for mee to vndertake, 
but if it vvere neerer ; T could affoord to goe in your Company , onely 
to ſce hovvy they make theſe Macherones , and to fill my belly wwith 
them. | 

But now wee are in talke Sir , I pray you pardon mee to aske, whe- 
ther any ſuch precious ſtones,as po pe offers to be found in that 
Conntrey,or no? Tes indeed,replyed Maſo,there ave two kind's of ther 
to be found in thoſe Territories,both being of very great vertue. One 
kind,are gritty ſtones, of Settignano, and of Monriſca , by vertue of 
which places, when any Mill-ſtones or Grind-ſtones are to bee made, 
they knede the ſand as they w to doe meale,and ſo make them of what 
bianeſſe they pleaſe. In which reſpeft, they haue a common ſaying 
there : that Nature maketh common ſtones,but Montiſca 211. ſtones. 
Such plenty are there of theſe Mull-ſtones, ſo ſlenderly here eſteemed a- 
monz vs,4s Emeralds are with them,whereof they have whole moun- 
taines,farre greater then our Montemorello, which ſhine moſt glort- 
ouſly at midnight. And how meanly ſdeuer we account of their Mill- 
ſtones ; yet there they drill them,and enchaſe then; in Rings which af- 
terward they ſend to the great Soldane, and haue whatſoener they will 
demaund for them. 7 . 

The other kinde is a mo#t precious Stone indeede , which our beſt La - 
#tdaries call the Helitropium, the 11e7tne whereof is [o admirable ; 
& whoſocuer beareth it about him, ſo long as he keepethit , it @ 1mpoſſt- 
ble for anyeye to diſcerne him, becauſe he walketh mee#ely inuifible. O 
Lord Sir (quoth Calawdrino ) theſe ſtones are of rare ertue indeede : 
but where elſe may a man finde that Helitropium ?” Whereto dt 

| 'R 2 thus 
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thus anſwered : That Countrey onely doth not contwne. the. Helitro.. 
pium ; for they be many times found pon our plaine of Mugnone. 
Of what bieneſſe $ 77 (quoth Calandrino)s the Stone, and what cou- 
lour > The Helitropium, anſwered H4aſo,is nor almayes of. ane qualz- 
ty becauſe ſome are bigge,and others leſſe ; but all are of one coulour, 
namely blacke. Tub ita; 

Cali ing commirting all theſe things to reſpeRtiue memory, 
and pretending to be called thence by ſome other eſpeciall affaires; 
departed from Maſo,concluding reſoluedly with himſelfe, to finde 
this precious ſtone , if poſſibly hee could: yetintendingrodoe no. 
thing , vntill hee had acquainted Brunoand Buffalmaco therewith, 
whom hc loued dearly : he wentin all haſt to ſcekerthem ; becauſe, 
(without any longer trifling the time) they three might beethe firſt 
men.thi: ſhou!d find out this precious ſtone , ſpending almoſt the 
whole morning, before they were all three met rogether. For they * 
were painting ar the Moniſtery of the Siſtersof Faenza,whereth 
had very ſerious jmployment , and followed-their buſineſle gili- 
gently : where haning found them,and ſaluting them in ſuch kinde 
manner,as continually he v{cd ro doe,thus he began. 

Lovin friends,ifyou were pleaſed to folicw mine aduiſe, wee three 
will qu1ckely bethe richeſt men in Florence , becauſe by information 
from a Gentleman(well deſirning to be credited ) on the Plaine of 
Mugnone : there zs 4 precious ſtone to be found,which whoſoener car- 
rieth it about h1m,walketh inuiſible,and is not to be ſeene by any one. 
Let ws three be the firſt men to goe aud finde it, before any other heare 
thercof,and goeabout it,and aſſure our ſelues that we ſhall find it, for 
I k;zow :t (by diſcription)ſo ſoone a5 T ſeert. And when wee haue it, 
who cair h1ader vs from bearing it about vs, Then will we eoe 10 the 
Tables of our Bankers,or money Changers,which we ſce daily charged 
with plenty of gold and ſiluer where we may take ſo much as wee liſt, 
for they( nor any Jare able to deſcric VS. S0,(4n ſhort time) ſhall wee 
all be wealthy , nener needing 16 drudge any more, or paint mudd 
wÞilles,as hitherto we hauc done , ard, as many of our poore profeſsion 
are forced to doe. 

Bruno and Buffalmaco hearing this , began to ſmile, and looking 
merily cach on other, they ſeemed to wonder thereat, and greatly «oo 
commended the counſell of Calandrino. Buffalmaco demaunding 
how the ſtone was named. Now it fortuned,that Calardrine(who 
had but a groſſe and blockiſh memory) had quite forgotthe name 
ofthe ſtone,and therefore ſaid. what neede hane wee of the name, 
when we know,and are aſſured of the ſtones vertue ? Let vs make ns 


more adoe,but ( ſetting aſide allother buſineſſe ) eve ſeeke where it «to 


be found. Well my friend (anſwered Bruno) you ſay wee may finde it, 
but how and by what meanes ? 


There 
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There are two ſorts of them (quoth Calandrind ) ſome bigee;" others, 


ſmaller, but all carry a blacke colour 2 therefore (in mine opinton) let 
vs gather all ſuch ſlones as are blacks. ſo ſhall we be ſure to findt i2 a+ 
mong them without any further lofſaef time... 7 DST: 

Buffalmaco aud Brano,liked andallowed thecounſcllof Calanari- 
zo, which when they had (by feuierallcommendarions) giucn him 
aſſurance of, Bruwo ſaide. 1 doe not thinke it a rontenient thmt vow, 
for vs to go about ſo weighty a buſineſſe: for the Sun # yet in the high- 
eſt degree, and ſiriketh ſuch a heate on the plaine of Muignone,,-as all 
the ſtones are extreamtly aryed, and the very blackeſt will nowe ſeeme 
whiteſt. But in the morning, aftcr the dew is falne, and before the 
Sunn ſhineth forth, enery ſtone retaineth his trne colour. Moreouer, 
there be many Labourers now vuorking on the plarne, about ſuch bu- 
ſineſſe as they are ſenerally aſsigned, who ſeeing vs in ſo ſerious a ſerch: 
may imagine what we ſeeke for, &+ partake with vs in the ſame inqui- 
ſition, by which meanes they may chance to ſpeed before vs, and ſowee 
may loſe both our trot and amble. Wherefore, by my conſent, if your 
opinion tumpe with mine,this is an enterprize onely to be perfourmea 
in an early morying when the blacke ſtoxtes aretobe diſtinouiſht ſrom 
the white, and a Feſtinall day were the beſt of all other, for then there 
will be noze 10 diſconer vs. 

Byffalmaco applauded the aduice of Bruno, and Calanarine did 
nolc{le, concluding all together; that Sunday morning (next cnſu- 
ing) ſhould be the time, and thenthey allrhree would goſeckethe 
Stone. But Calanarinowas verie carneſt with them, that they ſhold 
not reueale it to any lining body, becauſe it was toldethimas anc(- 
peciall ſecret : diſcloſing further to them, whar hee had heard con- 
ccrningthe Countrey of Bengodi, maintaining (with ſolemn oaths 
and proteſtations) that euery part thereof was true. Vpponthis a- 
grecment, they parted from Calandrino, who hardly entoyed anie 
reſt atall, either by night or day, ſo greedie he was to bee poſſeſſed 
of the ſtone. Onthe Sonday morning, heecalled vp his Compani- 
ons before breake of day,and going forth at S.Gal/s Port, they ſtay- 
ed not, till they came to the plaine of Mugnone, where they ſearch- 
ed all abour to finde this ſtrange ſtone. 

Calandrinowent ſtealing beforetheother two, and verilie per- 
{waded himſelfe, that he was borneto finderhe Helitropiam, and 
looking on euery ſide about him, hee reiected all other Stones but 
the blacke, whereof firſt he filled his boſome, and afterwards,borh 
his Pockets. Then he tooke off his large painting Apron , which 
he faſtened with his girdle in themanner of afacke, and that he fil- 
ted full of ſtones likewiſe. Yer nov ſofarisfted, he ſpred abroad his 
Cloake, which being alſo full of ſtones, hee bound it vp carctully, 
for fearcof looſing the very leaſt of them . All whick Buſſs/m4- 
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ca and Brane well obſcruing (the day growing on, and harlly they 
could reach home by dinnertime) _ as merrily they had 
concluded, and pretending not to ſee Calandrino,albeit he was nor 
farre fromthem : What & become of C alandrino ? ſaide Buffalmaco. 
Bruno gazing ſtrangely cuery where about him, as if hee were deſj- 
rous to finde him,replyed. 7 ſaw him not long ſince, for then he was 
hard by before vs, queitionleſſe, he hath giuen vs the ſlippe, is prinilie 
gone home to dinner, and making ſtarke fooles of vs, hath lefte vs to 
picke wp black ſtones, vpon the parching plaines of Mugnone. Well 
(quoth Buffalmaco) thu & but tbe tricke of an hollow-hearted friend, 
and mt ſuch as he proteſted himſelfe to be, tows. Could any but vuee 
hauebin ſo ſottiſh, to credit his frinolous per fwaſions hoping to finde a- 
ny ſtones of ſuch vertue,and here on the fruitleſſe plains of Mugnone? 
No, no,none but we would hawe beleened him, | 
Calandrino (who was cloſe by them) hearing theſe wordes, and 
ſeeing the whole manner of their wondering behauiour : became 
conſtantly perſwaded, rhat hez had not onely founde the precious 
ſtone;buralſo had ſome tore of chem about him, by reaſon he was 
{o neere to them, and yer they could not ſee him, therefore he wal- 
ked before them. Now was hisioy beyondallcompaſſe of expreſ- 


not mcanctoſpeake one word rothem, bur (heauily laden as hee 
was) to ſteale home faire and ſoftly before them, which indeedehe 
did, leauing them to follow after, ifrhey would . Bruno perceiuing 
his intent, ſaid to Buffalmaco : What remaineth now for ws to doe ? 
Why ſhould not we go home, as well as hee? And reaſon tos, replyed 
Bruno, It ts in vaine totarry any longer heere : but I ſolemnly proteſt, 
Calandrino ſhallno more make an Aſſe of me:.and were I now as neere 
him, as not tonz ſince I was, I would gine him ſuch a rememb; ance on 
the hecle with this Flint ſtone,as ſhould ſticke by him this moneth, to 
teach him a leſſon for abuſing his friends. 

Heethrew the ſtone, and hit im ſhrewdly on the heele there- 
with; bur all was one to Calandrino, whatſocuer they ſaide, or did, 
as thus they ſtill followed after him. And although the blow ofthe 
ſtone was painfull to him; yet he mended his pace ſo wel as he was 
able, inregard of becing ouer-loaden with ſtones, and gaue them 
not oneword all the way, becauſe he tooke himſelfe to bee inuifi- 
ble, and vtterly vnſeene of them. Buffalmaco taking vppe another 
Flint-ſtone, which was indifferent heauic and ſharp, ſaid to 5runo. 
Seeſt thou this Flint? Caſting it from him, he ſmote Calandrinoiuſt 
in the backe therewith, ſaying. 0h that Calandrino had bin ſoneere, 
as I might haue hit him on the backe with the ſtone. And thus allthe 
way on theplaine of Mugnone, they did nothing elſe but pelt him 
with ſtones, cuen ſo farre as the Port of S, Gal, where Oye 
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ſion, and being excecdingly proud of ſo happy an aduenture : did _ 
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downe what other ſtoncesthey had gathered, moaning nor to 1tiotelt 
- There they ſteptbefore himvmothe Pore, md acquumeedete 
Warders withthe whole matter, who: ily arrhe ieft, 
the better to vpholdeit z would ſeemenorto ſeeCalarabmnoin his 
aſſage by them, but ſuffered hitn Og on, ſore wearied with his 
urchen, and ſwearing extreamly. Without reſting himſelf in a- 
ny place, he came home to his houſe, which was neere wrhe. cor- 
ner of the Milles, Fortune being {d fauourabletohimin the courſe 
of this mockery, thatas he paſſedalong the Riuers fide, and atter- 
ward through partofthe City; he was neither met nor ſem by any, 
in regard they wereall intheir houſes ar dinner. 
Calandrino, euery minute ready toſinke vnder his weightie bur- 
then, entred into his owne houſe, where (by great ill luck) his wite, 
being a comely and very honeſt woman, and named Monna TY//ta, 
was ſtanding aloft onthe ſtayres head. She being ſomewhat angry 
for his ſo long abſence, and ſeeing him comeingrunting and 'grot. 
ning, frowningly ſaid. I thought that the divell would nener let thee 
come home, all the whale Citie have dined, aydyet wee muſt remaine 


without our dinner, When Calanarino heard this,8 perceived that 


he was not inuifibleto his Wife : full of _— and wroth, hee began 
tO raile, ſaying, 4h thow wicked woman, where art thou ? Thou hait 
viterly undone me + but ( as I live) Twill pay thee ſoundly for it. Vp 
the ſtaires he aſcended intoa ſmall Parlour, where when he hadde 
{pred all his burthen of ſtones on the floore : he ranto his wife, car- 
ching her by the re of the head,* andthrowing her at his ferre ; 
giving her ſo many ſpurns and cruel blowes,as ſhee was not able to 
mooue either armes or legges, notwithſtanding all her teares, and 
humble ſubmiſſion. Ps gf 
Now Buf/almacoand Bruno, after they had ſpent an indifferent 

while, with the Warders at the Port in laughter;ina faire 8 gentle 
pace,they followed Calandrino home to his hows, and being come 
tothe doore, they heard the harſh bickering berweene himund his 
Wite, and ſeeming as if they were burnewly arriued, they called 
outalowd to him. Calendrino being ina kvyeate,” ſtamping and ra- 
__ ſtill arhis Wife ow Soha ranted Ss 
to aſcend vp to him, whi did, - counterferting greeuvusdif- 
plealineartinſ him, Being comvinedthergorad, whictchepſin 
Ul couered ouer with ſtones, his Wife firring'in acorner, '\al the 
haire (well-acere) tome off her heather tee brokenard bleeding, 
andall her body craolly beaten, onthe orher fide; Calandrmne Ran 
ding vnbraced and vngirded, ſtrugling and wallowing , BM\#&n 
quite our of breath: 'sfreralirele- parſing / Brave chds ſpake; +! "\ 
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be? What, art thou preparing for building ,” that thou haft proaided 
ſuch plenty of ſtones? How fitteth thy poore wife? How haft thou miſ: 
uſe her? Are theſe the behauiours of a wiſe or honeſt man ? Calan. 
10, viterly ouer-ſpent with trauaile , and carrying ſuchan huge 
burthen of ſtones, as alſothe toyleſome beating of his Wife, (but 
much more impatient and offended, for that high good Fortune , 
which he imagined to haue loſt:) could not colleGt his ſpirits toge- 
ther, to anſwer them one ready word, wherefore hee fate frert 
like a mad man, Whereupon, Buffal/maco thus = to him. Ca- 
landrino, if thou be angry with any other, yet thou ſhouldeſt not haue 
made ſuch a mockery of 15, as thou haſt done: in leauing vs(like a cou- 
ple ar ns ) to the plaine of Mugnone, whether thou leddeſt vs 
with thee, to ſeeke a precious ſtone called Aelitropium. And could 
thou fteale home, neuer bidding vs ſo much as farewell? How canwve 
but take it inwcry euill part, that thou ſhouldeſt ſo abuſe twa honeſt 
neighbours? Well, aſſure thy ſelfe, thus ss the laſt time that ener.thou 
ſhalt ſerne vs ſo. 
Calandrino(by this time) being ſomewhat better come to him- 
ſclfe, with an humble proteſtation of courrelte, returned them this 
anſwer. Alas my good frionds, be not you offended,the caſe us farre 0. 
therwiſe then you 1mmagine. Poore unfortunate man that I am , I 
found the rare precious ſton? that you ſpeake of:and marke mewell, if 1 
de not tell you the truth of all. When you asked one another (the firit 
time ) what was become of me; I' was hard by you: at the moſt, vuithin 
the diſtance of two yards length, and perceiuing that you ſaw mee not, 
(bein ſtill ſo neere,and alwates before you: ) 1 wt on, ſmiling to my 
ſelf*,to heare you brabble and rage azainſt me. ' 
So, proceeding on1n his diſcourſe, he recounted euery accident 
asit hapned, both what they had ſaide and d:d ynto him, concer- 
ning the {everall blowes, with the two Flmt-ftones , the one hur- 
ting-him greeuouſly inthe heele, andthe orher paining himas ex- 
treamly inthe backe, withtheir ſpeeches vſcd then, and his laugh- 
ter, notwithſtanding hee felt the harme of them both , yetbeeing 


proud that he did ſo iguiftbly beguile them: Nay more (quoth he) - -- 


I cannot forbeare to tell you,that when I paſſed thorow the Port, I ſaw 
you landing with the Warders, yet ,by vertne of that excellent Stone, 
vndiſcouered ofyouall. Beſide,going aloxg the ſtreets, Imet many of 
my Goſsips, friends and familiar acquaintance, ſuch a4 vſed day tie to 
conuerſe with me, and drinking together inevery Taxern: yet not one 
of them ſpake to me, neyther vſed any courteſieor ſalutation ,wvhich 
(indeede) I did the more freely forgiue them, becauſe they were not «- 
ble to ſee we. | SE Oi | 
Intheendof all, when I was come home into mine owne houſe, this 
Givelyb and accurſed roman, bring aloft vppon my flayres head , by 
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much misfortune chanced to ſee me, in regard ( as it is not unknowne © 


ro you.) that women cauſe all things to lofe their wieraz. In which res 
+ ſbcel,I that could hane ſila my elfe the pnely man if Florence, 

am now made moſt n:iſerable. And therefor dh Liuſtly beathber,\ ſo 
long as ſhe was able to ſtand againſt mee,” and I know ho teaſin tothe 
contrary,why I ſhould not yet teare her in a thouſand peecer-far if may 
well curſe the day of our mariage,to hinder and bereaue medf ſuch an 
inuiſible bleſſedneſſe. 0 oe 

Buffalmaco and Bruno hearing this, madeſkew of vexiemuchy 
meruailing thereat; and many times maiftained what Galandrins 
had faid; being well neere ready to burſt withlaughter ;. confide- 
ring,how cofidently he ſtood vpon it,that he had found the won- 
derful ſtone;andloſt tt by hiswiues (peaking onely to him . Bur 
when they ſaw him riſe in fury once more, with intent to beat her 
acaine: then they ſtept betweenethem, affirming, That the woman 
had no way offended in this caſe, but rather he him elf: who knowing 
that women conf all things to loſe their vertue, had not therefore ex- 
preſly commanded her, not to be ſeene in his preſence all that day, vn- 
till he had male full proofe of the ſtones vertue. And queſtionles, the 


conſideration of a matter ſo auaileable and important, was quite ta- 


ken from him;becauſe ſuch an eſpecial happineſſe, [ould not belong to 
Teva but(in ey to his + Jay: he ih acquainted a 
with 4rew them to the plaine vvith him in companie , wuhere the 
zooke as much paines.in ſerch of the ſtone, as poſcibly he did,or could, 
and yet(d:ſhoneftlyyhe would deceine them , and beare it away cout- 
touſly,for his owne priuate benefit. | 

After many other,as wiſe and wholeſome perſwafions, which 
he conſtantly credited, becauſe they ſpakethem, they reconciled 
him to his wife,and ſheto him : but not without ſomiedifficulty in 
him; who falling into wonderfull greefeand melancholy,for loſſe 


of ſuch an admirable precious ſtone, was in danger tohaue dyed, 
within leſle thena month after, =, 
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Proneft belonging to the Cathedral Church of Ficlola,fell in loge 
wht ra. being a widdow, and named Piccarda\, who 
hated him 4s much as he loued her. He imagining, that he lay with 
her: by the Gentlewomans Bretheren, and the Byſbop wnder whom 
he ſerved, was taken in bed with her Mayde, an vel, foule, defor- 


med Slut. 
The Fourth Novell. 
rhevein is declared, how loue oftentimes i ſo powerfull in aged men, 


and driueth them to ſuch doating, that it redoundeth to their great 
diſerace and puniſhment. 


BY Adic E/iz4 hauing concluded her Nouell, not without in- 
24 finite commendations of the whole company: the Queen 
turning hcrlookes to Madame <£m1llza, gaue her ſuchan 
expreſle ſigne, as ſhe muſt needs follow next after Madame Eliza, * 
whereupon ſhe'began in this manner, 
pertuom Ladies, I very well remember (by diners Nouels formerly 
related) that ſufficient hath beene ſayde, concerning Prieſts and Reli- 
giows perſons, and all other carrying ſhauen Crownes. in their laxuri. 
ous appetites and deſires . But becauſe no one can at any time ſay ſo 
much, as thereto no more may be added : beſide them alreadie ſpoken 
of,1 wil tel you another concerning the Pronoſt of a Cathedral Church, 
who would needes (in deſpight of all the wvorld) loue a Gentlewoman 
whether ſhe would or no : and therefore,zn due chaſtiſement both unto 
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he and fally, ſhe gaue him ſuchentertainment as he iwſtly' oeſer- 
WS © 5 CITIES DN { 2b \ | d\. VR 6 OF 
Itis not vaknowne vnto you all, tharthe Cittic of Ficoſolz, the 
mountaine whereof ive may very eaſily hither diſcerne, hath bene 
(intimes palt) a very grcarandmoſt ancicnr City: although at this 
day it is well-neercall ruined: yet neuerthelcſle, it alwaies was.and 
yet isa Byſhops Sec, albeit not of the wealthieſt ; Inthe ſame Ci- 
tie, and no long while fince, neere ynto the Cathedrall Church, 
there divelt a Gentlewoman, being a Widdow, and commonlic 
there ſtiled by the name of Madame Piccarda,whoſe houſe and in- 
heritance was but{mall, wherewith yerſheliued very contented- 
ly (hauing no wandering eye, or wanton defires) and no company 
but hertwo Brethren, Gentlemen ot eſpeciall honeſt and gracious 
diſpo{1tion. Mg | 
This Gentlewoman, being yet inthe flouriſhing condition of 
herrime, did ordinarily reſort tothe Cathedrall Church, in holie 
zeale, and religious deuorion; where the Prouoſt ofthe place, be- 
came {0 cnamored of her, as nothing (butrhe fight of her) yeel- 
ded him any contentment. Which fond affeRion ofhis,was for- 
warded withſuch an audacious and bold carriage, as hee daredto 
acquaint her with his loue, requiring her enterchange of affeion, 
andthe like opinion of him, as he had of her. Trucit is,that he was 
very farre centred into yeares, but yong and lnftie in his own proud 
conceite, preſuming ſtrangely beyond his capacity andthinking as 
well of his abilitie, as the yourhfulleſt gallant in the World could 
doe. Whereas (inverie deedc) his perſon was vtterly diſplca. 
ſing, his behautour immodeſt and ſcandalous; and his vſuall Lan- 
ouape, fauouring of ſuch ſenſualitie, as, very fewe'or none cared 
for his company. And ifany Woman ſeemed reſpettiue of him, 
it was in regard of his outſide and profeſſion, and more for feare, 
then theleaſt affection, andalwayesas welcome to rhem , as the 
head-ake. | | | 
His fond and fooliſh carriage ſtil continuing to-this Gentlewo- 
man z ſhe being wiſe and vertuouſly aduiſed, ſpake thus vnto him. 
Holy Sir, if you loue me according 4 you proteſt, cx manifeſt by your 
outward behauiour : I am the more tothanke you for it, being bound 
indutic to lowe you likewiſe. But if your Lone haue any barks Or Une 
ſauourie taſte, vuhich mine u n0 way able toendure , neyther dare 
entertaine in anie kinde what foeuer.: you muit and ſball hold mee ex- 
cuſed, becauſe am made of no ſuch temper.\'Tou are my ghoſtly and 
ſpiritual Father, un Holy Prieſt. Moreouer yeares haue made you ho- 
norably aged, all which ſeuerallweighty conſideratiens, ought to con- 
firme you in.contiztency & chaſtity.Kemember withall( good ſir)that 1 
ans but a child to youin years) were 1 bent to any wantonappetites, 
| I 2 you 
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© gouſholdinftly corre me by ftherl connſlfuch o moit beaurifieth 
ny we pr on. Beſide, I am a Widdow, and you are not igns- 


rant, how requiſite a thing honeſtie is in widdowes. Wherefore pardon 
mee ( Holy Father: ) for,in ſuch manner as you make the motion : 1 
deſire younot to loue mee, becauſe I neither can or will at any time ſo 
affect you. Sos 

The Prouoſte gaining no othergrace atthistime, would not ſo 
giue ouer for this Ef repulle bur purſuing her ſtill with vnbeſee- 
ming importunity; many priuate meanes he viedto her by Lerters, 
tokens, and inſinuating ambaſſages; yea, whenſocuer ſhee came to 
the Church, heneuer ceaſed his weariſome ſolicitings. Vhereart 
ſhegrowing greatly offended,and perceyuing no likelyhood of his 
deſiſting ; became ſo tyred with his tedious ſuite, that ſhe conſide- 
red with her ſclfe, how ſhe might diſpatch him as hedeſerued, be. 
caule ſhe ſaw no other remedy. Yet {hee would notattempteanic 
thing inthiscaſe,without acquainting her Brerheren firſttherwith, 
And hauing toldethem, how much ſhee was importuned by the 
Prouoſt, and alſo what courſe ſhe meant to take (wherinthey both 
counſelled and encouraged her: )within a few dates aſter,ſhee went 
ro Church as ſhe was wont to do; where ſo ſoone as the Prouoſt e- 
{pyecd her: forthwith he cameto her, and according ro his continu- 
ed courſe,he fell into his amorous courting. She looking ypon him 
with a ſmiling countenahce, and walking aſide with him out of any 
hearing:after he had ſp:ne.many impertinent - mt ſhee (ven- 
ting foorth manica vebement ſighe) art length returned 'him this 
anſwer. 
Reuerend Father, I hane often heard it ſaide: That there is not any 
Fort or Caſtle, how ftronoly munited ſaeuer it bee , but by continual 
1/ſayling, at length (of neceſsty) it muſt and will be ſurprized.Which 
compariſon, 1 may full well allude to my ſelfe. For, you hauing ſo long 
tme ſolicited me, one while with affable language, then againe woith 
tokens and entiſements, of ſuch prenailing power : as haue brokes the 
verie barricado of my former deliberation , and yeelded mee wppe 
as your priſoner to be commanaed at your pleaſure, for now I am: onely 

deuoted yours. : 
Well may you (Gentle Ladies) imagine, thar this anfwere was 
nota lirtle welcome ro the Prouoſt; who,ſhrugging with conceyte 
of ioy, preſently thus replyed. 1 thanke you Madame Piccarda, and 
to rellyou true, I held it almoſt as a miracle, that y8a could fland vpm 
ſuch long reſiſtance, conſidering, it wener ſo fortuned to mee with ane 
other. 'And 1 haue many times ſide to my ſelfo, that if women were 
made of ſituer, they hardly could be warth a pennie, becauſe there can 
ſearfely onebe found of ſo good allay, as ts endure the teft and eſſay But 
bet 1s breake off this frenolous conference, and reſolwe vpn a concluſ- 
- On; 


nn — 


OO —_— ——  — C__=___—__ 


in; How, when and where we » 


| may ſafely meeve rogerher. Worthy Sir, 
anſwered Piccarde, your ſelfe may appoint the Yime Dinos ou 
pleaſe,becauſeT hone no Hwsband,vo whom 1 ſhould render any ac:munt 


of x23 ab ſence,or preſence : but T am not provided of « 


lace. 
A pretty w Prouoſte Rood muling, du aft ſaide. 4 
place Hd, ? where can be more prinacie,then in your ownc houſe? 
Alas Sir ( quoth ſhe ) you know that 7 hanetwo Gentlemen my bre. 
thren,who cotinuatty are with me,& other of thei 


y  4oe9us beſide: My 
houſe alſo is nat great, wherefore it is impoſoible tb 
could be like a dumbe man,without ſpea 


4 e there ;excepy you 
ing oneword, or making the 
very leaſt noyſe , beſide,to remaine tn darkentſſe, a4 if you weve blinde, 
and who can be able ta endurt all theſe > And yet(without theſe) there 
is no aduenturing albeit they neuer come into my Chamber : but their 
lodging us ſo cloſe to mine,as there cannot any word be ſpoken, be it ne- 
wer ſo low or in whiſpering manner but they heave it very eaſily. Ma- 
dame ſaid the Prouoſte, for one or two nights, 1 can make hard ſhift. 
why S:r(quorh ſhe)the matter onely remaineth in you , for if you be 
ſilent and ſuffering,as already you haue heard, there is no feare at all 
of ſafty. Let me alone Madame, replyed the Prowoſte, I will bee 20- 
werned by your direitions : but, in any caſe , ket vs begin this night. 
with all my heart, ſaide ſhee. So appointing him how, and when hee 
ſhould come , hee parted from her , and ſheereturned home to her 
houſe. | 
HeerelI amto tell you, that this Gentlewoman had a ſeruant; in 
the nature of an old maide, not indued with any well featured face, 
but inſtead thereof,ſhe had the vglieſt and moſt countefeit counte- 
nance, as hardly could be ſeenea worſe. She had a wrie mouth, 
huge greatlippes, foule teeth, os and blacke, a monſtrous ſtin- 
king breath,her eyes bleared,andalwayes running, the complexion 
of her face betweene greeneand yellow, as ifſhee had nor ſpent the 
Summer ſeaſon in the Citie,but in the parching Countrey vnder a 
hedge; and belide all theſe excellent parts, ſhee was crooke backer, 
poult foored,and wentlikea lame Marcin Fetters. Her name was 
Ciuta,but in regard of her flat noſe, lying as low as a Beagles, thee 
was called Ciztazz4. Now , notwithſtanding all this deformity in 
her, yer ſhe had a finguler opinion of her ſelfe,as commonty all ſuch 
foule Sluts haue : in regard whereof, Madame Precarda calling her 
altde, Thus began. | *© HIV TAE LT ORE, 
Ciutazra of thou wilt doe for me one nights ſeruice,l ſhall befton 
thee a faire new Smocke.” When Cintazzs heard her ſpeake of a 
new Smocke,inſtantly ſke anſwered./'Hſedame, if you pleaſe to be- 
ftow a new Smocke ow me ;were it ## ywnme thorow the fire for you, or 4- 
ny buſinefſe of farre greater daneer you ently haus whe power £0 rom- 
mand me,and I will doe it. Iwillnet'(faid Fictirda)) wrethee to 
. any 
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any dangerow aition,but onely te lodge in my bed this night with a 

and giue him courteous entert ainement,, who ſhall reward thee 
liberally for it. But hane an eſpecial care that theu ſpeake not one 
word, for feare thou ſhouldſt be heard by my Brethren ,who ( as thou 
knoweſt ) lodge ſo neere by , doe this and then demaund thy Smocke of 
me. Madame (quoth Ciutazze)ifit were to lye with ſixe men, ra. 
ther then one ,if you ſay the word,tt ſhall bedone. 

When night was come,the,Prouoſte alſo. came according to ap- 
pointment, cucn when rhe twa brethren were in their lodging, 
where they caſily heard his entrance, as Piccarde ( beingpreſent 
withthcm) had informed them. la went the Prouoſte without any 
candle, or making the leaft noiſe to be heard,& being in Piccardaes 
Chamber,wentto bed: Ciutazz=4 rarryingnotlong from him , bur 
(asher Miſtreſſe had inſtruted her) ſhe went ts bed likewiſe, nor 
ſpeaking any word at all, and the Prouoſte, imagining to hauc her 
there, whom he ſo highly affeRed),fell ro imbracing and kiſſing Cu- 
t4z24,xvho was as forward in the ſame manner to him,and there for 
2 whilc I intend to leaue them. 

When Piccardahad performed this hot picce of buluncſle,the re- 
ferred the effeRing of the remainder to her Brethren,in ſuch ſort as 
it was compatcd berweene them» Faire and ſatrly went the two 
brethren forth of their Chamber, and going to the Market place, 
Fortune was more fauourable to them then they could wiſh, in ac- 
compliſhing theiſſue of their intent. Far the hear being ſomwhat te- - 
dious,the Lord Biſhop was walking abroad very late,with purpoſe ' 
to viſit the Brethren at theWWiddowes houſe, becauſe he rooke great 

delightin their company,as being good Schollers,and cnducd with 

other ſingular parts be{ide.Mceting with them in the open Market 
place, he acquainted them with his determination 3 whereof they 
were not alittle toyfull,ir jumping ſo iuſtly with their inten. 

Being come to the Widdowes houle,they paſſed througha ſmal 
nether Court, where lights ſtood ready to welcome him thither; 
and-catring into a goodly Hall , there was ſtore of good wine and 
banquetring,which the Biſhop accepred invery thankefull manner: 
and courtcous complement being ouerpaſled, one of the Brethren, 
thus ſpake. My good Lord, ſeeing it hath pleaſed you to honour our 
poorewiddowed Siſters hoſe with your preſence, for which wee ſhall 
thanke you while we liue - We would intreate one fauour more of you, 
onely but to ſee a ſight which we will (bew you, The Lord Biſhop was 
yell contented withethe motion :. ſo the Brethren conduRing him 
by the hand , brought him into their Siſters Chamber, wherethe 
the Prouoſte was in bed with Cjuta5.z4, both ſoundly (lzeping, but 
cnfolded in his armes, as wearied ( belike ) with their former wan- 
toaning,and whereof his age had bus little need. 4 


ee - > ces <a, 7 


— - — 


m_ > 


— 
Oo” — 


ns. S—_— ——_—— Do 


gouerned by «Madam Lauretta, * \io 


_—. 


The Courraines being cloſe drawne about the bed,although the 
ſcafon was cxceeding-bot, they having ligined Torches in rheit 
hands ; drewopen the Cartaines, and fhewed rhe. Biſhop his Fo- 
uoſte , cloſe (nugging berweenerthe armes of Citrezzs, :Vpon a 
ſudden the Prouoſte awaked , and ſccing fo greatalight, as alſo ſo 
many people about him : ſhame andfcareſo daunted him, that hee 
ſhrunke downe into the bed,and hid his head. Burt the Biſhop be- 
ingdiſpleaſed ata hight fo vnfeemely,made him rodiſcoucr bis head 
againe,tofee whom hewas in bed withall. Now+the poore.Pro- 
uoſte perceiving the Gentlewomans Yeceite, andthe proper han- 
ſome perſon ſoſweetly embracing him : it made him ſo confoun- 

ded with ſhatne, as he had nor thepowergs voy org yord: bur 

hauing put on hiscloathes by the Biſhops commaqd, hee fent him 
(vnder ſufficient guard) ro his Pallacg,to ſulfer dygchaſtiſement for 
his ſinne commirted; andafterward he defitedea know , by what 
meanes hee'becatne ſo fauoured of Cirazzs, the whole Hiſtoric 
whereof,the two bterhren related atlarge ro him." 

When the Biſhop had heard all the diſconrſe,highly he commen- 
ded the wiſedome of the Gentlewoman, and worthy aſfiſtance of 
her brethren, who contemningto ſoile their hands jn the blood of a 
Prieſt, rather ſought ro ſhame him as hee deſerued. The Biſhop 
cnioyned him a pennance of repentance for fatty Hayes after , but 
toue and diſdaine made him weepe nineand fortys Morcouer, it 
was a long while after,beforc he durſt be ſrene abfoad. But when 
he came to walke the ſtreets, the Bayeswonld paint their fingersar 


him,ſaying. Behold the Prouoite that bay with A2yatazza : Which 
( wellnecre) di- 


was ſuch a weariſome life to him, that he-becatny 
ſtrated in tis wits. [nthis mannerthe honeſt; Gyntlewoman diſ- 
charged her durie, and'rid her ſelfe ofthe Prowhſts importunity : 
CR had a merry fiight of it;arid Inew Sniocke alſo for her la- 
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Three pleaſant Companions, plaide amerry pranke witha Fudge be, 

longing tothit Marqueſate of Ancona )at Florence;et ſuch time as 
* heſate on the Bench,and hearing criminall cauſes. FL 
| TheFift Nouell. Shae! 


; 


Giuing admonition, that far the mannaging of; publique afjaires , no 6 


ther perſons areor ought tdbe appointed, but ſuch as be haveſt , and 


meet 10 ſit onthe ſeate of Authority. 


4.4 


in, the excellent wiſedome of Piccarda, forſo worthily 
uniſhing the luxurious old Prouoſte , had generall com- 
Sof the whole Aſſembly : butthe Queene, looking on 
Pbiloſtratus ſaid. 1command you next to ſupply the place : whereto 
he made anſwere, that hee was both ready and willing, and then 
thus began. Honourable Ladies, the merry Gentleman , ſo lately re- 
membredby Madame Eliza,being named Maſo del Saggio z cauſeth 
me t0paſſe ouer an intended Tale,which Ihad reſolued onwhen tit came 
#0 my turne : to report another concerning him , and two men more, 
hs friendly Companions. which although it may appeare toyou ſome- 
what wn pleafing.jn regard of 4 little grofſe and unmannerly behaut- 
our : yet it will moue merriment without any offence , and that is the 


It 


maine reaſon why 1 relateit, 


MEA ) ſooner had Madam £91214 finiſhed her Nouell,wher- 
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[r 15 not vnknowneto you, partly intellipencefromour reas= 
rend predeceſſours,asalſo Cee yourowhe ; hah 
many timehaue reſorted to our City'of Florence, -Poreſtates'and 
Officers, belonging tothe Marqueſate of Anconie,; who commonly 
were men of loweſpirit, and their ligesſo wretched and penutious, 
as they rather deferued tb be rearmed Miſers , then men. And-in 
regard of this their narurall couctouſneſſe and miſery, the Tud 
would bringalſo in their company,ſuch Scribes or Notaries,asbe- 
ing paralclde with their Maſters: they all ſeemed like Swainescome 
fromthe Plough, or bred vp in ſome Coblers quality, ratherthen 
Schollers,or Students of Law. | 

At onctime (aboucall the reſt)among other Poteſtatesand Iud- 
ges,there came an eſpeciall man, as pickt out of purpoſe, who was | 
named Meſſer Niccolaoda San Lepidio,who (at the firſt beholding) 
looked rather like a Tinker , then any Officer in authority. This 
hanſome man ( amongthe reſt) was deputed ro heare criminall 
cauſes. And,as often it happeneth, that Cirizens, alchough no bu- 
{ineſſc inuiterhthem to Iudiciall Courts,yer they (till reſort thicher, 
ſometimes accidentally : So it fortuned,rthat Maſo del Saggio,being 
one morning in ſearchot an eſpeciall friend , went tothe Court- 
houſe,and being there, obſeruedin what manner Meſſer Niccolao 
was ſcated;who looking like ſome ſtrange Fowle;lately come forth 
of a farre Countrey ; he began roſuruay him thermore ſeriouſly, 
cuen from the head to the foot,as we victoſay. 

Andalbeir he ſaw his Gowne furred with Miniuer, as alſo the 
| hood about hisnecke,a Penne and Inkehorne hanging at his girdle, 
and one skirt of his Garment longer then the other , with more miſ- 
ſhapen fights abour him, facre vnfirting for a man. of fo ciuill pro- 
felliqn : yer he ſpyed one errour extraordinary,themoſt notable(in 
his opinion)that cucr he had ſcene before.” Namely, a paultry pairc 
of Breeches,wickedly made, and worſe worne., hanging downeſo 
lowe as halfe his legge,cucn as heſate vpon the:Bench, yer curſo 
ſparingly of the Cloath, rhart they gaped wide open before, asa 
wheele-barrow might haue full entrance allowed it. This ſtrange 
fight wasſo pleaſing to him as leauing off further ſearch of his 
friend,and ſcorningto haue ſuch aſpectacle alone by himſelfe : hee 
went vpon another Inquiſition ; Namely, for two other merty 
Lads like hinaſclfe, the one being called 8:7, and rhe other Mat- 
teuzz4 men ofthe ſame mirth-tull diſpoſition as he was,and there- 
fore the fitter for his Company. | jrive i. 

After he had merwith them;tbeſc were his ſalutations: Ify hoyeſt 
Bayes ,if euer.you did me any kindnefſe declare it wore effetiually waw, 
in accompanying meta the.Court-houſe, where on-ſball behold ſuch 
4 ſingular ſpectacleus( nant ſaw I 
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went altogether ,and being come to the Courthouſe, he 
ſhewed rays Iuds hanſome _ of Breeches, hangingdown 
in ſuch baſe and beaſtly manner ; that (being as yet farre off from 
the Bench) their hearts did ake with extreamity of laughter. But 
when they came necre to the ſeat whereon Meſſer Niccolao ſate, 
they plainely perceiued,that it was == cafle to be crept vnder,and 
withall,that the board wherecon he ſct his feet, was rotten and bro- 
ken,ſo that it wasno difficultmatrer , to reachit, and pullic downe 
as a man pleaſed, and let him fall bare Breecht to the ground. 
Chearevp your ſpirits (my hearts)quoth Nlaſo, ard if your longing be 
like to mine , wewill hane yonder Breeches 4 good deale lower, for 1 ſee 
how it may be eaſily done. 

Laying thei: heads rogether , plotting and contriuing ſcuerall 
waycs, which mightbe the likelyclt ro compaſſe their intent : cach 
ofthem had his peculiar appointment , to vndertake the bultneſle 
without fayling, and it was to be performed the next morning. Ar 
_ thehoureaſſigned, they met there againe, and finding the Court 
well filled with people, the Plaintiftes and Defendants carneſtly 
pleading: Matteuz-20 (before any body could deſcry him,was cun- 
ningly crept vnder the Bench, and lay cloſeby the board whercon 
the Iudge placed hus feete. Then ſteptin Haſo on the right hand 
of Meſſer Niccolao, and tooke faſt hold on his Gowne betore; the 
like did #6: on the left hand,inall reſpects anſwerable to the other. 
1h my Lord Iudge (cryed Malo out aloud) 1 humbly intreat you for 
charities ſake before thus pilferiag knaue eſcape away from hencegthat 
1 may hane Iuſtree againſt him, for flealing my drawing-oner ſtocke- 
ings, which be ſlowly denyeth,yet mine owne eyes beheld the deed , it 
heinz now not aboxe fifteene dayes ſince, when firſt I bought them for 
mine owne vfc, 9 

Worthy Lord Indze ( cryed Ribi, on the other ſide) doe not beleeue 
what he ſaith, for he « apaltry lying fellow ,, and becauſe hee knew 1 
came hither to make my complaint for a Male or Cloakebag which he 
ſtole from me : heergeth this occaſion for a paire of drawing Stocke. 
ings, which he delinered me with his owne hands, If your. Lordſhip 
will not credit me,tcanproduce as witneſſes, Trecco Fs Shoemaker, 
with Monna Grafla the Souſe-ſeller, and he:thut fweepes the Church 
of Santa Maria a among ey” art him when he came poſtang hither, 
Maſo haling and tugging the udge by thelecuc, would not ſuffer 
tim to heare R762, bur cryed outſhill for Iuſtioe againſt him,as he did 
the like on the contrary lide. nn il ont 

During the time of this their clamourouscontending , the Tudge 
being very willy willing to hcare cither parry : Matteuzzo, vpon a 
ſigne recciucd from the other, which was a word in- Maſoes plea- . 
ding, laide holde on the broken boord, as alſo on ——_ low- 
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hanging Beecch, pluckingar them both ſo ſtrongly , that they fell 
downe immediately , the Breeches being onely ryed bur with one 
Poynt before. He hearing the boards breaking wnderneath him;and 

ſuch mame pullivg at tus Breeches; ſtroue(ashe ſare)to makethem 
faſbbefore,bur the Poynt being broken,and Maſo crying in his earc 

on the one fide , as: Rib; did rhe like in the other, hee was 2r his 

wits end to defend himſelte. My Lord(quorth Maſo) you may bee a- 
ſbamed that you doe me not Tuſtice , why will you not heare mee, but 
wholly lend your eare to mine Aduerſary ? My Lord (ſaid Ribi) newer 

w4s Libell preferd into this Court, of (uch a paltry trifling matter,and 
therefore I muſt and will haue Iuſtice. 

By this time the Iudge was diſmounted from the Bench, and 
ſtood onthe ground, with his louenly Breeches hanging about his 
hceles : Matteuzzobeing cunningly ſtolne away, and vndiſcouered 
by any body. Rb, thinking he had ſhamed the Iudpe ſufficiently, 
wentaway , proteſting, that he would declare his cauſe in the hea- 
ring of a wiſcr wm And Maſo forbearing to tupge his Gowne 
any longer,in his departing,faid. Fare you well Sir,you are not wor- 
thy to be a Magiſtratejf you haue no more regard of your honour and 
honeſty, but will pat off poore mens ſuites at your pleaſure. So both 
went {cuerall wayes,and ſoone were gone out of publike view. 

The worſhiptull Indge feſſer N:ccolao ſtood all this while on 
the ground ; and, in preſence of all the beholders, truſſed vp his 
Breeches, as if hee were new riſen out of tus bed : when berter be- 
thinking himfelfe on the matters indifference, he called for the rwo 
men , who contended for the drawing ſtockings and the Cloake- 
bag ; but no onecould tell whar was become oftthem. Whereup- 
on,he rapt out a kinde of Iudges oath, ſaying : I will know whe- 
ther it be Law orno heere in Florence, to make a Iudee fir bare 
Breechr on the Bench of Iuſtice, and in the hearing of criminall 
Cauſes; whereat the chicfe Poteſtate,and all the ſtagders by laugh- 
ed heartily. 

Within fewe dayesafter,he was informed by rot of his cſpeci- 
all Friends, that this had neucr happened to him, Þurt onely to te- 


ſiific, how vadcrſtandingthe Florentines are , intheir ancieug4 5 
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ſtitutions and cuſtomes,to embrace, louc and honour, ho 


exc worthy Iudgesand Magitrazes; Whereas of the FRY, 
they as much condemne milcrable knaucs, fooles,and dolts, whe 


neuer merir to haucany betrer entertainment. Whereforc;ir would 
be beſt for him), to makeno more cnquiry after the parties z leſt a 


worſe inconucnience ſhould happen to him. ad \ Ns + 
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this application,they 2 o2ges Dates or Dow- 
ſets confeited im Alloes, which he receiued each after the. othes ; by 
meanes whereof they made him beleeue, that hee bad robde bimſelfe, 
And for feare they ſhould report this theft to bus wife, they made bim 
to goe buy another Brawne. 


The Sixt Nouell, 


Wherein is declared , how eaſily a plaine and ſimple man may be made 4 
foole, when he dealeth with crafty companions. 
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KS Hilofratis had no ſooner concluded his Nouell ,4nd the 
2 R28 wholc Aſſembly laughed heartly rherear:bitt thEQueen 
GRIr 2auc command ro Madame Philomena-, that ſhiec ſhould 
follow next in order; whereupon thirs ſhee began. Worthy Ladves, 
« Phitoſtrarns, by cdling ro memovie the nant of Malo Je Soggio, 
hathcontented you with another terry Noubll lice? ning him'-'\t the 
[ame manner muſt 1 intreat you to ytmember vice -apaine Calahdrino 
and bis ſubtle Conſorts, by apretty tale which 1 meant to tel[you; how, 
and 7 | What manner they were revenged on him , for going to ſecke the 
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Needlefle weteany freſh relationto you, what manner of peo. 
ple thoſe three men were, Calandrino, Brzno, and Bafſalmaco, hes , 
cauſealready you haue had ſufhciem vnderſtanding of them. And by 
therefore,asattinduttionto my. diſcourſe, I muſt rell you, that C#- 
Lapdriwe had a ſmall-C -houſe, ina Village ſome-whatniecte 
to Florence, which came to hitn by the marriage of his Wife, A- 
mong other Cartleand Poultry; which he kept there in ſtore , hee 
hada young Boare readie farred for Brawne, whereof yearly he v- 
ſed to kill one for his owne prouiſion; and alwaies in the month of 
December, heand his wife reſorted to their village houſe, to hauc 
2 Brawne both killed and falrted. © 
It came to pafſeatthis time concerning my Tale, thit the Wo- 
man being ſomewharterazie and fickly, by her Hosbands vnkinde 
viage, whereof you heardfolately :; Caland:ino went alone to the 
killing of his Boare, which comming tothe hearing of Bruno and 
Buffalmaco, and that the Woman could by no meancs be there: to 
paſſe away the timea little in merriment, they went to a friendlie 
Companion of theirs, an honeſt ijouiall Prieſt , dwelling nor farre 
off from Calandrinoes Countrey houſe. 
- Thefame morning as the Boate was kilde, they all three wenr 
thither, and Calandrino ſeeing them in the Prieſts companic : bad 
themall heartily welcome ; andto acquaint thetn with his good 
Husbandry, hce ſhewedtherThis houſe, andche Boare where it 
hung. They perceyuing itto be faire and fat, knowing alſo, that 
Calandrino.intended to falt it for his owne {tore , Bruno ſaide vnto 
him : Thou art an Aſſe Calandrino, ſell thy Brawne, and let vs make 
merrie with the money : then let thy wife know no otherwiſe, bat that 
it was ftolne from thee, by thoſe theeues which continually haunt coun- 
try honſes, eſpecially in ſach ſcattering Villages. | 
Oh mine honeſt friends, anſwered Calaridrino, your counſel! x not 
to be followed, neither i my wife ſo eaſie to be per ſwaded: thu wer the 
readieft way to make your houſe a hell, and ſhe to become the Mater- 
Duel : therefore talke no further, for flatly I will not doe it . Albeir 
they labourcd him vety earneſtly, yet all proved norto anie pur- 
poſe : onely he defited them to ſuppe with him ,. but in fo coldea 
matner;avthey denyed him, and paired thence from him. As they 
walked on the way; Bran aide to Bufſalmiare. Shall we three (ths 
nmght ) rob him of his Brawne? Tea marry (qtoth Buff:tmacoYBow 
% 1280 bedone?'T haue(faide Bruno) atretdic foltf4 the medytes to ef 
feit re of be take tt mt ffoh the phice where liff ve faw It. Ler v3 Hoe 
# then (anfivered Buffatrndco) why ſPrWdwe'ndt go it ? Sir DOMME 
heere arid wt} will halt good chenve with it among out felites. ' The 
nunbleNridt was wforwardas thi beſt ; ard th&tn buy - 
by agrcechon; B/1wvths ſpake: My delicate Sir Domine, 'A? 4 


cunning 
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cunning muſt be our maine helps : for thou knoweſt Buffalmaco,what 
4 pn. 4 —_ CnblinS, glad and readze to drink alwaies on 
other mens expences: let vs go take him with vs to the Tavern, where 
ahe Prieſt ( for his owne honour and reputation) ſbal offer to make pai- 
mnt of the whol: reckoning, without ary © 4 farthing of his , 
— he will not be a little ioyfull, ſo ſhall we bring to paſſe the ref 
of the buſineſſe, becauſe there is no body in the houſe, but onely him- 
ſelfe: for he 1s beſt at eaſe without company. | 
As Bruno had propounded, fo was it accordingly performed, 8 
when Calandrino perceyued, that the Prieſt would fufter none to' 
pay, but himſclfe, he dranke the more freely ; and when there was 
no necdc at all, tooke his Cuppes couragiouſly .one after another . 
Two or three houres of the night were ſpent, before they parted 
trom the Tauerne, Calandrino going diretly home to his honfe, 
and inſtantly ro bed, without any other ſupper, imagining that he 
had made faſt his doore, which (indeede) heleft wide open:ſleep- 
ing ſoundly, without ſuſpition ot any harme intended varo him, 
Buffalmaco and Bruno went and ſupt withthe Prieſt, and ſo fooneas 
ſupper was ended, they tooke certaine Engines, for their berter en- 
tering into Calandrinoes houſe, and ſo went onto effect theyr pur- 
poſe. Finding the dooreſtanding readie open, =P enteredin, 
rooke the Brawne, carried it with them to the Prieſts houſe and af- 
terward went all to bed, | 
When Calandrino had well {lept after his Wine, hearoſe inthe 
morning, and being deſcended downe the ſtaires; finding the ſtreet 
doorc wide open, he looked for rhe Brawne, but it was gone. En- 
quiring of the neighbours dwelling neercabout him, hee could 
hearc no tydings of his Brawne, but became the wofulleſt man in 
the world, telling euery one that his Brawne was ſtolne. Brano and 
Buffalmacobcing riſen inthe morning, they went to viſite C alay- 
arino, to heare how he tooke the off of his Brawne : and hee no 
ſooner hada fight of them, bur he called them to him;zand withthe 
teares running downe his checkes, ſayde : Ah my deare friendes, 1 
am robde of my Brawne. Brunoſtepping cloſely to him, ſayde in his 
eare : It is wonderfull, that once in thy life time thou pa 5 wiſe. 
How? anſwered Calandrino, 7 ſpeake to you in good earneft.Speake ſs 


ſullin earneit(replied Bruns )and cry it out ſo loud as then canſt,then 
let who liſt beleene it tobe true. : 


' . Calanarinoſtampt and fretted exceedingly, ſaying : ' Ar Tam « 

true man to God, my Prince, and Countrey, Tell thee truly, « that my 
Br awne u ſtolne. Say ſo ſtill Ibial thee (anſwered Bruno) end let a 
the world beleexe thee, if they lift to do ſo, for Imill not, Wonldſt thou 
(quoth Calandrino) have me damne my ſelfe tothe dinell? i ſee thew 


doft not credit what I ſay : bat would I were hanged by the wecke, of ' 


ct 
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benot true, that my Brawne ws ftolub. rHomcuw'; 


Bruno? Dd x0! I ſed it in thy haſt yeſterrght'?  wanldſt 1han bays 
me belecue, that it is fiowncaway-?,i\Altheugh it & nat flowne evuay 
(quoth Calandrino) yet 1p rertdin,that it de ftolne away:for which 
1 am weary of my life, becanſe Tdare not go heme to mine omnchanſe, 
in regard my wife will nener beleent it; andyct if be ſhould credits it, 


C 


we are ſure 10 hare no peace for a twelwemanths ſpace. 

Bruno,(ecming as1t he were more then halfe forrowfull ,yet ſup- 

orcing tilt his tormer icſting humor, ſaide : Now truſt meeCalan. 

11110, if it be ſo, they that did it are much too blame. if it be ſo? an- 
fycred Calandrino, Belike thor vvouldſt hae mice blaſpheme Hea- 
new, and all the Saints theretn : I tell thee once azaine Brune,that this 
Lift night my Brawne was ſtolze, Be patient good Calandrino, reply- 
cd Buffalmaco,ard if thy Brawne be ſtolne from thee, there are means 
. enow to get it agarne. Meanes evow to getit againe ? {11d Calandri- 
no, 1 would faine heare one likely one,and let all the reſt go by. I am 
ſ:re Calandrino, anſwered Buttalmaco, thor art verily perſwaded, 
that no Theefe came from India, to ſleale thy Brawne from thee : 11 
wyich reſpect, it muſt needes thenbe ſome of thy Neighbours : vuhom 
if thou couldſt louingly aſſemble together, I knowe an experiment to 
be made wvith Bread and Cheeſe, whereby the party that hath it will 
quickly be diſconered. 

I hauc heard (quoth Bruro) of ſuch an experiment, and helde it 
t0 bc infallible ; but it <xtenderh onely vato perſons of Gentilitie, 
whercofthere are but few dwelling hcere abour, 2nd inthe caſc of 
ſtcalinz a Brawne, it is doubtfull toinuite them, neither can there 
b2 any certainty of their comming. 1 confeſle what you fay, aun- 
ſwered Buffalmaco,to be very true: but then inthis matter,ſo ncre- 
l;” concerning vs to be done, and for a deare Friend, what is your 
aduic:? T would haue Pilles made of Ginger , compounded with 
your beſt and og Malmſey,then let the ordinary fort of peo- 
plc be inuitcd (for {uch onely are molt ro be miſtruſted) .ondrhey 
willnot faile to come, becauſethey are viterly iznorant of, our in- 
:cnion. Belides, the Pilles may as well bee lallowed and conle- 
cratcd, as bread andcheeſeon the like occalion., Indeede youlay 
trac (replyed Buffalaaco) but what istlic opirionot Calandrine f 
Is he willing to haue thistryallanade,or nos X e6,by almeanes, 
anſwcred Calaxarino, | for gladly Lwould knew who hath folne 
my Brawnc; and yourgood words have (maredicgkalicyeamdor 
red mealready inthis caſe. TS MOOT Oh 

Well then (quorh Bruno) 1 will take the putnes t8 g0 184 lprexer,to 
prouige all things negeſſarie for thy ſecret ſeruce, put I, 4r{166k 
bed with money 102ffatt it. Calandrive hadiorge formy tht 


then about him,which ke delivered to Br 499, who profcotly Wax 
. | 5 ro 


- 
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to Florence, to a frend of his an Apothecarie, of whom he bought 
a of white Ginger, which hee cauſed hira t6 corbwm.c 
ſmall Pilles : and rwo other beſide of a eſ-datesor Dowſers, 
confetted all ouer with ſtrong Aloes,yet well moulded in Sugare, 
asallthe reſt were : and becauſethey ſhould the more eafily bee 
knowne fromthe other,they were ſpotted with Gold, in verie for- 
mall and Phyſicallmanner. He bought moreouer, a big Flaggon 
ofthe beſt Malmeſey, returning backe with all theſe thingsto Ca- 
landrino,and direfting him inthis order. 

You muſt put ſome friend in truſt, to inuite your Neizhbors( eſpeci.. 
ally ſuck as you ſuſpeit ) to a breakfaſt in the morning : and becauſe it 
i done as 4 feaſt in kindneſſe, they will come to y ou the more will:yg. 
ly. Thu night will ] and Buffalmaco take ſuch order, that the Pilles 

fra haue the charge impoſed on them, and then wee will bring them 

hither azaine in the morning : and I my ſelfe (for your ſake) will de- 
liner them to your gueſts, and performe what ſoener is to bee ſayde or 
done. Onthe next morning, agoodly company bcing aflcmbled, 
vndcrafiire Elme before the Church; as well young Floreatypes 
(who purpoſcly came to make themſciucs merry)as neighbouring 
Husbandmen of the Village: Bruno was to beginthe {cruice, with 
the Pils in a faire Cup,and Buffalmaco followed him with another 
Cup.todeliuer the winc out of the Flaggon, all the company bec- 
ing ſct round,as inacircle; and Bruno with Buffa[-.1co being inthe 
midſt of them,Bruno thus ſpake. 

Honeſt friends ,it s fit that I ſhould acquaint you with the occaſion, 
why we are thus met together ,and in this place: becauſe if anie thing 
may ſeeme offenſine toyou ; afterward you ſhall make no complaint of 
me. From Calandrino (our louing friend heere prefent ) yeſternizht 
there was a new-kild fat Brawne taken, but who hath dane the deede, 
as yet he knoweth not, and becauſe none other, but ſome one (or more) 
heere among vs,muſt needs offend in this caſe : he deſiring to wnder- 

ftand who they be, would hane each man toreceine one of theſe Pilles, 

and afierward to drinke of thus Wine, aſſuring you all, that whoſoener 
ftole the Brawne hence, cannot be able to ſwallow the Pill: for it wil be 
ſo extreme bitter in his mouth, 4s it will enforce him to Conghe and 
ſpet extraordinarily. In which reſpett,before ſuch a notorious ſhame 
be receinedandin ſo goodly an aſſembly ,as now are heere preſent : it 
were much better for him or them that haue the Brawne,to confeſſe it 
in private to this honeſt Prieſt, and1 will abPaine from vrzing anie 
fuch publike proofe. DE hs 5 

Hy one there preſent anſwered, that they were well conten- 

ted tocateand drinke , and letthe ſhame fall where irdefer- 
ued; whereupon, Bruno appointing them how they ſhould fir, and 
placing Calandrinoasoneamong them : he began his hits" 
CXOrcume, 
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exrciſine, oiuing each man a Pill, and Buſſah " © - | a TE» 


afterit. Butwhen hecamero Calandri#d,tetooke one of them 
which'was made of the Dogges dates or Divers, atid deliuerine 
it into his hand, preſently hee put it into his tadarh and chewed it ; 
So ſoone as his tongue taſted the birter-Aloes,Hebeoar ro coughe 
and ſper extreamly, as being vtterly vnable, to endurethebitter- 
neſſcahd noyſome ſmell. Theother menthacthad receyued the 
Puls, heganneto gaze one vpon another; to ſeewhoſe behmiour 
ſhould diſcouer him; and Bruzo having not (as yet) delivered Pils 
to them all, proceeded on ſtill in his bulinc{e, as ſeemin» nor to 
heareany coughing, rill one behinde him, aide. What meancrh 


> k 


Calandrinod; thus ſpetting and conghins ? | 
Bruno ſodainely turning him about, and ſeeing Calandrinots 
covgh and [pet inſuch ſort, ſaidetothe reſt. Be xot too raſh !hoxeſt 
Friends ) in indgins of any man, ſome other matter (then the Pille) 
ay procure this Coughing, wherfore he ſhalli eceiueancther the het- 
ter tocleave your beleefe concerning him, He hauing pur the ſecond 
prepared Pill into his mouth, while Brano went toferue the reſt of 
the Gueſts : if the firſt was exceeding bitterro hisraſte, this other 
made it a great deale worſe,for tcares ſtreamed forth of his eyes as 
biggeas Chrrry-ſtones,and champing and chewing the Pill, as ho- 
ping it would ouercome his coughing ; hecoughed and ſpett&'the 
more violently, and ingrofler manner then he did before, nordid 
they gtue him any wine tohelpe it. PEYn2g mt onto 
Buffalmaco, Bruno, and the whole compa fiy, percetuing how he 
continued ſtill his coughing and fpetting, ſaideall with bne poyce; 
That Calandrino was the Theefe to himſelf -andgaue hirtimanie 
vrofle ſpeeches beſide, all departing homewitorhar houſes, very 
much difpleaſed and angry with him. Afrerthey were gonz;none 
remained with him burrhe Prieſt, B-anzo and Bif#/maco,who thus 
ipake to Calandrino. 1 did ener thinke, that thou waſt the theefe thy 
ſelfe, yet thou imputcadſt thy robbery to ſome other, for feare weſbould 
once drinke freely of thy purſe, 48 thou haſt done many times of ours . 
Calandrino, who had not yet ended his coughing and petting, 
hvare many bittcr Oathes, that his Brawnc was ſtolne from him . 
Talke ſo lonz as thou wilt, quoth Buffalmaco, thy knauery i both 
knowne and ſeene, and well thou mayſt be aſhamed of thy ſelfe. Calan- 
drino hearing this, grew deſperately angry ; andto incenſe him 
more, Br«zothus purſued the marter. 
Heare me Calandrino, for I ſpeake to thee in honeſt earneſt, there 
was 4 nan in the company, who did eate and drinke heere among thy 


neighbours, and plainly told me, that thou keptſt ayoung Lad heere to + 


do thee ſeruice, feedinz him with ſuch victuals as thou couldſt ſpare, 
by him thou didſt 35 ni thy Brawne, to one that bought it of thee 
V 


for 
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"Tor foure Crownes, anely to couſen uo wife and vs. Canſt they 

not yet learne to leanethy mocking and ſcorning ? Thos haſt fargorte, 
how thou broyghtſt vs tothe plaine of Mugnone, to ſeeke for blath in- 
viſible tones: which haning found thou concealedſt them ta thy ſelfe, 
Sealing hom inwiſibly before vs, and making vs follow like fooles af. 
ter tee. | 

Now likewiſe, by horrible lying Oathes and perinred proteftations, 
thou wouldſt make vs to beleeue, that the Brawne ( which thou haſt 
cunningly ſold for ready money )was ſtolne from thee out of thy houſe, 


when thou art onely thc Theefe to thy ſelfe, as by that excellent rule of 
Art-(which neuer faileth) hath plainly, to thy ſhame, appeared. wee 
being ſo well acquaintcd with thy deluſions, and knowinz them per- 
feitly, now do plainly tell thee, that we mean not to be foold any more, 
Nor & it unknowne to thee, what paines vvee haue taken, in making 


this ſingular peece of proofe. Wherefore we inflict this puniſhment on 
thee,that thou ſhalt beſtow on thu honeſt Prieſt and vs, twocouple of 


Capons,and a Flaggon of Wine, or elſe we will diſcoucr this knanery of 
thine to thy Wife. | 
Calendrine perceiuing, that all his proteſtations could winne no 
credit with them, who had now the bh remaining in their owne 
hands,and purpoſed to deale with him as they pleaſcd : apparant- 
ly aw, tharſighing and forrowdid nothing auaile him. Moreouer, 
ro fall jnto his wiues tempeſtuous ſtormes of chiding, would bee 


worſe to him then racking or torturing : he gladly therefore gaue 
them money, tobuy the two couple of Capons and Wine, being 
heartily contented likewiſe, that hee was fo well deliuered from 
them. So the merry Prieſt, Bruno, and Buffalmaco, hauing taken 
200d order for falting the Brawne; cloſely carried it with them ro 
Florence, leauing Calandrinoto complaine of his loſſe,and well re- 


quited, for mocking them with the inuiſible ſtones. 
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A young Gentleman being a Schollef, fellin 


oucwith a Eadie; named 
Helena, ſhe being a Widdow,” aj*d additied inaffeition to'\andther 
Gentleman. One whole night in cold winter, ſhe raufed the Srhul- 
ler to expett her comming, in anextreqamefooft and ſnow. 11) re- 
wenge whereof, by hygmagined Art and Skill; he made her'ro ftaind 
naked on the top of a Tower,the ſpace of a vohole day,and inthe ho 
moneth of luly, to be Sun-burnt and bitten with Waſpes ard Flies. 


The ,cuenth Novell.. © 
Serning as an admonition to all Ladies and Gentlewomen ,not to mock 
or ſcore Gentlemen-Schollers, wvhen they make mea nes of lone to 
them: Except they intend to ſeeke their owne ſhame, by diſeraring 
theme. Fes 
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Reatly didthe Ladies commend Madame Philomenaes 
Nouel], laughing heartily at yoore Calandrino, yet fa 
ving withall, that he ſhould be fo knauiſhly cheated, not 
onely of his Brawne, but two couple of Capons, and a Flagzon of 
Wine beſide. Burthe whole diſcourſe being ended ; rhe Quecne 
commanded Madame Parprnea, to follow next with her Noucll, 
and preſently ſhethus began . 7r 7 19 oftentimes (bright beak-. | 
ties)that mockery falleth on him, that intended the ſame untq ang- 
ther : And therefore 1 am of opinionhat there is very litle wifedimns 
declared on him or ber, woho taketh delight in mocking any Bs: 

| V 2 mu 


I muſt needs confe (H 


that we haue ſmiled at many mockeries and de 


ceits related inrhoſe excellent Nonels olrich we have ”el- 
without eny dfve renente returned but encly in this laſt of fily Calan. 
drind. whaeferel « now My determination to vrgcakeind of com. 


jonate htwſion, vpon a very iuft retribation, happening to 4 
os II. Carre od ber ſcorne fell deſermeatly opon her 
felfe, remaining mocked, and to theperill of her life . Let m2 then aſe 
ſore you, that your diligent attention may redound to your benefit be. 
cauſe if you Kt your ſelues(henceforward) from being ſcorned by o- 


thers : you ſhall expreſſe the greater wiſedome, and be the better war , 
ned by their miſhaps. 


As yet there are not many yeares ouer-paſt, ſince there dwelt in 
Florence, ayong Lady, deſcended of Noble p:rentage,very beau- 
tifull, of ſprightly courage, and ſufficiently abounding in the goods 
of Fortune, ſh: bring named Miadame Hetexa,- Her delight vvas 
to liuc inthe eſtate of VWiddewhood, defiring to match her ſelfe 
no more in marriage, becauſe The bare affeftion to a gallant young 
Gentleman, whom ſhe had made her prinate cleftion of,and with 
whom (hawng excluded all other amorous cares and cogitations) 
by es of her Waiting-woman, ſhe had diuers mcctings, and 
kndeccifereaces. 

It chmcedattheverie ſamertime, another young Gentleman of 
our Citie, called Reniero , hauing long ſtudied inthe Schooles ar 
Pars, returned home to Florence, not to make ſale of his Learning 
and experience, as many doe : bur to vnderſtand the reaſon of 
things, as alfo the cauſes and cffets ofthemy which is meruailou- 
ly fitting for any Gentleman. Bcing greatly honourcd and eſtee- 
med of cucry one, as well for his courtcous carriagetowards all in 
generall, as for his knowledge and excellent parts : heliucd more 39 
bkea familiar Citizen,theniathenature of a County Gentleman, 
albeit he wes choiſcly reſpeedn cither Rare, 

But, as oftentimes it commeth to pale, tharſich as ure endued 
with the beſt indecment and viderſtanding ini natiirall occaſions, 
arc ſooneſt caught and intanglcd in the ſnarcs of Loue: ſo fel it out 
with-our Scholler Renjero, who being inuited toa ſolemne Feaſt, 
in company of other his eſpeciall Friends; this Lady Helena, atty- 
redin her blacke Garinents (as Widowes commonly vſeto wear) 
was likewiſe there a Gueſt. His eye obſcruing her beauty and gra- 
cious demeanour, ſhe ſeemed inhis iudgement,to be a Woman ſo 
compleateand perfe&, as he had neuer ſcenc her equall before: & 
therefore, he accounted the man more then fortunate , that vvas 
worthy to embrace her inhisarmes.Continuing this amorous ob- 


{eruation ofher from timeto tune, and knowing withall, that roſe 
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and excellent things are not ea{ily obtained, but by painefult Rudy 
labour,and endeauour ; hee reſolued withhimſ Loney, jo 
put in praQife all his beſt parrsvf joduſtty, onely ro honour'and 
pleaſc her,and atraining to herconteqration;©uwould be rhemweans 
ro winne her loue, and compaſſethereby his hearrsdefire. -.: * *. 

The yong Lady,who hxcd nothereyes'on inferiburſubieRs{bur 
eſtcemed her ſelte aboue ordinary reathorcapacity ) could, moout 
them artiacially, as curious women well know-how rovyoec; loo- 
king on every {ide about her,yet not itra gaddingorgrofſe mannet: 
for the was not ignorant inſuch darting pglaunces , as proceeded 
from an enflamed affetion, which appearing plainely in &eniere; 
witha pretty ſmile, (hee ſaid to her ſelte. 7 am nor come hither this 
diy in vaine ; for tf my indgement faile me not.l thinke I have caught 
aWoodcocke by the Bill, And lending him acutmivg looke or two, 
queintly caricd with the corner of her eye; ſhe gaue hima kinde of 
pcrſ[wading apprehenſion, that her heart was the guide to her eye. 
And in thisartificial Schoole-rricke of hers, thee carryed therewith 
another conl1deration,to wit,that rhe more other eyes fedde them- 
ſelu2son herperfettions, and were ( well-necre) loſt in them be- 
yond recouery : {0 much thegreater reaſon hadiheto account his 
fortune beyond compariſon, that was the ſole maſter of herhearr, 
and had her Joue at his command. 

Our witty Scholler hauing ſctaſide his Philoſophicall conſidera- 
tions, ſtrouc how he might beſt vnderſtand her carriage rowatd 
him,and belecuing that ſhe beheld him with pleaſing regards ; hee 
Jearnedto know the houſe where ſhee dwelt , paſling daily by the 
doore diuers times, vnder colour of ſome more ſerious occaſions: 
wherein the Lady very proudly gloricd,in regard of rhe reaſons be- 
fore alleadged , and ſeemed to aftoord him lookes of good liking. 
Being led thus with a hopefull perſwaſton, hee foundthe meanes to 
gaine acquaintance with her waiting-woman, reucaling to her his 
mtireaftetion , deſiring her ro worke for him in ſuch ſort with het 
Lady, thar his ſernice might be gracious in her acceptance. The 
Gentiewoman made him a very willing promiſe , and immediately 
did his errand to her Lady z who heard her with no ſmall pride and 
Pn, and breaking forth int a ſcornefull hughter , thus 

c ſpake. 

Arcillatfor ſo ſhe was named)doft thou nor obſerue how this Srhol- 
ler s come to loſe all the wit heere,which he ſindyed fo long for inthe 
Vniuerſity of Paris ? Let vs make him onr onely Table arenment and 
ſeeing his folly ſoareth b high,we will feed him with ſuch a dyet as tt 
deſerneth. Yet when thou ſpeakeſt next with him, tell him, that Iif- 
feit him more then he can doe me ; but it becommeth me to be tarefitll 
of mine honowr,and jo walke with an vntainted brow as ther Ladirs 
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and Gentlewomen doe : which he is not to miſlike gf he be ſo wiſe as he 
maketh (bew of, but rather will the more commend me. Alas good 
Lady lack-wit, littlc did ſhe vnderſtand ( faire aſſembly) how dan- 
gerous a caſcit is deale with Schollers. 
Ar his next meeting with the waiting woman , ſhee deliueredthe 
AS her Lady had command her,whercof poore Reniers was * 
ſoi : that hee purſued his louc-ſuite the more carneſtly , and 
began to write letters, ſend gifts, and tokens, all which were ſtil] re- 
cciued , yet without any other anſwere to giue hope, butonely in 
erall, and thus {hee dallicd with him a long while. Inthe cnd, 
TT ned this matter ro her ſecret choſen friend, who fell ſud- 
denly (icke of the head-ake,onely through meere conceit of jealou- 
lie : which ſhe percceiuing,and grieuing to be ſuſpetted without any 
cauſe,cſpecially by him whom {hee eſteemed aboucall other ; ſhee 
intended to rid him quickely ofthat Idle diſeaſe. And being more 
and more ſolicited by the Scholler,ſhe ſent him word by her maide 
Ancilla,that(as yer)ihe could find no conuenient <7 an oogt ,to 
yeeld him ſuch aſſurance, as hee ſhould not any way be diſtruſtfull 
of her loue. 

Bur the Feaſt of Chriſtmas was now neere at hand , which affor- 
ded leiſures much more hopefull, then any other formerly paſſed. 
And therefore,the nextnight after the firſt Feaſting day, ithe plea- 
ſed to walkein the open Court of her houſe : ſhe would ſoone ſend 
for him,into a place much berter beſecming, and where they mighe 
freely conuerſe togerher. | 

Now was our Scholler the onely iocond man of rhe world, and 
failed not the time affigned him, but went vnrothe Ladies houſe, 
where Ancilla was ready to glue him entertainment , condufting 
him intothe baſe Court, where ſhe lockt him vp faſt, vatill her La- 
dy ſhould ſcnd for him. This night ſhee had priuately ſent for her 
ftricndalſo, and fitting merrily at ſupper with him, told him, what 
welcome ſhe had giuenthe Scholler, and how ſhe further meant ro 
vie him, ſaying. Now S:r, conſider with your felfe, what hot affett;- 
on 1 beare to him, af whom you became fo fonaly iealons. The which 
words were very welcome to him, and made him extraordinarily 
joyful; defiring ro ſee them as effeRually performed,as they appea- 
red to him by her proteſtations. 

Heere youare to vnderſtand (Gracious Ladies) that according 
tothe ſeaſon of the yeare,a great ſnow had falne the day before, ſo 
as the whole Court was couercd therewith,and being an exrreame 
froſt vpon it,our Sdholler could not boaſt of any warme walking, 
whenthe teeth quiueredia his head with cold, asa Dog could not 
bemore nary» Pg ct hope of enioying Loues recom- 
pence at lemgth, made him to ſupport allthis inuury withadmirable 
PaLICNCe. Vith- 
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with me (deare hears) into my Ohwwyher , and there at a fecret lrrtle 
window,l ſhall ſbew thee what he dvrh;xhav drone thee 10 ſuch a ſpite. 
an of me,and we ſhall heare befedeywhat anſwere he will oige m j; maize 
Ancilla,vhom I will fend th comfort him in his coldmeſſ.. 

When ſhe had [ofaidjrhey werier6the appointed chamber win- 
dow,where they could calily ſee iy, but be notthem : andthe 
they heard Axcilla allo. calling to him forth of another windowe, 
ſaving. $1gn107 Renieto , my Lady & the woſulleſt woman in the 
world,becauſe ( as yet ) ſhe cannot come to ypu, in regard that one of 
her brethren came this enenins to viſtte ber,and held her with much 
longer diſcourſe then ſhrexpetted > whereby ſhe was cenſtrained to in- 
vite him to ſup with her ,and yet he is not zone, but ſhortly I hope hee 
will,and then expet her comming preſently . till when, ſhe entreateth 
y our geple ſuſferance. [ 

Poore Remero,our ouer-credulous Scholler,whbſe vehement af- 
fection to Madame Helena, ſo hood-winkt the fight of his vnder- 
[tanding, as he could not be diftruſtfull of 'any guilt ; returned this 
an{wereto Ancilla. Say to your Lady that T am bourd in duty,to at= 
terd the good honre of her leiſure, without ſh much us the very leaſt 
preiudicate conceite in me : Neuertheleſſe, entreat hey , to let it bee ſo 
ſoone as ſhe poſcibly may becauſe here ts miſerable walking, and it be. 
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cininneth againe to ſnow extreamely.. Ancilla making faſt the Caſe- 


meut,went preſently to bed ; when Helenaſpake thus ro her amo- 
rousfriend. - What ſaiſt thou now ? Doeſt thou thinke that I loued 
him,as thou waſt 4 x pcs of ? If 1 did, he ſhould nener walke thus in the 
froſt and ſnow; Sogaway went they likewiſe trom their cloſe gazing 
window,and ſpent wanton dalliances togerher , laughing, and de- 
riding(with many bitter eaunts and ieſts)the lamentable condition 
of poore Renters. 

About the Court walked hee numberlefle times, finding ſuch 
exerciſes as he could beſt acuiſe, ro compaſle warmth in any man- 
ner: no ſcateor ſhelter had he any where , either to cale himlelte by 
litting downe a while,or keepe him from the ſnow, falling continu» 
ally on him, which made him beſtow many curſes on the Ladies 
Brother,for his ſo long tarrying with her, as belecuing him verily 
to be in the houſe,vr le the would(long before) hauc admitred his 
cntrance,burtherein his hope was mcerely deceiued. It grew now 

to be about the houre of midnight, and Helena had delighted her 
{clfe with het friend extraocrdinarily,til ar laſt thus ſhe ſpake to hin. 
» What is thine opinion of my amourous Scholler? Which doft thou 1nex- 
Line to be the greateſt, tither his ſenſe and indgement, or the affettion 
Ibeare to him? Is not this cold ſufferance of this, able to quench the 
vivlews hoat of bus lonevextrematic, and having fo much ſnow broth 
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is belpeit ? Beleene me ( fiweet Lady ) quoth hier friend, as hee is & 
ptr learned Scholler , Ipitty that he ſbould bee thus vngently 


dealt withall : but as he is my riuall and lones enemy, Icannot allow 


him the leaſt Cc ompaſcion, reft mg the more Cc onfidently aſſared of your 
loue to me which I will alwayes eſteeme moſt precious. 

When they had ſpent a long while in this or the like conference, 
with infinite ſweetkitles and embraces intermixed , then ſhe os 
againe in this manner. Deare /oze (quoth ſhe) caſt thy Cloake about 
thee,as [intend to doe with my night mantle, and let ws Ftep to the 
little window once moreto ſee whether the fuming fire,which burned 
in the $ chollers breſt( as daily auouched to me in hw loue letters )be as 
yet extin& or no. So going to the window againe, and looking 
downe into the Court, there they ſaw the Scholler dancing in the 
ſnow,to the cold tune of his tecths quiuering and chartering, and 
clapping his armes about his body, which wasnopleaſing melody 
to him. How thinkeſt thou now ſweet heart ( (aide ſhe) cannot 1 
make a man daunce without the ſound of a Taber ,or of a Bagpipe ? yes 
beleeue me Lad) gaorh he)/ plaineperceiue you can,and would be ve. 
ry lothe,that you ſhould exerciſe your cunning on me. Nay, {aid ſhee, 
we will yet delight our ſelues a little more, let vs ſoftly deſcend downe 
the ſtayres, euen ſo farre as to theCourt doore: theu ſbalt not ſpeake a 
word, but I will talke to him , and heare ſome part of his quiuering 
lanzuaze, which cannot chooſe but bee paſsing pleaſing for ws to 
heare. 

Out of the Chamber went they, and deſcended downe the 
ſtayres tothe Court doore; where, withour openingir,ſhe laide her 
mouth to a ſmall cranny, and ina low ſoftkinde of voyce, called 
him by his name : which the Scholler hearing, was exceeding ioy- 
fal,as belccuing verily,that the houre of his deliucrance was come, 
and entrance now ſhould be admitted him. Vpon the heatingof 
her voycc, hee ſtept cloſe to the doore, ſaying. For charirres ſake, 
good Lady let me come in,becauſe I am almoſt dead with coldgwhere- 
torhus ſhe anſwered in mocking manner. / make no .doubt(my deare 
friend Reniocro) but the night i indiffcrent colde , and yet ſomewhat 
the warmer by the Snowes falling : and 1 haue heard [ha Fe wea- 
ther as thu ,u tenne-times more extreame at Paris , then heere in our 
warmer Countrey. And truſt me, I am excetdine ſorrowfull , that 1 
may not (as yet) open the doore, becauſe mine unhappy brother, who 
came (vnexpetted )yeſter-night to ſuppe withovre,) i28t yet gave, 6s 
within a ſhort while(1 oy ) hewill, and then ſball Ps open 
the doore to you,for I mage an excuſe to fteale little from hins, onely . 
20 chearc you with this ſmall kind of comfort,thart his ſo long tarrying 
might be the leſſe offenſine to you. anno end; 
as 5 
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bee then ſo fanonrable to me,as to free me from forth this openCdurt, 
where there s5 n0 ſhelter oy helpe for me, the ſnow falling ſtill. ſo:exo2e- 
dinzly,as a man might ef be more then halfe buried init:-let me be 
but within your doore and there Twill wait your own good leiſure. Alas 
deare Reniero(anſweared Helena) I dare not doe it, becauſe the doore 
maketh ſach a noyſe in the opening, as it will be 100 caſily heard bywy 
prother : but I will gve and wſe ſuch meanes , as ſhortly hee ſoxlfoer 
him gone, aud then 1 dare boldly gine you entrance, Doe ſo govd 
Madame, replyed Reniero , and let there be a faire fire made ready, 
' that when 1 an within I may the ſooner warme my ſelfe ; ſor Ja »#ſ6 
{!rangely bennummed with colde,as well-neere T am paſt all ſence of fee- 
lint. AE, | 12, 

Car it be poſcible (quoth Helena )that you ſhould be (o benummed 
with colde > Then I plairely perceiuve,that men can lye in their toue 
letters, which 1 can ſhew vader your own hand how you fryed in flames, 
and all for my lone, and ſo hane you written to me inenery letter; 
Poore credulous women are often ths deluded,in beleenins what men 
write and ſpeake out of paſsion : but Iwillreturne backe to my Bro- 
ther,and make n0 doubt of diſpatch,becanſe I would gladly hane your 
Company. 

The amourous Friend to Helena, who ſtood by all this while, 
laughing at the Schollers hard vſage,returned vp apaine with herto 
her Chamber, where they could nor take a iote of reſt, for flouting 
and ſcorning the betrayed Scholler. As for him poore man, hee 
was become like the Swanne, coldly chatrering tus tcerh together, 
1a ftranoc new kindeof harmony to him. And perceiuing him- 
{cite to be racerety mocked, heattempted to get open the doore,or 
how he right paſſeforrh at any other place : but being no way a- 
blero compatle it, he walked vp and downe like an angry Lyon, 
curling che hard quality of the time, the diſcourtelic of the Lady, 
the 0ucr-redions legrh ofthe night; bur( moſt of all) lis owne 
tolly 1nd limplicity,in being fo baſely abuſedand guide. Now be- 
v4n the hear of his former affection to Helena, altered into as vio- 
lentadeteſtation of her ; Yea , extremity of hatred in the higheſt 
dcgroe ; beating his braincs, and ranfacking euery corner of inuen- 
tion,by what mcanes he might beſt be renenged on her,which now 
he more carncſtly defired to effec, then to enioythe benchit of her 
loue,or t) te embraced betweene her armes. 

Atrer th:t the ſad and diſcomfortable night had ſpent it ſelfe, 
the break of day was beginning to appeare; Azcillarhe waiting- 
V-oman,according as the was inſtructed by her Lady, went downe 
and opened the Court doore , and ſeeming exceedingly to com- 


patio a:rethe Schollers vntortunare night of ſuſterance, (aide ynto 
um. 
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Alas courteous Gentleman ,in an vnbleſſed houre came my Ladyes 
brother hither yeſter-night,infliting too much trouble vpon vs, and 
4 grienons tine of affliction to 90s, But I am not tgnorant, that you 

eing vertuom and a indicious Scholler, haue an inuincible ſpirit of 
pacience,and ſufficient under ſianding withal ; that what this night 
could nat affoord, another may make a ſound amends for. This I can 
and aare ſufficiently aſſure you ghat nothing could be more diſpleaſine 
to my Lady neither can ſhe well be quieted in her mind: vntill ſhe haxe 
__ double and treble requitall, for ſuch a ſtrange vnexpettedin- 
conuenience, whereof ſbe had not the very leaft ſuſpition. 

Reniero (wclling with diſcontentment , yet wiſely clouding ic 
from open apprehenſ1on,and knowing well enough, that ſuch gol- 
den ſpeeches and promiſes,did alwaies ſauour of what intemperate 
ſplecne would more lauiſhly hauc vented foorth, and rhercforc in a 
modeſt diſſembling manner ; without the leaſt ſhew of any anger, 
thus he anſwered. 

In good ſadneſſe Ancilla,T htue endured the moſt miſerableſt night 
of colde,froſt and ſnow,that ener any poore Gentleman ſuffered , but 1 
know well enouzh,your Lady was not in any fault thereof, neither me- 
riteth to be blamed, for in her owne perſon(as being truely compaſs10- 
nate of my diſtreſſe)ſhe came ſo farre as the doore of this Court , to ex. 
cuſe her ſelfe, and comfort mee. But 4s you ſaide , and very well too, 
what hath failed this night,another hereafter may more fortunately 
performe : in hope whereof,commend my lone and duteous ſeruice to 
her,and (what elſe remaineth mine)to your gentle ſelfe. 

So our halte frozen Scholler, ſcarcely able to walke vpon his 
legges,returned home, ({o well as hee could to his owne loaging ; 
whcre,his ſpirits being gricuoully out of order, and his eyes ſtaring 
gaſtly through lacke ot (lcepe : he lay downe on his bed,and after a 
little reſt, he tound himſelfe in much worſe condition then before, 
as meerely raken lamein his armes and his legges. Whereupon 
he was inforccd to ſend for Phititions, to be adufled by thew coun- 
cell,inſuch an extremity of cold recciued. Immediatcly,they made 
\ prouilion for his heaithes remedic ( albeit his nerues and finewes 
could very hardly extend themſclucs)yet in regard he was yong,& 
Summer ſwitly drawing on; they had the better hope of afteaing 
his ſafty,outot ſo great and dangzrous a cold. 

Butatter he was become almoſt well and luſty againc , hee vied 
to be {eldomeſeenc abroad for an indifferent while concealing his 
intended reuenge ſecret to himſelfe,yerappearing more afteftionate 
to Madame Helena,then formerly he al Bak 

Now,it came to paſſc(within no long while after ) that Fortunc 
being fauourable to our iniured Scholler, prepared a new accident, 
wherby he might fullycfc his harts deſire. For the luſty yong Gal- 
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lant,who was Madame Heleneerdoaredaddingjand delightzmdgfor | 
whoſe ſake) the dealt fo inhun | with pooge! Rejvitro c bevamb 
weary of her amouroys ſeruice;a s falhein liking of another 
Lady,ſcorning and diſdaining/his formicr Miſtreſſe 5 wherear ſhee 
grew exceedingly dilpleaſed,,and begarito langhniſh-in fighes 21d 
reares, © 1 dB ID NCT 44 $1 Res Ns 1 
But Anc3{{a her waiting-woman, compatſſionating the perilous 
conditionof herLadyygand knowing no-likely meancs whereby to 
conquer.this oppreſſing melancholly , which ſhee ſuffered for-the 
lofſe ofher hearrs choſen friend : artlengrh ſhe began to conſider, 
that the Scholler ſtill walked daily by the doore, as formerly hee 
was wont to doe, and ( by him) there might ſome good be done. 
A fondand fooliſh opinion ouerſwayed her, thatthe-Scholler 
was extraordinarily skilfullin the Art of Nigromancy , 'and could 
thereby ſo ouer-rule the heart of her loſt friend, as hee ſhould bee 
compelled to loue her againe, inas efteQuall manner as before 
herewith immediately ſhe acquainted her Lady, who.btingas raſh- 
ly credulous , as her maide was opinionartiue (neuer conſidring, 
thatifthe Scholler had any experience in Negromancy,hee would 
thereby haue procured his owne ſuccefle) gaue releefe ro her fur- 
miſe,invery Llouiall and comfortable manner , and cntreated her 
in all kindnes,toknow of him, whether he could workeſuch a buſt- 
neſſe,or no,and (vpon his vndertaking to cftc&t it) ſhee would giue 
abſolute aſſurance,rhat (in recompence thereof;) he ſhould vntai- 
nedly obtaine his hearts deſire. Arcilla was quicke and expeditious, 
in dcliuering this meſſage todiſcontented Renters, whoſe foule bein 
ready to mount out of his body,onely by conceit of ioy ; cheareful- 
ly thus he ſaid within himſclfe. Gracious Fortune | how highly am 1 
chlized to thee for this ſo great a fauour ? Now thou haſt bleſt me with 
a happy time,to be iuſtly reuenged on ſo wicked a woman , who ſought 
thewviter ruine of my life, in recompence of the unfaigned affetionT 
bareher, Returne to thy Lady (quoth he) and ſaluting her firſt on 
ny behalfe hid her to abandon all cart in thu buſineſſe ; for, if her a- 
mourous Friend were in Indial woald make him come ( in meere de- 
ſpreht of his heart ) and craue mercy of her for hg-baſe tranſgreſcion. 
But concerning the meanes how,and in what manner it i ta bee done, 
eſpecially on her owne behalfe : 1 willimpart it to, her / ſoone as ſbe 
plea Fry : faile not to tell her ſo conftantly frominegvith all my '#tmoſt 
parnes at her ſernzce. ny S | | 
Ancilla came iocondly home with her anſwere,and a concluſion 
was ſer downefor thcir mecting cogether-at'Sarmta Liicia del prazo, 
which accordingly was performed, in very ſolemne conference be- 
tween them. Her tond affeion. had ſuch pawer oucr her;that ſhee 
kad forgot, into what peril ſhe orOggat hisli&,by luch o_—_ 
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nigh>wealke : butdiſcloſedall 
the wasto loſe fo deare a friend; and defiring him to exerciſe his vt- 
moſtheighe of skil,,with large promifes ofher manifold fauotrs ro 
him; whereto our Schollerthus replyed. 

Very tree it is Madam, that among other ſindies at Pars, Tlearned 
the Art of Nezromancy, the depth whereof 1 am as skilfull in, as anie 
other $choller whatforuer. But, becauſe it is greatly diſpleaſing vnto 
Gad, I made awow nener to vſe it, either for my ſelfe, or anie other. 
Neuertheleſſe, the lone I beare you is of ſuch power, as I know not vvell 
how ta denie, whatſoener you pleaſe to command me: in which reſpett, 
if in doing you my very beſt ſernice, I were ſure to bee ſeized on by all 
the dinels : I will not faile to accompliſh yoar deſire, you onely haning 
the power 10 command me. But tet me tell you Madame, it is a matter 
not ſo eafre to be performed, as you perhaps may raſbly imagine, eſpeci- 
ally, when a Woman would repeale a man to loue her, or a man avvo- 
man: becauſe, it is not to be done, but by the perſon vuhom it proper« 
ly concerneth. And therefore it behoneth \that fuch #s would hane this 
buſineſſe effected, muſt be of a conſtant minde, without the leaſt ſcruple 
of feare : becauſe it is to be accompliſhed in the darke might ſeaſon , in 


wuhich difficulties 1 doe not know, how you ave able to wuarrant your 


ſelfe, or whether you haut ſuch courage of ſpirit, as (with bolanes ) 


to aduenture. 


Madame Helena, more hot in purſuite of her amorons content- 
ment, then any way goucrned by temperate diſcretion, preſently 
thus anfwered.Sir,Lone hath ſet ſuch a keene edze on my vnconquer- 
able affection, as there is not any dawneer ſo difficult, but I dare reſo- 
lutely vadertake it, for the recouery of him, who hath ſo ſhamefullie 
refuſed my kindneſſe: vuherefore (if you pleaſe ) ſhew mee,vwherein 1 
muſt be ſo conſtant and dreadleſſe. The Scholler, who had (more . 
then halfe ) caughta right Ninny-hammer by the beake, thus re- 
plyed. Madame, of neceffity I muſt make an imageof Tin, inthe 
name of him whom youdefireto recall . Which when I have ſent 
you, the Moone being then in her full, and your (elfeſtripr ſtarke 
naked : immediately after your firſt ſkeepe, ſeauentimes you muſt 
bathe your ſelfe with it ina ſwiftrunning River. Afterward,naked 
as youare, you muſt climbe vp ypon ſome tree, or clſe vponan vn- 
inhabited houſetop, where ſtanding dreadleſſe of any perill, and 
turning your face tothe North, with the Image in your hand Aea- 
uen times you mult ſpeake ſuch wordes,as I willdeliner to you in 

oo 7 alas ſo SEES them, two goodly Ladics (the 
very fair euer you wil appeare vnto you, p 
ciouſly faluring you, and demanding what you wal Tein f con 
to performe for you. Safely you may ſpeake vntothem, = > 
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of the next night following, yourfriend wil cone intcores to you, 
and humbly crauc your pardon on his knees; beeing never ble 43 
terward to be falſe to you, orkaue yout Lowe forany other what- 
{ocucr. | | 72) V? 11013 

The Lady hearing theſe regs) gon: very ſettled beleefe to the, 
unagining vnfainedly, that ſhee had (morethen halfe) recouered 
her friend already, and held him embraced berweeneher armes:in 
which jocond perfivaſion, the chearful blood mounted vp into hir 
checkes, and rhusſhe replyed. Neuer make you any doubt Sir, but 
that I can ſufficiently pertorme wharſdener you have faid, and am 
prouided of the onely place in the workd,where ſuch awezghry bu- 
linefleis to be eft:Red. ForT have aFarme or dairy houle, '\neere 
adioyning ro the vale of Ar#o, & clofely bordering vpon the fame 
Riuer. Itbeeing now the monerh of Iuly, the moſt connenienteſt 
time of all the yeare to bathe m; I can bee the caſier induced there- 
unto. = 

Moreouer, there is hard by the Riuers fide a fmal Tower or Tut- 
ret vninhabited; whereinto few peopledo ſfildome enter, but onely 
Heard{men or Flocke-keepers, who aſcend yppe(by the helpe of a 
wodden Ladder) to a Tarraffe on the top of the ſaide Tower, to 
looke all abour for their beaſts, whenth&yp ar&wandred aſtray : tt 
ſtanding in a ſolitary place, and out of the eominion way or reſort . 
There dare I boldly aduenture to mourit vþ; and with the invinci- 
ble courage of a wronged Lady (not fearing to looke death himſelf 
inthe face) do al that you haue preſcribed, yea, andmuch more, to 
recouer my deare loſt Loueragaine, whom I valueequal with my 
owne Lite. bs, | 

Reniero, who perfetly knew both the Dairy Farme,and the old 
ſmal Turret, not a hietle toyful, ro heare how forward ſhee vvas to 
ſhame her ſelfe, anſwered in this manner. Madrme, I was never in 
thoſe parts of theC ountry, albeit they are ſo neere#o ow- City, ther- 
fore Imuſt needs be ignorant, not ontly of your Farwie, but the Turret 
alſo. But if they and in ſuch connenitnt manner as you hant dbſcri- 
bed, all the wvorld could not yeelde the like elſemheve, ſo apt ere fatn- 
ble to your purpoſe : wherefore vvith ſuch txpeation fot frm 
vſc, I will make the Imaxr, and fend it you, a5 diſs the charwt, werie 
fairely written. But let me emtreate y0u, that wwhen you have vhtey- 
ned your hearts deſire, and are able to tudge trachyof my lone nl fer- 
nice: nos 18 be unminafull of me, but (at your beff ey Repo 
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whas you haue with ſuch pro NO promiſed, which ſhee gave him 
ber Foam pur faith t0 do wie ut 405 inopeach or hinderance :'and ſo 
parting, ſbe returned bome ta her houſes, ot 
Ourouer-ioyed Schollerapplauding his happy Starres, for fur- 
thering him with ſo faire a way to hus reuenge31mmagining tharit 
was already halfe executed, madethe Image indue forme,8& wrote 
an old Fable, in ſted of a Charme ; - both which he ſent tothe La- 
dy, ſo ſoone as he thought thetime to be tiring : and this admoni- 
tion withall, that the Moone being entering intothe tull, without: 
any longer delay, ſhe might venter on the buſineſle the nextnighr 
following, and remaine aſſured to repoſleſle her friend. Afterward 
for the better pleaſing of himſclfe, he went ſecretly attended,onely 
by his ſcruant,to the houle of a truſty frend of his, whodwelt ſom- 
whatncereto the Turret, thereto expect the iſſue of this Lady-like 
enterprize. And Madam Helena accompanied with none bur Anczl. 
la,walked on to her dairy Farme,where the night enſuing, pretend- 
ing to take her reſt ſooner then tormcrly ſhe vied to doe, the com- 
manded Ancillatoga to bed,referring her (elte ro her beſt liking. 
After (he had ſlept her firſt ſleepe(according to the Schollers di- 
reion)departing ſoftly our of her chamber, ſhe went on towards 
theancient Tower,ſtanding hard by the river of Arzo,looking eue- 
ry way heedfully about hir,leaſt ſhe ſhould be ſpied by any petſon. 
But perceiuing hir ſelfeto beſo ſecure as ſhe could defire 4 purring 
off all her garments,ſhe hid them ina ſmall brake of buſhes : after- 
ward, holding the Imagein hir hand, ſeuentimes ſhe barhd hir bo- 
dy in the riuer,and thengzcturned back with itro the Tower. [The 
| Scholler,whoatthe nights cloling vp of day, had hid himſelfe a- 
mong the willowes 8 other trees,which grew very thick aboutthe 
Tower,faw both hirgoing and returning from the Riuer,and as ſhe 
paſſed thus naked by him, he plainly perceyued, thatthe nights ob- 
{curity could not cloud the delicate whirenes ot hir body,but made 
the Starres themſelues to gaze amoroufly on her , cucnas ifthey 
were proud to behold her bathing,and (hike fo many twinkling Ta- 
pereh ſhewed hir in emulation of another Dians. Now. what con- 
its thisſight cauſed in the mind of our Scholler,one while,quen- 
ching tvs hatctull ſpleen towards hir,al coueting to imbracea picce 
of ſuch perfe&tion:another while, thinking ita purchaſe fit for one 
of C&p1ds (oldicrs,to ſeize and ſurprize hir ypponſo faire an aduan- 
tage,none being ncercto yeild her reſcue:in the fiery triall of ſuch 
cemprations,I am not able to iudge,or to ſay, what reſiſtance fleſh 
and blood could make, being oppoſed with ſuch a ſweet enemy. 
Bur he well conſidering what ſhe was,the greatnes of his iniury, 
aSalſohow, and for whom : he forgorallwamonallurements of 


Loue,ſcoming to emertaine a thought of compaſſion , continuing 
con- 
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conſtant in his re{olution, to let her luffer,as he himſelfe had done. 
So, Helena being mounted vp on the Turret, and turning her face 
towards the North; ſhe repeated hoſe idle frivolous words (com- 
poſed in the nature of a charme) which ſhee had recciued from the 
Scholler. Afterward, by ſoft and ſtcaling ſteps, hee went into the 
old Tower, and tooke away the Ladder, whereby ſheaſcendedto 
the Tarras, ſtaying and liſtening, how ſhee proceeded in heramo- 
rous exorcilme, 

Seuen times ſhe rehearſed the charme to the Image, looking (till 
whenthetwo Ladics would appearein their likeneſfe, and folong 
ſhe held on her imprecations (feeling greater cold, then willinglic 
ſhe would hauc done) that breake of day beganto ſhew it ſelfe,nnd 
halfe deſpairing ofthe Ladies comming, according as the Schvller 
had promiſed,ſhe ſaid to her ſelfe : I much miſdonbt, that Reniero 
hath quitted me with ſuch another peece of nieht-ſernice, as it vv as 
my lucke to beſtow on him : but if he hane done it in that reſpett, hee 
was but it aduiſed in hs reuenze , _ the night wants now three 
parts sf the length, as then it had: and thecold which he ſuffered, was 
far ſuperior in quality to mine, albeit it is more ſharp now in the woy- 
ning,then all the time of night it hath bin. | 

And, becauſe day-light ſhould not diſcoucr heron the Tarrafle, 
ſhe went to make her deſcent downe againe : but findingthe Lad- 
derto be taken away, & thinking how her publike ſhame was now 
incuitable, her heart diſmayed,and ſhee fell downe ina ſwoune on 
the Tarras : yet recoucring her ſenſesafterward, hergreefeand ſo- 
row excecdcd all capacity of viterance. For, now the becaine ful- 
ly perſwaded, that this proceeded from the Schollers malice, te- 
penting for her vnkinde vſage towards him, but much more con- 
demning her ſelfe,for repoſing any truſt in him, who ſtood bound 
(by good reaſon) to be her encmy. 

Continuing long in this extreame aMition, and furueighing all 
likely meanes abouther,yhereby ſhe might deſcend fromthe Tar- 
ras, whereof ſhe was wholly diſappointed : ſhe began to ſighe and 
weepe exceedingly, and inthis heauy perplexiry of ſpirit, thus ſhee 
complaincdro herſelfe. Af:;ſerable andwnfortunate Helena, what 
will be ſaide by thy Bretheren, Kindred, Neighbours, and generallic 

throughout all Florence, when they ſhall know, that thou waſt founde 
| heere on this Turret ſtarke naked ? Thine honourable carriaze, and 
honeſty of life, heeretofore free from a thought of ſuſpition, ſhall novy 
 bebrandedwith deteſtation., and if thou wouldſt cloud this miſhappe 
of thine, by ſuch lies and excuſes,as are not rare amongit women: yet 
Renicro that wicked Scholler who knoweth all thy priny compatting, 
will land as a thouſand witneſſes againſt thee, and ſhame thee before 
thewhole City,ſo both thine honor and loued frieud are loſt for ener. 


Having 
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Having thus conſulted with her ſelfe, many delperate motions 
entred her mind c,to throw her (clte headlong trom off the Tarras ; 
rill better thoughts wone poſlcfiton of her ſoule. And the Sunne 
being riſcn, thee went to euery cornerot the Tarr2s, toeſpye any 
Lad comeabroad with his beaſts, by whom ſhe might ſend tor hr 
waiting-women. Abourrhis inſtant,the Scholler who l: ly {iceping 
(all this while) under : buſh,ſudden!y awaking ; ſaw her looke o- 
uer the wall,and ſhe likewiſe eſpycd kim; . whereupon hee laid vnto 
her. Good worrow Madame Helena, 1 hat ? arethe Ladies. come yet 
or 20 ? liclena hearing his ſcorning queſtion, and grieuing that hee 
ſbould fo deludeher : in teares and lamentations,the intc-rcd him 
to come neere the Tower, becauſe the delired ro ſprake with him. 
Which courtcfte he did not deny her, and the lying gcrouclng vp- 
on her breſt on the Tarras , to hide her body that no part thereof 
might be ſcene,but her head;weeping, fheſpake thus to him. 

Renicro ,vp0r my credit fT5 methee anillyights reſt, thou haſt 
well reuenzed that wrong on 3/07 , although wee are cw in the 
moneth of luly, 1 hanc beeae ako Ww ith extremity of cola (inre- 
ard of my nakcAneſſe) ener 2 alot frozen todeath : beſide my conti- 
anall tearcs and lament: 7 that folly perſwaged my tobe leene thy pro- 
teflations, wherein 1, count it well-acere miraculo:, s, Ihat mine cyes 
ſyould be capable of. any ſight. Aud therefore I pray thee,no7 in ri | 6a 
of any lone which thou canſt pretend tobeare mt , but for reoard of thin 
owne /elfe,bein? a Gentleman ard a Scholter, that this Print; hment wh! h 
thou hajt already mnflicted vpon me may | UN "8 for my former amiurics 
towards :ihee. ,4nato old thy ſeif JE7CUCRIE « filly, as alſo permit Wm 24r- 
mcnts lo bebr YOM 7110 me, that 1m: '/ deſcena tr 172 Gee; w1eut taking 
tnat from me wrich afterward alth ou7h thou Wouldjt) thor ranft ne- 
wer veftore med meane mine Pononr, find conſi fer ww Nabuly fu , that 
alven thou auift na: muy my comp.ny that x ahappy mobt, yet than nat 
power to Co1nm: tn me at any time wienſ oener,with m1kimo #14739 GIucr- 
futes of . CNS for ONE 1? ts Jt Fence 07 ly Commiitel Content thy ſeije 
ther: good IR CNICTO Ard 4s thou art an hon, /t Gentleman , ſay ithon art 
ſufficcent! ly reuenped on me, in makins me cearely confelſe me Owe 
errour. Nencr C2 erciſe thy walice pon apoore iveake woman, for the 

Eavle diſaaincen to bray on tre yeeiains Done : ani therefore im meere 
pitty.and for mantoods ſakeve my releaſe from open [/,ame and reproch, 

The Scholler, whoſc enutous ſpicenc was {wolnc very great, in 
rcmembring iuch a mailciois cruclty excraled on him \bcholding 
hier to weepe and make ſuch lamevractions, tound 1 fieree conflict 
in his thoughts, betweene content 1 og per ye [rt did nor 4 intle 10y 
and content him thatthe rcucnge which hee fo carneitly de liredto 
compatlic,was now by him lo cftectualiy 1! if ed. And 1 # 11 incere 


humanity)pitty prouoked him,to commullcrate tlic Ladies on - 
c 


 II—_ - I i 
Pe I — i ——_——@S____ —— 


tn 


gouerned by\>Mfratlam Lauretta. = 


———_ — _ =O 


Pn ew ————_—_— 


ſed condition: but clemency being ouer-weaketo with[tand his 
rigor,chus he replied. 'Madam Helena,if mine tytreaties (which, to 
eake truly,Lnener knew how to ſteepe mn tears,nor wrap'p my words 
in ſugar Candie,ſo cuningly as you women know how to do )conld hane 
prenailed,that miſerable night when1 was well-yeere frozen to death 
with cold,and meerly buried with ſnow in your Court,not hanine anie 
place of reſcue or ſhelter; your complaints would now the more eaſily 0- 
ucr-rule me.But if your honor in eſtimation, bee now more precious to 
you thei heretofore, and it ſeemeth ſo offenſiue to ſtand there naked - 
counert your perſwaſ1ons & prayers to him, 1n whoſe armes you vvere 
that night imbraced,both of your triumphing in my miſery when pooy 
I trotted about your Court, with the teeth quiuering in my head, and 
beating mime armes about my body, finding no compaſsion in him, or 
you. Let him bring thee thy Garments, let him come helpe thee down 
with the Ladder, and let him haue thecare of thine honour, on whom 
thou haſt bene ſo prodigall heretofore in beſtowing it,and now haſt un- 
womnly throwne thy ſelfe in perill, onely for the maintenance af thine 
immoieſt deſires. 
why dojt thou not call on him to come helpe thee? To whom doeth it 
more belone,then to him? For thou art his,and he thine. why the ſhold 
any other but he help thee in this diftreſſe? Call him( foole as thou art ) 
t,.d try, if the loue he beareth thee,and thy beſt underſtanding ioyned 
with his,can deliner thee out of my fottiſh detaining thee . Ihane not 
forzot,that when you b6th made a paſtime of my miſery thou ajdſt de- 
mand of him, which ſeemed greateſt in he opinion, either my ſottiſh 
ſimplicity,or the loue thou bareſt him.1 ant not now ſo lrbeyall or conr- 
tcous,to deſire that of thee, which thou wouldſt not grant, if 1 did re- 
queſt it : Nog10,reſerne thoſe nizht fawours for thy amorows friend, if 
thou dgſt eſcape hence aline to ſee him againe. As for my ſelfe, F leaue 
thee freely to hes uſe and ſeruice: becauſe 1 haue ſufficiently payde for a 
rs faiſhood,gy wiſemen take ſuch warning,that they ſcorne tobee 
twice deceined,c} by onewoman. Proceed on flil in thy fiattering per- 
ſwaſions,terming me tobe a Gentleman and a Scholler thercby town 
ſuch fauor from me,that 1 ſhould think thy villany toward me,to be al- 
ready ſuff:ciently puniſhed. No,trecherous Helena,thy blandiſhments 
ca110t now hoodwink the cies of my underſtanding ,as when thou didſt 
out-reach me with thy diſloyall promiſes andproteſtations , And tet 
me now tell thee plainely, that all the vwvhile I'continuedin the V ni- 
werſitie of Paxis, 1nener attained wnts ſo perfett an vnderſlanaing 
of my ſelfe, as in that one miſerable ptght thou diddeſt enſtrutt mee. 
But admit, that 1 were enclined vnto a merafull and compaſsionate 
mine, yet thou art none of them. on whome milde and gracious 
mercy ſhould any way declare her «ffeits. For,tht end'of penance a- 
mong ſanage beaſts, ſuch as thou art, aud likewiſe of due _— 
| * ou7ht 
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ought to be death: whereas amone men, it ſbould ſuffice according to 
thine owne ſaying. Wherefore, in regard that I ammeither an Eagle, 
or thou « Doue, but rather a moſt venomous Serpent : 1 purpoſe with 
my vtmeſt hatred, and a: an ancient enemy to all ſuch as thiu art, to 
make my reuenze famous on thee. 

1 am not ienorant, that whatſoeuer I haut already aone unto thee, 
cannat properly be termed reuenge, but rather 07: ajajp . becauſe 
reuenge ouzht alwayes to exceede the offence, which( as yet )1 am farre 
enough from, For, if I aid intend to reuenge my wrongs,and remem. 
bred thy monſtrous cruelty to me : thy life, if I tooke it from thee, and 


ax hundred more ſuch as thy ſelfe, were farre inſufficient, becauſe in 
killing thee, I ſhould kill but a vile inhumane beaſt, yea, one that de- 


ſerued not the name of a Woman. And, to ſpeake truely, Art thou any 

more, or better ( ſetting aſide thy borrowed haire, and painted beauty, 
which in few yeares will leaue thee wrinkled and deformed) then the 
baſeft beegarly Chamber-ſtuffe that can bee ? Tet thou ſoughteſt the 
death of a Gentleman and Scholler as (in ſcorne) not long ſince, thou 
didſt terme me : whoſe life may hereafter be more beneficiall vnto the 
world then millions of ſach as thou art,to liue inthe like multiplicity 
of ages.Therefore,if this anguiſh be ſenſible to thee, learne what it ts 
to mocke men of apprebenſion, and (among [t them eſpecially) ſuch as 
are Schollers: topreuent thy falling hereafter into the l:ke extremity, 
sf it be thy good lucke to eſcape out of this. 

It appcareth to me, that thou art veric deſirous to come dewne hi. 
ther on the ground ;, the beſt counſcll that 1can gine thee, is toleape 
downe "p50 Hay that by breakine thy necke(if thy fortune be ſo faire) 
thy life and lothſome qualities ending together, I may ſit and ſmile at 
thy deſerued deſtruftion. I haue noother comfort to 711 thee but on- 
ly ro boaſt my happineſſe, in teaching thee the way to aſcend that Tow- 
er, andin thy deſcending downe (euen by what means thy wit ca beſt 
deriſe) make 4 mockery of me,and ſay thou haſt learned more, then all 
my Schollerſhip could inſtruct thee. 

Allche while as Renzerovrtered theſe ſpeeches, the miſerable La- 

dy ſighed and wept very gricuouſly, the time running on, and the 
Sunne aſcending higher and higher; but when ſhe heard him ſilent, 
thus ſhe anſwered. Ynkinde and cruel man, if that wretched night 
wes ſo greeuous to thee, and mine offence appeared ſo great, as neither 
my youth, beautie, teares, and humble interceſs10us, are able to de- 
r1ue any mercy from thee , yet let the lafl conſideration moone thee to 
ſome remorſe: namely that I repoſed new confidence in thee(whz Thad 
Uittle or no reaſon at all totruſt thee) and diſcouered the integritie of 
my ſoule vnto thee, whereby thou did/t compaſſe the meanes, topuniſb 
me thus deſeruedly for my ſinne. For, if I had not repeſed confidence 
;n thee, thow conldſt not (in this maner)haue wrought reuengt on me, 
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which although thou aidft earne lyronet, yet my raſh credulitie was 
thy onely _ Aſſwaze then thine anger, and graciouſly parton me, 
wherein if thou wilt be ſo merciful to me, and free me from this fatall 
Tower : 1 do heere faithfully promiſe thee, to forſake my moſt fel, 
and diſloyall friend, electing thee as my Lord and conſtant Loue 5a 
ener. 

Moreouer, although thou condemneſt my beauty greatly, efteeming it 
45 4 trifle nomentary,and of ſlender continuance; yet,ſuch as it is( benz 
comparable with any other womans whatſoeuer) 1 am not ſo ignorant, 


that were there no other reaſon to induce likinz thereof : yet men in the 


vigour of their youth(as I am ſure you think your ſelfe not aged) do hold 
it for an efþectall delight ordained by nature for them to admire and ho- 
pour. And notwiſtanding all thy crnelty extended to mee, yet I cannot 
be perſwaded,that thou art ſo flinty or Iron-hearted, as to defire my mi- 
ſerable death,by caſting my ſelfe headlong downe(like a deſperate madae 
woman) before thy face ſo to deſtroy that beuty, which (if thy Letters ly- 
ed not) was once ſo highly pleaſing in thine ezes. Takepitty then on mee 
for charities ſake becauſe the. S unne beginneth to heate extreamely : and 
a5 ouer-much colde (that onhappy night) was mine offence, (0 let not o- 
uer-iolent warmth be now my ter ruine and death. 

The Scholler, who ( onely to delight himſelfe ) maintained this 
long dilcourſing with her,rerurned herthis anſwere. Madame, you 
aid not repoſe ſuch confidence inme,for anypood will oraffection in you 
towaras me, but in hope of recouering him whomyou had loſt , wherein 
ou merit not aiot of fauonr , but rather the more ſharpe and ſeuere in- 
flition. And whereas you tuferre , that your ouer-raſh credulity , gaue 
the onely meanes to my renenge : Alas ! therein you deceine your ſelfe, 
for I haue a thouſand crochets working contruually in my brain wher- 
by to entrap a wiſer creature then a woman, yet veiled af vnder the 
cunninz cloake of lone,but ſauced with the bitter Wormewood of hate . 
So that, had not this hapned as now it doth ,of nereſsity you muſt haue 
falnc into another:but,as it hath pleaſed my happy ſtars to fauour mee 
therein,none could prooue more to your eternall ſcandall and diferace, 
then this of your owne deniſing, which I madechoiſe of, not in regard 
of any eaſe to you,but onely tocontent my ſelfe. * pre 2 

But if all other dewiſes els had failed, my oo was and is ny preaay- 
ling Champion, where-with I would hawe written ſuch and ſo many 

ſtrange matters ,concerning you in your very deareſt reputation, that 
you ſhould haue curſt the houre of your conception,cy wiſht your birth 
bad bin ahortiue.The powers of the pen are roo many & mighty ,wher- 
of ſuch weake wits as haue made na experience,avt the leſſe able to vc 
eny relation. 1 ſweare to you Lady,by my beſt hopes, that this reaenge 
whith (perhappes )-yqu eſteeme great and diſhonourable , i ns vvay 
compareable to the wyounding Lines of a' Penne, which can —_— 
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downe ſo infinite infamies (yet none but guilty and true taxations ) as 
will make your owne hands immeatate inſtruments, toteare the eyes 


from forth your bead and ſo bequeath your after dayes vnto perperuall 
darkeneſſe. 

Now, concerning your loſt louer, for whoſe ſake you ſuffer this n- 
expected pennance, although your choiſe hath proued but bad, yet ftill 
continue y our affeition to him : inreeard that I haue another Ladie 
and Miſtreſſe, of higher and greater deſert then you, and to whome 1 
will continue for euer conſtant. And whereas you thinke, the warme 
beames of the Sunne, will be too hot and ſcorching for your nice bogie 
to endure: remember the extreame cold which you cauſed mee to feele, 
and if you can intermixe ſome part of that cold with the preſent heat, 
I dare aſſure you,the Sun (in his higheſt heate) will be far more tem- 
perate for your feeling. 

The diſconſolate Lady perceiuing, that the Schollers wordes ſa- 
uoured'of no mercy, butrather as coucring her deſperate ending ; 
withthctcares ſtreaming downe her checkes, thus ſhe replied. el 
Sir, ſccing there 15no matter of worth in me,whereby to deriue a- 
ny compaſſhontrom you : yet for that Ladies ſake, whom you haue 
cletcd worthy to enioy yourloue, and ſofarre excelleth mee in 
Wiſcdomc; vouchlate to pardon mee, and ſuffer my garmentsto 
be broughtme, wherewith to couer my nakednefle , and ſo to def- 
cend downe from tius Tower, if it may ſtand with your gentle Na- 
turetoadmit it. 

Now b: gannc Rexzerato laughe very heartily, and perceiuing 
how ſwiftly the day ran onin his courſe, hefaide vnto her . Beleene 
me Madame Helena, you hane ſo comured meby mine endeered Ladie 
and Miſtreſſe, that I am ao lonzer able to dey you ; wherefore,tell me 
where your garments are, and I will brin? them to yor, that you may 
come downe from the Turret. Shcbekceuing his promile, rolde him 
where ſhe had hid them, and Rexzero departing fromthe Tower, 
commanded his ſeruant, not to ſtirre theace : bur to abide ſtill fo 
nccre it, as none might get entrancethere till his returning. Which 
charge was no {ooner giuen to his man, bur hee went to the houſe 
ofa ncere neighboring friend, where he dined well, and afterward 

laid him downeto fleepe. TEES 2 | 

Inthe meane while, Madame Helena remaining till on the To- 
wer, began to comfort her ſelfe with a littlevaine hope , yet figh- 
ing and weeping inceſlantly, ſeating her ſelfe ſo well as ſhee could, 

whereany ſmall ſhelter might yeelde rhe leaſt ſhade,in expectation 
of the Schollers reruraing : one while weeping, rhen againe ho- 
ing, but maſt of all-deſpairing, by his ſo long tarrying away with 
he Garments; {o that b ceing oucr-wearied with anguiſhand 
watching, ſhe fellintoa little flambering . Burt the Sunne was fo 


Cc” 


—_— — _ KOO - 
- ———C— ——_c—__——_@w__—__w 
—  __—_ — ” 


_ gonerned by Madame Lanretta. 83 


—_— —— 


— ———— > — —O——_———o + 


extreamly hor, the houre of noone being alr ;thatit thetr- 
ly parched herdclicate body, and Siamy Jo yoefau'r violently: 
as not onely it ſeared all the fleſh it touched: bur alſo cleft & chinke 
ir ſtrangely, befidebliſtersand other paintull {corchings inthe fleſh 
which hindred her ſleeping, tohelp her felf (by all poſſiblemeans) 
waking. Andthc Turret being couered with Lead, gaue the grea- 
tcr addition to her torment; tor, as ſhe remoued from one place to 
another, it yeelded no mitigation tothe burning heate, but parch- 
ed and wrinkled the fleſh extraordinarily , euenas when a viece of 
parchment isthrowne into the fire, and recouered out againe, can 
neuer be cxrended to his former forme. 

Moreouer, ſhe was ſo gricuouſly payned with the head-ake.as it 
{ccmed to fplit ina thouſand pieces, whereattherenceded no great 
maruaile, the Lead of the Turrer being ſo excecdingly hor, thar ir 
affoorded notthe leaſt detenceagainſt ir, or any repoſe to qualifie 
therorment : bur droue her ſtill from one placero another,in hope , 
of caſc,hut none was there to be found. 

Nor was thereany windeat all ſtirring, whereby; to aſlwagethe 
Sunnes violent {calding, or keepe away huge ſwarmes of Waſpes, 
Hornets, and terrible byting Flyes, which vexed her cxtreamely , 
teeding on thoſe parts of her body, that were rifte and chinkt, like 
crannies ina mortered wall, and pained her like ſo many points of 
pricking Needles, labouring ſtill with her handsto beate them a- 
way, bur yetthey faſtned on one place or other , and afflicted her 
in gricuous manner, cauſing herto curſe her owne life, hir amorous 
friend, bur (moſt of all)the Scholler, that promiſed to bring her 
Garments, and as yet returnednot. Now at ſhe ro gaze vpon 
cuery {ide about her, roeſpy ſome labouring Husbandmen in the 
ficlds, ro whom ſhe might call or cry out for helpe, not fearing to 
diſcouecr her deſperate condition: but Fortune therein alſo was ad- 
uerſe to her, becauſe the heats extreamity, had driuen all the village 
our of the ficlds , cauſing them to feede their Cattle about theyr 
owne houſes, or in remote and ſhadie Valleyes : ſothat ſhee could 
ſeeno other creaturesto comfort her, but Swannes {wimming in 
theRiucrof Arno,and wiſhing her ſelfe there a thouſand times with 
them, for to coolethe extreamity of herthirſt , which ſo much the 
more encreaſed,onely by the fohr thercof, and wrterly diſabled of 
hauing any. | 

She ſaw beſide in many places about her, goodly Woods,fayre 
coole ſhades, and Country houſes here and there difperſed; which 
added the greater violence to hir afflition, thar her defires (inall 
theſe) couldno way be accompliſhed. What ſhall I fay more con- 
ccrning this diſaſtrous Lady « The parching beames of the Sunne 
adaue her, the ſcalding heat of the Lead beneath her, the —_— 
an 
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and Flyes cucrie way ſtinging her, had made ſuchanalteration of 
her beautifull bodie : that, as it checkt and controlled the prece- 
dent nights darkeneſſe, it was now ſo metamorphoſed with red- 
neſle, yea, and blood iſſuing torth in infinite places, as ſhe ſeemed 
(almoſt) loathſome rolooke on, cominuing ſtill in this agonie of 
torment, quitevoyde of all hope, and rather expecting dearh,then 
any other coimtforr. 

Reniero, when ſome three houres of the afrernoone were ouer- 
paſt, awaked from f{leeping : and remembring Madame He/ena,he 
went to {ec in what io oe was 3 aSalloroſend his ſeruant vnto 
dinner, becauſc hc had faſtedall that day . She perceyuirts his ar- 
riuall, being altogether weake, faint, and wonderoufly ouer-weari- 
cd, ſhecrept on her knees to acorner of the Turret, andcalling to 
him, ſpake inthis manner. Rerzevo, thy reuenge exceedeth al man- 
hoode and reſpeRt: For, it thou waſt almoſt frozen in my Court, 
thou haſt roaſted me all day long von this Tower, yea, meerly broy- 
I:d my poore naked bodic, beſide {taruing meethorough want of 
Food and drinke, Be now then ſo mercitull (For manhoods ſake) 
 as$tocome vppe hither, and inflictrhar on me, which mine owne 
hands are not ſtrong enough to do, I meanethe cnding of my loa- 
thed and weariſome lite, for I deſire it beyond all comtortelſe,and 
I ſhall honour thee in the performance of it, If thou deny me this 
gracious tauour z at leaſt ſend me yppeaglaſſe of Warer, onely 
to moiſten my mouth, which my teares(being all mectrly dricd vp) 
are notabletodoe, ſocxtreame ts the violence ofthe Sunnes bur- 
ning heatc. 

Wellperceiued the Scholler,by the weakneile ofher voyce, and 
ſcorching of her body by rhe Suns parching beames, that ſhee was 
brought now to great cxtremity: which fight,as allo her humble i- 
ecrceflion, began to touch him with ſome compaſhon,neuerrheles, 
thus he replied. Wicked woman,my hands ſhalbe no means of thy 
death,but make vſe of thine owne, if thou be ſo deſirous to haue it: 
and as much water ſhaltthou get of me to aſſivage thy thicſt,as thou 
eaucſt mefireto comfort my treczing,when thou walt intheluxu- 
rious heat of thy immodeſt defires,and I wel-necre frozen to death 
with extremity of cold . Pray that the Euening may raine downe 
Roſe-water on thee, becauſe that in the Riuer of Ar»o isnot good 
enough for thee: for as little pitty doc I take on theenow, as thou 
didſt extend compaſhon to me then. 

Miſerable Woman that I am,anſwered Helena ; Why did the hea- 
nens beſtow beautie on mee, which others hane admired and honou- 
red, andyet (by thee) i viterly id jp ? More cruell art thou then 
any ſauage Beaſt, thus tovexe and torment mee in ſuch mercileſſe 


manner. What greater extreamity conldſt thou inflic} on me,if 1 had 
bin 
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bin the deftruttion of all thy Kindred, and lefte no one man lining of = 
thy race? I am verily perfwaded, that more cruelty canner be wſed x 
cainſt a Traitor, who was theſubnerſion of an whole Cittre, then ths 
tyranny of thine, roaſting me thu in the beames of the Sun, and ſuffe- 
ring my body to be deuowred with Flies, without ſo ſmall a mercie, as 
tozine mee a little coole water, which martherers are permitred to 
hane, being condemned by Inſtice, and led to execution : yeaWine alſo, 
if they requeſt it. | 

But, ſeeing thou art ſo conſtant in thy pernitions reſolue, as neither 
thine mn 200d Nature, nor this lamentable ſufferance in me,are able 
to alter thee : I willprepare my ſelf for death patienth,to the end,that 
Heauen may be mercifull to my ſoul, and reward thee inſtly ,accordin 
to thy cruelty. Which words being ended, the withdrew her ſelte 
towards the migdeſt of rhe Tarras, deſpairing of eſcaping ( vvith 
lite) from rhe heates violence ; andnort once onely , bur infinite 
times belide (among her other gricuous extreamities)ſhe was rea- 
dy to dyc with drought, bemoaning inceſſantly her dolorous con- 
dition, 

By this timethe day was well neere ſpent, andnight beganne to 
laſtcnonapice : when the Scholler Ummagining that he afflicted 
her ſufhciently)tooke her Garments, and wrapping them vp in his 
mans Cloake, went thence? to the Ladics houſe, where he found 
Ancilla the Waiting-woman fitting at the doore, ſad and diſcon- 
ſolate for her Ladies long abſence, to whom thus he ſpake. How 
now Arcilla ? Where is thy Lady and Miſtris Alas Sir (quoth 
ſhe) I know not. Ithought this morning to haue found her in her 
bed, as vſually I was wontto do, and where I letr her yeſternight 
at our parting : bur there ſhe was nor, nor inany place elſe of my 
knowledge, neyther can I imagine what is become of her,which is 
to me no meane diſcomfort. , 

Burcan you (Sir) fay any thing of her « Arcilla, ſaid he,I would 
thou had(t bin in her company, and at the ſame place where now 
{he is, that fome puniſhment for thy fault mighthaue falne vppon 
thee, as already it harh done on her.Bur bekeeue ir affuredly, rhar 
thou ſhalt nor freely eſcape from my fingers, till } haue inſtly paide 
thee for thy paines, to teachrhee to abuleany Gentleman, as thou 
aidit me. 2 14 0, 

Hauing thus ſpoken, hee called to his feruanct, ſaying. Giue her 
the Garments, and bid her go looke her Lady, if ſhe will. The Ser- 
uingmnan fulfilled his Maſters command, and Ancitia hauingrecey- 
ucd her Ladies cloaths, knowing them perfectly, and rememmbring 
(withally what h1d bin faid: ſhe waxed very doubcfull, leaſt they 
had{laine her, hardly refraining from cxclaming onthem,but char 


greete and hcauie weeping overcame her; fo that vpponthe Ny 
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lers departing, ſhe ranncin all haſt with the garments towardes the 
Tower. - 

Vpon this fatall and vnfortunate dap ro Madame Helera,it chan- 
ced, that a Clowne or Countrey Peazant belonging to her Farme 
or Dairy houſe, hauing two of his young Heyfers wandred aſtray, 
and he labouring in diligent ſearch to finde them : within a while 
after the Schollers departure, came to ſecke them in Woods about 
the Tower, and, notwithſtanding all his crying and calling for his 
beaſts, yet he heard the Ladies grecuous moanes and lamentations. 
Wherefore, he crycd out ſo lowd as he could, ſaying : Who is it 
that mourneth ſo aloft on the Tower? Full well ſhe knew the voyce 
of her peazant, and therefore called vnto him, andſayd in thisma- 
ner. 

Go (quoth ſhe)I pray thee for my Waiting-woman Anci/Ua,and 
bid her make ſome meanes to come vp hither to me. The Clowne 
knowing his Lady, ſayde. How now Madame? VVho hath ca:ri- 
cd yo:wyp thereſo high ? Your Woman Arcilla hath fought tor 
you all this day, yet no one could euer haue 1mmagined you to bee 
there. So looking abour him, .he clpycd the two fides of the Lad- 
der, whichthe Scholler had pulled in ſunder ; as alſo the ſteppes, 
which hc had ſcattered thereabour ; placing them in due order a- 
gaineas they ſhould bee, and binding them taſt with V ithies and 
Willowes. 

By this time Azci//a was come thither, who ſo ſoone as ſhee was 
entred into the Tower, could not refrain from teares & compliaints, 
beating hcr hands each againſt other, and crying our. Madam,Ma- 
dam, my deare Lady and Miſtreſſe ! Alas, Where are you ? So 
ſoone as ſhe heard the tongue of 4nc//la, ſhe replyed ({o well as the 
could) ſaying : Ah my ſweet Woman, I am heere aloft vppon the 
Tarras; weepe nor, neyther make any noyſe, but quickely brivg me 
ſome of my Garments. When thee heard her Gees in tuch com- 
tortable maner,ſhe mounted vp the Ladder,which the peazant had 
made very tirme and ſtrong, holding it faſt tor her ſafer aſcending 
by which meanes ſhe went vpon the Tarras. Beholding her Ladic 
in ſo ſtrange a condition, reſcmbling no humane body, but rather 
thetrunke of a Tree halfe burncd, lying flat on her face,naked,(cor- 
ched and ſtrangely deformed: ſhee beganne to teare thelockes of 
her owne hayre, rauingand raging in as pittifull manner, asifher 
Ladic had beene quite dead . Which ſtorming tempeſt, Madame 
Helena ſoone pacitied,entreating her to vſe ſitence, and helpe to put 

on her garments, | 

Hauing vnderſtood by her, tharno onekney of her being there, 
butſach as brought her cloathes, and the poore peazant, attending 
there {till ro do herany ſcruice : ſhee became the benter comforted, 

| cl- 


poore Clowne holpe tobeare downe his Lady vp on his 
backegheceuſerhe:Ladder ſtood notconucnijently cnough her 


like a Lyonin the deſert, 

When the Clowne had ſet his Lady ſafe on 2 faire green banke, 
he returnedto ice whatthe waiting woman ayled, and finding hcr 
lcg ro be.quitc broken: he caried heralſoto theſame banke,& there 
feared ber by her Lady:who: perceiving what a miſchance had hap 
ncd,and ſhe(from whom ſhe expected her onely beſt hulpe; to bee 
now in far greaterneceſſity her ſelfe : ſhce lamented excecedinoly, 
complaining on Fortunes cruel malice towerd her, inthus heaping 
one miſery vponanother, and neuer ceafingto tormenr her, eſpect- 
ally now 10 the:coricluſton ofall,: and when {heethought all tururc 
pcrilsro be paſt. , 

Now was the Sunvpon his {ctting,when the poore honeſt coun- 
tty-man,becauſe darke night ſhouidnot overtakethem, conduct -d 
the Lady hometo his owne houſe: and gaining the aſſiſtance of his 
two brethren and wite,ſetting the waiting-woman ina Chatire,thi- 
ther they brought herinlike manner. And queltionles,there wan- 
red no diligence and comfortable 1:nguage, to pacihe the Ladycs 
continuall lamentarions. The good wite,led the Lady into hir own 
poore lodging, where(ſuch cates as they hadro feede on) louingly 
ſhe ſer before her : conucying her afterward into herowne bed,and 
taking ſuch good order, that Arcilla was carricd inthe night rime 
to F/orexce, to preuent all furthcr enſuing danger, by reaſon of her 
1-os breaking. | 

Madame Helena, tocolour this misfortune of her owne : as allo 
:thegreat miſhap of her woman : forged an artificiall and cunning 
tale, rogiue ſome formallapparance of hir being inthe Tower,pcr- 
ſwading the poore ſimple Country people, thatina ſtravnge acci- 
dent of thunder and lightning, and by the illuſftons ot wicked ſpi- 
rits, allthis aduenture hapned to her . Then Phytitians were ſent 
for; who,not without much anguiſh andafMictionrothe Lace (by 
reaſon of her fleſhes laying oft, with the Medicines and Emplay- 
[ters ap lyedtothe body) was glad to {uffer whatſocuer they did, 
beſide alling intoa very dangerous Feauer z out of which ſhe was 

L nor 


gonerned by «Afrawdam Lawretta. = 85" 


Nouel| ”. 


———_—_—_ MC ———————— 


The Eight Day, 


— OD — — ——— 


not recoueredin a long while after, but contmuedin daily: dilpayre 
of herlife ; beſide other acaidents haphing in her timeot Phylicke, 
veterly vnauoydablein ſuch extreamities : and hardly had" Aweila 
her legge cured. ABS; 2 OG 

By this vnexpeRed pennance impoſed on Madame Heltza, ſhe 
vrterly forgot her amorous friend; and (from thence forward)care- 
fully kept her ſelfe from fond loues alluremenes, and ſuchſoornfull 
behauiour, wherein ſhe was moſt diſorderly faulty . - And &emtero 
the Scholler, vnderſtanding that Anci{ia had broken her leg, which 
he reputed asa puniſhment ſufficient for her, held himleltc ſarisfy- 
ed, becauſe neither the Miſtreſſe nor her Maide, could now make a- 
ny great boaſt, of his nights hard entertainment, and ſo concealed 
all marrers elſe. 

Thus a wanton-headed Lady, could finde no other ſubie& to 
worke her mocking folly on, buta learned Scholler , of whom ſhee 
made no more reſpe&, then any other ordmary man . Neuer re- 
membring, that ſuch men are expert(I cannot ſay all,bur the grea» 
ter part of them) to helpe the frenzie of fooliſh Ladies,that muſt in- 
toy their looſe deſires, by Negromancy, and the Diuelles meanes. 
Let it therefore (fairc Ladics) be my louing admonition to you, to 
deteſt all vnwomanly mocking nd ſcorning , but more cſpeciallic 
to Schollers. 
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Two neere dwelling Neighbours, the opebecin 7 named Spinctocdo 
Taucna, 4nd the other Zeppa di Mino, frequenting each orheys 
company daily together ; Spinelloccio Cuckolaed his Friend'tn/t 
Neighbour. Which happening to the knowledge 6 f Zeppa, he phe- 
nailed ſo well with the Wife of Spinelloccio, that he being lock op 


ina Cheſt, he rencnged hs wrone at that inſtant, ſo that neyther bf 
them complained of his mufortune. Ty 


The Eight Nouell. 
IWhercin s approned, that he which effereth ſhame and diſgrace to his 
Neighbour, may receine the like injury (if not in worſe manner) by 
the ſame man, 


them recounted. But becauſe they were very ny inflicted ,ypon 
her, and according as(in equity) [hee had deſcrucd, 


F 


ſhould follow next with her diſcouiſc; wherera ſhee ſhewingobe- 
dicnce,rhus beganne. bh 
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Know then(Gracious aſlembly)that,as I haue heretofore heard, 
there liucd not long lince in Senna, two young men, of honeſt pa- 
rentage and equall condition, neither ot the beſt, nor yer the mea- 
neſt calling in the City : the one being named Spinelloccio Tauena, 
and the other rearmed Zeppa a; Mino, their houſes Neighbouring 
togetiier in the ſtreete Camollza. Seldome the one walked abroade 
without the others Company, and their houſes allowed cquall wel- 
come to them bothy ſo that by outward demonſtrations, & inward 
murtuall afteQion, as far as humane capacity had power to extend, 
they liucd and loucd like ewo Brethren, they both becing wealthy, 
4nd marricd vnto two beautifull women. 

Ir came to paſle, that Spinelloccio, by often reſorting tothe houſe 
of Zepp.t, as well in his abſence,as when he abode ar home; beganne 
ro glance amdrous looks on Zeppaes wite,and purſued hisvnncigh- 
bourly purpoſe in ſuch ſort : that hee being theſtronger perſwader, 
and ſhe (belike) roo credulous in belecuing , or cl{c over-feeble in 
reſiſting , from private imparlance, they fell to ation ; and conti- 
naed their cloſe tight a long while together, - vnſeene and vvithour 
ſuſpition, no doubt ro their o__ 10y and contentment. 

But, whether as a uſt puniſhment, for breaking fo loving a leagye 
of friendſhip and neighbour-hood,or rather a fatall infli&tion,cuer- 
more attending on thecloſeſt Cuckoldry,thcir felicity ſtill continu- 
inginthis kinde : it forruned on a day,Zeppa abiding within doors, 
contrary to the knowledge of his wife, Sp;welloccio came to enquire 
far him, and ſhe anſwering (as ſhe verily ſuppoſed) that he was gon 
abroad : vppe they went bothtogether into the Hall, and no bodic 
being there to hinder what they intendcd, they fell to their wonted 
MEA without any fearc, kiſhngand embracing as Louers vſc 
to do. 

Zeppalecing all this, ſpake not one word,ncither madeany noiſe 
atall ; but kept himlelfe cloſely hidden, to obſeruc the yſlue of this 


amo- 
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amorous conflict, , Tobe briefe, he fi Spinelocciogoc withhis — 
wife into the Chamber, and makethe doore etakerthnas where: 
at he could haue beene angry ,” which he holdro beno part of true 
wiſedome. For he knew wellenough, thatromake an our ctic in 
this caſe, or otherwiſeto reueale this kindeof iniury,. i couldno 
way make ir lcfle, but rather giue a greater addition of Qhame and 
ſcandall : he thought this no courſe for him totake, wiſer conſide- 
rations entred his braine, to haue this wrong fully reuenged, yer 
with ſucha diſcreeteand orderly carriage, as no neighbours know- 
ledge ſhould by any meanes apprehend it, or the leaſt ſigne of diſ- 
contcntin himſclte blabbe ir, becauſe they were two daungerous 
cuils. 
Many notable courſes wheeled about his conceit,cuery one pro- 
miſing faircly,and miniſtring meanes of formall apparance,yet one 
(aboue the reſt) wonne his abſoluteallowance, which he intended 
to proſecute as beſt he might. In which reſolution, he kepr ſtill ve- 
ry cloſe, fo longas Spinelloccio was with his Wife ; but hee being 
conc, he went into the Chamber, where he found his wife, amen- 
ding the forme of her head attyre, which Spinelloccio had put into 
a diſordred faſhion. Wife (quoth he)what art thou doing? Why: 
Do younotſce Husband? anſwered ſhe. YesthatI do wife, repli- 
cd Zeppa, and ſomething elſe happened to my ſight, which I could 
wiſh that Ihadnotſeene. Rougher Language growing berwecne 
them, of his auouching, and heras ſtout denying, with defending 'P 
her cauſe ouer-weakely, againſtthe manifeſt proofes both of eye 
_ andeare: at laſt ſhe fell on her knees before him, weeping inccſ- 
{antly, and no excuſes now auailing, ſhe confeſt her long acquain- 
trance with Sp7nelſoccro, and moſt humbly entreated him ro forgiue 
her. Vpponthe which penitent confeſſion and ſubmiſſion, Zepps 
thus anſwered. _ "IR 
Wite, if inward contrition beanſwerable to thy outward feem- 
 ingſorrow,then I make no doubt, but faithfully thou doſt acknow- 
ledge thine owne ewlldooing : for which,ifrhou expecteſt pardon 
of me, determine then to fulfill cffe&ually,fucha buſines as I muſt 
enioyne, andthou performe. I command thee to tell Sprnelforcio, 
that to morrow morning, about nine of the clocke, we being both 
abroad walking, he muſt finde ſomeaproccafion to leaue my com- 
pany, and thencome hither to vifit thee. When he is here; ſodain- 
ly willI returne home, and vponthy heating of my efitratnce 7 to 
ſauc his owne credite, and thee from detection, thou ſhalt require 
himtoenter this Cheſt, vntill fuch time as Iam-gone forth againe , 
which he doing, for both your ſaferies, ſo ſoomas he is itthe cheſt, 
take the key and locke him vp faſt, When thou haſt effeAetrhis, 
then ſhall Lacquaintthee with the reſt remaining, which alſo mw 
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be done by thee, withour dread of rhe leaſt harme to him or thee, 
becauſe there is no malicious meaning'in me, bur ſuch as(I am per- 
ſwaded) thou canſt not iuſtly miſlike. The wite, to make ſome ſa- 
tisfaRtion for heroffence committed, promiſed that ſhe would per- 
formeit,and ſo ſhe did. | _ 
Onthe morrow morning, the houre ofnine being come, when 

Zeppa and Spinelloccio were walking abroad together, Spinelloccio 
remembring his promiſe vnto his Miſtreſſe, andthe clocke telling 
him the appointed hourc, hee ſaide to Zeppe. Lam rodinethis day 
with an eſpeciall friend of mine, who TI would beloath ſhould rar- 
ry for my comming zand theretore holde my departure excuſed . 
How now? anſwered Zeppa, the time for dinneris yer farre enough 
off, wherefore then ſhould we part ſo ſoone © Yea bur Zeppa,repli- 
ed Spinelloce io, wee haue weighty matrers to confer on betoredin- 
ner, which will require three houres ſpace attheleaſt, and therefore 
it behoueth me to reſpect duerime. 

'  #pinellocciobcing departed from Zeppa(who followed faire and 
ſofily after him) being come tothe houſe, and kindly welcommed 
by the wife : they were no ſooner gone vpthe ſtaires, and entering 
inatthe Chamber doore z butthe Woman heard her Husband 

cough, and allo his comming vp the ſtaires . Alas dearc Spinelioc- 
cio (quoth ſhe) what ſhall wedo © My Husband is comming vppe, 
and we ſhall be both taken tardie, ſtep into rhis Cheſt, lyc downe 
thercand ſtirre not, till I haue ſent him forth againe,which ſhall be 
withina very ſhort while. Sprnelfoccio was nor alittle ioyfull for 
her good aduice; downe inthe Cheſt lay he, and ſhe lockthim in : 
by which time Zeppa was entred the Chamber . Where are you 
Wifez ſaid he, ({peaking ſo loud, as hee in the Cheſt might heare 
him) What, is it time to go to dinner? It will be anon Sir, anſwe- 
red ſhe,as yctiris oucrearly;but ſeeing you arc come,the more haſt 

ſhall be made,and euery thing will be ready quickly. 

Zeppa, (itting downe vpon the Cheſt, wherein Spinel/occio lay 
nota little affrighred, ſpeaking ſtilaloud,as formerly he did: Come 
hicher Wite(quoth he) how ſhall we do for ſome good companie 
to dine with vs? Mine honeſt kinde neighbour Spzxel/occro is not at 
home, becauſe hedineth forth roday witha deare friend of his, by 
which meanes, his wife is left at home alone :: giue her a call ourat 
our Window, and defire her to come dine with vs: for we two can 
__ no merry Muſicke,cxcept ſome more cometo fill yp the con- 

OIt. Cs 

His Wife being very timorous, yet diligent to doe whatſocuer 
he commanded, fo preuailed with the Wite of Spinelloccio : that 
ſhecameto them quickely, and ſo much the rather, becauſe her 
Husband dined abroad. Shee being come vp into the Chamber, 
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Zepp# gaue her moſt kinde entertainment, taking her gently by the 
hand, and winking dn iis VVife, that ſhe (bould berake her ſelfero 
the kitchin;to ſee diriter ſpeedily prepared, while he ft conuerſing 
with his neighbourinthe Chamber. . -: | 

His wife being gone, heſhutthe doore after her,whichthe new- 
come Neighbour perceyuing,ſheſayde. Our bleſſed Lady defend 
me.- Zeppa, Whatis your meaningin.this? Haue you cauſed meto 
come luther tothisiatent * Is this the loue you beare to Spixelioc- 
cio, and your profeſſed loyalty in friend ſhippe; Zeppa, lt eating hcr 
downe onthe Cheſt, whercin her Husband was incloſed , entrea- 
ting her patience, thus began. Kindeand louing Neighbor, before 
you aduenture roo farre in anger, . vouchſate to heare what I ſhall 
tell you. 

{have loued, and ſtill doe loue, Spineloccioas my brother, . but 
yeſterday (albeit he knoweth it not) I found, the honeſt truſt [ re- 
poſed in him, deſerued no other, or better recomp:nce,but cuento 
be bold with my wife, in theſelfeſame mannerasI am, and as hee 
ought to do with none but you. Now, in regard of the loue which 
I beare him,I intend to beno otherwiſe reuenged on him,but inthe 
ſame kindeas the offence was commitred . He hath bin morethen 
familiar with my wife, I muſt borrow the felfe-ſame courteſie of 
you, which in equity you cannot deny mee, weighing the wrong 
you haue ſuſtained by my wife, Our injuries atealike,in your Hul- 
band to me, and in my wife to you : let thentheir puniſhment and 
ours bealike alſo, as they, ſo we ; for in this caſe there can be no iu- 
ſtcrreuenge. 

The Woman hearing this, and percetuing the manifolde confir- 
mations thereof, proteſted (on ſolemne oath)by tw : hirbeliefe 
grew ſetled,and thus ſhe anſwered. My louing neighbor Zeppa,ſec- 
Ing this kinde of reuenge is(in meere1uſtice)impoſed on mee, and 
ordained as a due ſcourge, as well tothe breach of triendſhip and 
neighbour-hood,as abuſe of his true and loyall wite:Iam the more 
willing to conſent: alwaies prouided, that it be no imbarrement of 
loneb2rweene your wife and mee, albeit I haue good reafon to al- 
ledge, that ſhe began the quarrell firſt;and whar I do is bur to right 
my wrong, as any other wotnan of ſpirit would do : Afterwards, 
we may the more eaſily pardon one another. For breach of peace 
(anſwered Zeppa )berween my wifeand you, take my honeſt word 
for your warrant. Moreouer, in requitall of this fauour to mee, I 
will beſtowea deareand precious lewell on you, cxcelling all the 
reſt which you haue befide. 
| Indeliuering theſe words,he ſweetly kiſſed and embraced her,as 
ſhe ſat on the Cheſt wherein her husband lay : now,what they did - 
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imagination, as rather deſeruing ſilence, thenimmodeſt blabbing , 
Spinelloccio, being all this while in the Cheſt, Hearing cally all the 
words which Zepps had vttercd, the anſwer of his wite, asallo whar 
Muſicke they made ouer his head : you may gueſlc in whara caſc 
he was, his hearr being ready toſplic with rage, and, butthat hee 
ſtood in feare of Zeppa, he would hauc railde and exclaimed on his 
wife, asthus hee lay ſhut vpin the Cheſt. But entering into better 
conſideration,thart fo grear an iniury was firſt begun by himſelfe, & 
Zeppe did no more thenin reaſon and equity he might well do (aa- 
uing cuermore carried himſclte like a kinde nezghbour and frendro- 
wards him, withour the leaſt offer of diſtaſte)} he faithfully reſolued, 
to bea firmer friend to Zeppa then formerly hee had bin, it it might 
be embraced and acceptcd on the other lide. 

Delights and pleaſures, bethey neuer ſolongin contenting and 
continuance, yer they come to a periodand conclulion atlaſt : So 
Zeppa,hauing ended his amorous combate,and over the head of his 
perhidious friend thought himſclte ſufficiently revenged. Burnow, 
in con{iderarion ofa further promiſe made on che bargaine; Sprxel- 
[vccroes wite challeng:th the [ewel,then which kind of recompence, 
nothing can be more welcomto women. Heercupon,Zzppacalling 
for his owne wite,commanded her to open the Cheſt ; which {hee 
did,and he merrily ſimiling,ſfaide. Well witc, you haue giuen mee a 
Cake inſted of bread,and you ſhal loſe nothing for your labour. So 
Sp;nelloccio comming forth of the Chelt, it requirerh a better witte 
then mine,to rell you,which of them ſtood moſt confounded vvith 
ſ[hame,cither Sp:c/locczo ſecing Zeppa , and knowing wellenough 
what he had done : or the woman beholding her husband, who ea- 
lily heard all cheir familiar conference, and the agtion riaereupon lo 
deleruedly performed. 

Scc netzhbour,is not this your dearct Iewell ? Hauing kept it a- 
while in my wiuescuſtody ; according to my promile,here I deliuer 
It you. Spzxelloccio being glad of his deliuerance out of the Cheſt, 
albcitnor a little aſhamed of himſelfe z without viing many imper- 
tinent words, ſaide. Zeppa,our wrongs are cqually required on each 
other, and therefore I allow thy former ſpeeches ro my V ife, that 
thou waſt my fricnd, as I amthe like to thee,and lo I pray thee let vs 
ſtill continuc. For nothing clſe is now to bee diuided betweene vs, 
ſceing we haue [ſhared alike in our wiues, which none knowing but 
our ſelucs,lct it be as cloſely kept to our ſelues. Zeppa was wel plea- 
ſed withthe motion,and lo all toure dined louingly rogether, with- 
out any variance or diſcontentment. And thence forward, cachof 
the Women had two Husbands, as cither Husband cnioycd two 
Wincs, without further conecationor debate. 
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On NI 309 OOTMIMIUTRG 17 (fog Sire rt (ie yogſs 
Maeſtro S\mone, an yale: beaded Dotror of Phyfipks; was throwne b) 
Bruno 4d Buffalmaco, i104 common Leyſtall of Filth:iThe phy- 
ſitian fondly beleenjug, that (in the nighttime) be ſbould hee made 
one of a new created Company, who vſually went to ſee vvonders at 
Corſica, and therein the Leyſtall they left bims. - 


wy: The Ninth Novell. 
Wherein # approued, that Titles of Honoar, Learning, and Dientty, 
are not alwayes heſtowne on the wiſeſt men. 
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Frer that the Ladies had a while conſidered, onthe com- 
munication betweene the two Wiues of S:ezna, and the 
| falſhood in friendſhip of their Husbands : the Qugene, 
who was thelaſt to recount her Nouell, withour offering intarte to 
D:/onews, began to ſpeake thus. = ne $t . 
The reward for a precedem wrong committed, which Zeppare- : 
rorted ypon Spinelloccio, wasanſwerable to his deſert, and ho more 
then equity required; inwhich reſpe&, Iam of > Er ſuch 
men ought not to be ouer-ſharpely reproued, 18d infurieto him, 
who ſecketh forit, and taſtly ſhotild Hauer, althogh Madam? 4 
pinea(nor I6he ſince) auouched the contrary, Now, it cuidently 
appearerh,” that Sp7nellocciowelldeſerued whit was done to hith, 
and I purpoſeto ſpeake of another, who needs would ſecke aftet his 
owne diſgrace. Therarhtrto 4 my fortner ſpeeches , oe 
Aa they 
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" they which beguile ſuch wilfullfooliſh men; arenot tobee blamed, 


but rather commiended. And he vnto whom the ſhamewas done, 
was 2 Phyſitian, which came from Bologna to Florence; and retur- 
apaine like vnto a Beaſt, notorioully baffulled and di 


[tis a matter well knowne to vs, and (almoſt) obſerued day by 
day, that diuers of our Citizens, when they returne fromtheir ſtu- 
dying at Ba/ogna : one becommeth an Aduocare, another a Phyſ1- 
tian,and a third a Noraric,with long & large gowns, ſome of Scar- 
ct, and hoods furred with Mineuer, beſide giuers other great appa- 


\ rances, ſucceeding efte&tually daily in their ſeuerall kinds. Among 


whom, there returned (not long ſince) thence, one Maſter Simon 
da Villa, more rich in poſſeſſions left him by his parcnts, then anic 
knowledge thereto obtained : yet cloathedin Scarlet, with his Mi- 
niuer hood, and ſtyled a Door of Phylicke, which title hee onely 
beſtowed on himſelte, and tooke a goodly houſe for his dwelling, 
inthe ſtreet which wee commonly call La via del Cocomero. This 
Maſtcr DoQor Simon, being thus newly come thirher, among 0- 
ther notabic qualitieSin him, had one more eſpecial then any otthe 
reſt, namely, to know the names and conditions of ſuch perſons,as 
daily paſſed by his doore, and what profeſſions they were of, wher- 
by any likelyhood might be gathercd of needing his helpe, and be- 
ing his patients,obſeruing them all with very vigilant care. 

Bur, among all the reſt by him thus warily noted, he moſt obſcr- 
ued two Painters, of whom we haue heeretofore twice diſcourſed, 
Bruno and Buffalmaco, who walked continually together, and were 
his necre dwelling neighbors. The matter which moſt of al lie no- 
red in them, was ; that they liucd metrily, and with much lcfle care, 
then any elſe in the Cittie beſide, and verily they did lo in deede. 
\V herefore, he demanded of diuers perſons,who had good vnder- 
ſtanding of them both, of whar eſtare and condition they-vvere . 
And hearing by cuery one, that they were but poore men &Pain- 
rers: ke greatly meruailed, how it could be poſſible for them, thar 
they ſhould liueſo iocondly, and ig ſuch poverty. It was related to 
him further belide, that they were men of a quicke and ingenious 
apprehenſion, whereby hee politikely imagined, that theyr poore 
condition could not ſo well maintaine them ; without ſome cour- 
ſeselſc, albcitnot publiquely knowne vatomen, yet redounding 


| totheirgreat commoditic andprofite . In which regard, he grew 


cxcecding deſirous, by what meanes he might becom acquainted, 
and grow into familiarity withthem borh, or any of them, ar rhe 
leaſt : wherein (atthe length) he preuailed, and Bruno proucd to be 
the man. 

Now Bru plainly perceiuing (within a ſhort while of oo 
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begunacquaintance) thatthe Phyſitian was a Logget-head, 'and 
meerely no better then a Gregorian Animall : he to hane 
much good paſtime with him, by telling him ſtrange and iricredi- 
ble Tales, ſuchas none but a Coxcombe would giue credirroo;yct 
they delighted Doctor Dunce extraordinarily, and Brunees famili- 
arity was ſo highly pleaſing to him, that he was adaily gueſt at din- 
ner and ſupper with him, and hee wasnot meanly proud of enioy- 
ing his company. One day, as they fate in familiar conference t0- 
gcther, he told Byw7orhar he wondred nota littleat him and Buf- 
falmaco, they being both ſo poore people, yet lived far more joui- 
ally then Lords, and therefore deſired ro vnderſtand, by vvhar ſe- 
cret meanesthey compaſled ſuch mirthful maintenance. Bruno, 
hearing the Doctors demaund, & percciuing that it ſauoured more 
of the foole, then any the very leaſt taſte of wiſedome : ſmiled vnto 
himſelfe,and d:termincd torcturne him ſuch an an{were, as might 
be farting for his folly,whereupon,thus he replied. 

Belccue me Maſter Do@or,l would not impart to many people, 
what priuate h:Ipes we haue for our maintenance : bur yer I dare 
boldly acquaint you therewith, inregard you are one of our moſt 
intimate friends, and of ſuch ſecrecie, as(I know) you will nor re- 
ucale irroany. True it is,that mine honeſt neighbor and my ſelfe, 
do leade our lives ſuch merry manner as you ſee, and betterthen 
all the world is aware of, for I cannotimagine you to bee ſo igno- 
rant, butare certainly perſwaded : that if we had no berter means, 
then our poore manualltrade and profefſion, we might ſitat home 
with bread and water, and benothing fo liuely ſpirited as wee are. 
Yet Sir, I would not haue youto conceiue, that wee do eyther rob 
or ſteale, or v(e any other vnlawtull courſes : onely we trauayleto 
Corſica, from whence we bring(without the leaſt prejudice to anie 
other)allthings we ſtand in needof, or wharfocuer wee candefire. 
Thus do we maintzine our {clues well and honeſtly,and live inthis 
mirthfull diſpoſition. 

Maſter Doctor hearing this Diſcourſe,and belecuing it conſtant- 
ly, without any further inſtruRion or intelligence : became poſlel- 
{cd with verie much admiration, and hadthe moſt earneſt deſire in 
the world, ro know what this Trauailing tro Corſica might meane : 
entreating Bruno with very great inſtances, torell him whar it 
was, and made many proteſtations neuer to diſcloſe itroanie one. 
How now Maſter DoQor? anſwered Bruno, Vhat a ſtrange mori- 
on do you make to mee * Itis too greata ſecret, which you' defire 
to know, yea, a matter of mince owne ruine, and an vrrer expulſt- 
on out of this Worlde, with condemnation into the moyth of 
Lucifer da SanGallo, ifany man whatſoeuer ſhould know it from 
me,wherefore I pray youto vree it no more.O my deerand honeſt 
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neighbour Bruno (quoth the Door) aſſure thy ſelfe vpon my ſou], 
that whatſocuer thou reucaleſt ro me, ſhall be vnder fcale from all, 
but onely our ſclues. Fie, fie Maſter Doctor, anſwered Bruno, you 
arc too preſſing and importunate.So ſitting ſmiling ro himſelfe,tha- 
king his head, and bearing his breaſt ,as if hee were in ſome ſtraunge 
diſtra&tion of minde, ſtamping with his feete, and bearing his Filte 
oftentimes on the Table, ar laſt he ſtarted vppe, and ſpake in this 
manner. 

Ah Maſter Door, the loue I beare to your capricious and rare- 
ly circumciſed experience. and likewiſe the confidence repoſe in 
your ſcrutinous taciturnitie,are both of ſuch mighty and preuailing 
power; as I cannot conccale any thing from you, which you couct 
to know. And therefore, if you wil ſweare vnto me by thecrofle ot 
Monteſon, that neuer(as you haue already faithfully promiſcd)you 
will diſcloſe a ſecret ſo admirable; [ will relate it vato you, and nor 
otherwiſe. The Door ſ[ware, and {ware againe, and then Bruuo 
thus began. 

Know then my learned and iudicious Doctor, char itis nor long 
time ſince, when there liucd in this Citicof ours, a man very exce]- 
lentinthe Art of Nigromancie, who named himſelte Mrchale Sco- 
to, becauſe he was a Scottilhman borne, of many woorthy Geatle- 
men (very few ofthem being now liuing) hee was much honoured 
and reſpeted. VWhen hegrew dclirous to depart trom hence, vp- 
on their carneſt morion and entreaty ; he left here two of his Schol- 
ers behinde him, men of abſolute skill and expertence:giuing them 
eſpzcial chargeand command, to do all poſſible ſcruices they could 
dcuile, for thoſe Gentlemen who had fo highly honoured him. The 
wo famous Schollers,wcre very helpetul] ro thoſe Gentlemen, in 
diucrs of their amorous occaſions , and verie many other matters 
bclides. 

Not long after, they finding the Citic, and bchauiour of the peo- 
plc ſufficiently pleaſing to them ; they rcſolued on their continu- 
ance hcere, entering tnto a league of ioue and triend(hippe with di- 
ucrs, neuer regarding, whether they were Gentlemen, or no, or di- 
ſtinguiſhing the'poore from therich: but only in being conforme ro 
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| their complexions, ſociable and hit for friendſhip. 


They created a kinde Society, conliſting ofabour five and'twen- 
ty men, who ſhould mcete together twiceina moncth,& ina place 
reputed conucuient for them : where being fo aſſembled, every man 
vetcred his minde to thoſe two Schollers, in ſuch caſes as they mol! 
delited,to hauc wherwith they were all ſatisfied rhe {clf-ſamenight. 
It cameo to paſſe, that Bufſalwaco and I, grew intoacquaintance 
with thoſe two worthy Schollers, and our priuate familiarity roge- 
ther proued ſo proſperous,that we were admirted into the ſame So- 
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cicry, and ſo haue cuer ſince continued - Now Sir,:I amo tell you 
matter deſcruing admiration, & which (in very good judgements) 
would ſeeme to exceed all belectc. 

For, at cuery time when we were aſſembled togerher' : you are 
notable to imagine, what ſumptuous hangings of Tapiltrie, did a- 
dornethe Hall where weſatc at meate, the Tables couercd in ſuch 
Royall manner, waited on by numberleſſe Noble and goodly at- 
tendants, both Women and Mey, fſeruing readily, at each mans 
command of thc company. The Balins, Ewers,Pors, Flaggons, & 
all the veſſels elſe which ſtood betore. and for the ſeruice of our diet, 
being compoſed onely of Gold and Siluer, and out ofno wotſe did 
we both eate and drinke : the viands being very rare and dainty, a- 
bounding in plenty and variety, according tothe appetite of cueric 
PO , as nothing could be withed for, bur ir was inſtantly obtai- 
ned. 


In good ſadnefle Sir, Iam not ablc to rememberand tell you 
(within the compaſle ofa thouſand yeares) what, and how manic 


ſcuerallkindes of Muſicall Inſtruments, were continually played on 
before vs ; what multiplicity of Waxe lights burnedin ail partes of 
the roomes z neither the exceſhue ſtore of rich Drugs, Marchpanes, 
Compfites, and rare Banquetting ſtuffe, conſumed there at one Fea- 
ſting, wherein there wanted no bounty of the beſt and pureſt wines. 
Nor do I (Maſter Doctor) repute you ſo weakly witted,asto think, 
thatinthe time of our being thus aſſembled there, any of vs al were 
cloathed in ſuch ſimple and meane Garments, asordinarily arc 
wornc in the ſtreets on mens bodies, or any ſo ſilly as the veric beſt 

you haue : No Sir, notany one man among vs, but appcared by his 
apparrell, cquallto the greateſt Emperpur on thecarth, his robe 
moſt ſuraptuouſly imbroidered with precious ſtones, Pearles, and 
Carbuncles, as all the world affoordethnor the like. Bur aboueall 
the reſt, thedclights and pleaſures there, are beyond my capacity to 
cxpreſle, or (indeede) any compariſon : as namely, ſtore of goodly 
and beautifull women, brought thither fromall parts ot the world , 

alwayes prouided, ifmen bee deſirous of their company : bur for 
yourcaſter comprehenſion, willmake ſome bricferclation of them 
to you, accordingas TI heard themthere named. 

There is the great Lady of Barbanicchiaz the Queene of Baſchis; 
the Wife to the great So/dare, the Empreſſe of Osbeccho, the Cran- 
cianfera of Norniera, the Semnſtante of BerlinFona ; and the Scalpe- 
ara of Narſia. But why do breake my braine, in.numbering#vp ſo 
many to you * All the Queenes ofthe world are there,cucn ſo farrc 
as tothe Schinchimurra of Preſter John, that hatha horne inthe 
midſt of her poſteriores, albeit not viſible ro cuery eye. 

Now Lam further to tell you, thatafter we haue caſted a Cup of 
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precious Wine, fed on a few delicare Comfits, and danced adance 
or twoto the rare Muſicke : euery one taketh a Lady by the hand, 
of whom he pleaſerth to make his election, and ſhe conducterh him 
to her Chamber, in very graue and gracious manner . Concerning 
the Chambers there, eachotf them reſembleth a Paradiſetolooke 
on, they are ſo faire and goodly; andnolefſe odorifferous in ſmell, 
chentheſwecreſt perfumes in your Apothecaries ſhoppes, or the 
rare compounds of Spices, whenthey are beaten in an open Mor- 
tcr. Andas for the Beds, they arc infinitely richer, thenthe veric 
coſtlieſt belonging tothe Duke of Venice - yer (in ſuch)each manis 
appointed to take his reſt, the Mulicke of rare Cymbals laſting all 
nightlons, much better to be by you con{idered, then in my rude 
cloquence expreſſed. 

But ofallthoſe richand ſumptuous Beds (if pride of mine owne 
opinion do not deceiue me) them two provided tor Byff1l-macoand 
me, had hardly any cquall : he hauingtheQueene of France as his 
Lady and Miſtrefle, and 1, the renowned Queene of Enzlazd, the 
onely two choiſe beautics ofthe whole World, and wee appeared 
lo pleaſing in their eyes, as they would haue refaſed the greareſt 
Monarkeson the earth, rather thento bee reie&ed by vs, Now 
therefore, youmay caſily con{ider with your {clte, whar great rea- 
ſon we haueto liuemorc merrily, thcnany other mencandoe : in 
A; regard we enioy the gracious fauour of two ſuch Royall Queenes, 

receyuing alſo fromthem (whenſocuer wee pleaſe ro commaund 
them)athouſand or two thouſand Florincs at the leaſt, which are 
both truly and duly ſent vs. Enioyingthusthe benefit of this high 
happineſſe, wethatare companions of this Society, dotearmeitin 
our vulear Language, The Pyrats voyage to Corſica. Becauſe, as 
Rouers or Pyrats robbe and take away the goodes of ſuch as the 
mecte withall, euen ſo do we : only thereremaincth this diff-rence 
berweene vs, that they ncuer reſtore whatthey have taken :*which 
wedo immediately afterward, whether it be required or no. And 
thus Maſter Door, as to my moſt endecred friend, I haue now re- 
uealcd the meaning ofſayling ro Corſica, after themanner of our 
priuate Pyracic, and how importantthe cloſe retentionof the yoi- 
agc is, youare beſt able your ſelte to iudge : In which regarde, re- 
member your Oathes and fairhfull promiſes, orclſe I am vndone 
for cuer. 


Our worthy wiſe Doctor, whoſe beſt skill ſcarſely extended ſo 
farre, as rocurethe itch in Children, gavc ſuch ſound belcefe ro 
the relation of Bruno, as any man could doe, to the moſtcertaine 
truth of lifeor death : hauing his deſire immeaſurably enflamed, 
© bee madea member of thus ſtraunge Socictie , which hee more 
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coucted, then any thing in the world beſide, accounting it afeticiry ry 
farre beyond all © Kg | me S Series: 

Whereupon he anſwered Bruno, thatit was no great matter of 
meruaile, if he lined ſo merily as he did, hauing ſuch a ſingular ſu 
ply, to auoide all necefſities wharſoener : and very hardly could he 
retraine from immediate requeſt;ro beaccepred into the company. 
Burt yethethoughtrfit to deferre itfurther, vntill hehad made'Bru. 
no more beholding to him, by friendly entertainments and other 
courteſtes, when he might (with better hope) bebold ro moue the 
motion. 

Well may you conceiuc, thatnothing more hatmmerdin the Do- 
ors head, then this rare voyage to Corſica, and Bruno was his dai- 
ly gueſt at dinner and ſupper, with ſuch extraordinary apparances 
of kindneſle and courtehie, as if the Phyſitian could not lwe, cxcepr 
he had the company of Br7ano . Who ſceing himſclfe to bee ſo lo- 
uingly reſpected, and hating ingrazitude, for fauours ſo abundanr- 
ly heaped on him : hee painted the whole ſtory of Lent about his 
Hall,and an Agnws Det fairely gilr, on rhe portall of his Chamber, 
as alſo a goodly Vrinall on his ſtreet doore, to the end, that ſuchas 
. - hadneede of his counſell, might know where ſo iudicious a Noour 
dwelt. In a Gallery likewiſc by his Garden, he painted the furious 
Battaile berwcene the Rats and Cats, whichdid (nor a little) de- 
light Maſter Door. 

Moreouer, at ſuchtimes as Bruno had not ſupt with our Phyſiti- 
an, he would bee ſureto tell him on the morrow, that the night paſ- 
ſed, he had bin with the Company which he did wort of. And there 
(quoth he) the Queene of Exg/and having ſomewhat offended mee, 
I commanded, that the Gomeara, belonging to the Grand Cham of 
Tartaria, (hould be brought me, and inſtantly ſhee was . What 
may be the meaning of Gomedrabe? ſaide the Dottor, I vnderſtand 
notthoſe giffticult names. I belecue you Sir, anſwered Bruxo, nor 
do I nced to maruaile thereat. : and yer] haue heard Porcograſſo 
ſpeake, and allo Yannacenna, and both vnexperienced in our Lan- 
guage. You would ſay (replyed the DoRor)Hippocrates and Au 
cenna, who weretwo admirable Phylitians. It may be ſo (ſaid Bru- 
z0)&as hardly do I-vnderſtand your names;as you mine:but Gome 
dra,in the Grand Chams language, ſignifies Empreſſe jn ours, Bur 
had you once ſeene her Sir,(he would make you forget all Phyſicall 
obſcruations,your arguments, receits and megicines,0nely to be in 
her heauenly preſence,which words he vſcd(pacciuing his forward 
longingNto enflame him the moxg,Not longafter,as the doftor was 
holding the candle to Bruno, at the perfectingthe bloody Banaylc 
ofthe Cattes and Raxtes, becaule he could neper bee weatzedan his 
Companie, andtherefore was rhe more willing,,to, vndergoe the 
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office of the Candle-holder : he reſolued to acquaint him with his 
minde, and being all alone by themſelues, thus he began. _ - 

Bruno, as heauenknoweth, there is not rhis day any creature li- 
uing, for whom I would gladly domore, then forthee,andthe ve- 
ry leaſt word of thy mouth, hath power to commaund mee to goe 
bare-footed, euen from hence ſo farre as to Peretola, and account 
my labour well employcd for thy ſake : wherefore, never wonder 
at my continuall kindneſſe towards thee, viing thee as my Dome- 
ſticke companion, and embracing theeas my bolome friend , and 
therefore I am the bolder in moouing one requeſt vnto thee. As 
thou well knowelſt, it is no long while ſince, when thou diddeſt ac- 
quaint me with the behauiour ofthe Corſicave Rouing Company, 
to be oneinſo rare and excellent a Socicty, ſuch hath bin my ear- 
n<ſ{t longing cuer ſince, as day nor night haue I enioyedanic reſt, 
but ſhould thinke my felicity beyondall compare, 1t Iconld been- 
tcrtained in fellowſhipamong you, 

Nor is this defirc of mine but vpon great occaſion, as tnouthy 
(clte ſhalt percciuc, if I proue accepted into your Socictie, andict 
methen be made a mocking ſtocke for euer, it I cauſe not to come 
thither, one of the moſt delicate young wonten, that eucr anie eye 
beheld, and which I my ſelfe ſaw(nort aboue a yeare {ince)at Caca- 
umciglia, on whom I beſtowed my intireſt aftetion, and (by rhe 

W beſt Vrinall that euer I gazed on) would haue gtuen her tenne faire 
Bologninaes, toyeeld the matter I moued to her,. whichyerlT could 
not (by any meanes) compaſle. Therefore, with all the lowing f- 
cultics of my ſoule I cntreateth=c,and allthe very vttermolt of my 
allindeede; to inſtruct mein thoſe wayes and meancs, whereby I 
may hopeto be a member of you. Which if thou dooeſt accom- 
pliſh for me, andI may tinde it etfetually performed : T ſhall not 
onely be thy true and loyall friend for euer, bur will honour thee 
beſide, beyond all men living. 

I know thee to bee a man of iudgement, deepely informed 1n al! 
well-grounded expericnce : thouſceſt whar a propper, portly, and 
comely man I am, how htly my legges arean{werable to my body, 
my lookes amiable, louely, and of Roſte colour : beſide I am a Do- 
Ctor of Phylicke, of which profefſion(being only moſt expedient) 
Ithinke you haue nor one in your Society. I hane many commen- q 
dablequalities inme, as,playing on divers inftruments,exqUiſite in 
ſinging, and compoſing rare ditties, whereof I will inſtantly fing 

thee one. Ando he beganto ſing, = Fo 

Bruno was (wolne fo bigge with deſire of laughter, that hee had 
(carſely any power to reftaine from it : neuertheleſſe, he made the 
beſt meaneshe could deuiſe: and the Song being ended, the Phyſt- 
tion faide. -How now Br#n0 ? What :o thin opinion of my! ling- 

ing ? 
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ing: Bckeue me Sir, replyed Bruno, the Vialles of Sogginali, will 
looſe their very beſt rimes, in contendingagainſt you, ſo mirilifficic 
ally arc the ſwcer accemts of your v6iecheard.Ttellthee truly Bruno 
(anſwered Maſter Doftor)thou couldſt nor by any poſſibility haue 
belecuedit,ifthou hadft not heard it. In good ſadnes Sir (ſaid Br- 
#0) you ſpeake moſt truly. I could (quothrhe DoRor) fing thee in- 
finite more beſtde,butar histime I muſt forbeare them . Let mee 
chen further informe thee Bru7o, that belide the complear perfeRi- 
ons thou ſceſt in me, my father was a Gentleman,althoph he dwelr 
in a poore Country village, and by my mothers fide,] am derined 
from them of Y allecehio. Moreouer,as I haue formerly ſhewn thee, 
I haue a goodly Library of Bookes, yea,and ſo fairc and coſtly gar- 
ments, as few Phyſitians in Florence haue the like. A proteſt to thee 
vpon my faith, I haucone gowne, which coſt me(inreadic money) 
almoſt an hundred poundes in Bagattinoes , and itis nor yet abouc 
ten yeares old. Wherefore let me pteuaile with thee, good Brun, 
to worke ſo with rhe reſt of thy friends, that I may bee one of your 
ſingular Society; and,by the honeſt truſt thou repoſeſt in mee, bee 
boldly ſick whenſocuer thou wilt, my paines and Phylicke ſhall be 
freely thine, without the payment of one ſingle peny. Bruno hea- 
ring his importunate words, and knowing him (as all men elſe did 
belide) to bea man of morc words then wit, ſaide. Maſter Dofor, 
ſmuffe the candle I pray you, and lend mea little more light with ir 
hitherward,vntil I a6 finiſhed the ailes of theſe Rats, andthen I 
wil anſwer you. | 


When theRats tailes were fully finiſhed, BYu#0 declaring by out- 
ward behauiour, thar he greatly diſtaſted the matter mooued, thus 
anſwered. Worthy Maſter DoRor, the courtelies you hauealrea- 
dy extended towards me, and the bounrifull favours promiſed be- 
ſide, I know to be exceeding great, and farre beyond the compaſſe 
of any meritin me. Bur concerning your requeſt,albeit in reſpe& 
of your admired braine and Wiſedome, it is of hrtle or no mo- 
mear at all ; yet itappeareth ouer-mighty to mee, andthere is nor 
any man now living inthe world, thar hath rhe like Authoritic 0+ 
uer me, and can more commaund me, then you (with one | cal 
ſyllable) eaſily may doc : as well inregarde of my Loue and Du- 
tie, as alſo your ſingular and ſententious ſpeeches, able not. onelie 
to make me breake aſound and ſcrked reſolution , bur (almoſt) to 
moue Mountaines out of their places, and the more I amin your 
Learned company, ſo muchthe faſter am lincked vatoyou, in 
Immooueable affe&ion, ſo farre am I'in love with your. admirable 
ques .' And had I no other reaſon, to affe& you in ſuch en- 

cared manner, as I doc 3 yet _ you are enamoured E 
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ſorarea beauty, as you haucalready related to me, it onely were a 
motiue ſufficient to compell me. Bur indeed I muſineed tell you, 
that I hauenot ſo much power in this caſe,as you(perhaps)do ima- 
zine, which barreth me from ſuch forward readines, as otherwiſe 
needed not to bevrged.Neuertheleſſe, having ſo ſolemnly ingaged 
your faithto me,and no way misdoubting your faithfull ſecrecy, I 
ſhall inſtruc you in ſome meanesto be obſcrued ; andir appeareth 
plainly to me, that being furniſhed with ſuch plenty of Bookes, as 
youare, and other rich endowments, as you haue before rcherſed, 
you cannot bur attaine to the full period of your longing deſire. 

Speake boldly thy minde Bruno,anſwered the DoRour : for, I - 
perceiue thou haſt no perfect knowledge of meas yer,neither what 
an eſpeciall gift I haue of ſecrecy. Meſſer Gaſparino da Saliceteqwhen 
he was Indge and Poteſtat ouer the people of For/rni, made choitc 
of mee (among infinite of his deareſt friends)to acquaint witha ſe- 
cret of no meanc moment. And ſuch a faithfull Secretary he found 
me,as I was the oncly man,that knew his mariage with Bergamino, 
why then ſhould any diſtruſt be made of me? If it be ſo as you ſay 
Sir(an{wered Bruno) your credit is the ſounder, and I dare the bet- 
ter aducnture on your fidelity : the meancs then which you areto 
worke by,I ſhall now direct you in. 

Wehauealwayecs inthis noble Society of ours, a Captaine, and 
rwo Counſellors, which are changed ar euery {ix months end. And 
now 2t Chriſtmas next (ſo neere drawing on) Brffa/maco ſhal be c- 
lc&cd Captaine, and my (clfe one of the Counſellers, for ſo itis al- 
ready agrecd on, and ordcrly ſc: downe. Now, hethat is Captain, 
may doe much more then any other can, and appoint matters as 
himſclfe pleaſerh, WhercforeTthinke it very expedient, that ſo 
ſoone as poſſibly you may, you procure acquaintance with Buffal- 
maco, entreating him with all reſp=Ctiue courrchte , Hee 15a man, 
who when he perceyueth you to be ſo wonderfully Wife and dif- 
crecte, he will be immediatly in loue with you : ſo, when you haue 
your beſt ſenſes about you, and your richeſt wearing Garments 
on (alwayes remembred, that your acquaintance firſt be fully con- 
firmed) then neuer feareto vrge your requeſt, for he can haueno 
power atall ro denie you, becauſe I hauealready ſpoken of you 
to him, and find himto ſtand affected vnto you verie intirely:thus 
when you haue begunnethe buſineſle, leaue me to deale with lym 
inthe reſt. 

Now truft me kinde friend BYno, reptyed the Phyſitian, I like 
your aduice exceeding well. For, if hee be a man, 'that rakethde- 
light toconuerſe with men of skill and iudgement, and you haue 
made the way for his knowing me : he wil Fin thirſt, and long to 
tollowaftcr mce, to vnderſtandthe incredible cloquence _— 
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from me, and therare compoſitionof my Muſical! Dirries;; out of 
which he may learneno meane wiſedome.” 'Whenthe matter ws 
thus 2greed on berweenc them, Brunodeparted thence,& acquairi 
ted Bu Ui Imaco with euerie citcurnſtance : which made him thinke 
eucrieday a yeare, vntill he mightioyne in thie Goling of Mayſter 
Dodtour, according to his owne fancie. 'VVho becing' allo as 
deſirous onthe other fide, ro make one inthe'Corſicane Voyage; 
could rake no manner of reſt either by day or night, till he was lin- 
ked in friendſhip with B«ffalmaco ,. which very quickely after hee 
compaſled. | | 

For now there wanted no coſtly dinners and ſuppers,with al de- 
licates could be deviſed, forthe entertainement of Buffalmaco and 
Bruno; Who, like Gueſts very caſte to be inuited, where rich wines 
and good cheareare neuer wanting) needed little ſending for, be- 
becauſe his houſe was as familiar to them, as their owne, In the 
end, when the Phyſitian eſpyedan opportunitie apt for the pur- 
poſe, he made the ſame requeſt ro Buffalmaco, as formerly hee had 
doneto Bruno. VWhereat Buffalmaco, ſodainly ſtarting, and loo- 
king frowningly on Bruno, as if he were extraordinarily incenſed a- 
eainſt him : clapping his hand furiouſly onthe Table, he ſayde. I 
{wearc by the great God of Paſignano, that I can hardly refrayne 
from giuing thee ſucha blow onthe face, as ſhould make thy Noſe 
ro fall at thy heeles : vile Traitor asthouart : for none beſide rhy 
ſelfe, could diſconer fo rare and excellent a ſecret vnto this famous 
Phyſitian. The DoRour, vvith veric plauſible and pleaſing 
tearmes, excuſed the marret verieartificially ; protelting,that an- 
other had reuealed it vnto him : andafrer many wiſe circumſtan- 
tiall Allegations, at lengrh hee preuailed fo farre, rhat Buffalmaco 
was pactfied ; who afterwardesturning in kinde manner, thus hee 
beganne, 

Maſter DoRour, you hauec liued bothat Bolpgra, and heerein 
theſe partes with vs, hauing (no doubt) ſufficiently vnderſtoode, 
what it is tocarty acloſe mouth, I meane the true CharraQter of ta- 

_ citurnitie. Queſtionleſle, you neuer learned the A. B. C. as now 

fooliſh Ideots do,blabbifg their leflonsall about the rowne,which 

is much better apprehended by rutninarion; andſurely (it I'be nor 

much deceyued) your Natiuity happened on a Sonday morning, 

Sol being atthattime, Lord of the aſcendent; ioyned with AMer- 

carie ina fierie Triplicitie. By ſuch conferenceas Ihaue had with 

Bruno, I conceyued (ashe himſelfealſo did) that yqu were verie 

fingular in Phyſicke onely : 'but ir ſeemerh, your Studies reached 

a higher ſtraine, for you hauelearned, and know verie $kilfullic, | 

how to ſteale mens hearts from'them, yea, tobereauc'then of 

their verie ſoules, which I perceyue thar you'can farre better doe, 
B b 2 _ then 
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then any mancelle living tomy knowledge, only by your wiſe, wit- 
ty, iudicious, and more then mcere Adercnrianeloquence, fuchas | 
neuer heaxd before: oe 2 EIT 4” 2 

The Phyſitian interrupting him baſhfully, curned himſclfc vnro 
Bruno, ſaying. Did not Itell thee this before £ Qblerue whatano- 
table thing ir is, to {peake well, and to frequent the company of the 
Wiſc. A thouſand other, meerely blockes and dnllardes by | Na- 
rure, could neuer ſo ſoone ah ve all cheparricularities of my 
knowledge, as this honeſt and apprehenſiue man hathdone« Thou 
did(t nor ſearch into it halfe ſo ſoone, nor (indeed) did I exprefle a 
quarter of my ingenuity to thee, as ({ince his comming) hath pro- 
digally lownc from me. 

Well do I remember thy words, that BYffa/maco delighted to be 
among men of Wiſedome: and haue I notnouw titted hum vnto his 
owne deſire : How thinkeſt thou Brurs ? The belt (quorh Bran) 
that any man liuing in the World could do. Ah worthy Buffala- 
co, anſwered the Phyſitian : What wouldſt thou then haue {ayde, if 
thou hadſt ſcene me at Bologna, where there was neyther great nor 
ſmall, Do&or nor Scholler, butthoughtthemſclues happy by be- 
ingin my company ? If I ought any debts, I diſcharged them with 
my very wittie words : and whenlocuer | ſpake, I could ſerthem al 
on a hearty laughter, fo much pleaſure they tooke in hearing mce . 
And when Ideparted thence, no men inthe world could bee more 
ſorrowfull then they, as delicing nothing more then my remayning 
among them , which they expreſſed ſoapparantly,that they made 
humble ſuitc and interceſſion to me, to bee chcete Reader of rhe 
Phylicke-Le&ure, toall the Schollers ſtudying our profefhon. Bur 
I could not beſo perſwaded, becauſe my minde was wholly addi- 
ed hither, ro cnioy thoſe Goods, Landcs, and Intieritances, b<- 
longing lineally to chem of our houſe, and accordingly I did: per- 
formc it. 

How now Buffalmaco (quoth Bruno) whar is thine opinion now? 
Thou wouldſt not belecue me when I told thee, that there is not a 
Do&tor in all theſe parts, moresKkiltull in diſtinguiſhing the Vrine 
of an Aſle,fromany other, thenthis moſt expert and fiagular man: 
and dare boldly maintaine it, that his fellow is nor whe found, 
from hence to the very gates of Pars. Gorhen, and doe the viter- 
_ endeauour that thou canſt, to grant the requeſt which he hath 
made. 

Belecue me Buffalmaco, (aide the Door, Bruxo hath ſpoken no- 
thing bur truth, for I am carſcly knowne heere in this City, where 
(for the moſt part) they arc all groſſe-wit:<d people, rather thena- 
ny iot iudicious : but I would thou hadſt ſcene me among the Do- 
Rors, in manner as I was wont to be. Introth Sy, replyed Buffal- 
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reſpect, ſpeaking vato you as irbecommeth me; roaman ſ6-ex0eh 
cent in wit and vnderſtanding : I dareaſſure yoo, that(withoat any 
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After this promiſe thus made, the good cheatogfauors andkind- 
neſſes done by the Noutor to them, was beyond the tompaſſe of all 
relation : whereof they made no more then ameere mockery, flon- 
ting him co his face, and yet his Viſedome could nor diſcerneit . 
Morcouer, they promiſed, that they would giue him ro Wife, the 
faire Counteſle di Cinillari, who was the onely goodlieſt creature 
to be found in the whole Culattario of humanepenerartion . The 
Do@or demanded, what Counteſlerhar was : Oh Sir, anfwered 
Buffalmaco, ſhe isa great Lady, one worthy to hauc iflue by 3 and 
tew houſes are there in the world, where (he hath nor ſome iuriſdi- 
tion and'command : ſo that not meane people onely, bur cuen the 

reareſt Lords, at the ſound of her Trumpets, do very gladlic pay 
= tribute. AndI dare boldly afhrme, that whenſocuer ſhee wal- 
keth to any place, ſhe yeeldeth a hot and ſenſible ſauour, albeir ſhe 
keepeth moſt ofall cloſe. Yet once cuery night; ſhee ducly obſer- 
ws ir (as a Cuſtome) to paſſe from her owne houſe, to bathe her 
feetein the River of* Aro, and take a little of the ſweeter 'Ayre: 
albeit her continuall refidencie, is within the' Kingdome of Late- 
1100. . 04 11 9+: Af? {L) 

She ſeldome walketh abroad, but gocth:with her attending Offi- 
cers about her, who (for more demonſtration of her greatneile) do 
carry the Rod and plummet of Lead. Store of her Lords and Ba- 
ronsarc euery whereto be ſcene; as the Famaenine delle porta, Don 
Meta di Sirropa, Manico di Scopaz Signior Squacchera, and others 
belide, who are (as I ſuppoſe)oftentimes your daily-viſitants,when 
of neceflity they muſt beremembred . All our careand courtefie 
ſhall cxtend fo farre (if we doe not faile in ourenterprize) to leaue 
you in the armes of ſo Maicſticka Ladie, quitc forgetting hir of C4- 
cautncizlia. x | 

The Phylitian, who was borne and brought vp ar Bologna, and 
therefore vnderſtoode nor theſe Florentinetearmes : became fully: 
contented to cnioy the. Ladie; and, within foe few dayes follow- 
ing, th: Painters brought him tydings, that they had prepared the 
way for his cntertainmentinto the SocieticofRouers . ' The day 
being come, when the ſuppoſed afſetnbly was robt made rheinighe 
following : thePhylitian muiced themborhto dinner; when hede- 
manding, what prouiſjon heſhold make for hiscntrance imotheic 
company, Buffalmaco returned him this anſwer , wherero here gaue 
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Maſter Door, you rhuſt befuſt of all, ſtrongly armed with re- 
ſolution and confidence : for, if you be not, you may not only re- 
ceyue hindrance, bur alſo do or. ys harme belide : and tow you 
ſhall heare, in what manner, and how youare to be bold and con- 
ſtant. You muſt procure the meanes, this inſtant night, when all 
the people are intheir ſoundeſt fleepe, roſtand vpon one of thoſe 
high exalted Tombs or Monuments, whichare inthe Churchyard 
of Santa Maria Nowella, withthe very faireſt gowne you haue a- 
bout you, becauſe you may appeare the more honorable condiri- 
on, before the aſſembly ſeated togerher,and likewiſe ro make good 
our ſpeeches already deliuered of you, concerning your qualitie 8 
profcſhon : that the Counteſle, perceyuing you to bee a woorthie 
Gentlemzn, may haue youfirſt honoured with the Bathe, and af. 
terward Knighted at her owne coſt and charge, But you muſt con- 
tinue ſtilyponthe Tombe (dreadleſle of nightly apparitions & vi- 
ſions) vatull ſuchtime as weſendfor you. 

And for your berter information in cuery particulare; a Beaſt, 
blackeand horned, bur of no great ſtature, willcomero fetch you: 
perhaps he will vie ſome gaſtly noiſes, ſtraunge leapes, and loftie 
trickes, onely to terrific and affright you : but when he perceiueth 
that he cannot daunt you, hee will gently comencere-you, which 
when hchath done, you may deſcend from off the Tombe and, 
withoutgaming or thatking on God, or any ofhis Saintes, mount 
boldly on his backe, for he wxlſtand ready to receiuc you. Being 
ſoſcated, croſſe your armes ouer your breſt, without preſuming to 
touch or handle the Beaſt, for he will carry you thence ſoftly, and 
ſo bring youalong ro the company. Bur ifin allthis time of your 
trauaile, you callon heaven, any Saint, or bee poſſefled withrhe 
leaſtthought of feare : I mult plainely tell you, that either hee will 
caſt you dangerouſly, or throw you into ſome noyſom place. And 
therefore, ifyouknow your ſelfe, not to be of a conſtant courage, 
and ſprightly bold, to vndertake ſuch an aduenture as this : neuer 
preſume any further, becauſe you may doe vsa great deale of in- 
turie, without any gaineor benefitero your ſclfe, bur rather ſuch 
hut as we would bevery ſorry ſhould happen vnto fo deerea 
Friend. | 

Alas honeſt Buffalmaco, anſwered the Phyſirian,thou artnot halfe 
acquainted with me as yet : becauſe I walke with gloues vpon my 
hands, and in along Gowne, thou perhappes doeſt imagine mee a 
faint-hearted fellow. If thou didſt know, what I hane heeretofore 
doncar Bologna inthe night time, when I and my Conſforrs went 
ro viſice pretty wenches, thou wouldſt wonder at my couragious 
attempts. ASI ama Gentleman, one night, we met with a young 
Bona Roba, a paltry greene-ſicknelle baggage, ſcarſely aboue a Cu- 
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bite in height, & becabſe ſhe refuſed topo withvs willingly: I axue 
hera ry the bum, and ſpurnde i os 4 4 Foto 
ſhooteindiſtance from me, and made her walke with vs whether 
ſhewould,orno. , Another time Iremember,; when bauing no 0- 
ther company but my w_ | wentthorow the'Churchyard of the 
Fryars Minors, after the ſounding of Awe Maria + awomin hadde 
becne buried therethe very ſameday, and yet I was not atone af- 
fraid. IES21 3.4; | 

Wherefore, neucr be diſtruſtfullof mee, bur reſoluedly builde 
vpon my courage. And inregard of my morehonourable enter- 
tainmenr, I will then weare my Scarlet Gowneand Hood, wherein 
I receyued my graduation ; and thendo bothof you obſerue;whar 
a rejoycing will beamong the whole company, at the entertaini 
ofſuch asa manas I am, enough tocreate me Captaine immediat- 
ly. You ſhall percetuealſo how the caſe will go,after I haue beene 
there bura whule, in regard that rhe Counteſle (hauing as yerneuer 
ſecne me) is ſo deepely enamored of mee : ſhecannot chooſe but 
beſtow the Bathe and Knight-hood on me , which ſhee ſhall haue 
the more honour of, in regard Iam well able to maintaine it,there-. 
forereferre all the reſt ro mee, and neuer miſdoubt your iniurie or 
mine. 7 , 

Spoken like a Gallant, replyed Buff#imarco, andI feare not now, 
but we ſhall winne credite by your company.Bur be carcfull I pray 
you, that you make nota mockery of vs, and come notarall, or 
fayleto be there, when the Bcaſt ſhall be ſent for you ; Iipeake it 
the rather, becauſe it is cold weather, and you Gentlemen Phyſi- 
tians can hardly endure it. Youarecarefull ofmee (quoththe Do- 
or) and I thanke youfor it, but I appl:ud my faire Starres, Iam 
none of your nice or caſie-frozen fellowes, becauſe cold weather is 
very familiar to me. dare aſſure you,whenT ariſe in the night time 
for that naturall office whercto all men are ſubic&, I weare no war- 
merdefence,then my thin waſtcoat ouer my ſhirt, and finde it ſuth- 
cient for the coldeſt weather at any time. 

When Bruno and Buffalmaco had takentheir leave, the Phyſiti- 
an, ſo ſoone as night drew necre, vied many apt excuſes to his wife, 
ſtealing forth his Scarlet Gowneand Hood valcene of any, where- 
with being clothed : atthe time appointed, he got vpon one? of the 
Marble Tombes, ſtaying there (quaking with cold awaiting when 
the Beaſt ſhould come. Bufſalmaco, being aluſty tall man. of per- 
ſon, had got anvely masking ſuite, ſuch as are made vic of:in Tra- 
pedies and Playes, the our-ſide being of black ſhagged haire, wher- 
withbeing cloathed, he ſeemed like a ſtrange deformed Beare, and 
a Divels vizard ouer his face, withtwo gaſtly horrible hornes,, and 
thus diſguiſed, Bruno following him, they went to behold the me 
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of the bufineſſe, ſo farre as the new Market place; cloſely adioining 
to Santa Maria Nonella. | | afoul £5157 

Hauing cſpyed Maſter DoQtor m—_ the Tombe, Buffalmaco in 
his miſhapen habite, _ to bound, leape; and carriere, ſnuffling 
and blowing in mad and raging manner : which when the Phyſin- 
anſaw, his haire ſtood on end, he quaked and trembled, as-being 
more fearfullthen a Woman, wiſhing himſelfe at home againcin 
his houſe, rather then to behold a ſight ſo dreadfull. But becauſe he 
was come forth, and had ſuch an carneſt delire, to ſee the wonders 
related to him ; he made himſelfe ſo coragious as poſhbly he could, 
and bare all out in formall manner. Afrerthat Buffalmaco had (an 
indifferent while) plaide his horſe-trickes, ramping and ſtamping 
ſomewhart ſtrangely : ſceming as become of much milder temper, 
he went necreto the Tomb whereon the Phylitian Rood, and there 
appearcd to ſtay contentedly. 

Maſter Doctor, trembling and quaking ſtill extreamely, was ſo 
farre diſmayed, as he knew not what was beſt to be done, cither ro 
 mounton the beaſts backe, or not to mount ar all: In the end,rhin- 
king no harme could happen to him,if he were once mounted, with 
theſecond feare, hee expelled rhe former, and deſcending downe 
ſoftly from rhe Tombe, mounted on the beaſt, ſaying outalowdc: 
God, Saint Dominicke,and my good Angell telpe ro defend mee. 
Scating himſelfe ſo well as he could, but trembling ſtill exceeding» 
ly; he croſſed his armes ouer his ſtomacke, according to the Leſſon 
giuenhim. | 

Then did Buffalmaco ſhape his courſe in milde manner, toward 
Santa Maria della Scala, and groping to finde his way inthe darke, 
went on fo farre as the Siſters of Ripo/ce, commonly called rhe Yir- 
gin Sandtuary. Notfarre off from tence, were diuers trenches & 
ditches, wherein ſuch men asare imployed inneceſſary night-fer- 
uices, vſed to empty the Counteſle di Cimillari, and afterward im- 
ployedit for manuring Husbandmens grounds. Buffa/maco,being 
come neere one of them, he ſtayed to breath himſelle awhile, and 
rhencatching faſt hold on one of rhe Do&ours fete, rayſed him 
ſomewhat higher on his back, for the caller diſcharging of his bur- 
on, and ſo pitched him (with his head forwardes) into the Lay- 
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Then began he to make a dreadful kinde of noiſe, ſtamping and 
trampling with his fecte, paſſing backe againe to Santa Maria dela 
Scala, and to Prato d'Ogniſſant:, a, met with Brune, who 
was conſtrained to forſake him, becauſe he could not refraine from 
lowde Laughter, then both went backe once more, to ſee 
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Maſter DoRtor ,; of tobetinſuthiainiabhonunible 
ſtinking place,laboured with all hisvemoſten ix0; 
releaſed thence : burthe. more hecantended 


forth, he plunged himaſelfe tby further jo,bairigmeft Tulle 
Ortn,in A EL JD, 6K: prtully: 
red from head to tbordighing amd! barter camara af 
cauſe much ofthe foalewater entredinat-hismburh. Inthelend, 
being torceg to Jeaue his hood behindehim, both with 
his hands and fect, he got langling qut of hisſtinking Labyrinth; & 
bauing no other means; tiome hereturned to his own houſt autere 
knocking at the.doore, he was at.length admitted'entrance , -Fhe 
doore being ſcarſe mage faſt againe after his letring in , Buffalryaco 
and Bruno weretherearriued, liftning how M. Doctor ſhouldþbee 
welcomd home by his angry wite: who ſcolding and railing at him 
with wonderfull impatience, gaue him moſt hard and birter ſpee- 
ch:s,terming him the vileſt man liuing,. | 
Where haue you bin Sir ? quoth ſhe, Are you becom anight« 
walkeratter other Women ? And could noworſe garments {erve 
your turne, but your Doctors gown of Scarlet ? Am [I to ſuffer this 
behauiour? Or am not I ſufficient to content you, but youmuſtbe 
longing after change ; -I would thouhad(tbjn ſtifled in that foule 
filth, where thy fouler life did iuſtly caſt yhee, Behold poodly Ma- 
ſter Door of the Leyſtall, who being mawied to an haneſt woman 
muſt yet go abroadin ae time,inſariatly luſting after whoxes 
and hartots. Wirhtheſeand the like intemperate ſpeechts.ſhe pea- 
{ed notroaMict and tormenthim, till the night was-almoſt ſpent, 
and the Doctor brought intoa ſweeter fauour,  ,  bayo10 
The next morning, Bruno and Buſſalmago,hauing colowrd theit 
bodyes with a ſtrange kinde of painung, reſtmbling bliſters, yet 
lings,and bruiſes,as if they had bin.extreamly beaten; came'torhe 
Phyſicians houſe, finding him to be newly yp,alche houſe yer ſmel- 
ling afhis foule ſauour- (althoughir had bitrvery wellperfurned) 
and being admitted to him inthe Garden, hee welcommedchem 
with the mornings ſalutarions. But Bruno and Buffalmaco (being 0- 
therwiſe prouided for him) deliuering ſtearnc and angry lookes, 
ſtamping and chafing, Bruno thus replyed. 
Neuer ſpeake ſo faire and flattering to vs, for weare moued be- 
yondull compaſſe of patience. All misforrunes inthe worlde fall 
Vpon you, and an kar! 5p may you dye, like the moſt falſe and 
perfidious Traitor living onthe earth. We muſt beate our brains, 
and moucall our moſt endeared friends, onely for your honor and 
| aduancement : while wee were well necreſtarued to death in the 
cold like Dogs, and,by your breach ofpromiſe, haue bin this night 
ſo extreamly beaten, as if (like Aſſes) we ſhould haue beenedriuen 
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derthe Gallery, where they might not be diſcoueredby ouermvch 
hr, they opened their boſoimes , ſhewed him their painted bo. 
dies,and {odainly cloſed themi vp yo. 

The Phyſirian laboured ro excule himſelfe,declaring his misfor. 
tunes at large,and into what a filthy place he was throwne. It ma- 
keth no matter (anſwered Bufſal/maco) I would you had bin thro- 
wen from off rhe Bridge into Arao, where-you might haue beene 
recommended tothe Diuell, and all his Saints. Did notI tell you 
ſo much before. In good ſadneſſe (quoth the DoQor) I neyther 
commended my ſclte to God, nor any of his Saints. How * fayde 
Buffalmaco, I am ſureyou will maintainean yntrueth, you vieda 
kinde of recommendation : for our meſſengertold vs, that you tal- 
ked of God,S.Dominicke,and your good Angell,whom you defi- 
redto afliſt you, being ſo aftrighted with feare; that you trembled 
like aleafe vyponatree, not knowing indeede where you were: Thus 
haue you vnfaithfully dealt with vs, as neuer any man ſhall doe the 
like 2gaine, in ſeeking honour,and loſing it through yout own neg- 
lizence. B_ | 
"Maſter Doctor humbly entreated pardon, andthat they would 
not reuile him any more, labouringto appeaſe them by the beſt 
words he could vſe, as fearing leaſt they ſhould publiſh this grear 
diſgrace of him. And whereas (beforc)he gaue them gracious wel- 
comes; now he redoubled them with farre greater coutteſies , fea- 
ſting them daily at his own table, and euermore delighting intheir 
company. Thus (as you haue heard) two poore Painters of Fle- 
rexce, taughe Maſter Doctor better Vit, thenall rhe Learned art 
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A Cicilian CourteZane, named Madame Biancafiore, by her cra rftie 
wit and policie, deceineda young Merchant, called Salabetto,of all 
the moncy he had taken for his Wares at Palermo. Afterward, be 
making ſhew of comming hither azajne, with farre richer Mey- 
chandiſes then hee brought before : mage the meanes to borrow « 
great ſumme of Money of her, leauing her ſo baſe a pawne, as well 


requited her for her former cozenage. 


The Tenth Nouell. 


hereby appeareth, that ſuch as meet with cunning Harlots,and ſuf- 
fer themſelues to be deceiued by them : muſt ſharpen their Wits, to 
make them requitall inthe ſelfeſame kinde. 
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Ecdleſſeit were to queſtion, whether the Nouell related 
by the Queene, in diuers paſſages thereof, mooued rhe 
Ladiesro hearty laughter, and likewiſe ro compaſſionate 

ſighes and reares ; aspittying Madame Helena in her hard misfor- 

runc, and yet applauding the Scholler for his iuſt reuenge . Bur 
the diſcourſe being ended, Dionew, who knew it was his Office to 
be the laſt ſpeaker euery day, after ſilence was commanded, he be- 
ganin this manner. | Ho 
Worthy Ladies, it is a matter very manifeſt, that deceitsdoap- 
peareſo much the more pleaſing, = (by the ſelte-fame ——_ 
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the ſubtle deceyner is artificially decciued. In which reſpeR,though 
youall haue reported very angular deceits: yer whs.nob rel ou 
one, that may proue aSp to you, aSany of your owne. And 
fo much the , becauſe the woman deceiued, was a great and 
cunning Miſtrjs in beguiling others; <qualling (if not excelling)any 
of your former beguilers. 


It hath bene obſcrued heretofore, and (happily) atthis very day 
itis as frequent, that in all Cities and Townes vpon the Sea-coaſts, 
hauing Ports for the benefit and venting Merchandiſes;Merchants 
vie to bring their wealthy laden Veſſels thither . And when they 
vnlade any Ship of great fraught, there are prepared Store-houſes, 
which in many places are called MageFznes or Doganaes, at the 
charge of the Communalty, or Lord of the Towne or City, for the 
vic whereof, they receiue yearly gain and benefit. Into thoſe ware- 
houſcs, they deliuer(vnder writing,and to the owners of them in e- 
ſpeciall charge) all their goods and merchandiſes, of whar price cr 
valew ſocuecr they are. 

Such as be the O wners of theſe Magazines, whenthe Wares are 
thus ſtored vppe in them , 'doe ſafely locke them vp there withtheir 
keycs, hauing hiſt regiſtred downe truly all the goods,in the Kegi- 
ſter belonginggo the Cuſtome-houſle, thatthe Merchant may hauc 
a iuſt account tendred him, and the rights paycd tothe Cuſtome- 
houſe, according to the Regiſter, and asthey are cither in part , or 
in all madc ſale of. 

Brokers arecontinually thercattending , being informed in the 

uality ofthe Merchandiſes ſtored,and likewiſe to what Merchants 
boy appertaint : by meanes of rheſemen , and according as the 
goods cometo their hands, they deuiſe ro haue them exchaunged, 
rrucked, vented, and ſuch other kinds of diſpatches, anſwerable ro 
the mens minds,and worth of the Commodities. As in many 0- 
ther Kingdomes and Countries, ſo wasthis cuſtome obſcrued at 
Palermoin Sicily, where likewiſe then were, and (nodoubt)now a- 
dayes arc, ſtoreof Women, faire and comely of perſon , but yet 
vowed enemiesto honeſty. 

Neuertheleſle, by ſuch as know them nor, they arc held and re- 
putcd to be blameleſſe Women, and by ycilding their bodyes vn- 
to generall vie, are the occaſion of infinite misfortunes to men. For 
lo _ as they cſpy a Mcrchant-ſtranger there atriucd, they vvin 
informationfromthe Booke belonging to the Magazin,what wares 
are therein ſtored, of what valew they bee, and who is the Owner 
ofthem. Afterwards, by amorous aRions, and affable ſpeeches , 
they allure yong Merchants to take knowledge of them, to bee fa- 
miliar in their company, till from ſore they get moſt part of their 
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wealrh, from others all. Nay, diuers hane gone ſo farre,as ro make 
Port-lale of Ship, Goods, and Perſon, ſocunningly they haue bene 
ſhauen by theſe Barbers, and yer withoutany Razor. 

| Itcametopaſle, and no long timeſince, thata young Florentine 
of ours, named Xjccolo da Cignano, but more viually called Sala- 
betto, imployed as Fator for his Maiſter, arriued at Palermo : his 
Ship ſtored with many Woollen Cloathes, a remainder of ſuch as 
had bin ſold at the Mart of Sa/erno , amounting in valew to abouc 
fiue hundred Florines of Gold, When he had ginen in his packer 
tothe Cuſtome-houlſe, and made them vp ſafe in his Warchouſe . 
without making ſhew of deliring any ſpeedy diſparch,he delighted 
to view all parts of the City, as mens minds are continuallic addi- 
&ed to Nouelties. He beinga very faire andaffable yong man,ca- 
ſie to kindleafte&ion in a very modeſt eie : it fortuned,thar a Cour- 
tezanc, oneof our before remembred ſhauers, who termed hir ſelfe 
Madame Barcafiore,hauing heard ſomewhat concerning his affairs, 
beganne todart amorous glances at him. Whichthe indiſcreere 
youth perceyuing, and thinking her to be ſome great Lady: began 
alſo to grow halte perſwaded, that his comely perſon was plecating 
eo hcr,and therefore he would carrie this good fortune of his ſome- 
what cauteloully. 

Withour imparting his mind vnto any one, he woulddaily paſſe 
too and fro before her doore ; which ſhe obſeruing, and hauing in- 
differently wounded him with her wanton piercing lookes: ſhe be- 
ganto vſethe firſt tricke of her Trade,, by pretending herenflamed 
affetion towards him, which made her pinc and conſume away in 
care, except he might be moucd topitty her. Whereupon,ſheſent 
one of her Pandoraes vnto him, pertely inſtruted in the Art ofa 
Magquerella , who (after many cunning counterfetred {1ghes, and 
reares, which ſhe hadalwayes ready at command, told him ; that 
his comely perſon and compleate perfeRions, had ſo wounded the 
very ſoulc of her Miſtrefſe, as ſhe could cnioy no reſt inany place, 
cither by day or night. In regard whereof, ſhe deſired (aboue all 
things clſs) to mecte with him priuately in a Bathe : with which 
Wordes, ſhe ſtraightway tooke a Ring forth ofher purſſe, and in 
moſt humble manner, dcliueredit vnto him, asa token from her 
Miſtreſſe, 

Salabettohauing heard this Meſſage, was the oncly ioyfall man 
that could be : and hauing receyucd the Ring, looking on it aduiſed- 
ly; firſt kiſſed it, and then put it vpon his finger. Theninanſwerto 
the Meſſenger, heſayd : Thatifher Miſtrelſe Biencafiore affected 
him, ſhe ſuſtained no loſſe thereby , in regard he Joued her as fer- 
uently, and was ready ro be commanded by her, atany time when- 
locuer ſhe pleaſcd. | Sg 
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She having deliuercd this meſſage to her Miſtreſle, waspreſem- 
ly returned backe againerto him, tolethimvnderſtand, in which of 
CPE NOT TO RT OE Wye Eue- 
ins. This being c unlclte onely to keepe, he imparted 
Py to any friend wharſocuer ;but whenthe = xn 
ting was come, he went vnto the place where he was appointed, a 
Bathe (bclike) beſt agreeing with ſuch buſineſſe. ; 
Nor long had he tariedthere, but two Women fſlaues came la- 
dento him,the one bearing a Martrefle of fine Fuſtian on hir head, 
and the other agreat Bzsker filled with many things. Hauing ſpred 
the Mattreſſe ina faire Chamber on a Couch-bed, they couered it 
with dclicate white Linnen ſheets, all about embroidred with faire 
Fringes of gold,then laid they on coſtly quilts of rich Silkes, artifi- 
cially wro:ghtwith gold and filuer knots, hauing pearles and pre- 
cious ſtones interwouen among them, and two ſuch rich pillowes, 
as ſildome beforc had the like bin ſeene. Salabettopurting! off his 
garments.entred the Bath prepared for him, wheretherwo Slaues 
waſhed his bocy very neatly.Soone after came Zzancafiore hirſclte, 
attended on by rwo other women ſlaues,and ſeeing Salabertoin the 
Bathe ; making hima lowly reuerence, breathing forth infinitediſ- 
ſemblcd ſighes,and teares trickling downe her cheekes,kifſing and 
embracing him, thus ſhe ſpake. 

Iknow not what manelfe inthe worlde, beſide thy ſclfe, could 
hauerhe powerto bring me hither: the fire flew from thy faire cies 
(O thou incompareable louely T#ſave) that melted my foule,and 
makes me oncly liueat thy command. Then hurling off herlight 
wearing garment (becauſeſhe came prepared for the purpoſe) ſhee 
ſept intothe bathe to him, and, not permitting the Slaues a-while 
tocome necre , none but herſelfe muſt now laue his body, with 
Muske compounded Sopeand Gilly-floures, Afterward,thelaues 
waſhed both him and her, bringing two goodly ſheeres, ſofteand 
white, ycelding ſuch adelicate ſmell of Roſes, euen as if they had 
bene made of Role-leaues. Inthe one, they folded Salaberts, and 
herinthe other, and ſo conueyed them ontheir ſhoulders vnto the 

repared Bed-Couch, where becauſe they ſhould not ſweate any 
Ln hoy tooke the ſheers fromabourt them,and laid them gent- 
ly inthebed. | 

Thenthey opened the Basket, wherein were diuers goodly Sil- 
uer bottles, ſome filled with Roſewaters,others with flowers of O- 

renges, and Waters diſtilled of Gelſomine, Muske, and Amber- 
Greece, wherewith (againe) the ſlaves bathed their bodyesin the 
bed,& afterward preſented them with variery of Comfites, as alſo 


very precious Vines, ſcruing them in ſtead of a little Collation . 
celine] ſuppoſed himſclf ro be inParadiſe: for this appeared tobe 
no 


pruned ons 01 5: Tas; 


_- 


ene: ESE | = 


cing Salabetto, beſtowed TR further fauours on him , whichthee ; 
came for, eng rt: zmbekeiſc 
was CACeeangly1 imagined, 'thar: 
ed froth 'the integritp-of heraffeQion towards. hum: » 
When the thoughripconuenient time-tode 
returned : they cloarhed themſclaes, and 
ready prepared torithemz where-with they 
ſpirits, after they had firſt waſhed in eons han ra Ar Par: 
ting * $4labetro(quoth ſhe) whenfocucrthy leyſurts ſhal beſkſetuc 
thee, I will repute -iras my checkeſt hppa thar-rhou.waltiac- 
cepra Supper and Lodging in my houſe, which let ir be this.inftane 
night, ifthoucanſt. He Sr crrennny' y caught, both by hirbeau- 
ty andflattering behaniour : beleeued faithfully; that he was as in- 
tixely beloned of her, as the hearris ofthe body: whercuppon hee 
thus anfivdded, Madame, wharſoeuer pleaſeth you; muſt needes 
be much more acceptable vnto mee*: and therefore, mor onely 
may command myeruice this night, but likewiſe the whote ent 
ployment ofmy lifes tobe onely yours nm y nav Gama ſtudies = 
endeauours. 

'No ſooner did be heare this anſiver, boa he rerarndihome ta 
her owne houſe, which ſhedecked m moſt ſumprnons maner,amt 
allo made ready: a coſtly Supper, expeCting che artiuall of Salabesi 
to: who'when the darke night was indifferently well entred,wehe 
thither, and was welcommed with wondertall: _— waming 
no coſtly Wines and Delicares all the Supper white) ''Being after- 
ward conducted intoa goodly Charmber,hef1 admirable 
ſweete ſenting ſauours, ſuch as might well beſeemea Princes Pals 
lace. He beheld a moſt coſtly Bed, and veryiehfurniture-round 
about the roome : which when he Had duly'confidered to himſdlf, 
he was conſtantly perfivaded,chatſhewas a Lady dfinfinlt 
Andalthough he had heard divers flying era macs, Fae rd 
life, yethee would notcrediteanyit we, wo cc) for attwit tie 


ſhe n__ (perhappes) beguile ſome ther; yer-flee 
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on; br wharſocuer hereafter ſhal happen wi 
He bcing not alittle proud of this her bountifull offer (haui 
neucr beſtowedany g on her, becauſe by yo meanes ſhee woul 
admit it) after many {weet kiſſes and embraces ; departed thence, 
ro the place where the Merchants vſually frequented: reortingto 
her (from time to time) as occaſion ſerued, and paying not one {in- 
openy forall his wanton pkaſure, by which cunning baytcs (ar 
h) ſhecaughthim. . _.. Pr Trevt on ent nads 
Itcame to paſſe, that hauing made ſalc of all his Glothes,where- 
by heehad great gaines, and the moneyesiuſtly payed him at the 
times appointed : Bjancafiore got intelligencethereof , yer nor by 
himybur from one of the Brokers. Salaberro comming one night to 
ſup with her, ſheembraced and kiſſed him-as {he was wontito doe, 
and ſecmcd ſo wonderfully addidted in louetohitn, cuen as if ſhee 
would hauedycd with delight in lus armes. Ipſtantly, ſhee would 


necds beſtow rwo goodly git ſtanding Cuppes on hun, which S4- 
labettoby no meanes wo 


d recciue, becauſc ſhe hatlformerly bin 
very bounrifull ro him, to abouethe value of an hundzed Crowns, 
and yet ſhe would nor take ofhim ſo much asa mite... . Ar lengths 
preſſing ſtill more tokens of her loue arid bourity oh him, which he 
as courteoully denied, as ſhe kindly offered: one of her: VVamen- 
ſlaues (as (hee had before cunningly appointed) ſodainely calling 
her, forthwith ſhe departed out of her Chamber . And when ſhe 
had continued a pretty while abſent, ſhe returned againe weeping , 
andthrowing her ſelfe downe vpon her Pallet, breathcd forth ſuch 
__ and wofullamentations, as no Woman could poſhbly doc 
the uke, 

_ Salabetto amazedly wondering therear, tooke her in his Armes, 
and Eng with her, ſaid. Alas my deare Loue, what ſodain 
accident hath befalne you,ro v 


_— lamentablc alteration:Ifyou = 
lout me, hide it not from me. After hehadoftcn cntrearedher in 


this manner, caſting her armesabour his necke, and ſighinpas if her 
heart would breake, thus ſhereplyed. ' -- 5, + 
-Ah Salaberzo, the oncly Iewell of my ioy.on earth, I knowe not 
whatto do, or ſay, for (cuen now) I received Letters from Meſ6i- 
#4, whercin my Brother writes to me; thar akthough it coſt the{ale 
ofall my goods, or wharſocucr elſe I haue belide, I muſt (within 
eight daycs ſpace) not faile to ſend him a thouſand Florins of gold, 


orelſehc muſt haue his head ſmitten off, Ant] ene 
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meanes to procurathem ſo ſo0ne.): For, if the liniation of fifecene 
daycs mighr ſcruetheturne, I couldiborrowtheminaphce,where 
I can command a farre greater famitne;vrelſe Iwould kelforne 
ofour Lands. , But becing noway able ro furniſh him ſoſoone, 1 
would I had died þefare I heard theft diſmall rydings.' Andin the 
uttering oftheſe words, ſhe gracedthem with fuch cunning diffem- 
bled ſorrow ,as if he had meant truly indeed. 

Salabetto, in whom the fury of his amorous flames, had 'conſu- 
med a great part of his .neceflary vnderſtandingy, belceuingheſe 
counterfetted tears and complaints of hers, to proceed from anhho- 
neſt meaning ſoule; raſhly and fooliſhly thus replied. Deare Branca- 
fiore, I cannor furniſh you with a thouſand golden Florines,but am 
able to lend you five hundred, it I werefureoftheir repayment ar 
fifteenedayes, wherein you are highly beholding to Fortune, thar 
I haue made fale ofall my Cloathes; which if they had lycn Kill on 
my hand, my power could nor ſtretch to lend you five Florines. 
Alas dearc heart(quoth ſhe) would you bein ſuch want of money, 
and hide it from her that loues you fo loyally £ Why did you not 
make your need knowneto me? Although T am not furnithed of a 
thouſand Florines; yer I hauc alwaies ready three or foure hundred 
by me, co do any kinde office for my friend. In thus wronging me, 
you haue robd me of all boldnes, to preſume vpon your offer made 
mc. Salabetto,far faſter inveigled by theſe words then before, ſaid; 
Let not my folly(bright B:ancafiore) cauſe you to refuſe my friend- 
ly offer,in ſucha caſe ofextreme neceſſity : I haue them ready pre- 
pared tor you,and am heartily ſory,,that my power cannor turniſh 
you with the whole ſumme. 

Thencatching him faſt in her armes, thus ſhe anſwered. NowT 
plainly perceiue, my deareſt Salabetro , that theloucthou beareſt 
meistrue and perfe&; when, without expeRation of being reque- 
ſted, thou art readieto ſuccour me in ſuch an vrgent neede, & with 
ſo faire a ſumme of Florines. Sufficiently was I thine owne befor, 
but now am much more ingaged by ſo highdeſeruing ; ' with this 
particular acknowledgement for cucr, that my Brothers head was 
redeemed by thy goodneſſe onely. Heauen bearcth merecord,how 
vnwilling I amo be bcholding in this kind, confidring thar you arc 
a Merchant,& Merchants furniſh al their affairs with ready monis: 
but ſeeing necefhiry.conſtraineth me,and I make no doubr of repai- 
ment atthe time appointed : I ſhall the more boldly accept your 
kindnes, with this lure promiſe hefide, chat I wil rather (ell all 
the houſesI haue,then breake my honeſt word withyou. : 

Counterfeit teares ſtill drayning downe her checks, and Se/aber- 
zo kindly comforting ber; hecoprated there with hir all chat night, 

D ro 
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ro expreſſe himſelfe her moſt liberall ſeruant; And, without expe. 
ing any more requeſting, the next morning he RO her/the 
five hundred Florines, which ſhe receiued with a laughing heart, 
bur outward diſſembled weeping cies, Sa/abetto neuer demanding 
any other ſecurity, but onely her ſingle promite. DI 
Biancafiore, hauing thus receiued the fiue hundred Florines, 'the 
indiction of the Almanacke began to alter : ' and whereas (before) 
Salabetto could come ſee her whenſocuer he pleaſed, many occaſi- 
ons now happened, whereby he came ſeuentimes for once,and yet 
his entrance was ſcarſcly admitted, neither was his entertainment 
ſo affable, or his cheare ſo bountifull, as in this: former acceſſes thi- 
ther. Moreouer,whenthe time for repaiment was come,yea a mo- 
neth or two ouer-paſt, and hedemanded to haue his money ; hee 
could haue nothing but words for paiment.Now he beganro con- 
ſider onthe craft and cunning of this wicked Woman, as alſo his 
owne ſhallow vnderſtanding.knowing he could make no proofe of 
his debt,but what her ſelte liſted to ſay, hauing neither witnes, ſpe- 
cialty, bill or bond to ſhew : which made his tolly ſo ſhamefull to 
him, thar he durſt not complaineto any perſon, becauſe he had re- 
ceiued ſome aduert{ements before, whereto he wold by no means 
liſten,and now ſhould haue no other amends, but publike infamie, 
ſcorne and diſgrace,which made him almoſt weary of his life, and 
much to bemoane his owne vnhappincſle. He receined alſo diuers 
Letrers from his Maſter,to make rerurne of the 500. Florines ouer 
by way of banke,according as he had vſedto do : but nowe could 
performe no ſuch marter. 

Hereupon, becauſe his crror ſhould not be diſcoucred,he depar- 
red in a ſmall veſfellthence,not making for Piſa, as hc ſhould haue 
done,bur directly for Naples hee ſhaped hiscourſe. Arthart inſtant 
lodged there,Don Pietrodella Conigiano, Treaſurer ofthe Empreſle 
of Conſtantinople, a manof great wiſedome and vnderſtanding, as 
alſo very ingenious and politike, he being an eſpeciall Fauourer of 
Salabetto and all his friendes , which made him preſumethe more 
boldly (being vrged thereto by meere neceſſity, the beſt correor 
of wandering wits) toacquaint him with his lamentable'misfor- 
tune,in cuery particular as it had hapned,requeſting his aid and ad- 
uice,how he might beſt weare our * reſt of his dayes, becauſe hee 
neuer meant toviſit Florence any more. | 

Conigiano being much diſpleaſed atthe repetition of his Follie, 
ſharply reproued him,ſaying.Thou haſt done leudly,in carying th 


_ © ſelfeſolooſely,and ſpending thy Maſters goods ſo careleſly, whict 


choughlI cannortruly tearme ſpent , but rather art meerely couſe- 
ncedandcheatcd of them, yetthou ſeeſt atwhar adeere rate _ 


Me 


haſt purchaſed pleaſure, which yet isnot viterly helpleſſe, biit may 
by one meanes or other be recouered, ' And being a man of wook- 
derfull apprehenſion, aduiſed him inſtantly what was to bee dbrie, 
furniſhing him alſo with a ſumme ofmoney, wherewith to adien- 
rureaſecond loſſe,in hope of recouering the firſt againe : he caiiſed 
diuers Packes to be well bound vp, with the Merchants markes or- 
derly made onthem,and bought about twenty Buttes or Barrelles, 
all filled (as it were) with Oyle, andtheſe pretended commodities 
being ſhipt, Salaberto returned with them to Pa/ermo. Where ha- 
uing giuen in his packets tothe Cuſtome-houſe, and entred them 
all vnder his owne name, as being both owner 2nd factor : all his 
Wares were lockt vp in his Magr7ne, with open publication, that 
he would not ventany of them, betore other merchandiſes (which 
he daily expected) were thcre allo arrived. 

Bjancafiore hauing heard thereof, and vnderſtanding withall,that 
he had brought Merchandiſes now with him, amounting to abone 
two thouſand Florins, ſtaying alſoin expeationof other commo- 
ditics, valewing betterthen three thouſand more, ſhe beganne to 
conſider with her fclfe, that ſhe had nor yet gotten money enough 
from him, and theretore would caſt a figure Br a farre bigger boo- 
ty. Which that ſhe might the more fairely effe&, withour ſo much 
as an imagination of the leaſt miſtruſt : ſhe would repay him backe 
his fiue handred Florines, to winne from him a larger portion of 
two or three thouſand atthe leaſt, and hauing thusſerled her deter- 
mination, ſhe ſent to haue him comeſpeake with her . Salaberto, 
hauing bene ſoundly bitten before, and therefore the better war- 
ranted from the like ranckling teeth, willingly wentto her,not ſhe- 
wing any ſigne of former diſcontent: 8& ſhe,ſeeming as if ſhe knew 
nothing of the wealth he brought with him, Sracing him inas lo- 
uing manner as euer ſhe had done,thus the ſpake. * 

I am ſure Salabetto, you are angry with mee, becauſel reſtored 
not your Florines at my promiſed day. Salaberto 1-96 7 wryagk 
ly anſwered. Belecue me Lady (quoth he)it did a litrle diſtaſt me, 
cuen2s I could haue bin offended with him,that ſhould plucke out 
my heart to beſtow it on you, ifit would yeelde youany content- 
ment. Butto let youknow vnfainedly, how much I am incenſed 
with anger againſt you : ſachand ſo great is the affection I beare 
you, that I haueſolde the berter part of my wholeeffar:, conuer- 
ting the ſame inro Wealthy Merchandiſcs, which T have alreadie 
brought hither with mee, and valewing aboue twothouſand Flo- 
rines, all whichare ſtored vp in War ln Ids nag they re- 
maine, till another Ship come forth of the Weltergieparrs,where- 
1 I hauea much greater bat" pa ynto more ce 
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three thouſand Florines. And my purpoſe is, ro make, my aboade 
heere in this City, which hath won the ſole poſſeſſion of my hearr, 
onely in regard of my Biencafiore,to who I am ſo intircly deuored, 
as both my ſelfe, and whatſocuer elſe is mine (now or _ is 
dedicatcdonely to her ſeruicc; wheretothus ſhe replyed. 

Now truſt me Salabetro, whatſocuer redoundeth to thy good 
and benefite, is the cheefeſt comfort of my ſoule, in regard I prize 
thy loue dearer then mine owne life, and am moſt joyfull of thy re- 
eurne hither againe ; but much more ofthy ſtill abiding heere, be- 
cauſe 1 intendto live onely with thee,ſo ſoone asI hauc taken order 
for ſome buſineſſe of import. In the meane while, let me entreate 
thee to hold me excuſed, becauſe before thy departure hence, thou 
cameſt ſometimes to ſee me, withoutthy entrance admitted; and 
other-whiles againe, found not ſuch friendly entertainement, as 
formerly had bene affoorded. But indeede, andaboue all the reſt, 
in not re-payingthy money according to my promiſe. But confi- 
der good Salabetto, in what great trouble and affiftion of minde 1 
then was, both in regard of my Brothers danger, and other impor- 
tant occurrences beſide, which molleſtations do muchdiſtratt the 
ſenſes, and hinder kinde courtcſies, which otherwiſe would bee ex- 
tended liberally. 

Laſt of all conſider alſo, how difficulta thing it is for a woman, 
ſo — ro raiſe the ſurame of a thouſand golden Florines, when 
one friend promiſeth, and performeth not; another proteſterh, yer 
hath no ſuch meaning ; athird ſweareth,and yerproueth afalſe Ly- 
ar : ſo that by being thus vngently vſcd, a breach is made betweene 
the beſt frendsliuing. From hence ir proceeded, and no other de- 
fect clſc, that I made not duererurne of your five hundied Florins. 
No ſooner were you departed hence, but I had them readie, and as 
many more, and could I haue knowne whither ro ſend them, they 
had bene with you longtime fince, which becauſe I could not (by 
any meanes)compaſle, I kept them ſtill for you in continuall readr- 
neſle, as m—_ of your comming hither againe. So cauſing a purſe 
to be brought,whercin the ſame Florines were, which hee had deli- 
ucred her; (ſhe gaue it into his hand,and prayed him to count them 
ouer,whether there were ſo many,or no. - 

Neuer was Salabettoes heart halfe ſo joyfull before z and having 
countcd them, found them to be his owne fiue hundred Florines : 
ehen, putting them vp into his pocket, he ſaide . Comfort of my 
life, Full well I know that whatſocuer you haue aide, is moſt cer- 
faine ; bur ler vs talke no more of talſhood in friendſhip, or caſuall 
accidents happening vnexpeRed : you baue dealt with mee likea 
moſt loyall Miſtreflc, and heere I proteſt vnlainedly to you, thatas 


well 


— 


—_—  ——— 


- gouerned by Madame L auretta. 


well in reſpe& ofthis kinde courteie, as alſothe conſtancy of mitit 
afteftion to you, youcannot requeſt hercaftera far greaterſumme 
ot me, toſupply any neceſlaric occafian of yours; but(ifmy power 
can performe it) you ſhall aſſuredly finde it certaine: make proofe 
thereof whenſoeuer you pleaſe, aftermy other goods are Landed, 
and I haue cſtabliſhed my eſtate here in your City. 

Hauing in this manner renewed his wontedamiry with her, and 
with words farre enoughoft from all further meaning : Salabetto 
began againe to frequent her company,ſhe exprefling all former fa- 
milarity, and ſhewing her ſelfeas Jauiſhly bountifull co him, in all 
reſpects as before ſhe had done, nay, many times in more magnifi- 
cent manner. 

Bur he intending to puniſh her notorious trechery towatds him, 
when the left himas an open ſcorne to the ,World, wounded with 
diſgrace, and quite out of credit with all his friends : ſhe hauing(on 
aday) ſolemnly inuited him, to {yppe and lodge in her houſe all 
night; he went, both withſad and mclancholly lookes, ſeeming as 
oucrcome with extreamity of ſorrow . Bzancafiore meruayling at 
this ſtrange alteration in him, ſweetly kiſhng and embracing him : 
would needs know the reafon of his paſſionate affliction, & he per- 
mitting her to vrge the queſtion oftentimes togerher, without re- 
rurning any direct anſwere ; toquither in her kind, and with coine 
of her owne ſtampe, after a few difſembled ſighes, he began in this 
manner. 

Ahmy deareſt Loue, I am vtterly vndone, becauſe the Shippe 
containing the reſt of mine expe&ed Merchandiles, is taken by the 
Pyrates of Mozago, and putto the ranſome of tenne thouſand Flo- 


rines of Gold, and my parr particularly, is to pay onethouſand. Ar 


this inſtant I am vrterly deſtitute of money , becauſe the five hun- 
dred Florines which I received of you , I ſenthencethe next daie 
day following to Naples, to buy more cloathes, which likewiſe are 
to be ſent hither. AndifTſhould now make faleof the Merchan- 
dizes in my Magazine (the time of generall vtterance being not yer 
come) I ſhall nor make a pennyworrh for a penny. And my misfor- 
tune isthe greater, becauſe Iam not ſo well knowne heere in your 
City, as to find ſome ſuccour in ſuch an important diſtrefle; wher- 
fore I know not whatto do orſay. Morcouer, it the money be not 
ſpeedily ſent,our goods will be carried into A407ago, andrhenthey 
arc paſt all redemption vererly, ALS, 
Biancafiore appearing greatly diſcontented, as one verily perſwa- 
ded, that this deed, loile was rather hers, then his, becaufe ſhe 
aymedat the maineſt part of all his wealth : began to conſider with 
her ſelfe, which was the likelicſt courſero bee raken , for ROYSs 
goodes 


_—_— 
Rs 


em 
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goods from carriage to Honags : wherupon thus ſhe replied, Hea. 
uenknoweth (my deareſt Sa/aberto) how thy loue maketh me for- 
rowfull for this misfortune, and itgreeueth me to ſee thee any way 
diſtreſſed : forif I had mony lying by mee (as many times I haue) 
thou ſhouldlſt finde ſuccour from my ſelfe onely, bur indeede I am 
notableto helpethee. Trucit is, there isafriend of mine,who did 
lend me five hundred Florines in my need, to make vppe the other 
ſ1mme which I borrowed of thee : but he demandeth extreme in- 
tereſt, becauſe he will not abate any thing of thirty in the hundred, 
and if you ſhould bee forcedto vie him, youmuſt giue him ſome 
good {ccurity.Now for my part,the moſt of my goods here I will 
pawne for thee: but what pledge can you deliver in to make vpthe 
reſt: Wel did Salabettoconceiue,the occaſion why ſhe vrged this 
motion,and wasſo diligentin doing him ſuch apleaſure : for it ap- 
redeuidently ro him,that herſelfe was to lend the mony,wherof 
e was not a lirle ioytul,ſeeming very thankful to hir, T hen he told 
her, that being driuen to ſuch extremity, how vnreaſonable ſocuer 
the vſury was,yerthe would gladly pay forirt . And for her Friends 
further ſecurity, hee would pawne him all the goodsin his Maga- 
Fine,entering them downe inthe name ofthe party, who lent the 
mon''y. Onely he delired to keepe the Keyes of the Ware-houſe, 
as well to ſhew his Merchandiſes, whenany Merchant ſhould bee 
ſo deſirous : asallo to preſeruethem from ill viing, tranſporting or 
changing, before his redemption of them. 

She found no fault with his honeſt offer, but ſayde, hee ſhewed 
himſclte a well-meaning man, and the next morning ſhee ſent for a 
Broker, in whom ſhe repoſed eſpecial rruſt; and after they had pri- 
uately conſulted together, ſhee delivered him a thouſand Golden 
Florines, which were caried by him preſently to Salaberto, andthe 
Bond made in the Brokers name,of all the goods remaining in Sala- 
bettoes ware-houſe, with compolition and abſolute agreement, for 
the prefixed time of the monies repaiment. Noſconer was this 
rricke fully accompliſhed, but p95 wig ſceming as if hewent tore- 
deeme his taken goods : ſerſaile for Naples rowards Pietro della Ca- 
nigiano, with fifteence hundred Florines of Gold : from whence al- 
ſo heſent contentment to his Maſter at Florence (who imployd him 
as his FaCtor at Palermo) beſide his owne packes of Cloathes'. He 
made repayment likewiſe to Canignian0, for the monies which fur- 
niſhed him in this laſt voyage, and any other to whom hee was in- 
debred. So there he ſtayed awhile with Canieniano, whoſe counſel 
thus holpe him to our-reach the Sicilian Courtezance:and meaning 


to dealc in Merchandiſe no more, afterward he returned to Florence 
andthereliucd in govd reputation. | 


Now 


—_———. ii. © 
— 


oouerned by Iadam Lauretta. _ lo 


Nowasconcerning Biaxcafiore, when ſhe ſaw that Saleberto x6- 
turned not againe to Palewo, ſhe bepanneto grow Tom OG J 
ſhed, as halfe ſuſpectingtharwhieh followed.” After the had; 

ed for him aboue two moneths ſpace; ind pereciuedhee carer 


nor any tydings heardofhim : ſheecauſed the Brokerto breake'o? 

nthe Magazine, caſting forth rhe Burtes or Barrels, which ſhee 

leeued tobee full of good Oyles. Burtthey wereall filled with 
Sea-water, each of them hauing a ſmall quantity of Oyle floating 
onthe toppe, onely to ſerue whena tryall ſhould bee made. And 
then vnbinding the Packes, made vp in formall and Merchantable 
manner : there was nothing elſe in them, but Logges and ſtumpes 
of Trees, wrapt handſomely in hurdles of Hempe and Tow; onely 
two had Cloathes inthem. So that (to bee briefe) the whole did 
ngt value two hundred Crownes : which whenſhe ſaw, and obſer- 
ued how cunningly ſhe was deceiued : along while after ſhee ſor- 
rowed , for repaying backe the fiue hundred Florines, 'and folly in 
lending a thouſand more, v{ing itas a Prouerbe alwaies after to hir 
ſelfe : That whoſoeuer dealt with a Tuſcane, had neede to haue ſound 


freht and indgement. Soremaining contented (whither ſhe would 
orno) with herloſle: ſhe plainly perceyued, that although ſheli- 


ued by cheating others, yernowatthe length ſhe had merre with 
her match. 


SO 
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220 ſooncas Diomew had ended his Nouell , Madame Laz- 
PXSS&2 7ettaalloknew, that the concluſion of her Regiment was 
BL come ; whereupon, when the counſcllof Cenrgiane had 

paſt with generall commendztion, and the wit of Salabetro nolefle 
applauded, for fitting it with ſuch an cfteRuall proſecution ;, ſhee 
rooke the Crowne of Laurell from her owne head, and er irvpon 
Madame </£m1lliaes, ſpeaking graciouſly in this manner. Madam, 
I am not ableto ſay, how pleaſant aQueene we ſhall have of you, 
batſure Iam, that we ſhall enioy a faire one : let matters therefore 
be ſo honourably carried; that your gouernment may be anſwera- 
ble co your beautifull perfe&ions; which words were no ſooner de 
lincxed,bur ſhe fate downe in her mounted ſeate. 

Madame e/£m/{a being ſomewhar baſhfull, not ſo much of hir 
being created Queene, as to heare her ſelfe thus publikely prayſef, 
with that which Women do moſt of all defire : her face then ap- 
pcating, like the opening of the Damaske Roſe, inthe goodlycit 
morning. But after ſhe had a while deieed her lookes , and the 
Vermillion blulh was vaniſhed away : having taken order withthe 


Maſter of the houſhold, for all needetull occaſions befitting the aſ- 
ſcmbly,thus the began. 


Gracious Ladies, wee behold it daily, that thoſe Oxen which 
haue labourcd in the yoake moſt part of the day, for their more 
conucnient feeding, are let forth at liberty, and permitted ro wan- 
der abroad in the Woods. We ſce moreouer, that. Gardens and 
Orchards, bcing planted with variety of rhe faireſt fruit Trees, are 
equalled in beauty by Woods and Forreſts,inthe plentifull enioy= 
ing of as goodly ſpreading branches. In conſideration whereot,re- 
membring how many dayes wee haue already ſpent (vnderthe ſc- 
ucritic of Lawes impoſed) ſhaping all our diſcourſes to a forme of 
obſcruation : I amof opinion, thar it will not onely well become 
vs, butalſo proue beneficiall for vs,to liue no lovger vnder ſuch re- 
ſtraint, and like enthralled people, deſirous of liberty, wee ſhould 
no more be ſubiced to the yoke, but recoucr our former ſtrength 
in walking freely. 

Wherefore, concerning our paſtime purpoſed for to morrow, I 
am not minded to vſe any reſtrition, or tye you vnto any particu- 
larordination : but rather do liberally graunt, that cucry one ſhall 
deuiſe and ſpeake of arguments agreeing with your owne diſpoliti- 
ONS. 

Beſides, I am verily perſwaded, that variety of matter vrrered ſo 
freely, will be much more delighefull,then reſtraint ro one kinde 4 

purpoſe 


a 


ocucrihat © 


urpoſe onely. Which bein 
ſucceede me 1n the ent, may (as 
oe gttus ſpoken, he Med 
And hauing thus ſpoken, ſhe diſpenſed with 
dance, veil it honld be Supper time! 4 = © y + 
Euery one commended the Queenes appointment,allowing ir to 
xclliſh of good wit and judgement; and beingall riſen, fell to ſuch 
exerciſes as they pleaſed. 1 he Ladies mad Noſegaiesand C hap- 
lets of Flowers, the men playedon their Inſtruments, linging di- 
uers {weete Ditrics to them , and thus were buſicd vngill Supper 
time» Which beeing come, and they ſupping abour the beautifull 
Fountaine : after Supper, they fell to ſinging and dauncing. In the 
end, the Queene, to imitate the order of her predeceſſors, comman- 
ded Pamphilus, that notwithſtanding all the excellent ſongs for- 
ma Ing : he ſhould now fing one, whereunto dutifully obeying, 
thus he began. 


THE SONG. 
The Chorus ſung by all. 


LOVE, Ifound ſuch filicitie 
Andi 0), ” thy capts uitie : 
As Thefore did nener prone, 
And thought me happy, being in Lone. 


=O Omport abounding inmy hart, 

% boy and Delight 

—= In foule and ſpright 
I aid poſſe eſſe in euery part , 


0 Soueratene Loue by thee. 


Thy Sacred fires, 
Fed my deſires, 
And ſtill afþires, 
Thy happy thrall to bee. 
Loue,1 found ſuch felicity , & 


My Song wants power to relate, 
The ſweets of minde 


Which Tdid finde 
In that mo$ bliſſefull tate, 
0 Soueraigne Loue by thee. 

 Noſaddefpaire, 

Or killing care 

( ould me prepare ; 
Still thou didſt comfort me. 
- Lone,Tfound ſuch felicity, &c. 


# 
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et 


_ gonerned by Madame Lanretta. 
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Thate all fuch as do complaine, 
Blafpbeming thee - 

With ( ruelty, 
And ſleights of coy diſdaine. 
0 Soneraigne Loue, to mee 

Thou haſt bene kinde : 

Tf others finde 

Thee worſe inclinde, 
Yet Twill honour thee. 


LOVE, I found ſuch felicitie, 
And oy in thy ( aptiuitie : 
Ads I before did neuer proue, 


But thought me happie , being im Lone. 


Thus the Song of Pamphilas ended, iwhereto all the reſt ( as a 
Chorus) anſwercd with their Voyces, yer cuery one particularly 
(according as they felt their Loue-ſicke pafhons) made a curious 
conſtru&ion thereof, perhaps more then they needed, yet nor Di- 
uining what Pamphilus intended. Andalthoughthey were trauſ- 
ported with variety of imaginations ; yet none of them could ariue 
at his true meaning indecd. Wherefore the Queene, perceiuing the 
Song to be fully ended, and the Ladies, as allo the young Gentle- 
men, willing to go rake their reſt : ſhe commaunded them ſeuerally 
to their Chambers. 


The Endof the Eight Day. 


E e2 


Whereon, vnder the (ronernment of +» M adame 
AE, MILL 14, the «Argument of each ſeue- 
rall Diſcourſe, is not limitted to any one pecu- 
liar ſubieft: but enery one—remaineth at liber - 


ty, to ſpeak of whatſoener themſe!ues be5l pl: a- 
ſeth. 


The Induction. 


[= Aire Aurora, from whole bright 
: NAY land chearecfull lookes, the duskie 


{CS darken ight flyeth as an vtter cne- 


2 Ss 4my,had alrcady reached ſo high as 
SASS the eight Heauen:,; :conuerting It 
Po Alall into an Azurecolour, -and' the 
pretty: Flowrets beganneto: ſpred 
open cheir Leanes..: when Madame #mila, beeing 
riſen, cauſed all her female atcendanes, and theyong 


Gentle- - 


—_— —_ 


The InduTion, wi 


Gentlemen likewiſe, to be ſummoned for their per-- 
ſonall appearance. Who being all come, the Queen 
leading the way, and they following her Maiefticke 
pace, walked into a little Wood, notfarre off diſtant 
from the Palace. | | 

No ſooner were they there arriued, but they be- 
held ſtore of Wilde Beaſts, as Hindes, Hares, Goats, 
and ſuch like ; ſo ſafely ſecured from the purſuite of 
Huntſmen (by reaſon of the violent Peſtilence then 
reigning) that they ſtood gazing boldly at them, as 
dreadlefle of any danger, or as if they were become 
tame and Domeſticke, 

Approaching neerer them, firſt to one, then vn- 
to another, as 1f they purpoſed to play gently vvith 
them, they then beganne to 48 Ls and runne, ma- 
king them ſuch paſtime with ther pretty tripping, 


that they conceyued great delight in beholding of 
them, 


But when they beheld the Sunne to exaltir ſelfe, it 
was thought conuemient to return back again,{ſhrou- 
ding themſelues vnder the Trees ſpreading armes, 
their hands full of lweete Flowers and Odoriffterous 
Hearbes, which they had gathered in their Walking, 
So that ſuch as chanced to meete them, could ſay no- 
thing elſe: but thatdeath knew not by what meanes 
© conquer them,or els they had ſet down an abſolute 


determination, to kill him with their Iouiall diſpo- 
ſition, | 


In this manner, {inging, dancing, or prettily prat- 
ling, at length they arriued at the Palace, where they 
found all things readily prepared, and their Seruants 
duly attending for them. After they hadderepoſed 
themſelues awhile, they would not(as yet) ſit downe 
at the Table , yntill they had ſung halfe a dozen of 


Canzo- 


| wathis the Maiſter 
of the Houſhvbld cauſed then e8 ſit downevecordiy 
as the Queene had appointed; arid Diridze Was m6! 
ſumptuoully ſerved un before them, Alterward,when 
the Tables were with-drawne, they all rooke handes 
to dance a Roundelay ; which being done, they plai- 
ed on their Inſtruments a while ; andthen, ſuch as fo 
pleaſed, tooke their reſt. But when the accuſtomed 
houre was come, they all repaired to the place of dif- 
courſing, where the Queett, looking on Madam Ph;- 
lomena, gaueherthe honor of beginning the firſt No- 
uell for that day : wheretoſhee dutifully condiſcend- 
ing, began as followeth. | 


; | Madam 
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None Ay 


Madam Franteſca, aWiddew of Piſtoya, being efeitedly i Fl 


rentine Gentlemen, the one named Rinuccio Palermini, andthe 0 
ther AlcſfandroChiarmonteſi, awdybe bearing no good will to ey- 
ther of them ; ingeniouſly freed her fefe from both their importu- 
nate ſuites, One of them ſhe cauſed to lye as dead in a graue,and the 
other to fetch him from thence : ſo neither of them accompliſhing 
what they were entoyned, fayled of obtaining his hoped expettats- 


07, 
| © TheFirſt Nouell. 
Approuing, that _ and honeſt Women, ought rather to deny im 


portunare ſuiters, by ſubtile and ingenious meanes,then fall intothe 
danger of ſcandall and ſlander, 
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Adame, it can no way diſcontent mee (ſce- 
ing it is your moſt gracious plcaſurc) that L 
(ſhould hauethe honour, to breake the firſt 
ſaffe of freedome in this faire company(ac- 
TRAN [| cording to the injunction of your Maicſty) 
\ 11G) | for liberty of our owa beſt liking atgumets: 
S1| wherein I diſmay not(if I can ſpeake well c- 
—=] nough) but to pleaſe you all as well, as any 
that isto follow me. Nor am Iſo obliuious (worthy Ladics) 
bur full well I remember, that many tunes hath bene related Sou 
P: 


E— 
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 gouerneaby\\ Ml adams ZEmillia. 

Ted demonſtrations, how. mighty and vaxiable.zho pawns. 
oueare : and yer I cornnor be peafivaded,tharhen 
ſufficiently ſpoken. of, burſomathing maybee;funherad; F 
the bottome ofchemneuer diucy]. imo, -alehough we'ſhoulg| Gt ar; 
guing a whol* yearerogether, . And becauſcis hath beerin alreadie: 
approued.that Loutrs haye bene led into diuess accidents,not pne- 
ly incuitable dangers.ofdgath, buralſo haue;entredinto theveric 
houſes of the dead, thence to conuey their amoxous friends; I pur- 
poſe to acquaint you witha Novell, beſide them which hanebene 
diſcourſed ; whereby you may not onely comprehendthe power 
of Loue, bur alſo the wiſedomevſed by an honeſt Gemlewoman, 
tq rid her {elſe of tw6.1mportunate ſuiters , who loued her againſt 
her owne liking,yet neither ofthem knowing the others affection; 

Inthe City of Piſtoya, there dwelt ſometimea beautifull Gentle- 
woman, being a Widdow, whom twoof our Floremtines (the one 
named Rinuccio Palermini, andthe other Aleſſandro Chiarmonteſz, 
hauing withdrawne themſelues to Piſfoya) deſperarely affected, the 
one ignorant of the others intention, bur each carrying his caſe 
cloſely, as hoping to be poſleſſed of her. This Gentlewoman, na- 
med Madame Franceſca de Lageh being often ſolicired by their 
meſſages, and troubleſomely peſtered with their importunities : ar 
laſt (lefſe aduiſedly then ſhe intended) ſheegranted admitranceto 
heare either ofthem ſpeake. Which ſhe repenting, and concting to 
berid ofthem both, a matter not caſte to be done : ſhe witrily dew- 
{cd the onely meanes, namely, to moue ſuch a motionto them, as 
neither would willingly vndertake,yet withinthe compeſle of pol- 
libility ; but they failing inthe performance, ſhee might haue the 
more honelt occaſion, to bee free from all further molleſtation by 
them,and her politike intentionwas thus protected. 

Onthe ſame day, when ſhe deuiſed this peece of ſeruice, a man 
was buried in P:/toya, and in the Church-yard belonging vato the 
gray Friars, who being deſcended of goodand worthie parentage: 
yet himſelfe was very infamous, and reputedto be the vileſt man li- 
uing, not onely there in Pifoya, bur throughoutthe whole World 
belide , Moreouer,while he liued,he had ſuch a ſtrange miſhapen 
body, and his faceſo vgly deformed, that ſuch as knew him not, 
would ſtand gaſtly affrighted at the firſt ſight of him. In. regatde 
whereof, ſhee conſidered with her ſelfe, thatthe fouje deformitic. 
of this loathed fellow, would greatly auaylein ker. determination, 
andconſulting with her Chamber-maid,thus ſhe ſpake. - WIG 

Thou knoweſt (my moſt true and faithfull ſeruant) what erou- 
ble and aMliction of minde I ſuffer. dayly , by the. meſſigesand. 
Letters of the etwo Florentines, __ and Aleſſandre,how _ 

F 


IE _ 
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eheir irnporcuniry is tone, as beingvceerly wiwillingto hear them 
oye tony thing which they deſire: | Wherefore, to 
myſeife from them both together, I haue devifed (in regard of 
chei? great and bbcrall offers)to make rial of themi'in ſucha niaerer, 
as atm affured they willnener performe. - STE 
| Itis nor vnknownetothee, thatin-the Chutch-yard of the Gray 
Friars, andthis inſtant morning,, Scannadjo (tor ſo was the vgly 
fellow named) was buried ;of whom, whenhe was lining , as alfo 
now being dead, both men, women, andchildren, doe yerſtand in 
feare, fo gaſtly and dreadfull alwaycs was his petſonall appearance 
tothem. VVherefore, firſt of all go thou to Aleſſandro, and ſay to 
him thus. My Miſtris Franceſca hath ſent me to you, to tell you, 
thatnow the time is come, wherein you may'deſcrue toenioy her 
love, and gaine the poſleſſion of herperſon, if you will accompliſh 
ſuch a motion as ſhe maketh to you. For ſome efpeciall occahion , 
wherewith hcreafter you ſhall bee better acquainted, a ncere Kin(- 
man of hers,muſt needs haue the body of Scarnadio (who was bu- 
ried this morning) brought to her houſe. And ſhe, beingas much 
affraid of him now he is dead, as when he wasliving, by no meanes 
would haue his body brought thirher. 

In which reſpe&, as a Foken of your vnfeigned loueto her, and 
rhe lateſt ſeruice you ſhall euer do for her : thee carneſtly entreaterth 
you, that this night, in the very deadeſt time thereof, you would go 
to the grane, where Scannadiolyeth yer vncouered with earth vntill 
ro morrow, and attyring your ſelfe in his garments, cuen as if you 
were the man himſclfe, A to remajne there vnrill her kinſman doe 
come . 

Then, without ſpeaking any one word, Iet him take you foorth 
of the grauc,& bring you thence (inſted of Scanradio)to hir hoalſe: 
where the will gine you gentle welcome, and diſappoint her Kinſ- 
man in his hope, by making you Lord of her, and all that is hers, 
as afterward ſhall plainly appeare. If he ſay he wil doit,it is as much 
as I defire : but if hee trifle and make deniall, then boldly tell him, 
that he muſt refraine all places whereſocuer I am, and fqrbcare to 

ſend meany more Letters,or meſſapes. | 

Hauing done ſo, then repaire to Rz7uccio Palermint, and ſay.My 
Miſtreſſe Frazcefta is ready to make acceptance of your louc; pro- 
uided,that yon will do one thing for her ſake. Namely,this 68) oh 
niphe,in the midſt & ſtilleſt ſeaſon thereof,to go'to the graue where 
Scannadio was this morning buricd, & (withoutmaking any noiſe) 
or ſpeaking one word, whatſocuer you ſhall heare or ſee : to take 
him forth of the grauc,and bring him home to her houſe,wher you 
ſhal know the reaſon of this ſtrange bulineſſe, and enioy her freely 

as 


—— 
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_ as your owne for enter. But jfhe refuſt to do ir, then I commiaund 

him, ncuerhereafterto'ſce me, or mouefurtherſuite vnto mee; by 

any meancs wharſocgex; © 77 of Oe nh 47 0k BO ION 

The Chamber-maide went to them both, and delivered the ſe- 
uerall meſſag.s from her Miſtreſſe, according asſhehad giuen her 
in charge; whereunto cach ofthem anſwered, thatthey woulde 
(for her lake) not onely deſcend into a Graue, bur allo into he)l, if 
ir were herpleaſure. A why # 5% 

Shererurning with this anſwer vnto her Miſtreſſe, Franceſea re- 
mainedin expeRation, whatthe iſſue of theſe fond attemptes in 
them, would ſortvnto. When night was come, andthe middle 
houre thereof already paſt, AleſſandroChiarmonteſi, hauing putoff 
all other garmentsto his doubler and hoſe , departed ſecretly from 
his lodging, walking towards the Church-yard, where Scannadio 
lay in his graue : bur by the way as hewent, hee became ſurprized 
with diuers dreadfull canceites and imaginations, and queſtioned 
with himſelfe thus. ; 

Whata beaſt am I 2 Whata bulinefſe haucI vndertaken? And 
whithcram I going? Whatdo I know, but that the Kinſman vnto 
this Woman, perhappes vnderſtanding mine affeion to her, and 
crediting ſome ſuch matter, as is nothingſo : hath laide thispoli- 
ricke traine for me, that he may murcher me in thegraue? Which 
(if it ſhould ſo happen) my lite is loſt, and yet the occaſion neuer 
knowne whereby it was done. Or what know I, whether ſomeſe- 
cret enemy of mine (affe&ing her in like manner, asT do) haue de- 
viſed this ſtratagem (out of malice) againſt mee, to draw my life in 
danger, and further his owne good Fortune © Then, contrary mo- 
tions, oucrſwaying theſe ſuſpitions, he queſtioned his thoughts in 
another nature. 

Let me (quoth he) admit the caſe, that none of thEſe ſurmiſesare 
intended, but her Kinſman (by and inthis manner deuifed) muſt 
bring me into her houſe : I am not therefore perſwaded, thathe or 
they do conet, to hanethe body of Scanzadio, girher to carry it thi- - 
ther, or preſent it to her, but rarherdo aitnc'at ſomeother cnd.Ma 
not I conicure, tharmy cloſe murthering ispurpoſed, andthis 
way acted, as on him that (in his liferime) had offended them ? The 
Maid hath ftraitſy charged me,that wharſocuer is ſaid or done yh- 
ro me, I am not toſpeake a word. ' What if they putout mine ejes, 
tcare out my tecth, cut offmy hands, or do mc any other miſchief: 
WhereamTthen? Shall all ee ns mipibeow tg of (p. 3:4 
On the other ſide, if I ſptake, thenThhalſbe knownie, and fo much 
the ſooner (perhaps) be abuſed: -Biitadtoir that Tfiftaineno'trint- 

eingghite of ho trari pen? yer(petchance) I ſhall 
Ff2 not 
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nat be carried to her houſe, but to ſome other baſer place, and af- 
ecrward ſheſhall reproucme, that I did not accompliſh what ſhee 
commanded, and fo all my labour isvrrerly loſt. | 

Perplexed withtheſc various contradiQing opinions, he was wil 
ling diuers times to turne home backe againe : yer ſuch was the vio- 
lenceof his loue, and the power thereof preuailing againſt all ſini- 
ſterarguments ; as he wentto the graue, and remouing the boordes 
covering it, whcteinto he entred , and hauing JIE Scannadio 
of his garments, cloathed himſclte with them, & ſo laid him down, 
having firſt couered the graue againe . Not long had hee tarryed 
there, but he began to bethinke him, what manner of man Scanna- 
dio was, and what ſtrange reports had bene noiſed of him,nor one- 
ly for rai ſicking dead mens graues in the night ſcaſon, but many o- 
vo abhominable Villanies committed by him, which ſo feartully 
aſſaulted him ; that his haireſtoode on end, every mcmber of him 
quaked, and cuery minute hetmagined Scannadto rifing, within- 
tent to ſtrangle him in the graue. Bur his feruent afteAion ouerco- 
ning all chelſc idle feares,and lying ſtone ſtill, as if he had beene the 
dead man indecde; heremainedro ſcethe endof his hope. 

On the contrary (idz, after midnight was paſt, Rinuccio Palerm. 
zi departed from his lodging, to do what hee was enioyned by his 
hearts Miſtreſle, and as hee went along, diuers conliderations aiſo 
ran in his minde, concerning occaſions poſſible to happen. As,fal- 
ling into the hands of Iuſtice, with the body of Seannadio vpon his 
backe, and being condemned for ſacriledge, in robbing graucsof 
the dead ; either to be burned, or otherwiſe ſo puniſhed, as might 


make him hatcfull to his beſt friends, and mecieiya ſhameto him- 
ſelc. 


Many other the like conceits molleſted him, ſufficientto alter his 
former derermination : bur afteion was much more preuaylingin 
him,and madc him yſc this conſultation. How now R:inuccro? Wilt 
thou dare todeny the firſt requeſt, being wooucd tothee by a Gen- 
tlewoman, whomrthou dearly loueſt, and is the onely meanes , 
whereby to gaine afſurance of her gracious fauour ? Vndoubtedly, 
wete Iſurcto dicin the attempr, yer I will accompliſh my promilc. 
Andſo he went on with courage to the graye. 

Aleſſandro hearing his Et! and alſo the remouall of the bords, 


although he was cxcceding'y affraid; yer heray quietly ſtil,and ſtir- 


xed not, and Rinuccio becing in the graue, rooke Aleſſandro by the 


feere, haling him forth, and(mounting him vppon his backc) went 
onthus loden,towards the houſe of Madam Franceſca. As he paſſed 
along the ſtreets, vnicene ar vnmer by any, Aleſſandro ſuffered ma- 


ny ſhrewd ruſhiogs and punches, by turnungs ar the ſtreets corners, 


and 
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and eng againſt bulkes, poaſts, atid alles, which Rinucc#s could | 
not auoya,in regard the night wasfo wonderfally darke ," as hee 
could not ſeewhich way he went.” - ©: OR BIETISL 6 (TH 1 COT TT 5 


Being come ſomewhat neereto the Gentlewomans houſe, and 
ſhe ſtanding readie inthe Window withhet Maide, - ro ſee when 
Rinucciolhould arriue there with Aleſſendro , ' provided alſo of an 
aprexcuſ-, to ſend them thencelike a couple of Coxcombes it for- 
euned, thatthe Watchmen, attending there inthe ſame ſtreete, for 
the apprehenſion of a baniſhed man, ſtolne into the City contraric 
ro order ; hearing the trampling of Rinnccioes feere,, direfted their 
courſe as they heard the noiſe, having their Lanthorne and lighe 
cloſely coucred, to ſee who it ſhould be, and what he intended,and 
bearing their weapons againſt the ground, demanded, Who goes 
there? Rinuccioknowingtheir voyces, and that now was no time 
for any long deliberation : let fall Aleſſandro, and ran away as faſt 
as his legs could carry him. 

Aleſſanaro being riſen againe (although he was cloathed in Scax-. 
adioes Garments, which were long and too biggefcr him) flcdde 
away alſo as R/nncciodid, All which Madame Franceſeacalily diſ- 
cerned by helpe of the Watchmens Lanthorne, and how R:nnccio 
carricd Aleſſandro on his backe , becingartired in the Garments of 
Scannadio : whereat ſhe meruailed nota litle,as allo the great bold- 
neſſe ofthem both. Bur in the midlt of her meruailing, ſhe laughed 
very hrartily, when ſhe ſaw the one letthe other fall, and both to 
runne away ſo manfully . Which accident pleafing her beyond all 
compariſon, and applauding her good Fortune , to bee ſo happily 
deliucred from their daily molleſtation : ſhe berooke her ſclfe ro hir 
Chamber withthe Maide, auouching ſolemnly to her,that (queſti- 
onleſle) they both affe&ed her dearely , hauing vndertaken ſuch a 
ng impoſition, and verie neere brought itto a finall conclu- 

10n. 

Rinuccio, being ſadly diſcontented, and curſling his hard fortune, 
would not yet returne hometo his Lodging : but, whenthe watch 
was gone forth of thar ſtreete, came backeto the place where he l-r 
fall 4/eandro, purpoling to accompliſhthe reſt of his enterprize. 
But not finding the body, and remaining fully perſwaded, that the 
Watchmen were poſſeſſed thereof ; hee went away, greeuing ex- 
treamly. And Al: Findro, not knowing now what ſhould become 
of him : confounded with the like griefe and ſorrow, that all his 
hope was thus vtterly ouerthrowne, retired thence vnto his owne 
houſe, notknowing who was the Porter which carried him. © 


E | FF 37 


_ _— — — — -_ 


tho 
tinu 


tlewoman, ſeeming not to credit either the one or other:dilcharged 
herſelfe honeſtly of them both, with a cutting anſwere , Thar hee 
would ncuer (afterward) expc& any other ſcruice from them , be- 
cauſe thcy had fayled in their firſt iniunQion. 


eMadame 
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MadameN fuaalda, LuiyAbbeſſcefabaweftiry of Nunsin Lone! 
bardie, 4r3/wrq A RT RY INE tft 
one of her Daughter Nuines ww hed with ayouy Gentleman; whine: 
of ſhe mas enviauſhy accufed; by certaivref heroxhyr:Siflert 27 The; 
Abbeſſe her ſelfe (being at. the ſame time jubed with an ProcitYirtirs; 
gining't# hane put on fer bead hen plaited vayle yen aw.the'Branfh : 
breeches. Which mhen the paore Nunhe —— 7 canfing the, 
Abbeſſe ta ſee her ewyeerror,fhe got ber ſelfe tobe ahſolned and had: 


the freer linerry afterward, to be more familian with her frend,then 


formerly ſhe had bin; - 


TheSecond Novell. +1, 4p 
Whereby # declared, that whoſoeuer'ss deſprows to reprehend ſinnew 


other men, ſhould firſt examine himſelfe, that he benot 2uiltie of 
the ſame crime. | bes 
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=w39Y thistime, Madame Philomenaſatefilent, and thowit of 
$ Franceſca, in freeing her ſelfe from themi'whom'ſhe could! 
S=<L not fancie, was generally commended! as all6 onthe eone 
tary, the bold preſumption of the two amorousſuiters,. was refjte” 
tednor to beloue, but meerely folly. AndrhenitheQueene, witly 
a gracious admonition, gaue wayfor Madatn Ezz4ro tollow next;/ 
who preſently thus began. Tn Teepe 
| Worthy 
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Worthy Ladies, Madame Franceſcadeliuered her ſelfe diſcreet- 
ly from trouble, as already hath binrelated :' bat ayong Nun, by 
ehelpeand fanour of Fortune, did allo free her ſelfe (in ſpeaking 
iſedly ) from an inconuenience ſodainly falling on'her;' Andas 
you well know, there wants none ofthem,who(like bold Bayards) 
will be very forward in checking other mens miſdemeanors,when 
themſclues, as my Nouell willapproue, deſernc more juſtly to bee 
correted. As hapned toa Lady Abbeſle, vnder whoſe gouerne- 
mentthe ſame young Nunne was, of whom I am now to ſpeake. 
Youarcthento vnderſtand(Gracious Auditors)that in Lombar- 
diethere was a goodly Monaſtery, very famous tor Holinefle and 
Religion, where, among other ſanctified Siſters, there wasa yong 
Gentl:woman, endued with very ſingular beautic, being named /- 
{abella, who ona day, whena Kinfman of herscameto ſee her at 


the grate, became enamored of a young Gentleman, being thenin 


his company. 

Helikewiſe, beholding her to be ſo admirably bcaurirull, 8 con- 
ccyuing by the pretty pore of hcr eye, thatthey appeared to bee 
ſilent intelligencers ,of the hearts meaning , grew allo as affectio- 
nately inclined towards her, and this mutuall loue continued thus 
concealed a long while, bur not without great aMiction vnto them 
both. In the end, cither ofthem being circumſpe& and prouident 
enough, the Gentleman contriued a meanes, whereby he might ſe- 
cretly viſite his Nunne, wherewith ſhe ſeemed no way diſconten- 
ted : andrhis viſitation was not for once or twice, butiverie often, 
and cloſely concealed to themſclues. 

Art length itcameto paſſe, that citherthrough their owne indif- 
crecte carriage, or iclous ſuſpirion in ſome others : it was cſpicd by 
onc ofthe Siſters, both the Gentlemans comming and departing, 
yet vnknowneto him or 1ſabe/ſa, The ſaide Siſter, diſcloſing the 
ſameto two orthree more : they agreed together, to reueale irto 
the Lady Abbeſle, who was named MadameYjimbalda,a holy and 
deuout Lady, in commonopinion ofall the Nunnes, and whoſoc- 
uer el{e knew her. 

They further concluded (becauſe 1ſabella ſhould not deny theyr 
accuſation) to contriuethe buſineſſe ſo cunningly : that the Ladic 
Abbeſſc ſhould come her ſelfe in perſon,and rake the yong Gentle- 
man in bed with the Nun. And vppon this determination, theya- 
por to watch nightly by turnes, becauſe by no meanes they wold 

preuentcd : ſo to ſurpriſe poore /ſabela, who becing ignorant of 
their treachery,ſuſpeted nothing. Preſuming thus ſtill on this ſe- 
cret felicitie, and fearing no diſaſter to befall her : it chaunced (ona 
night) thatthe yong Gentleman being cntred into the Nuns Dor- 
ter, 


C 
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ter,the Scowrs had deſcried him,&imtendedrwbe reuengedon het; 
 Akerſomepart of the:night-was onerpaſt; they 'diuied-them« 
ſclues intotwo bands ; oneto guard /ſabe//aes:Dotter doore; the 05 
cher to carry newes:ta the Abbeſte , :andinodkirigar her! Cloſe 
doore,ſaide. Riſe quickely Madaine, and wſealtthe aſt you may; 
for we haue ſeene a man enterour Siſter 1ſabgifaes Dorterand you 
may take her in bed with him.” /The Lady Abbcfſe, who (thervery 
ſame night)had the company of#1uſty Prieſtin bed with herſelfe, 
as oftenc1mes before ſhe had, andhe being alwayes broughethicheo 
ina Cheſt : hearing theſe tidings;and fearing alſd; leſt the Nunnes 
haſtic knocking at her doore, mightcauſeirrofly open, and fo (by 
their entrance)haue her owneſhamediſconered : arote veryhaſti- 
ly,and thinking ſhe had put on herplaited vaile,whichalwayes ſhe 
walked with in the night ſeaſon, and viedto rearme her Pſalter; the 
ſhe put the Prieſts breeches vpon her head and ſo went away in all 
haſt withrhem, ſuppoſing them verily to be her Plalter:but making 
tat the Cloſer doore with her keye, becauſe the Pricſt ſhould nor 
be diſcouered. t no | 
Away ſhee went in all haſte with the Siſters, who were ſo 
forward inthe deteRtion of poore Iſabella, -as they neuer regarded 


what manner of yailethe Lady Abbeſſe wore on herhead. And 


being come to the Dorter doore, quickly they lifred iroff from the 
hookes,and being entred, found the two Louers ſweetly imbta- 
cing : but yet ſo amazedat this fuddenſurprifall;; astheydurſt;not 
ſtirre, nor ſpeake one word. The young Nunne Jſabe!la, was raiſed 
forthwith by the other Siſters , andaccording asthe Abbefle had 
comanded,was brought by theminto the Chapter-houſe:rhe yong 
Gentleman remaining ſtill in the Chamber , where-hepur on his 


earments,awaiting to ſeethe iſſue ofthis buſineſſe,and verily inten- 


ding to act ſeuere reuenge on his betrayers,if any harme weredone 
t0 1ſabella , and afterward to take her thence away with him, as 
meaning to make heramends þy marriage. 

The Abbeſſe being ſeated inthe Chapter houſc,andall the other 
Nunnes then called before her, who minded nothing elſe bur rhe 
poore offending Siſter : ſhe beganto giuc her very harſh and vile 
ſpeeches, asneuer any tranſgreſlor ſuffered thelike, and as to her 
who had (if it ſhould be openly knowne abroad) contaminated by 
he: lewde lifeandaCtions, the ſanftiry and good renowne of the 
whole Monaſtery,and threatned her with veryſcuere chaſtiſement. 
Poore 1ſabella, confounded with feare and fhame, 2s being no way 
able to excuſe her fault.knew not what anſwer to make, but ſtan- 
ding ſilent,made her caſe compaſſionableto all the reſt, euearhole 
hard-hearted Siſters which berraycd her. > 
And the Abbeſleſtill continuing her harſh ſpeeches,jt —_— 
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that /ſabell« raiſing her head, which before ſhe deiefted into hir bo- 
ſome, cſpicd the breeches on her. head, with the ſtockings hanging 
on cicher ſide of her; the fight whereof did ſo much encourage her, 
thar boldly ſhe ſaid. Madam, let a poore offender aduiſe you for to 
mend your veile,and afterward fay to me what you will.  - 

The Abbeſle being very angry; and not vnderſtanding what ſhe 
meant, frowningly anſwered. VV hy how now. ſaucy companion ? 
What vaileare youprating of > Are you ſo malapert, ro: bee chat- 
ting already? Is the deed you haue done,to beanſwered infuchim- 
modeſt manner * /ſabe//a not a iot danted by her ſterne behauiour, 
once againe ſaid. Good Madam let me perſwade you to fette your 
vaile right, and then chide me as long as you will. Ar theſe words, 
all the reſt ofthe Nunnes exalted their lookes, to behold what vaile 
the Abbeſſe wore on her head, wherewith 1ſabe//a ſhould finde ſuch 
fault, and ſhe her ſelfe lift vp her hand to feele ir : and then they all 
perceyued plainly, the reaſon of 1ſabe//as ipecches,and the Abbeſſe 
ſaw her owne crror. | 

Hereupon, when the reſt obſerued,that ſhe had no helpto cloud 
this palpable ſhame withall, the tide began ro turne,and hir rongue 
found another manner of Language, then her former fury fb poore 
Iſabella, growing to this conclufion, that it is impoſſible to reſiſt a- 
gainſt che temptations of the fleſh. And therefore ſhe ſaide : Let all 
of you take occaſion, according as tt offtereth it ſeife,as both we and 
our predeceſſors haue done : to be prouident for your ſelues , rake 
rime while you may, hauing this ſentence alwaics in remembrance, 
St non caſte tamen caute. 

So, hauing granted the yong Nunne [ſavella free abſolution: the 
Lady Abbeſle returned backe againe ro bed ro the Prieſt, and 1/a- 
bellarothe Gentleman. As for the other Siſters, who (as yet) were 
without the benefit of friends; they intended to prouide theinſclues 


ſo ſoone as they could, being enduced thereto by lo good example. 


Maſter 
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Maſter Simon the Phyfitian, by the perſwaſions of Bruno, Buffilma- 
co, 4nd 4 third Companion, named Nello, maie Calandrino to 
beleene, that he was conceined great with childe. And hawins Phy- 
ſicke miniſlred to him for the diſeaſe : they got bath ood fatte Ca- 


 pons and money of him, and ſo cured him, without any other man- 
ner of delinerance.' 


The Third Nouell. 


Diſconering the ſimplicity of ſome ſilly witted men , ard how caſie a 
mattcr it ts to abuſe and beenile them, 


4 


At DO -3=1: 
Nf -O——_— 
» 


E 


my # 


v 
c—_ —_ _—__— 5 
ferent) v3 Rear 
lizil:-n'8 


4 L/ 
i=l 2s 
r- — —_ —_ 
£1} == [=] = 
RJ = —- on | — - 


SA LMHHen 


*rerthat Madame E/F4 had concluded her Nowell, and 
eery one of the company giuen thankes to Fortune , for 
are Jeliucring poore Iſabella thefaire young Nunne, fromthe 


bircer reprehenſions ofthe as faulty Abbctle, as alfo the malice of 


her enuious Siſters: th2Qucene gaue command vito Ph1loitratws, 
that he ſhould be the nextin order, and hee (without expecting ane 


other warning)began in tis manner. 


Faire Ladics, the paltry Judge of the Marquiſate,whereof yelter- 
day I maderelationto you ; hindred mee then of another NopelI, 
concerning lilly Calandrino ,wherewithI purpoſe now to acquaint 


« * * 7 


you. And becauſe whatſocuer hath already bin ſpoken of him, rcn- 
Gg 2 ded 
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© dedtonoother end but matter of meriment, hee and his compani- 
ons duly conſidered:the Nouel which I ſhal now! report, keeperh 
within the ſclfcſame compaſle, and aimerh alſoar your content- 
ment,accordingtotheſcope of impoſed variety. 

You haue alrcady heard what manner of man Calandrino was, 
and likewiſe the reſt of his pleaſant Companions, who likewiſe arc 
now againe to be remembred, becauſe they are atorsinour preſent 
diſcourſc. It came foto paſſe,that an Aunt of Calanadrinoes dying, 
left him a legacy of rwo hundred Florines, wherewith he purpoſed 
to purchaſe ſome ſmall Farme-houſe in the countrey, or elſe to en- 
large the other, whereof he was poſletled already . And, as if hee 
were to di>burſe ſome ten thouſand Florines, there was not a Bro- 
ker in all Florence, but vnderſtood what he intended to doe : and all 
the worſt was, that the ſtrings of his purſe could ſtrerch no higher. 
Bruno, and Buffalmaco (his auncient Confederates) who heard of 
this good Fortune befalnc him, aduiſed him in ſuch manner as they 
ware wont todo; allowing it much better for him, romake metrrie 
with the money in good cheare among them, then to lay ir our in 
paltry Land, whercto he would not by any meanes liſten, but ridde 
himſclfe ofthem with a dinners coſt, as loath to bee at anic further 
charge with them. 

Theſe merry Laddes meant notto leaue him ſo; but ſitting one 
day inferious conſultation, and athird man intheir companic, na- 
med Nel/o; they all three layde their braines in Reep,by what means 
to walh their mouths well, and Calandrino to be at the coſt there- 


of. 


And hauingreſolued what was to bee done , they mettcgither 
the next morning, euen as Calardrino was comming toorth of his 
houſe, and ſundering them(c]ues, to auoyd all ſi ſpition, yer beeing 
not farre diſtant cachfrom other ; Ne/s firſt met him,and ſaide vnto 
him, Good Morrow Calanarino : which he required backe agayne 
with the ſame ſalutation. But then Ae/'s ſtanding ſtill, looked him 
ſtedfaltly in the face : whereat Calandrino meruailing, fayd. Nzlo, 
why doſt thou behold me ſo aduiſedly ? Whereunto Nello anſwered, 
ſaying Haſt thou felt any paine thu laſt night paſt ? Thou lookeſt no- 
thing lh well, as thou aidit yeſterday. Calandrino beganinſtantly to 
wax doubtfull, and replycd thus. Doſt thou ſee any alteration in my 

face, whereby to imagine, I ſhould feele ſome paine? In good faith Ca- 

. landrino (quoth Nello) me thinks thy countenance is ſtrangely chan- 
ged, and ſurely it proceedeth from ſome great cauſe, and ſo he depar- 
ecd away from him. 0 

Calandrino being very miltruſttull, ſcratched his head, yetfelte 
he no gricuance at all; and going ſtill on ; Buffalmaco ſodaine 
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encountred him, vpon his departure from Nello, andafter ſalutartt- 
ons paſſing berweene them; in a manner of admiration, demunded 
what he ayled o | 

Truly (quoth Calandrino) well enouzh to mine owne thinking yet 
notwithſtanding, Tmet with Nello but euen now, and he told me,that 
my countenance w «very much altred , Is it poſsible that I ſhould bec 
ſicke, and feele no paine or diſtaſte in any part of me ? Buffalmaco an- 
ſwered ; / am not ſoskilfull in iadgement, as toargueon the Nature 
of diſtemper in the boay : but ſure I am, that thou haſt ſome daunge- 
rous inward impediment, becauſe thou lookſ{(almoſt )like a man more 
then halfedead, 

Calanarino began preſently to ſhake, asif hee had had a Feaucr 
hanging on him, and then came Bruno looking fearctully on him, 
and before he would vtter any words, ſcemed greatly to bemoane 
him, ſayingatlength. Calanarino ? Art thou the ſime man, or nv ? 
How wonderfully art thou changed ſince laſt I ſaw thee, which s no 
longer then yeſter day ? 1 pray thee tell mee, How dooejt thou feele thy 
health ? 

Calandrizo hearing, that they all agreed in one opinion ofhim ; 
he beganne verily to perſ[wade himſelte, that ſome ſodaine icknes, 
had ſeiſed vpon him, which they could diſcerne, although hee felr 
no anguiſhat all : andtherefore, like a man much perplexed in 
minde, demanded of them, W hat he ſhould do?Belceue me Calan- 
drino (anſwered Bruns) itI were worthy to giue thee counſell, thou 
ſhouldſt returne home preſently to thy houle andlay thee downe 
inthy warme Bedde, couered with ſo many cloathes as thou canſt 
well;cndure. Then to Morrow morning, ſend thy Warer vnto 
Learned Mayſter Do&or the Phylitian, who (as thou knoweſt) is 
a nan of moſt ſingular skill and experience : he will inſtruct thee 
preſently whatis the beſt courſeto be taken, and wethat hauecucr 


beene thy louing friends, will not faile thee in any thing thar lieth in 
our power. 


— 


By thistime, Ne/o being come againe vnto them, they allretur- 
_ned home with Calandrinovnto his owne houſe, whereinto he en« 
tering very faintly, hee ſaide to his Wife : Woman, make my Bed 
preſently ready, for I feele my ſelfe to be growne extreamely licke, 
and (ce that thou layeſt cloathes enow vpon me.Being thus laide in 
his Bedde, they lefthim for that night, and returned to viſitehim 
againe the veric next morning, by which time, he had madea re- 
{cruation of his Water, and ſent it by a young Damoſcll vnto Mai- 
ſter Door, who dweltthen in the olde market place, at rheſionc 
ofthe Muske Mellone . Then ſaide Bruno varo his Companiotis ; 


Abidec 


Nouell 3. The Nunth Day, © = 
'  Abide you heereto keepe him company, and I will walke along to 
the Phyſitian,to vnderſtand what he will ſay : and ifnecde be,I can 

procure him to come hither with me. * Calanarimo very kindely ac- 

cepred his offer, ſaying withall. Well Brwro, thou ſhewſt thy lelfe 

a fiiendinthetime of neceſſity, I pray theeknow of him , how the 


caſe ſtands with me,for I feelca very ſtrange alteration within mee, 
far beyondall compaſſeof my conceite. 

Bruno being goncto the Phylitian, he made ſuch expedition, that 
he arriued there before the Damolell, who carried the Water, and 
informed Maſter $7202 with the whole tricke intended:wherefore, 
when the Damoſell was come , and hee had paſſed his iudgement 
concerningthe water, he ſaid to her. 

Maide, go home againe, and tell Ca/andr;70, that he mult keepe 
himſclfe very warme : and I my ſelfe will inſtantly be with him, to 
enſtru& him further in the quality of his lickneſle. 

The Damoſell delivered her meſſage accordingly,and it was not 
long b-fore Mayſtcr Door $1m0, came, with Bruz0allo jn his 
company, and litting downe on the beds tide by Calandrizo , hee 
began toraſte his pulſe, and within a ſmall white after, his Wite 
being come into the Chamber, he ſaid. Obſerue me well Calandri- 
no, tor I ſpcaketo thee in the nature ofatruec fticnd; thuu haſt no 0- 
ther diſeaſe,but only thou art great with child. 

Soſoone as Calanarins heard theſe words, in diſpairing manner 
he beganne to rape, and cry out aloud, ſayivg to his wite. Ah thou 
wicked woman, this 1s long of thee,and thou haſt done me this miſ- 
cheefe : for alwaycsthou wilt be vpon me, cucr railing ar mce, and 
fighting, vntill thou haſt gotten me vnder thee. Say thou diuelliſh 
creature, do I not tel] thee true © The Woman, b. ing of veric ho- 
neſt and ciuill conuerſarion, hearing her husband ſpeake ſo tooliſh- 
ly : bluſhing with ſhame, and hanging downe her head in bathfull 
manner; without returning any anſwcr, went forth of hez Cham- 
ber . 

Calanarino continuirig ſtill in his angry humour, wringing his 
hands, and beating them vpon his breſt, ſaid : Wretched man that 
I am, Whar {hall I do? How ſhal T be deliuered of this child: Which 
way can it come from mcinto the world ? I plainly perceyue, that 
I am none other then a dead man, and ail! throvgh the wickedneſle 
of my Wife : heauen plaguc her with as many miſchiefes, asI am 
defirous to inde caſe. Were I now inas good health, as heerero- 
fore I haue beene,: I would riſe out of my bed, and ncuer ceaſe bea- 
ting her, vntill T had broken her in a thouſand peeces . Butif For- 
tunc will be ſo fauourable to me, as to helpe mee out of this dange- 
rons agony : hang me, if cucrſhe get me vnder her againe, or make 


me 
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meſuchan Aſle, in having the maſtery oner mice, [as-diners' ties 
ſhe harchdone, ot #6 hh hope e migd 165: 0! 145114 

Bruno, Bufſalmacd and Neto, hearmg theſt tauing ſpeeches of 
Calandrino,were ſw6lne fo bipge with laughter 4 is iftheir ribbes 
would haue burſt in ſtifhder;; nenertticleſſe, Hey abſtained ſo well 
as they werc.able ;bmxDoGtor Si1ox gaped ſowide with laughing 
as one might caſily he ipluckroutall his tetth;, Inthe end , be- 
cauſc he covid tatrythere no lotigtt,but was preparing to! depart : 
Calandrinothanked him for his paines, requeſting that hee would 
be carctill of him,itvaiding him with his beſt aduiſe and counſt11, 
and he would not bevamindfullofhim. Honeſtncig'\bourCalay- 
drino an{wered thePhiſirion, -] would not havityou to toriment 
your ſclte,in ſuch an impaticnt'and rempeſtuous manner, becauſc 
I perceiue the time foto haſtzh oh;as we (hall ſodhe perceine (4nd 
that within very few dayes ſpate) your health well reſtored, and 
without the ſenſe of much painezbut indecd it wil coſt expences. 
Alas Sir, faid Calandripo,mak not any ſpare of mypurſe;to ptbeure 
that I may haue ſafe delinerance. I haue two hundred Florines, 
| rcly falne to me by the death of mine Aunt', wherewith I inten- 
dedto purchaſe a Farme inthe Countrey: takethem all if need be, 
onely rc{eruing ſome few for my lying in Childbed, Arid then 
Maſter Doctor, Alas, I know not how to behaue my ſelfe;tor Ihaue 
heard the grieuous complaint of women inthat cafe, oppreſſed 
with bitter pangs and throwes ; as queſtionleſle they will bee my 
death,cxcept you hauethe greatercareof me. 

Be of good cheere neighbour Calanarino , replycd Dottor S-. 
0,1 will prouide an excellent diſtilled drinke tor you , maruci- 
loly pleaſing in taſte, and of ſoucraigne vertue, which will re. 
ſoluc all in three mornings,making you as whole and as ſound as a 
Fiſh newly ſpawned. But you muſt haue an eſpeciall carc after- 
ward,being prouidently wiſe , leaſt you fall into the like follies a- 
pune Concerning the preparation of this precious drinke, 

alte a dozen of Capons,.the very faireſt and fatreſt, T muſt make 
vie of in the diſtillation: what other things ſhall bee imployed be- 
ſide, you may deliuer forty Florincs to one of theſe your honeſt 
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tricnds, to ſee all the neceſſaries bought,and ſent me hometo my 


houſe. Concerning my buſincſſe,make you no doubt thereof, for 
I will haue all diſtilled againſt to morrow,and then doe you drinke 
a great Glaſſe full cuery morning, freſh and faſting next your 
heart.Calandrimo was highly pleaſed with his words,returning ma- 
ſter DoRor infinite thankes, and referring all to his diſpoſing. And 
hauing giuenforty Florinesto Bruno,with other money beſide, to 
buy the halfe dozen of Capons : he thought himſelfe greatly be- 

holding 
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—_ to them all,and proteſted to requite their kindeneſſe, 
er Door being ;SOne home to-his houſe, made ready a 

bottel ofyery excellent Hypocrafſe,which he (ent the next day ac- 
cording to his promiſe : and Brune hauing bought the Capons, 
with other iunkers , fit for the turne, the Phiſitian and his merry 
Companions,fed on them hartely for the giuers ſake. As for Ca- 
landrino,heliked his dyct drinke excellently well, quaffing a large 
Glaſſefull off three mornings together : afterward Maſter Doctor 
and the reſt came to ſee him,and having felt his pulſe, the Phiſition 
ſaid. Calandrins,thouartnow as ſound in health,as any man in all 
Florence can be : thou ncedeſt not to keepe within doores any len- 
ger,but walke abroad boldly,for all is well and the childe gone. 

Calaudrino aroſe like a ioyfull man, and walked daily through 
the ſtreets, in the performance of ſuch affaires as belonged to him : 
and euery acquaintance he met withall, he told the condition of his 
ſudden {ekenefſe : and whata rare cure Maſter Doctor S$/m0z had 
wrought on him,deliuering him (in three dayes ſpace) of achilde, 
and withour the fecling of any paine. Br#no,Buffalmaco,and Nello, 
wcrenotalittle iocond, for meeting ſo well with couctous Ca/an- 
drino : but how the Wife liked the folly of her Husband, I leaue 
cothe iudgement ofallgood Women, 
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Franceſco Fortarigo;played away all that he had att Buonconuento, 
and likewiſe the money of FranceſcoAniollicro, being his Maſter. 
Then running after him in his ſhirt , and auouching that hee had 
robbed him : he Fay 7% him to betaken by PeJants of the Country, 
clothed himſelfe in his Maſters wearing garments, and ( mounted 
8n his horſe)rode thence to Sietma, leaning Anjollicro in hs ſhirt, 
and walked bare-footed. 

The fowrh Nouel]. 


Seruing as an aamonition toall men,for taking Gameſters and Drun- 
khards into their ſermice, 
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&Heridiculous words giuen by Calandrinoto his Wite, all 
2 all the whole company hartily laughedat : but Phzloſfr4- 
Sh 45 ccaſling, Madame Nezphila (as it pleaſed the Queene 
toappoint)began to ſpeakethus, Vertuous Ladics, if it were not 
more hard and vneafie for men,to make good their vnderſtanding 
and vertue,then apparant publicarion of their diſgrace and folly, 
many would not labour in vaine, to curbe intheir idle ſpeeches 
with a bridle,as you haue manifeſtly obſcrucd by the weake wit of 
| Calandrino, Who needed no ſuch fantaſtick circumſtance, racure 
| the ſtrangc diſeaſe, which he imagined (by ſotriſh perſwaſions) ro! 
haue : h2d hce nor been ſo lauifh of his tongue, and accuſed his 
Wife of ouer-maſtering him, Which maketh me remember z No-, 
ucll,quite contrary to this laſt related, namely .how one hag ig 
Hh r1ue 
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ſtrive ro ſurmount another in malice;yet he to ſuſtaine the greater 


harme,th at had (ar the firſt)the moſt aduantage of his enemy, as ] 
( 


will preſently declare vnto you. 

There dwelt in $:e7ma, and not many yeeres fince, two young 
men of equall age,both of them bearing the name of Franceſco: bur 
the one was deſcended of the Aniolliert, andthe other likewiſe of 
the Fortariet, ſo that they were commonly called Anielhero , and 
Fortariz,both Gentlemen, and well deriued. Now, althoughin 
many other matters,their complexions did differ very much : Yer 
notwithſtanding,they varied notin one bad qualitic , namcly too 
grcatneglcet of their Fathers, which cauſed their more frequent 
conuerſation,as very tamiliar and rcſpectiue friends. But Amolze- 
ro(bcing a very goodly and faire conditioned young Gentleman ) 
apparently percciuing,that he could not maintaine himſelf c ar S7- 
enna,in ſuch eſtatcas he liked, and vpon the penſ1on allowed him by 
his Fath-r,hearingalſo,that at the Marquiſate of Arcoya, there 1:- 
ucd th? Popes Legate, a worthy Cardinall, his much indeared 
good Lord and friend : he intended to goe viſite him , as hoping 
ro aduance his fortuncs by him. 

Hauing acquainted his Father with this determination, he con- 
cluded with him,to haue that from him ina moment which might 
ſupply his wants for many moneths, becauſe he would be clothed 
oallantly, and mounted honourably. And ſecking for a {cruant 
neceſſary to attend on himyit chanced that Fortarizo incaring there- 
of,came preſently to Aniellzero,intreating him in the belt manner 

he could,ro let him waite on him as his ſcruing man, pror'{ing 
both dutiful and diligent attendance: yet not to demaund any other 
wages, bur onely payment of his ordinary expences. A#7olli2ro 
made him an{were,th:t he durſtnot giue him catertainmcnt, not 
in regard of his inſufficiency , and vnaptneſle for {cruice : but be- 
cauſc he was a great Gameſter, and diuers times would be bcaſtly 
drunke ? whercto Fortarteoreplyed that hee would refraine from 
boththoſe foule vices,and addict all his endeauor wholly to pleaſe 


him, withour iuſt taxation of any groſle errour, making fuch ſo- 


[emne vowes and proteſtations beſide, as conquered Amolliers, 
and won his conſent. 

Being cntred vpon his tourney , and arriuing ina morning at 
Buonconuents,there Aniolliero determined to dine, and afterward, 
finding the heate to be vnſit for trauaile; he cauſed a bed to be pre- 
roo thay being laid ro reſt by thz helpe of Fortarigo, he gaue 

im charge.that aftcr the heates violence was ouerpaſt, hee ſhould 
not faile to call and awake him. While Aznn:olhero flepr thus in 
his bed, Fortarigo,ncuer remembring his ſolemne vowes and _- 
miſes : 
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miſes: went to the Tauerne,where hawng drunke indiffcrcntly.and 
fnd.ng company fit tor the purpoſe; he tellto play at thc dice with 
them. Ina very (ſhort while, he had not onely loſt his money, but 
all the cloathes on his backe likewiſe, and coucting to recoucr his 
lofſes againeznaked in his ſhirt, hewentto Aniollieroes Chamber, 
where finding him yet ſoundly {Icepingyhe tooke all the meney he 
had in his purſe,and then returned backe to play , ſpeccing inthe 
ſame manner as hce did before, not hauing one poore penny lett 
him, ; 

Aniollierocnancing to awake,,arolc and made him ready, with- 
out any {cruant to helpe him ; thencalling for Fortarizo , and not 
hcaring any tydings of him : he began immediately to imagine, 
that he was becom? drunke , and ſo had falne afleepc in one place 
or other,as very often he was wont to doe. Wherctore, detcrmi- 
ning {oto lezue him, he cauſed the male and Saddle to beſet on his 
horſe, & (o to furniſh himſelfe with a more honeſt ſeruant at Cor- 
ſrenano. 

But when hec came to pay his hoſte, hee found not any penny 
leit jm : whereupon(as well he might)he grew greatly offended, 
and railed much trouble in the houſe, charged the hoaſts people to 
hauc robde him , and threatening to haue them ſcnt as priſoners 
t0Sienna. Suddenly entred Fortarieo in his ſhirt, with intent ro 
hauz ſtolne Anroleroes garments, as formerly hee did the money 
our of his purſe,and ſeeing him ready to mount on horſebackehee 
ſaidC. 

How now An:olliero? What ſhall we goc away fo ſoone ? 
I pray you Sirtarry a little while, for an honeſt man is comming 
hither, who hath my Doublet engaged tor eight and thirty ſhil- 
lings; and T am ſure that he will reſtore it me back for fiuc and thir- 
ty,ifI could preſently pay him downe the money. - 

D:ring the ſpeeches,an other entred among them, who aſſured 
Aniollierothat Fortarigo was the Thiele which robde him of his 
moncy, ſhewing him alſo how much hee had loſt at rhe Dice : 
Wherewith Anio/liero being much mooued, very angerly reproo- 
ucd Fortarizo , and,bur for fare of the Law, would haue offered 
him outrage,thretning to hauc him hangd by thenec,or elſe con- 
demned to the Gallies belonging to Florence, and ſo moiinted on 
his horſe. Fortarigo making ſhew to the ſtanders by,as if Anrollie- 
70menaced ſome other body,and nor him,ſaid. Come Amolliers, 
I pray thee let vs leaue this friuilous prating, for ( indeede) it 1 
not worth a Button,and minde a matter of more1mportance : my 
Doublet will bee had againe for five and thirty ſhillings, if the 


money may bee rendered downeat this very inſtant,whereas if we 
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deferre it tillro morrow , perhaps hee will then haue the whole 
eight and thirty which he lent me,and he doth me this pleaſure,be- 
cauſe I am ready (at anotherrime)to affoord him the like courteſje, 
why then ſhould we looſe three ſhillings, when they may {o eaſily 
be ſaucd. 

Aniolliero hearing him ſpeake in ſuch confuſed manner,and per- 
cciuing alſo,that they which ſtood gazing by, beleeued (as by their 
lookcs appeared)that Fortarigo had not played away his Maſters 
mony atthe Dice,but rather that he had ſome ſtocke of Fortarizoes 
in his cuſtody zangerly anſwered ; Thou ſawcy companion, what 
hauc I ro doe with thy Doubler? I would thou wert hangd,not on- 
ly for playing away my money,but alſo by delaying thus my iour. 
ney,and yet boldly thou ſtandeſt out-facing mee , asif I were no 
better then thy fellow. Fortarizo held on {till his former bchaui- 
our vithout viing any reſpec or reuerence to Amolliero, as if all 
th: accuſations did not concerne him, but ſaying, Vhy ſhould wee 
not tak the aduancage of three ſhillings profit ? Thinksſt thou. thar 
I am notable to doc as much for thee © why, lay out ſo much mo- 
ncy for my ſake,and make no more haſtethen needs we muſt, be. 
cauſe we haue day-light enough to bring vs(before night)to Toyrre- 
niero. Come,draw thy purſc,and pay the moncy , for vpon mine 
honeſt word,I may enquire throughourall Sicnna,and ycrnot find 
ſuch another Doubler as this af mineis. To fay then,that I ſhould 
leauc it, where it now lycth pawned, and for cighrand thirty ſhil- 
lings, when itis richly more worth th:n fifty, I am ſurc to ſuffer a 
double endammagement thereby. 

You may wellimagine,that Azzo41exo was now enraged beyond 
all paticncc,to fee hymlclfe both robde of his moncy, 2nd OUCr- 
borne with prelumpruous language : wherefore, without making 
any morc replications,he gaue the ſpurre to his horſe, and rode a- 
way towards Torreaiero. Now fell Foriario0 into a moreknaviſh 
intention againſt Anollrero, and being very ſpredy ih running, fol- 
lowed apaceafter him in his ſhirt, crying out ſtill aloude to him all 
the way to let him hauc his Doubler againe. Anrollrero riding on 
very faſt, tofrec his eares from this idlc importunity, it forruned 
that Fortarigocſpied divers countrey Pczants, laboring inthe fields 
abour their buſinef{e,and by whom An:o/liero ( of necefſiy) muſt 
paſle : To them he cryed our ſo Joude as he conld; Stay the Thieke, 
Stopthe Thiefe,he ridesaway fo faſt, having robde me. 

They being prouided, ſome with Prongges, Pirchforkes md 
Spadcs,and others with the like weapons fit tor Husbandry, ſtepr 
into the way before Anolliers: and beleeuing vndoub tedly, that 
he had robdethe man which purſued him in his ſhirt, ſtayed and 
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apprehended him. Whartloeuer Anio/liero could doe or lay, pre- 
uailed not any thing with the ynmannerlyClownes, but when For- 
tarigo wasSarriued among them, he braued 47i01/rero moſt impu- 
dently,laying. 

Whar reaſon haue I to ſpoyle thy life(rhoutraiterous Villaine) 
torob and ſpoyle thy Maſter thus on the high way ? Then turning 
ro the Countrey Boores : How much deare friends (quoth he) am 
[ bcholdingto youfor this vnexpeted kindneſſe © You beholdin 
what manner he left mein my Lodging, hauing firſt playd away all 
my money at the Dice, and then decejuing me of my horſe and gar- 
ments alſo : but had not you (by great good lucke) thus holpe mee 
to ſtay him, a poore Gentleman had bin vndonefor ever, and I 
ſhould neuer haue found him againe. 

Aniollieroauouched the truth of his wrong recciued, but the baſe 
peazants, giuing credite onely to Fortarigoes lying exclamations : 
rooke him from his horſe, deſpoyled him of all his wearing appar- 
rel], euento the very Bootes from off his Legges: ſuffered him ro 
rideaway from him in that manner, and Arrolliero left ſo in his 
ſhirt, to dancea bare-foore Galliard after him,cither rowards Szer- 
734, 0r any placeellſe. 

Thus 4x:o{ero, parpoling to vilite his Couſin the Cardinal like 
a Gallant, and at the Metis of Ancona, returned backe poorly 
in his ſhirt voto Buoxconuento, and durſt not (for ſhame) repaireto 
Sienna, In the end, he borrowed money on the other horſe which 
Fortarigo rode on, and remained there in the Inne, whence riding 
to Cor(12nans, where he had diucrs Kinſmen and Friends, he conti- 
__ there ſo long with them, till he was better furnifhed from his 
Father. | 

Thus you may perceiue, that rhe cunning Villanics of Fortarizo, 
hindred the honeſt intended enterpriſe of Aniollzero, howbcit in fit 
time andplace, nothing afterward was left vnpuniſhed, 
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Calandrino became extraordinarily enamoured of a young Damoſell, : 
named Nicholetta. Bruno prepared a Charme or writing for him, 
auouching conſtantly to him, that ſo ſoone as he touched the Damo- 
ſell therewith, ſhe ſhould follow him whitherſoeuer hee would have 
her. Shebeing gone to an appointed place with him, hee w 15 found 
there by his wife, and dealt withall according to his deſeruins. 

The Fift Nouell. 

In inſt reprehenſion of thoſe vaine-headed fooles, that are led and 70- 
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JY: Ecauſe the Noucll reported by Madame Neiph:li wagſo 
s {oone concluded, withour tnuch lauzhter,or commenda- 
x22 tion of the whole Company : the Queene turned hir ſelte 
rowards Madam F:ammetta,cnioyning her to tuccecd in apt order; 
& ſhe being as ready as ſodainly commanded, began as followeth. | 
Moſt gentle Ladies, I am perſwaded of your opinion in iudgement 
with mine, that there is not any thing, which can bee ſpoken plca- 
ſingly, except it be conueniently ſuited with apt time and place: in | 
which reſpec, when Ladics and Gentiewomen are bent to diſcour- | 
ling. the if uc clection of them both are neceſſarily required . And 
therefore I ain not vnmindfull, that our meeting hecre (ayming ar 
nothing more, then to out-weare the time with our generall con- | 
tcntment) ſhouldrye vs to the courſe of our pleaſure and recreati- 
ON, 
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on, to the ſame conueniency of timeand place; not | paring,though 
ſome haue bin nominated oftentimes in our paſſed arguments; yer, 
if occaſion ſeruc, and the nature of variety be well conſidered, wee 
may {peake of the ſelfelame perſons againc. 

Now, notwithſtanding the ationsof Calandrino haue beene in- 
differently canuazed among vs; yer, remembring whar Philoſtratus 
not long lince ſaide, That they intended to nothing morethen mar- 
rerof mirth : I preſume the bodlier, to report another Nouell of 
him, beſide them already paſt. And, were 1 willing to conceale the 
truth, and cloath it in-more circumſtantiall maner:[ could make vie 
of contrary names, and paint it in a poericall fition, perhaps more 
probable, though not ſo pleaſing. Bur becauie wandring trom the 
truth of things, doth much diminiſh (in relation) the delight of the 
hearers : I will build boldly on my tore-alledgedreaſon,and tel you 
truly how it hapned. 

Niccholao Cornaccnint was once a Citizen of ours,and a man nf 
orcat wealth ;, who, amongother his rich poſſeſſions in Camerara, 
builded there a very goodly houlc, which being perfe&ed ready for 
painting : he compounded with Brunoand Byffalmaco,who bicauſe 
their worke required more helpe then their owne, they drew Nello 
and Calandrino into their afſociation,and began to proceed in their 
bulincſſe, And becauſe there was a Chamber or two, havingolde 
moueables in them, as Bedding, Tables, and other Houſholdſtuffe 
beſide, which were inthe cuſtody ofan old Woman that kepte the 
houſe, without the helpe of any other ſeruants clſc, a Son vnro the 
laide Nyccholao, becing named Philippo, reſorted thither divers 
times, with one or other prety Damoſell in his company (i regard 
he was vamarricd) where he would abide a day or two with her, & 
then conuey her home againe. 

Atonetimeamongthereſt, it chanceJ that he brought a Damo- 
ſell thither named Nzcholerta, who was maintained by a wily com- 
pagion, called Magione, in a dwelling which hee had at Camalavl;, 
and (indeed) no honeſterthen ſhe ſhould be. She was a very beau- 
tifull young woman, wearing garments of great value, and(accor- 
ding to her quality) well ſpoken, and of commendable carriage . 
Comming forth of her Chamber one day, coucred with a. White 
veyle, becauſe her hairc hung looſceabour her, which ſhee went to 
waſh ata Wellin the middle Court,bathing there alſo her face and 
hands : Calandrino going (by chance) to the ſame Well for water, 
gauchera ſecretſalutation. She kindly returning thelike courtelic 
to him, began to obſerue him aduiſedly : more, becauſe he looked 
like a man newly come thither, then any handſomnelſle ſhe percey- 
uedin him. 

Calandrino 
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Calandrino threw wanton glances at her,and ſeeing ſhe was both 
faire and loucly, began to finde ſome occaſionoftarrying, ſo that 
he returned not with water to his other aſlociates, yer neither kno- 
wing her,or daring to deliner one word. She, who wasnotto learn 
her lefſon in alluring, noting what affe&ionate regards (with baſh- 
fulneſle) he gaue her: anſwered him more boldly with che like ; bur 
mecrly in ſcorning manner, breathing forth diuers diſſembled lighs 
among them : ſo that Calandrino became foolilhly inucigled with 
her louc, and would not dzpart out of the Court, vurill P-:l;ppo, 
ſtanding abouec in his Chamber window called her thence. 

VV hen Calandrino was returned backe to his bulineſle, he could 
do nothing cle, but ſhakethe head, ſigh, pufte, and blowe, which 
being obſcrued by Bruno (who alwayes fitted him according to his 
folly, as making a meer mockery of his very beſt behauiour)lodain- 
ly he ſaid. VWVhy how now Calazdrino ? Sigh, puſſe. & blow man ? 
What may be the reaton of theſe vnwonted qualities © Calandrino 
immediately anſwered, ſaying : My triendly Compamion Bruno, if 
I had one ts lend mea little helpe, I ſhould very quickely become 
well enough. How? quoth Bruzo, doth any thing offend thee,and 
wilt thou not reucale it to thy friends ? Deare Bruno, ſaid Calandrie 
20, there is a proper hand[ume weman herein the houſe, the good- 
lieſt creature thar cuery any eye beheld,much fairer thentheQueen 
of Fairies her ſclfe, who is fo deeply falne in loue with mee, as thou 
wouldſt thinke it no leſſe thena wonder ; and yer I neuer fawe her 
before, till yer while when I was ſent to fetch warer. A very ſtrange 
cale, anſwer. d Bruno. take heede Calandrino, that ſhee bee not the 

louely friend to Philippo,our yong Maſter, forthen it may prouc a 
dangerous matter. 

Cal1nd7izo ſtood (cratching his head an indifferent while , and 
then ſodainly replyed thus. Now traſt me Brwyo, it is to bee doub- 
ted, becauſe he called her at his VViadow, and ſhe immcdiatly wenr 
vpto his Chamber. But what doe I care ifit be ſo * Haue nor the 
Gods them{clues bene bepuiled of their Wenches , who were bet- 
ter men then euer h1/{;ppocan be, and ſhall I ſtand in feare of him* 
Bruno replied : Be patient Calandrino,l will enquire what Woman 
ſhe is, andif ſhe be not the wite or friend ro our young maſter Phz1- 
lippo, with faire perſwaftons I can ouer-rule the marter,becauſe ſhee 
isa familiar acquaintance of mine . But how ſhall wee doe, that 
Buffalmaco may not know heereot? I can neuer ſpeake to her, it hee 
bein my company. For Buffal/maco (quoth Calanarino) Ihaue no 
fearc of all, but rather of Ne{o, becauſe he is a neer Kinlman ro my 
wife, and he is able ro vado me quite, if once it ſhould come to his 
hearing. Thouſlailt well, replycd Bruno, therefore the TIO 
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neede to be very cleanly carried, © v. 

Now let metellyou, the Woman was well enough knowne to 
Bruno, as alſo her quality of life, - which Philippo had acquaiied 
him withall, and thercaſon of her reſorting thither. Wheictore, 
Calandrino going forth of the roome where they wtought,onely to 
gainc another ſight of Vicholerta, Branoreucaled the whole hiſto ry 
ro Buffa/maco and Nel, they all concluding together, how this a- 
morous fr of the foole was to b: followed. And when Calar drino 
was returned backe againe; in whiſpering maner Bruno ſaid ro him. 
Haſt thou once more ſeene her 7 Yes, yes Bruno, anſwered Calan- 
drino: Alas,ſhe hathflaine me with her very cyc,and I am no better 
then a dead man.Be partent ſaid Bruno, I will goe and ice whether 
ſhe be the ſame woman which I rake her for, or no : andit it prouc 
ſo, then neuer feare, but refer the buſineſſe vnto me. 

Bruno dc{cending downe the ſtaires, found Phillip; 0 and Nichon 
letta in conference together, and ſtepping vnto them, ciicourſcd ar 
large, what manner of man Calardrine was,and how farre he was 
falne in loue with her:{o char they made a merry concution, what 
ſhould be performed in this caſe,onely romake a paſtim: of his l.ot 
begun loue. And being come backe againe to Ca/andrizo,he ſaide. 
Itis theſame woman whereof I told thee, and therefore wee muſt 
worke wiſely in the bulineſle : for if Phzlppoperceiue any thing, all 
the water in Ar70 will hardly ſerue ro quench his fury. But what 
wouloſt thou hauc mcſay to her on thy behal:c, it I compaſle the 
meanestoſpeake with her? Firſt ofall (quoth Calandrino) and in 
the prime place, tell her, thatI with infiaite buſhels of thoſe bleſ- 
ſings, which makes Maides Mothers, and begecteth children. Next, 
chat I am onely hers, in any ſeruice (he wil command me. Doocſt 
thou vnderſtand me what Lay ? Safficiently anſwered Bruno, leauc 
allto me. 

\Vhen ſupper time was come, that they gaueouer working, and 
were deſcended downeinto the Court : there they found Phillippo 
and Nicholetta readily attending to expe ſome beginning of amo- 
rous behauiour, and Calandrino glanced ſuch lecting lookesar her, 
coughing and ſpetting with hummesand haes, yea in ſuch cloſe and 
ſecret manner, that a ſtarke blinde ſight might vericcalily haue per- 
ccyued it.” 

She alſo on the other ſide, returned him ſuch queint and cun- 
ning carriage, as cnflamed him farre more furiouſly, cucnas if hee 
were ready to leape out ofhimſclfe. In the meane while , Ph:llip- 
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were ſcriouſlie conſulting together, and perceiued nothing of his 
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refraine from extremity of laughter, they noted ſuch antick trickes 
TS Coen ioifirmalbece ia this faogifh folly, the hou 
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no .,and asthey were going towards Florence,Brunoſaide cloſely to 
Calandrino. | dare afſure thee, that thou haſt made her to conſume 
and melt, cuen like ice againſt the warme Sunne, On my word, if 
thou would bring thy Girrerne, and (it downe by vs,ſinging ſome 
few amorous longs of thine owne making, when weare bencath a- 
bout our bulineſle in the Court : ſhee would preſently leape out of 
the Window, as being vnableto tarry from thee. 

[ like thy counſcll well Bruno, anſwered Calanarino; bur ſhall] 
bring my Gitterne thither indeed * Yes, in any caſe, replied Bruns, 
for Muſicke is a matter of mighty preuailing. Ah Br#no (quoth Ca- 
lindrino, thou wouldſt nor credit me in the morning, when Itolde 
thce, how the very ſight of my perſon had wounded her : I percci- 
uedir atthe very hrſt looke of her owne, forſhee had no power ro 
concealcir. VW ho but my ſelfe could fo ſoone haue enflamed her 
aff:&1on, and being a woman of ſuch worth and beaury as ſhee is ? 
There arc infinite proper handſome fellowes, that daily haunt rhe 
company ot d:inty Damoſels, yet areſo ſhallow inthe affayres of 
loue, as they are notable to win one wench of a thouſand, no, not 
with all the wit they hauc, ſuch is their extreame follic and ill for- 
rune. 

Then pauſing a while, and ſodainely rapping out a Louers Oath 
or tws, thus he proceeded. My deareſt Bruno, thou ſhalt ſee how I 
can tickle my Gitterne, and what good ſport will enſue thereon If 
thou doſt obſerue me with judgement, why man, I am not ſoold as 
I ſeeme to be, and the could perceiu? irat the very firſt view ; yea, 
and ſhe ſhall inde it ſo too, when we have leyſure to conſultvpon 
further occa(ions : I hnde my ſclte in ſucha treeand frolicke joeun- 
ditic of ſpirit, that I will make her to follow me, eucn as a fond wo- 
man doth alter her child. 

But beware, ſaide BYuno, that thou do not gripe her ouer-hard, 
andin kiſſing, bee carefull of biting, becauſe theteeth Rand in thy 
head like the pegges ofa Lute, yet make a comely ſhew jn thy faire 
wide mouth, thy checkes looking like two of our artificiall Roſes, 
ſwelling amiably, when thy iawes are well fild with meat.Calandri- 
no hearing theſe hanſome commendations, thought himſelfe a man 
ofacion already, going, ſinging, and frisking before his companic 
ſoliucly,as if he had not bin in his skin. 

On the morrow,carrying his Girterne thither with him,to the no 
little delight of his campanions, hee both played and ſung a whole 
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Bed-role of Songs, notadditting bimſelfero any worke all the day: 
bur loitering 2mm rnqmnny one while he gazed outat the window ; 
then ran to the gatc, oftentimes downe into the Court, onely 
ro hauc a ſight of his Miltrefſe. She alſo (as cunningly) cncountred 
all his follies, by ſuch direQions as Bruno gauc her, and many more 
beſide of her owne deuiling, ro quicken him ſtill with new occali- 
ons: Bruno plaid the Ambaſſador berweene them, in deliucring the 
meſſages from Calanarine, and then returning her anſwersto him. 
Sometimes when ſhe wasabſcnt rhence(which often hapnedas oc- 
caſtons called her)then he would write letters in hername, & bring 
them,as it they wereſent by her, to giue him hope of whar hee deſi- 
red, but becauſe ſhe was then among her kindred, yerſhe could nor 
be vamindfull of him. 

In this manner, Bruno and Buffalmaco(who had the managing of 
this amorous bu{ineſle)madea mcerc Gregory of poore Calandyi- 
20, cauling him ſomtimes to ſend her, one while a pretty peece of 
Tuory, then a faire wrought purſe, and a coſtly paire of kniucs,with 
other ſuch like friendly tokens : bringing him backe againe, as in re- 
quital of them,counterfetted Rings of no valew, Bugles and bables, 
which he eſteemed as matters of great moment. Morcouecr,at diuers 
cloſe and ſodain mectings,they made him pay for many dinners & 
ſuppers,amounting to indifferent charges,onely to be careful inthe 
furtherance of his loue-ſuir,and to conceale it from his wife. 

Having worne out three or foure months ſpace in this fond and 
frivolous manner, withoutany other ſucceſle then as hath dene de- 
clared ; and Calandrinoperceiuing , thatthe worke vnderraken by 
himand his tellowes, grew very neere vppon the finiſhing, which 
would barre him of any longer reſorting thither : hee began to ſolt- 
cite Bru20 more importunatcly, then all the while before he hadde 
done. In regard whereof, A7cholerta being one day come thither,& 
Bruno hauing conferred both with her and Phi/{ippo,withful derer- 
mination what was to be done, he began with Calanarino, ſaying. 
My honeſt Neighbourand Friend,this Woman hath made a thou- 
ſand promiles, to graunt what thou art ſo defirousto haue, and 1 
plainly perceiue that ſhe hath no ſuch meaning, bur meerely plaics 
with both our noſes. In which reſpe&, ſecing ſhes ſo perhidious, 
and will not perfou:me one of all her Enbfull-made promiſes : if 
thou wilt conſent to hauc it ſo, ſhe ſhall be compelled ro do it whe- 
ther ſhe willorno. Yea marry Bruno, anſwered Calanarino, that 
werean excellent courſe indecde, if it could be done, and with ex- 
pedition. | | 

Bruno ſtood muling awhile to himſclfe, as if he had ſome ſtrange 
framgem in his braine,& afterward ſaid .Haſt thouſo much corage 
Iiz Calanari - 
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thee ? Yes, that I haue anſwered Calandrme, Ihopethar 
notto be doubted. VVell then, ſaide Bruno, procure that] 
may hauca piece of Virgin Parchmene broughr mee, with aliuing 
Bator Reremoule three graines of Inccenſe,and anhallowed Can- 
dle, then leaue meto effe&t what ſhal content thee. Calavdrins war- 
chedall the nexc night following, with ſuch preparation as he could 
make, onely to catch a Bat ; whuch being taken at thelaſt,he broghr 
it aliue to Bruno(with all the other matcrials q i Spore ) who ta- 
king him alone into a backer Chamber, there hee wrote diuers fol- 
lies on the Parchment, in the ſhape of ſtrange and vnvſuall Charra- 
ers, which he deliuered to Calandrine, ſaying: Be bold Calandri- 
»0, and build conſtantly vppon my wordes, that if thou canſt bur 
rouch her with this ſacred Charradred charme,ſhe will immediate- 
ly follow thee,and fulfil whatfocuer thou plcaſcſt to command hir. 
Wherefore, if P3zppodo this day walke any whither abroad from 
this houſc, preſumero ſalute her, in any manner wharſocuer it be,& 
rouching her with the written lines, go preſently to the barn of hay, 
which' thou percciueſtſo neere adioyning, the onely conucnicne 
place that can be, becauſe few or none refort thither. She ſhall (in 
deſpighr of her blood) follow thee 3 and when thou haſt her there, 
Leaue thee thento thy valiant victory.Ca/andrino ood on tiptoe, 
like a man newly molded by Fortune, and warranted Bruroto fulfil 
all effeually. 

N;lo, whom Calandrino moſt of all feared and miſtruſted, had a 
hand as deepe as any of the reſt in this deceitc, and was as forward 


| alſoto hauc ir performed, by Branves diredtion, hee went vnto Flo- 


_— , where being in company with Calarndrizves Wite, thus hee 
an. 
Couline, thine vnkinde vſage by thine husband, is not vnknown 
ro me, how he did beate thee (beyond the compaſle of all reaſon) 
when he brought home ſtones from the plain of Mugronc.in which 
regard, I am very deſirous to haue thee reuenged on him : whichif 
thou wilt nor do, never repute me hecreaftcr for thy Kinſman and 
Friend. Hcis falne inloue with a Woman of the common gender, 
onethat is to be hired for money : he hath his priuate mecrings with 
her, andthe placceis partly knowne to me, as by a ſecret appoint- 
mene (made very latcly) I am credtbly giuen to vnd-rſtand;where- 
fore walke preſently along with mc, and thou ſhalt rake him in the 
heat of his knauery. 

All the while as theſe words were vttering to her, ſhce could nor 
diſſemble her inward. impatience, but ſtarring vp as bale franticke 
withfury,ſhe aid. O notorious villaine ! Dareſt thou aaa: we 
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boneſt wife ſo baſely? L{wcareby bleſſed Saine prikrery thouſhale 


be paid with coyneofthineowneſtampe.. So caflinga lightwen- 
ring Cloake about her,andraking a:yong womarnin her cre ? 
(hey 


ſhee went away with Nells in no meant haſte. . Brune 

comming a farre off, faidro*Philleppo'r You Sir, youknow whar. is: 
to be done,act your part according toyourappointaent, Phillippe 
went immediately into theroome,where Calandrino and his other 
Conſorts were at worke,and faid rothem. Honeſt friends,l hauc 
certaine occaſions which command mine inſtant being at Florence: 

worke hard while I am-abſent,and I will not be vnthankefull for ir. 

Away hee departed fromthem, and hid himſclfe ina conuenient 
place, where he couldnortbe deſcryed,, yer ſee whatſocuer Calan. 

drino did : who when he imagined 7hi//jppoto be farre enough off, 
deſcended downe into the Court, where he found Nicholetta fit- 
tingalone,and going towards her, began toenter into diſcourſing 

with her. % 

She knowing what remained to bee done on her behalfe , drew 
ſomewhat ncere him,and ſhewed her ſelfe more familiar then for- 
merly ſhe had done : by which fauourable meanes,he toucked her 
with the charmed Parchment,whibh was no ſooner done;but with 
out vſing any other kinde of language, hee went tothe hay-Barne, 
whither Nicholletta followed him,and both being entred, hecloſed 
the Barne doore,and thenſtood gazing on her, as if hee had neuer 
ſcene her before. Standing ſtil as ina ſtudy,or bethinking himſelfe 
what he ſhould ſay : ſhe beganto vic affable gefture to him,and ta- 
king him by the hand, made ſhew as if ſhee meant to kiſle him, 
which y-t ſhe reframed,though he(rather then his life)would glad- 
ly have had it. VWhy how now deare Cal/ardrino(quoth ſhe) iew- 
cll of my ioy,comfort of my heart, how many times hauc I longed 
for thy lweet Company? A nd enioying it now,according to mine 
owne defire,doſt thou ſtand like a Statue,or man 44a morte ? The 
rare tunes of the Gitterne , but (much more)the melodious accents 
of thy voyce,cxcelling Orpheus or Amphion,lo rauiſhed my ſoule, 
as I know not how to expreſſe the depth of mine aft:Ction ; and yer 
haſt thou brought me hither, onely to looke babies in mine eyes, 
and not ſo muchas ſpeake one kinde word to me ? 

Bruno and Buffalmaco,hauing hid themſelues cloſe behinde phi- 
lippothey both heard and ſaw all this amourous conflatt, and as 
Calandrino was quickning his courage,and wiping his mouth, with 
intent to kiſſe her : his wife and Nelloentred into the Barne, which 
cauſed Nicholerta to ger her gone preſently.ſhcltring her ſelf where 
Philippe lay ſcouting. But the enraged woman ranne furi- 
ouſly vpon poore daunted Calavdrino, making ſuch a piriful _— 

acre 
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ry malay from his head , ashee 
mecrely looked like an infe&ed Anatomy. Fowle loathſome dog 
(quoth ſhe) muſt you be at your minions, and leaue mee hunger- 
ſtarued at home? An olde knaue with (almoſt) neuer a good toorh 
inthy head.and yerart thou neighing after young wenches ? haſt 
thou not worke enough at home, but muſt bee gadding in to other 
mens grounds? Aretheſe the fruites of wandring abroad * 

Calandrino being in this pirtifull perplexity, ſtood like one nei- 
ther aliue nor dead,nor daring to vſe any rcfiſtance againſt her ; bur 
fcll on hisknces before his Wite, holding vp his hands for mercy, 
and cntreating her(for charities ſake)not to rorment him any more: 
for he had committed no harme art all , and the Gentlewoman was 
his Maſters Wife, who came with no ſuch intent thither , as thee 
fondly imagined. Wite, or wife not(quoth ſhe)I would haue none 
ro meddle with my Husband, bur I that haue the moſt right to 
him. 

Bruno and Buffalmaco,who had laughed all this while heartily at 
this paſtime,wirh Philippo and Nicholettaz came running in haſte 
to know the reaſon of this loude noiſe, and after they had pacified 
the woman with gentle perſwaſions : they aduiſcd Calardrino, to 
walke with his VViteto Florence, and returne no more to worke 
chere & rayn os Phillippo hearing what had hapned,ſhould be re- 
_ on him with ſome outrage. Thus poore Calazdrins miſe- 
rably miſuſed and beaten,went home to Florence with his Wife, 
ſcouldedand raild at all the way,belide his other moleſtations (day 
and night)afterward : his Companions, Phill;ppo and Nicholetta, 
making themſelues merry at his miſ-forrune. 
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Two yone Gentlemen,the one named Panuccio, and the orher Adria- 
no,/odged one night in a poore Inne where one of them went to bed : 
$0 the Hoſtes Daughter and the other (by 7 ry; his way in the 
darke)to the Hoſtes wiſe. He which lay with the dauehter, hapve- 
ned afterward to the Hoſtes bed,and told him what he had done, as 

thinking he ſpake to his owne companyon. Diſcontentment grow- 

jug betweene them,the Mother perceiuing her errour , went to bed 
to her daughter and with diſcreete language, made a generall paci- 


fication. c 


The Sixt Nouell, 
herein is manifeſted,that ar. offence committed ignorantly, and by 
miſtaking ; 0uzht to be conered with good aduiſe, and ciuill difcre- 
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how by a ſudden wary fore-fight, adiſcreet womancompaſſed the 
meanesto auoyde a notorious ſcanda!l. 

Onthe plainc of Mugnoze, necreto Florence, dwelt(not 1 
ſince)an honeſt meane man, who kept : poore Inneor Oftery for 
erauellers, where they might haue ſome ſlender entertainement for 
their money. As he was buta poore man, 1o his houſe affoorded 
bur very ſmall receit of gueſts, notlodging any but on neceſſity, 
and ſuch as he had ſome knowledge of. This honeſt poore hoſte 
had a woman(ſufficiently faire;to his wife, by whom hee had alſo 
two children,the one a comely young maiden, aged about fifteene 
yeares,and the other aſonne,nor fully (as yet)a yeare old, and ſuc- 
king onthe mothers brelt. 


A comcly youthfull Gentleman of our City, becameamorouſly 
affected to the Damoſell,reforting thitherdiuers times as hee tra- 
uelled on the way,to cxpreſſe how muchhe did reſpe& her. And 
ſhe accounting her fortune none of the meaneſt,to bee beloued by 
ſo youthfull a G1llant,declared ſuch vertuous and modeſt demea- 
nour; as might defcrue his beſt opinion of her : ſo thatthcir loue 

rew t9 an equall {1impathy, and mutuall contentment of them 
Fa expectarion of further effects , he being named Panuccio, 
and ſhe Nicholletta., 

Thehcate of affection thus encreafing day by day, Panuccie 
grew cxceedingly defirous to enioy the trus of his long continued 
Iiking,anddiuers deuiſes muſtred in his braine,how he might com- 
paſſe one nights lodging in her fathers houſe,whereof hee knew e- 
ucry part and parcell, as not doubting to effect what hee deſired, 
yet vndiſcouercd by any,but the inaide her ſelfe. 

According as his intention aymed,fo he longed to pur it in exe- 
cution,znd hauing impartcd his mind to an honeſt loyall friend, 
named Adriano,wvho wis:cquainted with the courſe of his loue : 
hyring two horſes , and hauing Portniantues behind them, filled 
with matters of no moment,they departed from Florence,as if they 
had ſome great 1ourney to ride. Hauing ſpent the day time where 
themſelucs beſt pleaſed, darke night being entred, they arriucd on 
the plaine of Mugnone,where,as if they were come from the parts 
of Romanio,they rode directly to this poore Inne, and knocking ar 
the doore,the honeſt Hoſte(being famuliar and friendly tro all com- 
mers) opened the doore, when Panuccio ſpakeinthis manner to 
him. Good man, we muſt requeſt one nights lodging with you, 
for we thought to haue reached fo farre as Florence, bur dark night 
preuenting vs, you ſecat whatalate houre weeare come hither. 
Signior Panxccio, anſweredthe hoſte, it isnot vnknowne to you, 


how vafiting my poore houſe is,for enterraining ſuch gueſts as you 
are: 
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are: Neuertheleſle,ſecing you are ouertaken by ſo vnſcaſonable an 
houre,and no other place is neere for your receite; I will gladly 
lodge you ſo wellasI can, 

When they were diſmounted from their horſes,and entred into 
the ſimple Inne : hauing taken order for feeding their horſes, they 
accepted ſuch prouiſion,as the place and time afforded, requeſting 
che Hoſte to ſuppe withthem. Now Iamrotell you, that there - 
was but oneſinall Chamber inthe houſe, wherin ſtood three beds, 
as beſt the Hoſte had denifedto place them, two of them ſtandin 
by the walles (ide,and the third fronting them both, but with ſuc 
cloſe and narrow paſſage, as very hardly could one ſtep berweene 
them. The beſt oftheſethrec beds was appointed forthe Gentle- 
men,and thereintheyd lay them downto reſt,but ſleepe they could 
not, albeit they diſlembled it very formally. In the ſecond Bed 
was Nicholetta the daughter,lodged by her ſelfe,and the father and 
mother in thethird,and becauſe ſhe wasto giue the child ſucke in 
the night time,the Cradle ( whercinitlay ) ſtood cloſe by their 
beds ſide, becauſe thechildes crying orany other occaſion concer- 
ning it, ſhould not diſquiet the Gentlemen. 

Panuccio having ſubtily obſeruedall this, and in what manner 
they went to bed after ſucha ſpace oftime, as he imagined them 
ro be all faſt aſleepehe aroſe very ſoftly,and ſtealing to the bed of 
Nichaletta,lay downe gently by her, Andalbeitſhe ſeemed ſome. 
what afraidat the firſt, yet when ſhe perceiued who it was, ſhece ra- 
ther bad him welcome,then ſhewed herſclfe any way diſconten- 
ecd. Now while Panxccio continued thus with the maide,it fortu. 
ned that a Cat threw down ſomewhatin the hoyſe,the noiſe wher- 
ofawaked the wife,and fearing greater harme, then ( indeed) had 
hapned,ſhe aroſe without aCandle,and went groping inthe darke, 
rowards the place where ſhee heard the noyſe. Adriano, who had 
no other meaning but well found occaſion alſo to riſe, about ſome 
naturallneceſſity,and making his paſlage in the darke,ſtumbled on 
the childes Cradleſin the a ha" rats woman had ſet it,and be- 
ing vnable to paſle by, without remouing it from theplace : tooke 
and ſertitby his owne beds fide, and hauing donethe buſineſſle for 
which heroſe , returnedto his bed againe, neucr remembringto 
ſctthe Cradle where firſt he found it. 

The Wife hauing found the thing throwne downe being of no 
value or moment,cared not for lighting any candle; but rating the 
_ Cat,rerurned backe, feeling for the bed where her Husband lay but 
finding not the Cradlethere, ſhe faid to her ſelfe. What a fooliſh 
woman am I,that cannot welltell my ſelfe what I doe © Inſtead of 
my Husbands bed, I am going gs my gueſts. 
K 
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Soc ing onalirtle further,ſhe found the childes Cradle,and 
laid her tl downe by Adriano, thinking ſhee had gone right to 
her Husband. Adriano being not yet falneaſleepe, fecling the ho- 
ſtceſlein bed with him : tookead eof1o fairean occaſion of- 
fcred,and what he did,is no buſineſſe of mine, (as I heard ) neither 
found the woman any fault. Matters comming to paſſe in this 
ſtrange manner,and Panuccis fearing, leſt fleepe ſeazing on him, 
he might diſgracethe maides reputation - taking his kinde farc- 
well ofher,with many kiſſes and ſweet imbraces : returned againe 
ro his owne Bed,but meeting with the Cradlcin his way,and thin- 
king it ſtood by the hoſtes Bed,as truely irdid fo at the firſt) went 
backe from the Cradle,and ftepr-into the hoſtes Bed indeed, who 
awaked vpon his very entrance,albeit he lept very ſoundly betore. 

Panuccioſuppoling that he was laid downe by his loving friend 
Adriano,merrily faid tothe Hoſte.I proteſtto thee,as Iam a Gen- 
tleman,Nicholettais a dainty delicate wench, and worthy to be a 
very good mans wite : this night ſhee hath giuen mee the ſweeteſt 
cntertainement,as the beſt Prince in the world can wiſh no better, 
and I haue kiſt her moſt kindly for it.' The Hoſte hearing theſe 
newcs,which ſeemed very vnwelcometo him. ſaid firſt to himſelf : 
Vhar make ſuch a dcwill heerein my Bedde 2 Afterward being 
more raſhly angry , then well aduiſed, hee faid to Panntcio.Canſt 

thou makes vaunt of ſuch a monnſtrous villany * Or thinkeſt thou, 
that hcauen hath not due vengeance inſtore, to requite all wicked 
deeds of darkeneſle 7 If all ſhould fleepe;yet I hauc courage ſuffici- 
cnt to right my wrong,and yet as oldc as I zm thon ſhalt be ſureto 
finde ir. 

Our amorous Paxucc/o being none of the wiſtſt young men 
inthe world,percciuing his errour,ſought not ro amend it, (as well 
he might haue done) with ſome qucint ſtraine of wit, carried in 
quicke and cleanly manner, but angerly anſwered. What ſhall] 
find thatthou darſt doeto me © am I any way afraid of thy threat- 
nings * The Hoſtes imagining ſhe was in bed with her Husband, 
ſaid to A4riano : Harke Husband,] thinke our Gueſts are quarrel- 
ling together,] hope they will doe no harme to one another. Adri- 
ano laughing outright, anſwered. Let rhem alone, and become 
friends againe asthey fell out : perhaps they dranke too much ye- 
ſternight. 

The woman perceiuing that it was her husband thatquarrelled, 
and diſtinguiſhing the voyce of Adriazo from his : knew preſently 
where ſhee was , and with whom; wherefore hauing witat will, 
and deſirous to cloudean crrorvnaduiſedly committed, and with 
no willing conſent of her ſelfe: without returning any more words, 
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preſently ſhe roſe,and taking the Cradle with the child in it, re- 
moued it thence to her daughters bed{id2, although ſhee had'no: 
light rohelpe her,and afterward went to bed to her, where ( as if 
ſhe were but newly awaked)ſhe called her Husband, to vaderſtand. 
what angry ſpeeches had paſt betweene him and Panuccio. The 
Hoſte replycd,ſaying.Didft thou not heare him wife, brag & boaſt, 
how he hath lyen this night with our daughter Nicholetta * Hus- 
band{quoth ſhc)he is no honeſt Gentleman, if hee ſhould fay ſo, 
and belecue me it is a manifeſt Iye , for Tam in bed with her my 
ſelfe,and neuer yet cloſed mine eyes together, ſince the firſt houre I 
laid medowne : it is vnmannerly done of him to ſpeake it, and you 
are little lefle then a logger-head,if you doe belecue it. This pro- 
ceedeth from your bibbing and {willing yeſternight , which (as it 
ſcemeth) maketh you to walke about the roome in your {leepe, 
dreaming of wonders in the night ſcaſon : it were nogreat ſinne if 
youbrake your necks,to teach you keepeafairer quarter z and how 
commeth it to paſle,that Signior Panuccre could not keepe him- 
ſeife in his owne bed ? | Jes 

Adriano(onthe other (ide) perceiuing how wiſely the woman 
excuſed her owne (ſhame and her daughters ; to backe her in a bv. 
ſineſle ſo cunningly begun, he called to Panuccio,laying. Hauenot I 
tolde thee 'an hundred times, that thouartnot fittolycany where, 
out ot thine owne lodging 2 Whata ſhame is this baſe imperfeRi- 
ontothee,by riſing and walking thus in the night-time, accordi 
asthy dreames doc wantonly delude thee,and cauſe thee to forlake 
thy bcd.telling nothing but lics and fables,yet auouching them for 
maniteſt truthes 2 Afluredly this will procure no meane perill vnto 
_ : Comehither, andkeepe inthine owne bedde tor meere 
' ſhame, 

When the honeſt meaning Hoſt heard, what his own Wifeand 
Airiano 1d confirmed : he was verily perſwaded , that Pannccio 
ſpake in a dreame all this while : And to make it the more con- 
ſtantly apparant,Paxuccio (being now growne wiſer by others ex- 
ample)lay talking and blundring to himſclte, euenas if dreames or 
perturbations of the minde did much moleſt him, with ſtrange di- 
ſtractions in franticke manner. Whichthe Hoſte percciuing, and 
compaſſionating his caſe,as one man ſhould do anothers: herooke 
him by the ſhoulders,ioggingand hunching him, ſaying. Awake 
Signior Pa#ccio,and get you gone henceto your owne bed. 

Pazuccio,yawning and ſtretching out his limbes, with ynuſuall 
groancs and reſpirations,ſuch as (better) could bee hardly diſſem- 
bled: ſeemedto wake as our of a traunce, and calling his friend 
Adriino,ſaid. | 


Kk 2 Adriano, 
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_  -  Adrians,is it day,that thoudoſt waken me* Itmay be day or 
night replyed Adriars,for both (in theſe fits) are alike to thee. A- 
riſe man for ſhame,and come to thine lodging. Then faining to be 
much troubled and fleepie,he aroſe trom the hoaſt, and went ro 4- 
drianoes bed. 

When it was day,and all in the houſeriſen , the hoaſt beganto 
ſmile at Panuccro,mocking him with his idle dreaming andtalking 
in the night. 

So,falling from one merry matterto another, yet without any 
miſlike atall : the Gentlemen,hauing their houſes prepared , and 
their Portmantues faſtened behind,drinking totheir hoaſt, moun- 
ted on horſebacke,and they roade away towards Florence, no leſſe 
contented with the manner of occaſions happened, then the effects 
they ſorted ro. Afterward,other courſes were taken, for the conti- 
nuance ofthis begun pleaſure with Nicholettg, who made her mo- 
ther belccue,that Panuccio did nothing cle but dreame. And the 
mother her ſclfe rcmen:bring how kindely Adriano had vicd 
her(a fortune not expeRed |y her before : ) was more then halfe 
of the minde,that luc did then dreame alſo, while ſhe was waking, 


Talano, 
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Talano de Moleſe dreamed That a wolfe rent and tore his wines face 
and throate. Which dreame he told to her, with aduiſe to keep her" 
ſelfe out of danger, which ſhe refuſing to doe, receined wohat folls- 
wed. els '$ | 
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hereby (with ſome indifferent reaſon) it concluded, that Dreames 
do not alwayes fall out to be leaſines. 
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P Y the concluſion of Pamphilus bis Nouel, wherein the wo- 
| > mans ready wit, at a time of fuch neceſſity, carricd defer- 
Rr ucd commendations.: the Queen gaue command to Ma- 
dam Pampinea, that ſhe ſhould next begin with hers,and ſo ſhe did, 
in this manncr. In ſome diſcourſes (gracious Ladies) already paſt 
among vs, the truth of apparitions in dreames hath partly bin -4 
proued, whereof very many haue made a mockery. Neuertheleſle, 
whatſocuer hath heeretofore bin ſayde, I purpole to acquaint you 
with a very thort Nouell, of a ſtrange accident happening vntoa 
neighbour of mine, in not crediting a Dreame which her Husband 
told her. 

I cannortell, whether you knew Talanode HMoleſe, or no, a man 
of much honour, who tooketo wife a yong Gentlewofnan, named 
Margarita,as beautifull as rhe beſt : bur yerſo peeuiſh, ſcornefull, 
and 


_—.. 


Nouell.7. of The Ninth Day, 


—— _—_— " _ 


———— —_ _- 


and fantafticall, that ſhe diſdaincd any good aduice giuen her ; ney- 
ther could any thing be done, to caulc her contentment ; which ab- 
ſurd humors were highly diſpleaſingto her husband: bur in regard 
he knew not how to helpe it,conſtrainedly he did enduneir.It came 
to paſſe, that Talano being with his wife, at aſurnmer-houſe of his 
owne inthe country, he dreamed one night , thathe ſaw his Vife 
walking in a faire wood, which adioyned neere vnto his houſe, and 
while ſhe thus continued there, he ſcemed to ſec iſſue foorth from a 
corner of the ſaid Wood, a great and furious Wolte, which lea- 
ping ſodainly on her, caught her hy the face andthroate, drawing 
her downeto thecarth,and offcring to drag her thepce. But he cry- 
ing out for helpe,recouercd her from the Wolfe , yer hauing her 
face and throat very pirifully rent and torne. 

[n regard of this terrifying dreame, when Ta/ano was riſen in the 
mo: ning, and fare conuerling with his wife, he ſpake thus vnto hir. 
Woman, although thy froward wilfull Nature be ſuch,as hath not 
permitted me one pleaſing day with thee, fincefirſt we becam man 
and wift,but rather my lite hath bene moſt tedious to meas fearing 
ſtill ſome nuſcheefe {hould happen tothee : yer let mee now in lo- 
ving manner aduile thee, to follow my counſel, and (this day) not 
to walke abroad out of this houſe. She demanded areaſon for this 
aduiccof his. He related to her eucry particular of his dreame,) ad- 
ding withall theſe ſpeeches. 

True it is Wife (quorh he) thart little credit ſhould (bee giuen to 
dreames : neuertheleſle, when they deliuer aduertiſementofharmes 
ro enſue, there is nothing loſt by ſhunning and auoiding them. She 
flecring in his face, and ſhaking her head at him, replyed . Such 
harmes as thou wiſhelſt, ſuch thou dreameſt of « Thou pretendeſt 
much pittic and care of me, but all to no other end> but what mil- 
cheefes thou dreameſt happening vnto mee, ſo wouldeſt thou ſee 
them effected on me. Wherefore, I will weil enough lookeromy 
{clfe, both this day, and atall times clſe : becauſe thou ſhalt neuet 
make thy ſclte merry, with any ſuchmisfortune as thou wiſheſt vn- 
tO Mce 

Well Wife, anſwered Ta/ano, I knew well enongh before, what 
thou would ſay : An vnſound head is ſoone (cratche withthe very 
gentleſt Combe: but belecueas thou pleaſeſt. As for my ſelfe, 1 
ſpeake with a true and honeſt meaning ſoule, and once againel do 
aduiſe thee, to keepe within our doores all this day: at leaſt wile be- 
ware,that thou walke not into our wood, bee it but in regardof my 
dreame. Well ſir(quoth ſhe ſcoffingly)once you ſhall ſay,l follow- 
ed your coumſell: bur within her ſelfe ſhefell ro this murmuring . 
Now I percciuemy husbands cunning colouring, & why I muſt not 
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walke this day into our wood : he hath made a compatt with ſome 
common Queane, cloſely to hane her company there,and is afraide 
caſt I ſhold rake them rardy. Belike he would haue me teedamong 

blinde folke, and I were worthy to bee thought a ſtarke foole, it I 

ſhould not preuent a manifeſt trechery,being intended againſt me. 

Go thither therefore I will,and tarry there all the whole day long ; 

but I will mcet with him in his merchandize; and ſee the Pink wher- 
in he aduentures. PHIEY SO %, 

After this her ſecret conſultation, her husband was no ſooner 
gone forthar one doore, but flee didrhe like at another, "yg ſo ſe- 
crctly as pofſibly-ſhe could deuiſe to doe; and. (wirhour anygclay- 


ing) ſhe went tothe VWood, wherein ſhe hid her ſelfe very4lolcly, 
among thethickeltot the buſhes,. yet coulddiſcerne cuery Way a- 
bour her, ifany body ſhould offer to paſſe by her. While ftee kept 
her ſelfe inthis concealment, ſuſpe&ing other myſteriou$marters, 
as her idle imagination had tutord her,rather then the danger of a- 
ny Wolte : out of a brakie thicket by her,ſodainly ll foe & 
dreadtall VVolfe, as hauing found her by theſent, mountingappec, 
anderaſpingherthroatin his mouth, before ſheſaw him, orcould 
callto heaven for mercy. | 's 

Being thus {eiſed of her, he carried her as lightly away, asjf ſhee 
had binno heauierthen a Lambe, ſhe being (by no meanes)able to 
cry, becauſe he held her fo faſt by rhe throate, and hindredany hel- 
ping ofherfelfe. As the Wolfe carried -herthus from thence;he had 
quite;(trangled her, ifcertaine Shepheards hid fior merhim; who 
with their outcries and exclaimesat the Wolfe, cauſed himto ler 
her fall,and haſt away to ſaue his owne life, . Notwithſtanding the 
harme doneto her throat and face, the ſhepheards knew her, and 
caried her home to her houſe, where ſhe remained along while af. 
rer,carcfully attended by Phyſitians and Chirurgians. = 

Now, although they were very expertand cunning menall, ,yct 
could they not ſo perfeRly cure her, but both her throate, and part 
of her face were ſo blemiſhed, that whereas ſhe ſeemed a rare crea- 
ture before, ſhe was now deformed and much vnſightly. In regard 
of which ſtrange alteration, being aſhamed ro ſhew her ſelfe in any 
place,where formerly ſhe had bene ſecne : ſhe ſpenthertime in ſor- 
row and mourning,repenting her inſolentand ſcornfull carriage,as 
alſo her raſh running forth into danger, vpon a fooliſh and icalous 
ſurmiſe,belccuing her husbands dreamesthe better for ever after. 
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Blondello (in « merry maner) cauſed Guiotto to beenile himelfe of 
4 good dinner: fdr which deceit, Guiotto became cunningly reuen- 
ged, by procuring Blondello to be unreaſonably beaten and miſu- 


fed. 
, The EightNovell. 
FPhereby plainly appeareth, that they which take delight in deceruiny 
others,do well aeſerue to be deceined themſelues. 
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PT was a generall opinion in the whole Toutall Cornpanic, 
2S that whatſocucr Talano ſaw in his flcepe, was not anic 
C28. dreame,but rather a viſion : conlidring,cuery part therc- 
of tell out ſo direly,withour the leſt failing. But when filence was 
enioyned, then the Queene gaue forth by euidene demonſtration, 
that Madam Lawretta was next to ſucceed, whereupon ſhe thus be- 
gan. Asallthey (iudictous hearers)which hauethis day ſpoken be- 
fore me, deriued the ground or proiett of their Nouels, from ſome 
other argument ſpoken of before : euen ſo, the cruell reuendge of 
the Scholler, toxins diſcourſed atlarge by Madame Pamperea, 
maketh me to remember another Tale of like nature, ſome-what 
orecuous to the ſufferer, yet notin ſuch cruell meaſure inflited, as 
that on Madam Helena. 

There dwelt ſometime in Florenee, one who was generally called 
by the name of G«707to, a man being the greateſt Gourmand, and 
2 roſleſt 
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groſleſt feeder, as cuer was ſcene in any Countrey, all his meanes & 


rocurements mcerlyvnable to maintaine expences for hiling his' 
boy: But otherwite he was of ſufficient and commendable carti- 
age, faircly demeaued; and well difconrſing on any argument:yer, 
not as a curious and ſpruce Courtier, ' bur rather a frequenter of 
rich mens Tables, wherechoiceofgood cheereisfildome wanting, 
& ſuchſhonld have his company albeit nor invited, yet(liked bold 
intruder)he had the courage to bid himſelfe welcome. 

Arrtheſame time,and in our Ciry of Florencealfo,there was ano- 
ther man, named Blongello,very low of ſtature, yer com!y formed, 
quicke witted, more neatand brisk then a Butter flye,alwaics wea- 
ring a wrought (i|kecap on his head; and nota haire ſtaring out of 
order, bur the tuft flouriſhing aboue the forehead, and he ſuch ano- 
ther trencher-fly for the table, as our forenam :d Gni0tro was. It fo 
fel out on a morning in the Lenttime, that hee wentinto the Fith- 
maiker, where he bought two goodly Lampreycs, for Meſſer Viero 
de Cherchi,and was elpied by Gaiorto,who (comming to Blondello) 
ſaid. VVharis the meaning of this coſt and for whom is it? Where- 
to Bloudello thus anſwered. Ycſternight, three other Lampries, far 
fairer and fatter thentheſe, and a whole Sturgeon, were ſent vnto 
Meſſer Corſo Doxati,and being not ſufficient to feede divers Gentle» 
mcn, whom hee hath inuited this day to dine with him, hce cauſed 
mc to buy theſe two beſide: Doeſt not thou intend ro make one a- 
mong them? YesI warrantthee,replied Guzotro,thou knowſt I can 
inuite my ſeclfe thither, without any other bidding. 
So parting; aboutrhe houre of dinner time, Gu/otro went tothe 

houſe of the ſaide Meſſer Corſo, whom he found ſitting; and ralking 
with certain of his neighbors, but dinner was not(as yet)ready, net- 
ther were they come Gther rodinner. Meſſer Corſo demaunded of 
Gniottogwhat newes with him,and whither he went? Why Sir(ſaid 
Gui6tto)T cometo dine with you,and your good company.V her- 
to Meſſer Corſo anſwered, That he was welcom, & his other friends 
being gone,dinner was ſcrucd in,noneels therat preſent but Meſſer 
Corſo and Gurotto:al the diet being a poore diſh of Peaſe,alitle piece 
of Tunny,&a few (mal fiſhes fried, without any other diſhes to fol- 
low after. G#;07to ſecing no better tare, but being dilapointed of his 
cxpeAation,as longing to feed on the Lampriesand Sturgeon, and 
ſo to hauemadea ful dinner indeed:was of a quick apprehenſ1o0n,& 
apparantly percetued, that BYondel/ohad meerly' guld him ina kna- 
ucry,which did not alitle vex him; and made him vow to be renen- 
gedon Blandelloas he could compalte occalionafterward. © © 

_ Before many daics werepaſt, itwashis fortuneto meetewith 
Blonaelp,who hauing toldthis icit: In a ge? 
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good merriment made thereat : the ſaluted Gu#g#ro in ceremonious 
manner, ſaying. How didſt thou like thefat Lampreyes and Stur- 
geon, which thou fedſt on at the houſe of Meſſer Corſo Donati? Wel 
Sir (anſwered Gsiotto) perhaps before cight daycs paſſe ouer my 
head, thou ſhalt meet withas pleaſing a dinner as I did. _ 
away from B/ondello, he met witha Porter or butthen-bearer, ſuc 
as are vſually ſent on errands ; and byring himto deliuer a meſſage 
for him,gaue hima glaſle borrle,and bringing himnecre to the Hal- 
houſe of Cauicciuli, ſhewed him thereaknighr,calied Signior Phil. 
lipo Argenti,a man of huge ſtature, ſtour,ſtrong,vainglorious,fierce 
and ſooner mooued to anger then any otherman. To him(quoth 
G«iotto;thou muſt go with this boctle inthy hand, and ſay:thus ro 
him. Sir,3/ondello ſent me to youand courtcouſly entreateth you, 
that you would cnrubinate this glaſſe bottle with your beſt Clarer 
Wine; becauſe he would make merry with a few friends of his.Bar 
bewarc he lay no hand on thee, becauſc he may bce cafily induced 
to miſuſe thee,and ſo my bulineſle be diſappointed, VWell Sirrepli- 
ed the Porter,ſhal I ſay any thing elſe ynto bim ? No (quoth Ga1or- 
co)only go and deliuer this meſlage,and when thou art returned, Ile 
pay thee for thy paines. 

The Portcr being gone tothe houſe, deliuercd his meſſage tothe 
knight, who being a man of no great ciuill breedingy bur furious, 
raſh,and inconſiderate : preſently conceiued,that Blondelio (whom 
he knew well enough) ſentthis meſſage in meere mockageof him, 
and ſtarting vp with fiery lookes, ſaid : What enrubination of Cla- 
ret ſhould I ſend him? and what haue I co do with him, or his drun- 
ken friends? Let him and thee go hang your ſelues together. So he 
ſtept to catch holdon the Porter, but he (being well warnd before) 
was quicke and nimble, andeſcaping from him, returned backe to 
Guiotto(who obſcrued all)and told hum the anſwer of Signior Phil- 
{ippo. Guiottonot a line contented, paied the Porter,and aricd not 
in any placetil he mer with Blondello, to whom he ſaid. Vhen waſt 
thou at the Hall of Cauicciu1:? Not along while, anſwerd Blundel- 
lo, but why doſt thou demand ſucha queſtion? Becauſe(quorh Gu;- 
. otto)Signior Phill;ppo hath ſought about for thee, yet knowe nor 1 

what he would haye with thee. Is it ſor replied B/ondelo,then I wil 
walke thither preſently ,to vnderſtand hispleaſure. 

When Blondello was thus parted from him,Guiorro folowed nor 
farre off behind him, to behold the iſſue ofchigangry buſineſſe;and 
Signior Phillips, becauſc he could not catchthe Porter, jcontinucd 
much diſtempred, fretting and fuming, in regard he could not com- 
prehend the meaning of! the Porters meflage : but onely ſurmizcd, 
that Blondeflo(by the procurement of ſome body elſe) had done this 
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in ſcorne of him. While he remained thus deeply diſcontented,he 
cſpicd Blondells comming towards him, and meeting him. by: the 
way, he ſtept cloſe to him, and gaue him a cruell blow on the face, 
cauſing his noſe to fall out a bleeding. Alas Sir,ſaid Blandello,yhere- 
fore do you ſtrike me? Signior Phil;ppo, catching himby the hairc 
of the head, trampled his wrought nighr-capin the dirt,& his cloke 
alſo; when, laying many violent blowes on him, he ſaid. Villanous 
Traitor as thou art, Ile teach thee whart it is ts enrubinate with Cla- 
ret, either thy ſelfc, orany of thy cupping companions : Am Ia 
child, to be teſted withall 2 | 

Nor was he more furious in words, thenin ſtrokes alſo, beating 
him abour the face, hardly leauingany haite on his head, and drag- 
ging him along in the mire, ſpoyling all his garments, and henot a- 
ble (from the fiſt blow giuen) ro ſpeakea word in defence of him- 
ſelf. In the end, Signior Phi/{;ppo having extreamly beaten him, 
and many people gathering about rhem, to ſuccour a man fo much 
miſuſed,the matter was at largerclated, and manner ofthe meſſage 
ſending. For which, they all preſent,did greatly reprehend Blondel- 
[o, contidering he knew whartkinde of man Ph/{ippo was, not any 
way to be icſted withall. Blondelſs in teares conſtantly maintained, 
that he neuer ſent any ſuch meſſage for wine, orintended ir in the 
leaſt degree : ſo, when the tempeſt was more mildly calmed, and 
Blondello (thus cruelly beatenand durtied) had gotten home to his 

. owne houſe, he could then remember, that (queſtionles) this vvas 
occaſioned by Guzotto, 

Atter ſome few dayes were paſſed ouer,and the hurts ings face 
indifferently cured ; Blondello beginning to walke abroade againe, 
chanced to meet with Guiottro-who laughing heartily arhim,ſayde. 
Tell me Blondello, how dooſt thou like the cnrubinating Clarret of 
Signior Phill;ppo? As well (quoth Blondelo) as thou didit the Stur- 
gcon and Lampreyesart Meſſer Corſo Donaties. Why rhen (f{ayde 
G10tto let theſe rwo tokens continue familiar berweene thee and 
me, whenthou wouldſt beſtow ſuch another dinner on mee, then 
wil I enrubinate thy noſe with a bortle of the ſame Claret.But Blon- 
dello perceived (to his coſt) that hee had mer with the worſe bar-" 
gaine, and Guzortogotchearc, without any blowes: and therefpre 
delircd a peacefull attonement, cachof them (alwayes after) ab-. 
ſtainingfrom floutingone another. 


Ll 2 = T8 » 


Novell 9. 


— —— —— 


The Nin thDay, 


T w6 yong Gemlemen, the one named Mcliſlo, borne in the City of La- 

1azz0: 4nd the other Gioſefo of Antioche,trauatled etther onto 
Salomon, the famous King of Great Britaine. The one deſiring to 
learne what he (hould do, «KS t# compaſſe and winne the loue of 
men, The other craued to be enſlrutted, by what meanes hee might 
reclaime an headſtrong and vnruly wife. And what anſweres the 
" ſe King gaue vnto them both, before they departed away from 

im, 
The Ninth Nouell. 

Containing an excellent admonition, . that ſuch as couet to haue the 
lout of other men, muſt firſt learne themſelues, how to lone: Alſo,by 
what meanes ſuch women as are curſt and ſelf-willed, may be redu- 
ced tocinill obedience. 


eEPon the concluſion of Madame Lawrerzaes Nouell, none 
= INT . - x Ml 
Ns e now remained to ſucceede next in order, but onely the 


new, wherefore, after they hadall ſmiled atthefolly of Bloyxells, 
with a chearfull countenance thus the Queene beean. 

Honourable Ladies, if with aduiſed judgement, we do duly con- 
« fidertheorder of all things , we ſhall very eaſily perceyue, That the 
whole vniucrſall multiplicitic of Women, by Nature,cuſtome,and 


lawes, are & oughttobe ſubie&t to men, yea, and to be goucrnd by 
their 


EI Queene her ſcife, the priuiledge reſerved, granted to Div- 
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thcir ditcretion. Becauſe enery onedefiring to enivy peacag 
and comfort with themz hernerromr wa duot ras: plant = 
humble, paticntand obedient,ouerand beſide her ſpotlefichoneſty, 
which is the crowne and honaurof.cuery good woman. And al: 
though thoſe lawes,which reſpectthecominon good of all things, 
or rather vic & cuſtome(as our wonred fayingis)the powers wher- 
of are very great,and worthy to be reuercnced ſhould not make vs 
wiſeinthis caſe, Yet Nature hath ginenvs a ſufficient demonſtra- 
tion , in creating our bodies more ſoft and delicate, yea,and our 
hearts runorous,fearetull, benigneand compaſſionable,ourſtrength 
fecble,our voyces plealing,and the motion of our members ſweet- 
ly plyane; all which are apparant teſtimonies,that wee hauencede 
of others goucrnment. 71 

Now,it isnot to be denyed, that whoſocuer hath necd of helpe, 
and is to bee gouerned : meerely reaſon commandeth, that they 
ſhould bce ſubicCt and obedtent to their goucrnour. Who then 
ſhould we haue for our helps and goucrnours,ifnot mens Wher- 
fore,wc {hould be intirely ſubic&ro them,in giuing them due ho- 
nour and reuerence,and ſuch a one as ſhall departtrom thus: rule : 
ihe (in mine opinionJisnot onely worthy of grievous reprehenſ1- 
on, but alſo ſeuere chaſtiſement beſide. And torhis exact conſide- 
ration ( ouer and aboue diuers other important reaſons) Iam 
the rather induced,by the Nouel which Madame Pampizea lo latc- 
ly reported , concerning the froward and wilfull wite of. lars, 
who hada hcauier puniſhment inflicted on her,then her Husband 
could deuiſe to doe. And therefore it is my peremprory lentence, 
that all ſuch women as will not be gracious, benigne and pleahing - 
doe iuſtly deſerue( as Ihaue already faid) rude,roughand harſh 
handling,as both nature,cuſtome and lawes hane commanded. 

To makegood wharlT haue ſaid, [ wildeclare vnto you the coun- 
{cIl & adviſe, giuen by Sa/omon,the wile and famous King of Grear 
Britaine , as amoſt wholeſome and ſoueraigne medicine for the 
cure of fucha dangerous diſcaſe ,' inany woman4o fouly infected. 
Which counſel(notwithſtanding)allfuch women as haue no need 
ot this Phiſicke, I would not haue them to imagine, that it'was 
mcant for them,albeit men hauc a common Prouerbe,to wit. 

As the good horſe and bad hor(e,dee borhneed the ſpurre.” 
So 4 good wife and bad wife,a wand will wake ſtiyre.n!' 

Which ſaying,whoſocuer dothinterpret vin ſuch pleafingeman- 

ner asthey ought,ſhal find it(as you al wil afirmnoleſle)to be'very 


rrue : eſpecially in the morall meaning,itis beydndalt comdadicti 
on. Women are naturally all vnſtable,and eattphclinge miſ- 


goucrnmentywhereforc to corredthe iniquity Sf fuchadiſtempe- 


rature 
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rature in them thar our-ſtep the rearmes and bounds of woman- 
hood.a wand harh beenallowed for eſpeciall phiſicke. As inthe 
like manner, for ſupport of verrue, in thoſe of contrary condition, 
ſhaming to be ſullyed with ſo groſle a ſinne : the correfting Wand 
may ſerueas a walking ſtaffe,to prote& them from all other feares. 
But, forbcaring to teach any longer ; let mee proceed to my pur- 
poſe,and tell you my Nouell. 
Inthoſe ancient and reuerend dayes,wherof I am now to ſpeake, 
the high renowne and admirable wiſedome of Salomon, King of 
Great Brittain,wasmoſt famous throughout all parts of the world, 
for anſwering all doubtfull queſtions and demaunds whatſoeuer, 
that poſſibly could be propounded to him. Sothat manyreſorted 
to him,fromehe moſt remote and furtheſt off countreyes, to heare 
his miraculous knowledge and experience, yea, and to craue his 
counſcll,in marters of greateſt importance. Among the reſt of them 
which repaired thither, was a rich yong Gentleman, honourably 
deſcended named Meliſſo, who came trom the City of Laiazzo, 
where he was both borne,and dwelt. 


In hisridingtowards Frarce,as he paſſed by Naples, hee oucr- 
tooke another yong Gentleman, a natiue of Antioch , 2ndnamed 
Gioſefo, whole iourney lay the ſame way asthe others did. Hauing 
ridden in company ſome few dayestogether,as it isa cuſtome com- 
monly obſcrued among Trauellers, ro vnderſtand one anothers 
Countrey and condition, as alſo to what part his occaſions * 
him : ſo happenedirt with them,Groſefo directly telling him, thathe 
1ournyed towardsthe wiſe King Sa/omon, to defire his aduiſe what 
meanes he ſhould obſerue,in the reclaiming of a wilfull wife, the 
moſt froward and ſelfe-willed woman that cucrliued ; whom nei- 
ther faire perſivzſions, nor gentle courtefics could in any manner 


preuaile withall. Afterward hedemaunded of Melifſo,to know the 
occaſion of his trauell,and whither. 


Now truſt me Sir,anſwered Mel:iſſo,I am a native of Laiazzo,and 
as you are vexed with one great miſ-fortune,cuen ſo am I offended 


with another, I am young, wealthy,well derived by birth, and al- 
tow liberall expences,for maintaining a worthy table in my houſe, 
without diſtinguiſhing perſons by their rancke and quality, bur 
makeit free for all commers,borh ofthe ciry,& all places cls. Not- 
withſtanding all which bounty and houourable entertaincment, I 
cannot meer with any man that loucth me. In which reſpec, 1 
tourney to the fame place as you doe, to craue the counſel of fo 
wiſe a King what I ſhould doe, whereby I might procure mento 
loue me. Thus like two well-met friendly companions, they rode 
ontogether,vnrillthey arriued in Great EN STANCE 
© 
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ofthe Noble Barons attending onthe King, they were brought be... 

fore him. Melfodalmered his por gc tew words, where 

the King made no otheranfwere.burthis : Learne to loue. Which 
was no ſooner ſpoken, but Melsfſs was diſmiſſed from the Kings 


preſence. 
Gisefo allo rcJating,whercfore he came rhicher ; the King reply- 
ed onely thus : Goe tothe Gooſe Bridge:and preſently Gioſefs had 
alſo his diſmifhon fromthe King. Comming tonth, he found AMe- 
4 ws for ER revealed in what manner the King had 
wered him: whereupon, they conſulredrogerher, concerning 
both their an{weres, which Genin either to exceed their compre- 
henſion,or elſe was deliuered themin meere m , andthere- 
fore (more thenhalfe diſcontented) they returned homeward a- 
o4ine. 
* Afer they had ridden ona few dayes together , they came toa 
Riucr,ouer which was a goodly Bridze, and becauſe a great com- 
pany of Horles and Mules(heauily laden, and after the manner ota 
Carauan of Camels in Egypt) were firſt to paſſe ouer the ſaide 
Bridge ; they gladly ſtayedro permit their paſſe. The greater num- 
berofthem being already paſt oner, there was ane (hie and $kitriſh 
Mule(belike ſubiect to fearefull ſtarting, as oftentimes we ſee hor- 
ſes haue the like ill qualiry)that would nor paſſe ouerthe Bridge by 
any meancs, wherefore one of the Muletters tooke a good 
Cudgecll,and {mote her at che firſt gently, as hoping fo ro procure 
her paſſage. Notwithſtanding, ſtarting one while backeward, then 
againe forward,{1de-wayes, and eucry way indeed, but the direct 
Road way ſhe would notgoe. ; | 
Nov grew the Muletter extreamely angry, 'giuing her many 
cruel] ſtroakes,on the head, ſides, flancks andall parts elſe,bur yer 
they proued to no purpoſe, which Afe/zſſo and Groſefo ſeeing, and 
being (by this meanes )hindred of their paſſage, they called ro the 
Mulcner,faying. Fooliſh fellow what doeſt = : Intendeſt thou 
to kill the Mule © why doſtthounot leadeher gently, which isthe 
likelier courſeto preuaile by,then beatingand miſuſing her asthou 
doſt? Content your ſclues Gentlemen(anſwered the Muletrer)you 
know your horſes qualities, as Idoe my Mules, let mcedeale with 
herasI pleaſe. Haying thus ſpoken, he gaue herſo many violent 


ſtrokes,on head,ſides,hi cuery where cl{e, as made her at . 
Ty ous the Bridge quietly , ſorthar the Muletrer woane the 
ery of his Mule. 


— When Meliſſoand G:oſefs bad paſt over the Bridge, where they 
Intended to parteach from arher ; a ſudden motion happenedinto 
theminde of Melifb which cauled him to demaund of _— _ 
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(who fate crauing almes of Pafſengersat the Bridge toot) hoy the 
Bridge was « Sir, anſwered the old man, this is calied , The 
Gooſe Bridge. Which words when G#oſefo heard, hee c:lled © 
minde the ſaying of King Sa/omon.and theretore immediatcly foide 
to Meliſſo, Worthy triend,and partnerin my trauell, I darenoyy 
aſſure you,thatthe counſell giuen me by King Salomon, may fall 
out moſt effecall and true : ForT plainely perceme, that I knew 
not how to handle my ſelte-willd-wife, vntillthe Mulctterdid in- 
ſtru& me. So,requeſting ſtill ro enioy tlie others Company, they 
iourneycd on:tillatthe length they came to Laiazzo,where Gioſefo 
retained Mel:ſſo ſtill with lum, tor ſome repoſe aftcr ſo long a jour- 
_— entertained him withvery honourable reſpe&t and cour- 
rcſ1e. p 

One day Gioſefoſaid to his Wile : Woman, this Gentleman is 
my intimate fricnd,and hath borne me company inallmy trauel!: 
ſuchdyert therfore as thou wilt welcome him withall,] would have 
ir ordered(in drefing)according to his diretion. AMelifſs percci- 
uing that Groſefo would necds haucit to befo, infew words dire- 
Sed her {uch acourſc,as(for eucr) might beto hcr Hugbands con- 
tentment. Bur ſhenor altringa tore from her former diſpoſition, 
bur rather farre more froward and tempeſtuous : delighted to vexe 
andcroſle him,doing cuerything quite contrary to the order ap- 
pointed. Which Groſefo obſeruing ,angerly.he ſaid vnto her. Was 
it not tolde you by my friend, in what manner he would haue our 
Supper dreſt 2 She turning fiercely to him,replycd. Am Ito be di- 
rected by him or thee © Supper muſt and ſhall bee dreſt as I will 
haue it : if it pleaſeth mce, I care not who doth diſlike it ; if thou 
wouldft haue itorherwite,goeſecke both your Suppers where you 
may haue 1t. | 

Mcliſſe maruelling at her froward anſwere, rcbuked her for itin 
very kind manner : whereupon, Gzoſefo ſpake thus to her. I per- 
ceiue wite,youarethe ſame womanas you were wountrobe: bur 
belecue me on my word,] ſhal quite alter you from this curſt com- 
plexion. So rurning to Melkifſo,thus he proceeded. Noble friend, 
we ſhall tryanone,whether the counſell of King Salomon bee effe- 
uall,or no; and I pray you,ler it nor be offenſſtueto you to ſee ir; 
bur rather holdall robe done in merriment. And becauſeI would 
not be hindered by you,doe but rememberthe anſwere which the 
Mulerter gaue vs,when we tooke compaſſion on his Mule. Wor- 
thy non roi Meliſſo,l am inyour owne houſe, where T pur- 
enot to impeach wharſocuer you doe. 
 (Gioſefo, 9%, Shh0 pI a good Holly-wand , went intothe 
Chamber,where his wifc fate railing, and deſpitefully gruinbling, 
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where taking her by the haire of her head,hethrew herat his feete, 
beating her entreamely withthe warid. ' She crying, then cuffing, 
next railing,laſtly fighting, biting and ſcratehing, when ſhe tel the 
cruell ſmart of the blowes , In, 7 all her refiſtance ferued rono 
end : thenhe tell on her knees before him}, anddefired metcyfor 
chariries ſake. Gzoſefo fought ſtill more and more on head, armes, 
ſhoulders, {ides,and all parts elſe, pretending as if he heard not her 
complaints,but wearied himſelte wel neere our of breath : ſo that , 
(to be briefe)ſhe thar never telr his fi ngers before, perceiuedand 
confeſted,ir was now too loone. This being done, hee returned to 
Meliſſo and ſaid : To morrow we ſhall ſeea miracle, and how a- 
uaileable the councell is of going to the Gooſe Bridge. So fitting a 
while together, after they had waſhed their hands; 'and {upr, they 
withdrew to their{odeings. 

The poore beaten woman,could hardly raiſe herſelte from the 
ground, which yet (with much adocyſhe did, and threw her {clte 
vpon the bed, where ſhe tooke ſuch reſt as ſhe could : bur ariling 
early thenexrt morning,ſhe came to her Husband,and makinghim 
a very low courteſte,demaunded what hee plcafed ro haue for his 
dinner;he ſmiling heartely thereat, with Melrſo,tolde her his min 
And when dinner time came, cuery thing was ready according to 
the direction giuen : in which regard, they highly commended the 
counſell, whereofthey made ſack an harſh conſtruction at the firſt, 

Within a while after, Mel;ſſo being gone from Giofefo,and retur- 
ned home to his owne houſe : hee acquainted a wiſe and reuerend 
man,with the anſwere which king Satomongaue him, wherero hee 
he receiued this reply. No bertrer or trueraduiſe could poſſibly be 
uM you,for well you know,thar you loue not any man , but the 

ountiful banquets you beſtow on them, is more in reſpect of your 
owne vaine - glory, then any kind affetionyou beare to them : 
Learne then to loue men, as Salomon aduiſed, and you ſhall be be- 
loued ofthem againe. Thus our varuly Wife became mildely re- 
claimed,and the yong Gentleman , by louing others, foundrhe 

fruits of reciporall aftcRion. Hap 
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Iohnde Barolo, at the inſtance and requeſt of his Goſsip Pictro da 
Treſanti , made a enchantment, to 874 hu wife become a Mule. 
Ana when it came tothe faſtening on of the taile ; Goſsip Pietro 
by ſaying ſhe ſhould haue no taile at all, ſpoyled the whole enchant- 


ment, 


The Tenth Nouell. 


In iuſt reproofe of ſuch fooliſh men, as will be gonerned by ouer-light 
beleefe. 
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BLZX His Noucll reported by the Qucene, c cauſed alittle mur- 
: 15 2 muringamongthe Ladics, albeit the men larghed hear- 
4 SH ecly thereat : bur aftcrthey were all growne ſilent, Dio- 
nes beganinthis manner. Gracious Beauties, among mny white 
Doues,one blacke Crow will ſeeme more fiohly. then the very 
whiteſt Swanne can doe. In like manner, among a multitude of 
wiſe men, ſometimes one of much letle wifedome and diſcretion, 
ſhall nor onely increaſe the ſplendour and Maicſtie of their matu- 
rity,but alſo giue an addition of delight and ſolace. 
Inwhich regard, you all being modeſt and diſcreet Ladies, and 
my ſelfe more much defectiue in braine, thenotherwiſe able: in 
making 


us 
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mee; by how much I ſeemethe more cloudy arid obſeure. And 
conſequemly,T onght ro hauethe larger ſcope of liberty,by plaine- 
ly exprefling what am, andbe the more patiently endured by 
you all, in ſaying what abfurdly I ſhall;then I ſhould be if my fpece- 
'ches ſauoured ot abſolute wiſdome.1I will therforetell you a Tale, 
which ſhall nor be ofany grearlength,whereby you may compre- 
hend , how carefully ſuch things ſhould be obſerued, which are 
commanded by them) as can effe&t marters by the power of en- 
chantment, and how little delayancealſo oughtrobein ſuch, as 
would not haueanenchantmentto be hindered. 

About a yeare already paſt ſince, there dweltar Bar/etta, an ho- 
neſt man,called John de Barolo,who becauſe he was of poore condi- 
tion, for maintenance 1n his contented eſtate,prouided himſelfe of 
a Mule;to carry commodities from place to placc,where Faircs and 
Markets were in requeſt , but moſt eſpecially to Apugl/a, buying 
and ſelling inthe nature ofa petty Chapman. Trauclling thus tho- 
row the Countreyes,he grew into great and familiaracquainrtance, 
with one who named himſelfe Pretro da Treſanti , following the 
ſame Trade of life as he did, carrying his commoditicsvpon an 
Aſſe. Inſigne ofamitie,according tothe Countreyes cuſtome, he 
ncuertearmed him otherwiſe, then by the name of Goſſip Pietro 
and alwayes when he came tv Barletrahe brought him to his own 
houſe,taking it as his Inne,entreating him very friendly, and inthe 
beſt manner he could dcuiſe to doe. On the other ſide, Goſſip Pie- 
770 being very poore,hauing but one ſimple habitation in the vil- 
Lage of Treſantz,hardly ſufficient for him , and an handſome young 
woman which he had to his wife,asalſo his Aſſe : euermore when 
Tohn de Barolo came to Treſanti, he would bring him to his poore 
abiding, withall his vttermoſt abilitic of entertainement , in due 
acknowledgement ofthe courteſie he afforded ro him ar Barlerra, 
But when he cameto rake repoſe in the night ſeaſon, Goſſip Pierre 
could notlodge himas gladly he would : becauſehe had but one 
ſilly bed, ywhercin himſelfe and his wife lay ;ſo that John de Barolp 


was faigneto lieon alittle ſtraw, ina ſinall ſtable, cloſe adioyning 


 byhis owne Muleandthe Aſle, | 


The woman vnderftanding, what goodand honeſt welcome, 
Goflip vbnafforded her hushand, when hecame to Barletta, was 
often very willjnz'to goc lodge with an honelt neighbour of hers, 
called'Cirapreſa & Giadice Leo,becauſethe two Gollips mightboth 
lie toperherin one bed ; wherewith diversrimes ſheacquainted her 
Husband,but by no meancs he would admitit. 
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Ar onc time among the reſt,as ſhe was-making the ſame moti- 
on againe to her Husband,thar his friend might be lodged in ber- 
ter manncr : Goſhp John thus ſpake to her. Good Zita Carapreſa, 
neucr moleſt your ſelfe for me, becauſeI lodge to mine owne con- 
et Brea ſo much the rather,in regard that whenſoeuer I liſt : 
I can conuert my Mule into a faire young woman, togiue mee 
much delightin the night-ſcaſon, and afterward make hes a Mule 
againe: thus am I neuer without her company. 

The young woman wondring at theſe words, and beleeuing he 
did not fable in them : ſhe rold them to her Husband, with this ad- 
dition bcſide,Pretro (quorh ſhe)if he be ſuch a deare friend to thee, 
as thou haſt often auouched tone ; wiſh him to inſtruct thee in ſo 
rare a cunning,that thou maiſt make a Mule of me; then ſhalethou 
haue bothan Aſlc and a Mulc to traucll withall abourthy buſineſle, 
whereby thy benefit will be double: and when we returne hometo 
our houſe, then thou maiſt make mee thy wife againe, inthe ſame 
conditionasI was before. Goſlip Pietro, who was ( indeed) but 
a very Coxccombe belceuedalſothe words to be true, yeelding 
therefore the more gladly to her aduiſe ;and mouing the matter to 
his Goſlip 1oþn,totcach him ſuch a wonderfull ſecret, which would 
redound ſo greatly to his benefit : but 704z beganto diſſwade him 
from it,as hauing ſpokenit in merriment, yer perceiuing, that no 
contradiction would ſcrue to preuaile,thus he began, 

Sceing you will needs haue it ſo, letvs riſe ro morrow morning 
before day,as inour trauell we vic to doe,and then T will ſhew you 
how it isto be done : onely I muſt and doe confeſle, that the moſt 
difficult thing of all the reſt, 1s, to faſten on the taile, as thou ſhalt 
lce. 

Coflip 7ictro and his wife , could hardly take any reſt allthe 
night long,ſo deſirous they were to hauethe deed done ;z and there- 
forc when it drew towards day, vp they aroſe, andcalling Goſhp 
Thn,he came preſently tothem in as ſhirr,8& being in the Cham- 
ber with themyhe ſaid.l know not any man inthe world, to whom 
I would diſcloſe this ſecret, but to you, and therefore becauſe you 
ſo earneſtly dcfirc it, I am the more willing to doe it. Onely you 
muſt conſent,to doe whatſocuer I ſay, if youare deſirous to have it 
done, Faithfully they promiſed to performe all, whereupon ox 
deliucring alightcd Candleto Goſlip P:erro, to hold inhis hand, 
ſaid. Marke well what I doe,and remember all the words Lay: but 
but be very carefull,thar wharſocuer thou heareſt or ſeeſt, thou doe 
not ſpeake one word, for then the cnchantmenc will be viterly 0- 
ucrthrowne,oncly wiſh that the raile may be well ſer 0n, forthere- 
in confiſteth all the cunning. 

Goſſip 
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Goſlip Pietro holding the Candle, and the woman being prepa- 
redas 70hn had appoinged her, ſhe bowed her {elfe forardes with 
her hands ſet to the groung, euen a$ifthe ſtood vpon fourg feere. 
Firſt with his hands he touched her head and face, ſaying, Heereis 
che goodly head of a Mule: then handling her diſheucld hate, ter- 
med them the goodly mane of a Mule. Afterwardes, touching the 
body, armes, legs, and feete,ganerhem all theapt names(for thoſe 
parts) belonging to a Mule, nothing elſeremaining, butonely the 
forming of the raile, which when Pers perceined, how John was 
preparing to faſten it on (hauing no way miſliked all his former 
procceding:) he called to him,ſaying; Forbeare Goſlippe /obn, my 
Mule ſhal haue no taile at all, I am-contented to haue her without a 
raile. How now Goſlip Pietro 7 anſwered lohn, What haſt thou 
done ? Thou haſt mardall by this vnaduiſed ſpeaking, cucn when 
the worke wasalmoſt fully hniſhed. Iris no matter Goſhp(anſwe- 
red Pietro) I canlike my Mule better without araile, then to ſee ir 
ſcron in ſuch manner, 

The fond yong woman, more couctouſly addicted to gayne- and 
commodity, then looking into the knauiſh intention of her Goſhp 
John, began to grow greatly offended. Baſt as thou art(quoth ſhe 
to her Husband) why haſt rheu onerthrowne boththine own good 
Fortuacand mine ? Diddeſt thou cuer {cea Mule withouta taile ? 
Wouldſtthou hauc had him made me a monſter.? Thou art wret- 
chedly poorc, and when we might haue bineariched for cucr, by a 
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ſecret knowne to none butour iclues,thou artrhe Aſſe that haſt de- 


featcdall, and made thy friend to become thine enemy. Gollippe 
John began to pacifie the woman, with ſolemne proteſtarions of his 
ſtill continuing friend{hip,albcir (afterwards) there was no further 
deſiringofany more Mule-making : but Gollip P:erro felto his for- 
mer Trading onely with his Aſſe,as he was no lefle himſelfe',, and 
hee went no more with Goſlip 70hn to the Faires in Apng/ia, ney+ 
ther did he cuer requeſt, to hauethe like peece of {eruice done for 


bim, 
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SYXG8 Lthough there was much laughing it this Noucll, the La- 

FAYE dics vnderſtanding it better, thery Dionews intended that 
they ſhould haue done, yer himſelfe ſcarſely fmiled: Byr 
ing all ended, and the Sunne beginning to looſe his 
heate; the Queene alſo knowing, that the full period of her gouerh- 
ment was come : diſpoſleſſing herſelfe of rhe Crowne, thee placed 
it onthe head of Pamphilus, who was the laſt of all ro be honoured 
with'this dignity ; wherefore (with a gractous fmile) thus ſhe ſpake 
to him. 

Sir, it is no meane charge which you areto vndergo, in making 
amends (perhaps) for all the faults committed by my ſelfe and the 
reſt, who hauc gone before you in theſameauthoriuy ;and, may it 
proue as proſperous vnto you , asI was willing to create you our 
King. Pamphils hauing received the Honor with'a cheartull mind, 
thus anſwered. Madam, your ſacred vertues,and thoſe (btfide)re- 
maining in my other Subictts, will (no doubt) worke ſo effeally 
for me, that (as thereſt have done) T ſhall deſerve your penerall 
good opinion. And hauing giuenorder to the Maſter of the Hou- 
ſthold (as all his predeceſſors had formerly done, for cuery necefſa- 
ry occaſion; he turned to the Ladies, who expected his gracious fa- 
uour,and ſaid. > - TT SS FT Tn 

Bright Beanries, it wasthe diſcretion of your late! Soueraionie & 
Queene, in regard of caſc and rectcation vnto your tyred ſpirits, ro 

rant you free liberty , for difcourſing on wharſocuer your ſelucs 
pleaſcd : wherefore, hauing enioycd{ucharime ot reſt,l am of 
opinion, that it is beſt to returne once more to ous wonted Law, in 
which reſpe&, I would have every one to ſpeake in this mannerto 
morrow. Namely, of thoſe men or women, who hanc doneany 
ehing bountifully or magnificently, either in'imatrer of amity, or 0- 
therwiſe. The relation of ſuch worthy arguinents,will(doubtleſle) 
give an addition to our very beſt deſires, fot'a free and forward in- 
clination to pcod aRions,whereby our liues (how ſhort ſocuer they 
bee) may perpetuate an euer-liuingrenowne and fame, afrcr our 
mortall 84:44 arc conuerted into duſt, which (otherwiſe} are no 
better then thoſe of bruite beaſts, reaſon onely diſtinguiſhing this 
difference, thatas they liuc to periſh vrterly, ſo we reſpireto reigne 
In eternity. 

The Theame was exceedingly pleaſingtothe whole Company ; 
who bcing all riſen, by permiſſion ofthe new King, cucry one fel to 
their wontcd recreations, as beſt agreed with their owne diſpolit- 
on; vntillthe houre for Supper came, whercin they were lerued 
very ſumptuouſly. But being riſen from the Table,they began their 


dances, 


| 
; 
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dances, among which, many Feet Sonnets were entetlaced, with 
ſuch delicate Tunes as moued admiration. Then the King comman- 
ded Madam Aeiphila, to ſing aſonginhisname, or how hct {elte 


{to0d beſt affected. And immediatly with a cleare and rare voice, 
thus ſhe began. WE 


THE SONG. 
The Chorus ſung by allthe Companic. 


bh the Spring ſeafon, 
Maidcs baue teſt reaſon, 
Todanceantd ſing; 
With Chaplets of Flowers, 
Todecke wp their Bowers, 


And all in honour of the Spring. 


nO0g Heard a Njmph thus ful alone, 
wt By a Fountaines ſide 
om Much her hard Fortune to bemone, 
+ +, For ſtill ſbecride: 
Ah | Who will pitty her diſtreſſe, 
That findes po foe like ficklenefſe ? 
For truth liues n0t in men : 
Poore ſoule, why line T then? 
In the Spring ſeaſon, &c. 


Oh, How can mighty Loue permit, 
Sacha faithleſſe deed, 
And not ininſtice puniſhit 
As treaſons meed ? 
1am vndone through periury, 
Although T loued conſtantly : 
But truth liues not in men, 
Poore ſoule,why liue I then ? 


In the Spring ſeaſon,C*c. 


when 1 did follow Dyans train, 
As 4 loyall Maid, 
I neuer felt oppreſsing paine, 
Nor was diſmaide. Me: 
| Fr 


But when I liftened Loues alluring, HOT 
dupe WEE. 


For truth lznes not in men : 
Pore ſoule, why line I then? 


In the Spring ſeaſon, &c. 


Adiew to all my former ioyes, 
Whenl lined at eaſe, 
And welcome now thoſe (ad annoies 
which do moſt diſpleaſe. 
And let none pitty ther 7 4 
- That fell not but by fickleneſſe. 
For truth liues not in men, 
Ale) why live 1 then ? 


1 the Spring foſens | 

Maides haue be "_ , | 
To dance and ſing | 
With Chaplets of Flowers, ITE 
Todecke wp their Bowers, - 


| 
And all in honour ofthe Spring. | 
| 


This Song, moſt ſweetly ſung by Madame Neiphile, was —_ 
RT both by the King, &all the reſt of the Ladies. Whi 
being fully finiſhed, the King gaue order, that eueric one ſhould re- 
paire to their Chambers , becauſe a great parrefthe night was al 
ready ſpent. 


Theend of the N{inth Day. 


THE 
TFenthandlaſt Day. 


Whereon, vnder the Gouernment of Pamphilur, 
the ſeuerall «Arguments doconcerne ſuch per- 
ſons, as either by way of Liberality,or in Mag- 
nificent manner, performed any worthy aftion, 
for loue, fauonr, friendſhip,or any ather honou- 
rabl: occaſion. | 


The Indudtion. 


Lready began certaine ſmall 
Clouds in the Weſt, to bluſh 
with a Vermillion tincture, 
when thoſe in the Ealt(hauing 
reached to theirfull heighth) 
looked like bright burniſhed 
Gold, by ſplendour of the Sun 


beames drawing neere vnto 


cerning the propoſed impoſition. . 
Nn Al- 


The Induttion. 


After they had walked an indifferent ſpace of time, 
and found the rayes of theSunne to be ouer-piercing 
for them : they returned backe againe to the Pallace, 
as fearing to have their blood immoderately heated. 
Thenrinſing ther Glaſſes 1n the coole cleare run- 
ning current, each tooke their mornings draught, 8: 
then walked into the milde ſhades about che Garden, 
vntill chey ſhould bee ſummoned to dinner. Which 
was no ſooner ouer-paſt, and ſuch as ſlept, returned 
waking: they mette together againe in their wonted 
place, according as the King had appointed, where 
he gaue command vnto Madame Nezphila, that thee 
{hould(for that day) begin the firſt Nonell, which ſhe 
humbly accepting, thus began. 


— — 
_— 
_— 
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A Florentine knight ,named Signior Rogiero deFi jouannibereom: 
4 ſeruant to Alphonſo, King of "hers abu (im bs ewne apinion) 
ſeemca but ſlerghtly to reſpect and reward bim. tn regard whereas 
by 4 notable experiment , the King gaue him 4 maxifeft reflivia- 
ny that it was not through any defeth in him, but onehy accaſioned by 
the : nights ill fortune z, moſt bountifully recompencing him after. 
ward. | 
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The Fuſt Nouell. 


wherm may enidently be diſcerned,that Seruants to Princes and greae 
Lords,are many times. recompenced, rather by their good fortune, 
then in vny regard of their dutifull ſeraices. 


; gument , as Bounty and Magnificence is, 
{ is the beauty,or ornament and brightglory 


d a) | ofal heauen;ſo is bounty and magnificence 
— MY an | the Crowne of all verrues. I ſhall thenre- 
countto youa ſhort Nouell,ſofficiently pleaſing, in minc owne 0- 


Nn 3 pinion, 
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pinion,and I hope ({o muchI dare rely on your iudgements) both 
profitable, and worthy to be remembred. | 
Youarcto know then,that among other valiant Knights, which 
of long haus liued in our City,one of them, and (perhappes) of as 
great merit asany, was one, named Signior Rogiero d Frgionannt . 
He bcing rich,of great courage, and perceiuing, that (in duc conſi- 
dnatanhe quality belonging to litezand the cuſtomes obſcrued 
among our Tuſcenes, were not anſwerable to his expeRation, nor 
| agreed with the diſpoſition of his valour ; determined to leaue his 
natine Countrey,and belong in ſeruice (for ſometime) to A4/foxſo, 
King of Spaine, whoſe fame was generally noiſcd in alh places, tor 
excelling all other Princes in thoſe times, for reſpeR of mens well 
deſeruings,and bountitull requitallof their paines, Being prouided 
in honorable order,both of Horſes, Armes,& a competent train, he 
trauclled to Spazne,where he was worthily entertained. 
Signior Rogiero continuingthere,liuing in honorable maner,and | 
erforming many admirable a&tions of arms;in ſhort time he made 
Fimſelfe ſufhiciently knowne, for a very valiant and famous man. 
And hauing remained there an indifferent long while,obſcruing di- 
ers b-hauionrs in the king: he ſaw,how he enclined himſclte tirit ro 
one man,then to another, beſtowing on one a Caſtle, a Towne on 
another,and Baronnics on diuers,ſom-whar indiſcreetly, as giuing 
away bountifully to men of no merit. And reſtraining all his tauors 
from him, as ſeeming cloſe fiſted, and parting withnothing:hetook 
it asa diminiſhing of his former reputation, anda great cmpayring 
of his tame, whereforc he reſolued on his departure thence,& made 
his ſuit to the king that he might obraingic. The king did grant it,bc= 
ſtowing on him one of the very beſt Mules , and the goodlicſt char 
cuer was backt,a gift moſt highly pleaſing ro Rogzero, in rogarde of 
thelong iourny he intended to ride, Which being deliuerd, the king 
gaue charge to oneof his Gentlemen, to compatle ſuch conuenient 
meanes, as to ridethorow the country, and in the company of Sig- 
nior Rogzero, yet inſuch manner,as he ſhould nor perceive, that the 
King had purpoſcly ſent him ſo ro do. ReſpeRiucly he ſhould ob- 
ſcruc whatſocuer he ſaid concerning the king, his oeſl ure,[miles.and 
other agua, Hp anſwers accordIngly, and on the nexte 
morning to commaud his returne backe with him ro the King. 
Nor was the Gentleman ſlacke in this command, bur noting Rogs- 
eroes departing forth of the ciry,he mounted on horſeback likewile, 
aud immediatly after came into his company, making him belceuc, 
thar he iournicd towards 7zaly. Rogzero rode on the Mule which the 
king had giucn him, with diucrſity of ſpeeches paſſing between the. 
Abour thxec of the clacke in the afternoone,the Gentleman ſaid. Ir 


wcre 


—— Gra 


1 .T41l ; 
were not amiſle Sir, (haningſacfir: b itic) to Stable vr 
horſcsfor a-while, tillchehcate be-ar litelemoreouerpaſt. $0:ta- 
King an Inne, and the hoxfes beingintheſtable;' they all ſtaldd cx- 
ccptthe Mute, | 1010 $113:2nhtim 375 \ 

_ Bring mountedagaine ;:arid riding on further, :the Gentleman 
duely obſcrued whatſgeuctRagreroipake,dand comming tothe pal- 
fage ofafingll Riuer or Brooke r:'the reſtof the!beaſts dranke,and 
no: the Male,but ftaled in the Riuer:which Signior Rogrero ſeeing, 
cl:pping his hands ojizhe Miles mane; hee ſaid. Whata wicked 
beaſt art thpu? thou arsiuſt like thy Miſter that gaue theeto mee, | 
The Gentleman committed the wondsto memory,as he did many 
other paſſing from Rogzero,riding along the reſt ot the day, yer none 
| in diſparagement ofthe King,burttather highly in his commenda- 
tion, And 2cing the next morning mounted on horſeback, ſeeming 
roholdon ſtillthe way, for. T#ſcaxe :. the Gentleman fulfilled the 
| Kings command, cauſing Signior Regieroto turne back againe with 
him, which willingly he y2elded ro doe. ; 
| Whenthey were come tothe Court, andthe King madeac- -- 
quainted with the words, which 5 0zzero {pake to his Mule; he was 
call::d into the preſence, ,where the King ſhewed him a gracious 
countenance,&:demanded of himywhyhe had compared him to his 
Mule 2 Signior Rogzera mothingdaunted, but with abold and con- 
ſtant ſpirit,thus anſwered,. Sir,{ mad: thecompariſon;becauſt, like 
as yougiue,where there is no conueniency , and beſtow nothing 
where reaſon requireth : euen ſo,the Mule would not ſtale where 
ſhe ſhould haue done, but where was watertoo much before, there 
ſhedid it. Belecue me Signior Rozzero, replyed the King, if I haue 
not giuen you ſuch gifts, as (perhaps)I haue done to diuers other, 
farre inferiour to you in honour and merit; this happened notrho- 
rough any ignorance in me,2snot knowing you to bea moſt vali- 
ant Knight, and well-worthy of ſpeciall reſpe& : but rather through 
your owne ill fortune, which wouldnot ſuffer me ro doe it, where- 
of (he is guilty,and not I,as the rruththereot ſhall make ir ſelfe ap- 
pour royou. Sir,anſwered Rogiero, Icomplainenor, becauſe I 
aue received no gift from you, 2s deſiring thereby couerouſly ro 
+ become thericher : butin regard you haue not as yet any way ac- 
knowledged,whatvertue is remaining inme. Neuerthelefle, I al- 
low your excuſe for good and reaſonable,and am heartely conten- 
ted,ro behold whatſoeuer you pleaſe; although I doe confidently 


 gouerned by Pampbilus. 


, pp OS — 
Ce —__—— ' 


credit you, without any other teſtimony. | 
The King conducted himthen into the great Hall, whereas hee 
had before giuen order)ſtood two great Chelſts,faſtlockt, & in the 
preſence 
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preſence of all his Lords, the King thus ſpake. Signior Rog:ero, it 
out of theſe Cheſts is mine imperiall Crowne, the Scepter Royall, 
the Mound,8& many more of my richeſt pirdles, rings,plate,& lew- 
els,cuen the very beſt thatare mine: the other is earth onely, 
Chuſe one of theſe rwo,and which thou makeſt eleion of ; vpon 
my Royall word thou ſhale enioy it. Hereby ſhalt thou cuidently 
percciue,who hath bin i tothe deſerui 


ngs,citherI,or thine 
owne bad fortune. Regiero _ it was the kings pleaſureto hane 


it ſo; choſe one of them,which the King cauſed preſently to be o- 
pened,it on” Ing to be the ſame that was full of carth , whercat 
the King {myling,laid thus vnto him. 

You ſce Signior Rogiers,that what I ſaid concerning your ill for- 
rune,is very true : bur queſtionleſſe, your valour is of ſuch deſert, 
as I ought to oppoſe my ſelfc againſt all her maleuolence. And be- 
cauſe I know right, that you are not mindedro become a Spaniard, 
L will give you neither Caſtle nor dwelling place : but I will be- 


ſtowrheCheſt on youlin meer Co of your malicious fortune) 
which ſheſo vniuſtly rooke away you. Carry it home with 
youinto your Countrey,that there it may make an apparant teſti- 
money,inthe (ight ofall your welk-willers, both of your owne ver- 
tuous deſeruings,and my bounty. Rogiero humbly recei- 

ingthe Cheſt and thanking his Maieſticfor ſo liberall a gift, retur. 
ned home ioyfully therewith, into his nariue Countrey of T»ſca- 
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Ghinotto di Taccozzeoke the Lord Abbot of Clugni as his priſoroxs, 


and cured him of a grieuons diſeaſe, which be had in hi ſtomacke. 
and afterward ſet him at liberty. The ſame Lord Abbot, when hee 
returned from the Court of Reme,reconciled Ghinotto 16 Pove Bo- 


niface ; who made him a Knight, and Lord Prior of a goodly Hoſb+- 
tall. | 


oonerned by Pamphilus. : 


The ſecond Noue!!. 
wherein & declared that good men doc ſometimes fall into bad conditi- 
ons,onely occaſtoned thereto by neceſsity : And what meanes are to 


bewſead,for their reducing to goodneſſe againe, 
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WzY Hemagnificence and Royall bounty,which King A!phon- 
*2/ [o beſtowed onthe Florentine knight, paſſed throughthe 
SS=h whole aſſembly withno mean applauſe, & theKing (who 
gauc 1tthe greateſt praiſe of al)commanded Madame F/;za,to takeo 
the ſecondturne inorder ; wherenupon,thus ſhebegan. 

Faire Ladies, if aki ſhewed himfelfe magnificently minded, 
and expreſſed his liberall bounty to ſuch a man, as had done him 
200d and honourable ſeruices : it can be rermed no morethen a 
vertuousdeed well done,and becomminga King But what wlll we 
fay,when we heare thata Prelate of the Church, ſhewed himſelfe 
wondroufly magnificent,and to ſuch a one as was his enemy : can 

any 
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any malicious tongue ſpeake ill of him £ Vadoubredly, no other 
an{were is to be made,butthe ation ofthe King was mcerely ver- 
ruc,and that ofthe Prelate, no lefſe then a miracle: for howcaa ir 
be otherwiſe, whenthey are more greedily couerous then women, 
and deadly enemics to all liberality *; And although cuery man 
(naturally ) defireth reuenge far injuries and abuſes done vnto 
him : yet men of the Church, in regard that day]y they prea- 
chedpatience,and commaund ( aboue all things elſe ) remifſion of 
{inncs : it would appeare a migmty.þlemiſh inthem,to be more fro- 
ward and furious then other men. ButT amto ſpeake ofa reue- 
rend Prelate of the Church, as alſo concerning his munificent 
bounty,to one that was his enemy,and yet became his reconciled 
friend,as you ſhall percciueby my Nouell. 

Ghinotto dt Tacco, tor his infolent and ſtout robberies, became a 
man very farre famed, who being baniſhed from Sena, and an c- 
nemy to the Countes Diſanta Fiore: preuailed fo by his bold and 
head(trong per{waſtons,that the Towne of Raziconfant rebelled a- 
oainſt the Church of Rome,whercin he remaining ; all paſſ=ngers 
whatſocuer,tranelling any way thereabout, were robdeand rifled 
by his theeuing Companions. Attherime whereof now I ſpeake, 
Boniface the cight,gouerned as Pope at Rome,and the Lord Abbor 
of Ctu2ni(accounted tobe one ofthe richeſt Prelates in the world) 
came to Rome,and there cither by ſome ſurfeit,exceſlc of feeding, 
or otherwiſe, his ſtomacke being grieuoufly oftended and painea ; 
the Phiſttians aduifed him,to trauecll rothe Bathes at Sienna, vhere 
he ſhould receiue immediate cure. In which reſpect, his depar- 
ture being licenced by the Pope,to {ct onward thither, with great 
and pompous Cariages,ot Horſes, Mulcs,anda goodly traine,with- 
out hearing any rumour of thethceuiſh Cogſorrs, 

Ghinotto di Tacco,being aduertiſed of his comming, ſpred about 
his ſcouts and netres,and without miſting ſo much as one Page,ſhur 
vpthe Abbort,with all lis traine and baggage, ina place of narrow 
reſtrainr,out of which he could by no mceanes eſcape. When this 
was done, he ſent one of his moſt ſufficient attendants, ( well as- 
companycd ) to the Lord Abbot, who ſaid ro him in his Maſters 

,name,that if his Lordſhip were ſo pleaſed, hee might come and vi- 
ſite Ghinorto at his Caſtle. Which the Abbor bearing, anſwered 
chollerickly,that he would not come thither, ' becauſe hee had no- 
thing to ſay ro Gh1n0tro: but meant to praceed on in his iourny, and 
would faine ſce,who durſt preſume to hinder his paſſe. To which 
rough words, the meſſenger thus mildely anſwered. My Lord 
(quoth he)you are arriucd in ſucha placegwhere we feare no other 
force,bur the all-controlling power ofheauen, clearely GP 
rom 
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fromthe Popes thunder-cracks, ofmialediQtions jnterditions,ex- 
communications,or whatſoeuer elſe : 'and therefore it would bee 
much betrerfor you,if ep: arpun: to do as Ghinorto 4duiſeth you. 


During the time of this their interparlancegthe placewas ſudden- 


ly round 1ngirt with ſtrongly armed theeues,and che Lord Abbor 
ercciuing,that both he and all his followers were ſirprized: tooke 
bis way(though lg norm cpa Caſtle, and likewiſe 
all-his company and carriages with him: Being diſmounted, hee 
was conduCted(as Ghirattp had appointed) all alone, into a ſmall 
Chamber of the Caftle,-n being very darke and vneaſte : bur the 
reſt of his traine,euery one according to his ranck and qualiry,were 
all well lodged inthe Caſtle,their horſes,goods and all things elſe, 
deliueredinto ſecure keeping, without the leaſt touch of ſhiury or 
preiudice. All which being orderly done, Ghinorto himſelfe went 
ro the Lord Abbot,andſaid. My Lord, Ghinorto, ro whom you 
area welcome gueſt, requeſterth, thar it might be your pleaſure to 
rell bim,whither youarerrauelling,and vpon what Secebion p 
TheLord Abbotbeing a very wiſe man, and his angry diſtem- 
per more moderately qualified z reuealed whither he went,and the 
cauſe of his going thither. Which when Ghizorrohad heard, hee 
departedcourteouſly from him, and began roconfider with him- 
ſelfe,how he might curethe Abbot; yer without 'any Bathe. So, 


commanding a good fireto be kept continually in his ſmall Cham- 


ber,and very goodattendance on him: the next morning, he came 
to viſite him againe, bringing a faire white Napkin on his arme,2nd 
in it two ſlices or toaſts of fine Manchet,a ay cleare Glaſſe,full 
of the pureſt whitc-Baſtard of Coynighia (but indeed, ofthe Abbors 
owne prouiſion brought thither with him ) and then hee ſpoketo 


him in this manner, 

My Lord,when Ghinotzo was yonger then now he is, he ſtudyed 
Phyſicke,and he commanded me torell you, that the very beſt me- 
dicinc,hecould cuer learne,againſt any diſeaſe inthe ſtomacke,was 
this which he had prouided for yourLordſhip,as an eſpecial prepa- 
ratiue,and which he ſhould findero be very comfortabl: . The Ab- 
bor, who hada better ſtomacketo cate, then any will or deſire ro 
talke : although hee did it ſomewhardiſdainfully, yet hee eate vp 
boththe toaſtes, and roundly dranke off the Glaſſe of Baſtard. 
Afterward, diuers other ſpeeches paſſed betweenethem , the one 
ſtill aduifing in Phiſicall manner,andthe other ſeemingro carelir- 
tle for it:but moued many queſtions concerning Ghinorto, and ear+ 
neſtly requeſting to ſee him. Such ſpeechesas ſauoured of the Ab- 
bors diſcontentmenr,and came from him in paſſion; were clouded 
with courteous acceptatice;8not thekeaſt ſigne of any miſlike:bur 
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ing his Lordſhip,that Ghznorco intended very ſhortly to ſee him, 
ando chey parted for-thattime. 
Nor returned he any more, till the next morning withrhe like 
two toaſtes of bread.and ſuch another Glaſle of white Baſtard, as 
he had brought him ae the firſt, continuing the ſame courſe for di- 
uers dayesatter : till the Abbot bad caten (and very hungerly roo) 
apeetty ſtore of dryed Beanes,which Ghinorto purpoſely, (yet ſe- 
cretly ) had hidden inthe Chamber. W hedemaunded 
of him(as ſeeming to beſo enioyned by his pretended maſter) in 
what temper he found his ſtomackenow * I ſhould finde my ſto- 
macke well enough (anſwered the Lord Abbot)ifI could get forth 
of thy maſters fingers,and then haue ſome good food to feed on : 
for his medicines haue made me ſo ſoundly ſtomackt, that Iam rea- 
dy to ſtarue with hunger. | 

When Ghinotto was gone from him, hee then 17d vpn a ve 

faire Chamber for him, adorning it with the Abbots owne ric 
hangings , as alſo his Plateand other moueables, ſuch as were al- 
wayes vſcd tor his ſeruice. A coſtly dinner he prouided likewiſe, 
whereto he inuited divers of the Towne, and many of the Abbots 
chiefeſt followers : then going to him againethe next morning, he 
ſaid. My Lord, ſceing you doe fecle your ſtomacke ſo well, itis 
time you ſhould come forth of the Infirmary. And raking him by 
the hand, he brought him into the prepared Chamber,where he left 
him with his owne people,and went to giue order for the dinners 
ſerving in,that it might be performed in magnificent manner. 

The Lord Abbot reereated himſelfe a while with his owne 
| peoplegto whom he recounted,the courſe of his life ſince hee ſaw 
them ; and they likewiſe told him, how kindly they had bin initea- 
red by Ghinotto, But whendinner time wascome,the Lord Abbot 
and all his company ,were ſerued with coſtly viands and excellent 
Wines, without Gh;notroes making himfſelfe knowne to the Ab- 
box : tillafter he had beene cnrertained ſome few dayes in this or- 
der:into the great Hall ofthe Caſtle,Ghinotro cauſed all the Abbors 
goods and furniture to prada. an and likewiſe intoa ſpacious 
Court,wheron the windowes of the ſaid Court gazed, all his mules 
and horſes, with their ſumprers, even tothe very fillieſt ofthem, 
which being done,Ghi20rto wentto the Abbot,and demaunded of 
him,how he felt his ſtomacke now,and whether it would ſerue him 
coventer oa horſcbacke as yet, or no? The Lord Abbot anſwered, 
that he found his ſtomacke y recouered, his body ſtrong c- 


hto enduretrauell,and all things well , fo hee were delivered 
Gm Ghinotts. ; y 


bim into the hall where his furniture was, 


Theocupon, he brought 
35 alſo all his people, 8 commanding a window to be opned,wher- 


at 
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at he might behold his horſes;tit faid?* My: Lordji let me:phinely | 
giue you to vnderſtand', thar metther cowardiſe, or baferzeſſe of 
minde,induced Gh:nozto di Taced ( which ismy{alfe)) xobetome a 
lurking robber onthe high-wayes,an enemyto xhe Pope';1art ſo 
(conſequently)to theRomane Court: but onely toſauc hisowne 
life and honour , knowing hitfelfe to be a Gemlerian caftoun of 
his owne houſe,and-hauing (beſide)infinite enemies.'Burbecabuſe 
you ſcemeto be a worthy Lord, Iwill not (akhovghI hauecured 
your ſtomacks diſeaſe) deale with you as Idoetocothers', whoſe 
goods (whenthey fall into my power)lI take ſuch partof as Tpleaſe: 
bet ratheram well contented, that my neceflities being :conlidered 
by your ſelfe,youſpare me out a proportion of thethings you hane 
heere,an{werableto your owne liking. For all areprefent herebe- 
fore you,both in this Hall,and inthe Court beneath, free fromany 
ſpoyle, or the leaſt impairing. Wherefore, giuea part, ortake 
all, if you pleafe, and then depart hence when you will, orabide 
hcere ſtill, for now you are at your owne free liberty. fy 

The Lord Abbot wondred not alittle,that a robber onthe high 
waycs,{hould haue ſuch a bold and liberall ſpirit, whichappeared 
very plcaſing to him;and inſtantly,his former hatred and ſpleenca- 
eainſt Ghizotto,became conuerted into cordial] love and kindnes, 
ſ{othu(imbracing him in hisarmes) he ſaid. I proteſt ypon my vow 
made to Religion, that to win the loue of ſucha man, as I plaincly 
p<rcciue thee to be: I would vndergo far greater iniuries,thenthoſe 
which Lhaue receiued at thy hands. Accurſed be cruel] deſtiny,thar 
forced thee to ſo baſe a kind of life, and did nor blefle thee with 
a f2irer fortune. After hc had thus ſpoken, helctt there the greater 
part of all his goods,and returned backe againe to Rome, with few 
horles,and a mcanertraine. 

Durig theſe paſſed accidents,the Pope had receiued intelligence 
ofthe Lord Abbots ſurprizall,which was not a little diſplcaſing to 
him:but when he ſaw him returned, he demaunded,whar benefit 
he recciued at the Bathes? Wheretothe Abbot, merrily ſmyling, 
thus replycd. Holy Father, I met witha moſt skilfull Phyſitian nee- 
rer hand, whoſe experience is beyond the power of the Bathes, for 
by him Iam very perfeRly cured : and fo diſcourſed all ar large. 
The Pope laughing heartely, andthe Abbor continuing on ſtill his 
report ; moued with an highand magnificent courage, he demaun- 
ded onegracious fauour of the Pope:who imagining that he would 
requeſt a matter of greatermoment , thcn he did.frcely offercd ro 
erant,whatſocuer he deſired. | 

Holy Father,anſwered the Lord Abbor.all the humble ſuitwhich 
I make to you, is, that you would be pleaſed to recetue into your 
eraceand tauor, Ghinotto aj Tacco my Phylitian, becauſe among - 
Oo3 che 
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I neuer met wi-h.an tohim both in honour and honeſty. 
Wharſocuer iniury me.,l impute it asa greater in-fortune, 
thenany way hedeſcrueth to be charged withall, Which wret- 
ched condition of his,if you were pleaſed toalter, and beſtow on 
hina ſome better meanes of maintenance,to liue like a worthy man, 
as he isnoleſle : I make no doubt, bur ( in very ſhort time) hee will 
appcare as pleaſing to your holineſle, as (in my beſt iudgement) I 
thinke him to be. 

The Pope,who was of a magnanimious ſpirit,and one that high. 
ly affeted men of vertue,hearing the commendable motion made 
by the Abbot; returned anſwere,that he was as willing to grant ir, 
asthe other deſired ir, ſending Letters of ſafe conduct tor his com- 
ming thither. Ghinotto recciuing ſuch affurance from the Court 
of Rome,came thither immediatly, to the great 1oy of the Lord 
Abbot: and the Pope finding him to be a man of valor and worth, 
vpon reconciliation,remitred all tormererrors,creating himknight, 
and Lord Prior of the very chiefeſt Hoſpitallin Rome. In which 
Office heliued long time after, as aloyall ſcruant to the Church, 
and an honeſtthankefull friend to the Lord Abbot of Clugny. 


rhe vertuous ery tins, Fs haue eſpecial account made of them 
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ichridanes exuying the life and liberality of Nathan,andtrauelling 
thither,with a ſetled reſolution wo kill hins ::chaunceth to conferre 
with Nathan vaknowne. Anibeing inftruttedby him, in:ouhat 
manner he might beſt performe rhe bloody deede; according as hee 
gaue direftion, hee meeteth with him ina ſmall Thicket or woode, 
where knowing him to be the ſame man; ' that. taught him how to 
take away hs life:Confounded with ſhame, hee acknowledeeth his 
horrible intention, and becommeth his loyall friend. 


The third Nouell. 


Shewing in an excellent and liuely demonſtration, that any eſpeciall 
honourable vertue d pu and dwelling in a truly noble ſo ule, 
cannot be violenced or confounded, by the moſt politicke attemptes 
of malice and enuy. 
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> T appcarcdtothe whole aſſembly, thatthey had heard a 
&S matter of meruaile, for a Lord Abbot to performe any 
S2SV magnificent a&ion : buttheir admiration ceafing in l1- 
lence, the King commanded Philoſtrarus to fol'ow next,who forth- 
with thus began. 

Honourable Ladies, the bounty and magnificenſe of A/phonſo 
King of Spaine, was great indeede, andthat done by the Lord Ab- 


bot of Clugny, a thing (perhaps) never heard of in any other . Bur 
It 
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it will ſceme no lefle meruailous ro you,: when you heare, how one 
manzin cxpreſhon. of great liberality to anorher man. rhar earneſt- 
ly deliced to kill him;: ſhould bee ſecretly diſpoled to gine him his 
life, which had binloſt,if the other would hauc taken it,asT purpoſe 
co acquaint you withall,in a ſhort Noucll. -- 

Molt cerraineit is, at lcaſt, if Faith may bee given to the report of 
certaine Genewayes, and Other men rcſorting ro thoſe remore parts, 
thatin the Country of Cathay a, there liued fomtimea Gentleman, 
rich beyond compariſon,and'named Nathan. He having his living 
adioyning to a | 299 common rode-way, whereby men trauayled 
from the Eaſt rothe Welt(as they did the like from the Weſt vnto 
the Eaſt as hauing no other means of paſſage) and being of a boun- 
tifull and cheartull diſpoſition, which he was willing ro make kno: 
wen by experience : heſummoned together many Maſter Maſons 
and Carpenters,and there erectcd (in a ſhort time) one of the grea- 
reſt,goodlicſt, and molt beautifull houſes (in manner ofa Princes 
Pallace)that cuer was ſeenc in all thoſe quarters. 

With mouables and all kinde of turniſhmentr, behittinga houſe 
of ſuch outward apparance, hee caufcd it co be plentifully ftored, 
onely to recciue,entertaine,and honor all Gentlemen or other Tra- 
uailers wharſocner;a5 had occaſion to paſſe that way,bing rior vn- 
prouided :lſo of fucha number of ſeruants, as mizht continuallie 
giue attendance On all commers and goers. Two and hitty feucrall 
gar's,tanding alway wide open, & ouer each of them in'grear gol- 
den carratters was written, Welcome, welcome, and gaue free admil- 
110n 10 all commets whatſocuer. 

In this honourable order (obſcrued as his eſtated cuſtom)he per- 
ſcucred ſo long a while, as not onely the Eaſt parts, bur alſo thoſc 
1n the weſt were euery where acquainted with his fame & renown. 
Bring already well ſtept into yearcs, but yet not wetkrie (thereto: c) 
of his great charge and liberality:ir fortuned, that the rumor of his 
noble Hoſpitaliry,came to the eare of another gallant Gentleman, 
named Mithridares, lining in a Countrey not farrc off from the 0- 
ther. 

This Gzntleman, knowing himſclfno lefle wealthy then Nathan, 
and cnuioully repining at his vertue and liberaliry , determined in 
his mind, to dim and obſcure the others bright ſplendor,by making 
himſclfec farre morc famous. And having built a Palace anſwwerable 
tothat of Nathans,withlike windings of gatcs,and welcom inſcrip- 
tions ; he beganne to extend immeaturable courteſtes, vnto*Nft:ch 
as were diſpoted to viſite him : ſo that (in a ſhort while) hee grew 
very famous in infiniteplaces. It chanced on a day, as Mithrida- 
nes (ate all alone withinthe goodly Court of his Pallace : a poore 
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ac the thirteenth xemunhitig,24irbr dents faded 
man, you gocand oome very often; #n tif ys vvith 
ales. Vhe the old: omnan heard hd words; ſhe wa "Othe 
liberality of Nathax + How honour: ble nd Wondetfilt is that? 1 
haue paſt through rwound thirty pate#'of his' Palaceſ'eucti ſnch ts 
are here,and at every onel yeveynedan almes, withotit any know- 
ledgement taken of me, either by him, or any of his followers: ant 
heere I haue paſt burthroughtthirreene gates, and am there bathac- 
knowledgedandraken. :Farewellro this houſe, for Tncucr mcane 
r0 viſit it any more, wittrwtuch words thee departedthence, and 
neuer after came thitheragaine. BE 

When Mithridanes had awhile pondered on Herſpeeches, hee 
waxed much diſcontented, as raking the words of the olde woman, 
to cxtoll therenowne of Nathay, and darken or ecclipſc his glorte, 
whereupon he faid ro himſelfe. Wretched man as ſam,when ſhall 
I arraine to the beight of liberality, and performe ſuch wonders, as 
Najhan doth? In fecking to ſurmount him, I cannorcome necre 
him in the very meaneſt. Vndoubtedly, Iſpend all my endeauour 
but in vainc, except tid the world of him, which (fecing his age 
will not make an end of him) I muſt needs do with my own hands. 
In which furious and bloody detertitination (withour reuealing his 
intent to any one)he mounted on horſe-badke,with fery attendatirs 
in his company, and after three dayes journey, arriued where Na- 
thindwelt. He gaue orderto his men, to make no ſhe of beceing 
his ſeruancs, or any way to acknowledge him:butro prouide them 
_ of conuenicnt lodgings, vnrillthey heard orhet rydings from 

im. TEE 

About Eucning, and (in this manner) alone by himſclte,neerero 
the Palace of Nathan, he met him ſolitarily walking. nor in pom- 
pous apparrell,whereby to bee diſtinguiſhed from a meaner man : 
and, becauſe he knew him nor, neyther had heard any refation of 
his deſcription, hedemanded of him,ifhe knew where Varhanthen 
was 2 Nathan, with a chearfull countenance, thus replyed . Faire 
Syr , there is noman intheſe parts, thar knoweth' betcer how to 
ſhew you Nathanthen I do ; and rhercforc, if you beſo plcaſed, I 
will bring youro him. Aithridenes ſaid, thercin hy thould do him 
a great kindnefſſe : albeir(ifir were poſſible) he wonld bee! neyther 
knowne norſcene of Narhas: And rhat(quothhe)catil alſo go ſut- 
ficiently for you,ſceingitis your will tohaucirtſo, f you will got 4- 
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Diſmounting from his horſe, he walked on with Nathay, diuerſ- 
ly diſcourſing, vntill theycame tothe Pallace, where one ot the fer- 
uants taking AGthridencs his horſe, Ngthen rounded the fellowin 


the care, that he ſhould gjue to all throughout the Houſe, 


for reucaling to the Geneleman, that he was Narhenas accordingly 
it waspcrformed. No ſooner were they within the Pallace, but he 
conducted Mithridanes into a goodly chamber,wher none(as yer) 
had ſcenc him, butſuch as were appointed to attend on him reue- 
rently; yea, and he did himſclfe greatly honor him, asbeing loth to 
leauc his company. 

While thus M:#hridancs conuerſed with him,he deſired ro know 
(albeit he reſpeRed him much for his yearcs) what he was. Introth 
Sir,anſwered Nathan, I am one of the meanceſi ſeruantsto Aathay, 
and from my child-hood, hauc made my felfethus olde in his ſer- 
uice : yecncuer hath he beſtowed any other aduancement on mee, 
thenas you now ce , in which reſpe&t, howſocuer other men may 
commend him, yet I haue no reaſon atall to doit. Theſe Words, 
gaue ſome hopeto Mithridanes, that with a little more counlell,he 
might ſccurely put inexecution his wicked determination. Na- 
than likewiſe demaunded of him (bur in very humble manner) of 
whence, and what he was,asalſo the buſineſle inuiting him thither: 
offering him his vtmoſt aide and counſell, in what focucr confiſted 
in his power. 

Mithridanes (at an indifferent while meditating with his thoghts 
before he would returne any anſwer : but atthe laſt, concluding to 
repoſe confidence in him(in regard of his pretended diſcontentmet) 
with many circumſt:ntial perſwaſtons, firſt for fidcliry,nextfor con- 
ſtancie, and laſtly for counſell and afſiſtancehedeclared to him tru- 
ly what he was,the cauſe of his comming th:ther,and the reaſon vr- 
ging himthereto. Nathan hearing theſe words, and the dereſtable 
deliberation of Mithridanes, became quite changed in himlclf: yer 


wiſely making no outward appearancethercof, witha bold courage 
and ſcrled countenance, thns he replyed. 


Mithridanes,thy Father wasa Noble Gentleman,and /in vertu- 
ous qualities) inferiour tronone, from whoin (as now I ſee) thou 
deſireſt not ro degenerate, hauing vndertaken ſo bold & high an en- 
eerpriſe, I meane, in being liberall and bountifullto all men. I do 
greatly commend the enuy which thou bearelt to the vertuc of N«- 
than: becauſcif there were many moreſuch men, the world that is 
now wretched and miſerable, would become and conforma- 
ble. As for the determination which thou haſt diſcloſed to mce, I 
have ſcaled it vp ſecretly in my ſoule: wherein I can berter giue thee 
counſel], then any eſpcciall helpe or furtherance : and the courſe 
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which I would hauethee to obſerue, followeth thus in few words. 

This window, which we now looke forth at, ſheweth theea ſmal 
wood or thicket of trees, being litle more then the quarter of a miles 
diſtance hence ; whereto Nathan vſually walketh euery morning, 
and there continucth time long enough : there maiſt thou very ca- 
fily mect Iin,and do wharſocucr thou intendeſt to him. If thou kilſt 
him,becauſe thou maiſt with ſafety returne home ynto thine owne 
abid:ng, take not the ſame way which guided theethither, but an- 
other, lying on theleft hand, & dircRing ſpeedily out of the wood, 
as being not ſo much haunted as the other, bur rather free from all 
reſort, and ſureſt for viſiting thine owne countrey, after ſuch a diſ- 
mall deed is done. 

Wi hen M:thridanes had receyued this inſtruction, and Nathan 
was departed from him, hee ſecretly gane intelligenceto his men, 
{who likewiſe were lodged as welcom ſtrangers, in the ſame houſe) 
at what place they ſhould ſtay for him the next morning.Night be- 
ing paſſed ouer, and Nathan riſen,his heart altred not a ior from his 
counſel giuen to Mithridanes, muchleſſe changed from anic part 
thereof: butall alone by himſelfe,walked on to the wogd,ythe place 
appointed for his death. AMzthridenes alſo being tiſen, taking his 
Bow & Sword (for other weapons had he none) mounted on horl- 
backe, and ſo cameto the wood, where (lomewhat farre off ) hee e- 
ſpycd Nathan walking, and no creature with him. Diſmounring 
from his horſe, he had reſolued (before he would kill him) not one- 
ly to ſec, bur alſoto heare him ſpeake : ſo ſtepping roughly to him, 
and taking hold of the bonnet on his head, his face being rhen tur- 
ned from him, he ſayde. Old man, thou muſt dye. Whereunto 
Nathan made no other anſwer, but thus : VVhy then(bclike)I have 
deſerned ir. 

When Mithridanes heard him ſpeake, and looked aduiſedly on 
his face, he knew him immediatly to be the ſame man,that had en- 
tcrtained him ſo louingly, conuerſed with himſo familiarly, and 
counſelled him o faithfully:all which ouercomming his former fu- 
ry, his harſh nature became meerly confounded with ſhame : So 
throwing downe his drawne ſword, which he held readily prepared 
for the deede: he proſtrated himſelfe at Nathars fect, and in teares, 
ſpake in this manner. Now do manifeſtly know(molt louing Fa- 
ther) your admired bounty and liberaliric conſidering, with what 
induſtrious prouidence, you madethe meanes for your cotaming 
hither, pr igally to beſtow your life on me, whichT haue no right 
vnto, although you wereſo willing to part with it. Burthoſe ugh 
and ſ\upreame powers, more carefullofmy dutie, then I my ſelfe : 
evenat the very inſtant, and when it was moſt ncedfull;opencd the 
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es of wy better vnderſtanding which infernall enuy had cloſed 
c. ur bag And therefore, looke how much you haue bin forward 
topleaſure me; ſo much the more ſhame and puniſhment, conteſlc 
my heinous cranſgreſſion hath iuſtly deſerued : rake therefore on 


me (if you pleaſe) ſuch reuenge, as you thinke (in luſtice) anſwera- 
blerto my f1n. 

Nathan lovingly raiſed Mithridanes from the ground, then kil- 
ſing his cheeke, and tenderly embracing him, he ſaid. Sonne, thou 
needeſt not to aske,much leſle ro obtainepardon, for any enterpriſe 
of thine,which.thou canſt not yet tefme to be good or bad: becauſe 
thou ſoughteſt not to bereaue me of my life, for any hatred thou 
bareſt me, but oncly in coueting to be reputed the Woorthier man. 
Take then this aſſurance of me,and belecue it conſtantly, that there 
15nN0 man liuing, whom | louc and honour, as I do thee : conſide- 
ring thegreatneſlc of thy minde, whichconſiſt-th notin the hea- 
ping vp of money, as wretched and miſerable Worldlings make ir 
their onely fclicity 5 but, contending in bounty to ſpend what is 
thin, didſt hold it for no ſhameto kil me, thereby ro make thy ſelte 
ſo muchthe more worthily tamous. 

Nor is itany matter to be wondred at, in regard that Emperors, 
and the greateſt Kings, hadde neuer made ſuch extendure of their 
Dominions, and con(cquently of their renowne, by any other Arr, 
then killing; yct not one man onely,asthou wouldit haue done: bur 
infinice numbers, burning whole Countries, and making dcſolare 
huge Townes and Cities, onely to enlarge rheir dominion, and fut- 
ther ſpreading of their fame. Wherfore,if for the increaſing of thine 
owne renowne, thou walt delirous of my death: it is no matter of 
nouclty and therefore deſeruing thelefle meruaile, ſecing men are 
ſlaine daily, and all for one purpoſe or other. 

Mithridanes, excutiagno turther his mal:uolent deliberation , 
bur rather commending the honeſt defence , which Nathan made 
on his behalfe ; proceeded ſo farre in atter diſcourfing, as to tel him 
plainely, thatit did wondroufly amazc him, how hedurſt come to 
the farall appointed place, himlclfe having ſo cxadtly plotted and 
ener gi [oe ovwne death : whereunto Nathan returned this awin- 

were. 

I would not hauc thee Mithridanes, to wonder at my counſel or 
determination ; becaule, fince age hath made mee Maiſter of mine 
owne will, andIreloluedto doe that, whercin thou haſt begun 


to follow me: neuer came any man to mee, whom I did not con- 


ecnt (ifT could) in any gs 3 demanded of me . It was thy for- 


rune to comefor my life, which when Ifaw thee fo deſirous eo have 
ic, I reſolued immediately to beſtow it an thee: and ſo much the ra- 


ther, 
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mee. | 

Wherefore, I hold it much better for mero giuciraway frecly, 
as I hauc alwayes done my goo 1s and treaſure; then bee curious in 
keeping it, and ſuffer it to beraken from me (whether I will or no) 
by Narure. A ſmall gift itis, iftime make me vp the full fimme of 
an hundred yearcs : how milſcrableis ir then, ro ſtand beholding 
bur for foure or fiue,andall of them vexation too? Take it then I in- 
rreare thee, ifrhou wilt haue it ; for I neuer mer withany man be- 
fore (but thy ſclte)that did defireit, nor (perhaps) ſhall tinde any 0- 
ther ro requeſt it : for the longerI keepe it,the worſe tr wil be cttee- 
med : and before it grow contemprtible,take it I pray thee. 

Mithridanes, being exceedingly confounded with ſhame, baſh- 
fully ſayde : Fortune fore-fend, that I ſhould rake away a thing ſo 
precious as your life is,or once to hue ſo vile a ng of itas latc- 
ly I had ; bur rather then I would diminiſh one day thercof,] could 
wiſh, that my time might more amplycnlargeit. Forthwith aun- 
ſwered Nathan,faying. Would(t chou (ifthou couldſt) ſhorten 
thine owne dayes, onely to lengrhen mine? Why then thou woul- 
deſt hauc me ro do that to thee, which (as yet) I neucr did vnto any 
man, namely, robberhee, to enrich my ſelfe. I will enſtru& thee 
ina much better courſe, ifthou wilt be aduiſed by mec. Luſty and 
young, asnow thou art, thou ſhalt dwell heere in my houſe, and be 
called by thename of Nathan. Aged, and ſpent with yeares, as 
thou ſceſt I am, I will goc liue in thy houſe, and bee called by the 
name of 41ithridanes. So, both the name and place ſhall illuſtrate 
thy Glorie, ant T liue contentedly, wizhour the very leaſt thoughe 
of enuic. ©: a 

Deare Father, anſwered Mithridanes, if I knew ſo well howe to 


\ 


dirc& mince owne ations, as you doc, and alwayes.hauc done, 1 


' would gladly accept your molt liberall offer : but becauſe 1 plainlic 


pong that my very belt endeauours, muſt remayne darkened 
y the bright tenowneof Nether : 1 will never ſeeke to impayre 
that in another, which I cannor (by any mcans)increaſe in my ſelte, 
but (as you haue worthily taught mc) liue contented with my owtic 
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eſe 
uing found by good experience, hot could never goe beyond 
Nathan in liberality. 


Signior Gentile de Cariſendi, being come from Modena,took a Gen- 
tlewoman,named Madam Catharina, forth of a grave, wherin ſhe | 
was buried for dead:which att he did yn regard of his former honeſt 
affetion to the ſaid Gentlewoman. Madame Catharina remaining 
after ward,and deliuered of a goodly Sonne: was (by Signior there 


. Gentile) del:uered to her owne Husband,named Signyor Nicoluc- | 
cio Caccianinnco,ard the yong infant with her. 
The Fourth Nouell. | 
Where is ſhewne, That truc lduc hath alwayes bin, and ſo ſtill s, the | 
occaſion of many great and worthy courteſies. 
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Y iudgment ofall the honorable aſſembly, it was repured won- | 
dcrfull, that a man ſhould beſo bountifull, asro giue away his 
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owne life,and to his hatefull enemy. Inwhich reſpe& , it paſſed 
with general aftirmation,that Nathan(inthe vertue of liberallity) 
had cxcecged A/phonfa;King of Spain,bur (cſpecially)theAbbor of 
Clugny. So,afrer cuery ane had delinered their opinion, the King, 
turning himfelfe to Madame Lawrerra,gauc her ſuch a ſigne,as well 
inſtructed her vnderſtanding,that ſhe ſhould be the nexr inorder, 
whercto ſhe gladly yedding, began inthis manner. 

Youthtull Ladies,thediſcourſes already paſt, haue been ſo wor- 
thy and magnificent, yea, reaching to lucha heightof glorious 
ſplendour ;as(me thinkes)there remaineth no more matter, for vs 
that are yetto {peake, whereby to enlarge ſo famous an Argument, 
and in ſuch manner as it oughtto be - except we lay hold on the 
actions of loue, wherein is neuer any want of ſubieR, itisſo faire 
and ſpacious a fieldto walke in, Wherefore, as well in behalfe of 
the @ne,as aduancement of the other , whereto our inſtant age is 
moſt of all inclined : I purpole to acquaint you with a generous 
and magnificent act, of an amourous Gentleman, which when it 
ſhall be duely conſidered on,perhaps will appeare <quall to any of 
thereſt,Arleaſt,ifir may paſſe for currant,that men may giucaway 
their treaſures, forgiue mighty iniuries,and lay downe life it ſelfe, 
honour and renowne(which is farre greater)to infinite dangers,on- 
ly toattaineany thing eſteemed and affefted. 6Þ> 

Vnderſtand then( Gracious hearers) that in Bologna, a very fa- 
mous City of Lombardze,thereliued ſometime a Knighr,moſi high- 
ly reſpect-d for his vertues, named Signior Gentile de Cariſena!, 
who(in his op, as dayes)was cnamoured of a Gentlewoman, cal- 
led Madam Catharina,the Wife of Signior Nicoluccio Caccianimi- 
co. And becauſc during the time of his amourous purſuite,he found 
but a ſorry enterchange ofaffection from the Lady ; hee went ( as 
hopcleſſe of any ſucceſle)ro be Poteſtare of Modena , whereto he 
was called by placeand order. | 

At the ſamertime,Signior Nicoluccio being abſent from Bologna, 
and his Lady at a Farme-houſe of his inthe Countrey (about three 
miles diſtant from the Ciry)becauſe ſhe was great with child, and 
ſomewhat neerethetime of hertceming : it came to paſſe , that 
ſome dangerous accident befell her, which was ſo powerfull in 0- 
pcration,as no ſigne of life appeared remained in her, but ſhe was 
repured(cuen in the iudgement ofthe beſt Phiſitians, whereof ſhe 
wanted noattendance)to be verily dead. And becauſe in the op1- 
nion of her parents and neereft kinred,the rime for her deliuerance 
was yet ſo farre off;asthe Infant within her, wanted much ofa per- 
fect creature: they made the lefſe mourning ; bur in the next 
Church,asalforhe vaulrbelonging to her Anceſtors; they gaue her 
buriall very ſpeedily, Which 


— 
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—  Whichtydings comming to the hearing of Signior Genrile, b 
Eres friend : Alchough ( while ſhelined ) be 
could neuer be gracious in her fanour, yet her ſo ſudden dearh did 

eatly gricue him, wher he diſcourſed inthis ſort with him- 
[lf Deare Madame Catharina, I am nor a little ſorry for thy 
death, although(during thy life-time)I was ſcarcely worthy of one 
kind looke : Yet now being dead,thou canſt not prohibite me, bur 
I may robbe thee of a kifſe. No ſooner had hee ſpoke the words, 
bur it becing then night , and taking ſuch order, as none might 
know of his departure : hee mounted on horſe-backe, accom. 
panied onely with one ſeruant , and ſtayed no where, till hee 
came to the vault where the Lady was buried. Which when 
he had opened, with inſtruments conuenient forthe purpoſe, he 
deſcended downe into the vault , and kneeled downe by the Beere 
whereon ſhelay,and in her wearing garments,according tothe vſiz. 
all manner ; withteares trickling mainly downe his checkes, he be- 
ſtowed infinite ſweet kifles on her. | 
But as we coinmonly ſce,that mens defircs are neuer contented, 
burſtill will preſume on further aduantages, eſpecially ſuchas loue 
entirely : ſo farcd it with Gcztile, who being once mindedto ger 
him gone, asſfatisficd with the oblarion of his kiſſes z would needs 
ct ſtep backe againe,ſaying. Why ſhouldI not touch her yuory 
reaſt,the Adamant that drew all deſires to adorc her « Ahlerme 
touch it now, for neuer hereafter can I bee halfe ſo happy. Ouer- 
come with this alluring appetite,gently he laid his hand ypon her 
breaſt, with the like awefull reſpect, as if ſhe were liuing, and hol- 
ding it ſo an indifferent while : either he felr,or his imaginationſo 
perſwaded him,the heart ot the Lady to beare and pant. Caſting 
off all fond feare,and the warmth of his increaſing the motion : his 
inward ſoule aſſured him , thatſhe was1nor dead vtterly, but had 


ſome ſmall ſenſe of life remaining in her, whereof he would needs 
be further informed. 


So gently as poſſible he could,and with the helpe of his man, he = 
Wh forth ofthe monument, & laying her ſoftly on his horſe 
before him,conueighed her cloſely to his houſe in Bologna. Signi- 
or Gentile had a worthy Ladyto his Mother,a woman of great wil- 
dome and vertue, who vnderſtanding by her Sonne, how matters 
had happened ; moued with compaſſion, and ſuffering no one in the 
houſe ro know what was done,made a good fire, and very excel- 
Icnt Bathe,whichrecalled back againe wrong-wandering life. Then 
ferching a vchement ſigh,opening her eycs,& looking very ſtrang- 


ly about her,ſhefaid. Alas ! where am I now 2 whereto the 


old Lady kindly replyed, laying Comfort your ſelfe Madame,for 
youaretinagoodplace, Her 
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Her ſpirits being in betrer manner mer rogerher;and ſhe ſtill ga- 
zing euery way about her, not knowing well where ſhe was, and 
ſceing Signior Gentile ſanding before her: he entreared his mother 
torell her by what meancs ſhe camethither 5 which the good old 
Lady did,Geyrile himſelte helping to relare the whole hiſtory. A 
while ſhe grieued and lamented, bur afterward gauverhem moſt 
hearty thankes,humbly requeſting, that, in regardof theloue he 
had formerly borne herzin his houſe ſhe might finde no other' v- 
ſage,varying from the honour of her ſelfe and her Husband , and 
when day was come, tobeconueighed home to her owne houſe. 
Madame, anſwered Signior Gentile, whatſocuerl ſought to gaine 
trom you in former dayes,I neuer meane,cither here,or any where 
clic, ro motionany more. But ſeeing it hath been my happy tor- 
tunc,to prouethebleſſed means,of reducing you trom deathro life: 
you (hal find no other entertainment here,then as if you were mine 
owne Siſter. And yetthe good deed which I have this night done 
for you, doth well deſerue ſome courteous requitall : in which 
reſpect, would haue you not to deny me one fauour, which I will 
preſume tocraueof you. Whereto the Lady lovingly replyed, 
that ſhe was willing tograntit ; prouided,it were honeſt,and in her 
power : whereto Signior Geztzlethus anſwered. 

Madame, your parents, kindred and friends , and generally al! 
throughout Bo/ozna,doe verily thinke youto be dead , wherefore 
there is not any one, that will make any inquiſition after you : in 
which regard,the fauour I defire from you,isno more but to abide 
here ſecretly with my Mother, varill ſuchrime as I returne from 
Aodena,which ſhall be very ſpeedily. The occaſion why I mouc 
this motion,aymeth at this end,tharin preſence of the chicfeſt per- 
{ons of our City, I may make a gladſome preſent of you to your 
Husband. The Lady knowing herſelte highly beholding to the 
Knight , and the requeſt he made to be very honeſt : diſpoſed her 
ſelfe ro doe as he deſired(although ſhe earneſtly longed,to glad her 
parents and kindred with ſeeing her alive) and made her promile 
him on herfaith,to effe&t it in ſuch manner;as he pleaſed to appoint 
and giue her direction. | 

Scarcely were theſe words concluded, bur ſhe felt the cuſtome 
of women to come vypon her,withthepaines and throwes incident 
co childing : wherefore, with helpe of the aged Lidy, Motherto 
Signior Gexrile,it was not long before her deliverance of a goodly 
Sonne, which greatly augmented the joy of her and Gentik , who 
rooke order, thar allthings belonging to a woman in fuch a caſe, 
were not wanting,but ſhe was as 7 reſpected, cuen asf ſhe 
had been his owne Wiſe. Secretly herepairedeo A 
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having giuendireRionfor his place of authority ; he returned back 
againeto Bologne,and there made preparation for a greatand ſo- 
lemne feaſt, appointing who ſhould be his inuited gueſts, the very 
chicfeſt perſons mp» Sor and (amongthem) Signior Nicoluccio 
C accianimico the eſpeciall man. 

After he was diſmounted from horſebacke , and found fo 
company ing for him(the Lady alſo,more faire and healthful 
then euer,and the Infant mers En dpi he fare downe at the Ta- 
ble with his gueſts, _— ro be ſerued in moſt magnificent 
manner,with plenty of all delicates thar could be deuiſed, and ne- 
uer before was there ſucha Touiall feaſt. Abour the ending of din- 
ner,cloſely he made the Lady acquainted with his further intenti- 
on,and likewiſe in what order cuery thing ſhould bedone, which 
being effected, he returnedto his company,8& vſed theſe ſpeeches, 

Honourable friends, I remember a diſcourſe ſometime made 
vnto me,concerning the Countrey of Perſia, and a kind of cuſtome 
there obſerued,notto be miſliked in mine opinion. VVhenany one 
intended to honour his friend in effeQuall manner, he inuiſted him 
hometo his houſe, andthere would ſhew him the thing , which 

withgreateſt louehedid reſpect, wereit Wife , Friend Sonne, 
Daughter, or any thing elſe whatſoeuer , wherewithall hee ſpared 
notto affirme,thatas he ſhewed himthofe choycedelights,the like 
view he ſhould haue ofhis heart, ifwithany poſſibility it could be 
done ; and the very ſame cuſtome I meane now to obſerue here in 
our City. You haue vouchſafed to honour me with your preſence, 
atthis poore homely dinner of mine, andI willwelcome you after 
the Perſian manner,in ſhewing you the Iewell, which ( aboueall 
thinesclſe inthe world) I ever haue moſt reſpeiuely eſteemed. 


Butbefore I doe it , I craue your fauourable opinions in a doubt, 
which I will plainely declarevnto you. 


Ifany man having in his houſe a good and fairhfull ſeruant,who 
falling into extremity of ſickeneſſe , ſhall bethrowneforth into the 
open ſtreer, without Los careor pitty taken on him: A ſtranger 
chancethto paſſe by, and (moued with compaſſion of his weake- 
neſſc)carryeth him home to his owne houſe, where vſing all chari- 
cable diligence,and not ing any coſt , he recouereth the ſicke 

onto his former health. I now deſire ro know, if keeping the 

id reſtored perſon,and imploying him about his owne buſineſle: 

thefirſt Maſter (by pretending hi firſt right ) may lawfully com- 

plaine of the ſecond,and yeeld him backe againe tothe firſt maſter, 
albeit he doe make challenge of him 2 

Allthe Gentlemen, after many opinions 


paſſing among them, 
rge to Signior Ng- 
coluccio, 


| agreedaltogether inone ſentence,and pauec 
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coluccio Caccianimico, (becauſe he was an excellent and clegam 
ſpeaker)to giue an{wereforthemall. Firſt, he comimended the cu- 
ſtome obſerued in Perſia, ſaying , he iumpt in opinion with all the 
reſt,:hatthe firſt Maſter had no right at all to the {cruant, hauins 
not onely (in ſuch neceflity)torſaken him,but alſo caſt him forth in- 
to the comfortleſle ſtreer. But for the benefits and mercy extended 
ro him; it was morethen maniteſt, thatthe reconered perſon, was 

ecome 1uſtly ſeruant tothe ſecond Maſter, and in derayning him 
fromrhe hiſt, hee did nor offer him any iniury at all. The whole 
Comp-'ny firing arttheTable (being all very wiſe & worthy men) 
oau2 their verdict likewiſe with the confeſhon of Signtor Ntcoulc- 
c10 Cacctanimico. Which anſwere did not alittle pleate the Knight, 
and {o much the rather, becauſe Nzcoluccio hid pronounccdit,afhr- 
ming himſclteto be ofthe ſame minde. 

So,{itting ina pretended muſing a while, at length he ſaid. My 
honouradle gueſts,it is now morethen high time, that I ſhould doc 
you ſuch honour,as you haue molt juſtly deſerucd , by performing 
the promiſe made vnto you. Thcn calling two of his icrvants, he 
{enrthem ro Madame Catharina (whom he had cauſed ro adorne 
her ſelf in excellent mannzr) entreating her,that ſhe would be plea- 
ſcd ro grace his gueſts with her preſence. Catharina, hauing deckt 
her child in coſtly habiliments,layed it in her armes,and came with 
the ſeruautsinto the dyning Hall, and fate down(asthe Knight had 
appointed) at the vpper end of the Table, and then Signior Genrzle 
ſpakethns. Behold,worthy Gentlemen, this is the Iewell which I 
haue moſt affected, and intend to louc none other in the world ; bz 
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you my Iudges,whether I haue iuſt occaſion to daefo,or no * The 


Gentlemen ſaluting her with reſpcctiue reuerence, faid to rhe 
Knight ; that he had greatreaſonto affect her : And viewing her 
aduiiedly,many ofthem thought herto be the very ſame woman 
(as indeed ſhe was)butthat they beleeucd her to be dead. 
Butaboueallthe reſt,Nicoluccio Caccianimico could neuer be [a- 
tified with bcholding her; and, enflamed with carneſt defire, to 
know what ſhe was,could not refraine(ſceing the Knight was gone 
our of the roome)but demaunded of her,wherher ſhe were of Bo- 
lozna,ora ſtranger? when the Lady heard her ſelte ro be thus que- 
ſtioned,nd by her Husband,it ſexmed painefull to hergto containe 
from anſwering ::Neuertheleſſe , to perfect the Knights intended 
purpoſe, ſheſare ſilent. Others demaunded of her, whetherthe 
ſweet Boy were hers,or no; and ſome queſtioned, if ſhe were Gen- 
tiles Wife,or no,or elſe his Kinſewoman; to all which demaunds, 
ſhe returned not any anſwere. But whenthe Knight came tothem 
apaine,ſome of them faidto him. Sir,this woman js a goodly crea- 
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e, bur ſhe © boat or robedumbe, which were great pitty,if ir 

ſhould beſo. Gentlemen(quoth he) it is no {mall ie 2 Sher 
verrue,to fit ſtill and {lent atthis inſtant. Tell vs then (ſaid they)of 
whence,and what ſhe is. Therein (quoth he) I willquickely reſolue 
you,vpon your conditional promiſe : that none of you do remoue 
from his place,wharſocuer ſhall be ſaid or done, vntill I hauc fully 
deliuercd my minde, Euery one bound himſelfe by ſolemne pro- 
mile,to forth what he had appointed, and the Tables being voi- 
ded,as alſo the Carpets laid ; then the Knight(ſitting downe by the 
Lady)thus began. 

Worthy Gcntlemen,this Lady is thattrueand faithfull ſeruant, 
wherof I mouedthe queſtion to you, whom I tooke ont of the cold 
ſtreet, where her parents,kindred and friends(making no account at 
all of her)threw her forth, asathing vileand vnprotfitable. Neuer- 
theleſſe,ſuch hath been my 'care and coſt , that 1 haue reſcued her 
out of deaths priping power; and,ina meere charitable diſpoſiti- 
on,which honeſt affection cauſed meto bezre her z of a body, full 
of terror &affrighting(as then ſhe was)I haue cauſed her to become 
thus louely as you ſee, But becauſe you may more apparantly dif. 
cerne,in what manner this occaſion happened ;I will lay it opento 
you in more familiar manner. Thenhe beganthe whole hiſtory, 
from the originall of his vabeſcemingafftectionto her(in regard ſhe 
was a worthy mans wife) and conſequently, how all had happened 
to the inſtant houre,totheno meaneadmirarion of ll the hearers, 
adding withall. Now Gentlemen(quoth he)it youvarry not from 
your former opinion, and eſpecially Signior Nicoluccio Cacciani- 
mico : this Lady(by good right) is mine, and no man elle, by any 
iuſt ritle,can lay any claime to her. 

Allfatefilent,withour anſwering one word, as expetting what 
he intended further to fay : but inthe meane while, Nicolnccio, the 
parents and kindred, but chiefely the Lady her ſelfe, appeared as 
halfe melted into teares with weeping. Burt Signior Gert:le, ſtar- 
ting vp fromthe Table, taking the Infant in his arme, and leadin 
the Lady by the hand, going to Nzcolaccio,thus ſpake. Riſe Sir.I wil 
not giue thee thy wife, whom both her kindred and thine, threw 

forth into the ſtreet : butI will beſtow this Lady on thee, being my 
Goſlip,and this ſweet Boy my God-ſonne, who was(as Iam verily 
perſwaded) begotten by thee, I ſtanding witnefle for him at the 
Font of Baptiſme,and giue him mine owne name Gentile. Let me 
entreatthee,that,although ſhe harh liued here in mine houſe, for the 
ſpace of three monethes, ſhe ſhould not be leſſe welcome to thee, 
then before : for I ſweare to thee vponmy ſoule, that my former 


affeRion to her (how vniuſt ſocuer) wasthe onely meanes of pre- 
ſcruing 
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{eruing her life:and more honeſtly ſhe could not live, with Father, 
Mother,or thy ſ{elfe,thenſhe hath done here with mine 'owne'Mo- 
ther. | 

Hauing thus ſpoken, he turned to the Lady, ſaying. Madame, I 
now diſcharge you ofall promiſes made me,deliuering youto your 
Husband franke and free : And when he had giuen him the Lady, 
and the child in his armes,he returned to his place, and fate downe 
againe. Nzcoluccio, with no meane ioy and hearty contentment 
receiued both his wite and childe, being before farre from expeRa-. 
tion of fuchan admirable comtort, returning the Knight infinite 
thankes(as allthe reſt ofthe Company didthe like) who could nor 
refrainefrom weeping for meere 1oy , for ſucha ſtrangeand won- 
derful accident: euery one highly commending Genrile,8 ſuch alſo 
as chanced to hearethereof. The Lady was welcommed hometo 
her owne houſe, with many moneths of Iouiall feaſting, and as ſhe 
paſſed through the ſtreers,all beheld her with admiration, to be ſo 
happily recouered from her graue. Signior Gentzleliued long after, 
aloyall friend ro Niceluccio and his Lady, and all that were well- 
willers tothem, 

Whatthinke you now Ladies ? Can you imagine, becauſe a 
King gaue away his Crowne and Scepter, and an Abbot(withour 


any coſt to himſelfe)reconciled a Malefaforto the Pope; andan 


old idle-headed man,yeelding to the mercy ofhis enemy : tharall 
rhoſe ations are comparable to this of Signior Gent:le ? Youth and 
ardent affetion,caue him a iuſt and lawfulltitle , ro her who was 
free(by imagined death)from Husbands, Parents, and all friends 
elſe, ſhe being ſo apply wonne into his owne poſſefſion. Yer ho- 
neſty not onely ouer-{wayedthe heate of defire , which inmany 
men is violent and immoderate : but with a bountifull and liberall 
ſoule,that which he coueted beyond allhopes elſe, and had within 
his owne command, he freely gaue away. Belecue me ( bright 
Beauties)not any of theorher(inatrueand vnpartiall iudgement) 


are worthy to beequalled withthis,or ſtiled by the name of mag- 
nificent actions. | 


ores: _ -».. Madame 
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Madame Dianora, theWife of Signior Gilberto, being immodeſtly 
affetted by Signior Anſaldo , to free her ſelfe from hus tedious im- 
portunity,ſbe appointed him to op any (in her iudgement ) an alt 
of impoſsibility ; namely,to giue her a Garden, as plentifully ſtored 
with fragrant Flowers in lanuary,as in the flouriſhing moneth of 
May. Anſfaldo, by meanes of a bond which he made toa Magitt- 
an, performed her requeſt. Signior Gilberto , the Ladyes Hus- 
band, gaue conſent, that his Wife ſhould fulfill her promiſe made to 
Anſaldo. Who hearing the bountifull mind of her Husband , re- 


leaſed her of her qe « : And the Magitian likewiſe diſcharged 
Signior Anſaldo,without taking any thing of htm. 


The Fift Nouell. 


Admoniſhing all Ladies and Gentlewomen, that are deſirous to pM: 
ſerue their chaftity,free from all blemiſh and taxation : to make no 


promiſe of yeelaing to any,under 4 compact or conenant how impoſ- 
ſible ſoener 1t may ſeeme to be, 


2KIF Ot any one in all the Company, but exrtolled the worthy 
gT At of Signior Gentile rothe skies; till the King gauc 
SER command to Madame e/ m7llia, that ſhe ſhould follow 

next with her Tale,who boldly ſtepping vp, began inthis order. 
Gracious 
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Gracious Ladies, I thinke there is nonc hcere preſent among vs, 
but (with good reaſon) may maintaine, that Signiour Gentile pi 
formed a magnificent deede : but whoſocuer ſaith, ir is impoſhble 
ro do more; perhapsisignorant in ſuch a&ions, as can and may be 
done, as I mcane to make good vntoyou, by a Noucll not oner- 
longortedious. (1 | Mt | 

The Countrey of Frerali#m, betterknowne by the name of Fo: 
rum Tuly; although it befubie& co much cold, yet it ispleaſant , in 
regard of many goodlyMountaines, Riuers, and cleare running 
Springs, wherewithitis not meanlyſtored. Within thoſe Territo- 
ries, is a City called Ydina, where ſometime liued a faire and No- 
ble Lady, named Madame Dzanora, Wife to a rich and wootthie 
Knight, called Signior Gzlberto, a man of very great fame and me* 
rite. | 

This beautiful Lady, beeing very modeſt and vertuouſ] yincli- 
ncd, was highly aft-&edby a Noble Baron ofthoſe parts, tearmed 
by the nameot Signior Anſaldo Gradenſe, a man of very prear ſpirit, 
bountifull, aRtiue in Armes, and yer very affable and courteous, 
which cauſed him tobethebetter reſpeRed. His loueto this Lady 
was extraordinary, hardly to bec contained within any moderate 
compaſle, ſtriuing to bee-inlike manner affeQed of her : rovvhich 
end, ſhe wanted no daily ſolicitings, Letters, Ambaſſagesand Loue- 
rokens, all prouing to no purpoſe. 

This vertuous Lady, being wearied with his often temptations; 
and ſeeing, that by denying whatſocuer he demanded,yer he wol 
not giue ouer his ſuite, but ſo muchthe moreimportunatly ſtil pur- 
ſucd her : began to bethinke herſelfe, how ſhe might beſt be rid of 
him, by impoſing ſomeſuch taske vpon him, as ſhould bee impoſh- 
ble(in her opinion) for him to cfte&. Anolde woman, whom hee 
imployed for his cominual meſſenger to her, asſhee came one day 
about her ordinary errand, with her ſhe communed in this manner. 
Good woman (quorh ſhe)thou haſt ſo often aſſured me, thar Sig- 
nior Anſaldoloucth me aboue all other Women inthe world, of 
ring me wonderfull giftsand preſentsin hisname, which I haue al- 
wayes refuſed, and ſo ſtil wil do, inregardT am notro be woon by* 
any ſuch allurcments : yetifI could be ſoundly perſwaded,thathis 
affeion tsauſwerable tothy peremprory proteſations, I ſhoulde 
(perhaps) bethe ſooner wonne, to liſtents bis ſuite in milderman- 
ner, then hitherto I hauedotic. VWherefore,if he wil giue me affu- 
rance,to perform ſucha buſineſſeasI meanroenioynehim;he ſhall 
theſpecdierhcare berter anſwer from mejand1 wil confirme it with 
mine oath. CAC .t: 3457) NS (44 Se 44 
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hope ;and therefore delired the Lady,co tel hir 
what ſhe wold haue done. Liſten to me wel (anſwerd Madam Dia- 
yor4) che matter which I would haue him to cftcct for me, is ; with- 
outthe wals.of our City , and during the month of Ianuarie nexre 
enſuing, to provide me a Garden, as fairely furniſhed withall kind 
of fragrant flowers, as the flouriſhing month of May can yeelde no 
better. If he benotable to accompliſh thisimpolition,then I com- 
mand him, ncuer hereafter to ſolicite me any more, cither by thee, 
or any other whatſo:uer : for,jf he do unportune me afterward, as 
hitherto I haue concealed his ſecret conſpiring, both from my huf- 
band, and all my friends; fo will I chenlay his diſhoneſt ſuite open 
to the world,that he may receiue puniſhment accordingly,for offc- 
ring to wronga Gentleman in his wite. + 

When Signior A»/a/do heard her demand, and the offer beſide 
thereuppon made him (althoughr ir ſeemed no caſte martrer, bur a 
thing meerly impoſſible to be done) he conſidered aduiledly, that 
ſhe made this motion to no other end, bur onely to bereavic himef 
all his hope, cuer to enioy whatſo carneſtly hee deſired ; neverthe- 
lefle, he would not ſo giue it vererly ouer, but would needs approue 
what could be done. Heereupon, hee ſentanto diuers partes of the 
world.to find out any one that was abletpatuilc him inthis doubt- 
full caſe. In the end,one was broughtto him, who beeing well re- 
compenccd for his paines, by the Art of Nigromancie would vnder 
takero doit. With him Signior Anſaldo cauenanted,binding him- 
{clfe to pay a great ſumme of mony, vpon pertormance of ſo rare a 
deed,awaiting(in hopefull expeation) forthe month of Ianuaries 
comming. | | 

[ebeing come, and the weather then in extreamity of ce 279 
thing bcing coucrced with ice and ſnow, the Magitian preuailed {o 
by his Art, thatafter the Chriſtmas Holy dayes were paſt, ahd the 
Calcnds of Ianuary centred: in one night;.: and without the Cittie 
Wals, the goodlieſt Garden of flowers and fruits, was fodainely 
ſprung vp.,as (in opinion of ſuch as beheld it)neuer was the like ſeen 
before. Now Ladies, I think I necd not demand the queſtion,whe- 
ther Signior, Anſaldo were wel plcaſed,orno,who going to beholde 
ita it moſt plentcouſly ſtored, with al kind of fruit trees, flowers, 
herbes and plants, as noonecould be named, that was wanting in 
this artificiall garden. And hauing gathered ſomeprerty ſtore-of 
them, ſecretly he ſent them to Madam Dearrora,inuiting hur ro come 
ſee her Garden,perfeRed according tocherowne delire, and vppon 
view thercaf,o confellcethe integrity of his loue to herconſidering 
and remembring withall, the promile ſhee had made him vnder ſo- 
Icmanc oath,har ſhe 7" 
; F When 
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When the Lady beheld rhe fruires and flowers, and heard ma- 
ny other thinges re-counted, ſo wonderfully growing in the ſame 
Garden: ſhe began to repent her raſh promiſe made ; yer notwith- 
| ſtanding her repentance, as Women are couetovs to ſee all rarities ; 
{o, accompanied with diuers Ladies and Gentlewomen more, ſhe 
went to ſee the Garden; and having commended it with much ad- 
miration, ſhe returned home againe, the moſt ſorrowfull VVoman 
ascuer liued, conſidering what ſhe had tryed her ſelfeto, for emoy. 
ing this Garden. So exceſſive grew her eriefe and affliftion, that it 
could not be {o clouded or concealed : but her Husband tooke no- 
rice of it, and would needs vnderſtand the occalion thereof. Long 
the Lady(in regard of ſhame and modeſty) fare without returning 
any an{wer; but being in the end conſtrained, ſhe diſcloſdrhe whol 
Hiſtory ro him. 

Arthe firſt, Signior Gilberto waxed exceeding angry, but when 
he further conſidered wirhall, the pure and honeſt intention of his 

Wifcz wiſcly he pacifed his former diſtemper, and (aide. Dranora, 
it is notthe part ofa wiſe and honeſt woman, to lend an care toam- 
baſſages ofſuch immodeſt nature,much lefſe ro compound or make 
5grecment for her honeſty, with any perſon, vnder any condition 
whatſocucr. Thoſe perſwaſions whichthe hearr liſtenethro,by al- 
lurement of the eare, haue greater power then many do imagine,& 
nothing is ſo vneaſic or difficult, but in alouers iudgementit appea- 
reth poſſible. Ill didſt thou therefore firſt of allto liſten, bur worſe 
(afterward) to contra&t. 

But, becauſe I know the purity of thy ſoule, I wil yeelde (to dif- 
oblige thee ofthy promile) as perhaps no wiſe man elſe would do: 
mooued thereto onely by teare of the Magitian, who ſecing Signi- 
or Anſaldo diſpleaſed, becauſethou makeſt a mockage of him z will 
do ſome ſuch violent wrong to vs, as we ſhal be neuer able to reco- 
uer. Wherefore, I would haue thee go to Signior A»ſaldo, andif 
thou canſt (by any meanes) ooraine of him, the ſafe-keepiog ofrhy 
honour, and ful diſcharge of thy promiſe; ir ſhal be an etctnall fame 
to thee, and the crowne of a moſt vitorious conquelt:But if ir muſt 
needs be otherwiſe, lend him thy body onely fot once, but not thy 
wil : for ationscommitred by conſtraint , whereinthe will is n6 
way guilty, arc halte pardonable byrhe neceſſity.” nag 

Madame D#anora, hearing her tsbands words, wepr excedd- 
ingly, and auouched, that ſhee had nor deſcrued MOT efpegal 
prace of him, and therefore ſhe would rather dye, rh@n'd66 it. Ne- 
uertheleſſe, it wasthe wil ofher Husband ro haveſtfo, and thitt- 
fore(againſt her wil) fhe gaue conſtnr. 'The next mtrling, bythe 
breake of day, Diunore atole, and atcirivg her ſelfeitihet very thes- 
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neſt garments,with rwo ſeruingmen before her,and a waiting Wo- 
man following, ſhe went to the lodging of __ Arſaldo, who 
hearing that Madam Dranora was come to vilite him, greatly mer- 
uailed, and beingriſcn,he called the Magitian to him,ſaying. Come 
go with mc,and ſee what cffe& will follow vpon thine Art. And be- 
ing comc into her preſence, without any bale or inordinate appe- 
tice, he did her humble reverence, embracing her honeſtly, and ta- 
king her into a goodly Chamber, where a faire fire was readilic 
PRyDs cauſing herto ſit downe by bim, heſayde vnto heras tol- 
owerh. 

Madam, I humbly intreat you to refolue me,if the affeAtion I haue 
longtime borne you, and yet do ſtil, deſerueany recompenceat all: 
you would bc pleaſed then ro tel me truly, the occaſion of your in- 
ſtant comming hither, and thus attended as you are. Dzanora,blu- 
ſbing with modeſt ſhame,and the tcarestrickling mainly down her 
fairecheckes, thus anſwered. Signior Anſalde, not forany Louc I 
bearc you, or care of my faithfull promiſe made to you, bur onely 
by the command of my husband (who relpe&ing more the paynes 
andtrauels of your inordinarc louc, then his owne reputation and 
honor.or minc;) hath cauſed me to come hither : and by vertue of 
his command, am rcady(for onceonely)to fulfill your pleaſure,bur 
far from any will or conſent in my ſelte. It Signior Anſaldo were a- 
baſhed art the firſt, hee began now co be more confounded with ad- 
miration, when he heard the Lady ſpeake in ſuch ſtrange manner: & 
being much moued with the liberall command of her husband, he 
began to alter his inflamed heate,int9 moſt honourable reſpe& and | 
compaſſon, returning her this anſwer, 

Moſt noble Lady, the Gods forbid (if it be ſo as you hauc ſayd) 
that I ſhould (Villain-like) ſoile the honour of him, that takes ſuch 
vavſuall compaſſion of my vachaſte appetite. And therctore,you 
may remaine heere ſo long as you plcaſe, in no other condition, but 
as minc owne naturall borne Siſter , and likewiſe, you may Cepart 
freely when you wall : conditionally, that (on my bchalfe;you ren- 
der ſuch thankes to your husband,as you thinke conuenient for his 

eat bounty towards me, accounting me for cuer heereaftet,as his 
Foyall Brother and faithfullſeruant. Dianora having well oblerued 
his anſwer, her heart being ready to mount out at her mouth vvith 
ioy,(aid. Allthe world could neuer make mce belecue (conſidering 
your honourable minde and honeſty) that it would happen other- 
wiſe to ime, then now it hath done; for which noble courteſic, I will 
continually remaine obliged to you. So, taking her leauc,ſhe retur- 
ned home honorably attended to her husband,and relatingto him 


what had happened, it proucd the occaſion of begerting intire loue 
and 
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and friendſhip, betweene himlelfe and the Noble Lord Anſalds. 

Now concerning theskilfull Magitian, ro whom A4»ſa/do meant 
ro giucthe bountifull recompence agreed on berweene them , hee 
haning ſeene the ſtrange liberalicy, which the husband expreſſed to 
Signior Anſaldo, and that of Anſaldp ro the Lady, hee preſently 
| ſajde. Great Jupzter ſtrike me dead with thunder, having my ſelte 
ſcene a husband fo liberall of his honour, and you Sirof true noble 
kindnefſc,itI ſhould nor be the like of my recompence : for,percei- 
uingit to be ſo worthily imployed, I am well contented that you 
ſhal keepeit. The Noble Lord was modeſtly alham: d, and ſtroue 
(ſo much as in him lay) rhat he ſhould rake all, or the greater part 
thereof: but ſeeing he laboured meerly in vaine, after the third day 
- waspaſlt, and rhe Magitian had deſtroycdrhe Garden againc, hee 
gaue him free liberty to depart, quite controlling all fond and 
vnchaſte affetion in himſelfe, either towards Dianora, or any La- 
dy clſc, andlining (cuer after) as belt becommeth any Nobleman 
to do. | 

VV hat ſay you now Ladies ? Shal wee make any account of the 
woman wel-neeredead, and the kindnefſegrowne cold in Signiour 
Gentile, by lofle of his former hopes, comparing them with the 1i- 
berality of Signior 4»ſelds, affefting more feruently, theneucr the 
other did ? And being (beyond hope) poſſeſſed of the booty,which 
(aboucallthings elſe inthe world) hemoſtdeſired to haue, to pare 
with je mcerly in fond compaſſion ? I proteſt(in my he 
one is no way comparable to the ether; that of Genrile, with this laſt 
of Signior Anſa/ao. wk, © 
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Pitoriow King Charles, ſirnamed the Aged, and firſt of that Npme, 
fell in lone with a yong Maiden, named Geneuera, daughter to an 
ancient Knight, called Signior Neri degli Vberti. And waxing 4- 
ſhamed of his amorous #ohh, cauſed both Geneuera, and her fayre 
re Lſotta, t6 be 1oyned in marriage with two Noble Gentlemen , 
the one named Signior Mafſtco da Palizzi, and the other, Signior 
Guliclmo dclla Magna. 

The Sixt Nouel|. 

Sufficiently declaring, that how mighty ſoeuer the power of Loue & : 
yet 4 magnanimo: and truly generows heart, it can by no meanes 
fully conquer, 


The Tenth Do, 


tl. — —— —— — — ee NS 


_ —  ———— _—T——_— 


2 
” _ 2 _ 
% —_ mm—_—_—_ 
_ —_ —_— 

CET == —_ _ 
T —_ 51 = 
£47 —_— 

ee eee 


VHUDEED 17 | MAB VA HL LE ME A TS RAB HHS 
= 


—_—. 


AMEP Ho is ableto cxpreſle ingeniouſly , the diuerlity of opini- 
ons, which hapned among the Ladies, in cenſ{uring on the 
.C at of Madame Dzarora, and which of them was moſt li- 
bcrall, cither Sig nor Gilbertothe Husband, Lord Anſalao theim- 
portunate ſuiter, or the Magitian, expeRing to bee bountifully re- 
warded. Surely, itis a matter beyond my capacity : but after the 
King had permitted their diſputation a long while, looking on Ma- 
dam Fi4ammetta, he commanded that ſhe ſhould report her Nouel 
to make an end of their controuerſic; and ſhe (withoutany further 
delaying)thus began. I did alwaics (Noble Ladics) hold it fit and 
decent, that in ſuch an aflembly as this of ours is, eucry one ought 

ro 
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to ſpeakeſo fuccintly and plainly: that the obſcure vnderſtanding, 
ing the matters ſpoken of, ſhould haue no caufe'of iſpir, 
tion. For Fiputes do much berterbecome the Coltedges of Schol. 
ters, then tobe among vs, who hatdly can thanage'our Diſtaues or 
Samplers. Arid therefoteT, docintend'to relate ſomething, which 
(peraduentur=)might appearedoubtfull : will forbeare (ſeeing you 
4n ſucha difference, for that whicihath binſpoken alreadie) ro vſc 
any difficult diſcourſe; but will ſpeake of one, a man of no meane 
ranke or qualivy,being both a valtantand vertuous King, and whar 
hedid, without any impeach or blemiſhto his honor. 

I make no doubr,but you haucoftetrheard report,of king Charls 
the Aged, and firſt of rharname, by reaſon of his magnificent cn- 
rerpriles, as alſo his moſt glorious viſtory,which heobtaind againſt 
King Marfred, when the Ghrbellines were expulſed foorth of Fle- 
rence, ind the Guelphes returned thither againe . By which occafi- 
on, an ancient knight, named Signior Neri deg: Yoert: ; forfaking 
thenthe City,withall his family and great ſtore of wealth, woulde 
live vnder any other obedience,then the awfulpoweror command 
of King Charles. And couctingto be in ſome ney place,where 
he might finiſh rhe remainder of his dayes in peace, he went ro Ca- 
ftello da Mare; where,abouta Bow ſhoote diſtance from allother 
dwelling houſes, hee bought a parcel of ground, plentifully ſtored 
with variery of Trees, bearing Oliues, Cheſnuts,Orenges, Lemons 
Pomcitrons,and other excellent frurages,wherewith the Countr 
flouritheth abundantly. Therc he built a very faire and commod1- 
ous houſe,and planted(cloſe by it)a pleaſant Garden,in the middit 
whereof, becauſe he had great plenty of water : according as other 
men vſe to de,beingin the like caſeſo wel prouided ; he madea ve- 
ry goodly Pond, which forthwith had all kinde of Fiſh ſwimming 
in 1t, it bcing his daily care and endeuour, to tend his Garden, and 
encreaſe his Fiſh-pond, 

It fortuned, that King Charles (in the Summertime) for his plea- 
ſure and recreation, went to repoſe himſelfe (for ſome certaynec 
dayes) at Caſtello de Mare, where having heard report of the beau- 
tic and {ingularitie of Signiour Neries Garden ; hee grew very de- 
firous to ſee ir. But when he ynderſtoode ro whome it belonged, 
then heentredinto conſideration with himſelfe, that hee was an an- 
cient Knight, maintaining a contrarie fation to his : whereforc, he 
thought it fir to pocein ſome familiar manner, and with no trayne 
attending on him. Wherupon he ſent him word, that he wold come 
to viſit him, with foure Gentlemen onely in his companic,meanim 
eo ſup with him in his Garden the next night cnſuing . The newes 
was very welcome to Signior Neri,who took order in coſtly "wr 
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for all things to bee done, entertaining the King moſt ioyfully into 
his beautifull Garden. "FO 

Whenthe King had ſuruaycd all,and the houſe likewiſe,he com- 
mendedir beyond all other compariſon, and the Tables being pla- 
ced by the Ponds ſide,he waſhed his hands cherin.$& then ſat down 
at thc cable, commanding the Count, \Sir Guy de Montforte (who 
was one of them which came in his company) to litre downe by 
him, and Signior Ner: on his other ſide. As for the otherthree of 
the traine, hee commaunded them to attend on his feruice, as Sig- 
nior Neri had giucn order . There wanted no exquilite V iandes 
and excellent Vines, all performed in molt decent manner, and 
without the leaſt no:(c or diſturbance, whereinthe King tooke no 
little delight. 

Feeding thus inthis contented manner, and facying the ſolitude 
ofthe place : ſodainly centred into the garden, two yong Damolels, 
each aged about ſome fifrecne yeares, their haire reſembling wyars 
of Gold, and curioully curled, hauing Chaplets (madelike prouin- 
ciall Crownes) on their heades, and their delicate faces, expreſſing 
them to be rather Angels, thca mortall creatures, ſuch was the ap- 
pearance of their admired beauty, Their vader-garments were of 
coltly Silke, yet white as the fineſt ſnow, framed (from rhe girdle 
vpward)cloſcto their bodies,but ſpreading largely downward, like 
the extendure of a Pauillion,and lo deſcendingro the feet. She thar 
turſt came 1n ſizht,caricd on her ſhoulder a couple of hihing Netts, 
which ſhe held faſt with her lefrhand, and in the 11ghr ſhe carryed a 
lon? ſtaffe. The other following her. had on herletr ſhoulder a Fry- 
ing-pan,and vnderthe ſame arme a (mall Faggot of woodde,with a 
Treuitin her hand ; andinthe othcr hand a pot of Oyle, asallo a 
brand of tire flaming. 

Noſooner did the King behold them, bur he greatly wondered 
what they ſhould be ; and, without vttering oneword, attended to 
liſten what they wold ſay.Boththe yong d.imoſcls,whcn they were 
come before the King, with modeſt and baſhtull geſture, rhey per- 
formed very humble reucrenceto him,and goingto the place of en- 
rranceintothe Pond, ſhe who held the Treuit, ſcrit downe onthe 
ground, with the other things alſo ; and taking the ſtafte which the 
other Damoſell carricd : they both went into the Pond, the water 
whereof rcached ſo high as to their boſomes. One of the Scruants 
eo Signior Neyz, preſently kindled the fire, ſerting the Treuit our 
it, and putting Oyle into the Frying-panne, held it vppon the Tre- 
uit, awaiting vnrtill the Damoſels ſhould caſt him vppe Fiſh. One 
of chem did beatc a place withthe ſtaffe, where ſhe was aſſured of 
the Fiſhcs reſort, and the orher hadde lodged the Nets fo conue- 
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nicntly as they quickly caught great ſtore of Fiſh,tothe Kings high 
contentment,who obſcrued their behauiour very reſpciuely. 

As the Fiſhes werethrawae vp tothe ſeruant,aliue as they were, 
hetooke the beſt and faireſt of them, and brought them to the 
FTablc,where they skipt and mounted before the King, Count Guy 
de Montfort andthe Father: ſome leaping fromthe Tabl- into the 
Pond againe,and others,the King(ina plealing humor r)voluntar- 
ly threw backeto the Damoſels. Iecſting and porting in this mun- 
ner,till the ſeruant had dreſt diuers of them in Ge order , and 
ſcrued them to the Table,according as Signior Ners had ordained. 
When the Damoſels ſaw the Fiſhes ſeruice performed,and Percci- 
ved thatthey had fiſhed ſufficiently: they came forth of the water, 
their garments then (being wet)hanging cloſe about them, euen as 
if they hid no part of their bodics. Each hauing takenthoſe things 
againe,which at firſt they brought with them,andfaluting the king 
in like humility as they did before, returned hometo the manſjon 
houle. 

The King and Count likewife,as alſothe other attending Gentlc. 
men,hauing duely conſidered the behauior ofthe ow Fg com- 
mended extraordinarily their beauty and faire feature, with thoſe 
other perfetions of Nature ſo glorioully ſhining in them, But(be- 
yondall the reſt) the King was boundleſſein his praiſes giuen of 
them,hauing obſerued their going intothe water, the equall carri- 
agethere of them both,their comming forth, and gracious demea- 
norattheir departing(yer neither knowing of whence,or what the 
were) he felt his affection very violently flamed,and grew into (.. > 
anamourous deſire to them both , not knowing which of them 
pleaſed him moſt, they fo choilcly reſembled one another inall 
things. 

Bur after he had dwelt long enough vpontheſc thoughts, he tur- 
ned him ſelfe to Signior Nerz,and demanded of him, what Damo- 
ſels they were. Sir (anſwered Neri) they 2re my Daughters, both 
brought into the world at one birth, and Twinnes, the one 
being named Gerewera the faire, and the other 7ſotra the amiable. 
The King began againe to commendrthem both, and gaue him ad- 
uiſe to pet them both married : wherein he excuſed himſelfe, al- 
leadging,thathe wanted power to doe it. Arthe fametime inſtant, 
no other ſeruice remaining to be broughtto the table,except Fruit 
and Cheeſe,the rwo Damoſels returned againe, atryred in goodly 
Roabcs of Carnation Sartin;formed after the Turkiſh faſhion,car- 
rying rwo fayre Siluer diſhes in their hands,filled with divers deb- 
cate Fruies , ſuchas the ſeaſon then afforded, ſetting them on the 


Table beforethe King. Which being done, Tn ne 
acke- 
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backeward,and with fweet melodious voyces, ſung a ditry , begin- 
ning inthis manner. is 
Where Lowe preſumeth into place: 
Let no one ſing in Loues diſer ace. 

So ſweet and pleaſing ſeemed the Song to the = (who tooke 
no ſmall delighr,both ro heare and behold the Damolſels) cuen as if 
all the Hirarchies of Angels,were deſcended from the Heauens to 
ſing before him. No ſooner was the Song ended, bnt (humbly on 
theirknees) they craucd fauour of the King for their departing. 
Now,although their departure was greatly grieuing to him, yet(in 
outward appearance)he ſcemed willing to grant it. 

When Supper was concluded, and the King and his Company 
remounted on horſcbacke : thankefully departing from Signior 
Neri,the King returned to his lodging, concealing there cloſely his 
affeftionto himſelfe,and whatſocuer important affaires happened: 
yet hecould not forget the beauty,& gracious behawour of Geneve. 
ra the faire (for whoſe ſake heloued her Siſter likewiſe) but became 
{o linked to her in vehement maner,as he had no power to think on 
any thing elſe. Pretending other vrgent occaſions, he fell into 
prear familiarity with Signior Ner, viſiting very often his goodly 
Garden ; onely to ſee his faire Daughter Genenera , the Adamant 
which drew himthither. 

W hen he felt hisamoutous aſſaults,to exced all power of lon- 
ger {ufferance : he reſolued determinately with himſelſe, ( being 
vnprouided of any better meancs) ro take her away from her Fa- 
ther, andnotonely ſhe, but her Siſter alſo; diſcoucring both his 
loueand intent to Count Guy de Montforte,who being a very wor- 
thy and vertuous Lord,and mect to be a Counſeller for a King, de- 
liucred [11s mind inthis manner. Et 

Gracious Lord, Iwonder not a littleat your ſpeeches, and ſo 
much the greater is my admiratio,becauſe no ma els can be ſubieR 
ro the like,inregardT haue knowne you from thetime of your in. 
fancy;euento this inſtant houre, andalwaycs your carriage to bee 
oneand theſame. I could neuer perceiue in your yourhfull dayes 
(when loue ſhould haue the greateſt meanes to aflaile you)any ſuch 
oppreſling paſſions : which is now the more nouell and ſtrangeto 
me,to hearc it but ſaid, that you being old, and called the Aged ; 
ſhould be growne amorous,ſurcly to me it ſeemeth a miracle. Andl 
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if it appertained to meto reprehend you inthis caſe, I know well c- 
nough what I could ſay. Confidering,you haue yer your Armour 
on your backe,in a Kiugdome aewly conquered, amonga Nation 
not knowne to you,full of falſchoods, breaches,and treaſons ; all 
which are no meane moriues to careand needfull reſpect, Bur ha- 
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{rious affaires ; can you giue way tothe idle ſuggeſtions of Louc * 
Belceue me Sir,it isnoact becomming a magnanimious Kino : but 
carher the giddy folly ofa young braine, = £ 

Moreouer you ſay(which moſt of all I miſlike) that you intend 
70 rake the two Virgines from the Knight, who hath giuen you en- 
ecrtainment in his houſe beyond his ability, and to teſtific how 
much he honoured you, he ſuffered you to haue alight of them, 
meercly(almoſt)in a naked mannet : witneſſing thcreby,what COn- 
ſtant fairh he repoled in you,belecuing verily, that you were a juſt 
King,andnota ravenous Woolte, Hauc you ſo ſoone forgor, that 
the rapes and violent aCtions,done by King Manfred to harmclcflt 
Ladies, made your onely way of entrance into this Kingdome ? 
What treaſon was euercommitted , more worthy of crernall pu- 
niſhmenr,then this will bein you : to take away from him ( who 

athfo highly honoured you) his chicfcſt hope and conlolation : 
\Vhat will be laid by all men,if you doe it * 

Peraduenture you thinke,jit will be a ſufficient excuſe for you, to 
fay : I did it, in regard hee was a Ghzbelline, Can you imaginethis 
ro bc 1uſtice ina King, thatſuch as get into their poſſeſſion in this 
manner (whatſoeuer it be ) ought to vſe it inthis fort « Let metell 
you Sir, it wasa moſt worthy victory for you, ro conquer King 
Manfred : but iris farre more famous vitory, for a manto con- 
oucr hinfelfe. You thertore,who are ordained to corre vices in 
2&2 men,[carne f5-{t ro ſubdue them in yourſclte , and (by bride- 
i:ng this inordinate appetite) {-tnot ato: leblemith on ſo fairea 
fame.as willbe honourto youto preſerucſpotleſle. 

Th-te words pierced the heart of the Kingdeepely, and (© 
much the more aMlited him , becauſe he knew them to be moſt 
truc : wherefore, after hc had ventred a very vehement {igh.thus he 
replyed. Belccue menoble Count, there 15 not any enemy, how 
ſtrong ſocuer he be,bur T hold him weake and caſte to be vanquith- 
ed,by him who is Skilfull in the warre, wherea man may learne to 
conquere his owneappetite. But becauſe he ſhall find ita labori- 
ous taske, requiring ineſtimable ſtrength and courag? : your words 
haue ſo touchrt me to the quicke, that it becommeth meto lct you 
effectually perceive (and within the compaſle of few dayes ) that as 
I hauelearnedto conquer others,ſo Iam not ignorant,in exprefſing 
the like power vpon my ſelfe. : 
 Hauingthus ſpoken,within ſome few dayes after, the King be- 
ing returned to Naples, he determined, as well to free himſelf from 
any the like enſuing follie,as alſo to recompence Stgntor Nez , fot 


the preat kindnefſe he had ſhewne to him ( although it was a _ 
culr 
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uing now wone alittleleilure, toreſt your ſelfea while {rom ſuch 
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cultthing,to ler another enioy what herather defired for him{clt;) 
to haue the two D2molels married, notasthe Daughters of Signi. 
or Nert,but cuenasit they were his owne. And by conſent ot ine 
Father,he gauc Genenera the faire, to Signior Maffeo da Palizz, 
and Iſo:tathe amuable,to Signior Gu/zelmo della Magna,two Noble 
Knights and honourable Barons. After he had thus giu-nthem in 
marriazec,in ſad mourning he departed thence into Aprglia, where 
by following worthy and honourable actions, he ſo well ouercame 
all inordinarte appetites : that ſhaking oft the enthralling fetrers of 
loue,he liucd free from all paſſions, the reſt of his life time,and dy- 
cd asan honourable King. 

Some perhaps will fay,it was a ſmall matter fora King,to giuea- 
way rwo Damoſels in marriage,and I contefle it : but I maintaine 
ir to be grear,and more then great, if weſay, that a King, being fo 
earncitly enamoured as this King was 3 ſhould giue her away to 
another,vhom he ſo dearely aftc&tcd himlcfe , without recciuing 
(in reco:mpence of his afte&tion)lſo much as a leaffe, Aowre, or the 
leaſt fruir oi loue. Yet ſuch was the vertue of this magnificent 
King,exprefled in ſo Inghly recompencing the noble Knights cour- 
teſie, honouring the two daughters {o royally, and conquering his 
owneatfeions ſo vertuouſly. 


— 


Liſana, the Daughter of a Florentive Apothecary named Bernardo 
Puccino,berng at Palermo,and ſeeing Picro, King of Aragon run 
at the Tilt: fell ſo affettronately enamored of him that ſhelan Tuiſh* 
in anextreame and long ſickeneſ/e.- By her owne deuiſe.and means 
of a Sons,ſung in the hearing of the King : he vouchſafed to viſite 
her, 4nd giuing her a kiſſe, terming himſelfe alſo to bee her Knight 
for euer after, hee howourably beſtowed her in marriage on 4 young 


Gentleman, whowas called Perdicano, and gaue him liberal eF. 
dowments with her, 


The Seuenth Nouell. 


Wherein s couertly giuente vnderſtand, that howſoeuer a Prince 
may make wſe of hy abſolute power and authority, towards Maides 
or Wines that are hy Subiedts : yet he ought to deny and vet all 


things, 45 ſhall make him forgetful of hrmſelfe , and his true ho- 
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dame Fiammetta being come tothe end of her Nouell, 
and the great magnificenceof King Charles much com - 
mended ( howbeir,ſome of the Company, affecting the 


Ghibell;neg 
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Ghibelline ation, were otherwiſe minded) Madame Pampinea , by 
order giuenfrom the King,began in this manner. 


Ther? is no man of go0d vnderſtanding(honourable Ladies)bur 
will maintaine what you hate 11d of victorious Charles, except 
ſuch as cannot with wellro any. Bt becauſe my memory hath 
inſtantly informed me,of an action (pertaps)no lefle commenda- 
ble then ti1is,done by an enemy ot the ſatd king Chazles , and ro 3 
yong Maiden of our City, Lamthe more willing torelate ir, ypon 
your oentle attention youchlated,as hitherto it hath been court; - 
ill rt, 

Attuch time as the French were drinen out of $7c:{ie., ther- 
dwelt at Palermo a Florentine Apothecary , named Bernardo Puc- 
c;a0,4 man of good wealth and reputation, who had by his W itc 
one onely Daughter, of marriageable yearcs, and very beauritull, 
Piero,King of Arrazon,bcing then become Lord of that Kingdom. 
he made an admiraizle Feaſt Royall at Palermo,accompanyed with 
his Lords and Barons. In honour of wizich pubiique Feaſt, the 
King kept atriumphall day (of Tufts and Turnament) at Catalana, 
and whcreat it chanced,that the Daughter of Ber2aruo , named Li- 
ſana,was preſent. Being in a window , accoinpanied with other 
Gentlewomen,ſhe ſaw the King runneat the Tilt, who ſeemed {© 
eoodly a perionin her eye; that being neucr ſatisfied with behol. 
ding him,the grew enamourcd,and fell into extremity of atiction 
towards him, 

When the Feaſtiuall was ended, ſhe dwelling inthe houſe of her 
Father , it was impoſſible for herto thinke on any thing elſe, bur 
onely the loue , which ſhe had fixed ona per{on of ſuch height. 
Andthat which moſt tormented her inthis caſe , was the know- 
I-dege of her owne condition, b*ing but meanc and humble in de- 
oree z whereby ſhe confeſled, near) could not hope for any ſuc- 
ceſicfull iſſue of her proud loue. Neuertheleſle, ſhe would. nor re- 
traincfrom affecting the King , who taking no note of this kind. 
neſſe in her, by any perceiuable mcanes ; muſt needs be the more 
regardles,which procured (by wary obſeruation ) her afflictionsto 
dethe greater and intolerable. 

\Vhereon it came to paſſe, thatthis earneſt lone encreaſing in 
h:r more andmore, and one melancholly conceit taking hold on 
2nothor : the faire Maide,when ſhe could bcarcthe burden oft her 
griefe no longer , fell into a languiſhing ſickeneſſe, conſuming a- 
way daily by enident appearance ) cuen as the Snow melteth by 
the warme beamecs of the Sunnc. 

The Father and Mother, aa yed and diſpleaſed Os 
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this hapleſle accident, applying her with continuall comforts, Phi. 
ſicke,andthe beſt skillremayning inall the Phiſitions , ſought all 
poſſible meancs wayes to giue her ſuccour : but all proued to no ef. 
fect,becauſe in regard of her choyce ( which could ſort to none 
other then a deſper ate end){he was deftrous to liue no longer, Now 
it fortun:d, that herparents offcring her whatſoeuer remained in 
their power to performe,a ſudden apprehen(ion entred her minde, 
ro wit,that(if it might poſſible be done)before ſhe dyed,ſhe would 
firſt haue the King to know, in what manner ſhe ſtood affectedro 
him. VWherefore,one day (he entreatedher Father,that a Gentle- 
man,named Manutio de Arezza, might be permitted rocome ſee 
her. This Manatio was(inthole times) held to bea molt excellent 
Muſitian,both for his voyce in {inging, and exquilite skill in play- 
ine on Inſtruments,for which he was highly in fauour with Kin 
Prero,who made (almoſt) daily vic of him, to hcarc him both ling 
and play. 

Her rendcrand louing father conceived unmediately, that ſhee 
was def1.ous to heare his playing and finging, bothbeing comfor- 
table to a body ina languiſhing ſickeneſſe, whereupon, he ſent pre- 
ſemtly for th: Gentleman,who came accordingly, and atter he had 
comforted Lrſana with kind and courteous ſpeeches; he played 
dexteriouſly on his Lute, which purpoſely hee had brought with 
him, and likewiſe hceſung diucrs excellent Ditries, which inſtcd of 
his intend-d conlolation to the Maid,did nothing elſe but encreaſe 
her fire and flame, 

Attcrv. ard,the requeſted to haue ſome conference with Manu- 
tio alone, and curry one being gone torth of the Chamber, ſhe 
ſpake vato him in tins manner. 

Manutio,] hauc made choyce of thee,to be the faithfull Guardian 
of an e{pccial ſecret, hoping hrlt ot al, thatthou wilt neuer rcucale it 
to any living body , but oncly to him whom I ſhall bid thee : And 
1. xt,to hclpc me {o much as potlibly thou canſt, becauſe my onely 
hope relycthin thee, Know then my deareſt friend Aanurie, that 
onthe lolcmne tcſtiuallday,when our Soucraigne Lord the King 
honourcd h1s cxaltation, with thenoble excrcilcs of Tilt and Tur- 
acy ; his brauc bechautour kindled {uch a fparke in my foule,as {1nce 
brake torth into a violent flame,and trought mero this weyke con- 
dition a5 now thouleeſt. Burt knowing and contcfling , how farre 
vnbelceming my loue is, to aime ſoambitiouſly ata King, and be- 
ing vnableto controuleit, orinthelcaſt manner to diminiſh it : 
I hauc made choyce of the onely and beſt remedy of all, namely, 
rodyc,and fo 1 am moſt willing ro doe. 

True itis,that 1 ſhall trauaile 1n this niy lateſt tourney, with end- 
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(ce rorment and atHiction of ſoule, excepr hehaveſome vader- 
.ndingrhercofbetore,andnorknowing by whom r5 glue him in- 
ccll1gcnce,inſo oft and conuenient order;as by the tÞ dos there- 
fore commutrthis laitofhce ofa friend why traſt, defiring thee,no: 
ro refute mc in the pertormance thereof. And when thou haſt 
don: 1t, to let me vnderitand what he {2ith , that Imay dve the 
more contentedly,and diſhyricncd ot io hecvy an oppretiion, the 
onely comtorttoa parting ipir:: : 2nd {o ſhe cented, her reares low- 

ing forth «bund:;m1 |! 
exnutro die nota lintle wonder atthe Maides great ſpirit, and 
nor defporite ret0!utton, which moucd him to exceeding commi- 
(cr.1102, 2nd ſuddenly he conceiued, that honeRly he might dif 
charge ris quty tor her, whereupon, he returned her this an{wer. 
Liſta,herc ll engage my faith to rhee,that thou (halt find me tirme 
and conitanr,and deI will, rather rhen deceiue thee. Greatly I doe 
commend thy high attempt, in fixing thy affectionon ſo Potent 
a King,vnercinT offer thee my vimols atiiftance : and I make no 
dou thou wouldeſt be of go0d comfort) to deale in ſuch fort. 
as,betorc three days are tully pait,to bring {ſuch newes as will con- 
t-ntthce,ond becaute Tam loath to loote the leaſt time, I will goc a- 
bout it preſently. Liſanathe yong Maiden, once againe entrexted 
| {1:5 care and diligence, promiſing tro comfort her {clte ſo well as ſhe 
could,commending him to his goodfortune, When Manutiowas 
gon? from her, hee went to a Gentleman , named A7zco de 
$/e1n4,0nc of thebeſt Poets inthe compoling of verles, as all thoſe 
parts yeclded notthe like, At his requeſt, Arco made for him this 

en{uing Dittic. 


| The Song ſung 1n rac hearing of 


| King Pero, on the behalfe of Loue- 
licke Liſana, 


Goe Loue,and tell the torments 1 endure, 
Say to my Soueraigne Lord,that I mujt die 
Except he come, ſome comfort to procnre, 
For tell I may not what I feele,aud why. 


\ VA T 1th heaued hands Great Loue,I call to thee, 
Goe ſee my Sourrargne,where he doth abide, 
S+-43 And 
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And ſay to him. in what extremity, 
Thou haſt (fo him ) my firm affettion tryed. 
To de for him gt u my ſole deſure, 
For live with him I may not nor aſpire, 
To haue my fortunes thereby dignified, | 
Onely hu ſight would lend me life a while : 
Grant it (great loue) mine anguiſh to beeuile. | 
Goe lone and tell the torments,e7c. 
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Since the firſt houre that loue enthralled me, 
Inener had the heart ,to tell my eriefe, 
My thoughts aid ſpeake,for thoughts be alwayes free, 
Yet hopefull thoughts doe find but poore reliefe. 
When Gnats will mount to Eazles in the ayre, 
Alas | they ſcorne them, for full well they know, 
They were not bred to prey ſo baſe and low, 
Aloft they look,to make their flight more faire. 
And yet hs ſight would lend me life awhile : 
Grant it( great loue\mine anguiſh to beguile. 
Goe loue, and tell the torments.,C*c. 


If ſieht ſhall be denyed,then tell them plaine, 

His high triumphall day procurd my death, <F 
The Launce that won him Honour hath me ſlaine, | 
For inſtantly it did bercaue my breath. 

That ſpeake I could not nor durſt be ſo bold, 
To make the Ayre acquainted with my woe : 
Alas \ 1 lookt ſo high,and doms ſo, 

Iuſily deſerue ” death to be controld. 

Yet mercies ſight would lend melife a while, 
Grant it( great loge ) mine anguiſh to beouile, 


Goe loue,and tell the torments I endure. 
Say to my Soueraiene Lord,that 1 muſt die: 
Except he come,ſome comfort to procure, 
For tell I may not what I feele,and why. 


The lines contained inthis Ditty, Manutio fitred with noates ſo 
moouing and ſingularly muſicall,that cuery word had the ſenſible 


motion of life init, where the BOY DOngUs yer)notriſen from the 
Table, he commanded him to vſe both his Lute and voyce. 


This ſeemed a happy opportunity ro Manurro, to fingthedittic 
ſo purpoſely done and deuiſed + which hee delivered in ſuch exccl- 


lent 
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|cnt manner, the voiceand Inftrament concording fo extraordina- 
ry plealing ; that all che perſons then in the Preſence, ſeemed rather 
Starucs, then liuing men, ſo ſtrangely they were wrapt with admi- 
carion, and the King himſelte farrebeyond all thereſt , rranfj ported 
with a rarc kinde ot alteration. 

\When Manntio had ended the Song,the King demanded of him, 
whence this Song came, becauſe he had neuer heard it before 2 M y 

-ACL1OUS Lord, anlwered Marnntio, it muſt needes ſeeme [traungero 
your Mareity, becaulc it is not fully threedayes, ſince it was inucn- 
red, made, and {ctto the note. Then the King asked,whom it con- 
cerned ? Sir (quoth Manutro) Idarenordiſcloſe that to any bur 
onely your {elte. VV hichanſwer made the King much more deli- 
10us, and being riſen fromthe Table , he rooke him into his Bcd- 
chimber, where Manutzo related all at largeto him, according to 
rae truſt repoſed in him. Wherwith the King was wondertully 
well picaled, greatly commending the courage of the Maide, and 
{aid,thita Virgin of ſucha valiant ſpirit, did well deſerve ro haue 
her caſe commulcrared : and commanded him alſo, to goe ( as ſent 
from him\and comfort her,with promiſe,that the very ſame day,in 
tic cucning,he would not faile to come and ſec her. 

Manstio,more then contented,to carry ſuch glad rydings to L:- 
ſana ; without ſtaying in any place, and taking his Lute allo with 
him,went to the Apothecaries houſe , where ſpeaking alone with 
the Maide: he told her what he had done, and afterward ſung the 
ſong to her,in as exccllent manneras he had done before, wherein 
L:{aza conceiued ſuch ioy and contentment , as cuen in the very 
ſame moment,it was obſerued by apparant ſignes, that the violence 
of hcr tits torſooke her,and health began to get the vpper hand of 
them. So,withour ſuffering any one in the houſe ro know it,or by 
the lcaſt meanes to ſuſpeR it ; ſhe comforted her ſelte tillthe euc- 
aing , in expectation of h:r Soueraignes arriuall. 

Pero being a Prince,of moſt liberall and benigne nature, hauing 
afterward diucrs times conſidered on the matters which Manutzo 
had reucaled ro him, knowing alſo the yong Maiden, to bce both 
beautifull and vertuous : was ſo much moucd with picty of her ex- 
tremirie,, as mounting on horſe backe in the cuening, and ſeeming 
as if he rode abroad tor his priuare recreation ; he went direQly to 
the Apothecaries houſe, where deſiring to ſee a goodly garden, ap- 
pertaining then to the Apothecaric, he diſmounted from his horſe. 
Walking into the garden,he began'to queſtion with Bernarao, de- 
maunding him tor his Daughter,and whether he had (as yet) war: 
rycd her,or no 2 My Gracious Lord,anſwered Bernardo,as yer hee 


is not marryed,ncither likely ro bee, in regard ſhee hath had a -= 
an 
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and tedious ſickenefle : bur ſince Dinner time, ſhe is indifſerently 
eaſcd of her former violent paine, which we could not dilcerne the 
like alteration in her,a long while before. 

The King vnderſtood immediately, the reaſon of this {o ſudden 
altcration , andſaid. In good faith Bernardogthe world would ſu- 
Raine a preat maine & imperfeRion,by the iofle of thy faire daugh- 
ter; Wheretore,we will goe our ſelfc in perſon to vilite her. So, with 
ewo of his Lords onely,and the Father, he aſcended to the Maides 
Chamber & being centred, he went to the Beds {1de,where ſhe late, 
ſomewhat railed,in expectation of h15 comming, and takin: herly 
the hand, he ſaid. Faire Zzſana, how commeth this to paſi.? Y ou b- 
ing lo fairc a Virgin, yong,and in the delicacy of your dates,which 
ſhould be the chi*telt comfortto you, will you ſuffer your felteto 
be oucr=awed with lickeneſle ? Let vs intreart you,thar(tor ow {3;c) 
you will be of good comtort,and thereby recouer your h2ali: rhe 
{ooner,cſpecially,when tis requelted by a King, who is ſo! iy to ſee 
ſo bright a beauty licke, and would heipzit, if ir conlilics ji; his 
pIWwer. 

Liſana feeling the rouchof his hand . whom ſheloued abouc all 
things elſc in thc world,althoagha baſbfull bluſh mounted vo int» 
h-r checkcs : yet her heart was feazed with ſucha rapture oi plea- 
ſure,thatſhe thought her ſelterranflared into Paradile, and, ty well 
as ſhe could,rthus the replyed. Great King, by oppoilng bv t<c.bie 
ſtrengrh,againlt a burden of over-poncerous weight, it brcamerthe 
occalion of this gricuous {ickeneſſe : but I hope that the violcuce 
thereof 15 (almolt) already kild , onely Ly this ſoucraignc erty in 
you and doubtleſlc it will cauſe my ſpeedy deliuerance. | hc King 
did beſt vnd. r{tand ti1is ſo well palliared an{were of Lrfizl, which 
as he did much commend, 1a regard of het high aducaiuring ; lo 
he did againe as greatly condemne Fortune, for not makin. her 
more hippy in her birth, x 

So,attcr he had ſtayed there a good while, and giuen her many 
comfortable {peeches, he returned backe ro the Court This hy- 
manity in the King, was reputed a great honour ro the Apornccary 
and his daughter, who(in her owne mind\receiued as wuch iov ind 
contentment thereby , as cucrany wite could haue ot ker owne 
Husband. 

And being alliſted by better hopcs, withina ſhort while after, 
ſhe became recourred, 2nd farre more beautifull(in common ludg- 
ment)then cuer {he was before. 

L:iſana being now inpertc& health,cthe King conſulted with his 


Queene , what mcete recompence he ſhould pratitic her withall, 
for louing andattccting himin ſuch terucnt manner, Vpon a day 
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determined, the King mounting on horſebacke, accom panied with 
many of his cheeteſt Lords and Barons, he rode to the Apotheca- 

ries houſe, where walking in his beautifull Garden , hee called for 
Bernarao and his daughter Liſapa. Inthe meane ſpace, the Queene 

alſo came thither, Royally attended on by her Ladics, and Liſara 
being admitted into their company, they expreficd them(clues ve- 

ry gracious to her. Soone after, the King and the Queene cald Lz- 
{ana, and the King ſpake in this manner to her. 

Faire Virgin, the extraordinary loue which you bareto vs, cal- 
let for as great honour from vs to you , in which reſpeR, itis our 
Royall delire, by one meanes or other to requite your kinde Lone. 
In our opinion, the chicſt honour we can extend to you, is, that be- 
ng of ſufficient yeares for marriage, you would grace vs ſo much, 
as to accept him for your Husb ind, whom we intend to beſtow on 

you.Beſide this further grant from vs, that (nowithſtanding what- 

ſocuer elſe;you ſhall call vs your Knight ; withour coucting any 
thing elſe trom you, for {o great fauour, but only onekifle, and 
ehinke not to beſtow it nicely on a King, but grantitthe rather,be- 
cauſe he begpes it. 

Liſana,w hoſe lookes, were dyed with a vermillian tincture, or 
rather conuerted into a pure maiden bluſh, reputing the Kings de- 
ſire to be her owne, ina low and humbled voyce, thus anſwered. 
My Lord,moſt certaine amT ,thar if it had beene publikely knowne, 
how none but your highnes,might ſerue for me to tixe my loue on, 
I ſhould haue been termed the foole of all fooles: they perhaps be- 
leeuing,that I was forgerfull of my ſelfe, in being ignorant of mine 
owne condition,and much lefſe of yours. But the Godsare my wit- 
neſles(becauſe they know the ſecrets of all hearts) that cuen in the 
very inſtant, when Loves firetooke hold on my yeelding afte&tion: 
I knew youto be a King,and my ſelfe the daughter of poore Bernar- 
dothe Apothecary : hkewiſe,how farre vnhitting it was for me, to 
be ſoambitious in my loucs preſuming. But I am ſure your Maic- 
ſtie doth know(much better then Iam ableto expreſle ) that no one 
becommeth amourous,according to the duty of election, but as the 
appetite (hapeth his courſe, againſt whoſe lawes my ſtrength made 
many reſiſtances, which not preuailing , I preſumed to louc,did,and 
{o for euer ſhall doe,your Mateſtic. 

Now Royall Soueraigne, I muſt necdes conteſle, that ſo ſooneas 
I felt my ſelfe thus wholly conquered by louing you, I reſoluedfor 
cuer after,to make your will minc owne,and therefore, am not one- 
ly willing to accept him for my Husband,whom you ſhall plealero 
appoint, befitting my honor and degree : but if you will hauemero 


live ina flaming fire , my obedience ſhall ſacrihicet ſelfe to Tor. 
wi 
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will, withthe abſolute conformity of mine owne . To ſtile you by 
the name of my Knight, whom I know to be my lawfull King and 
Soueraigne ; you are not ignorant , how farre vnfitting a word that 
were for meto vie: Asallo the kile which you requeltin requitali 
of my loucto youz to theſe two I wil neuer giue conſent, withour 
the Qu7enes molt gracious fauour and licenſe firſt granted. Neuer- 
theleflc, for ſuch admirable benignity vſcd zo me, both by your 
Royallſclfe, and your vertuous Queene : heauen ſhower downe all 
boundleſlc graccs on you both, for it exceederh all merit in me,and 
ſo ſhe ceaſed ſpeaking, in moſt dutitull manner. 

Th: anſwer of L:ſaza pleaſed the Queene exceedingly ,in finding 
hero be ſo wiſe and faire, asthe King himſelf had betore informed 
her : who inſtantly called for her Father and Mother, and knowing 
they would be well pleaſed with wharfoeuer he did ; he called for a 
proper yong Gentleman, but ſomewhat poore, being named Per- 
arcane, and putting certaine Rings into his hand, which he retuſed 
not to recciue,caulcd him there to clpouſe Liſara. To whome the 
King gauc immediately (beſides Chaines and lewels of ine{timable 
valcw, dcliucrcd by the Queene to the Bride) Ceffala and Calatabe- 
{atta,tivo great territories abounding in divers wealthy poſſcfhons, 
ſaying ro Perdicano. Thelc wee giue thee, as a dowry 1n marriage 
with this beautitul! Maid, and greater gifts we will beſtow on thee 
hercaftcr, as we {hal percciue thy loue and kindneſſero her. 

When hc ha.l cnaed theſe words, hee turned to Liſapa, ſayme : 
Heeredoe I trecly giue ouer all further fruirsof your afteion to- 
wards ie, thanking you tor your former loue : ſo taking her head 
beriwcene h15 hands, he killed her faire forhead, which was the vſu- 
all cuſtoinc in thoſe tunes. Perdrcans, the Father and Mother of 
Liſana,and ſhe her lelte hkewile, extraordinarily ioyfull for this fo 
fortunate 2 marriage, zeturncd humble and hearty rhankes bath to 
rc King and Qucene, and (as miny credible Authors doe afhrinc) 
the King kept his promiſe madeto Liſana, becauſe (lo long as he1i- 
ucd he alwaies termed him(elfe by the name of her Knight, andin 
al ations of Chiualry by him vnderraken, henceuer carricd any 0- 
ther deviſe. but {uchas he receined [till from her. 

By this, and diuers other like worthy deeds, not onely did he win 
the hearts of his ſubic&3; but gaue occa(ton to the whole world be- 
11de, torenowne his fame to all ſucceeding poſterity. Whercro(in 
thete more wretched times of ours) tew or none bend the ſway of 
their vnderſtanding : bur rather how to bee crucell and tyrranous 
Lords, and thereby win the hatred oftheir people. 


Sophronja, 
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| Sophronia,thinking hey ſeife 10 be the maried wiſe of Giſh PPuS,w45 
(indeed) the wife of Titus Qiintus Fuluius, & aeparted thence with 
him to Rome.Within awhile after,Giſippus alſo came thither in very 
poore condition,and thinking that he was deſpiſed by Tirus, grew wea« 
ry of his life,and confeſſed that he had murdred a man,with ful intent 
ro ate for the fact. But Titus taking knowledge of him, and aejtring to 
ſaue the life of Gilippus,charged himelf to hane done the bloody deed . 
which the murderer himſel{( {landing then among the multitud e)ſce- 
ing,truly confeſſed the deed. By meanes whereof, all three were delzue- 
redby the Emperor Octauius; ad Titus gane his Siſter in mariage 10 
Gilippus,21umng them alſo the moſt part of his cooas & inheritances. 
Theeight Nouell. 
Declariag,that notwithſtanding the frownes of Fortune , auerſit) 
of occurrences,and contrary accidents happening : yet lone and frend- 
ſh1p on '7ht to ve preciouſly preſerned among men. 
Y this time Madam 7hlomena, at command of the King, 
(Madam Pampryea cealing) prepared to follow next in 
SH order,whereupon thus the began. Wharis it (Gracious 
Ladies) char Kings cannot do(if they liſt) in marrers of greateſt im- 
porrtance,and eſpecially vntoſuch as moſt rhey ſhould declare their 
magnificence? He then thar performe.h what he ought to do, when 
it is within his owne power,doth well. Burit is not ſo much to bee 
admired, neither defcrueth halfe the commendations. as whenone 


. 


man doth good to another,when leaſt ir is expe&ed.,as being our of 


hispower,and yctperformed.In which reſp <t, becauſe you hauc 
ſo cxtolled king P7ero,as appearing nor meanly meritorious im your 
1dgements; I make no doubt but you will be much more pleaſed, 
when the ations of our equals are duly conſidered, and thal para- 
[cl] any of the greateft Kings. Wherefore I purpole ro tell you a 
Nouel,concerning an honorablc curtelic of two worthy tricnds. 
Arſuchtime as Oanizs Ceſar (notas yet named Augnſtus, bur 
only in the office called Tri#muer:) goucrned the Romane Empire, 
there dwelt in Rome a Gentleman,named Publius Luintus Fuluins, 
a man of ſingular vaderſtanding, who having one ſon, called T 27; 
Luintus Fuluins,of towardly yeares and apprehen(ion, [.nt him ro 
Athens tolearne Philoſophy, bur with letters of tamuliar commen- 
dations,to a Noble AthenzianGentleman,named Chremes,being his 
ancient friend,of long acquaintance. This Gentleman lodged 772 


in his owne houſe, as companion to his ſon,named Gi/ippms,borth of 


them ſtudying rogerher,vnder the tutoring of a Philolopher, called 
Ariſtippus, Theſetwo yong Genriemen ling thus in one Citty, 
Houſc,and Schoole, irbred berweenerxhem ſuch a brother-hoode 
and amity, as they could not be ſcucred from one another, but ws V 
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by the accident of death ; nor could either of them enioy any con- 
tent, but when they were both rogerher in company. 

Being each ofthem cnducd with gentle ſpirits, and having begun 
their ſtudics together: they aroſe(by degrees) to the glorious height 
of Philoſophy,to their much admired fame arid commendation. In 
this manner they liucd,to the no meane comfort of Chremes, hardly 
diſtinguiſhing rhe one from the other for his Son,& thus the Schol- 
lers continucd the ſpace of three yeares. At the ending wherof(as ir 
hapnethin althings elſe) Chremes died, whereat both the young 
Gentlemen concciued ſuch hearty griefe,as if he had bin their com- 
mon father;nor could the kinred of Chremes diſcerne, which of the 
two had moſt need of comfort, the loſle rouched them ſo equally. 

Ir chanced within ſome few months after,that the kinred of G:/ip- 
pus cameto fee him, and (before Titw)auifed him to marriage, and 
with a yong Genelewoman of ſingular beauty,deriued from a moſt 

noble houſe in Athers,and ſhe named Sophronra,aged about fifteen 
years. This mariage drawing neere,G:ſ;ppms on a day, intreated T7- 
t15to walkalong with him thither,becauſe(as yer)he had not ſcene 
her. Comming tothe houſe, and ſhe ſitting in che midſt berweene 
them, Tit: making himſelte a conſiderator of beauty, & eſpecially 
on his friends behalte; began to obſcrue her very iudicially,& cuery 
part of her ſeemed fo pleaſing in his cie,that giuing them ala privat 
praiſe, yet anſwerable to their due deſcruing ; he becam ſo lamed 
with atfetion to her,asncucr any louer could bee more violentlic 
ſurprized,ſo ſodainly doth beauty beguile our belt ſenſes. | 

After they had ſate an indifferent while with her, they returned 
home to their lodging where T7: beingalone in hischambcr, be- 
ganto bethink himſclte on her,whoſe perfeftions had lo powerful- 
ly pleaſed him:and the more he entred into this conſideration, the 
fiercer he felt his deſires enflamed, which being vnableto quench, 
by any reaſonable perſwaſtons, aftcr hee had vented foorth infinice 
ſighes, thus he queſtioned with himſelfe. 

Moſt vahappie Tzt:& asthou art, whether dooſt thou tranſpotr 
thine vnderſtanding, louc, and hope? Doceſtthou not know as 
well by the honourable fauours, which thou haſt recciued of Chre- 
mes and his houſe, as alſo the intire amity berweene thee and G:/ip- 
ps (vnto whom faire Sophroniais the affianced friend) that thou 
ſhouldſt holde her inthe likercuerentreſpe& , as if ſhee were thy 
Pardon ran ? Dareſt ow Pong to fancic her * Rablnc 

ing Loucallurethee, vainc immaging Cat- 
riethee? Open the cycsof thy betrer nd acknow- 
| ledgethyfelteto bee a moſt miſerable man. Giue wayto reaſon, 
bridle thine intemperate appetiees , reforme all iregulare delires, 


and 
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and guide thy fancy to a place of better dire&ion. Reſiſt thy wan. 
ton and laſciuions will inthe beginning,and be maſter of chy felfe, 
while thou haſt opportunity,for that which thou aimelt ar, is ney- 
ther reaſonable nor honeſt:And if thou wert aſſured to preuaile vp- 
onthis purſuite, yet thou oughtſt ro auoide jr, ifthou haſt any're- 
eard of true friend(hip,and the duty therein juſtly required. VV hat 
wilt thou do then T2? Fly from this inordinate affection, 1t thou 
wilt be reputcd to be a manof ſenſible judgement. 

Atter he had thus diſcourſed with himfelfe, remembring Sophro- 
ia, and conuerting his former allegations, int9 a quite contrarie 
ſenſe,in vtter dereſtation of them, and guided by his idle appetite, 
thus he began ag1ine. Thelawes of loue arc of greater force,then a- 
ny other whatſocucr, they not only breake the bands of triendſhip, 
but cuen thoſe alſo of more dinine conſequence. How many times 
hath it bin nored,the father roaffe@ his own daughter,the brother 
his ſiſter,and the ſtepmother her ſon in law,marrers far more mon- 
{trous,then to ſee one friend loue the wite of another,a caſe happe- 
ning continually? Moreouer, lam yong,and youth is wholly ſubic- 
Redto the paſſions of Loue:is it reaſonable then, that thoſe ſhould 
be bard from me,which are fitting and pleaſing ro Loue ? Honcſt 
things, belong ro men of more years and maturity, then Tan trou- 
bled withall;and I can couet none, bur onely thoſe wherein Loue is 
dire&ter.T he beauty of Sophronia is worthy of generall louc, and if I 
that am a yongman doloue her,what man liuing can iuſtly reproue 
me for it : Shold not I loue her,becauſeſhe is aftianced to Gi/ippus? 
That is no matterto me, I ought to louc her, becauſe the is a womi, 
and women were created for no other occa(ion, but to bee Loued. 
Fortunc had ſinned in this caſe,and notI,indirefting my frends at- 
te&ionto her,rather then any other;and it ſhe oughr to be loued,as 
her perfeRions dochallenge, Gi/ippms vnderſtanding thar Taffet 
hcr,may berthe better contented that it is I, ratherthen any other. 

With theſe, andthe like croflc entercourſes, heoften mockt him- 
ſclfe, falling into the contrary, and thento this againe, and from the 
contrary,into another kind of alteration, waſting and conſuming 
himſelfe,nor only this day andthe night following, bur many more 
aſterward,til he loſt both his feeding &leepe,ſo tharthrough debi- 
liry of body, he was conſtrained to keepe his bed. G:/ippues,who had 
diuers daycs notcd his melancholly diſpoſition, and now his falling 
into extreamitie of ſickneſſe, was very ſorry to behold it: and with 
all mcancsand inuentions he could deuiſeto vie, hee bothqueſtio- 
ned the cauſe of this ſtraunge alteration, andeflayed cueric way, 
how hee might beſt comfort him , neuer ccaſſing to dematinde 
areaſon, why he ſhould become thus ſad and lickely. But Tits 
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after infinite importuning (which ſill he anſwered with idle and/fri- 

uolous excuſes, farre from the truth indeede, and (tothe no meane 
aMi&ion of his friend) when he was able to vieno more contradi- 
&ions; at length, in ſighes and teares, thus he replyed. 

G:/ippus were the Gods ſo wel pleaſed,l could more gladly yeild 
to dye, then continue any longer in this wretched life, conſidering, 
that Fortunc hath brought mce to ſuch an extremity, as proofe is 
now to be made of my conſtancie and vertue ; both which I finde 
conquered in me, to my cternal] confuſion and ſhame. Bur my beſt 
hope is, that I ſhal ſhortly be requited, as I haue in juſtice deſerued, 
namely with death, which will be a thouſand times more welcome 
to me, then a loathed life, with remembrance of my baſe deieQion 
in courage, which becauſe I can no longer concealefrom thee ; nor 
without bluſbing ſhame, I am well contented for to let thee know 
It. 

Then began hceto recount, the whole occaſion of this ſtraunge 
conflift in him, whar a mainebatraile hce had with his priuare 
thoughts, contcfling thatthey got the victory:, cauting him to die 
hourely forthe loue of Sophronza, and affirming withall,that in due 
acknowledgement, how greatly hee had tranſpreſled againſt the 
lawes of fricnd{hip, hc thought no other penance ſufficient for him, 
bur onely death,which he willingly expected cuery houre,and with 
all his heart would gladly bid welcome. _ 

Giſippus hearing this diſcourſe , and ſeeing how Tus bitterly 
wept, in agonies of moſt mouing aflitions: ſat an indifferent while 
ſadand penfiue, as being wounded with aftc&tion ro Sophroxia,but 
yetin a well-goucrned and temperate manner. So, withour an 
long delaying, hee concluded with hunſeife, rhatthe life of his 
friendoughtro be accounted much more deare, then any louc hee 
could beare vnto Sophronia : And in this reſolution, the teares of 
7 1t#s forcing his eyes to flow forth like two Fountaines, thus he re- 

lycd. 
; Titus,if thou hadſt not neede of comfort, as plainly Ifee thou 
haſt, I would 1uſtly complajne of thee to my ſelfe, as of the man 
who hath violated our fri: nd{hip .. in keeping thine extreamitie fo 
long time concealed from mec, which hath beene ouer-redious for 
theeto endure. And although it might ſeemeto thee a diſhoneſt 
caſe, and therefore kept fromthe knowledge of thy friend, yet I 
. plainlyrell thee, that diſhoneſt courſes (inthe league of amitie; de- 
ſcrue no more concealment, then thoſe of the honeſteſt nature. But 


leaning theſc impertinent wandrings, letvs come to them of much 
greater neceſlitic. 
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Ifthou doelſt earneſtly loue faire Sophronia, whois b:troathed 
andafhanced to me, it is no matter tor metomaruaile at : butl 
ſhould rather be much abaſhed, ifrhon couldſt nor intyrely affect 
her,knowing how beautitull ſheis, and the nobility of her minds, 
being as able to ſuſtainepaſhon, as the thing pleaſing is fulleſt of 
excellence. And looke how reaſonablyrthou fancicſt Sophronia, 25 
vniuſtly thou complaineſt of thy fortune , in ordaining herto be 
my wite,although thou doeſt not ſpeake it expreſly : as being of o- 
pinion,thatthou mightſt with more honeſty louc her,itſhe were 4+ 
ny others,then mine. But if thou artſo wiſe, as I haue 2lwayes held 
thceto be, tell metrucly ypon thy faith, ro whom could Fortune 
better guide her,and for which thou oughteſt ro be morethanktull, 
then in beſtowing her on me 2 Any other that had enioyed her, al- 
though thy loue were neuer ſo honeſt, yer h! would better affect 
her himſelfe,then forthce,which thon canſt not (in like manner ) 
looke for from me,ifthou doeſt account me tor thy friend , and as 
conſtant now as cuer. | 

Reaſon is my warrantin this caſe, becauſe I cannot remember, 
ſince firſt ourentrance into friendſhip , that cuer I enioyed any 
thing, but it wasas muchthine , as mine. And it our affaircs had 
ſuch an cquall courſe before, as otherwiſethey could nor ſubfiſt , 
muſt they not now bekeptinthe ſame manner? Can any thing 
more perticularly appertaine to me; but thy right therein is as ab- 
ſolute as mine 2 I know not how thou maiſt eſteeme of my friend- 
(\hip,ifinany thing concerning my {elfe, I can plead my priuiledge 
to be above thine. True itis,that Sophronza is afhanced ro me, and 
Tlouc her dearcly, daily expecting when our nupttals ſhall be ccle. 
brated. Bur ſeeing thou doeſt more feruently affect her,. as being 
bettcr able to iudge of the perte&ions, remaining inſo excellent 1 
creature as ſhe is,then I doe : aſſure thy (clfe, and belecue ir con- 
ſtantly, that ſhe ſhall come to ray bed, not as my wite, but on<ly 
thine. And therefore leaue theſe deſpairing thoughrs, ſhake off 
this cloudy diſpoſition, reaſſume thy former Touiall ſpirit, with 
comfort and whatelſe can content thee : in expectation of the hap- 
py houre, and the iuſt requirall of thy long, louing, and worthy 
friendſhip, which I haue alwaycs valued equall with mine owne 
life. 

Tit; hearing this anſwer of Gi/ijpps,looke how much the ſiveet 
hope ofthat which hedefired gaue him pleaſure, as much both du- 
ty and reaſonaffronted him with ſhame ſctring before his eyes 
thisdu conſideration, that the greater the liberality of Gr/ippms was, 
farre greater and vnreaſonable ir appeared to him indiſgrace, if hee 


thould vamannerly accept it. Wherefore,being vnableto _ 
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adiudped to be thine, by true reſpect of birth and deſert. For if they 
had thought her a witc fit for me, doenotthou or any elle unagine, 
that cuer ſhe (ſhould haue beene granted to thee. Vie freely there- 
fore thine owne election,and the gracious fauour wherewith they 
hauc bleſſed thee : Ieaue meto conſume away inteares,a mournin 

arment by them appointed forme, as being a man vnworthy of 
Zich happineſle ; for cither I ſhall conquer thisdiſaſter,and that wil 
be my crowne,orelle will vanquiſh me,and free me from all paine: 
whereto Gi{ipps preſently thus anſwered. 

Worthy T:tz4,it our amity would giue me ſo much licence, as 
but tocontcnd with my ſelfe,in pleaſing thee with ſuch a thing as1 
dcefire,and could alſo induce thee thereinto be directcd : itis the 
onely cnd wherearI aime, and am refolued to purſue it, In which 
regard,lct my perſwaſtons preuaile withthee,and thereto I coniure 
thee,by the faith ofa friend,ſuffer me ro vie mine authority , when 
it extendcth both to mine owne honour, and thy good, for I will 
haue Sophronia to bee onely thine. I know ſufficiently , how 
Farrethe forces of loue doe cxtend in power, and am' not igno- 
rant alſo, how not once or twice, but very many times, th:y haue 
brought louers to vnfortunate ends,as now 1 ſce thee very neere it, 
and fo farre gone, as thou art not able ro turne backe againe,nor yet 
ro conquer thine owne teares, but proceeding on turther in this cx- 
tremity,thou wilt beleft vanquiſhed, ſinking vnder the burthen of 
loues tyrannicall oppreſſion,and then my turne is next to follow 
thee. And therefore,had I no other reaſon to loue thee, yer be- 
cauſe thy life is deare to me, in regard of mine owne depending. 
thcreon,; I ſtandthe neerer thereto obliged.For this cauſe, Sophro- 
nia muſt and (hal be thine,for thou canſt not find any other ſo con- 
formetothy fancy : albeit I who cancaſily conuert my likingro a- 
nother wite,bur neuer to haue the like friend againe, ſhall hereby - 
content both thee,and my ſelfe. 

Yer perhaps this is nota matterſo eaſily done , or I to expreſſe 
ſ{uchliberality therein,if wiues were to be found with the like diffi- 
cultie,as true and faithtull friendsare : but, (bcing ableto recouer 

- another wife)though neuer ſuch a worthy friend , I rather chuſeto 
e,I doe not ſay looſe her(for ingiuing her to thee] looſe her 


not my ſelfe)and by this IÞ2. EG that which was good before, | 
tcnne times berter,and fo preſerue both thee and my ſelfe. Tothis | 
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cad thereforc,if my prayers and perſwaſions haue any power with 
thee,I carneſtly cntreat thee, thar, by freeing thy ſelfe out of this af- 
fiction, thou wilt(in one inſtant) make vs bothtruely comforted, 
anddiſpole thy lelfe( lining in hope ) ro embrace thar happinefle, 
which the fcruent loue thou beareſt to Sophronia, hath 1uſtly de- 
ſerucd. 

Now although 7:t«s was confounded with ſhame,toyeeldcon- 
ſent,thar Sgphronia (hould be accepredas his wife, and vied many 
obſtinate reſiſtances: yer notwithſtanding, Loue pleading on the 
one {ide powertully,and Giſtpprs as earneſtly erfacig on the 0- 
ther,thus he anſwered. Gr/ippms, I know notwhatro ſay, neither 
how to behaue my ſelfe inthus election , concerningrhe fitting of 
mine contentment,or pleaſing thee inthy importunate perſwaſion. 
But ſecing thy liberality is ſo great , as it ſurmounteth all reaſon or 
ſhamein me,I will yecld obedicnceto thy more then noble nature. 
Yetlet this remaine for thine aſſurance, thatTI doe not recciue this 
grace of thine,as a man not ſufficiently vnderſtanding,how I cnioy 
from thec,not onely her whom moſt of all 1 doc affect, bur alſo doe 
hold my very life of thee. Grant then you greateſt Gods (it you 
berhe Patrones of this mine vnexpected felicitic) that with honor 
and due reſpect, I may hereafter make apparantly knowne : how 
highly I acknowledge this thy wonderfull fauour, inbcing more 
mercifullto me,thenI could beto my ſelte. 

Forabridging of all further circumſtances , anſwered Giſippms, 
and for eaſter bringing this matter to full effect, I hold this to be 
ouronely way. It isnot vnknowne tothee, how after much dif- 
courſc had between my kindred,and thoſe belonging to Sophronia, 
che matrimoniall coniun@ion was fully agreed on, and therefore, 
it now I ſhallflyec off, and ſay, I will not accept thee as my wite : 
oreat ſcandall would ariſe thereby, and make much trouble among 
our friends, whichcould not be greatly difpleafing to me , if that 
were the way to make her thine. Bur I rather ſtand in feare, that if 
I forſake her in ſuch peremptory ſort , her kinred and friends will 
beſtow her on ſome other,and fo ſhe is vtterly loſt, without all poſ- 
ſible meanes of recouery. For preuention therefore of all ſiniſter 
accidents,[ thinke it beſt, ( if thy opinion tumpe with mine ) that I 
ſtill purſue the buſines,as already I haue begun, hauing thee alwaics 
in my company,as my deareſt friend and onely affociate. The nup- 
tials being pcrtormed with our friends,in ſecret manner at night(as 
we can cunningly enough contriue it ) thou ſhalthaue her maiden 
honour in bed, cuenas if ſhe were thine owne wife. Afterward, 
in apt time and place, we will publiquely make knowne what 
ts done; ifthey take it well; we will bees iocond as they : : they 
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 frowneand waxe offended,thedeed is done,ouer-late to be recal- 


led,and ſo perforce they muſt reſt contented. 

You may well imagine, this aduiſe was nota little pleaſing to 
Titus,wheriipon Giſippus receiued home Sophronia into his houſe, 
with publike intention to make her his wite, according as was the 
cuſtome then obſerued, and Tz##s being perfectly recouered, was 
preſent at the Feaſt very ceremonially oblſcerued. When night was 
come, the Ladies and Gemlewomen conducted Sophronia to the 
Bride-Chamber,where they leſt her in her Husbands bed,and then 
departed all away. The Chamber wherein Tit vſcd ro lodge, ioy- 
ned cloſe to that of G:ſipp#s , fortheir eaſier acceſle each to the 6- 
ther,at all rimes whenſoeuer they pleaſed, and Gſipps being alone 
inthe Bride-Chamber,preparingas if he were comming to bed: 
extinguiſhing the light,he went loftly to Tit , willing him to goe 
to bed to his wite. Which T7 hearing, overcome with ſhame 
and fearc, became repentant,and denyed ro goe. But Giſippws, being 
atruc intyre friend indeed,and confirming his words withaCtions: 
after alitrle lingring diſpure,ſcnt him to the Bride, and ſo ſooneas 
he was in the bed with her, taking Sophronia gently by the hand, 
ſoftly hz moucd the vkuall queſtion to her,namely, it (he were wil- 
ling to be his wite. 

She belecuing verily that he was Gi/;pps , modeſtly anſwered. 
Sir, haue choſen you to be my Husband, reaſon requires then,thar 
I ſhould be willing ro: be your witc. Ar which words, a coſtly 
Ring,which Gr{ippes vicd daily to weare, he put vpon hcr finger, 
ſaying. Wirh this Ring,I confefle my lelfe ro be your Husband, 
and bind you( for cuerYy my Spouſe and Wife; no other kind of 

marriage was 0bfcrued in thoſe dayes, and ſo he continued all the 
night with her,ſhe neuer ſutpefting him to be any other rhenG!ſip- 
prs,andrhus was the marriageconſumated,betweene 717 us and So- 
phronza, albcithe friends (on either fide)thought otherwilc. 

By thistime,Publis,the father of Titzs,was departed out of this 
mortall life,8& letters came ro Athens, that with all ſpced he ſhould 
returne to #ome,to take order for occafionsthere concerning him ; 


wherefore he concluded with Gr/ippas abut his 41 xp ta- , 


king Sephroniathither with him , which was no caſte matter to be 
done,ynril itwere firſt known, how occaſions had bin caried among 
ehem. \Wherupon,calling her one day into her Chamber,rhey rold 
herentirely,how all had paſt,which Tiras confirmed ſubſtancially, 
by ſuch dirc& paſſages berweenethemſelues, as exceeded all poſh- 
bility of denyall,and moucd in her much admiration; looking cach 
on other very diſconrentedly,ſhe heauily weeping and lamenting, 
&egrcatly complaining of G:fippxe,for wronging her ſo —_— 
ut 
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But before any further noyſe was made inthe hoult , thee weng 
to her Father,to whom, as alſo to her Mother , ſhee declared the 
whole trecherie, how much both they and their other friends were 
wronged by Gi/ippzs, auouching herlelteto be the wife of Tiras , 
and not of Gi/ippms, as they ſuppoſed. Theſe newes were highl 
diſplcafing ro the Father of Sophronia, who with hir kinred , asalſo 
rhoſe of Gi/ipps, made great complaintsto the Senate, very dange- 
rous troubles and commortions ariſing daily betweene them, draw- 
ing both G:/zpps and Sophronia into harſh reports; he being gene. 
rally reputed, not onely worthy ofall bitter reproofe, bur allo the 
ſcucreſt puniſhment, Neuertheleſſe, hee maintained publikely 
what hc had done, auouching it for an a&t both of honour and ho- 
neſtic , wherewith Sophromia's friends had no reafonto bee offen- 
ded, but rather to take it invery thankfull part, hauing marricd a 
man of farre greater worth and reſpect , than hinlſelte was!, or 
could be. | 

Onthe other ſide, 77t#s hearing theſe vnciuill acclamations, be- 
came much moucd and prouokedatthem,but knowing it wasa cu- 
{tome obſcrued among the Greekes,to be ſo muchthe more hurried 
away withrumours and threatnings, as leſſe rhey finde them to be 
an{wered, and whenthey finde them , ſhew rhemſelues nor oncly 
humble enough, but rather as baſe men, and of no courage ; here- 
ſolued with himſelfe, that their brauerics were no longer to be cn- 
durcd, without ſome ſome bold and manly an{were. And hauing a 
Romans heart, asalſoan Athenian vnderſtanding , by politique 
perſwaſions, he cauſedthekinred of Gi/appus and Sophronia,to be al- 
ſ{cmbled ina Temple, and hiumſelfe comming hither, accompanied 


with none but Gi/zpp onely, he began to deliuer his minde before 


them all, in this manner following. 


The Oration vttered by Titus Quintus Fuluius, in the 


hearing of the Athenians, being the kinred 
and friends to Gi/ippus and Sophronia, 


Any Philoſophers doe hold opinion, that the aitions performed 
by mortal men, doe proceed from the diſpoſing and ordination 
KS 1 the immortall gods. Whereupon ſome doe maintaine , that 
things Which be done, or neuer are to be done, proceed of neceſiuy : how- 
beit ſome other doe hold , that this neceſsity ts onely referred to things 
done. Both which epinions (if they be conſidered with mature indgment ) 
doe moſt manifeſtly approue , that they who reprehend any thing which is 
*rreugcable, doe nothing elſe but ſhew themſclues , as if they were we 

Vv then 


Nouell.g. The Tenth Day, 
"  thentheGods, who we aretobeleene, that with perpetuall reaſon , and 


oid of ny error, doe diſpoſe and gouerne both vs , and all our aFions ; 
In which reſpe##, bow fooliſh and beaſt-like a thing it is, preſumptuouſly 
to checke or controule their operations, you may very eaſily conſider, and 
likewiſe, how iuſtly they deſerue condigne puniſhmens, who ſuffer them- 
ſelues to be tranſported in ſo temerarious a manner. 

In which notorious tranſgreſ5108, 7 onderitandyou all to be guiltieif 
common fame ſpeake truely, concerning the marriage of my ſelfe and So- 
phronia, whom you imagined a giuen to Gilippus ; for you neuer re- 
member that it was ſo ordained from eternitte, ſhee to be mine , and no 
Wife for Giſippus, «s at thi infant s made manifeit by full effett. 

But becauſe the kinde of ſpeaking , concerning divine prouidence , and 
intenties of the Gods , may ſeeme a arfſucult matter to many, and ſome- | 
what hard to bee underitood : Jam content to preſuppoſe , that they | 
meddle not with any thing of ours , and will onely ſtay my ſelfe on hu- | 
mane reaſons, and in thu nature of ſpeech , 1 ſhall be enforced to doe 
two things , _ contrary to my painrall diſpoſition. The oxets, to 
ſpeake ſomewhat inpraiſe and commendation of my ſelfe : And the o- 
ther, iuſtly to blame and condemne other mens ſeeming eſtimation. But 
becauſe both in the one andthe other , 1 doe not intend to ſwerue a 
iot fromthe Truth, and the neceſsitie of the preſent caſe in queition, 
doth not onely require , but alſo command it , you muſt pardon what I 
an to ſay. 

Your complaints doe proceed, rather from furie then reaſon, and (with 
continuall maurmurings, or rather ſeditious\ ſlanaer , backe-bite and 
eondemne Giltppus , becauſe (of his owne free will and noble diſpoſi- 
tion) hee gaue her to be myWife , whom(by your election ) was made 
hs ; wherein 1 account him moſt highly praiſe-worthy : and the reaſons 
inducing mce thereunto, are theſe, The firſt, vecauſe he hath performed 
no more then what 4 friend ought to doe : And the ſecond, inregard he 
hath dealt more wiſely, thenyou aid. Thaue nointention, to diſplay ( at 
this preſent) what the ſacred law of amitie requireth, to be acted by one 
friend towaras another , it ſhall ſuffice mee onely to informe you , that 
the league of frienaſbip ( farre ſtronger then the bond of bloud and kin- 
red ) confirmed vs in our elettion of either at the fir ,to be true,loyall 
and perpetual friends ; whereas that of kinred, commeth onely by for- 
tune or chance. Andtherefore if Gifippus affetied more my life, thew 
your benenolence, Theing ordained for his friend, as 1 confeſſe my ſelfe 
to be , none of you ought to wonder thereat, in regard it is no matter of 
meruaile, 

But let 15 come now toour ſecond reaſon,wherein,with farre greater 
inflance I willſbew you,that be hath (in this occaſion) ſhewen himſelfe to 
be mach more wiſe,then you did,or haue done:becauſeit plainely a _ 
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reth, that you hane ao feeling of the divine proaidence, and muchleſſe 
knowledge in the effeits of friendſhip. I ſay, that yoar foreſight, councel 
and deliberation, gaue Sophromia to Gin a yonz Gentleman , and 
a Philoſopher : Gilippus likewiſe hath gtuen her to a youg Gentleman , 
and a Philoſopher, as himſelfe s. Tour diſcretion gaue her to an Athe- 
nian ; the gift of Giltppus, « to a Romaine. Yours, toa Noble and ho- 
neſt man ; that of Gilippus , ts one more Noble by race, and noleſſe 
hone#t then himſelfe. Your iudgement hath beſtowed her on arich young 
man : Gilippus hath ginen her to one farre richer. Your wiſedome 
gaue ber to on? who not onely loued her not , but alſo one that had no 
defire to know ber : Giſippus gave her unto him , who, aboue all fe- 
licitie elſe , yea , more than his owne life , bath entirely loued ana deſi» 
red ber. 

Now, for proofe of that which 1 haue ſaid, to be moſt true andinfalli- 
ble, and that his deede deſerueth to bee much more commended then 
yours, let it bee duely conſidered on, point bypoint. That I am 4 young 
man ana a Philoſopher , as Giltppus is ; my yeares, face, and ſtudies, 
without ſceking after further proofe , doth ſufficiently teſtifie : One 
f[elfe-ſame age ts both his and mine, in like quality of courſe have wee 
liaed and Fudied together, Trueitis , that hee s an Athenian , ant 
Tam a Romaine. But if the gloryof theſe two Cities ſhould bee diſputed 
on : thenlet meetellyou, that I am of a Citie that & Francke and 
Free, anahee is of a Tribatarie Citie. 1ſay, that I am of a Citte, 
which is chiefe Lady and Miſtreſſe of the whole World, and hee @ of 4 
Citte ſubiect to mine. 1 ſay that I am of a Citie, that is rong in Arms, 
Empire, and ſtudies : whereas his can comment it ſelfe but for Stu- 
ates onely. Andalthough you ſeeme heere to bee a Scholler , in appea- 
rance meane enouzh , yes 1 am not deſcended of the ſimpleit Hocke in 
Rome. 

Aly houſes and publique places, are filled with the ancient Statues of 
my Predece/ſors, and the Annales recorde the infinite triumphs of the 
Quinti , brought home by them into the Romane Capitole, and yeares 
cannot cate out theglory of our name , but it will liue and flouriſh to all 
peſterine. 

Modeſt ſhame makes me ſilent in my wealth and poſſeſuons ny minde 
truely telling mee, that honeſt comtented pouertie, is the moſt ancient ana 
riche# inheritance , of our beit and Nobleſt Romanes , which opinion , 
if it bee condemned by the underſtanding of the ignorant multitude, 
and heerein wee ſhall give way to them bypreferring riches and worldly 
treaſures , then I can ſay that Tam aboundamily prowiaed , not 44 am- 
bitious, or greedily conttous , but ſufficiently ſtored with the goods of 
Fortune, | | 

1 know welenough, that you held it as a defired benefit , ng 
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being 4 Native of your Citie ; ſhould alſo be linked to you by alliance : 
but I know noreaſon , why 1 ſhould not be as neere and deere to you at 
Rome, as if 1 lined with you heere. Conſidering, when I am there, you 


hane a ready and well wiſhing friend , to ftead you in all beneficiall and 


ſerniceable offices , as carefull and prouident for your ſupport, yea, a 


protetFour of you and your affaires, as well publique as particular. 
Who &« it then, not tranſported with partiall affettion , that can ( in 
reaſon) more approue your att ,' then that which my friend Giſippus 
hath done ? 2ueſtionleſſe, not any one, as I thinke. Sophronia & 
married to Titus Quintus Fuluius, a Noble Gentleman by antiquitie, 
a rich Citizen of Rome, and (which is aboue all) the friend of Gifi p- 
pus : therfore, ſuch a one as thinkes it ſtrange,s ſorrie for it or would 
not haue it to be; knoweth not what he doth. 

Perhaps there may be ſome, who will ſay, they doe not ſo much com. 
plain, that Sophronia the wife to Titus ; but of the manner where. 


by it was done, as being made hu wife ſecretly and by theft, not any of 


her parents , kinred or friends called thereto : no, nor ſo much as ad- 
wertiſed thereof Why Gentlemen, this is no miraculous thing , but 
heeretsfore hath oftentimes happened, and therefore no noueltte. 

I cannot count vnto you, how many there haxe beene, who ( a gainſt 
the will of their Fathers) haue made choice of their hnsbands , nor 
them that haue fled away with their louers into ſtrange Countrics, be. 
'ne firſt friends, before they were wines: nor of them who haue ſooner 
made teſtimonie of marriage by their belles, then thoſe ceremonies 
due to matrimonie,or publication thereof by the tongue, ſo that meere 
___ 0 conſtraint, hath forced the parent: to yeeld conſent:which 
hath not ſo happened to Sophronia, for ſhe was giuen to me by Gilip- 
pus diſcreetly, honeſtly, and orderly. 

Others alſo may ſay , that ſhee w married to him, to whom it belon- 
zed not to marrie her. Theſe complaints are fooliſh , and womaniſh , 
proceeding from werie little, or no conſideration at all. 1n theſe daies 
of ours, Fortune makes nowvſe of nouell or inconſiderate meanes where- 

by tobring matters to their determined effect. Why ſhonld it offend 
me, if a Cobler;rather thana Scholler hath ended a buſineſſe of mine, 
either in priuate or publique, if the end be well made © well I may take 
order, if the Cobler bee indiſcreet , that hee meddle no more with any 
matters of mine, yet I ought ,in courteſie,to thanke him for that which 

hee did. 
In like mauner , if Gilippus hath married Sophroniawel, it s 


fooliſh and ſuperfluous , to finde fault with the manner heewſed in her 


marriage. If you miſlike his courſe in the caſe, bemareof him hereaf- 


ter, yet thanke him ecauſe it no worſe. 


Newertheleſſe, you are to vnderſtand, that I ſouzht not by fraud or 
| aeceit, 
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deceit, (but onely by witte) any opportanitie , whereby any way to ſollie 
the honeſtie and cleere Nobilitte 0K bloud, in the perſon of Sophro- 


= 


nia : for although in ſecret 1 made her my wife, yet I came not as an ene. 
mie,to take ber perforce, nor (like a rauiſher ) wronged her uirginitie, to 
blemiſh your noble titles,or deſpiſing your alliance. But feruently, enfla- 
med by her bright beauty , andincited alſs by her onparalleld vertues , 
1 ſhaped my courſe , knowing well enough, that if I tooke the ordinarie 
way of wining, by moning the queſtion to you, I ſhould never winne your 
conſent , as fearing, leſt I wonld take her with me to Rome, and ſo con- 
neigh out of your ſight, a Tewell by you ſa much eftcemed, as ſhe i. 

For this, and no other reaſon, did I preſume to wſe the ſecret cunning 
which now is openly made knowne wnto you : and Gilippus diſpoſed 


| 
| 
| himſelfe thereunts , which otherwiſe hee neuer determined to haue | , 
done , in contratting the marriage for mee , and ſhee conſenting to me | ; 
{ 


in his name. 

Moreouer , albeit moſt earneſtly I affected her , 1 ſought to procure 
Jonr Union , not like a louer. but as atrue husband , nor would [immo- 
aeitly touch her , till firſt (as her ſelfe can teſtifie ) with the words be- 
comming wedlocke, and the Ring alſo 1eſpouſed ber, demanding of her , 
if ſhee would accept mee as her husband , and ſhee anſwered mee, with 
her fuli conſent. Wherein, if it may ſeeme that ſhee was dereined, 1 am 
not any way to be blamed , but ſhe, for not demanding , what, and who 
T Was. | 

This then is the great euill, thegreat offence , andthe great iniurie 
committed by my friend Gilippus,and by mee 4s 4 Louer : that Sophre 
nia & /ecretly become the wife of Titus Quintus Fuluius. And for this 
cauſe, like ſpies you watch him, threaten him daily, as if you intended to 
teare him mn pieces. What could you doe more , if hee bad giuen her to 4 
man of the very wile#t condition ? to a villaine , to 4 ſlane ? Vihatpri- 
ſons ? what fetters ? Or what torments are ſufficient for this fact? But 
leauing theſe friuolous matters,let is come to diſcourſe of more moment, 
and better beſeeming your attention. 

The time is come, that I may no longer continue heere , becauſe Pub- 
lius my Father is dead, and 1 muſt needs returne to Rome, wherefore be- 
ing minded to take Sophronia thither with mee, 1 was the more will 
to acquaint you therewith,as alſo what elſe I hane ſaid, whichotherwiſe 
had 54lt beene concealgd from you. Nor can you but take itin good part, 
if you be wiſe, and reſt well comented with what s done : yet 76 HP 
Thad any intention eyther to deceiue , or otherwiſe wrong you, I could 
hane baſely left her, and made a ſcorne both of her andyow , you not b4- 
ning an power to Hay mee here. But the Gods will never permitte that 
a —_ gious Romant , ſhould ever conceiue ſo vile and degenerate 4 
Inought, | 


| 
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Sophronia, by ordrnation of the Gods, by force of humane Lawes 14rd 
by the laudable conſent of my friend Giſippus , as alſo the power full 
command of Loue i mine. But you perchance , imagining your ſelues to 
be wiſer thertthe Gods , or any other men whatſoener ; may thinke ill of 
it, and more brutiſhly then beaſts, condemne their working in two kinds, 
which would be offenſiue to mee. The one is your detaining of Sophro- 
nia from mec, of whom you hauc no power, but what pleaſeth mee. The 
other , is your butter threatnings againſt Gilippus my deare friend, to 
whom you are in duty obliged. In both which caſes, how unreaſonablie 
{otner you carrie your ſelues , Tintend not at this time topreſſe any fur- 
ther, But rather let mee counſellyou like a friend , vo ceaſe your hatred 
and diſdaine, and ſuffer Sophronia to be delinered mee, that I may de- 
part contentedly from you 4s 4 web man,and (being at ſent) remaine your 
friend : aſſuring you, that whether what is done ſhall pleaſe or diſpleaſe 


ou, if you purpoſe to proceed any otherwiſe : Iwilltake Gilippus along 
with mee , and when I come to Rome , take ſuch ſure order , to fetch 


her hence, whoin [uſtice is mine, euenin meere deſpight of you all , and 
then you ſhall feele by ſound experience, how powerfull t5 the inſt indie- 
nation of the wronged Romanes. 


——_——_— i 


——————_—_ 


'N 22 Hen Tit#s hadthusconcludcd his Oration, he aroſe with 
| N oC a ſternc and diſcontented countenance, and tooke Gifip- 
BSA pus by the hand, plainly declaring, that he made {mall ac- 


WV 


count of all the reſt tharwere inthe Temple; and ſhaking his head 
at them , rather menaced thenany other wiſe ſeemedto care tor 
them. 

They which tarried , whenthey were gone, conſidering partly 
on the reaſonsalleadged by Titus, and partly terrified by his lateſt 
ſpeeches , became induced, to like well of his alliance and amitic,as 
(with common conſent) they concluded : that it was much berrer 
roaccept Titws as their kinſman ( ſeeing Gi/ippms had made manifeſt 
refufall thereof) than to loſe the kinred of the one , and procure 
the hatred of the other. Whereforethey wenttoſecke Ti2ws , and 
ſaid vnto him, they were very well contented that Sophronia ſhould 
bee his Wife, hee their deare and louing kjaſman , and Giſippms 
to remaine their much reſpected friend. And embracing one a- 
nother , making aſolemne feaſt , ſuch as inthe like caſes isnecel- 
Grile required, they departcd from him , preſently _—_ So- 
Pphroniato him , who making avertuc of neceffiry , conuened her 
loue (in ſhort time after) roTitw, in as effectuall manner , as 
formerly ſhce had done to Gi/ipps, and ſo was ſent away {aa 
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him to Rome, where ſhe was receiued and welcommed with y 
great honour. | 

Gifippus remaining ſtill at Athens, in ſinall regard of eyther theirs 
or his owne friends : notlong after by meanes of ſundry trouble- 
ſome Citizens , and partialitics aPPEning among the common 
pcople, was baniſhed from Athens, and hee, as alfoall his familie, 
condemned to perperuall exile : during which tempeſtuous rime, 
Giſippes was become not onely wretchedly poore, but wandred a- 
broad as a common begper ; in which miſetable condition he tra- 
uelled to Rome, to try if Tixus would take any acknowledgement of 
him. Vnderſtanding that he was liuing, and one moſt reſpeRed a- 
mong the Romanes, as being a great Commander and a Senator : 
he enquired for the place where hee dwelt, and going to be neere 
about his houſe, ſtayed there ſo long, till Titus came home , yer 
not daring to manifeſt himſelfe, or ſpeake a wordto him , in re- 
eard of his poore and mifcrableeſtate, bur ſtroue to have himſee 
him, totheend, that hee might acknowledge and call him by 
hisname , notwithſtanding , Tits paſſed by him without either 
ſpeech, or looking on him. Which when Gi/ippme perceiued;and 
making full account, thart (at theleaſt) he would remember him,in 
regard of former courtefies, done to him : confuunded with griefe 
and deſperate thoughts, hee departedthence,neuer meaning to ſec 
him any more. 

Now, in regard it was night, he hauing eatennothingallthat day, 
nor prouided of one penrniy to buy hitn any food, wandred he knew 
not whether,deſiring rather todicthanliue ; heecame atlaſt to an 
old ruinous part of the City,ouer-ſpred with briersand buſhes,and 
{cldome reſorted vntoby any : where finding a hollow Caue or 
vaulr,heentred into it, meanirig there to weare away the comfort- 
leſſenight, and laying himmſelfe downe on the hard ground, almoſt 
ſtarke nakec, and eb. Ss any warme garments, ouer-wearied with 
weeping, at laſt he fell intoafleepeS »* 

It fortuned that two men,who had beene abroad the ſame night, 
committing thefts and robberies together ; ſomwhat very earlic in 
the morning, cameto the ſame Caue, intending thereto ſhare and 
diuide their booties, and difference happening betweene them 
about it, hee that was the ſtronger perſon, ſlew therethe other, 
and then went away with the whole purchaſe. 

Gifippus hauing heard and ſeenethe manner ofthis accident,was 
 notalittle joyfull, becauſe he had now found a way to death,with- | 
outlaying any violent hand on himſelfe , for life being very loath- 
ſome to him, it was his only deſire to die. Wherfore, he would not 
budge from the place”, bur taried there ſolong, tillthe — 
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and Officers ot Iuſtice (by information of him that did the deede) 
camethither well attended, andfurioufly ledde Gifippus thence to 
priſon. 

Being examined concerning this bloudy faQ, he plainly confeſ- 
ſed, that hee himſelfc had committed the murder, and afterward 
would not depart from the Caue , but purpoſely ſtayed for appre. 
hcnſion , as being truely toucht with compunction for fo foule an 
offence : vpon which peremptorie confeſſion, Marcus YVarro bei 
then Pretor, gaue ſentence that he ſhould be crucified ona Croſle, 
asit was the vſuall manner of death in thoſe dayes. Tits chan- 
cingtocome at the ſame time into Pretorinm, aduiledly beholdi 
the face ofthe condemned man (as hee fate ypon the bench) knew 
himto bee Gyſipp, nota little wondring atthis ſtrange accident , 
the pouertie of his eſtate, and what occaſion ſhould bring him thi- 
ther, eſpecially inthe queſtioning for his life, and before the Tribu- 
nall of Iuſtice. 

His ſoule carneſtly thirſting,by all poſſible meanes to helpe and 
defend him, and no other courſe could now be taken for ſafetie of 
his life, but by accuſing himſelte, to excuſe and clearc the other of 
thecrime : heeſtept from off the iudgement bench, and crouding 
through the throng to the Barre, called out to the Pretor inthis 
manner. Marcus Varro, recall thy ſentence giuen on the condeme 
ned man ſent, away becauſc hee is truely guiltlefſe and innocent : 
With one bloudic blow haue I offended the Gods, by killing that 
wretched man, whom the Scricants found this morning ſlaine, 
wheretore Noble Pretor , Ietno innocent mans bloud be ſhed for 
it,but onely minethat haue offended. 

Marcus YVarroſtood likea man confounded with admiration, be- 
ing vcry ſorrie, forthat whichthe whole aſſiſtants had both ſecne 
and hcard, yet heecouldnot (with hogour) defiſt from what mult 
nceds be done, but would performe the Lawes ſcucre injunction. 
And ſcnding for condemned @rfippes backe againe, inthe preſence 
of Titws, thus he ſpake to him. How becameſt thou ſo madly in- 
cenſed, as (without any torment inflicted onthee)to confefſle an of- 
fence by thee neuer committed? Art thou wearie ofthy Life ? Thou 
chargeſt thy ſclfe falſly, to be the perſon who this laſt night murde- 
redthe man in the Caue, and there is another that voluntarily alſo 
doth confeſſc his guiltineſſe. 

Gifippes lifting vp his eyes, and perceiving it was Titms, COncel- 
ued immediately, that he had done this onely for his deliuerance , 
as one that remembred him ſufficiently, and would not be vngratc- 
full for former kindneſles recciued. Wherefore , the teares flow- 
ing abundantly down his checkes, he ſaid to the IudgeYarro, it was 
fROonc 
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none bur I thar murdered the man , wherefore, I comm 
caſe of this Noble Gentleman Titus, who ſpeakes now too late for 
the ſafery of my life. Tits onthe other ſide, ſaid. Noble Prztor, 
this man (as thou ſeeſtis a ſtranger heere, and was found without 
any weapon,faſt aſleepe by the dead body : thou mayſtthen caſily 
perceiue,that meerely the miſerable condition wherein he is, hath 
made him deſperate,and he would make mine offence the occaſion 
of his death. Abſolue him,and ſend me to the Crofle, for none bur 
I hauedeſerued todie forthisfaR. - 

Varro wasamazed to obſerue with what earneſt inſtance each of 
them ſtroue to excuſethe other, which halfe perſwaded him inhis 
ſoule,thar they were both guiltleſſe. And as he was ſtarting vp,with 
full intentro acquaintthem : a yong man, who had ſtood there all 
this while,and obſerued the hard leading on either fide; he crow- 
ded intothe Barre, being named Publius Ambuſtcs , a fellowof 
lewd life, and vtterly out of hopes,as being debauchediin all his for- 
tunes,and knowne among the Romaines to be a notorious theefe, 
who verily had committed the murder. Well knew his conſcience, 
that none of them were guilry of the crime, wherewith each ſo 
wilfully charged himlſelfe : beingtherefore trucly toucht with re- 
morſc,he tept before Marcus Varrogfaying., 

Honourable Prz tor, mine owne horrid and abominable acti. 
ons, haue induced methustointrude my {elfe, for clearing the ſtrict 
contention betweene theſetwo perſons. And queſtionlefſe, ſome 
God or greater power, hath tormented my wretched ſoule, and fo 
compun&ually ſolicited me,as I cannot chuſe, but make open con- 
teſſion of my ſinne. Here therefore, I doc apparantly publiſh , that 
neither of theſe men is guilty ofthe offence, wherewith ſo wilfully 
each chargeth himſelfe. Iam the villaine, who this morning mur- 
deredthe man inthe Caue,one of nogreater honeſty then my ſelfe, 
and ſeeing this poore man lie there ſleeping, while we were diui- 
ding theſtolne booties berweene vs; I flew my Companyon, be- 
cauſe I would be the ſole poſſeſſor. As for Noble Lord Titw, he 
had no reaſonthus to accuſe himſelfe , becauſc is a man of no ſuch 
baſe quality : let them both then be delivered, and inflict the ſen- 
renceof death on me. 

Oftauius Ceſar,to whom rydings was brought of this rare ac- 
cident, commanding themalrhree to be broughr before him;would 
needs vnderſtand the whole Hiſtory in cuery particular as all had 
happened which was ſubſtantially related to him , Whercupon, 
Oftauius pleaſedthemall three : therwo noble triendes , becauſe 
they were innocent, andthethird, foropenly reucaling the very 
truth, 
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Titus rooke home with him his friend G:oppav, and after he had 
ſharpely reproued him for his diſtruſt, and cold credence of his 
fricendibip : 0 him to Sophronia, who welcomed him as 

louingly,as if he had bin her naturall borne brother, bemoaning 
his hard anddiſaſtrous fortune,and taking eſpecial care,to conyert 
all paſſed diſtreſſes,into as happy and comfortable achange, fitting 
him with garmentsand attendants , beſeeming his degree bothin 
Nobility and vertue. Titws,out of his honourable bounty, impar- 
ted halfe his lands and rich poſſeſſhons to him, and afterward gaue 
him in marriage, his owne Sifter, a moſt beautifull Lady, named 
Fuluta,faying to him beſide, My deare friend Giſippms,it remaineth 
now in thine owneeletion , whether thou wilt hue live here (till 
with me, or rcturne backe to Athens , with all the wealth which I 
haue beſtowed on thee. Bur Gr/ipps,being one way conſtrayned, 
by the ſentence of baniſhment from his natiue Ciry,& then againe, 
in regard of the conſtant loue, which he bare to ſo true and thanke- 
full friend as T3r#4 was : concluded to liue there asa loyall Eoman, 
where he with his Fuluia,and Titus with his faire Sophronte, liued 
long after rogether in one and the ſame houſe , augmenting daily 
(if poſſible it mightbe) their amity beyond all other equali- 
Zing. 

R molt ſacred thing therefore is cordiall amity,worthy not one- 
ly of ſinguler reuerence, but alſo to be honoured with erernall 
commendation, as being the onely wiſe Mother of all magnih- 
cenceand honeſty,the Siſter of Charity and Gratitude, the enemy 
to hatred and auarice, and which is alwayes ready ( without atten- 
dingto be requeſted) to exrend all vertuous actions to others, 
which (ſhe would haue done to her {clte. Her rare and divine 
effects, in theſe contrary times of ours, arc nottobe found between 
two ſuch pzrſons,which is a mighty taulr,and preatly checkerh the 
miſerable couerouſnelle of men, who reſpecting nothing bur one- 
ly their particular benefit 3 haue baniſhed true Amity, tothe 
vemolt confines of the whole earth, and ſent her into perpetuall 
exile, 

What louc,whar wealth,or affiniry ofkindred,could haue made 
Gifippus feele ( euen in the intyreſt part of his ſoule) the feruent 
compaſhon,the teares,the ſighes of Tit#s, and with ſuch cfhcacy as 
plainely appeared : ro make him conſent , that his faire clected 
Spouſe, by him ſo dearely cfteemed , ſhould become the wife of 
his Companion, but __ the precious league of Amity « VWhar 
Lawes,what threatnings, what feares, could cauſethe yong armes 
of Gi/ippis to abltaine embraces, betaking himſelfe to _ 

walkes, 


_— 


—O.— Ver ooo_ 


— —— = 


ON IonxumuS> oO EEE noone SD eo 


— gouerned by Pampbilus. 172 


walkes,and oblcure places, when in his owne bedde,he might haue 
enioyed ſo matchleſle a beauty (who perhaps deſired it ſo much as 
himlſelte)bur onely the gracious title of Amity : What grcatneſle, 
what merits or precedence,could cauſe G7 /ippzs notto care, forthe 
lofle of his kindred,thole of Sophron;a, yea, of Sophronia her elfe, 
not relpecting the diſhoneſt murmurings of bale minded people, 
their vile and contemptible language , ſcornes and mockertts, 
and all ro content and fatisfic a friend , but onely Dinine A- 
mity < 

nd now likewiſeto the other ſide. VVhat occaſions could 
compell Noble T:t#5,{o promptly and deliberatly, to procure his 
owne d-ath,to reſcue his friend from the croſle,and inflict the pain 
and thame vpon himlelfe, pretending not fce or know Giſippus at 
all, had it not bin wrought by powerfull Amity « What cauſe elſe 
could make Tits {0liberall,in dividing ( with ſi:chwillingneſſe)the 
larger part of his patrimony to Gi/ippms, when Fortune had diſpoſ- 
{e{t him of his owne, bur onely heaven-borne Amity 2 Whatelſe 
could haue procured T7, without any further dilation, feare or 
{uſpition,to giue his Siſter Fuluza in marriage to Giſippres, when he 
ſaw him reduced to ſuch extreame pouervy, diſgrace and miſery, 
bur oncly infinite Amity © To what end doe men care then, to co- 
uet and procuregreat multitudes of kinred, ſtore of brethren, num- 
bers of children,and to encreaſe ( with their owne monyes) plenty 
of ſcruants : when by the leaſt lofle and dammage happening, 
they forget all dury to Father, Brother,or Maſter « Amity andtrue 
friendſhip is of aquite contrary nature, ſatisfying ( in that ſacred 


bond)the obligation duero all degrees, both of parentage , and all 
allicnces elſe. | 


Saladine,the zreat Soldan of Babylon,in the habite of a Merchant, 
was houourably receiued and welcommed,jnto the houſe af Siznior 
Thorellod'Iſtria. Who trauelling ts the Holy Land, prefixed a 
certaine time to his Wife, for his returne backe to her agame,where- 
inf he failed,it was lawfull for her to take another Husband. - 
clouding himſelfe in the diſguiſe of a Faulkner, the Soldan tooke 
notice of him,and dia him many great honours. Afterward, Tho- 
rello falling ſicke,by Magical Art, hewas conseighed in one night 
to Pauia,when his Wife was to be married on the morrow : where 
making himſelfe knowne to her, all was diſappointed , and ſhee went 
home with him to his owne houſe. 

&$n. 
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The Tenth Day, © 
The Ninth Nouell. 


Declaring what an honourable vertue Courteſie s,in them that true- 
ly know how to vſe them, 


—_— — -— 


Adame Philomena hauing concluded her diſcourſe, and 
the rare acknowledgement , which Tit#s made of his 
eſteemed friend Grſippms,cxrolled iuſtly as it deſerued by 

all the Company : the King,reſeruing the laſt ofhceto Droners ( as 
it was at the firſt granted him) oy ro ſpeake thus, Withour all 
queſtion tothe contrary (worthy Ladies)nothing can be more true- 
ly ſaid,then what Madame Philomena,hath deliuered, concerning 
Amity,and her complaintin the conclulion of her Nouell, is not 
without great reaſon,to ſee it ſo flenderly reuerenced and reſpeed 
(now adaycs)among all men. Butit we had met here induty one- 
ly for correCtingthe abuſcs of iniquity ,and the maleuolent courſes 
ofthis prepoſterousage ; I could proceed turther in this juſt czuſe 
of coplaint. But becauſe our end aimeth at matters of other nature, 
it commeth ro my memory totel you of a Hiſtory,which(perhaps) 
may ſeeme ſomewhat long, but altogether pleaſant, concerninga 
magniticentaet of great Saladzne: tothe end, that by obſerving 
thoſe things which you ſhall heare in my Nouell, if we cannot (by 
reaſon of our manifold imperte&ions)intirely compaſſe the amiry 
of any one; yet(at leaſtywe may take delight,in ſtretching our kind- 
nef{c (in good deeds)fo farre as weareable, in hope one day after, 
ſome worthy reward will enſue thereon,as thereto iuſtly appertai- 
ning. 

[et metcll youthen,thar (as it is afirmed by many) inthe time 
of the Emperour Frederick, firſt ot that name, the Chriſtians, for 
the better recouery of the holy land , refolucd to makea grnerall 
voyage ouer the Seas. VV hich being vnderltood by Saladine, a 
very worthy Prince, andthen So/dan of Babylon : he concluded 
with himſclfe,that he would(in perſon) goe ſee, what preparation 
the Chriſtian Potentates made for this Warre, that hee might the 
berter prouidefor himſelfe. Hauing ſerlcd all rhings orderly in 
Aypt for the buſines,and making an outward appearance,as if he 
purpoſeda pilgrimage to Mecha : he fet onward on his journey, 
habited like a Merchant attended onely with two of his moſt No- 
ble and wiſeſt Baſchaes,andthree waiting ſeruants. 

When he had viſited many Chriſtian Provinces, and was riding 
thorow Lombardie,to paſſe the mounraines;ir fortuned,in his iour- 
neying from Millaineto Pawia, and the day being very farre ſpent, 
ſothat night haſtened ſpeedily on him : he met with a Gentleman, 
named Signior Thorella &Iſtria, but dwelling at Pauia, who with 


his 
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| }:is men, Hawkes and Hounds, went to a honſe of his, ſeatedina 
| ſingular place, and on the Riucr of Ticinum. Sigmor Thorello ſee- 
| ing ſuc! men making towardes him, prcfently imagined, that they 
were ſomeGentle-ſ{trangers, andfach hee defircdto reſpeR with 
honor. | 
W herefore, Sa/adine demanding of one of Thorellves men, how 
farre (asthen)it wasto Pau7a , and whether th: y might reach thi. 
ther by ſuch an houre, as would admit their entrance into the Cit- 
ty : Thorel/o,would not ſuffer his ſeruant ro returne the anſwer, bur 
replycd thus himfelte. Sir (quoth he) you cannot reach Paxza, bur 
night will abridge you of any cntrauncethere. I beſcech you then 
Sr ,anſwcred 5a/adzre, fauour vs {o much {becauſe weareall (tran- 
gers in theſe parts) as to tell vs where we may be well lodged. Thar 
{hal 1 Sir,faid Thore{{o,and very gladly too. 
Eucn arthe inſtant Sir, as we met with you, I had derermined in 
| my mind, to ſend one of my ſeruants ſomewhat neere to Panza, a- 
bout a buſineſle concerningmy {elte : he ſhall go along with you, 
and condutt you to a place, where you will be very well entcrray- 
ned. So, {teppingto him, who was of belt diſcretion amongſt his 
men, he gaue orderto him what ſhould bee done, and ſent him 
with them. Himſeclfe, making haſt by a farre necrer way, cauſed 
Supper to be prepared in worthy manner, andthe Tables to be co- 
uered in his Garden; andall things being in good readincfle, he ſate 
d owne at his doore, to attend the comming of his gueſts. The Ser- 
uingman,diſcourſing with the Gentlemenon diuers occaſions, pui- 
ded them by ſuch vnvſuall paſl 1ges, as (before they could diſcerne 
it)he brought them ro his Maſters houſc; where ſo ſocne as Thore!- 
{otaw them arriued,he went forth to meerthem, aſſuring them all of 
moſt hearry welcome. 

Saladine, who was a man of accute vnderſtanding, did well per- 
ceiuc, thar this Knight Thore//o miſdoubred his going with him, if 
(when he methim) hee ſhould haucinuitced him; and therefore, be- 
cauſe he would not be denied, of entertaining him into his houſe ; 
he made choiſe of this kinde and honourable courſe, which cauſed 
him to returnethis anſwer. Gentle Sir, ifcourreſie in one mah to 

another, do deſcrue condemning, then may weiuſtly complaineof 

| you, who mcering vs vpon the way, which you haue ſhortened by 
your kindneſſe. and wich weare no way able ro deſerve, wee are 
conſtrained to accept, raking you to bee the mirrourof courtetic. 
Thorello being a Knight of ingenious apprehenſton,and wel langua- 
ped, replyed thus. | 

Gentlemen; this courtclie ({eeing you terme it ſo) which you re- 


ceyue 
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T receiue of me, in regard of that iuſtly belonging to you, as your fa- 
ces do ſufficiently informe mee, is matter of very {lender account. 
Bur aſſuredly out of Pavia, you could not hauc any lodging, deſer- 
uing to be termed good. And therefore, let ir not bee diſpleaſing 


ro you, if you hauea little gone forth of the common rode way, to 


haue your entertainment ſomewhat bettered, as many trauaylers 
are caſily induced to do. 


Hauing thus ſpoken, all the people of the houſe ſhewed them- 
ſclues, in ſeruiccable manner to rhe Gentlemen, taking their horſes 
asthey diſmounted , and Thorells himſeclfe, conduttcd thethree 
Gentlemen, into three ſcucrallfaire Chambers,which in coſtly ma- 
ner were Poe for them, wheretheir boots were plucke off faire 
Napkins with Manchets lay ready, and delicate Wines to refreſh 
their wearied (ſpirits, much prety conference being entercourſed,ril 
Supper time inuited them thence. 

Saladine, and they that were with him, ſpak* the Latine tongue 
very readily, by which meancs taey werethe better vnderſtoode, 
and Thorello(cemed (in their tadgement) to bee the moſt gracious, 
compleate, and beſt ſpoken Gentleman, as cuer they met within all 
their tourncy. Irappearedalſo (on the other f1de)to Signiour Tho- 
rello, that his gueſts were men of great meric, and worthy of much 
more cſtceme, thenthcre he could vſe rowards them : whe-efore, it 
did highly diſtaſt him,that he had no more friends therethis night 
ro keepe them company, or himſclte better prouided for their cn- 
ecrtainment, whichhee intended (onthe morrow)ro recompence 
with larger amends ardinner. 

Heereupon, hauing inſtrued one of his mea with what hee in- 
tended, heſent him to Pauza, which was not farre off (and where he 
kept no doore ſhut) to his Wite, named Madam Aazaletta; a Wo- 
man ſingularly wiſe, and ofa Noble ſpirtt,necding little or no dire- 
ction, eſpecially when ſhe knew her husbands minde.As they were 
walking in the Garden, Thore/odelired to vnderſtand, of whence, 
and whatthey were * Whereto Saladinethus anſwered. Sir, wee 
arc Cyprian Marchants, comming now from Cypres,and arc trauai- 
lingto Pars, about affires of importance. Now truſt me Syr, re- 
plyed Thorello, I could heartily wiſh, that this Countrey of ours 
would yeeld ſuch Gentlemen,as your Cypres affordeth Marchants. 
So, falling from onediſcourle vato another, Supper was ſeruedin 
and looke howe beſt themſclues plealſcd, ſothey fate atthe Table, 
where (we neede make no doubt)they were reſpeed in honoura- 
ble order. 

So ſoone asthe Tables were withdrawne, Thore/loknowing they 
might be weary, brought thera againe to their Chambers, where 


commait- 
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commitring them to their good reſt, himſelfe went to bed ſoone af- 
ter. The Seruantſent to Paxia, delivered the meſſageto his Lady, 
who, not like a woman of ordinary diſpoſition, but rather trucly 
Royall, ſent Thorellves ſeruants into the City, to make preparation 
fora Feaſt indeed, and with ligheed Torches (becauſe it was forc- 
what late) they inuited the very greateſt and nobleſt perſons of the 
Citic, all the roomes being hanged wichthe richeſt Arras, Clothes 
of Golde worke, Veluets, Silkes, and all other rich adornments,jin 
ſuch manner as her husband had commanded , and anſwerable ro 
her owne worthy mind,being no way to learne, in what manner to 
cntertaine ſtrangers. 
Onthe morrow morning, the Gentlemen aroſe, and mounting 
on horſcbacke with Signior Thorello, he called for his Hawkes and 
Hounds, broughtthem to the Riuer,where he ſhewed two or three 
faire flights : but Saladzpe defiring to know, which was the fayreſt 
Hoſtery in all Pavia, Thorello anſwered. Gentlemen,I wil ſhew you 
that my ſelfe, in regard I hauc occaftonto ride thither. Which they 
belccuing, werethe better contented, and rode on direAly vnto Pa- 
#14,Arriuing thereabout nine ofthe clocke, and thinking he guided 
then tothe beſt Inne, he broughtthem ro his owne houſe , where, 
abouc fifty of the worthieſt Citizens, ſtood ready to welcome the 
Gentlemen, imbracing them asthey lighted from their Horfles . 
Vhich Salaaine, and his aſſociates perceiuing, they gueſſed as it 
was indeede, and Saladine layd. *$. tea me worthy Thorelo,this 
15 not anſwerable to my demand ; you didtoo 6 HI 7 
and much more then we could deſire or deſeruz : Wherefore, you 
might wel be the ſooner diſcharged of vs, and let vs trauaile on our 
1Ourney. 

Noble Gentlemen, replyed Thorello (for in mine cye you ſeeme 
noleflc) that courteſie which you met with yeſter-mghrt, I am co 
thanke Fortune for, morethen you, becauſe you were then ſtraited - 
by ſuch neceſſity, as vrged your acceptance of my poore Country 
houſe. But now this morning, Iſhall account my (clfe much be- 
holdingro you(as the like will all theſe worthy Gentlemen here a- 
bout you) if you do bur anſwer kindnes with kindnes, and notre- 
fuſe to take a homely dinner with them. 

Saladine and his friends, being conquerd with ſuch porent per- 
{waſions, and already diſmounted from their horſes, ſaw that all 
deniall was mccrly in vaine : and theretorc thankfully condiſcen 1- 
ing (after ſome tew ceremonious complements were oucr-palt) the 
Gentlemen conducted them to their Chambers, which were moſt 
ſumptuouſly prepared for them, and having laid aſtdetheu riding 
garments, bcinga little refreſhed with Cakes and choice ge ; 
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"  theydeſcended intothe dining Hall, the pompe whereof Iamnot | 
able to report. | 
When they had waſhed, and were ſearedat the Tables, diner 
was ſerued in moſt magnificent ſort, ſo that if the Emperor himſelf 
had bin there, he could norhaue bin more ſumpruouſly ſerued. And 
although Sa/adine and his Baſchacs were very Noble Lords, and 
wonted to [ce matters of admiration : yet could they do no lefſe 
now, bur rather exceeded in maruaile , conlidering the qualitic of 
the Knight, whom they knew to beea Citizen, andno Princeor 
grcat Lord. Dinner bcing ended, and diuers familiar conferences 
paſſing amongſt them : becauſe it was exceeding hot, the Gentle- 
menot Pauia (as it pleaſed Thorelloto appoint) went to repoſe 
themſclucs awhile, and he keeping company with his three gueſts, 
brought them into a goodly Chamber, where, becauſe he would 
not faile inthe leaſt ſcruple of courreſic, or conceale from them the L 
richeſt Iewell which he Re he ſent for his Lady and wife, becauſe 
(as yet) they had nor ſeenc her. 
She was a Lady of extraordinary beauty,rall ſtature, very ſump- 
tuouſly attired, and hauing two ſivcet Sonnes (reſembling Angels) 
ſhe came with them waiting before her,and graciouſly ſalured her 
gueſts. Arher comming, they aroſe, and hauing recciued hir with 
great reuerence, they {cated herin the midſt, kindly cheriſhing the 
ewo Children. Aftcr ſome gracious Language palt on cyrher lide, 
ſhe demanded of whence, and what they were, which they anſwe« 
redin the ſame kind as they had done before to her husband. Af- 
rerward, with a modeſt ſmiling countenance, ſhelayd . Worthy 
Gentlemen, lct not my weake Womaniſh diſcretion appeare dt- 
ſtaſtable, in deftring to craue one eſpectall fauour from you, name- 
ly,notto refuſeor diſdaine a (ſmall gift, wherewith I purpoſeto pre- 
ſent you. Bue conſidering firſt, thar women (according to their ſim- 
ple faculty) arc able to beſtow bur filly pifrs : ſo you would be plea- 
ſed, to re{pe& more the perſon thar is the giuer,thenthe quality or 
quantity of the gift. 
Thencauſing to be brought(for each of them)two goodly gowns 
or Robes (madeafter the Perſian manner) rhe one lyned thorough 
with cloth of Gold, and the other with the coſtlyeſt Fur, nor after 


ſuch faſhion as Citizens or Marchants vic to weare, bur rather bc- 


ſceming Lords of greateſt account, and threelight vnder-wearing 
Caſſocks or Mandillions, of Carnatian Sattin, richly Imbroidred 
with Gold and Pearles, and lined thorow with White Taffara,pre- 
ſ —_ gifrsro him, ſhe ſayd. Idefire you Gentlemento re- 
ceiue theſe meanetrifles, ſuch as you ſee my Hueband wearesthe 
like, andtheſc other beſide, conſidering you are ſo far from your 

Wauues, 
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Wiues, hauing trauailed a long way already, and many miles more 
yetto ouertake ; alſo Marchants (being exccllent men) affc& to be 
comely and handſome in vheir habits; although thele are of lender 
valuc, yct (inneceſlity) they may do you leruice. 

Now was Salaarne and his Baſchacs halte aſtonycd with admi- 
ration, at the magnificent minde of Signiour Thorel/o, who would 
not forget the lealt part of courtefic towardes them, and greatly 
doubred(ſeeing the beauty and riches ofthe Garments) lealt they 
were diſcoucred by Thorel/o. Neuertheleſſe, one ofthem thus an- 
{wered the Lady. Beleeue me Madame, theſe are rich guiftes, nor 
lightly eitherro be giuen, or receyued : but in regard ot your ſtrict 
impoſition, we are notablero deny them. This being done, with 
molt gracious and courteous demeanour, ſhe departed from them, 
leauing her Husband to keepe them ſtill companie ; who turniſhed 
their ſeruants alſo, with diuers worthy neceffarics hitting for their 
10urney. Ph 

Afterward, Thore//o (by very much importunitie) wonne them 
roſtay with him all the relt of rhe day; wherefore, when they had 
reſted themſclues awhile, being attyred in their newly giuen robes, 
they rode on Horſebacke thorow the Citty . Whenſuppcr time 
came, they ſupt in moſt honourable and worthy company beceing 
afterwards Lodgcd in moſt faire and ſumpruous Chambers, and 
being riſen in the morning, in exchange of their ho: ſes(ouer-weati- 
ed with Trauaile) they found three other very richly furnifhed,and 
their men alſo in like manner prouided . Which when Saladine 
had perceyucd, he tooke his Baſchacsaſide, and ſpakeinthis man- 
ner. 

By our greateſt Gods, I neuer met with any man, more compleat 
in all noble perfeRtions, more courteous and kindethen Thorelois. 


- Ifallthe Chriſtian Kings, in the true and heroicallnature of Kings, 


do dealeas honourably as I ſee this Knight doeth, the Soldane of 
Babylon is not able to endure the comming of one of them, much 
lefſe ſo many, as wee ſee preparing ro make head againſt vs. But 
beholding , that both refuſall and accepration, wasall one in the 
minde of 7horello : after much kinde Language had bin intercour- 
(ed betweene them, Salad;ne (with his Attendants) mounted on 
horſcbackc. 

Signiour Therello, with a number of his honourable Fricnds(to 
thenumber of an hundred Horfſe) accompanied them a great di- 
ſtance from the Citie, and although it greeued Saladine excecding- 
ly, to leauc the company of Thorello, ſo dearcly he was affected to 
him : but neceſſity (which controllerhthe power of all lawes what- 


ſocuer) muſt needs diuiderhem : yet requeſting his returne agayne - 
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 _ thatway, ifpoſlibly it might be granted ; which S/ad;ne promiſed 
but did not performe. Well Gentlemen (quoth Thorel(oar parting) 
I know not what you arc, neither (againſt your will) do I {fire it: 
bur whether you be Marchanes or no, remember me in your kind- 
neſle, and ſo to the heauenly powers I commend you. Saladrye, ha- 
uing taken his leaue of all them that were wirh Thorells, returned 
him this anſwer. Sir,it may one day hercafter ſo happen,as we ſhal 
let youſee ſome of our Marchandiſes, forthe better confirmation 
of your belecfe,and our profeſſion, 

Thus parted Signior Thorello and his friends, from Saladine and 
his company, who verily determined in the heighth of his minde, 
if he ſhould be ſpared with life, and the warre (which hz expeRed) 
concluded : to requite Thorello with no lefle courtelie, then v5 had 
already declaredto him; conferring a long while after with his 
Baſchaes, borh of him and his beauteous Lady, not forgettingany 
of their courteous ations, but gracing them all with deſerued com- 
mendation. Bur after they had (with very laborious paines) ſur- 
uzycd moſt ofthe Weſterne parts, they all rooke Shipping, and re- 
turned into Alexandria : ſuthciently informed, what preparation 
was to be made for their owne detence. And Signior Thoredo bc - 
ing come backe againe to Pau7a, conſulted with his priuat thoughts 
(many times after)whar theſe rhree trauailers thould be, but came 
farrc {hort of knowing the truth , till (by experience) hee became 
better informeq, 

Vhen the time was come, that the Chriſtizns were wo make 
their paſſage, an | wonertuil grear preparations, in all places per- 
formed : Signiour Thore/s, 1 otwirhſtauding therearcs and intrea- 
ties of lis Wife, determincd to be one 1n fo wonorthy and honons+ 
rable2 voyage: and hauing madehis prouiſtion rcady,nothing wan- 
ting but mounting on Horſcbacke, ro go where he ſhould take ſhip- 
ping; to his Wife (whom he moſt intrely aftected) thus liceipake, 
Madame, I pgoc as thou fecſt in this ;amous Voyage, as well for 
mine Honour, as alſo the benchee ot my {oule z all our goodes and 
poſſcſhons, I commitro thy vertuous care. And becauſclam not 
certaine of my returning backe againe, in regard of a thouſand ac- 
cidents which may happen, in ſucha Countrey as I goe vneo: I de- 
ſire onely but one fauour of thee, whatſocucr daunger (hall befall 
mee; Namely, whenany certaine tydings ihall be brought niece of 
my death ; to ſtay no longer before thy tecond marriage, but one 
yeare, one month, and one day; to begin on this dayot my depar- 
ogon thee. 

he Lady, who wept cxcecdingly, thus anſwered. Alas Sir : I 
know not how to carry my ſelfe,in ſuch extremity of greete,as now 


you 
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you leaue me ; burifmy life ſurmount the fortitude of ſorrow, and 

whatſocuer ſhall happento you for certainty, either life or death : 
L willliuve and dye the Wife of Signiour Thorello,and make my ob- 

ſequies in his memory onely. 

Not ſo Madame(Creplyed her Husband) notſo , Benort ouerraſh 
'n promiling any thing, albeit I am well aſſured, that ſo much as 
conliſterh in thy ſtrength, I make noqueſtion of thy performance, 
But conſider withall (deare heart) thou art a yong woman, beauri- 
rull, of great parentage,and no way thereto inferior inthe bleſſings 
of Fortune. 

Thy Vertues are many, and vniuerſally borh divulged and kno- 
wen, 1n which reſpe&, I make no doubt , bur divers and ſundric 
great Lords and Gentlemen (if but the leaſtrumor of my death be 
noyſed) will make ſuite for chee ro thy parents and brethren, from 
whoſe violent ſolicitings, wouldſi thou neuer ſo reſolutely make re- 
{1ſtance, yet thou canſt not be able ro defend thy ſelfe; but whether 
thou wilt or no, thou muſt yeeld to pleaſe them;and this is the on- 
ly reaſon, why I would tic thee to this limited time, and not one day 
or minute longer. 

Adalietta, \weetly hugging him inher armes, and mclting her 
ſelfe in killes, {1ghes, and teares on his face, ſaid. VVell Sir, I will do 
{0 much asI am able, inthis your moſt kindeand louing impoſiti- 
on : and when I ſhall bee compelled ro the contrary : yerreſt thus 
conſtantly aſſured, thatI will notbreake this your charge, ſo much 
as inthought. Praying cuer heartily to the heauenly powers, that 
they will dire your courſe home againe ro me, before your prefi- 
xcd date,or elſe I ſhall live in continual languiſhing.In the knitting 
vp of this woful parting,cmbracing and kiſling cither infinit times, 
the Lady tookea Ring from oft her finger, and giuing ic to her huſ- 
band, ſaid. IfI chaunceto dic before I ſee youagaine, remember 
me when you looke on this. Herecciuing the Ring,and bidding all 
che reſt of his Friends farewell, mountcd on horſcbacke, and rode 
away wel attended. | 

Being come vnto Gerneway, he and his company boordeda Gal- 
ley, and (in few daycs after) arriued at Acres, where they ioyned 
themſeclues with the Chriſtian Army, wherein there happened a 
veric dangerous mortality : During which time of ſo ſharpe viſt- 
ration (the cauſe vnknowne whence it proceeded) whether tho- 

Touphthe induſtrie, or rarherthe good Fortune of Saladine, weil- 
neere all thereſt of the Chriſtians (which eſcaped death) were 
ſurprized his priſoner (withour a blow ſtrucken) and ſundred and 
impriſoned in divers Townes and Cirties. Amongelt the which 
number of priſoncrs, ir was Signior Thorelloes chaunce to be one, 
Yy2 ©" 
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and walked in bonds to Alexandria, where being vnknowne, and 
fearing leaſt he ſhould be diſcoucred : conſtrained thereto meerly 
by neceſſicy, hee ſhewed himſelfe in the condition of a Faulconer , 
wherein he was very excellently experienced, and by which means 
his profeſſion was made knowne to Salad:ne, hee deliuercd out of 
we? i and created the Soldans Faulconer. 

Thorello(whomthe Soldane called by no other name, then the 
Chriſtian, neyther ofthcm knowing the other) ſadly now remem- 
bred his departure fiom Paz, deviſing and practiſing many 
times, how he might eſcape thence, but could not compaſſe it by a- 
ny poſſible meanes . Wherefore, certaine Ambaſladours becing 
ſent by the Gencwayes, to redeeme diuers Cittizensof theirs, there 
detained as priſoners, and being ready to returne home againe : he 
purpoſed to write to his Wite, that he was liuing,and wold repaire 
ro her lo ſoone as he could, deliring the ſtill continued remembe- 
rance of her limited rune. By cloſe and cunning meancs hee wrote 
th- Letter, carncſtlyintreating one ofthe Ambaſladors(who knew 
him pertectly, but made no outwardapparancethereof) to deale in 
ſuchſort for him, that the Letter might be deliuered to the handes 
of the Abbot D/ San Prerro mt Cield Oro, who was (indecde) his 
Vnckle. 

While Thorello remayned in this his Faulconers condition, it 
fortuned vppon a day, that Saladine, conuerſing with him abour 
his Hawkes : Thorello chanced to ſmile, and vicd ſuch a kinde of 

eſture or motion with his Lippes, which Sa/ad7ne (when he was in 

Fs houſe at Pauza) had heedtully obſcrued, and bythis norte, in- 
ſtantly he remembred Signior Thore/lo, and began ro cychimvery 
reſpeiuely, perſwading himſeltc that he was the ſame man. And 
therefore falling from their former kinde ofdiſcourſing : Tell mee 
Chriſtian /quoth Sa/adine) what Country-man arr thou of the 
Weſt ? Sir, anſwered Signiour Thore/o, I am by Country a Lom- 
bard, bornc in a Citty called Pana, a poore man, and ot as poore 
condition. | 

So ſoone as Saladine had heard theſe Words ; becomming aſſu- 
red inthat which (but now) he doubted, he ſaide within himſelfe. 
Now the Gods hane giuen me time, wherein I may make knowne 
tothis man, how thankefully I accepted his kinde courreſie, and 
cannot eaſily forgetit. Then, withour ſayingany thingelſe,, cau- 
ſing his Guard-robe to be ſer opcn, he tooke him with him thither, 
and ſayde. Chriſtian, obſerue well all theſe Garments, and quick- 
cnthy remembrance, intelling mee truly, whether thou haſt ſcene 
any ofthem before now, or no. Signiour Thorel/o looked on them 
all aduiſedly, and eſpyed thoſc two cſpeciall Garments, which his 
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wife had giuen one of the ſtrange Merchants; yet he durſt not credit 

ic,or that poſſibly itcould be the ſame, neuertheleſſe he id. Sir, 

I doe not know any of them , buttrue it is,that theſe two docre- 

ſemblerwo ſuch Robes,as I was wont to weare my ſelfe, and theſe 

(or thelike)were giuen to three Merchants, that happened to viſite 
my poore houſe. 

Now could Sa/adine containe no longer , but embracing him 
ioytully in hisarmes,he ſaid. You are Signior Thorello&1ſtria, and 
I am one of thoſe three Merchants,to whom your Wife gauetheſc 
Roabes: zndnow thetime is cometo giue you credible intelligence 
of my Merchandiſe,asI promiſed at my departing from you, for 
ſuch a time (I told you) would comeart length. Thorello, was both 
elad,and baſhfull rogether: glad , that he had entertained ſucha 
Gueſt,and baſhfully aſhamed, that his welcome had not exceeded 
in more bountifull manner, Thorel/o,replyed Saladine, ſecing the 
Gods haue fent you ſo happily to me : account your ſelfe to be ſo- 
ly Lord here,for I am now no morethen a priuate man. 

[amnot able to expreſle their counterchanges of courtelie, Sa- 
[adize commanding him to be cloathed jn Royall garments , and 
brought into the preſence of his very greateſt jad where hauing 
ſpoken liberally in his due commendation , he commanded them 
to honour him as himſelte , if they expected any grace or favour 
from him,which euery one did immediatly,burt (aboue all the reſt) 
rhoſe two Baſchaes,which accompanied Salaazye at his houſe. The 
oreatneſle of this pompe and glory,ſo ſuddenly throwne on Signi- 

or Thorello, made him halte torget all matters of Lomberate , and 
| {o much the rather,becauſe he had no doubt at all, but that his let- 
rers,were ſafely cometo the hands of his Vncle. 

Here I am totell you,that inthe Campe or Army of the Chri- 
ſtians,on the day when Saladine made his ſurprizall, there was a 
Prouinciall Gentleman dead and buried, who was Signior Thorello 
de Diznes, aman of very honourable and great eſteeme, in which 
reſpect(Signior Thorellod [ria knowne throughoutthe Army,b 
his Nobility and valour) whoſocuer heard that Signior Thorello 
was dcad : beleeueditto be Thorellod 1ſtria, and not he of Diznes, 
ſo that Thorellod' Iſtriaes vnknowne ſurprizall and thraldome, made 
it alſo to paſlc foranaſſuredtruth. 

Beſide,many Italians returning home, and carrying this report 
for credible; ſome were fo audacioully preſumptuous, as ny as 
uouched ypon their oathes,thar not onely they ſaw him dead , but 
were preſcnt at his buriall likewiſe. Which rumour comming to 
the care of his Wife, and likewiſe to his krared and hers : procured 
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agreat andgricuous mourning among them,andall that happened 
ro hearethereof. 

Guer-tcdiousrime itwould require, to relate at large, the pub- 
lique griefe and ſorrow , with the continuall lamentations ot his 
Wife, who (within ſome tew monerhs after ) became tormented 
withnew marriage ſolicitings , before ſhe had halfe ſighed forthe 
firſt : the very greateſt perſons of Lomberdie making the motion, 
being daily followed and furthered by her owne brothers and 
friends. Still (drowned in teares) ſhe returned denyall, till in the 
end,whenno contradiction could preuatle, to ſatisfic her parents, 


and the importunarte purſuers : ſhe was conſtrained to reveale, the 
charge impoſed on her by hcr Husband,which ſhee had vowed in- 
fallibly to keepe , and till that very time,ſhe would inno wiſe con. 
{enr. 

VWhilewooing for aſecond wedding with Adalie/ta, procee- 
ded inthis manncratPaxza, it chanced on a day, that Sionior Tho- 
rello had eſpied a man in Alexanaria,whom heſaw with the Gepe- 
way Ambaſladours, when they ſet thence towards Geneway with 
their Gallies. And cauſing himto be ſentfor, he demaunded of 


i 


him,the ſucceſle of the voyage,and when the Gallics arriued at Ge- . 


newayzwhereto he returned him this an{ivere. My Lord, our Gal- 
lies madea very fatall voyage,as it is (already) roo well knowne in 
Creete , where my dwelling is. For when we drew ncere $1icilie, 
there ſuddenly aroſea very dangerous Nonh-Weſt-windc, which 
droue vs on the quicke-Sands of Barbarie,where not any man eſca- 
ped with lite, onely my ſelfe excepred, but ( inthe wracke) two of 
my brethren periſhed. 

Signior T/horelo,giuing credit tothemans words , becauſe they 
were molttrue indeed,and remembring alſo, that the time limitted 
to his Wite, drew neere expiring within very tew daycs, and no 
newesnow poſhbly to be (ent thither of his life, his Wife would 
queſtionleſſe be marryed againe : he fell into ſuch a deepe concei- 
red melancholly, as food and fleepeforſooke him, whereupon,he 
kept his bed, ſctting downe his peremprory reſolution for death. 
When Fs rs dearely loued him)heard thereof, hecamein 
all haſte toſee him, and hawing (by many carneſt perſwaſions and 
entreaties)vnderſtood the cauſe of hismelancholly and ſickeneſſe: 
he very ſeuercly reproued him , becauſe he could no ſooner ac- 
quaint him therewith. Many kind and comfortable ſpeeches, he 
gaue him, with conſtantaſſurance that (ifhe wereſo minded) he 
would ſo orderthe buſineſle for him , as he ſhould be at Pavia, by 


the ſame time as he had appointedto his Wife,and reucaledto him 
alſothe manner how. 
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Thorellpverily beleeuedthe Soldanes promiſe , becauſe he had 
often heard the poflibiligy of performance, and others had effeted 
as much,dijuers times elſe-where : whereupon he began to comtort 
himſelfe, ſoliciting the Soldan earneſtly that it might be accompli- 
ſhed. Saladinelcnt for one of his Soxcerers ( of whole $kill he had 
formerly made experience ) to take adircct courſe, how Signior 
Thorells ſhould be carryed(in one night)to Pavia , and being in his 
bed. The Magitian vndertooke to doe it, bur, for the Gentlcmans 
more eale,he muſt firſt be poflefſed with an entraunced dead flecp. 
Saladine being thus aſſured of the deeds full effeting, he came a- 
gaineto Thorello,and finding him to be ſerled for Pawia ( if poſſibly 
it might be accompliſhed by the determined time, or elſe no other 
expectation but death)he ſaid vnto him as followeth. 

Signior Thorello,if with true affection you loue your Wife, and 
miſdoubt her marriage toſome other man : I proteſt vnto you, by 
the ſupreme powers, that you deſerue no reprehen(ion in any 
manner whatſocuer. For,of all the Ladyes that eucr I haue ſeenc, 
ſhe is the oncly woman, whole carriage,vertues,and ciuile ſpcakin 
(ſetting aſide beauty,which is bur a fading lowre ) deſerueth mott 

| gracioutly to be reſpected, much moreto be attected inthe higheſt 
| degree, It were to me no meane fauourof our Gods, ({ceing For- 


en. mm 


tunedirected your courſe fo happily hither ) that for the ſhort or 
long time we haue to live, we might reigne equally together in 
theſe Lingdomes vnder my ſubieion. Bur if ſuch grace may not 
begranted me,yer, ſeeing it ſtands mainly vponthe perill of your 
life,to be ar Pauiaagaine by your own limitred time, it is my chic. 
felt comfort,that I am therewith acquainted, becauſe intended to 
haue you conueighed hither, yca,cuen into your owne houſe, in 
| ſuch honourable order as your vertues doe juſtly merit, whichin 
| regard it cannot be fo conueniently performed, but as I haue alrea- 
dy informed you,and as the neceſſity of the caſe vrgently comman- 
| deth; accept itas ir may be beſt accompliſhed, 
\ Great Saladine(an{wered Thorella)eftefts (without words)hauc 
already ſufficiently warranted your Gracious diſpoſition towards 
me,farre beyond any requitall remayning in me; your word onely 
being enough tor my comfort in this caſe, either dying or liuing. 
But in regard you haue taken ſuch order formy departure hence, 
Tdefire ro haue it done withall poſhble expedition, becauſe to mor- 
row is the very laſt day,thatI amrto be abſent. Saladye proteſted 
that it ſhould be done, and the fame evening 1n the great Hall of 
his Pallace, commandedarich and coſtly Bedde tobe ſet vp, the 
mattras formed after the Alexandrien manner, of Veluet an oO 
| | old, 
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Gold,the Quilrs,counter-points and couerings , ſumptuouſly im- 
broydered with Orient Pearles and Preciwus Stones, ſuppoſed to 
be of ineſtimable valuc,and two rarely wroug' 'Pillowes, ſuch as 
beſt beſcemed ſo ſtately a Bedde, the Curtaincs and Vallans euery 
way equall rothe other gs pe. 

W hich being done,he commanded that Thorelo (who was ins 
differently recouered)ſhould be atryred in one of his owne ſump- 
tuous S4racine Roabes, the very faireſt and richeſt that ever was 
ſeene,and on his head a Maicſticall Turbant , after the manner of 
his owne wearing,and the houre appearing to be ſomewhart late,he 
with many of his beſt Baſchaes, wentro the Chamber where Tho- 
rello was,and fitting downe a while by him, in teares thus he ſpake. 
Sipnior Thorello, the houre for ſundering you and me, is now ve- 
ry nccre,and becauſe I cannot beare you company,in regard of the 
buſinefle you gocabout, and which by no mcanes will admit it ; 
Iam to take my leaue of youin this Chamber, and therefore am 
purpoſely come to doc it. But before I bid you farewell, letme 
entreat you,by the loue and friendſhip confirmed betweene vs, to 
be mindfull of me,and to take ſuch order (your affaires being fully 
finiſhed in Lombardie)that I may once more cnioy the fight of you 
hcre,for a mutuall ſolace and farisfattion of our mindes, which are 
now diuided by this vrgent haſt. Till which may be granted , let 
me want no viſitation of your kindletters, commanding thereby of 
me,whatfocuer here can poſſibly be done for you : aſſuring your 
ſclfe,no man liuing can command me as you doc. 

Signior Thorello could not forbeare weeping, but being much 
hindred therby,anfwered in tew words. Thar he could not poſhbly 
forget, his Gracious fauours and extraordinary benctirs vicd ro- 
wards lim, but would accompliſh whatſoeucr hee commaunded, 
according as hcauzn did enable him. $7 

Hcreupon, Saladine embracing him, and kiffing his forchead, 
ſaid. All my Gods goe with you,and guard you from any perill, 
departing ſo our ofthe Chamber weeping, and his Baſchaes (ha- 
uing likewiſe taken their leaue of Thorello ) followed Saladire into 
the Hall, whercas the Bedde ſtood readily prepared. Becaufe 
it waxed very late, and the Magitian alſo there attending for his 
diſpatch : the Phiſitian went with the potion to Thore//o, and 
perſwading him, in the way of friendfhi , thar it was onely to 
ſtrengthen him atftcr his great weaknes: he Jreank it off, being there- 
by immediately catraunced, and ſo preſently ſleeping, was(by 
Ssladenes command)laid on the ſumptuous and coſtly Bed, where- 
on ſtood an Imperiall Crowne of infinite value, appearing 
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(by a deſcription engrauenonit ) that Saladipe ſent itto Madame 
Adatzetta, the wife of Thorello. On his finger alſo hee puta Ring, 
wherein was enchaſedan admirable Carbuncle, which ſeemed like 
a flaming Torche, the valuethercofnot to bee eſtimared. By him 
likewiſe hee laida rich ſword, withthe girdle, hangers, and other 
furniture, ſuchas ſeldomecan: be ſeene the like. Then hee laida 
Tewell onthe Pillow by him, fo ſumptaouſlie embeliſhed with 
Pearles and worn Stones, as might haue beſcemed the grea- 
reſt Monarch in the World to weare. Laſt of all, on either ſide 
of them , hee ſet two great Baſons of pure Gold., full of double 
ducates, many cords of Orient Pearles, Rings, Girdles, and other 
coltly Iewells ( ouer-tedious to bee recounted ) and kiffing him 
once more as heelay inthe bzdde,commanded the Magirian to dif- 
patch and be gone. | 

Inſtantly, the bedde and Thorelloinit,in the preſence of Saladine, 
was inuiſtbly carried thence, and white he fate conferring with his 
Baſchaes, the bed, Signior Thore//o, and all therich Iewells about 
him , was tranſported and ſetin the Church of Say Pietro in Ciel 
d Orein Pauia,according to his own requeſt,and ſoundly ſleeping, 
being placed direRly before the high Altar. Afterward,whenthe 
bells rung to Mattines, the Sextonentringthe Church with a light 
in his hand (where hee beheld alight of greater ſplendor) and ſud- 
dcnly eſpicd the ſumptuous bedde there ſtanding : not only was he 
ſmitten into admiration , but hee ranne away allo very fearefully, 
When the Abbot andthe Monkes mette him thus runrung intothe 
Cloyſter, they became amazed, and demanded the reaſon why he 
ranneinſuch haſte, whichthe Sexton told them. How * quoththe 
Abbot, thou art no childe, or anew-comehithet , to beſocafilie 
affrighted in our holy Church , where Spirits can haueno power 
to walke, Godand Saint Peter (wee hope) are-.ſ{tronger for vs then 
ſo : whereforeturne backe with vs , and let vs ſeethecauſe of thy 
fcare. AED 

Hauing lighted many Torches , the Abbot and his Monkes en- 

tred with the Sexton into the Church} where they beheld the 

* wonderfull riche bedde , and the Knight lying faſt a-ſleepe init, 
Whilethey ſtoodall in amazement, not daring to appproach neere 
the bedde, whereon lay ſuch coſtly Iewells : it chanced that Sig: 
nior Thorello awaked , andbreathed forth a vehement ſigh. T 
Monkesandthe Abbot ſecing himto ſtirre, ranneallaway in feare, 
crying aloud , Godand S. Peter defend vs. MP 

By this time Thore//o had opened his eyes, and looking round a- 

bout him, perceiuedthat hee was inthe place of Saladines promile, 
whereofhee was not a little joyful. a om ſitting vp in "_ 
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bedde, and genital obſcruingall the things abour him : albeit © 
he knew ſufficiently the magnificence of Saladine,yetnow it appea- 


red far greaterto him, and imagined more largely thereof, then hee 
could | before, But yet, without any other ceremony, ſceing the 
flight of the Monkes, hearing their cry, and perccining the reaſon, 
he called the Abbot by his name, defiring him nor to be afraid, for 
he was his Neph<w There{o,andno other. 

Whenthe Abbot heardthis,hee was ten times worſe afftighted 
then before, becauſe (by publique fame) hee had becne ſy many 
moneths dead and buried z but recciuing ( by true arguments ) ber- 
ecr aſſurance of him, and hearing him ſtill call him by his name : 
bleſſing himſelfe with the ſigne of the Croſſe, hee went ſomephar 
ncerertothe bed, when Thorello{:id. My louing Vncle,and rcligi- 
ous holy Father,wlierofare you afraid*I am your louing Nephew, 

newly returned from beyond the Seas. The Abbor,ſecing his beard 

& be grownlong, and his habit aftcr the Arabianfaſhion, did yer 
colle& ſome reſcmblance of. his former countenance ; and being 
berter perſwaded of him, tooke him by the hand, ſaying : 
Sonne thou art happily returned, yerthere is not any manin our 
Citie , bur doth verily belecue thee to bee dead, and therefore 
doe not much wonder at our feare. Moreouer ; Idare aſſure thee, 
that thy Wife Adabetta, being conquered by the controuling com- 
mand, and threatnings of herkinred (but much againſt h-r owne 
minde) is this vcry morning to be married to anew husband , and 
the marriage feaſt is ſolemnly prepared , in honour of this ſ:cond 
nuptialls. | 

Thorel ariſing out of the bedde, gaue gracious ſalutationsrothe 
Abbot and his Monks, intreating earneſtly of them all, rhar no 
word might be ſpoken of his returnc, vntill he had complcated an 
important buſinefſg. «Afterward, having ſafely ſecured the bedde , 
and all the rich Tewclls, he fully acquainted the Abbor with all his 
per fortunes,whereof he was immeaſurably ioyfully, & hauing 

tished him, concerning the new elected husband, Thorelo ſaid vn- 
to the Abbot. Vackle, before any rumour of my returne,I would 
gladly ſee my wiues behauior at this new briding feaſt, & although 
men ofreligionare ſcldome ſecne at ſuch Iouiall meetings : yet(for 
my ſake) doe you lo orderthe matrer , that T (as an Arabian ſtran- 
ger)may be a gueſt ynder your proreQion: wherto the Abbor very 
gladly condeſcended. 

In the morning, he ſent to the Bridegroom, and aduertiſed him, 
that he (witha ſtranger newly artived ) intented ro dine with him, 
which the Gentleman accepted inthankefull manner. And when 
dinner time came , Thorello in his ſtrange diſguiſe went wa he 
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Abbot tothe Bridegroomes houſe, where he was lookt on with ad- 
miration of all th gueſts, but not knowne or ſuſpected by any one; 
becauſe the Abbot reported him to bea Sarracine, and ſent by the 
Soldane(in Ambaſlage)to the King of France. Thoreffo was ſeated 
ata by-table, bur direQly oppoſiteto thenew Bride, whom hee 
much dclighted to looke on, and eaſily colleRted by her ſad counte- 
nance, that ſhee was ſcarcely well pleaſed with this new nuprialls; 
She likewiſe beheld him very often, not in regard ofany knowlege 
ſh: rook of him:for the buſhineſs of his beard, ſtrangerieſs of habit, 

4 (but moſt of all)firm beleefe of his death,was the maine preucniti6, 
| Atſuch time as Thorelothought it conuenient , to approuc how 
farre he was falne out of her remembrance , hetookthe ring which 
{he gaue him athis departure,and callinga young Page that waited 
on none but the Bride, ſaid to himin Italian: Faire youth, goec to 
the Bride, and ſaluting her from me, tell her, it is a cuſtome obſer- 
| ued in my Country, that when any Stranger (as I am heere) fitterh 
before a new married Bride, as now ſh-e 1s, in{ignethat heeis wel. 
come to her feaſt, ſhe ſendeththe ſame Cup (wherein ſhe drinketh 
her ſelte)full of the beſt wine, and whenthe ſtranger hath drunke 
ſo muchas him pleaſeth, the Bride thcn pledgeth him withall the 
reſt. The Page delivered the meſſage rothe Bride, who, being a 
womanof honourable diſpoſition,and reputing him to be a Noble 
Gentleman,to teſtifiethar his preſence there was very acceptablets 
her, ſhee commandeda faire Cuppe of gold (which ſtood direAlie 
before her ) to bee neately waſhed , and when it was filled with 
excellent Wine, cauſed itto bee carricd tothe ſtranger, and ſo ig 
was Cone. 

Toorelio having drunke a heartiedrwght to the Bride, conuey- 
ed the Ring intothe Cuppe, before any perſon could percciue it, 
and hauing left but ſmall ſtore of Wine init, coveredthe Cuppe, 
and ſent it again? tothe Bride, who recciued it very graciouſly, 
and to honour the Stranger in his Cuuntries cuſtome, dranke vp 
the reſt of the Wine, and c{pying the Ring, ſhee rooke it forth vn- 
deſcued by any : Knowing ir to be the ſame Ring which ſhee gaue 
f Signior Thorel(oat his parting, from her; ſhe fixed her eyes often on 
| it,& as often on him, whom ſhe thoughtto be a ſtranger, the cheer .. 
full bloud moun:ing vp into her checks, and returning againe with 
remembranceto her heart, that (howſocuerthus diſguiſedzhe oaly 
was her husb:nd, 

Like one o* Bacchus Froes, vp furiouſly fhe ſtarted, and throw- 
Ing downe the Table b+fore her,cried out aloud : This is my Lord 
and Husband, thistruely is my Lord Thore/o. So running to the 
Table where he late, without regard - all theriches a = 
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ſhe threw it likewiſe, and claſping her armes abour his necke, hung 
ſo mainly on him (weeping, ſobbing, and kifſing him) as ſhe could 
not be taken off by any of the company, nor ſhewed any modera- 
tion in this exceſle of paſſion, till Thore//o ſpake, and entreared her 
to be more patient, becauſe this extremity was ouer-dangerous for 
her. Thus wasthe ſolemnitie muchtroubled, but euery one there 
very gladand ioyfull for the recouery of ſuch a famous and worthy 

'eht, who intreated them all to vouchſafe him ſilence, and ſo re- 
latedall his fortunes rothem, from the rime of his departure,tothe 
inſtant houre. Concluding withall, that hee was no way offended 
with the new Bride-groome , whovpon the ſo conſtant reporrt of 
his death, deſerued no blame in making eleion of his wife. 

The Bridegroome, albeit his countenance was ſomewhat clou- 
dic,to ſee his hope thus diſappointed: yer granted freely, that Ada- 
lietto was Thorello s wife in equitie, and hee could not iuſtly lay any 
claimero her. Shealfo reſigned the Crown and Rings which ſhe 
had ſo lately receiued of her new Spouſe , and pur that on her fin- 
ger which ſhe found in the Cup,and that Crowne was ſet vpon her 
head, in honor ſent her from great Saladine. In whichtriumphant 
manner, ſhe left the new Bridegrooms abiding,and repayred home 
to Thorello's houſe , with ſuch pompe and magnificence as neuer 
had the like been ſeenc in Pata before, all the Citizens eſteeming 
itas a miracle, that they had fo happily recouered Signior Thorelo 
apaine. 

pt part of the Iewells hegaueto him , who had beene at coſt 

with the marriage feaſting, and ſome to his Vncle the Abbor, be- 
fidea bountic beſtowed onthe Monkes. Then he ſent a meſſenger 
to Saladine, with Letters of his whole ſucceſle, and confeſſing him- 
ſelte (for cuer) his obliged ſeruant : living many yeeres (after) with 
his wife Adalietta, and viing greater curteſies to ſtrangers,then cuer 
before he had done. 

Inthis manner ended the troubles of Signior Thore4o,and the at- 
fictions of his dearely affeed Lady,with due recompencetotheir 
honeſt and ready courtefies. Many ſtriue(in outward ſhew)to doe 
the like, whoalthough they arc ſufficiently able, doe performe it ſo 
baſcly, as it rather redoundeth to their ſhame, then honour. And 
therefore if no merit enſuethercon, bur onely ſuch diſgrace as iuſily 
ſhould follow , let them lay the blame vpon themſelues. 
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The Marqueſſe of Saluzzo , named Gualticro , being tenſtr ainedby 
the importunate ſoliciting of bis Lords, andother inferiour peaple, ro 
ioyne himſelfe in marriage ; tooke a woman according ta his owne ti- 
king, called Grizelda, ſhe bezng the daughter of apoareCountriman, 
vamed Janiculo,by whom he bad two children which he pretended to 
be ſecretly murdered. Afterward, they being grown to yeres of more 
ſtature, and making ſhew of taking in marriage anotber wife ;- mare 
worthy of bis high degree and Calling : made a ſeeming publique li- 
king of hes owne bu ug expulling b1s wife Grizeldapoorely fram 
him. But finding her incomparable patience , more dearely (then be- 

fore) heereceined her into fanour againe, brought her bome ta'his 
owne Pallace, where (with her children ) hee cauſed her and them 10 
be reſpettiuely honoured, in deſþight of allher aduerſe ememies. 


— 
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The Tenth Nouell. 


Set downe as an example or warning to all wealthie men , how to hane 
carc of marr ying $45 aps And likewiſe topoore and meane wo- 
men, to be patient in their for;unes, and oveaient to their hasbands. 


! 
| 


ZR Vcſtionleſſe,the Kings Nouelldid not ſo much exceedthe 
I reſt in length, but it prouedas pleaſing rothe whole aſſem- 
zS>< bly,S& paſt with their generall approbation,till Diopens(in 
a merry icſting humour ) ſaid. The plaine honeſt frmple man,thar 
ſtood holdingthe Candle, to ſeethe ſetting on of his Mules tayle; 
deſerued two penny-worthof more praile, then all our applauding 
of Signior Thorello : And knowing himlclfero bee left for the laſt 
ſpeaker, thus he began. 

Milde & modeſt Ladies,for ought I can perceiueto the contrary, 
this day was dedicated tonone bur Kings, Soldanes, and great Po- 
tentates , not in fauourof any inferiour or meaner perſons, And 
therefore , becauſe I would be lothto diſ-ranke my ſelfe trom the 
reſt, Ipurpoſe to ſpeake of a Lord Marqueſſe, notany matter of 
great magnificence, bur rather in a more humble nature,and forred 
ro an honeſt end : which yetTI will not adute any ro immitate, be- 
cauſe (perhaps) they cannot ſo well digeſt ir, as they did whom my 
Nouell concerneth, thusthenl begin. 

It is a great while ſince,when among thoſe that were Lord Mar- 
queſlſesof Saluzz9, the very greateſtand worthicſt man of themal, 
was a young Noble Lord, named Gwaltiero, who hauing neyther 
wife norchulde, ſpenthis time innothing elſe but hawking 8: hun- 
ting : nor had heany minde of marriage, or ro enioy the _ of 
children, 
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whercin many did repute him the wiſer. But this being 
diſtaſtfullto his ſubicQts, they very oftcn earneſtly ſolicired him, ro 
match himſeclfe with a wife, to the end, that hee might nor deccaſe 
without an heire , nor they be lcft deſtitute of a ſuccceding Lord ; 
offering themſelucs to prouide him of ſucha one, ſo well deſcen- 
ded by Farther anc Mother, as not only ſhould confirm their hc pe, 
bur 
thus anſwered. 4 
Worthie friends, you would conſtraine me to the thing, where- 
with I neuer hadanyintent to meddle, conſidering , how difficult 
acaſe it is to meet with ſucha woman, who can agree witha man in 
all his conditions, and how greatthe number is of them,who daily 
happen onthe contrarie : but moſt (and worſt of all the reſt ) how 
wretched and miſerable prooues the lifeof man , whois boundro 
live with a wife not fir for him. Andinſaying,you can learnto vn- 
derſtand the cuſtome and qualities of children, by behauioar otthe 
fathers and mothers, and ſo toprouide mce of a wife, iris a meere 
argument of folly : for neither ſhall I comprehend, or you cither , 
the ſecret inclinations of parents , I meane of the Father, 2nd much 
lefſe the complexion of the mother. But admitre it were within 
compaſſc of powerto know them , yer it is a frequent ſight, and 
obſerued eucry day ; that d1ughters doe reſemble ncither father 
- nor mother, bur thar they are naturally gouerned by their owne 
But becauſe youare ſo deſirous to haue me fettered inthe chains 
of wedlocke ; | am contented to grant what you requeſt. And be- 
cauſe | would haue no complaint inade of any but my ſelte, if mar- 
ters ſhould not happen2n{werablero expeRtation;I will make mine 
owne eyes my electors, and nor ſce by any others ſight. Giuing 
yourhis afl:'rince before, that if ſhe whom I ſhall make choice of , 
benot of you honoured and reſpected as your Lady and Miſtreſſe: 
it will enſue to your detriment, how much you haue diſpleaſed me, 
to take a wife at your requeſt,and againſt mine owne will. 

The Noble men anſwered, that they were well ſatisfied, proui- 
ded that he tooke a wife. 

Some indifferent ſpace of time before, the beauty,manners,and 
well-ſceming vertues, of a poore Countrie-mans daughter, dwel- 
ling in no farre- diſtant village, hadappearcd very pleafingto-the 
Lord Marqueſle, and gave him full perſwaſion , that with her hee 
ſhould lead a comfortable life. And therefore withour any further 
ſcarch or inquiſition, he abſolutely reſolued to marry her, and ha- 
uing conferred with her Father, agreed, thathis daughter ſhould be 
his wife. Whereupon,the Marqueſle madea generall conuocation 


ns Sig him high contentment; whetetothe Lord Marqueſs | 
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Conuocarion of all his Lords, Barons, and other of his eſpeciall 
friends , from all parts of his Dominion, and when they were 
aſſembled together, hee then ſpake vnto them in manner as fol- 
loweth. 

Honourablefriends, irappeared pleaſing to youall, and yer (I 
thinke) you are of the ſame minde,that I ſhould diſpoſe my ſelfe to 
take a wife : and Ithereto condeſcended , more to yeeld you con+ 
tentment, then for any particular defirein my felfe. Let meenow 
remember you of your ſolemne made promile, with full conſent to 
honorand obey her(whoſocuer)as your Soueraigne Lady and Mi- 
ſtreſſe,that I ſhall eleXro make my wife:and now the time is come, 
for my exacting the performance of thar promiſe, and which I look 
you muſt conſtantly keepe. I haue made choyce ofa yong virgine, 
anſwerable ro mine owne heart and liking, dwclling not farreoff 
hence, whom [ intend to make my wife, and (within few dates) ro 


hane her brought hometo my Pallace, Let your care and diligence* 


then extend ſo farre,as to ſee that the feaſt may be ſumptuous, and 
herentertainmentto bee moſt honourable : ro the end that I may 
receiue as much contentment in your promiſe performed , as you 
ſhall perceiueI dociin my choice. 

The Lords and all the reſt, were wondrouſly ioyfull ro heare him 
ſo well inclined, expreſling no lefle by their [hours and iocund ſuf- 
frages : proteſting cordially , .that ſhe ſhould be welcommed with 
pompeand maicſtic, and honoured ofthemall, as their Liege La- 
dic and Soueraigne. Afterward, they made preparation for a 
princcly and magnificent feaſt, as the Marqueſſe didthe like, fora 
marriage of extraordinary ſtate and qualitie . inuiring all his kin- 
red,friends,and acquaintancein all parts and Prouinces,about him. 
Hee madealſo readie moſt riche and coſtly garm-:nts , ſhaped by 


the bodyofacomely young Gentlewoman, who he knew to be e- 


quall in proportionand ſtature , to her of whom hee hade made his 


eleftion. © 


Whenthe appointed nupriallday was come, the Lord Marques, 
about nine of x clocke inthe morning, mounted on horſe-backe , 
as all the reſt did, who came.to attend him honourably , and 
hauing all things in due readinefſe with them, helſaid : Lords, it is 
time tor vsto gve ferchrhe Bride. $50n hee rode with his traine, 
to the ſame poorc Vill:ge whereas ſhee dwelt , and when hee was 
cometo her Fathers houſe, hee ſaw che maiden retuming very ha- 
ſtily from a Well ; wherc ſhee had bcene to terch apaile of water , 
which ſhce ſer downe, and ſtood ( accompanicd with other mai- 
dens) to ſee the paſſage by of the Lord Marqueſle and his traine. 
Gualtierocallcd her by her name, which was Grizelds, and _ 

cr 
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her, where her Father was : who baſhfully anſwered him, and with 
an _ courtelic, ſaying, My graciousLord, hee is inthe 
houle. 

Then the Marqueſſe diſmounted from his horſe , commanding 
euery onetoatrend him , then all alone hee entredinto the poore 
Cottage, where he found the maides father, being named 7aniculo, 
and ſaid ynto him. God ſpeed good Father, Iam cometo eſpouſe 
thy daughter Grizelda : but firſt I haue a few demands to make , 
which I will vtter to her inthy preſence. Then hee rurned to the 
maide, and f{ajde. 

Faire Grizelda , if I make you my wite, will you doe your beſt 
endeauour to pleaſe me, in all things which I ſhall doe or fay 7 will 
you alſo be gentle, humble, and patient ? with divers other the like 
queſtions : whereto ſhe ſtill anſwered, that ſhe would , ſo necre as 
heauen (with grace) ſhould enable her. 

Preſently he tooke her by the hand, ſo led her forth of the poore 
homely houſe, and in the preſence of allhis company , with his 
owne hands, he took off her meane wearing garments, ſmocke and 
all, and cloathed her with thoſe Robes of State which he had pur- 
poſely brought thither for her , and plaiting her haire oucr her 
ſhoulders, hee placed a Crowne of gold on her head, whereat cue- 
ry one ſtanding as amazed , and wondring not a little , heeſaid: 
Grizelda, wilt thou haue me to thy husband. Modeſtly bluſhing , 
and kneeling on the ground, ſheanſwered. Yes my gracious Lord, 
if you will accept ſo poore a maiden to be your wife. Yes Grize/as, | 
quoth hee, with this holy kiſſe, I confirme thee for my wife, and | 
ſo eſpouſed her before chem all. Then mounting her on a milke- 
white Palfray, brought thither for her , ſhee wasthus honourably 
conductcd to her Pallace. 

Now concerning the marriage feaſt andtriumphes, they were 
performed with no lefſe pompe, then if ſhe had beene daughter to 
the King of France. And the young Bride apparantly declared, 
chat (with her garments) her minde and behauior were quite chan- 
ged. For indeed ſhee was ( as it were ſhameto ſpeake otherwiſe) a 
rarecreature, both of perſon and perfeRtions, and not onely was 
ſhceabſolutefor beautze, but ſo ſweetely amiable, gracious, and 
goodlic;asif ſhe were not the daughterof poore Ianiculo, anda 
Countric Shepheardeſſe, but rather of me Noble Lord, where- 
at euery one wondred that formerly had knowneher. Beſide all | 
this, ſhee was ſo obedient to her husband , fo feruent inall durifull 
offices, and patient, without the very leaſt prouoking : as hee held 


himſelfe much more then contemed, and the onely happy man of 
the world. 


Oe 


In 


— a © O——— 


X gonerned by Pamphilus. 183 

Inlikemanner,cowards the ſubiects of her Lord and Husband, | 

| ſhe ſhewed hcr ſelfealwayes ſo benigneand gracious'; as there was 
not any one,but the morethey lookt on her , the berterthcy loucd 
her,honouring her voluntarily ,and prayingto the heavens. for her 
health, dignity and well-far”: long continuance. Speakiag now 
(quite contrary to their former opinion ofthe Marqueſle) honou- 
rably and worthily , that he had ſhewne him lelfe a ſingular wilc 
man,inthe cletion ofhis Vife, whichtew clſe ( but he) inthe 
world would have done : becauſe their iudgementmight fall farrc 
ſhorr,of diſcerning thoſe great and precious vertues, veiled vnder 
a homely habite, andobſcured in a poore Countrey cottage, To 
be briefe,in very ſhorrtime,nor onely the Marquiſare it ſelfe , but 
all ncighbouring Prouinces round about, had no other common 
ralke,bur of her rare courſe of life, deuorion, charity,and all good 
ationselſe; quite quailing all ſiniſter Inſtruions of her Husband, 
before herecciued her in marriage. 

Abour foure or five yeeresafter the birth of her daughter, ſhce 
conceiued with child againe, and (atthe limitted houre of deliue- 
rance) had a goodly Sonne, to the no little liking of the Mar- 
queſſc. Afterward,a ſtrange humour entred into his braine,name- 
ly,that by 1 long continued cxpericnce,and courſes of intollerablc 
qualityzhe would needes make proofe of his faire Wiwwes patiencc. 
| Firſt he began to prouoke her by iniurious ſpeeches, ſhewing fierce 
| and frowning lookes to her, intimating ; that his people grew dil- 
| pleaſed with him,in regard of his Wiues baſe birth and education, 

and ſo much the rather, becauſe ſhe was likely ro bring children, 

who(by her blood)wereno better then beggers, and murmurcdar 

- thedaughtcralready borne. Which words when Gr/zel/da heard, 
without any alteration of countenance,for thecaſt diſtemperaturc 
in any rs action. ſhe ſaid. 

My honourableand gracious Lord, diſpoſe of me,as youthinke 
beſt, for your owne dignity and contentment, for I ſhalltherewith 
be well pleaſed : as ſhe that knowes her ſelfe, farre interiour to the 

meaneſt of your people, much leſlie worthy of the honour,where- 
to you liked to aduance me, 

This anſwere was very welcome to the Marqueſle,as apparantly 
perceiving hereby, that the dignity whereto hee had exalted her, 
or any particular fauours beſide, could nor infect her with any 
pride,coyneſſe,or diſdaine, Not long after, hauing told herinplaine 
and open ſpeeches , that his ſubic&s could nor endure herſo late 

3 bornedaughter: he called a truſty ſeruant of his,and having inſtru- - 
: Red him what he ſhould doe, ſent him to Grizel/da, and he beinga. 
| lone with her, looking very ſadde,and much perplexedin mind, he 
Aaa laid, 
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fide. Madame , except I intend to looſe mine owne life, 
I muſt accompliſh what my Lord hath ſtrialy enioyned me,which 
i5,cotake this your yong daughter,andthen I muſt : So breaking 
off abruptly,the Lady hearing his words, and noting his frowning 
lookes,remembring alſo what the Marqueſle himlelte had former. 
ly faid ; ſhe preſemly imagined, that he had commanded his ſer- 
uamt to kill the childe. Suddenly therefore, ſhe rooke it out of the 
Cradlc,and hauing ſweetly kiſſed, and beſtowne her bleſfing on it 
(albcir her heart throbbed, with the inward affection of a Mother) 
without any alteration of countenance, ſhe tenderly laid itin the 
feruantsarmcs,and ſaid, Here friend,take it,and doe with itas th 
Lord and mine hath commanded thee : but leaue it in no ride 
place, where birds or fauage beaſts may devoure it, except it be his 
willto haue it lo. 

The ſeruant departing from her with the child, *and reporting 
to the Marqueſſ; what his Lady had ſaid, he wondered at her in- 
comparable conſtancy. Then he ſent it by theſame ſeruant to 
Bolozna .to an honourable Lady his kinſewoman, requeſting her 
(without reuealing whoſe child it was)toſeeit both noblyand care- 
fully educated. 

At time conuenient afterward, being with child againe, and de- 
livered of a Princely Sonne (then which nothing could be more 
toyfull ro the Marqueſle)yetallthis was not ſufficient for him ; bur 
with farre ruder language then before, and lookes expreſſing harſh 
intentions, he ſaid vnto her, Grizelda, though thou pleaſcſt mc 
wonderfully,by the birth of this Princely Boy,yer my ſubic&s arc 
not therewith contented, but blunder abroad malicioufly,; that the 
grand-child of [2niculo, a poore countrey pezant, when I am dead 
and gone, muſt be their Soueraigne Lord and Maſter. Which 
makes me ſtand in feare of their expulſion , and to preuent that, I 
muſt be rid of this childe, as well as the other, and then (ſcnd thee 
away from hence, thatI may takeanother wite , more plcaſing to 
them. 

Grizeldz,witha patient ſufferent ſoule, hearing what he hadſaid, 
returned no other anſwere bur this. Moſt Graciousand Honoura« 
ble Lord,fatisfie and pleaſe your owne Royall minde, and neuer 
vic any reſpet of me: for nothing is precious or pleaſing to mee, 
but what may agree with your good liking. Within a while after, 
the Noble Marqueſle in the like manner as he did before forthe 
Davghter,ſo he ſent the ſame ſeruant for the Sonne, and ſeemi 
as if he had ſent it to haue been laine,conucighed itto be nurſedat 

Bologna, in company of his ſweete Siſter. Whercat the Lady 
ſhewed no other diſcontentment in any kinde , then waneey 
c 
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ſhe had done for her , tothe no meane mgruell of the 
Marqueſſe,who proteſted in his ſoule, thar the iike woman was 
not in all the world beſide, And were itnot for his heedfull obſer= 
uation, how louing and carefull ſhe was of her children, prizing 
them as dearely as her owne life : raſh opinion might haue per- 
ſwaded him, that ſhe had no more in her, thena carnall affc&ion, 
not caring how many ſhe had, fo ſhee might thus eaſily be rid of 
them; but heknew her to beatruely vertuous mother, and wiſely 
liableto endure his ſeuereſt impoſitions. 

His Subiects belecuing, that he had cauſed the children to bee 
{laine,blamed him greatly, thought him tobea moſtcrucllman, 
and did highly compaſſionate the Ladies caſe : whowhen ſhee 
came in company of other Gentlewomen, which mourned for 
oy deceaſled qi bans anſwere nothing elſe : but that 
they could nc be more pleaſing to her, thenthey were to the ta- 
char E-: robs them. is : 

Within ccrtaine yeares aftcr the birth of theſe children, the 
Marqueſle purpoſed with himſclte , ro make his laſt and finall 
proofe of faire Gr:zeldes patience, and faidto ſome neere abour 
him : that he could no longer endure,to keepe Grizelda as hi wiſe, 
confeſſing,he had done fooliſhly, and acorn to a young giddic 
Weng ac he was ſo raſh inthe marriage of her. Whertore he 
would ſend to the Pope, and purchaſe a diſpenſation from him, 
to repudiate Grize/4a,and take another Wife, Wherein although 
they greatly reproued him, yet he told themplainely, that it muſt 
needes bc ſo. 

The Lady hearing theſe newes,and thinking ſhe muſt returne a- 
gaineto her poore fathers houſe,and (perhaps )to her old "14s 
tion of keeping ſheepe,as in her yonger dayes ſhe had done, vnder- 
ſtanding withall,that another woman muſt enioy him , whom ſhee 
dearely loued and honoured, you may well thinke(worthy Ladies) 
that her patience wasnow puttothe maine proofe indeede. Neuer- 
theleſſe,as with an inuincible true vertuous courage, ſhe had ort- 
ſtood allthe other iniuries of Fortune , ſo did ſhe conſtantly ſettle 


her ſoule,to beare this with an vadaunted countenance and beha-. 


utour. | 
Ar ſuch time as was prefixed for the purpoſe,counterfeit Letters 
cametothe Marqueſle(as ſent from Reme ) which he czuſed to be 
publikely read in the hearing of his ſubie<ts : that the Pope had dil- 
penſcd with him,to leaue Grize/4a,and marry with another Wite, 
wherefore, ſending for her immediatly,in preſence of them all,thus 
he ſpake to her. Woman, by conceſſion ſent me from the Pope, 
hc hath diſpenſed with me,to make choyceof another Wite, and 
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to free my ſelfe from thee. And becauſe my predeceſſors haue 
beene Noblemen,and great Lords in this Country, thou being the 
daughter of a poore Countrey Clowne, and their blood. and mine 
notoriouſly imbaſed,by my marriage withthee: I intend to haue 
chee no longer my Wite,but will returne thee home to thy Fathers 
houſe, with all the rich Dowry thou broughteſt me; and then I wil 
rake another Wife , with whom I am already contracted, better 
beſeeming my birth,and farre more contenting and pleaſing tomy 
ople. 
e The Lady hcaring thcſe words (not without much paine and 
difficulty)reſtrayned her teares,quite contrary to the naturall incli- 
nation of women, and thus anſwered, Great Marqueſle, Incuer 
was ſo empry of diſcretion ,bur did alwayes acknowledge,that my 
baſe and humble condition, could nor in any manner ſute with 
your high blood and Nobility,and my being with you , Leucr ac- 
knowledged, to proceed from heauen and you , not any merit of 
mine, but onely as a fauour lent me , which you being now pleaſed 
to recall backe againe, I ought to be pleaſ.d (andſo am) tharit bee 
reſtored. Here is the Ring, wherewith you Eſpouſed me ; here (in 
all humiliry) I deliucr it ro yoi1. You command me,ro carry home 
the marriage Dowry which I brought wich me : there1s no need 
ofa Treaſurerto repiy it me, neither any new purſe to carry it in, 
muchlefſe any Sumpterto be laden with it. For ( Noble Lord ) it 
it was neuer out of my memory, that you rogke me ſtarke naked, 
and if it ſhall ſceme lightly to you,tharthis body which hath borne 
two children, and begotten by you, muſt zg1ne be ſeene naked ; 
willingly muſt I depart hence naked. But humbly beg of your 
Excellency,in recompence of my Virginity, which I brought you 
blameleſſe,ſo much as inthought : that I ray haue but one of my 
wedding Smocks,onely to conceale the ſhame of nakedneſle, and 
then depart rich enough. 

The Marqueſſe whoſe heart wept bloody teares , as his eyes 
wouldlikewiſe gladly hue yeelded their naturall tribute ; couered 
all with a diſſembled angry countenance,and ſtarting vp.,ſaid.Goe, 

0 - giue hera Smocke onely, and ſo ſend her gadding. All there pre- 
ent about him,entreated him to let her haue a petticote, becauſe ir 
might not be ſaid,that ſhe who had been his Wife thirteene yeares 
and more,was ſent away ſo poorely in her Smocke : butall their 
perſwaſtons preuailed not with him. Naked in her Smocke, with- 
out hoſe or ſhooes, bareheaded, and not ſo much as a Cloth abour 
her necke,tothe great griefe and mourning of all that ſaw her, ſhe 
went hometo her old Gchers houſe, PE: 
d 
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And he ( good man) never belecuing,thatthe Marqueſſ: would 
long keepehis daughrer as his Wife , bur rather expccted daily, 
what now had happened: fafcly laid vpthe garments, whereot the 
Mxrqueſſe deſpoyled her, the ſame morning when he ef pouſcd her. 
Wherefore he delivered them to her, and ſhe fell ro her fathers 
houſhold buſinefle, according as formerly ſhe had done; ſuſtay- 


ning with a greatand vnconquerable ſpirir, allthe cruell aſlaulrs of 
her enemy Fortune, 

Abourluch tune after, as ſuted with his owne diſpoſition, the 
Marqueſle made publiquely knowneto his ſubſets ,thar he meant 
ro 10yne 1n matriageagain,with the daughter ro one of the Counts 
of Panago, and cauling preparation to be made for a ſumptuous 
wedding ; he {ent for Grize/aa,and ſhe being come, thus he { pake 
ro her. The Wite that I haue made the new cletion of, is to ar- 
riuc here withinvery few dayes,and at her firſt comming, I would 
Haue her ro be moſt honourably entertained. Thou knoweſt I hauc 
no women inmy houſe, thatcan decke vp the Chambers, and {cr 
all requiſitethings in due order , befitting for ſo ſolemne a Feaſt : 
and therefore I ſcent for thee, who knowing (better then any other) 
all the partes, proui ſton and goods in the houſe, ſer euery thing in 
ſuch order,as thou (haltthinkeneceſlary. 

Invite ſuch Ladies and Gemlewomen as thou wilt , and giuc 
them welcome, eucnas if thou wert the Lady ot the houſe : and 
whenthe marriage is ended, returne then home to thy father a- 

aine. — | 
s Although theſe words pierced like wounding daggers ,the heart 
ofpoorec ( but Nobl: patient) Grizelda, as bcing vnableto forger 
the vncquald loue ſhe bareto the Marqueſle, though the dignitic 
of her former fortune,more caſily {lipt out of her remembrance ; 
yet neuerthcleſſe,thus ſheanſwered. 

My Gracious Lord,l am glad I can doe you any feruice , wherc- 
in you ſhall find mee both willingand ready. In the ſame poore 
garments,as ſhe came from her fathers houſe, (although ſhee was 
turned out in her Smocke) ſhe began to {weep and make cleane the 
Chambers,rubbe the ſtooles CES in the Hall, and ordercd 
things in the Kitchin,as if ſhe werethe worſt maide inal the houſe, 
neuer ceaſing or giuing ouer, tillall things were in due and decent 
order.as beſt beſcemed inſuch a caſe. Afterall which was done,the 
Marqueſſe, hauing invited all the Ladies of the Countrey, to be 
preſent at ſo greata Feaſt : when the marriage day came, Grizelaa, 
| in her gowne of Countrey gray, gaue them welcome, in honou- 
j rable manner , andgraced them all with very cheerefull counte- 
nance. 
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Gaaltieroche Marqueſlc,who had cauſcd his two childcn to be 
nobly nouriſhed at Bo/ogna , with a neere kinlwomen of Fis , who 
had married with one of the Counts of Panago, his daughter being 
now agedrwelue ycares old,and ſome-what more , asalſo the Son 
about 11xe or {cuen. He ſent a Gentleman cxpreſly to his kindred, 
to haucthem come and viſlite himar Sa/uz=4,bringing his daugh- 
cr and Sonne withthem,artended invery honourable minner,and 
publiſhing eucry where asthey came along, that the young Virgin 
(knowne to none but himſeclte and them ) ſhould be the Wite to 
the Marquellc,and that onely was the cauſe of her comming. The 

Gemieman was not f1:ckc,inthe execution of thetruſt repoled in 
him : but hauing made conuenicnt preparation;withthe kindred, 
Sonne,darghter,and a worthy company attending on them, arri- 
ucd at Saluzza about dinner time, where, wanted no relort, from R 
all nei2hbouring parts round about, to ſcerhe comming of the : 
Lord Marquctlcs new Spouſe. 

By the Lords and Ladgics ſtc was toyfully entertained,and com 
ming into the great Hall, wherethe Tables were readily couercd: 
Grizelda,in l\cr homcly Country habite, humbled herfelfe before 
her, ſaying. Gracious welcome, to the new elcfted Spoule ctrhe 
Lord Marquclle. | 

All the Ladies there preſent, who had very earneſtly importu. 
ned Gualt:ero (butin vaine)that Grize/da, might cither be ſhut vp 
inſomc Chiwbcr,or cliero lend her the wearing of any other gar- 
ments,which formerly had been hcr owne, becouſe ſhe ſhould nor 
be ſopoorely [cence among ſtrangers : being {card at the Tables, 
ſhe waited on them very ſeruiccably. The yong Virgin was obſer- 
ucdby cuery one, who ſparednotto ay , thatthe Marqueſle had 
madc an exccl|cnt change : but aboue them all, Grizelda did moſt 
coinmend hcr,znd ſo did her brother likewiſe, as young as he was, 
yct not knowing herto be his Siſter, 


Now was the Marqueſle ſufhciently ſatisfied in his ſoule, that 
he had ſcene ſo muchas he defired , concerning rhe patience of his 
Wife, who in ſo many harr-gricuing trials, was neucr noated {0 
muchas toalter her countenance. And being abſolutely perſwa- 
ded, that this procceded not from any want of vnderſtanding in 
her, becauſe he knew herto beſingularly wife : he thought it high 
time now,to free her from theſe afflicting oppreſſions,and giuc het 
ſuch aſſurance as ſhe ought to haue. Wherefore, commanding her 
into his preſence,openly before all his aſſembled friends, ſmiling on 
her,he ſaid. Whatehinkſt thou Grize/da of our new choſen Spouſe? 
My Lord(quoth ſhc)I like her excceding well,and if ſhe be ſo wiſe, 
as ſhe isfaire ( whuch vercly Ithinke (ſheſs) I make no doubr bur 
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you ſhall liue with her, as the onely happy man of the world. Bne I 
| humbly entreat your Honor (ifT haucany power in meto preuaile 
by) that you would not giue her ſuch cutting and vnkind language 
| as you did to your other wife : for I cannor thinke her armed with 
ſuch parience, as {hould(indeed)ſupport them : as wel in regard ſhe 
is much yonger, as alſo her more delicate breeding and education, 
whereas the who you had before, was brought vp in continual toile 
and trauaile. 

When the Marqueſle perceyued, that GriFelda belecued verily, 
this yong daughter of hers ſhould be his wife, and anſwered him in 
ſo honeſt and modeſt manner : he commanded herto ſit downe by 
him, andſaide. GriFelda, itis now morethen fitretime, thatthou 
{houldſt taſte the fruire of thy longadmired patience,and thar they 
who haue thought mecruell, harſh and vnciuill natured, ſhould ar 
length obſcrue, that T haue done nothing baſely, or vnaduiſedly. 
; Forthis was a worke premeditated before, for enſtruQing tice, 

whatitisto b2 a married wife, and to let them know (whoſocucr 
they be) how totake and keepe a wite, Which hath begotten (ro 
me) perpetuallioy and happineſſe, ſo longasI baucaday to liuc 
with thee : a matter whereof I ſtoode betore greatly in feare, and 
| which (in marriage Ithought)would nzucr happen tome. 


— — 


Itis notvnknownto thee, in how many kinds(for my firſt proofe) 
I gaue thee harſh and vnplealing ſpeeches, which drawing no dil- 
contentment from thee, cither in lookes, words, or behauiour, bur 
rather ſuch comfort as my ſoule deſired , and ſo inmy other ſuc- 
ccedingsafterward : in one minute now, I purpoſe to giue thee thar 
conſolation, which I bereftthee of in many rempcſtuous ſtormes, 
and make a ſweet reſtauration, for all thy former ſower ſufferinges. 
My faire and dearly affe&ed GriZelda, thee whom thou ſuppoleſt 
for my new elected Spouſe, with a glad and checrfull hart,imbrace 
for thine owne daughtcr, and thisalfo her Brother, beeing bothof 
them thy children and mine,in common opinion of the vulgar mul- 
titude, imagined to be(by my command)long ſince f{laine.l am thy 
honourable Lord and Husband, who doth,and will loue thee farre 
aboue all women elſe in the world , giuingthce iuſtly this deferued 
praiſeand commendation, That no man living hath the like Wite, 
as I haue. 

* So, ſweetly kifling her ara and hugging her ioyfullyin his 
arme$ (the teares now ſtreaming like new-let-looſe Riuers, downe 
her faire face, which no diſaſter before could force from her) hee 
brought her, and leated her by her daughter, who was nor a little a- 
marcd at ſo rare an alteration. Shec having (inzeale of aftcQion) 
kiſſed and embraced them borh, all clſc there preſent being ry 
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xeſolued from the former doubt whichtoo long deluded them , the 
Ladicsarole iocoucly from the tables, and attending on GriZelda = 
to her Chamber. in ſigne of a more ſncceſſefull augury to follow : 
tooke off her poor contemptible rags,and put on ſuch coſtly robes , 
whichas Lady Marchioneſle)ſhe vicd to weare before. 

Afterward,they waited on her into the Hall againc, being their 
rue Soueraigne Lady and Miltreſfc, as the was no lefle in her poo-- 
reſt Garments; where all ceioycing for the new reſtored Mother,& 
happy recouery of ſo noble a ſon and daughter, the Feſtiuall conti- 

nued many months after. Now euery one thought the Marqueſſc 
to be a noble and wiſe Prince, though ſomewhar ſharpe and vnſufte- 
rable, in the ſeuere expericnces made of his wife:but(aboue al)rhey 
reputed Grizelda,to be a moſt wile, paticnt,& vertuous Lady. The 
Count of Panago,within few daies aftcr returned backe to Bologna ; 
andthe Lord Marques, tetching home old 74nics/p from his coun- 
try drudgery, to live with him(as his Father in law) in his Princely 
Palace, gauc him honorable maintenance, wherein heelong conti- 
nued, and ended his daies. Afterward,he matched his daughter in a 
Noble marriage : heand GriJeldaliuing long time together, inthe 
hizhcſt honor that poſſibly could be. | 
"What can now beſaideto rhe contrary, butthat poore Country 

Corrages, may yecld as diuine & excellent ſpirits,as the moſt ſtate- 
ly and Royall manſions, which breed and bring vppe ſome, more 
worthy to be Hog-rubbers, then hold any ſoucraignty over men * 
W here isany other (beſide Grize/aa) who not only without a wet 
cyc, but imboldned by a valiant and inuincible courage : that can 
ſuffr the ſharpe rigors, and (never the like heard of proofes) made 
by the Marqueſle 2 Pcrhaps he might haue met with another, who 
would haue quitted him in a contrary kinde, and for thruſting her 
forth of doores in h«1 ſmocke.could haue found better ſuccor ſome- 
whereelſc,rather rhen walke ſo nakedly in the cold ſtreets. 


38 hauing thus ended his Nouel, and the Ladies deli- 
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ucring their ſeveralliudgements,according to their owne 

fancies, fome holding oneconceite, others leaning tothe 
contrary; one blaming this thing, and another commending thar, 
the King lifting his eyes to heauen, and ſeeing the Sunbegin to fal 
low, by riſing of the Eucning Starre ; withoutarifing from his ſear, 
ſpake as followerh. Diſcreet Ladies, I am perſwaded you know ſuf- 
ciently, thatthe ſenſe and vnderſtanding of vs mortals, conliſtcth 
not onely(as I think)by preſeruing in memory things paſt,or know- 
ledge of them preſent; bur ſuch as both by the one and other, kuow 


no common capacity. 


how to foreſee futureoccaſions, are worthily thought wiſe, and of 
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It will be (to morrow' hiftecne dayes,ſince we departed from the 
City of Florence,to cam -v 


ne hiphcr forqurpaſtine and comfott, the 
— of = liueS;And ſupport ot our health , by anoyding 
rnol PIE a | i, a0 | dangpilhes, which we beheld dpylic 
in onr City, lincethe peſtiſenciall viſitation beganne there,v En 
(by my iudgement) we hag. done well and honeſtly... Albcirſome 
we to alittle wantonnes, as ſome (ay, 


and our Touiail feaſting wighgood cheaxe, (inging and dancing,may 
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as vs,hath much contented me. 

And theretore, leaſt by ouer-Jong conſuetude,ſomething ſhould 
take life, which might be conuertedtoa bad conſtruQtion,& by our 
country demourance for ſo many dayes,ſome captious conceit may 
wreſt out an ill imagination, Iam of che minde(if yours be the like) 
ſeeing each of vs hath had the honor, which now remainethſtillon 
me : that it is very fitting for vs, to returnethither from whence we 
came. Andſo muchtherather, becauſe this focigble meeting of 
ours, which already hath wonne the knowledge of many dwellcrs 
hereabout vs, ſhould not grow toſuch an increaſc;-8s might make 
our purpoſed paſtime offenſiue to vs. In which reſpe&(if you allow 
of my aduiſe) I wil keepethe Crowne till our departing hence; the 
which I intend ſhalbe ro morrow : but if youidetermine otherwile, 
T am the man ready to make my reſignation. , 

Many imaginations paſſed amongſt the Ladies, and likewiſethe 
men,bur yertin the cnd, rhey reputed the Kings.counſell to bee rhe 
beſt and wiſeſt; concluding to do as he thought conuenient.Vher- 
vpon, hee calledthe Maſter of the houſholde, and conferred with 
him, of the buſineſſe belonging to the next morning, and then gaue 
the company leaucto rite, The Ladies andthereſt, when they were 
riſen, fel ſome to one kinde of recreation, and others as their fancies 
ſeruedthem, cuen as (before) they.had dane. And when oo 
time came, they diſpatcht it in very laping. manner. Then they bc- 
gan to play on inſtruments, fing and dance,and Madame Lawrerts 

cading the dance: "Avg commaytded Madame Fiammetrta to 


ſing a ſong, which pleaſantly ſhe began in this mariner. 
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THE SONG. 


The Chorus ſung by all che reft of the Company. 


IF Loue were free from Jealoufie, 
No Lad) lining, 

Had leſſe heart-ercening, 

Or liu'd ſo happily «s I. 


If zallant youth 

Ina faire friend, a woman could content, 
If vertues prize, valour and hard; ment, 

Wit, carriage, pureſt eloquence, 

Could free a woman from impatience : 
Then I am ſhe can vannt (if I were wiſe) 
All theſe in one faire flower, 

Are in my power, | 

And yet 1boaſt no more but trueth. 
If Love were free from iealouſie ,&c. 


But I behold 
That other Women are as wiſe as 1 
Which killes me quite, 
Fearing falſe ſirquedrie. 
For when my fire begins to flame 
Others deſires miſguide my aim, 
And ſo bereaues me of ſecure delight. 
Onely through fond miſtraſt, he ts vnivſt : 
Thus are my +7 wig hourely hot 8nd cold. 
If Lowe were free, &c. 


If in my fri 

I found like faith, as manly minde 1know ; 
Miſiruſt were ſlaine. 

But my freſb griefes flill grow, 

By figbt of for as do allure, 

Sol canthinke none true, none ſurt, - 
But all would rob me of my golden gaine. 

Loe thus 1 dye, in Tealouſte, 

Por loſſe of him, on whom I moſt depend, 
If Loxe were free, oc. 
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Let me aduiſe 

Such Ladies as in Lone are brauely bold, 
Not towrorg me,1 ſcorne tobe controld. 

If any one I chance to finde, 

By winkes, words, ſmiles, in crafty kinde, 

Seeking for that, which onely mine ſhould be : 

Then T proteſt, to do my beſt, 

And make them: know. that they are ſearſly wiſe. 


If Loue were free fromiealouſie, 
I know no Lady lining, 
Could haue leſſe heart-zreenin ef 


Or liue ſo happily asl. 


Soſoone as Madam Fiammetta had ended her Song ; Dionews, 
who ſare by her, {miling ſaid. Truly Madam,you may do vsa great 
courteſie,to cxpreſle your ſclfe more plainly to vs all, leaſt (thorow 
ignorance)the poſleſſion may be impoſed on your elfe,and ſoyou 
remaine the more offended. Aﬀter the Song was palt, divers other 
were ſung beſide, anditnow drawing wel-necre midnight, by the 
Kings command, they all went to bed. And when new day appca- 
red,and all the world awaked out of fleepe,the Maſter of the Houſ- 
hold hauing ſent away the carriages; they returned (vnder the con- 
du& of their diſcreer Kine) to Florence,where the three Gentlemen 
left the ſeven Ladiesat the Church of Santa Maria Noxella, from 
whencethey wenywith thematthe firſt. And having parted with 
kinde ſalutations; the Gentlemen went whether themſclues beſt 
pleaſed, and the Ladies repaired home to their houſes, 


TheEndofthe Tenth and 
Laſt Day. 
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